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PREFACE. 


A  SENTIMENT  of  rcapcct  for  the  memory  of  my  great- 
grainlfjither,  ami  a  desire  to  rescue  liis  name  if  possible 
fi-om  complete  oblivion,  inihicod  me  to  undertiike  the  work 
of  which  this  volume  is  the  result.  The  difficulties  in  my 
way  at  first  speined  insurmountable.  Sir.  Cabot,  shortly 
before  his  death,  made  au  almost  complete  destruction  of  all 
his  letters  and  papers  ;  and  I  had,  therefore,  no  material  for 
a  biography  in  the  best  sense  of  the  wurd.  Mr.  Cabot's 
CO n-es pendents,  however,  had  preserved  his  letters;  and 
examination  led  me  to  believe  tlmt  they  were  of  consider- 
able historical  value.  Selections  from  these  lettera  form 
the  principal  part  of  this  volume.  Being  debarred  by  the 
nature  of  my  only  materials  from  writing  a  suitable  biog- 
raphy, and  not  considering  that  a  history  of  any  period 
could  be  properly  treated  in  a  work  relating  exchiKively 
to  an  individual,  I  was  forced  to  confine  myself  to  the 
tiisk  of  simply  editing  those  lettera  which  seemed  to  merit 
publication.  With  this  object,  I  have  prefixed  to  each 
chapter  a  short  account  of  Mr.  Cabot's  public  life,  and  of 
Huch  events  as  hapi>ened  during  the  period  covered  by 
the  letters  and  alluded  to  in  them.  These  introductory 
passages  and  the  notes  us  ivell  lia%e  been  written  with 
the  sole  purpo.se  of  rendering  the  accompanying  letfci-ra 
intelligible. 


VI  PREFACE. 

Only  once  have  I  exceeded  the  hounds  which  I  pre- 
scribed to  myself,  and  that  is  in  regard  to  the  Hartford 
Convention.  The  life  of  the  President  of  tliat  once  fa- 
mous body  seemed  to  me  a  fit  place  and  a  sufheient 
excuse  for  tracing  its  history  in  some  detail,  and  I  was 
still  further  encouraged  to  do  this  by  the  abundance  of 
new  material  ofTered  to  me  in  the  Pickering  MSS.  and 
by  the  letters  of  Governor  Strong.  I  must  confess  that 
my  single  excursion  beyond  the  editorial  paling  has  been 
a  protracted  one,  but  I  hope  it  will  not  be  deemed  either 
unjustifiable  or  wliolly  useless. 

I  have  endeavored  throughout  to  be  scrupulously  accu- 
rate and  fair  in  all  my  statements,  but  I  have  not  sought 
in  treating  New  England  Federalism  to  write  a  judicial 
and  impartial  history  of  the  country.  My  object  was  to 
present  one  side,  and  that  the  Federalist,  in  the  strong- 
est and  clearest  light.  I  wished  to  give  as  vivid  a  picture 
as  I  could  of  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  those  men  among 
whom  Mr.  Cabot  was  prominent.  To  do  this,  I  have  been 
obliged  to  trace  the  actions  and  policy  of  the  Democnttic 
party  and  of  its  famous  leader,  in  order  to  show  how 
they  appeared  to  the  Federalists.  To  the  feelings  of  tlie 
latter  toward  their  opponents,  I  am  conscious  that  I  have 
done  but  scant  justice,  and  that  they  would  deem  my  ver- 
sion of  their  opinions  a  feeble  reproduction ;  but  neither 
sympathy  nor  intention,  however  genuine,  can  now  revive 
on  paper  in  all  its  force  the  intense  party  spirit  of  seventy- 
five  years  ago.  Unfortunately,  the  path  of  Xcw  England 
Federalism  lies  over  many  battlefields  beside  those  fought 
with  its  legitimate  and  natural  enemies.  Its  fiercest  strug- 
gles were  within  its  own  ranks,  and  the  feuds  of  1798- 
1800  were  never  wholly  at  rest  except  in  the  grave  of  tlie 
party  itself.     I  have  striven  to  be  impartial  in  dealing  with 
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these  controversies,  and  I  have  wished  to  award  to  both 
sides  thoir  fair  share  of  blame  or  prai»e. 

I  oa^ht  to  siiv  here  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the  let^- 
t«rs,  aud  the  sources  from  which  some  of  them  Iiave  been 
drawn.  Xearly  all  of  those  addressed  to  Hamilton  have 
iKfcn  printed  before  in  his  works,  and  a  larj^»  jiroportion  of 
those  to  Wolcott  have  ap[)eiired  in  (iibbs's  "  Administni- 
tions  of  Washington  and  Adams."  A  small  mnnbcr  also  of 
those  to  Colonel  Pickering  have  appeared  in  his  Life  by 
Mr.  Upham.  All  the  others  are,  with  hanlly  an  exception, 
now  published  for  the  fii-st  time.  I  have  printed  eveiT  thing 
which  seemed  to  me  of  any  historical  value  ;  and  I  have 
given  the  letters  exactly  ns  they  were  written,  without  any 
altenition.  and  without  the  sui)preHsion  of  any  pas^tsige, 
except  in  the  ease  of  a  single  paragraph  too  jK'i-sonal  in 
its  nature  to  warrant  publication.  I  ought  to  add  that 
this  omitted  paragmph  did  not  occur  in  a  letter  written 
by  Jlr.  Cabot. 

All  the  letters  to  or  from  Colonel  Pickering,  except 
those  to  Governor  Strong,  are  taken  from  the  Pickering 
IwijxTj,  now  in  the  [lossession  of  the  Massachusetts  His- 
torical Society;  an<l  those  to  and  from  Wo] cot t.  fn mi  the 
Wolcott  MSS.,  in  the  custody  of  the  Historical  Society  of 
Connecticut.  The  Hamilton  and  Wasliinglnn  lettei's  are 
among  the  national  archives,  but  all  the  rest  are  in  my 
possession  or  in  that  of  other  piivate  individualu. 

In  the  matter  of  references,  1  hjive  tried  to  be  as  spai-- 
ing  as  possible,  and  have  cited  chapter  and  verse  only  for 
literal  quotations,  or  for  the  support  of  statements  requii-- 
ing  the  fullest  proof.  For  those  general  facts  which  can 
be  easily  verified  by  referring  to  the  Stat^  Papers  or  the 
Annals  of  Congress,  I  have  nut  deemed  it  necessary,  in  a 
-work  of  this  nature,  to  give  elaborate  authorities. 
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I  have  now  only  to  return  thanks  for  the  many 
kindnesses  which  I  have  received.  I  am  especially  in- 
debted to  my  friend,  Professor  Hesry  Adams,  for  many 
suggestions  iiiid  for  much  valuable  aid.  To  Henry  Lee, 
Esq.,  I  am  under  many  obligations  for  the  most  un- 
wearied assistance  and  for  much  encouragement,  and  to 
Dr.  Edward  Strong  I  owe  a  special  debt  for  the  generous 
kindness  with  which  he  placed  the  correspondence  of  his 
grandfather  at  my  disposal.  To  thank  individually  the 
many  others  who  have  helped  me  so  readily  and  in  so 
many  ways  would  unreasonably  lengthen  an  already  long 
preface ;  and  I  must  ask  them,  therefore,  to  accept  my 
acknowledgments  collectively,  and  to  be  assured  of  my 
sincere  gratitude.  I  trust  the  result  is  not  wholly  unde- 
serving of  the  interest  so  kindly  shown  by  many  persons 
in  the  undertaking ;  but  I  shall,  for  my  own  part,  be  sat- 
isfied if  I  have  made  a  slight  contribution  to  the  history 
of  my  coimtry. 

HENRY  CABOT  LODGE. 

Eabt  Point,  Nakant,  June,  1877, 
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THE  LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF 
GEORGE  CABOT. 


CHAPTER    I. 

1751-1775. 

The  Xamo  and  Family  of  Cabot.  —  Birth  of  George  Cabot  —  Edacation.  — 
Leaves  Harvard  Collo^. —  Enters  Merchant  Service.  —  Rises  to  be 
Captain.  —  Sesulta  of  this  Experience. 

Among  the  names  on  the  "  auncient  role,"  given  by 
Stow,'  of  "  the  chiefe  Noblemen  &  Gentlemen,  which 
came  into  England  with  William  the  Conqueror,"  is 
that  of  Cabot.  What  became  of  this  adventurer  who  fol- 
lowed Dtike  William  is  unknown :  he  is  a  mere  name 
upon  an  old  parchment;  the  barren  list  does  not  even 
tell  the  place  whence  he  came.  Modern  research,  how- 
ever, has  traced  the  numerous  branches  of  the  Cabot  fam- 
ily back  to  one  stem,  which  lias  flourished  in  the  Island  of 
Jersey  since  a  time  when  the  memory  of  man  runneth  not 
to  the  contrary.  It  is  mere  conjecture  to  connect  William's 
follower  with  those  of  like  name  in  the  Channel  Islands; 
but  the  conjecture  has  the  merit  of  probability,  since 
Xorraana  had  possessed  the  island  long  before  the  memo- 
rable year  a.D.  1066.'    This  occurrence  on  the  "auncient 

1  Chronicle  of  England,  John  Stow,  London,  1632,  p,  107.  The  oripnal 
title  of  the  role  reads.  "Cofcnnmina  Conquisitorum  Anglia  cum  Domino 
Gulielmo  Duce  Xorniannite  ut  Conquistorv  Anglise." 

^  The  Cliabot  family  of  Puitou,  afterwards  so  celebrated  In  French  his- 
tory, is  said  to  have  Iteen  in  I'oiiou  since  1041.  The  Cabot  of  tlie  "  auncient 
role  "  may  possibly  have  been  a  Pciitou  Chabot,  and  one  of  William's  merc» 
naries ;  but  It  is  more  natural  to  suppose  that  he  was  one  of  the  Island  race. 
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role"  of  the  Cabot  aamo  \»  certainly  its  first  hUtorical 
appoarfince,  ami,  taken  in  connection  with  tlie  i-emote 
ortgiu  of  tbe  Jersey  Ktock,  seeutH  tu  sottlu  tlio  piirt^ly 
Korman  extiiictiuu  of  the  family.' 

Many  centuries  tntvrvuiied  before  tlie  tvorltl  heard  of 
another  Catiut.  'I'lie  name  tiret  reappears  ut  the  time  of 
the  great  navigators,  .fohti  anrl  St^hiiitian.  \Vc  know  the 
story  of  the-  dispoverie-H  wliich  made  fheni  famous  ;  Imt,  of 
the  men  themselves,  hanlly  more  lias  lieeii  presorvwl.thati 
of  their  namesake  who  followed  Dukt*  William  into  Eng- 
land. 

To  the  connection  of  John  ami  SeWtiau  with  thedisooT- 
ery  of  this  continent  is  probably  due  the  claim  of  descent  from 
them  that  has  been  made  by  American  Cabots,  but  for  which 
there  is  no  sutticieut  foundation.  The  only  evidence  ever 
adducud  in  its  support  luis  been  a  chance  resemliUince  in  face 
nud  feature,  an  heirloom,^  or  some  extremely  vo^e  trodi- 

Tlie  aniit  of  thv  Poitvu  ChaViU  and  the  Jvnev  CaboU  are  almMl  idnitk-al, 
anil  ihur  pnibH?)!^  tut<]  a  (-iiinmoii  urifpn.  Si-<'  Ilgrfcr'a  llingrnplii*-  L'liiv., 
arl.  t'hiM.  The  Norman  Caliols  were  of  Ji^rttj-  origin.  Thtir  fi.rm»  differed 
from  tlioii-or  ttio  Jcrac.rCnIiotiiatidtho  VoltouOhabou,  b<-lRK"ari;<>Bt ;  \\\Tft 
kuparils'  hvads  Eftblc."  Eul  Ut«7  arc.  iivvcrthdvu,  at  Ihi;  naiiit?  family ; 
(or  ihf^iraritiB  arc  fnupd  npon  the  bell  of  iht  uM  (^hui-cli  uf  St. 'i'riidijr.Iti 
Jcrwy.     R.-r  Artnorial  of  Ji-r«'_T,  by  J.  Bi'rtnuid  Pnjur,  pji.  23-50. 

■  TIic  foDuwing  paasagM  illiismiUf  tl)«  poniy  of  tlit  Norman  rntc  in  Jmey. 
"This  Identity  Ji-nLr-T-  prcaerrcd  almxut  iTiuotuniilihe(^omu)cni.-rmi>ntof  the 
prrfcnt  iH-nliiry.  Luwv,  linbit*,  and  ctutviiu  hu^c  bvrii  liamlvd  duwn  with 
ailonl»hiiii{BdflIiy  The'riamturdf  t/aro '  ihc  Ivgncy  ot  \lfAU}\*tt?m  jii«ti«C, 
altliniigli  dii>ri-Kiirili-il  and  i);iiored  In  ita  firvt  hoint'.  ih  lirrv  a*  [lotcnt  a*  ever," 
"  Until  com  I  larn  lively  a  r(T<-nt  pi-riml,  littlt*  or  nn  allrn  bli'Hut  Ilnn'tsl  In  Uic 
Teins.nf  it]oJt>rf!i>y  folk,  and  in  thi-m  coniiimi-d  thi?  main  fratuu-s  uf  thvir 
natimialily ;  wbilo  iwrswution  and  lyrapiny  liavc  sd  far  dphnsed  iln>  modvra 
inhaliilanl  ut  Nuniintidy  an  to  leav«  in  Idiii  bal  fuw  irai-us  uf  hi*  berulc 
anci^try.  The  JerMaia  an-  fully  aHrare  of  Ihr  (lefi-nerary  of  ilieir  conti- 
ncnUd  lidithhom ;  fur  wlien  one  of  Ih*  lower  pUmm  would  exprew  the  « 
fJut  uUrn  nf  cnntcmpc  fur  nn  nntagonitt,  lie  numii  it  h^  In  tin-  Hijnilflcani 
phnae, '  Tu  n  Nortnnnd.' "  "  Har^y,  abftanioue,  i-lcv(?r.  bravi.>,  nud  warUke, 
tfae  Nonnan*  earned  for  lltcmtelTe*  a  bome  on  ilie  fair  borders  of  FrBDce, 
whvre  llwy  tlnuri'lird  whilr  all  around  Iht-nt  wa>  cniaery  and  v^rt■^-)lvdneM. 
Then  ii  vrns  ibat  Jersey  vni  part  and  parted  of  iheir  domain." — Armorial 
tfJtntif.  P»yne,  pp.  U,  li. 

)  Tbehdrlooui  fvfcrrc<l  to  bera  ii  a  uiuuratnjf-rtng,  over  two  liund 
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tion ;  wLile  careful  investigation  has  never  been  able  to  dis- 
cover the  necessary  links  in  the  pedigree.  There  is  only  one 
bond  which  can  be  sustained  even  by  reasonable  conjecture. 
The  New  England  family  came  from  Jersey,  where  there 
are  two  parishes  still  inhabited  almost  exclusively  by 
Cabots.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  this  was  the  origi- 
nal home  of  the  race,  which  in  numbers  and  social  arrange- 
ments is  not  unlike  a  Scottish  clan.  Persons  of  all  classes 
in  the  community  possessed  a  common  name  and  common 
origin,  but  beyond  this  there  was  no  relationship  among 
them.^  The  name  is  found  also  in  France,  England,  Bel- 
gium, and  Italy ;  and  this  ubiquity,  at  first  sight,  seems 
to  contradict  the  theory  of  a  single  stock.  But  a  sure 
test  exists  which  proves  the  derivation  of  the  scattered 
branches  from  one  source.  The  coat-of-anns  of  the  Jersey 
family  is  perfectly  defined  and  well  known.  The  device  is 
three  fishes,^  or,  in  the  Jersey  phrase,  "  thi-ee  chabots ;  "  and, 
by  this  charge  upon  the  coat-of-arms,  the  origin  of  those 
wao  bore  the  name  in  other  countries  can  be  determined. 
The  fishes  are  found  crossed  with  the  Rohan  arms,  when  one 
of  that  great  family  married  a  Chabot  of  I'oitou,  and  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  branches  of  the  same  family  is  that 
of  Rohan -Chabot.'     They  were  borne  by  an  Italian  Cardi- 

jears  old,  with  the  name  "  Sebastian  Cabot "  ongraTed  upon  it.  It  is  now 
in  the  posflession  of  the  family  of  thf  late  Mr.  C.  0.  Foster,  of  Cambriilge. 

1  Mr.  George  E.  Waring,  in  hia  "  Farmer's  Vacation,"  spenlu  as  followi 
of  the  Jersey  society :  "  The  gentry  invariably  cultivate  their  own  estates, 
and  indeed  one  is  at  a  loss  to  leam  where  gentry  ends  and  peasantry  begins. 
The  best  names  in  the  island  are  borne  by  the  small  landholders  as  well  ai 
by  the  larger,  and  cousiiuhip  linlcs  the  population  into  a  very  compact  com- 
munity."   (p.  183.} 

"  A  charge  corresponding  with  the  family  name  is  known  to  herabky  as 
"armt*  paHnntet,"  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  kinds  of  devices,  forming  the 
connecting  link  between  the  primitive  personal  l>adge  and  the  heraldic  bear- 
ings with  which  we  are  familiar.  (Armorial  of  Jersey,  p.  7.)  The  amii 
stamped  upon  this  volume  are  taken  partly  from  a  design  made  for  Mr. 
Samuel  Cabot,  of  Boston,  at  the  close  of  the  last  century,  and  partly  from 
the  "  Armorial,"  and  Moule's   "  Heraldry  of  Fish." 

>  See  £tat  Present  de  la  Noblesse  Fran^aiite.  Baehelin  de  Florenne,  art. 
AtkM-CAo&K,  p.  1001, 4me  ^d.,  1873-1874. 
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nal  of  th**  liist  reiiMiry,  ami  tlicr  are  still  proscrvod  imal- 
teroj  b}*  the  family  in  Americiu'  The  Cabots,  like  their 
iinrtliem  aiiccj^ton,  were  a  wandering  mce;  and.  ns  the 
little  channel  island  oflereil  no  fiftlJ  for  ndvnnc^mcnt,  the 
luuro  udvLMilurous  spirile  wei-e  driven  out  into  tlie  world 
to  »eifk  their  fortune.  The  nationality  ^ven  of  John  Cabot, 
tliG  disoovonT,  ia  still  uncertain  ;  tor  modora  investigation 
haft  CH-it  doubt  upon  the  usually  accepted  story  of  his 
Venetian  liirth.'  Mis  course  of  life  and  personal  character* 
iatica  would  lead  uu  to  Bupixxw  liim  of  th«  iotaiid  race ;  and 
this  supposition  is  converted  into  certainty  I'V  the  identity 
of  aniiu  and  luotto.  aa  borne  by  the  Frt'iioh  deNceiulanta  of 
the  discoverer,  with  ihoae  of  the  Jersey  family.*  To  claim 
desotnit  fmm  him.  however,  ia  quite  another  matter,  and  de- 
niattUs  much  more  direct  evidence  than  any  yet  bronglit  for- 
ward by  thoM*  who  In  tbia  oountry  lay  claim  to  the  honor. 
For  even,'  Cabot  to  consider  himself  a  descendant  of  John 
Cabnt,  the  discoverer,  or  of  Chabot,  the  Admiral  of  Fruitce 
and  patron  of  Jacqnes  Cartier,  ia  ve.ry  much  as  if  every 
Cameron  claimed  descent  from  Lochiel  or  every  CampbeUi 
from  the  Uukus  of  Argyll.  ISuch  relationship  is  pm'ely 
thotiraiical ;  hut  it  is  all  to  which  the  Kow  En^^land 
Caliota  are  fairly  entitled,  in  ri^ganl  to  thoae  distiu- 
gnished  men  who  have  liornc  the  name  in  other  coun- 
tries and  in  j>»at  times.  If  any  fuither  and  more  positive 
proof  were  needed  on  this  poinU  it  is  amply  supplied  by 
the  genealogy  of  the  American   family,  which   has   been 

'  Spr  fci»I  IViwmt  iW  Ik  XutilHW  fntn^jiiw),  >•  aburi*,  Krtlclea  Cnitt, 
CAabc/.  mill  r!,„i^j  ia  Tour. 

*  I'-uli-iwliir  nf  ISiftU-  I'Apm.  Vra^lfan,  Rnwdnn  [tmwn,  ]Sl)2.1ii0n,  %%  743 
and  76^  ;  Lift-  iif  K^butuin  CAbol.  NJchalt*,  Lonitoii,  IMtft. 

■  Annorifll  ilt^  Ijin(CtU!ilui\  L-de  I*  RiMjiif.  'Hmhc  11.  16.3,  The  French 
CobolB  irai-v  llu'ir  (lifcii)t  froni  LouI«,  Joliti  Cabot'e  iii:»ni!  eon,  ftl.  dn  U 
nuquv  «av*  S^-lmstiiit  ilM  wJihaut  JMUe,  hiii  ([ivn  no  pruuf  vf  this  lunir- 
licin.  1(<-  »i*a  stall'*  llio  JrrM-y  anil  AiiK^i'an  Oaliol*  lu  bv  t>f  llii>  aiicM 
family  aj  Hit-  navigarors.  The  t<]pnlil^  of  anaa  and  niAito  can  Imvo  but 
little  doubt  on  llila  Utt  point. 
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accurately  traced,^  and  which  the  most  patient  labor  has 
failed  to  carry  beyond  the  parents  of  those  wlio  first  emi- 
grated to  Massachusetts. 

With  this  explanation  as  to  the  name  and  family,  the 
region  of  conjecture  and  speculation  may  be  left,  and  the 
history  of  the  New  England  family  briefly  and  surely 
sketched  from  the  certain  testimony  of  legal  records  and 
family  papers.  Some  time  in  the  latter  half  of  the  sev- 
enteenth century,  Francois  Cabot,  of  St.  Trinity,  a  large 
land-owner  and  wealthy  man,^  married  Suzanne  Gruchy.^ 
In  1677,  a  son  of  theirs  was  baptized  George  in  the  St. 
Heliers  Church,  whose  records  show  that  three  years  later 
another  son  received  the  name  of  Jean.  There  wsis  also  an 
older  son,  whose  baptism  is  not  recorded,  named  Fran^jois. 
Aljout  1699,  the  registry  of  deeds  at  St.  Heliers  bears  wit- 
ness that  the  three  sons  just  named  sold  a  large  amount  of 
real  estate ;  and  soon  afterwards,  apparently,  they  emigrated 
to  Massachusetts.  Of  FrangoJs,  nothing  is  known  after  his 
arrival  in  America,  except  the  bare  fact  that  lie  was  a  ship- 
owner and  merchant  in  conjunction  with  his  brother  George. 
The  latter  was  rated  as  a  tax-payer  in  Salem,  in  1700 ;  and 
in  a  conveyance  of  Jersey  land  made  in  the  following  yciir 
is  desciibed  as  a  joiner.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  George 
Cabot  made  a  good  marrisige,  obtaining  the  hand  of  Abigail 
Marston,  of  Salem,  daughter  of  Benjamin  .Marston  and 
Patience  Rogers.  Mrs.  Cabot  died  in  1709.  and  her  hus- 
band survived  her  less  than  a  year.  Wliether  (Joovc,e 
Cabot  pursued  his  trade  in  his  new  home  is  not  known  : 

I  Fur  nearly  all  that  follows  in  regard  to  the  Nl'W  Knglnml  fxmily,  1  niii 
indd}tcil  to  the  kindness  of  Henry  Ijoe,  Esq.,  by  whose  cari'ful  invcstign- 
lions  the  Cabot  genealogy  tias  been  fully  settled. 

'  Mr,  Payne  says,  in  regard  to  the  Oalwt  family,  "  The  eldest  branvh  of 
this  family,  which  formerly  held  much  landc-d  property  in  the  parisli  of 
St,  Trinity,  emigrated  to  Amoricn  in  the  person  of  George  CalMH,"  ie.  — 
Armorial  of  Jfrtry,  p,  50.  Mr.  Payne  connects  the  Cnlwjts  of  St.  Trinity 
vith  both  the  Chabots  of  Poitou  and  the  Cabots  of  Nonnamly. 

*  Suzanne  Gruchy  was  of  the  same  family  as  the  Marwlml  Grouchy  of 
Xapoleon's  time,  who  did  not  come  up  at  Waterloo,  See  Armurial  of  Jersey, 
p.  120. 
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but  olil  biu!iiic«8  l«tt«ra  preserve  tlie  memory  of  rarioiis 
mercantile  eiiterprisu*,  iu  wkk-U  he  was  eiij^^ged  witli  liU 
brotlier  Fran<;oi5.  Mr.  Felt,  in  liis  "Annnls  of  SsleiD."  * 
Bpwkn  of  Boniamii)  Mantou's  Iioiimc  us  ilie  fint  brick  house 
built  in  SiiK'ui ;  and  he  says  tlie  initsnn  and  builder  waa 
Geor^  CaUit.  As  I  have  just  state*).  George  ('iiltiit  mar- 
ried M»r8tnn'»  dangliter ;  but  whether  he  obtained  her 
band  nfter  services  rendered  to  her  father  as  a  luasoD.  or 
whether  f|-ntn  sujx'rior  knowledge  he  whs  enable<)  to  direct 
the  eoiislnietion  of  his  f»ther>in<law's  house,  and  was  there- 
fore supported  to  bo  a  mason,  I  am  unable  to  determine. 
Tlic  presumption,  however,  is  strong  that  the  first  Oeorge 
Cabot,  thougli  a  jaek-of-all-tnides,  was  tuaster  of  none ; 
for  neither  iiiheiitcd  property,  nor  »k'U  in  *ho  joiner's 
OT  maMin's  erafts.  nor  vi'nUiivs  at  sea.  were  able  ro  Mive 
him  from  ultimate  faihire.  Whatever  Ins  orru^jation,  it  is 
certain  time  he  Tras  unsncccsaful,  and  at  his  death  his 
brother  John  adniinistere^I  Je  honifuoH.  Geoi^  Cabot  left 
two  ctiildreu,  —  one  duugliter,  and  one  Kon  named  Mars* 
ton  CalHK.  Marston  was  first  cured  for  by  his  mother's 
family,  hut  afterwards  was  adopted  by  his  paternal  uncle, 
and  ill  1(20  entered  llai-vanl  College  in  the  same  class 
with  his  cousin,  John.  Despite  the  apparent  generosity  of 
John  Cabot  to  his  brother's  orphan  childi*eiti  the  rela- 
tions between  the  nephew  and  uncle  do  not  seem  to  have 
been  pleaHHiit.  While  still  a  Imy  aiirl  about  to  enter  col- 
lejEB.  Marston  Cabot,  and  his  uncle  IJcojamin  Marston  as 
well,  wrote  to  his  grandmother  in  Jersey,  asking  assistance, 
and  depix-catiiig  ;i  state  of  dependence  on  his  uncle  John.* 
Graduating  in  1724,  Marston  Cabot  entered  the  ministry, 
and  removed  lo  Killingly,  Conn.,  to  take  charge  of  a  parish. 
He  there  mnrrietL  begot  thirteen  ehlldren,  published  a  few 
sermons,  and  before  he  hati  completed  his  fiftieth  year  died 

'  Anula  of  Sakin,  L  414.     &fr.  Fdt  elt«t  nn  xuthnrily  in  «np|>oTt  of 
(liU  •(■imxTiii,  nntl  1  liBTo  lY-liH  fiolclj  on  his  vrcll-known  accuracy. 
>  Sw  N.  E.  IIlsl.  Aud  Gm.  Better.  XXVII.  HH. 
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suddenly  one  Sunday  morning  in  his  pulpit.     His  descend- 
ants still  live  in  Connecticut. 

John  Cabot,  the  youngest  of  the  three  emigrant  brothers, 
also  came  to  Salem  in  1700 ;  and,  like  his  brother  George, 
made  a  fortunate  marriage.  His  wife,  Anna  Ome,  belonged 
to  one  of  the  prominent  Esses  families  of  the  earliest  Eng- 
lish emigration.  In  no  other  respect,  however,  does  the 
resemblance  of  John  Cabot's  career  liold  with  that  of  his 
older  brother.  Unlike  George,  he  prospered  greatly  in 
business,  became  a  leading  merchant,^  and  built  himself  a 
goodly  house  in  Salem.  Indeed,  we  have  a  right  to  believe 
that  John  Cabot  brought  a  considerable  amount  of  property 
with  him  to  his  new  home.  Not  only  the  circumstances  of 
his  marriage  point  to  this,  but  Colonel  Benjamin  Pickman,^ 
in  describing  tlie  old  houses  of  Salem,  mentions  John  Cabot's 
house  as  dating  from  the  year  1700.  The  house  could 
hardly  have  been  as  old  as  this ;  but  Pickman's  evidence 
shows  that  John  Cabot,  almost  immediately  upon  his  arri- 
val, was  rich  enough  to  build  what  was  considered  for  many 
years  afterwards  one  of  the  handsomest  of  the  Salem  houses. 
He  was  certainly  not  a  needy  adventurer  in  the  New  World, 
but  followed  the  example  of  many  of  his  prosperous  coun- 
try-men ^  in  emigrating  to  Salem.  He  had  nine  children. 
The  oldest  son,  John,  was  admitted  to  Harvard,  as  already 
mentioned,  in  1720,  together  with  his  cousin  Marnton,  and 
after  graduation  studied  medicine,  ami  practised  success- 
fully as  a  physician.     The  youngest  son  of  this  numerous 

^  Samuel  Gonlnor,  in  hig  Joumnl,  mentioim  Jnhn  CalKit's  intori'sts  in  the 
Sflherics  ( Ksst-x  Institiilo,  11.  252) ;  am),  in  n  (k'Bcri|)tioii  nf  snmi.'  rare  coins 
lold  not  lunit  sini.'c  in  Katem,  it  is  saiil  this  coin  was  iiivcii  \ty  an  "i-niinent 
merchant,  John  Calwt,  of  Sali-m,"  to  his  ilauphtcr  Marfrari-l,  on  hiT  mar- 
riage with  Benjamin  Gerrisli,  afterwards  niyal  Onvcrnor  of  the  Bermudas. 
Essex  Institute,  V.  31 ;   Fett's  Annals,  flrst  edition,  p.  4i:\. 

*  Proceedings  of  Essex  Inetltiile,  Pickman's  notes,  VI.  107. 

'  The  Eiijtlitlies,  afterwards  distiiiKuislied  in  Salem  history,  were  from 
Jersey,  and  sellled  in  Kaleni  as  early  as  lll'O.  I^'favoiir  wit.i  the  name  of 
ftill  another  Salem  family  of  Jersey  origin.  See  Kssex  Institute  Proc., 
L  158. 
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family,  who  wm  named  Joseph,  entered  into  business,  like 
1m  fathi;r,  ami  was  equally  prmpHrnua.  He  remainotl  in 
Sulem,  and  married  ElizAbetli  Ilig^inson.  a  direct  descend- 
ant in  the  fifth  generation  from  Francis  liifij^nBon,  tho 
firat  minister  of  the  Massachuaett«  Bar  Colony.  Kine 
(Kins  and  two  d;tughtent  wei-e  the  fruitu  of  this  mama^'e. 
The  seventh  child  and  Hftli  son  of  Joseph  Calmt  was  George 
Calwt,  —  the  subject  of  thismi'moiiv  —  bom  Dec.  16,  1751. 
Owing  to  the  careless  and  wanton  destrnrtion  of  family 
papers,  little  is  now  known  of  George  Cabot's  early  years. 
His  childhooil  was  passed  amidst  the  healthy  and  sober 
influenceH  of  a  wt-ll-ordered  X«w  Knghuid  bousehuld,  and 
in  the  pore,  in^'igoi-ating  atmosphere  of  a  thriving  Puri- 
tan town.  Ilin  f.ither  was  a  prci<ti>eroiis  and  nprigliL  man, 
and  hiH  mother  a  woman  of  strong  undei-stauding  and 
firm  chanicter.  lie  vraa  educated  at  the  best  schools  of 
tho  day,  M'hore  he  ilixplayed  so  much  jiroliciency  in  his 
studies  that  in  ITtWi  his  father  sent  him  to  Harvard  Col- 
leg*.  At  that  time,  the  oldest  son  apjMjars  to  have  Injen 
usually  the  on]y  recipient  of  the  highest  education ;  and 
ihe  BL'lection  of  Ocoi^i  was  tlii-wfure  a  [>arental  compli- 
ment to  his  boyish  powers.  Two  y^'^rs  after  Goji-ge  entered 
colleige,  his  father  died.     In  his  will  ho  providetl :  — 


"  That  my  son  George,  who  now  beloags  to  Horrard  CoUedge, 
shall  be  iiup|>onf<l  and  ntainlainexl  by  and  out  of  my  e«late, 
while  h«  shall  IxJoiif:  lu  said  (."(iIIliIjp!.  (i>.)  aiitill  hu  shall  hsve 
lukvii  ouv  I)iL';;i"«'i'  tWn: ;  or  imlill  lb';  tirau  which  iit'wi>Uri;j;  t<j  the 
Coriini-ni  r.,ii;(  -;h[ill  or  oiiffht  U>  be  n|i|vninU-d  fur  giving  Dpgpees 
to  iliu  Cla---i  to  which  he  lu'loiig^,  or  is  n  laeimber  of;  ihe  Baid 
George  eoDtiuuiiJg  to  buloiig  to  said  CuUpnIgu  and  not  being 
expelled." 

Although  JoflPph  Cabot  was  esteemed  a  wpalthy  man, 
his  pn>iierty,  when  divided  anioug  the  widow  and  nine  chil- 
dren, yielded  but  hIx  hundred  pounds  to  each  of  tlie  younger 
ones,  a  narrow  inheritaneo,  uven  iti  those  days  of  small 
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things.  Unwilling  to  be  a  charge  upon  his  father's  estate, 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  will,  and  probably  still 
more  unwilling  to  diminish  his  already  slender  patrimony, 
Geoi^  left  college  at  the  end  of  his  Sophomore  year,  and, 
true  to  the  Essex  customs,  went  to  seek  his  fortune  at  sea. 
Not  yet  seventeen  years  old,  he  shipped  as  cabin-boy  in  a 
vessel  commanded  by  his  brother-in-law,  Mr,  Joseph  Lee. 
Such  a  change  in  his  mode  of  lite  must  have  been  a  sharp 
one  to  a  young  collegian  of  studious  habita :  nor  was  his  lot 
softened  by  relationship  with  his  captain  ;  for,  if  family 
tradition  may  be  trustetl,  Mr.  Lee  gave  his  young  kinsman 
the  full  benefit  of  severe  ship's  discipline.  Cabot,  however, 
was  not  discouraged,  but  pursued  his  profession  with  such 
success  and  deteimination  that,  before  he  reached  his 
majority,  he  was  himself  in  command  of  a  ship. 

This  early  experience  was  not  without  effect  upon  his  after 
life.  By  it  he  was  of  course  deprived  of  the  full  advan- 
tages of  that  classical  education  to  which  his  tastes  strongly 
impelled  him  ;  but  his  early  contact  with  the  world  devel- 
0]'ed  manly  qualities  and  knowledge  of  men,  while  the 
responsibilities  of  his  profession  demanded  reflection,  fore- 
thought, and  self-command.  Yet,  though  engaged  in  active 
pursuits  before  most  boys  now  leave  school,  he  never  lost 
his  love  of  books.  Always  a  student,  he  now  made  the 
most  of  the  opportunities  afforded  by  travel,  and  turned 
his  attention  to  foreign  languages.  He  acquired  a  good 
knowledge  of  French,  and  became  very  proficient  in 
Spanish,  —  accomplishments  less  common  then  than  now. 
Voyages  to  foreign  countries  were  likewise  beneficial  in 
increasing  his  understanding  of  the  politics  and  interests 
of  other  nations,  and  the  knowledge  so  gained  proved  sub- 
sequently of  great  value.  A  strong  fancy  for  natural  sci- 
ences led  him  to  devote  much  time  to  thera  ;  and  he  was 
also  fond  of  metaphysics ;  but  his  favorite  subjects  were 
politics  and  political  economy,  which  continued  to  be  a 
constant  source  of  study  and  amusement  from  the  day  he 
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went  to  sea  to  the  day  oE  his  deuth.  To  pmcticc  he  added 
theory:  for  commerce  wiw  to  him  not  only  a  livi'lihood, 
but  a  study ;  and,  in  later  life,  the  knowleilji»e  of  coiutiiercial 
laws  and  necessities  thus  acquii'cd  giivo  hrtii  ti  poKition  of 
auhhority  in  regard  to  all  such  topics.  Among  the  New 
Englanders,  the  men  of  Boston  and  Saloni,  of  Marblehead 
and  Newburjport.  George  Cabot  was  only  one  of  many 
whoso  minds  rijiened  into  a  puculiai-  Oavor,  and  j^rew  strong 
with  a  i-ol'iwL  and  maiMMiline  vigiir,  in  thissuhiK)]  which  never 
(ailed  to  leave  on  its  scholars  a  eliat-aetcrlslic  stomp  o{  the 
quarter-deck  and  a  dash  of  salt  water.  For  this  it  was 
well  worth  while  to  siicrifice  two  j-ears  of  a  college  life, 
which  iu  those  days  was  neither  highly  cultivated  nor 
deeply  scientific.  Hooks  and  ind^pendont  thinking  wera 
always  the  gi-eat  pleasures  and  resources  of  his  life,  and  as 
long  as  he  had  op|iortunity  for  them  he  whs  content.  8nch 
methods  of  instraction  were  not  calculated  to  develop  the 
ini^^nntttin,  hut  tht-y  weif  eminently  fitted  to  stimulate 
the  giijwth  of  those  talents  most  needed  in  the  ^Vmcrican 
Colonies.  Mr.  Cahnt's  education  had  the  siune  flefects  and 
the  same  advanta^s  as  that  of  his  contemporaries:  it  was 
typical  of  the  mode  of  thought  and  manner  of  liUi  which 
bred  up  a  class  of  clear-headed,  strong-avilled,  sensible  men, 
at  a  time  when  the  )^entirafutalism,  wliich  at  a  later  day 
itooded  the  country,  would  have  been  ruinous.  Such  edu- 
cation was  esi^t'ntially  practical,  hut  its  practicality 'was  o! 
that  sort  «'hich  seeks  in  [wxst  e!i|)erience  a  guide  for  future 
action.  The  men  of  that  age,  while  striking  out  for  tiiem- 
■elves  a  new  path  in  a  new  country,  never  felt  into  the  mi»- 
t«ke  of  abandoning  practice  in  favor  of  theory.  Tliey  may 
possibly  have  leaned  too  strougly  in  the  other  direction,  but 
to  look  at  facts  as  they  were  was  the  lesson  which  their 
early  life  had  taught  th«^m ;  and  if  frnm  lack  of  imagination 
they  went  too  far  in  their  contempt  for  theory,  at  le;ist  they 
understood  what  lliey  meant,  and  maintained  their  o*vn 
cause  with  a  native  shrewdness  and  tenacity  which  stamp 
tlieui  as  men  of  a  peculiar  mould. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

1776-1780. 

BiuinesB  Relations.  —  Marriage.  —  Town  Affairs.  —  Privateering.  —  Com- 
mittee of  TowD  to  conBidcr  ConBtitution.  —  Convention  at  Concord.— 
Convention  to  form  State  Constitution.  —  Convention  to  adopt  Federal 
Constitution.  —  Correepondence. 

Mk.  Cabot  soon  abandoned  the  career  of  a  sea  captain 
for  that  of  a  merchant,  and  was  joined  in  many  business 
adventures  with  Ins  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Joseph  Lee,  with 
whom,  in  1785,  he  formed  a  partnership.  Mr.  Lee  and 
Mr.  Cabot  were  both  engaged  in  the  same  trade  that  they 
had  severally  pursued  when  in  command  of  ships.  They 
prospered  in  their  business,  and  became  large  ship-owners 
and  merchants.  They  were  established  in  Beverly,  then 
considered  by  its  inhabitants  the  great  New  England  sea- 
port of  the  future.  This  belief  was  common  to  all  Essex 
towns  possessing  a  good  harbor;  and  its  gradual  extinc- 
tion, as  the  tide  of  prosperity  flowed  steadily  towards  Bos- 
ton, is  very  striking.  Despite  the  troubles  with  England, 
the  Essex  commerce  had  much  increased  and  the  little 
trading  towns  flattered  themselves  with  tlie  hope  that  they 
were  on  the  threshold  of  a  great  career.  The  town  and 
its  young  merchants  during  those  yeara  throve  together; 
and  the  partnership  afterwards  formed  between  Mr,  Lee 
and  Mr.  Cabot  continued  until  both  removed  from  Beverly. 
In  1774,  Mr.  Cabot  was  married  to  his  double-first-cousin, 
Elizabeth  Higginson.  This  union  was  destined  to  be  both 
long  and  happy.  Mrs.  Cabot  possessed  unusual  mental 
powers,  tt^ether  with  great  force  of  character  and  strength 


12 


LZTE  AXD  LETTERS  OP  OEOBOB  CABOT.      [in^-DO. 


of  will ;  while  at  the  same  time  she  did  not  look  the  tuorfl 
ftUractti'e  and  more  ftftM>ntial  qiialitjes  of  her  sex.^ 

Mr.  Cabot  always  took  a  warm  ijiture^t  iu  towu  a£tair«, 
anil  Jd  the  town  iDeetings  learned,  like  so  man}'  other  New 

■  Mr.  Jnha  t»<roll.  the  (relMuMiwii  U«r;«>r  hdiI  writer  of  die  fliy  pari  of 
tlib  fvalury,  In  a  ittttr  ta  Lw  i-oiuin,  Mr.  bivphi-o  Ilifqjtitwon,  on  lh«  lirjith 
of  Kn.  <^tb(il,  fiicaka  of  litr  u  folluna :  — 

Jn,Y  17,  ia». 

...  Wo  lure  loit.  my  dear  cousin,  ant  aS  ihe  last  of  i  nee,  of  wboin  we 
nuj  Jtuily  tic  pruiul ;  «iol  It  i»  iKi  ■llevuilivii  to  otir  <1m-ii,  and  tu  iu  bulb, 
•litrxrt-  M-gn-t  ■!  Uii«  tlijiariiirt?  ol  nur  ilvnr  *nnl  lliar  w«-  h«*<'  lilU^  rv*Min 
tu  «!»«■(  til  BCT-  liiT  cqiial  in  any  uf  Mtir  (ainiUc*.  It  U  nol  ilic  t-ourse  <rf 
tlit>  world  (0  twtiniiiii'  jiimly  fi-nHk-  tiurii.  Thv  jin-Mt-nt  site  !•  aamewtuit 
niorv  correct  In  i)<Li  rt#|)H.-t;  but  tiill  manv  lut  accomplieht'd  vrimuiQ,  wiili 
lillth  ami  vlfvitiol  !>u»i-nt,  \>i**v»  o(T  ibv  *t«in.^  with  litilv  uotict-,  while  a  umim 
of  fnrinfiTior  nmiinil  piiwcn,  from  ihc  •dtcntiiioiiM  cirviumiUincf  of  lu» 
having  belli  otHci'i  wliii'b  a  feiimlr  uf  ^n-itt  lalt'iilit  witubl  bavc  bctttrr  >ua- 
talnnl,  niia  the  wnrlii  for  a  limt  with  hit  [irMihiiiiioiu  pralAf.i.  I  do  not 
qitaml  wlib  ihl*  iitalo  of  piiUliv  fi-rlinn,  bovniirc  it  wit*  pnn  nf  itic  wIsb 
■yainni  nf  Pruv iiliinif!  ihnL  tbt>  pnirinue  of  ib«  two  m*I('»  »hr>ul<l  be  >eparat«. 
Nllll,  liinriivrr,  tUnt  •ann-  I'rov  idrnif  iiocii«iun«ll>  |»'nriil»  itint  hoiiic  ipf'*'"! 
ftiiialo*  iliuiilil  appear,  who  «>Tn  bv  tlii-lr  tiilcnt»  ralPiiliiUil  ft  riilr  ralbcr 
ibnh  uIh-/.  Of  ibU  loAt  ilt-icriplinii  wa*  uiir  rrvi-rv'i]  dL'^Mirit-il  frit'iid.  Klie 
IimI  all  iIm-  flnnn^Mt,  ilicor,  n-xobiilon.  pcTiftraiion,  enimi'lty  lo  fomi  and 
wcprcM  Iwr  thoiiiitiu  in  a  stronic,  i-ltar,  iiiA  inn»i-ulim-  flvlu,  vrbii'h  are 
fiiiinil  In  nit-n  <>f  ihc  flnm-Ni.  bi>Mi^*T,  nn>l  rnn^t  elw.iU'il  Tcmpc-rRni^r t  and 
niiniL  If  ahv  hml  bci-n  cnllnl  likr  KIixhWiIi  Iii  ■latioiii  nf  itntit  piiwrr,  nbv 
Woiilil  hitvi-  Ix-cn  liki.-  Iilt.  prudent,  encrktclir.  and  (^omniandlnc.  !Sli«  had 
now  of  the  ni!vunr»|{('^  or  i'hHj'  i<ilncftiiun  aiTorJod  eo  bouniUully  to  the 
yiiiinK  ladlfs  uf  tUi;  privvnt  nitc :  bnt  *\k  turpanfcd  "//  of  llifni  in  [lie  note- 
n«M  of  her  olMvrvuttuii.  in  tbv  knowlt^gv  of  humitii  natuiv,  ami  in  h«r 
[Hiweiii  (if  i'X[in'»*iiiji  iinii  tb'ftiiilinjt  tin-  npiiiintiJ"  wlitib  nbf  bad'fnnnvd. 
Williuitt  •juti'iiiBiK'  kiiowleilKv.  btT  niiiiit  mii»  tlllfd  witli  infumiHtion  on 
CTrry  topli.'  InKTi-iiliif!  lo  m  in  this  wortii  ?»o  .bHibt  she  derived  gn-at  ben^ 
til  from  [lie  iiiU'n;wi]r<«  with  unv  of  ibc  nioKt  tiiminuiia  nnntln  of  tin*  Mgv, 
wllh  wboiii  lor  nearly  flftj-  ymn  nhp  wii»  axHixiuli-Hl.  Wilh  iht-w  Rn.-at 
qiMlilli-*,  for  iirt-at  ilicv  wenr.  utiv  bad  a  full  nhait  of  all  tlie  virtues  of  her 
»rx.  Iter  dmincM  and  rc«i)liition  wm-  mbiirb-d  wl|]i  lilndnN-)  and  K^ndcrnvM 
and  alTi'ciion  (or  Iter  own  oliildnn  and  all  lur  numcmiu  fricuik.  It  is  » 
|iliiunr<>  10  me,  and  It  will  bo  to  you,  to  laki'  ihit  retrospective  rlew  of  her 
life  and  cbanit-U-r.  To  nit-,  it  is  a  drep  lot* :  for  thoK  rrmnin*  not  another 
nilod.  In  a  |>T<rff(-t  ataic,  tu  wh»n)  I  can  look  up  for  xynipnthy  among  a 
di-iwricd  and  depurtinu  rai-r,  M-t\  dear  to  at*.  J.  IjOwblx. 

Tlite  la  a  Kood  ptirtratt  of  (he  bat  typv  of  K«w  Kngland  woman  lo 
th*  iail  ovnltiry.  1  owe  Ihi*  letter  to  thr  kimlnes*  of  Mim  Auia  Tabut 
LuWclL. 
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Englanders,  his  fii-st  lessons  in  parliamentary  debate  and 
in  the  art  of  popular  self-government.  The  only  town 
oflBce  ever  held  by  Mr.  Cabot  was  that  of  fire-ward,  in 
1787  ;  but  he  was  ever  active  in  the  support  of  all  pro- 
jects that  could  promote  tlie  prosperity  of  Beverly.  In 
1787,  the  scheme  of  the  Essex  Bridge,  to  connect  the  to\vns 
of  Salem  and  Beverly,  was  proposed ;  and  Mr.  Cabot  waa 
the  first  named  in  the  act  of  incorporation.  He  was  sub- 
sequently director  and  president  of  the  Bridge  Company, 
and  gave  much  time  and  attention  to  the  siwedy  comple- 
tion of  what  was  then  regarded  as  a  great  undertaking. 

Mr.  Cabot's  marriage  had  taken  place  just  as  the  country 
■was  actually  involved  in  war.  In  the  troubles  which  pre- 
ceded the  actual  outbreak  of -hostilities,  and  throughout 
the  Revolution,  Mr.  Cabot  and  all  his  family  and  friends 
warmly  espoused  the  "  patriotic  "  side.  When  war  began, 
the  men  of  Essex  turned  naturally  to  the  sea  as  the  ele- 
ment on  which  they  could  best  sen-e  their  country. 
They  were  more  fortunate  in  their  choice  than  most  of 
their  fellow-citizens ;  for  privateering,  the  only  naval  war^ 
fare  possible  to  the  colonists,  was  not  only  patriotic,  but 
profitable  to  those  engaged.  The  Essex  ships  were  scat- 
tered in  all  directions,  and  preyed  upon  English  com- 
merce with  great  prejudice  to  the  enemy,  and  much  benefit 
to  themselves  and  their  country.  Many  of  these  privar 
teers  were  owned  by  the  Cabots  and  Lees,  and  had  notable 
success.  The  "  Cicero,"  one  of  Mr.  Cabot's  ships,  was 
commanded  by  Captain  Hugh  Hill,  a  man  of  great  daring 
and  well  known  at  that  time.  Andrew  ("abot's  ship 
"  Defiance,"  also  a  privateer,  was  destroyed  in  the  ill- 
starred  Penobscot  expedition  of  1779.^     Tlie  younger  mem- 


>  Curwen,  himself  an  Esb^x  man,  in  his  Journal  (p.  2^),  upeaks  with  a 
sliglit  toucli  of  loyalist  bitterness  of  tlie  sucuesB  of  liis  furmor  friends  :  "  Tlie 
CabotB  of  BcTeriy,  who,  you  know,  hstl  but  &vo  years  ago  a  very  moderate 
■hare  of  property,  are  now  said  to  be  by  far  the  most  wealthy  in  New  Eng- 
land.   Basket  Derby  claims  the  second  place  on  the  list."  .  .  .  This  waa  in 
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hers  of  tlm  family  scn-M  tlu-ir  oountrj-  in  otlicr  ways. 
Mr.  Cabot'b  yoiiuger  l>i'otlier.  Kranci*,  was  In  Colouel 
Pickering's  regiment  oo  IiU  Jilimle  Isluiitl  fs^peclitiuii.  aiuL 
aubaequcntly  in  Wnsliington'a  army. 

During  tlu'se  f-voiitfiil  yi-nrs,  Mr.  Cnliot  wnti  often  viKwen 
bv  hia  fellow-townsmen  to  repreaent  tliem  in  StaU;  affairs. 
In  1778,  a  Coustitutioiu  framed  by  a  cornuiittee  of  the 
General  Court  in  its  capacity  as  a  Convention,  wan  suIk 
mitteil  ti>  tlie  j)CO])le.  Tlie  objections  to  the  iiiHirurneiit 
were  weighty.  There  waa  no  declaration  of  rights ;  the  prin- 
ciple of  reprew-ntation  was  not  a  juKt  ono ;  the  powers  and 
duties  of  tlie  legislature  and  executive  were  not  properly 
defined ;  aud  tlie  Coii<tUtution  itiM*U  was  the  work  of  the 
General  Court,  and  not  of  a  eonventioii  of  delegateR.'  <>n 
the  2*2d  of  May,  this  Constitotion  was  siibinittcil  to  tlie 
town  of  Beverly,  and  rejected  by  ft  very  large  majority 
of  tlie  voters.     A  committee,  consisting  of  George  Cabot^ 

I7W1.  Vet  even  Ihc  proHliiliK'  imtrioiiiWiv  of  Ihc  privnlfi-r  «nt  not  nliravft 
niulti-nilt'd  witli  •iiiTifli'C!!  nnd  itiiifortUDCi.  Colonel  John  Trumbull,  in  hU 
"  llcmini*('(iit-r«  "  [p.  HA),  ure  llmt  \nt  look  prtxunKt  At  ISiUi/in  r»r  Itevoriy, 
In  I'eH,  in  ihc  "CiiXTO,"  m  fine  Iflivr-of-maniui'  »hi[j,  at  twenty  viuna  and  one 
huudiw)  and  twenty  men,  (.'«pl«in  Hill,  iH'l'onginp  lu  llie  liiiiiit-  i.if  Culwl. 
Whpn  Colonel  'rnimlitill  ji>i(ieil  ilir  *liii).  she  lind  witli  licr  ii  ItritUh  I,i*l>nn 
[MCkeC  of  sixteen  gun*,  wlili-h  »lic  hml  jiinl  Ijiken  ««  n  prize.  Un  his  Arriviil 
It  Beverly,  Colouct  Trumbull  eaw  l>ia^  iu  (hi'  hnH>or  ek'V4>n  primK^-nt  kU 
Bii(>r  Ihmi  l!ie  ■■Ci«.'ro'"m  wbicli  h«  Imd  liwn  u  i>«»i,-ii):\-r, itml  nil  Mong- 
tiit;  lo  lln?  Cilt'tt*.  Tlw  following  yvAT  ihe  »uiiiie  wriler  Rpe(4k^  o(  lieint:  In 
Bvverl.v  itgnin^  and  add*  thai  not  one  uf  llie  privnteers  wu  lu  l>c  ■»•*■  n  in 
tlie  hntlior.  All  tiAil  liecn  Unt.  and  iho  (.'Alir.U  did  i»it  huxo  n  ainicle  Ictler- 
of-tnarqtie  ship  lUloat.  Mniiy  of  ibe«f  Tcttelr  bvl»nit«.-iJ  to  Jolm  nnd  Anilnw 
Cubol,  wlio,  like  llicir  limilicr  Ueorgt^,  were  also  Ucverly  inen-luinta. 
Th«  trandalor  'it  Cliaili-Itux  Imi  a  ciotit  un  llivsaiiK?  iiibjecl  :^ 
"Tlie  town  of  Itetirly  Ugan  lo  flourJth  jTrtully  lownnln  Hie  nmcluaiMi 
of  llto  inir,  by  llie  extnuirdinary  spirit  of  enterprise  and  giwit  suoeeM  of 
dw  Me«»r*.  Caliol.  gentlemen  of  strong  uadentanding*  anil  lh«  ino»i  llWnal 
minds,  well  ailapl^^  ^'  ^^*-'  """^  vularited  (■innTiiert.'ial  iii^iknakiuiis  Uld 
(be  bnvuieM  of  government.  Two  n(  Ilieir  prirnlceni  hail  ihe  ({uud  fortune 
lo  i.'a|»ttuv  in  llwr  Buropmii  «eos.  a  few  week*  prcvinui  lo  the  (irace,  aevcral 
Wivl-Iudjamen.  to  tlir  viiliw  of  ui  U-iiBt  £100,000  •lerling." — CS/UttHar, 
TraKtiAiH  XotiA  America,  truunlaied  frvDi  the  Fmovli,  Londan,  1767,  II. 
252,353. 

<  Barry,  Uialory  of  Ma»iichaaeft«,  3-17C,  170;  Brftdfurd,  II.  166. 1601 
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Joseph  Willard,^  and  William  Bartlett,  was  then  appointed 
to  draft  instructions  to  the  town's  representative  in  the 
General  Court,  that  he  might  give  the  precise  reasons  for  the 
town's  dissent.  The  report  submitted  by  this  committee, 
and  adopted  by  the  town,  was  drawn  with  considerable 
ability.  Objection  was  chiefly  made  on  the  ground  of  in- 
equality of  representation,  and  defects  in  the  election  of 
senators.  The  report  concluded  in  a  manner  character- 
istic of  the  New  England  temper:  — 

"  Good  goveraraent,  we  are  seiiBible,  is  essential  to  the  happi- 
ness of  the  community ;  and  this  we  ardently  wish  to  take  p1ace< 
and  shall  sincerely  endeavor  to  promote  and  encourage  it.  But 
if  any  form  is  offered  to  us,  which  we  in  our  consciences  think 
does  not  tend  to  the  public  welfare,  hut  in  its  consequences  is 
destructive  of  it,  to  oppose  such  form  with  a  decent  but  manly  and 
zealous  freedom  and  firmness  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  ourselves  and 
posterity,  and  we  shall  ever  esteem  ourselves  bound  to  attend  to 
Us  calls." 

In  July,  1779,  a  State  Convention  was  held  at  Con- 
cord, to  adopt  such  measures  as  would  tend  to  appreciate 
the  currency.  This  was  but  one  of  the  many  visionary 
attempts  to  obviate  by  legislative  enactments  the  sure 
workings  of  economic  laws.  It  was  then  considered  possi- 
ble as  well  as  patriotic,  by  fixing  a  maximum  of  prices,  to 
heal  the  wounds  inflicted  on  the  community  through  war, 
the  ruin  of  commerce,  and  disordered  finances.  Mr.  Cabot 
took  a  leading  part  in  this  Convention,  in  opposition  to  the 
theory  that  by  acts  of  the  legislature  men  could  be  forced 
to  sell  at  reduced  rates,  and  tlie  public  be  thereby  bene- 
fited. The  current  of  popular  feeling,  however,  was  too 
strong  to  be  resisted,  and  modifications  in  the  report  were 
all  that  Mr.  Cabot  obtained.  The  action  of  this  Conven- 
tion was  but  au  example  of  many  similar  ones.  States  and 
counties  were  all  engaged  in  the  vain  effort  to  remedy, 
by  law,  the  inevitable  results  of  war  and  economic  iguo- 

'  Afterwards  President  of  Harvard  College. 
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ranee.     Mi*.  Cabot's   course   in   opposing   tliese  g«n«ni]Iy 
acceptwl  views   mertrly  serve*   to  sbow  tliu  valut*   of   hit 
previouK  studies.     In   a   pei-iod  wlien    Adam   Stnitb   wi 
liHi-dlv  known,  Hn<l  twnnly  yearn  l»>fi>iv  tlif  wrttnif^  of  Saj 
and   tlie   Continental  sl>UooI   liud   app^aretl,  to  oppose 
economio  groundH  propositions  deemed  not  only  wise,  bi 
patriotic,  shows  both  independence  and  liberality  of  mind. 
Mr.  Cabot  was  iit  lUnt  liini^  riot  tw«nty-Jiine;  and,  althoiigl 
his  opposition  wiis  fruitless,  it  was  creditable  to  hiH  conn 
ftrul  judj^'ment. 

In  the  following  snmmer,  Angiist,  ITfiO,  Mr.  Cal>ot 
e]«cte<I  a  delegate  by  tho  town  of  Beverly,  to  attend  the 
Convention  for  Eormtng  a  State  Constitution.     Thib  Cott^f 
vention  was  composed  of  tlie  best  and  ablest  men  in  Mruaa- 
chututCtfl.     Among  the  members  were  Sanmel   and   John 
Adams,  John  llimcock.  John  Lowell,  Theophihis  Parsons, 
JaniP-it    Sullivan,  I^vi    Lincoln,  and    Caleb    Strong.     TliMH 
Convention,  admirably    athtpteii    for    the  work    befoi-e    i^H 
oi]ganized  mi  Sepl«inbf<r  lat  by  the  choice  of  James  BoivtH 
doin  us  Pi-esiilent  and  Samuel    liarrett  as    Secn'tary.     A 
committee   of  thirty,   twenty-sis   fram   the   counties   anc^— 
fmir  at   large,   wiui  appointed   to    draft    a    ConstitntioiJH 
The  Convention  then  adjourned  to  the  28th  of    Octobei^H 
in  order  to  give  the  cominittee  time  to  report,  and  to  alloi^^ 
certain  towns,  which  had  not  received  precejjts,  to  elect 
dele^atea.     (.)n  lite  reaHsembting  of  the  Convention,  therdfl 
was  mtich   indecisive  discussion,  followed  by  an  adjourn-'  ■ 
ment  until    January,   1781,   when  the  dal»ate   was   again 
resumed.     The  draft  of  the  General  Convention  was  ditf^f 
cussed   clause   by   clause,   aiid   each   suction   was   usuallj^^ 
entrusted  to  a  subH!ommittee  to  redraft  and  reiiort.     The 
journal  of  the  Convention  shows  that  Mr.  Cabot  wi-red 
on  several  of  these  nub-comniittpes.'     'J'he  Constitution,  as 
finally  submitted,  was  not,  however,  adoj'ted  without  con- 
siderable opposition.     The  geneml  tendency  iu  the  ( 
1  Heport  of  the  ConTenUon  to  farm  a  Con* Utution,  lloiton,  ITtS(h 
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vention  had  been  conBerratiTe,  and  the  members  bad  made 
as  few  innoTations  as  possible.  In  this  they  were  un- 
doubtedly wise ;  but  there  was  a  popular  party  which  con- 
sidered that  the  Constitution  had  not  gone  far  enough,  and 
had  yielded  too  much  to  prejudice  and  tradition.*  In  the 
ensuing  elections,  the  representatives  of  the  State  in  Con- 
greas,  and  some  of  the  more  moderate  leaders  at  home, 
opposed  Governor  Hancock,  the  popular  candidate,  and 
supported  James  Bowdoin,  who  was  thought  to  represent 
the  more  conservative  elements.  It  was  a  vain  opposition ; 
but  the  contest,  though  unattended  with  much  virulence, 
produced  a  good  deal  of  strong  feeling  on  both  sides.  Then 
for  the  first  time  may  be  discerned  the  uncertain  outlines 
of  those  divisions  which  grew  steadily  during  the  next  few 
years,  took  definite  shape  in  the  Convention  to  adopt  the 
Federal  Constitution,  and  finally  culminated  in  two  great 
national  parties.  It  was  at  this  time  that  Hancock  is  said 
to  have  bestowed  on  his  opponents  the  title  of  the  "  Essex 
Junto,"  ^  and  this  is  the  first  appearance  of  the  name  in 
American  politics.  Mr.  Cabot  was  so  closely  connected  with 
the  men  who  are  popularly  supposed  to  have  formed  the 
'*  Junto,"  that  it  is  proper  to  give  some  account  of  that 
body,  which  in  its  day  was  honored  by  the  invective  of  Mr. 
Clay,  and  by  the  bitter  hostility  of  both  John  and  John 
Quincy  Adams.  The  denunciations  of  these  distinguished 
men,  while  they  leave  no  doubt  as  to  their  respective  opin- 
ions, are,  nevertheless,  vague,  and  give  no  clear  notion  as  to 
what  the  object  of  their  invective  really  was.  Judged  solely 
by  the  rather  uncertain  language  of  its  enemies,  the 
**  Junto  "  was  a  well-defined  organization,  which  for  many 
years  exerted  a  powerful  influence  on  Massachusetts  politics 
and  the  Federal  party.  Like  most  hostile  descriptions^ 
this  is  partly  true  and  partly  false ;  and  I  shall  try,  there- 

>  Barry,  S,  179;  Bradford,  It   187;  Boaton  Gazette,  March  13,  1780; 
Anttin'*  Ufe  of  Qerry,  L  3&3. 

■  Memoir  of  Chief  Joaticfl  Fanont,  p.  48. 
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fore,  to  describe  the  '*.7nnto,"  and  to  decide  whether  it 
was  really  an  orgnnized  political  body,  or  merely  a.  cant 
name  applied  to  certain  individuals,  who  ii»iial!y  supported 
n  common  policy,  and  represented  a  fraction  ot  a  large 
]Nirty.  The  "-Junto"  was  fjenerally  euppoMcd  to  be  com- 
posed o£  such  men  as  Theophilus  Parsons,  (reorge  Cabot, 
Fisher  Ames,  Stephen  Ilig^infion,  the  I^owells,  Timothy 
Pickerinft,  Ac,  and  took  ita  name  fi-om  the  county  to 
which  most  of  its  reputed  members  originally  belonged. 

The  men  of  Esswx.  were  descendaats  of  those  who,  in  the 
dark  days  of  1629,  followed  Endicott  into  the  wilderness. 
They  were  nf  the  ohlcHt  PiiriUin  stock;  and,  afler  all  the 
modiBcationB  of  a  century  and  a  half,  they  still  retained 
the  marks  of  their  ancestry.  The  lines  were  softened,  but 
fttill  distinct ;  and  the  inhabitant's  of  Essex,  at  the  close  of 
the  ]a«t  centiir}',  more  fully  perhaps  than  those  of  almost 
any  other  New  England  county,  represented  the  Puritim 
character  both  in  its  strength  and  its  limitations.  Strong, 
honest,  in  many  casc»  of  an  almost  rocklesa  connige,  they 
were  sagacious  in  civil,  and  bold  in  military  life.  But 
their  intellectual  %igor  and  clear  perceptions  were  in  many 
instances  combined  with  great  mental  narrouness  and 
rigidity.  Then,  as  always,  in  the  days  of  Revolution,  and 
in  tlio  years  M'hen  diij integration  threatened  the  countrv, 
the  men  of  Puritan  descent  were  foremost.  But,  when 
time  brought  change!)  and  an  expansion  of  ideas,  the  older 
generation  could  not,  in  Xlassachusetta,  bend  sulliciently 
to  the  new  political  forces.  They  i^esisted  when  they 
could,  and,  though  unconvinced,  stoiculty  submitted  when 
resistance  was  not  longer  possible.  But  the  services  they 
rendered  in  trying  times  may  well  eftnco  the  remembrance 
of  an  obstinacy,  which  proceeded  from  strength,  not  from 
weakness,  and  by  which  they  were  themaelvcs  the  greatest 
suSfcrors.^ 

■  In  tUs  description  of  the  "  Ehci  Jonio,"  I  Itavo  Hriticn  without  e»pe- 
clal  Tvt«ntK«  lo  Mr  C«U>l,  «1)o  waa  of  I'm-ttun  devc^nt  on  h!>  inolber'l 
Mo  mkmf.  Ilw  (Mngrapli  ii  intvndM  to  hv  »t  |{'''<i*''^'  ni' plication  in 
rvgard  to  Ibe  cbancttrbtks  of  llie  promuicnt  Emcx  k-adcra. 
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Of  such  material  was  the  "  Essex  Junto  "  composed,  and 
such  was  the  nature  of  most  of  the  leaders.  Taken  as  a 
vbole,  they  present  a  striking  example  of  the  mixture  of 
sense  and  prejudice,  of  liberality  and  narrowness,  of  cau- 
tious sagacity  and  reckless  audacity,  which  has  from  the 
beginning  marked  the  New  England  character.  The  re- 
puted members  of  the  "  Junto  "  held  political  power  in 
Massachusetts  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and 
their  successes  and  failures  are  a  part  of  the  history  of  the 
State.  The  subject  is,  therefore,  of  sufficient  importance 
to  warrant  the  introduction  here  of  the  only  account  of  the 
"Essex  Junto,"  by  one  of  its  so-called  members.  This 
description  is  from  the  common-place  book  or  diary  of 
Timothy  Pickering;  and  the  general  tone  is  so  character- 
istic of  the  writer,  that,  though  the  incidental  political 
views  have  no  immediate  bearing  on  the  present  subject, 
I  have  ventured  to  quote  the  entire  passage.  On  this  point, 
the  testimony  of  Colonel  Pickering  ^  and  Judge  Parsons  is 
of  the  greatest  value ;  and  it  will  be  seen  from  their  state- 
ment that  the  theory  of  an  organized  body  known  as  the 
"Junto"  has  no  foundation. 

"The  Essex  Junto.** 

"  Many  peraonB,  in  States  remote  from  Maseachnsetts,  seem  to 
have  entertained  an  idea  that  a  number  of  influential  men,  origi- 
nally of  the  coonty  of  Easez,  had  associated  and  formed  an  organ- 
ized body,  whose  object  it  was  to  advance  a  plan  of  public  policy 
peculiar  to  themselves,  in  the  administration  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment, and  particularly  in  opposition  to  that  administration 
which,  by  way  of  excellence,  the  actors  themselves  have  chosen  to 
call  Republican.  And  the  term  'Essex  Junto'  has  been  used, 
like  that  of  '  The  Hartford  Convention,'  tor  the  purpose  of  public 
deception.  The  innocent  —  the  more  than  innocent,  the  laudable 
—  purpose  for  which  the  latter  was  instituted,  I  have  lately  taken 
occasion  briefly  to  show  ;  referring  any  who  desired  more  full  and 

>  Colonel  ^ckering,  although  absent  from  Massachusetts  in  the  earljr 
dayi  of  the  "  Junto,"  was  afterwards  so  intimately  connected  with  its  reputed 
members  as  to  be  a  good  witness. 
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complete  iaformation  to  th«  excellent  and    perfectl}r  luitisfactory 
letters  of  Mr.   Otio.     I  will  now  give  a  briuf  accouai  of 
Kwex  J  auto.' 

"  Allhougli  born  in  Ekmz,  and  raiding  there  dnring  tlie  first  twi 
uid-ihlrlv  y<Mn  of  mv  Hfe.  and  officially'  tvoll  uctjusintcd  with  the 
county,  I  never  heard  llie  term  ■  Kiuex  Junto:*  nor  till  twenty 
years  ftftemranU  (in  1707).  when  the  election  of  John  Adams  lo 
the  office  of  Prendent  nf  the  Unit4?d  States  had  been  ascertained. 
Having  called  to  6e«  him  at  his  Imlgins^  in  Philadelphia  (say  in 
Jaooarj,  1797),  be  spoke  of  the  issue  of  the  Presidential  election, 
and  Beem«d  to  be  vexed  because  he  bad  so  small  a  oaaiber  of  votea 
(only  three)  o\'er  his  riral,  Thomas  .lefTersKiti.  This  he  seemed 
to  think  was  owing,  in  part,  to  some  inlluuntial  men  in  Maseachu- 
■ette,  who,  instead  of  zealouHly  proiuoliug,  were  at  beet  but  lake- 
wann  in  regard  to  his  election.  There  were  three  in  partieolar, 
of  whom  he  spoke  with  warmth,  —  George  Cabot.  Stephen  Hig- 
gilison,  and  Theophilun  PiirM>ns.  All  were  natives  of  Kanex,  and 
all  were  mr  friendn.  TUp  two  former  ha<]  rcmovtxl  to  Boston,  and 
the  latter  went  thither  afterwards. 

"These  gcullemeQ,  woll  acijuainled  with  certain  peeuliaritt«B 
Hr.  Adams's  character,  and  thinking,  doubtless,  that  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  general  goTernment  would  be  at  least  as  safe  iu 
the  hands  of  another,  were  willing,  I  presume,  that  hta  Federal 
asociale  in  the  nomination  fur  President  and  Vice-Fresident — 
CharIcA  C  Piiicknejr,  a  diNtingujitht^  citizen  of  South  Carolina — 
should  stand  at  least  an  high  on  the  electoral  list  as  Mr.  Adams 
himadf.  It  was  ibis  indifference,  or  Uikewarmness  towards  liim, 
as  one  of  the  Presidential  candiddtes.  thai  appeared  to  liave  excited 
in  Mr.  Adams  such  wamilh  of  resontment,  petulantly  expressed, 
a*  I  have  in  another  pajter  recently  ini*ntio»ed. 

"  In  one  nf  my  conversations  wir.h  the  late  Chief  Justice  Par- 
sons, 1  asked  if  he  knew  the  origin  of  tlte  term  '  Essex  Junto.' 
He  answered  tliat  some  time  prior  to  the  Amerioin  Kevuluiion, 
when  Usssachusetts  was  under  her  charter  government,  one  of  the 
royal  governors  (nil  received  their  appoiuttuenu  from  the  King 
of  England),  having  a  favorite  meaiiiire  to  rarry  in  the  liCgis- 
lature,  waa  opposed  by  some  ablt;  and  iufluenlial  members  from 
the  couuty  of  Essex,  and  defeated.  The  governor,  disappointed 
and  irriuted,  ascribed  his  defeat  to  the  '  Kssex  Junto.'  This 
origin  of  Ibc  name  does  no  discredit  lo  OUl  Emex.    If  able  and 
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influential  men  there  and  elsewhere  m  Massaditisetts,  and  in  the 
other  Stat«8  of  the  Union,  bad  been  able  to  resist  and  defeat  cer- 
bun  great  measares  taken  in  some  of  the  administrations  which 
succeeded  Washington's,  they  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  last- 
ing gratitnde  of  their  country.  The  men  here  referred  to  were 
those  Id  whom  Washington  (entertaining  the  same  views  and  hold- 
ing the  same  principles  in  regard  to  what  the  public  welfare  de- 
manded) placed  his  confidence,  while  be  considered  and  pronouaced 
the  popular  leaders  of  their  opponents  *  the  curse  of  their  country.* 
Hence  the  inference  is  obvious,  that  Washington  himself  and  the 
other  eminent  Federalists  deceased,  as  well  as  their  Federal  sur- 
vivors, would  be  comprehended  in  the  term  '  Essex  Junto.'  " 

In  a  letter  to  George  Henry  Roee,  the  British  minister 
to  the  United  States,  in  1806,  Colonel  Pickering  has  given 
another  description  of  the  **  Junto."  It  tallies  exactly 
with  that  just  quoted,  but  presents  some  additional  details ; 
and  I  therefore  insert  it :  — 

"  In  the  '  National  Intelligencer '  of  yesterday,  in  the  remarks 
on  my  letter  of  February  16  to  Governor  Sullivan,  you  will  see 
mentioned  the  *  Essex  Junto,'  among  whom  the  editor  has  honored 
me  with  a  place.     This  may  need  explanation  to  a  stranger. 

"  Having  then  been  absent  many  years  from  my  native  State, 
I  think  the  first  time  I  heard  the  phrase  was  from  the  mouth  of 
the  late  President  Adams,  just  at  the  moment  when  he  succeeded 
General  Washington  in  the  Presidency.  He  had  anderstood  that 
the  persona  comprehended  in  the  tenn '  Essex  Junto  '  had  opposed,  at 
least  had  not  favored,  his  election  [they  all  knew  his  pride,  his 
vanity,  and  his  eccentricities],  and  thereby  had  committed  a  deadly 
sin.  Mentioning  this  to  me  with  some  warmth,  and  in  language 
not  very  dignified,  he  pronounced  the  names  of  those  gentlemen, 
who  were  confessedly  the  principals  in  that  society  of  friends  which 
he  called  the  '  Essex  Junto,'  just  as  1  have  written  them,  —  George 
Cabot,  Thoph.  Parsons,  and  Steph.  Higginson.  These  gentlemen 
now  live  in  Boston,  in  Suffolk  Connty.  Mr.  Cabot's  character  I 
have  already  given  you.  Mr.  Higginson  is  one  of  the  best  in- 
formed and  most  intelligent  of  our  merchants.  And  Mr.  Parsons 
is  so  eminent  a  lawyer  (and,  I  might  add,  a  man  of  universal 
sdence)  that  in  New  England  he  is  often  designated  by  'The 
Giant  of  the  Law.*     He  is  now  Chief  Justice  of  Massachusetts, 
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umI  would  do  honor  to  «ith«r  Bench  in  Westminster  Hnll.  Tlie«« 
ihroe  gentlemc!!)  happened  ftU  lo  have  been  born  in  the  oounty  of 
Kswx.  I  efttecm  it  fonuiutte  (hat  the  some  countv  ^ve  mv  birth, 
and  mj^  highest  honor  to  have  tbo*e  gentlemen  for  my  friends." 

From  tiiis  it  appears  that  the  name  vras  originally'  applied 
"by  a  royal  governor  to  some  of  his  politicul  opponents  i 
anrl  whon  first  given  voa  still  familiar,  and  of  ill-repute 
in  England,'  altUougb  its  origin  in  Massachusetts  wuh  far 
from  disci-editable.  KevertheleM,  it  wa«  an  odious  title ; 
and  Hancock  meant  it  to  be  bo,  if  it  is  true  that  he  used 
it  a^iiist  hiH  op|X)n«nts.  Ituinti'oduced  at  a  mouieut  when 
parties  were  growing  more  sharply  defined^  the  old  name 
once  revived  was  not  soon  abandoned ;  and,  in  the  political 
strife  of  later  times,  abuse  was  lavished  upon  the  "  Essex 
Junto,"  which  would  have  been  ahnost  too  strong  for 
the  "Cabal"  of  the  Kestoration.  but  toKlay  this  formi- 
dable political  engine  resolves  itself  into  a  cant  {Ktlitical 
term,  applied  to  a  certain  wing  of  the  Federalist  party. 

Shortly  after  the  new  Constiliition  went  inU)  operation, 
Mr.  Cabot  was  chosen  a  senator  from  Essex.  Tlie  Legisla- 
tnre  of  178!2-83  adjourned  tn  the  autumn  of  1T82,  uultl 
Jannarf  of  the  next  year.  During  the  time  of  adjourn- 
ment, a  vacancy  occurrwd  among  the  Essex  senators;  and 
Mr.  Cabott  having  been  elected  to  tlie  position,  took  his 

'  AUhoutrli  the  mime  tmd  iwt  been  ii»ci3  Vefore  ilie  H»y»  of  royal  goy- 
CTnar".  thv  vuumj  nf  Kmct  Itail  fimpiil  nt  polilical  cunlrut  lit  Maujicliu* 
totta  a(  a  tiiudi  earlii-r  i>cnnil.  In  I'MI,  the  V-i^vx  men  tnniH  Wiitilmip 
nnd  iniillpy  one  ihdr  offlt-ea  of  Federal  rnmrnisiiioiiers,  and  repUcwi  Uiem 
with  Etuihumr  mul  Brailnirevi,  tuili  of  Eb»i-x  County.  By  ilic  name  coia- 
blnation,  a  i-vry  fomii'laWc  Bitpinpt  win  m«iV  U>  illi-laU'  lln-  prm-ii-iliiiipt  of 
titr  wholt^  i^xFniiiient.  Tliey  aiiiiietl  to  rcmnre  the  guvi'rnmrnt  «n<I  Ih« 
court  til  ilifir  foniity,  anil  nl*o  to  obtain  foar  ptnces  In  tlie  mnRlfetriicy.  Dr. 
Ptilfrey  uy*  in  tliis  coiuiH-Eion:  "Two  hundml  yrars  a^o,  it  *ocnu,  Vsatx 
DK^  wn  th<>u(;lit  lo  be  aj|>ir{n}r  to  rule  the  culooy,  aa  fifty  years  ago  an 
'Essex  Jtuilo'  wat  crivil  uui  nsititut  fur  lu  aUctitil  aiiiUiIon  to  rule  the 
CominonHrallh.  A  vital  local  inHiipnco  liM  ita  vliiw  and  llowi,  whii-h  aooi^ 
titnt-a  liblorv  dlacloao."  (HUl.  of  Sew  England,  II,  1.57,  nolo.)  In  tbe  pMt 
history  of  MaMacliBHtU,  Esarx  leema  to  Imre  ever  been  the  stronj^Nl,  owft 
ambitlutu,  and  moirt  powvrful  politkaUy  of  all  llit  (.■oiuitita. 
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seat  at  the  opening  of  the  new  year.  The  journals '  of  the 
State  Senate  bear  witness  to  his  constant  attendance  and 
faithful  work ;  and  this  portion  of  his  career  is  connected 
with  a  brief  contemporary  allusion  to  his  powers  as  a  public 
speaker.  The  English  translator  of  Chastellux's  "  Travels  " 
was  in  Boston  during  the  winter  of  1782-83.  He  says : 
**  There  were  then  violent  debates  in  the  Assembly  and  the 
Senate,  respecting  the  duration  of  the  Sabbath.  One  party 
were  for  having  it  consist  of  sis-and-thirty  hours,  commenc- 
ing at  six  o'clock  on  the  Saturday  evening ;  whilst  the  other 
insisted  on  abridging  it  to  eighteen,  reckoning  from  the 
midnight  of  Saturday,  and  finishing  at  six  on  the  Sunday 
evening.  The  former  proposition  passed  the  Assembly,  where 
the  country  interest  prevailed ;  but  was  thrown  out  in  the 
Senate  by  the  predomiuant  interest  of  the  merchants,  aided 
hy  good  sense  and  the  palpable  absurdity  of  such  a  regula- 
tion in  a  commercial  country  abounding  with  strangers. 
Mr.  Cabot,  a  very  sensible  man,  and  a  rich  merchant  of 
Beverly,  distinguished  himself  on  this  occasion  by  a  speech 
full  of  eloquence  and  wit.""  To  the  chance  presence  of  a 
stranger,  Mr.  Cabot  is  indebted  for  the  rescue  of  his  speech 
from  oblivion ;  and  upon  his  public  life  at  that  time 
the  few  words  of  this  eye-witness  throw  a  passing  gleam  of 
Ught.  The  unexpired  term  for  which  Mr.  Cabot  had  been 
chosen  lasted  only  to  May,  1783  ;  and,  although  ui^ed 
to  continue  in  office,  he  dechned  a  re-election. 

In  the  recurring  political  struggles,  Mr.  Cabot  warmly 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  party  opposed  to  Hancock,  and 
gave  his  support  to  Bowdoin.  Not  only  association,  but 
character  and  modes  of  thought,  made  any  thing  except  a 
quiet,  though  vigorous,  conservatism  impossible  to  him.  At 
this  time  (1780-88)  there  were  no  political  parties,  in 
the  strict  sense  of  the  term.  The  war  had  but  just  ceased, 
and  society  was  in  a  state  of  solution :  old  things  had  passed 

>  See  mtinuscript  Journals  of  Musacbiuetts  Senate  fur  the  yean  1782, 
17S3,  at  the  SUte  House  in  Boston. 

*  Chastellux's  Travels  in  North  America,  translated  from  the  French, 
London,  1787,  IL  383, 384. 
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•wBj-,  bat  atw  mwa  had  not  jet  grown  op  to  take  their 
p]Bioa,  Tbe  meo  wbo  then  were  mutexm  bad  all  alike  been 
Wh^B  Mul  patriofai.  In  other  words,  one  partr  had  pre- 
Tsiled  to  Bttcb  ati  «-jct«nt  that  no  other  existed.  Bat  in  the 
opponCioii  to  OoTprnor  Hancock,  as  I  bsTe  said,  the  gemu 
of  the  new  dirifcioDB  may  be  diMOvered.  The  politieal  dtf* 
lervnecs  for  Mcne  time  developed  slowly;  but,  danng  the 
oonfiuion  of  Uie  yean  which  BocceedeU  the  cloee  of  the 
war.  tlie  conwrrative  elements  gruclualty  gnthered  strength. 
Bowdoin  waa  eleetcid  goremor  in  1784.  and  held  office  until 
the  clow  of  tbe  Shays  rebellion.  His  vigorous  and  tnanly 
fiounte  in  that  insun-ection  destroyed  his  personal  popolai^ 
ily ;  but  the  party  which  had  supported  him  giitiied  in 
forcK  nJid  coiisistency  from  the  strong  reaction  against  tbe 
anarchy  of  tho  Confetleration. 

In  1788,  tbe  Massacbosetts  Convention  to  consider  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  met.  The  Federalists  were 
ill  a  minority ;  and  tbe  majority  opposed  to  them  was  for^ 
miiUble  and  determined.  But  the  "friends  of  the  Con- 
Htitiitinn,"  iis  they  were  then  called,  —  whose  leaders  were 
KufuK  iCing,  Amea,  Parsons,  Cabot,  and  othors  of  the  same 
Stamp.—  powcsAed  great  ability,  and  bad  the  advantage  of 
dufinli^  purpono  and  cordial  co-operation.  Their  opponentSt 
tlinugU  without  much  ability,  were  strong  numerically,  and 
powerfully  supported  by  local  prejudices.  The  appearance 
of  many  of  SIiuvh'h  partisans  lent  bitterness  to  the  conflict  j 
but,  if  those  insurrectionists  abided  to  the  numbers  and  per- 
sistency of  tho  opposition,  they  in  no  less  degree  roused  the 
zeal  of  ttie  FedLTulists,  tbus  brought  face  to  face  with  the 
recent  pn>motent  of  rebellion. 

Bel  ween  the  contending  parties  stood  two  men  oE  high 
jtonlion,  givnt  inlluence,  and  almost  unbounded  popularity. 
Jolin  Hancock  and  Samuel  Adams  were  at>le  to  insure 
success  to  tliofo  wlio  secured  tlu<ir  siipj>ort;  but  their  opin* 
ions  were  not  known.  The  Federalists,  thoroughly  appre- 
oiuUng  tbe  situatioD,  devoted  all  their  energies  to  obtain 
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for  the  new  scheme  the  adherence  of  the  two  Revolutionaiy 
leaders,  in  whose  hands  yictoiy  rested.  Hancock  was 
easily  dealt  with.  The  Federalist  leaders  understood  their 
man  perfectly,  and  were  adroit  enough  to  reason  with 
and  flatter  the  goTemor,  so  snccessfnlly  that  Parsons  actu- 
ally persuaded  him  to  preside  at  the  Convention,  and  to 
read  a  speech  prepared  by  Parsons  himself.*  It  was  by  no 
means  so  simple  a  matter  to  secure  Samuel  Adams.  He 
was  not  to  be  flattered,  and  he  could  argue  and  dispute 
with  the  beat  and  ablest  of  the  Federalists.  Neverthe- 
less,  he,  too,  had  hia  weak  point,  and  in  one  way  the  ardent 
supporters  of  the  new  scheme  could  apply  persuasion.  In 
moments  of  doubt  as  to  questions  of  great  moment,  Samuel 
Adams,  with  the  true  inatincts  of  a  popular  leader,  had 
always  relied  on  public  feeling  in  Boston  for  guidance ;  and 
the  Federalists  now  made  use  of  public  feeling  to  turn  him  ■ 
to  their  side.  The  mechanics  of  the  town  favored  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  their  leaders  called  a  meeting,  whose  loudly 
expressed  Federalist  sentiments  some  trusty  followers, 
headed  by  Paul  Revere,  promptly  conveyed  to  Adams. 
The  effort  was  successful,  and  Adams  gave  in  his  support 
to  the  new  scheme.  Other  lesser  men  were  also  converted, 
and  much  effective  work  was  done  which  does  not  appear 
in  the  records  of  the  proceedings. 

In  these  unofficial  debates,  Mr.  Cabot's  manner,  address, 
and  powers  of  conversation  were  of  especial  value  and  were 
willingly  exerted.  Since  he  had  last  served  in  a  State  con- 
vention, eight  years  before,  the  country  had  passed  through 
all  the  miseries  entailed  by  the  weak  and  wretched  govern- 
ment of  the  Confederation ;  and  these  misfortunes  had  con- 
tributed to  deepen  his  belief  in  the  necessity  of  a  stronger 
and  more  conservative  establishment.  During  this  interval 
also,  business  liad  taken  him  much  to  New  York,  where  he 
formed  the  acquaintance  of  Hamilton  and  the  other  Feder- 

1  Life  of  Samuel  Adami,  IL  248-276 ;  Life  of  Gerry.  II.  ch.  U.  See  aUo 
Uemoir  of  Farsotu,  p.  70  sod  fl.,  for  a  full  account  of  the  Federalist  move- 
men  ti. 
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ftlut  leaders  of  that  StateJ  This  acquaintunce,  which  in  the 
case  of  Hamilton  ripcneii  into  a  life-long  frii'n<l«hij>,  helped 
to  strengthen  Mr.  Cabot's  already  firm  convictions;  a)id« 
when  hti  was  choRttn  u  delegate  to  the  Convention,  he  gave 
himself  up  wholly  to  the  work  before  him.  His  pprsoniil 
frioiids  were  those  who  led  the  FeileniListii,  and  nothing 
contributed  more  to  their  success  than  tho  concert  and 
unanimity  displayed  in  thvir  counsels.  Jt  would  be  super- 
flaous  here  to  follow  in  detail  tho  history  of  tho  Convention. 
Mr.  Cabot's  position  has  been  detined,  and  liis  share  in  the 
liibors  outiiidt!  tho  Convention  has  been  sufficiently  alluded 
to.  To  sketch  the  part  he  took  in  the  public  debates  is  all, 
therefore,  that  renubins  to  be  done  in  this  connection.  Mr. 
Cabot  spoke  seldom,  but  always  forcibly  and  clearly;  and 
his  arguments,  tf  we  may  judgu  by  the  n^port,  commanded 
geneml  attention. 

Tlie  fourth  section  of  the  first  article  in  the  Constitution 
was  vigorously  opposed.  This  section,  it  will  be  reineui' 
beretl,  provides  that  *Hhe  times,  places,  and  maimer  of 
liolding  elections  for  senators  nnd  i-epresentatives,  shall  bo 
presoribed  in  each  Stat*}  by  tho  Lcgislnt-nru  thereof;  but 
the  Congress  may  at  any  time,  by  law,  mnke  or  alter  such 
regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing  senators." 
This  appeared  to  the  jealous  eyes  of  the  opposition  to 
infringe  on  tlie  pc^t  New  England  principle  of  free  repre- 
sentation. At  this  point,  there  was  a  long  and  vigorous 
resistance ;  and  the  FederalistA  were  obliged  to  put  forth  all 
their  strength  in  order  to  dispel  the  phantom  which  had 
been  conjured  up,  of  an  external  power  controlling  the 
popular  representation.  Mr.  Cabot,  in  replying  to  this 
attack,  begim  by  a  few  remarks  on  the  bienni&l  eleotioa 
of  representatives,  saying:-^ 

>  Oil  one  of  til*  Ti*lu  lu  Ni-w  York,  Mr.  Cithot  mvl  Mr.  Ji-fliTton;  sad 
Oi*  Utlrr,  ihrn  un  liU  wii»  t<>  t^uropp,  hitrroni^il  o(  Mr  Cutmt  a  S|mul«h 
HCnmrnar,  hy  Uiv  aiil  uf  nbicli  he  maatcn'tl  IhnI  Innyuaic^-  :n  Uir  Bhnrt  upwcw 
ol  nlnrieen  d^ys.  |l>i*r;  of  J.  Q.  Aduins,  L  317.)  What  iai|irM(Jaa  tlie 
eminent  TlrKlnlan  nude  upon  liSm  dw«  not  appear;  but  Mr.  Cnbnt't  oon- 
•cTTstlre  aad  IVduralut  u-udirndei  Uu  nut  htoi  tu  liuvi;  been  ■bated. 
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"We  sfaoold  consider  the  particular  bosinesB  which  that  bodj 
win  frequently  be  called  upon  to  transact,  especially  in  the  way  of 
revenue.  We  should  consider  that,  on  a  question  of  supplies  of 
money  to  support  a  war  or  purchase  a  treaty,  it  will  be  impossi- 
ble for  those  representatives  to  judge  of  the  expediency  or  inex- 
pediency of  such  supplies,  until  they  shall  have  had  time  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  general  system  of  Federal  politics,  in  its  con- 
nection or  relation  to  foreign  powers ;  because  upon  the  situation 
of  those  must  depend  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  granting 
supplies.  If  to  this  be  added  a  due  attention  to  the  easiest  way 
of  raising  such  snpplies,  it  must  appear  that  biennial  elections  are 
as  frequent  as  is  consistent  with  using  the  power  of  the  represen- 
tatives, fbr  the  benefit  of  tbeir  constituents." 

Mr.  Cabot  then  turned  to  the  fourth  section,  at  that 
moment  under  debate,  and  said:  — 

"  It  gives  me  no  pain  to  see  the  anxiety  of  different  gentlemen 
concerning  the  paragraph  under  consideration,  as  it  evidences  a 
conviction  in  their  minds  of  what  I  believe  to  be  true,  —  that  a 
free  and  equal  representation  i>  the  bett,  if  not  the  onlyy  foundation 
upon  which  a  free  government  can  he  buiU,  and  consequently  that 
the  greatest  care  should  be  taken  in  laying  it.  I  am,  sir,  one  of 
the  people :  such  I  shall  continue ;  and  with  these  feelings  I  hold 
*  that  the  right  of  electing  persons  to  represent  the  people  in  the 
federal  government  is  an  important  and  sacred  right.'  The  opin- 
iona  that  have  been  offered  npon  the  manner  in  which  the  exercise 
of  this  right  is  provided  for  by  the  fourth  section  satisfy  me  that 
we  are  all  solicitous  for  the  same  end,  and  that  we  only  differ  as  to 
the  means  of  attaining  it ;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I  confess  that  I 
prize  the  fourth  section  as  highly  as  any  in  the  Constitution,  because 
I  consider  the  democratic  J>ranch  of  the  national  government,  the 
branch  chosen  immediately  by  the  people,  as  intended  to  be  a  check 
on  the  federal  branch,  which  latter  is  not  an  immediate  representation 
of  the  people  of  America,  and  is  not  chosen  by  them,  but  is  a  rep- 
resentation of  the  sovereignty  of  the  individual  States,  and  its 
members  delegated  by  the  several  State  legislatures ;  and,  if  the 
State  legislatures  are  suffered  to  regulate  conclusively  the  elections 
of  the  democratic  branch,  they  may,  by  such  an  interference,  first 
weaken,  and  at  last  destroy,  that  check.  They  may  at  first  diminiah, 
and  finally  annihilate,   that  control  of  the   general  government 
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which  the  people  ought  alwara  to  havo  through  their  ImmedUto 
rciireaeDtativeni.  An  one  of  the  p^ojilK,  tlientfort',  I  i^pe^t  thai,  in 
my  mhid,  Uie  fourth  section  is  to  be  as  highly  prized  as  any  b  the 
ConsUtaiion." 

In  tha  dah&tti  on  the  wide  subject  of  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress, Dr.  Willard 

"  Entwrwl  largely  into  the  fieJiJ  of  ftnoJent  history,  anil  dftdured 
therefrom  argtimeiiM  to  prove  that  where  power  had  been  trusted 
to  men,  wheclKr  in  great  or  small  bodies,  they  had  always  abused 
it,  and  that  thus  republics  hod  «t>ou  dc^neratcil  Enio  arutocrucies.** 

"  Hon.  Mr.  GoHiam  (in  reply  to  the  gemJemau  fj-om  Uxbrtdge) 
exposed  the  ahaurdity  of  concliutionn  and  hyjioiheaeii  drawn  frotn 
aodeBt  govemmeata,  wliich  bore  no  relation  to  the  confmlerac^ 
proposed." 

"IIoD.  Mr.  Cabot  n-cut  fully  into  a  continuation  of  the  krgO* 
meota  of  the  honorable  gentleman  last  up.  In  a  clear  and  elegant 
nuiniier,  hn  analyxed  the  anclntiL  gnvannnentii  mentioneid  by  Dr. 
Willaril,  and  by  romparing  thi-m  with  the  propoB)«l  system  fnlly 
demontiLrated  the  superiority  of  the  latter,  and  in  particular  the 
section  under  debate." ' 

In  a  further  debate  on  the  powers  of  rongreas,  Mr. 
Donch  argued,  at  lenpth,  that  tlie  powers  granttsl  to  the 
central  government  would  dissolve  those  of  the  Ststes.  T* 
this  Mr.  Cabot  repHeJ  by  an  elaborate  argument,  and 
proved  to  his  own  and  his  friends'  satisfaction,  if  not  to 
that  of  Mr.  DencJi,  the  utter  fallacy  of  such  views.  In  the 
debate  on  the  slave-trade,  — ■ 

"  Mr.  Cabot  asks  the  genllemnn  from  Shano  whothnr  hi  his 
5ve  hundiv<l  miles'  travel  he  hsw  live  thQtnaiul  people  who  livu  as 
well  as  Uvu  thuuaaiid  of  the  lowest  sort  here.    Aa  to  the  slave* 

'  Mr.  Uanilal,  who  fnlIniVMl  in  tlifddinii-.iliip*  noC  npjwarlo  havcr7«t?iTe<l 
80  favoratili?  an  impivwion  of  Mr.  Caliot'*  effurli  m  the  reporler.  Mr  Ran- 
dal besan  b,v  *a.vinx  tli&t  aut^Iint  history  had  nu  more  U>  ilti  wiUi  the  i)uc*- 
tlon  ki  haiiil  Uian  to  kivow  how  nur  (ort-fniht-ra  dng  ctani* ;  whai  ho  Kan-d 
was  a  cousuli^Uiiitii  of  ihi>  ihirivL'n  Stai««.  and  an  eaforwmt-iit  at  Honlhrm 
cwlonM  U)  Xow  Ivri);l»">l  H]tu>Tj  lia*  liifiii  u  curioutl;  twltltd  verifica- 
tion uf  thin  pn-dKiion.  Thp  i-iijitnm»  of  one  part  of  tli*  loanirv  tt«»e  ctp- 
tainly  be«n  lntpot«d  on  the  other,  but  not  }ir«crw?).r  an  Mr.  Rnudjil  fwvd. 
For  tfacH  debates,  see  Hiawty  of  MasiscbuMtts  Conrcntlon,  1768. 
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trade,  the  Sonthern  States  have  the  dave-trade,  and  are  Bovereign 
States.     The  CoostitutioD  is  the  beat  way  to  get  rid  of  it."  ^ 

Mr.  Cabot  also  spoke  on  a  subsequent  occasion,  with  great 
fulness,  on  tlie  proposed  mode  of  raising  revenue,  of  which 
he  was  particularly  competent  to  judge,  and  upon  which 
he  apparently  enlarged.'  The  complete  though  nari'ow 
victory  of  the  Federalists,  after  these  long  debates,  was  a 
source  of  great  satisfaction  to  all  who  had  striven  for  that 
result.  The  prize  was  a  large  one.  Without  the  adhesion 
of  Massachusetts,  the  scheme  would  have  been  broken 
down  at  the  start,  and  the  *'  more  perfect  union  "  would 
have  been  impossible.  The  Federalist  leaders  in  Massachu- 
setts were  then  the  rising  young  lawyers  and  business  men 
of  the  community,  and  were  admirably  fitted  for  the  work 
that  lay  before  them.  Most  of  them  had  passed  through 
the  war  of  Independence,  and  had  shared  its  privations  in 
one  form  or  another.  But  they  were  not  the  men  who  had 
made  the  war  possible.  They  belonged  essentially  to  the 
period  of  construction,  which  must  always  follow  that  of 
revolution.  King,  Ames,  Parsons,  Cabot,  and  the  rest 
who  made  their  first  party  fight  in  this  Convention,  were 
far  from  believing  the  Constitution  to  be  perfect,  although 
they  worked  so  hard  to  secure  its  adoption.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  deemed  it  highly  defective.  But  it  was  the 
best  that  could  be  done ;  and  the  Massachusetts  Federalists 
acted  from  the  beginning  on  the  idea  that,  imperfect  as  it 
was,  it  must  be  definitely  adopted,  and  that  no  half-measures 
would  answer.  They  rightly  believed,  that,  if  they  failed 
in  this  struggle,  a  miserable  disintegration  and  political 
rain  were  sure  to  follow.  Their  policy  was  a  sound  one ; 
and  they  carried  their  point  with  great  skill  and  address,  but 
only  after  an  obstinate  struggle.  The  Federalists  did  not 
relax  their  efforts  after  the  actual  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution, but  directed  them  to  securing  a  fur  trial  for  the 
experiment.    They  did  not  neglect  to  choose  good  men  to 

1  Panons'i  MioBtes  in  "MaauchuMtta  Coorention,  1788,"  p.  901. 
<  Ibid.,  p.  3S0. 
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tlie  Senate  aiid  to  the  Congress,  to  fulGl  the  difficult  tusk 
of  organizing  the  new  goTernment  and  setting  it  in  motion. 
In  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  they  had  taken  only 
the  firBt  st^p.  Their  struggles  ia  the  State  Conventions 
were  as  nothing  to  those  of  the  Bueceeding  twelve  yean, 
during  which  the  Fedemlista  were  destinetl  to  Brinl^'  found 
a  nation  in  the  midst  of  tlie  bitterBst  opiMmition. 

In  tlip  mnrth  of  June.  1789.  while  the  first  Congress  was 
Bitting.  an<l  the  orj^iization  of  the  govemracnt  was  still  in 
progrens,  Mr.  Cabot  took  his  wife  to  Xew  York  for  the  Vton- 
efit  nf  her  health,  then  far  from  good.  He  there  passed  sev- 
eral M-eeks,  enjoying  the  society  of  those  friends  and  political 
allies  to  whom  he  was  most  attached.  Fisher  Ames  refers 
to  thta  visit  with  a  ]>teaKiire  which  was  pmhalily  returned 
both  in  anticipation  and  realization.'  During  the  follow- 
ing  summer,  Washington  made  hia  tour  through  the  Eastern 
State*  ;  and  on  hia  way  from  Boston,  along  the  Essex  shore, 
he  stopped  at  Beverly,  and  breakfasted  with  Mr.  Cabot.* 
To  the  latter,  this  visit  was  the  pleasaiitest,  if  not  the  most 
memorahle,  incident  of  that  eventful  year. 


Cabot  to  Parsons. 

BevrstT,  Feb.  98, 1788. 
Dp.ar  Sir. — T  fed  exceedingly  disnppnintec!  in  having  yon 
pass  this  way  withoal  stopping.  I  hod  »o  much  TQlieii  oD  seeing 
you,  tixal  I  could  not  believe  you  had  left  home,  until  ycstenlay 
I  was  infuraiud  that  you  Lid  hceti  lately  ie«n  \u  Bo»tuu.  ]  was 
about  to  iiKjuire  nioi'e  jiaruculiirly  irhetlifir  it  was  you  or  your 
ghott ;  but,  recollecting  tliat  to  detiirniine  this  required  muro  than 

*  Life  >iMl  Works  of  Fi«h«>r  Ames.  I.  46.  S2. 

)  I  h«re  inri)iion«0  ttila  little  Incident,  not  memly  becKuse  of  the  compU- 
Unit  to  Mr  Ciilwt  ilivni-bv  oonvvji-d,  but  «lau  Ict-ntuv  of  thv  plvatani  mk>- 
dalioiu  whk-h  the  anec<]i>te  it  malls  muM  alwiif>  h»vp  for  nie.  Whm  ■ 
htty,  it  »■•  my  nn^tt  (It-tinUl  lo  ptrtiinde  my  gi*niif«Ilier,  Mr.  H)>nrjf  C&bo^ 
10  tell  mc  bow.  m  ft  Ind  of  orvon.  hf  hid  iiniirr  tb^  fldoubh-  in  the  dlnlnf- 
room  of  ili«  hoaic  at  Beverly,  in  ordvr  ta  Kct  s  look  ai  Woihineton,  wlillfl 
lie  Mt  Bl  breakfast  m'ah  hia  fatb«r.  Tliu  rig!it»  g£  cliUdreo  wtre  not  sg 
tnnch  n«p«ctcd  tbca  u  now. 
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commoQ  acuteness  of  sight  and  judgment,  I  waived  a  qaestion 
which  bj  confounding  mj  informant  might  have  placed  him  in  a 
more  humiliating  poiat  of  view  than  a  man  is  willing  to  be  seen  in. 
However,  I  am  very  glad  to  learn  that  you  are  still  in  any  shape 
on  this  side  the  Styx ;  for  I  had  begun  very  Btrongly  to  suspect 
that  the  old  boatman  had  tumbled  you  into  his  scow,  and  paddled 
over  the  stream.  As  these  apprehensions  are  of  a  nature  that  do  not 
readily  subside,  I  beg,  before  the  old  kidnapper  takes  advantage  of 
you,  that  you  would  be  doing  whatever  you  have  not  already  done 
toward  rearing  the  Conrentional  Edifice.  The  impatience  discov- 
ered by  the  few  people  I  converse  with  stimulated  me  to  set  about 
collecting  such  materials  as  were  to  be  procured  in  this  quarter. 
These  I  intended  should  pass  your  sole  inspection,  and  only  such 
of  them  as  you  should  judge  would  be  useful  should  be  offered  to 
the  architects.  But,  having  got  into  the  depth  of  incertitude  as  to 
your  ubiquity,  I  forwarded  all  that  I  had  collected  in  their  rough 
state  to  Mr.  Minot,'  with  a  request  that  such  of  them  as  are  not 
suitable  for  any  part  of  the  building  may  be  used  for  firewood, 
which  I  am  sure  is  much  wanted  this  cold  weather.  This  last 
reflectioD  is  a  very  consolatory  one  to  me,  as  I  had  felt  most  con- 
cern lest  my  lumber  should  not  only  fail  of  answering  any  good 
purpose,  but  might  be  prejudicial  by  incumbering  the  work-yard. 
Whereas,  if  it  arrives  at  the  honor  of  warming  the  hands  of  my 
patriotic  friends,  and  enables  them  more  freely  to  execute  the 
commands  of  their  heads,  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied.  With  this 
sentiment  operating  in  its  full  force  on  my  mind,  I  proceed  to  make 
a  little  addition  to  what  I  had  sent  on  before. 

You  will  not  wonder  at  the  free  use  I  make  of  wooden  figures, 
when  you  consider  how  busy  I  am  in  preparing  timber  for  the 
bridge.*  As  to  being  witty,  you  know  that's  so  natural  to  me  that 
it  is  with  difficulty  sometimes  that  I  refrain  from  it.  I  have  at 
this  moment  a  number  of  excellent  puns ;  not  pnny  ones,  but  good 
substantial  ones,  big  enough  to  cover  this  whole  paper,  which  I 
could  very  well  entertain  you  with,  but  that  such  Parsons  as  you 
would,  at  the  least,  tell  them  to  a  certain  strong  man,  in  conse- 
quence of  which  I  might  possibly  be  pierced  through.  When  you 
have  discovered  what  may  be  called  the  occult  meaning  of  all  this, 
with  Or.  Swifl's  leave  I  may  possibly  furnish  yon  with  more. 

'  George  Richarda  Minot,  the  hiRtorian  of  Masaftchutetts. 
)  The  Eaaex  Bridge,  between  Salem  and  Beverlj.    Mr.  Cabot,  as  already 
italed  (p.  13),  woa  President  of  the  Bridge  Company. 
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TbA  ofaJecUon  to  tlic  (otirlh  scotioD  of  Uie  first  article  ^  U  stated 
full  u  alroogljr  in  Ui«  p^tjier  I  sent  Mr.  Miiii>t,  »«  1  rcuieiiilMu-  to 
have  heftrd  or  seen  it  made  anywhere ;  and  the  ftrgument  that  the 
jieople  of  one  SUite  have  an  interest  in  llie  elections  of  nwy  State 
may,  if  placed  in  the  mntit  striking  ligliL,  be  a  aatiafiictorj  soawer. 
Hi]t  thiirc  is  (in  my  mind)  grutind  fur  an  obji-ctiori  to  that  article 
which,  b^'  guing  a  little  further  hack  than  the  uppoueiit«  huve,  tnAjr 
be  taken  and  defei)d««)  agiiiiittt  any  thtrijK  /  have  ever  tliought  of 
that  could  be  brought  agaiiut  iu  I  nit>jLn  that  the  objectors, 
iufteatl  of  coMCtdin^  aa  tbejr  do,  by  ini|jlic:ktigii  at  lensL,  tliat  the 
poTrera  of  that  article  could  ttot  b«  fixed  abeolmcly  in  tht'  Consti- 
lutiuu,  and  so  reduce  tbti  (|ue»tioQ  simply  to  wbal  body  it  eliull  be 
lodgtxl  in ;  if,  insteail  of  this,  thejr  shuiihl  inmt  that  it  niight  and 
oiigbl  ro  tiave  been  fised  immovably  in  tlie  Constiujlion.  tt  will  be 
dillicult  to  answer  them.  For  I  cannot  see  why  a  rale  might  not 
have  been  made  of  a  kind  that  sliuuld  answer  that  dcscriiiliun,  and 
yet  aocommuduto  ilKolf  to  the  chaugi^  uf  pojjuluiion,  Stc,  In  all  tlie 
diETerent  distrtcU.  The  bfat  answer  to  ihiH  whidi  uccunt  to  me 
is  '•  that,  as  llie  ivrtido  now  standi),  the  different  Stnlea  may  each 
eujoy  their  own  favorite  aiude;"  but  tliis  answer,  if  punaued,  will 
very  much  weaken  the  ntrongest  argument  we  have  ever  lued  ta 
favor  of  Congress  liaving  the  right  nltimatoly  instead  of  the  States- 
Pray  tliiuk  of  the-  strongest  objecliuu  possible  to  this  article;  and, 
il  you  aui  atwwer  it  ^ntufactorily,  it  must  lie  of  infinite  sd%-aiitage. 
I  ooroe  now  to  the  point  for  which  I  have  tlionght  it  necessary  to 
write  to  you  at  this  time ;  and  that  is,  to  mention  to  you  the  two 
objections  which  I  am  told  the  people  of  the  country  find  it  the 
most  dilUcult  to  get  over.  The  Unit  La  that  of  the  fourth  ae<!tion, 
mentioned  in  tlie  la«t  page,  and  which  I  fear  will  xiever  be  entirely 
removed.  The  next  is  one  which  seems  to  me  may  be  prolty  fully 
aoswereil, —  that  of  such  a  consolidation  of  the  StJtt68  as  will  dis- 
solve their  govemmfciilfi.  Undor  the  head  of  objcctionn  to  tlie 
Senaic.  will  it  not  be  well  to  show  how  far  the  injustice  of  an  et^ual 
repretentatiou  ia  that  body  is  bahinced  by  the  additional  Mcurity 
it  brings  that  no  measures  will  ever  pass  tending  in  tlm  Bmallest 
degree  to  consolidatJon,  which  mu9t  be  olwajre  guarded  nguiust  by 
small  States?  Small  States  will  outnumber  gi-eat  oues.  This 
argumeoL,  well  managed,  in  addition  to  the  dependence  of  tli« 
Federal  government  for  the  election  of  all  its  branches,  and  the 

1  Section  b  the  Cunalittttion  u  to  regalkdoD  of  «tectit>na  to  Congress, 
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express  and  impliet]  reference  to  the  State  governments  in  varioua 
parts  of  it,  will  show  that  the  provisions  for  their  existence  are 
interwoTen  in  the  Constitution  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  be  sepa- 
rated without  rending  it  in  pieces.  I  wish  you  would  introduce 
among  the  preliminary  observations  of  your  address  this  idea :  that 
the  general  government,  being  an  institution  that  is  to  affect  States 
aa  well  as  people,  will  be  obliged  to  admit  into  one  of  its  branches 
that  equality  which  sovereigns  independent  of  each  other  usually 
insist  oa.  And  there  ia  tome  Jittiess  in  the  principle  which  requires 
that,  as  the  laws  affect  States  as  well  as  people,  the  consent  of 
States,  as  such,  as  well  as  of  individuals,  should  be  first  obtained 
through  their  [representatives  or  legislatures  ? '  ]  ;  and  as  sovereign 
States  cannot  be  expected  to  submit  to  an  entire  renunciation  of 
claims  which  have  been,  in  a  degree,  sanctified  by  the  language  of 
nations,  it  ia  a  strong  motive  why  the  great  States  should  concede 
something  in  this  particular. 
Verbum  tapienH. 

I  am  your  sincere  friend,  GeoaOE  Cabot. 


Cabot  to  Benjamin  Goodhue.' 

Bkverlt,  March  16, 1700. 

Sir,  —  The  managers  of  our  manufactory  have  desired  me  to 
forward  you  the  enclosed  petition,  with  the  request  that  you  would 
present  it  as  soon  as  a  suitable  opportunity  offers.  It  was  their 
intention  to  have  accompanied  the  petition  with  a  letter  to  yon, 
exphuning  more  fully  the  facts  it  contains,  and  the  objects  of  their 
wishes;  but  Dr.  Fisher,  to  whom  this  business  was  assigned,  hav- 
ing fallen  sick,  it  remains  unperformed.  The  Doctor  wishes  you  to 
be  informed ''that  the  proprietors  have  proceeded  as  far  as  they 
have  with  a  full  reliance  that,  if  it  appeared  upon  fair  experiment 
to  be  a  practicable  and  useful  manufacture  in  this  omntry.  in  our 
present  state,  the  government  would,  in  some  way  or  another, 
reimburse  them  those  heavy  charges  which  they  have  incurred  in 
introducing  it ;  "  "  that  the  managers  have,  of  themselves,  acquired 
dut  knowledge  and  experience  in  the  business  which  now  makes 
U  certain  that  it  can  be  prosecuted  with  profit  to  the  greatest  extent 

I  Donblf  ul  in  MS. 

'  Member  of  Congre*!  for  MauachuBetta  from  the  Euex  district. 
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br  liny  pcT^ons  who  caii  hav«  ilic  AJvaiitJige  of  our  hnowleil^ 
wkhoul  much  csfjcuae;"  ouii  iher6foro  "thai  we  cnnaot  reiaiburee 
oimclveN  tlie  gre&L  tiuinii  we  have  t>xf>en(1e'l,  lei  tli«  bunitieAs  sue* 
ceK<\  ever  Bti  well  nmimp  llie  pi'*>itle  at  larp-,  who  enffftjje  in  it 
vipon  thu  itjroruiuniiii  nu  Imvu  imivliasecl."  You  arti  itol  igQurantf 
I  lielieve.  that  tin-  Worot-«UT  pcujile  gdl  ihi-ir  mncliinery  mode  by 
n  mnu  whcini  wu  hiiil  Utu;;)il  nt  forest  esjien^u.  ani)  tbnl  tbcir  card- 
ing engine  did  Qot  com^ei^uc-iitly  t-ost  au  eighth  pari  aa  much  as 
Oiirti :  they  uImi  limk  nwuy  the  lu^i-oiid  spinner  we  1i:)<l  inMrin'UNl. 
TTiifl  wtiiiiiiii.  after  having  iVsLroyed  iiiir  raiHt-riiilfl  and  ettjuyetl  onr 
8tip{Mirt  in  lenriiing  to  opiii,  was  briht^l  to  desert  ns  as  toon  aH  she 
cwul'l  Ite  URffuI  to  us.  Thtf  KhoJ«  ]h1iui<I  unijt-rtakcr^  have,  to  a 
degree,  treated  uo  in  the  Mime  tnuiitier:  huiI  wi-  Imve  uol  yot  buetl 
altle  to  i)I>i|>  tl)U  evil  which  ha».  iv>>(  ih  «o  inui'h  iDoitey.  We  Iinvo 
now  nl)nut  forty  [MWphi  ptnp!ny«l,  all  ot"  wtioiti,  <>xwpt  one,  are 
oar  own  country  people.  Their  eontmels  will  expire  in  ttucoe8«iou. 
and  they  will  di0uiit  their  knowledjfe  and  hkill  lhrou)ih  all  tJie 
KLat4»  in  the  IJuiuii  where  iiiaiiufiu'turies  am  lie  ciirried  tin.  All 
tliese  lliriiyji  are  u^fnimit  n» ;  hut  ;ir«*  llnry  not  lieiiefieiaJ  to  the  pub- 
lic in  proportion  jw  they  are  pn-judiml  to  us?  "We  think  a  fair 
diwnitwion  of  our  protoiuiona  will  tihow  thnm  to  be  well  fouuded; 
and  that  if  there  be  any  ease  in  wliieh  j^tKul  policy  or  public  justice 
(which  is  always  g>>od  poli(;y)  w^ill  dictate  the  prrtprieiv  of  f^>vem> 
muuUil  itK.«lKturice,  it  it,  this  oa«e.  The  iitltuitu  importance  of  a 
mannfiicluri^  tlutt  will  ehttbe  uh  In  Ihi^  rolil  diinale  in  winter  m 
well  »R  wiiol,  and  whieii  is  tiHcd  univerBally  in  wnnn  countries,  will 
be  ai'kn<*wlt^lg'.il  liy  all  In  j^ve  it  a  stronger  eluim  to  piiblie  pal- 
ronagtr  timn  any  otiier  thai  ban  been  attempted  or  prii|]<i»(i|.  The 
materials  htdtig  vegeiahlu,  and  tlio  productions  of  varimts  cnunlrieft, 
may  be  tririKidereil  an  illiinilable  in  tpmiitily  ;  and  sneh  us  will,  Jo 
all  bnmnn  prohnhiliTy.  h«  always  at  a  priee  In  ihis  connrry  as  lotr 
ns  in  any  nmnufaciunng  country  this  sjde  the  Cape,  of  Gin)d  Hopf. 
Thft  intimatn  oonneclion  and  M-ciprocaJ  IjeneSt  that  natunilly  snb- 
BiBt  betwiH^it  munufjictnn-'^  and  a^ieuhiin<  at  ihi.4  period,  between 
theM!  iuhI  eomnieriH*  and  |hi])iiIiiUou.  ami  betwixt  all  of  Lheni  atid  a 
nalicnal  stren>^h  and  a  jire^lucltve  revenue,  will  necessarily  induoo 
Congress  to  give  tlio  subject  a  candid  examination  ;  but  il  will 
always  be  ueeeKtary  in  a  (jopular  atuH:mbly  tbut  some  few  persona 
should  take  ui»rtn  thein»ilv(-jt  the  Irtmble  of  thitd-in^  for  other*. 
Fur  this  reusou  tlio  uuuiagerB  will  be  obliged  to  you  for  such  par- 


n76-«0.] 


COBBESPOMDENCE.  85 


ticular  sapport  and  personal  attention  to  the  basiness  as  you  shall 
think  it  merits.  They  flatter  themselves  with  the  hope  that  Con- 
gress may,  by  a  lottery,  allow  them  to  take  a  voluntary  tax  from 
persons  in  different  parts  of  the  Union  to  the  amount  of  their  extra 
expense,  and  thus  divide  among  a  greater  number  the  cost  o£  a  ben- 
efit that  is  common  to  alL  Mr.  Ames  is  acquainted  with  many 
circumstances  which  it  would  be  tedious  to  recite  in  this  letter,  but 
which  may  be  convenient  to  be  possessed  of:  we  wish,  therefore, 
you  may  have  an  opportunity  of  consulting  with  him  previous  to 
the  introtluction  of  the  petition.  You  may  recollect  that  we 
engaged  in  this  undertaking  in  October,  1787.  Whether  the 
Philadelphians  had  then  begun,  we  are  unable  to  say.  We  did  not 
know  of  their  doing  any  thing  until  the  spring  following ;  but,  be 
this  as  it  may,  we  believe  that  we  are  the  only  persons  who,  at 
private  expense,  have  prosecuted  the  business  to  any  effect.  In 
Philadelphia,  it  has  been  supported  by  an  extensive  contribution, 
and  by  the  aid  of  their  State  government,  and  yet  it  is  trifling 
there  compared  with  it  here.  You  will  find  that,  in  all  the  coun- 
tries of  Europe  where  the  benefit  of  tliis  manufacture  is  enjoyed, 
great  sums  have  been  expended  in  introducing  it,  and  that  these 
have  been  borne  by  the  public.  In  Ireland,  a  bounty  of  five  per 
cent,  and  large  grants  of  money  from  Parliament,  with  loans  free 
of  interest;  and  in  France  the  government  has  continually  patro- 
nized  the  undertakers.  It  will  occur  to  you  that  the  European 
manufacturer  would  gladly  suppress  the  efforts  we  are  making, 
and  that  a  reimbursement  of  our  expenses  would  be  thought  a 
cheap  purchase. 

I  hope  Dr.  Fisher  will  be  able  to  write  you  by  next  post,  in 
which  you  may  have  much  information  not  ia  my  power  to  give, 
as  to  the  progress  and  state  of  our  business. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

Georqk  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  Goodhoe. 

Bbveblt,  April  6, 1790. 

Dear  Sir,  —  The  last  post  brought  me  your  obliging  letter  of 

the  28th  ult.,  since  which  some  private  hands  have  conveyed  to  us 

the  disagreeable  intelligence  of  your  overthrow  in  the  House,  and 

the  trials  for  the  non-assumption  of  the  State  debts.     I  never  con- 
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•i<]rrcd  tht  naitnnal  fj^rtvi^mnit-nt  »n  lieinf;  nutre  lliHn  tmlf  t*Ntab> 
lifilit^d  by  tliL-  nomimd  ucccplaiicf!  of  iIik  form.  To  inke  from  oar 
tt9Wa)ui|wr»  llie  nivUipliDr  they  liave  uiwd.  it  was  an  arvii :  but  Lo  we 
ihe  keystone  wns  wanting.  The  actutU  oxcrctse  of  cc-rtuiii  |Mwerti 
in  [he  excluHiou  of  tbe  Slates  will  l)«  llnibliiii*;  the  work.  Till  lIiu 
takt'H  pliu!!-.  I  raiitiol  think  tlw  ctHiiitrv  ooiii|)I(^«1y  *uife  frtmi  thtf 
(Imi),'*'!-  of  ilivUiori.  anil  n>n»e4UeiitJy  nnarrhy  and  wrpich«UieM. 

1  am  no  holder  of  inihtic  seRDritie^  of  any  kinil.  aoci  nerer  tcoufd 
If  iiitfrrKlnl  \n  any  .if  our  fiiQ^lB  on  any  iprins ;  but  I  foositltr  ihe 
a<Knin[iiioii  »[  all  oui'  Si^tu  dvbt  as  so  tsscnljiil,  thnt,  as  an  inrli%iiJaal, 
1  wuuM  rather  pay  a  fourfold  lulen-st  Uiruu^li  titu  uatiouu]  govuru- 
inenl  ih.-in  a  liaU  per  mot  tliroMgh  llie  nu'dium  of  the  Slate ;  bucau»« 
ihe  former  nmj/  give  na  protection,  ihe  liuier  eitiinot.  I  oonfe-M 
to  yon.  however,  that  I  nm  still  indtilgliig  myoelf  that  you  n'ill 
nnrcceil  in  tliiN  jHtint,  in  the  prHMeni;  tettj^ion  ;  aud,  if  you  do,  1  idiall 
think  tJiat  rh*^  Gn%'emmenL  Iioa  done  every  thing  ic«  most  sanguine 
friends  ant)  every  honest  patriot  could  have  iriFliod.  If  you  fail, 
there  certainty  ii^  rca-^n  to  appfL-liL-ud  a  long  und  bard  mntetit  with 
the  State  giiVfTMnwuU  /or  power. 

Since  our  |N<(jtinii  was  fortvarded  to  y<j«,  the  |>euj)le  of  I^banon, 
in  CourierliruL  have  w.iit  for  ono  nf  our  iiutcliine-makcrii,  who,  I 
MipiHJse.  will  fft  iiiid  HfHtHt  thrni  in  »>eLlinu  np  a  tnannfai-tory  t]i«re. 
You  know  the  utafe  of  the  one  in  Wort-enter,  and  that  there  is  one 
in  Proviilcnee,  and  another  in  Greenwich.  All  ihe^  have  iho 
lieiiefit  of  the  kn((H]ed<(e  and  lufomiatiou  wo  Imve  pllt'elluM^l.  Ad 
iiirii-aat-il  <b)iy  iin  iirijxirkiliiiii  nf  iinc-h  iiilirlfft  h-*  ai-i^  mnnufnclured 
here  will  nndonlitedly  lie  of  public  heiifKl  by  prnumting  tlteee 
attempt*,  and.  upon  |)rinaple&  of  sound  policy.  I  think  ought  to 
lake  pla«* ;  but,  ui»on  a  little  reflecljon.  yon  will  pt-rocive  it  will  h« 
little  ur  no  relief  lo  u$.  I  am.  •'ir.  with  much  regjieot. 
Your  fHend  and  obedient  servant, 

GkObae  Cahot. 


Cabot  to  Goodui'ic. 

BitTEULT,  May  6,  I7P0. 

Dear  Sih.  —  An  invincible  indolenou  of  diHpuailioa.  derived 
ffoni  natnr^  and  ronfinned  by  babit.  bas  prevented  my  aHcnowU 
e^l^ent  of  the  receipt  of  your  fa%'or  of  the  ITth  iilt.  Haring  aet- 
UikI  it  as  aa  irrefrsgnble  truth,  in  niy  own  mind,  that  the  DaticDol 
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government  cannot  go  on  without  assuming  the  State  tiehts,  I 
cannot  discharge  myself  of  STixiiity  for  the  peace  of  our  country 
nntil  that  object  is  attained.  "While  my  pride  is  gnitified  to  see  all 
New  England  united  in  their  efforts  and  wishes  to  establish  this 
measure,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  conduct  of  some  other 
men  whom  I  have  l>een  accustomed  to  think  well  of.  I  can't  ri'con- 
cite  Mr.  Madison's  present  conduct  with  his  former  princijde;:.  I 
couclude  that  his  pnnci]des  now  do  not  guide  him,  or  lie  has 
changed  them.  He  was  ouce  sensible  of  the  folly  of  such  a  divided 
sovereignty  as  left  the  supremacy  nowhere;  and  be  would  theii 
have  thought  that  the  powers  which  must  l>e  exerciscil  by  the 
States  in  providing  for  their  own  debts  are  such  n>  Ix-lung  to  a 
sopreme  government  only,  and  cannot  l>e  safely  left  to  sut)orili- 
nate  ones.  While  Congress  are  acting  so  unworthy  of  thfmselves, 
and  of  the  great  trust  reposed  in  them,  it  is  tu  be  apprehende'l 
that  the  anti- Federalists  may  seize  the  opportunity  of  attaching 
all  the  State  creditors  to  their  cause  by  providing  honestly  for 
them.  If  they  should  do  this  in  the  State  legislatures,  the  general 
government  would  be  ruined  irrecoverably.  The  only  security 
that  remains  seems  to  be  that  the  members  of  many  of  the  State 
governments  will  not  do  honestly,  even  to  carrj'  their  own  points 
against  the  national  government.  Tims  we  have  more  to  !io|ie 
from  the  vices  thau  the  virtues  of  men  in  some  cases.  ■■  All 
Nature's  difference  keejis  all  Nature's  peace."  I  hope  you  will 
not  he  wearied  out  by  the  perplexities  that  attend  these  great  ques- 
tions. The  welfare  of  the  community  certainly  dejiends  upon  your 
success.  This  idea  will  animate  you  to  i>ersevere,  and.  if  you  die, 
lo  fall  iu  the  last  ditch. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  your  assured  friend, 

Gkok«k  Cabot. 


as 
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1701-1702. 


Tlic  Cullvd  Suin  S«oaI«. 

Ix  the  month  of  June,  1791,  Mr.  Cabot  was  cliosen,  will 
out  opposition,  Senntor  of  the  Unitni)  Htates  from  Masse 
chnsetts,  for  the  full  term,  to  succeed  THi^tram  O»!tot 
}l<y  at  once  accepted  the  office,  and  in  the  following  autnm 
1*^014  his  seat.  Tlie  othei-  MaHsachusettn  senator  at  tlii 
time  was  Calub  Strong,  with  whom  Mr.  Cnbot  mah 
triined  a  life-lung  friendship.  .Mr.  Cabot's  services  in  tli 
State  Convention  hotl  made  him  well  and  widely  known 
nnd,  nft-er  his  arrival  in  Philndelphiiv,  he  at  once  toi« 
hi^h  position  among  the  Federalist  leaders  in  the  nationi 
govej-nment.  lie  took  the  oath  of  ollice  just  in  time  to  b 
place<l  upon  the  committee  to  draft  an  address  in  repi 
to  tli**  Pn'hiilent's  muHsaye.  But  liis  servjces  then.  ji«  wbI 
as  during  his  whole  aenntorial  term,  wore  principally 
dcred  in  affaii-s  of  commerce  and  finance.  During 
»ion  of  l7ril-9'2,  Mr.  Cabot  sened  on  the  committee  o 
the  mint,  and  on  that  for  establishing  a  cou&ulur  systen 
He  was  a  member  of  the  committee  on  appropriations,  an 
also  cliainnan  of  (ho  committer  to  ennaidor  the  expedienc 
of  legisUtion,  and,  if  it  wns  thought  proper,  to  i-eport 
bill  res^x-eting  fugitives  from  justice,  and  from  the  »ervic 
of  mailers.  He  also  framed  and  carried  through  a  bi 
'•  for  the  encouraj^inent  of  the  Hunk  and  other  ivKl-lisherira 
and  for  the  regulation  and  government  of  the  fiahorme 
employe<l  therein,"  and  in  this  connection  ser%-ed  as  ill 
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chairman  of  the  committee  on  fisheries.  In  this,  as  in  all 
subsequent  sessions,  Mr.  Cabot  was  most  assiduous  in  his 
attention  to  all  the  duties  involved  iu  bis  office.  Invariably 
present  when  the  session  opened,  he  asked  for  leave  of 
absence  but  once  during  his  term  of  service,  and  then  only 
to  go  home  and  tender  his  resignation.  Mr.  Cabot  had  no 
fondness  for  public  life ;  but  he  had  a  keen  sense  of  respon- 
sibility both  to  his  country  and  to  himself,  and,  if  he  under- 
took to  fill  an  office  at  all,  he  gave  it  his  constant  care 
and  best  attention.  How  much  he  felt  the  then  very 
marked  carelessness  of  senators  in  regard  to  their  atten- 
dance, and  the  misfortunes  involved  by  continual  absences 
from  their  posts,  is  well  illustrated  by  the  letter  to  Mr. 
Strong,  printed  at  the  end  of  the  next  chapter. 

When  Mr.  Cabot  first  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate,  parties 
had  begun  to  crystallize.  The  Federalists,  from  being  sup- 
porters of  the  Constitution,  had  become  the  supporters  of  the 
government.  Now,  as  in  the  contest  for  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  they  had  the  advantage  of  definite  objects 
and  settled  plans,  besides  greater  ability  and  a  more  perfect 
co-operation  than  their  opponents.  As  yet  the  opposition 
was  a  loose  mass  of  heterogeneous  materials;  but  in  the 
two  first  years  of  the  new  government  they  obtained  what 
they  most  sorely  needed,  —  a  great  leader.  Jefferson,  after 
his  return  from  Europe,  had  carefully  surveyed  the  political 
field ;  and,  at  the  date  of  Mr.  Cabot's  election  to  the  Sen- 
ate, had  practically  come  out  as  chief  of  the  opposition, 
though  he  continued  to  hold  the  first  cabinet  office,  and  was 
still  a  nominal  supporter  of  the  administration.  With  a  sure 
band,  he  was  engaged  in  welding  the  different  elements  of 
opposition  into  the  consistent  and  compact  form  of  a  party. 
By  the  unerring  instinct  of  a  popular  leiuler,  Jefferson  saw  at 
once  the  Federalists'  advantage  in  their  cry  for  better  govern- 
ment and  strong  policy.  An  antidote  was  needed,  and  Jeffer- 
son furnished  it.  Shrinking  from  an  attack  on  Washington, 
who  was  upheld  and  defended  by  the  implicit  popular  faith, 
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lift  atnick  at  the  two  party  Iwiilers,  Atlains  ami  Hamilton  ; 
and,  lintiKling  tlieoi  with  the  tttigiua  of  luoimix'tiiitm.  raU 
lieil  hiK  own  followt-rti  with  the  ilemovmtiu  sliibbuleth 
of  fidelity  to  republican  institutions.  I'arty  lines  wero 
rlrnwii.  tliei'»f(ir<%  \vit.li  foii.tidi'nible  shjirpiKtSH,  tliiring*  Mr. 
Ciiliot'a  fintt  winter  in  I^biludr^Iphiii.  The  control  of 
both  brandies  of  Congress  was  ntill  in  tli«  hands  of  the 
Federalists,  but  their  majority  in  the  House  bad  been  re- 
(lun'cil;  and  in  the  8t^nat'<;,  owin^  tu  abuKnces  und  Ut  ttiQ 
UEiuprtain  views  of  some  mcmbcrB,  tho  Fedenilists  often 
carried  Jh(*ir  (wiint  only  by  the  pasting  vote  of  thit  Vico- 
i*re.sidcnt.  Tlie  firet  party  rjiiention  of  this  session  arose 
on  the  Hpportioniuent  of  reprt;tiuutatiTt»  Lu  avoordance 
with  the  new  census.  The  sinidl  number  of  represent 
tntivos  had  bpt'n  a.  fruitful  topic  of  complaint  with  the 
op^xHition,  and  the  House  jiawed  a  bill  whiirh  adopted 
thirty  thousand,  the  lowest  number  allowed  by  the  Consti- 
tution, as  the  ratio  of  representation,  lly  thin  means,  the 
nunilMT  of  the  UmiHe  ■was  raised  to  one  huiidrt'il  and  thir- 
teen, but  Iur<;e  frnctions  in  the  Northern  States  were  left 
nnrepri?sentc<l.  Tlie  Federalists  in  the  Semite,  by  theVieo- 
Pi-esident'fl  cafttiM)»  vote,  amended  this  bill  so  th:it  the  ratio 
should  be  tliirty-three  thouMnd.  A  disagreement  ensufldt 
aiul  the  bill  wiis  lost.  The  House  tlien  passed  a  second 
bill  with  the  ratio  of  thirty  thousand,  but  providing  for  a 
new  ceiisuH  and  new  distribution  before  the  next  CougrBsa,. 
Tho  Federalist  senators  struck  out  the  provision  for  the 
new  census  and  new  distribution,  aiul  substituted  a  provision 
in  fa%"or  of  the  unrepresented  fractions.  This  arrangemenb 
raised  the  number  of  the  House  to  one  Imudred  and  twenty, 
aiul  the  hill  endvodying  it  was  curried:  but  Washington  ob< 
jeetod  on  the  score  of  unconstitutionality,  and  the  measure 
was  lost  on  reponsidcratinn.  A  third  bill  was  now  intro- 
duced in  the  House,  which  conformed  witli  the  Senate's 
amendments  to  the  lii*st  bill,  by  making  the  nitio  thirty- 
three  thousand  ;  and  this  M'as  agreed   to.     A   letter  from 
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Mr.  Cabot  to  his  friend,  Theophihis  Parsons,  reveals  the 
motive  of  the  Federalist  policy  in  this  matter.  The  Fed- 
eralists believed,  and  justly,  that  any  increase  of  the  rep- 
resentation would  be  prejudicial  to  their  party.  As  it  was 
obvious  that  the  repreHentatioii  wonld  have  to  be  enlar^d 
without  delay,  the  exertions  of  the  Federalists  were  concen- 
trated in  an  effort  to  mitigate,  as  far  as  possible,  the  results 
of  such  a  measure.  The  ratio  of  thirty  thousand  left  large 
unrepresented  fractions  in  the  Northern  States,  the  strong- 
hold of  Federalism ;  whereas  the  ratio  of  thirty-three  thou- 
sand absorbed  the  fractions,  or  left  tliem  in  the  South  only, 
and  thus  diminished  as  much  as  possible  the  anti-Federalist 
effects  of  the  necessary  increase  in  representation.  Mr. 
Cabot  supported  the  Federalist  policy  strongly,  which  was 
saved  at  the  most  critical  moments  only  by  the  casting 
vote  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  Cabot's  faith  in  the  goveiTiment  measures  rose,  doubt- 
less, in  no  small  degree  Irom  his  relations  with  tlieir  author, 
Alexander  Hamilton,  and  from  his  own  share  in  devising 
them.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  consulted  Iiim  fre- 
quently in  regard  to  the  important  questions  of  revenue, 
80  intimately  connected  witli  the  interests  of  commerce  and 
manufactures,  —  subjects  on  which  his  judgment  was  liighly 
esteemed.  The  financial  policy  introduced  by  Hamilton 
■was  soon  strained  to  the  utmost  by  having  to  provide  for 
the  increased  army  which  St.  Clair's  defeat  rendered  neces- 
sary ;  and  Mr.  Cabot's  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
JishcrieSf  to  which  allusion  has  just  been  made,  formed  at 
this  juncture  a  part  of  Hamilton's  general  scheme.  The 
pecuniary  value  of  the  fisheries  was  enhanced  by  their  im- 
portance as  a  nursery  for  seamen,  an  object  ap[)eaHng 
strongly  to  the  Federalist«,  whose  policy  included,  among 
its  objects  of  first  necessity,  the  establishment  of  a  navy. 
The  problem  Mr.  Cabot  undertook  to  solve  by  his  bill  was 
the  preservation  and  encouragement  of  the  fisheries,  without 
causing  thereby,  at  a  time  when  every  dollar  was  of  impo^ 
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tancc,  anv  diminution  of  the  revenue  arising  from  the  sale 
duti(>s.  Wliftt  he  did  f)iilMtnntin1ly  was  to  cneournge  the 
fishing  interest  by  a  bouuty  ou  the  vessels,  and  replace  this 
bouuly  to  the  govern in«ut  by  BboliKhiiig  the  drawback  on  salt. 
In  this  way  the  objects  of  the  bill  were  eflect«d.^  In  the 
pnrCy  strugjjle  which  aroKP.  on  the  question  of  coinage,  Mr. 
Cabot,  as  a  member  of  the  5^nate  committer  on  the  min^ 
was  esfMjeially  interestwl.  Tht?  bill  for  the  mint  orijjinated 
in  the  Senate,  and  provided  that  on  one  side  of  the  coin 
the  bead  of  the  President,  for  the  time  being,  should  be 
atamjH'd.  TiitH  hannlHss  pn)viKioii  eauscd  a  niotit  violent 
debnte  in  the  House.  Kullying  to  the  cry  of  monarchy,  the 
Republicans,  (tfter  a  good  deal  of  fi-othy  eloquence,  amended 
the  bill  by  ttubstituting  a  ligiire  of  Libeity  for  the  Pre«i> 
deut'a  head,  us  the  device  on  the  coin.  To  this  amendment 
the  Senate,  in  the  end,  very  wisely  agreed,  and  put  a  etop 
to  the  useleflii  discussioti  which  had  been  excited.  In  this 
session,  too.  the  first  indications  of  the  strife  engendered  Uy 
the  evil  inlluHncv*  of  the  Fivnch  Revolution  wei-e  apparent 
in  the  debate  us  to  the  phraseology  of  the  answer  congratu- 
lating  the  Kreneh  government  on  the  adoption  of  tlieir 
new  constitution. 

Mr.  Cabot  served  on  all  the  committees  on  claims,  and 
on  those  np(Kiinted  to  deal  with  qut'-ition-i  relating  to  the 
revenue.  In  those  days,  before  the  era  of  standing  com- 
mittees, special  ones  were  appijintcil  to  report  on  every  ques- 
tion that  arose ;  and,  ua  a.  majority  of  these  questions  relau-d 
to  the  revenue  and  to  linuni'o,  Mr.  Cabot  waK  constantly 
employed.  It  would  therefore  be  tedioiu^  beyond  measm-e  to 
enumerate  all  the  various  committees  on  which  he  (lerved,  and 
I  bare  contented  myself  with  alluding  to  the  more  im]>ort- 
ant  ones,  and  \(  ith  endeavoring  to  dcline  so  far  as  [KKtsilile, 
from  the  slender  information  conveyed  by  barren  journals, 
the  position  occupifd  by  Mr.  Cabot  in  his  party,  and  tl»e 
satiire  of  the  otticial  services  he  was  called  U]M»n  To  render. 

The  session  of  1791-92,  if  compared  with  tho«e  which 
I  S«w  below,  p.ll8,1etlvn  lo  Svwall. 
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followed,  was  an  extremely  peaceable  one;  but  observing 
men  already  detected  the  dark  clouds  gathering  upon  the 
political  horizon. 


Cabot  to  'Washington.* 

Beveblt,  Jmnuary  20, 1791. 

Sir,  —  Mr.  William  Kirkpatrick,  a  member  of  the  house  of 
Messieurs  Grivegn^e  &  Co.,  of  Malaga,  wishes  to  have  the  honor 
of  serving  the  United  States  in  the  character  of  consul  for  that 
port.  Should  it  be  thought  expedient  to  institute  such  an  office, 
it  may  be  found  that  Mr.  Kirkpatrick's  situation  as  well  as  talents 
and  disposition  peculiarly  enable  him  to  fill  it  with  propriety. 
Permit  me  therefore,  sir,  to  request  that,  when  the  qualifications 
of  candidates  are  under  your  examination,  hi$  also  may  be 
considered. 

If  any  apology  is  necessary  for  this  freedom,  I  hope  it  may  not 

be  deemed  insufficient  that,  having  been  led  by  my  profession  to 

make  frequent  visits  to  Spain,  among  other  intimacies  I  formed 

one  with  the  principals  of  the  commercial  establishment  to  which 

Mr.  Kirkpatrick  belongs ;  that  these  have  desired  my  testimony 

on  this  occasion,  and  that  my  experience  of  their  integrity  and 

their  friendship  to  the  people  of  this  country  constrains  me    to 

think  well  of  a  gentleman  they  recommend,  and  to  confide  in  one 

ior  whose  faithfulness  they  are  willing  to  be  responsible. 

I  am,  with  the  moat  profound  respect,  sir, 

Your  most  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

George  Cabot. 
Tm  PREsiDBirr  or  the  United  States. 

Cabot  to  Hamilton. 

Bevehlt,  Sept.  0, 1791. 
Dear  Sir,  —  Being  absent  from  home  when  your  letter  of  the 
35th  ultimo  arrived,  it  has  been  out  of  my  power  to  answer  the 
inquiries  it  contains  until  this  day's  post. 

1  I  hare  inserted  this  letter  limply  ns  an  iiluatrstion  of  the  conception 
of  the  ciril  serrice,  entertained  by  senators  in  1791,  and  also  as  sliowing  the 
leUtion  to  the  President  which  senators  thought  they  held  with  regard  to 
mch  appointnieDti. 
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Almost  four  yftir*  fittv«  «>X|>ire(l  »!»<«  a  iminlH*!'  of 
men  in  tliis  plnce  nisooiAtetl  for  the  purpose  of  n.'^laliluilitR 
miuiufuctorjr  of  oollon  goods,  of  elm  kimltt  itnunllf  uiiported 
Manehcsi<^r,  for  men's  wear.  Tlie  variou*  purU  of  this  comf 
Dinnnfacrtiinwiiv  pprformed  Ity  marliines.  whuo  nf  whii.'Ii  iiru  ve 
intrk-jiU',  »ti<i  i^tUvrs  delicste.  A  want  u[  skill  iu  vonstrnrling  Jl 
mno-hiRory  and  of  dexr^rity  in  iisiiic  it,  aildwl  to  our  ivjint  « 
gmerai  knowloctge  of  til's  liusiuos!)  we  liml  unilertttkvu,  Iiuvo  prov 
the  ])riiici[>;il  iiuja'diuii'ttte  tn  iu  kui'lv^it. 

Di'atJtiilf  oi  till-  lU'Ci-Mutry  iiifuriiiulioii  ourtwtvea,  we  were 
jecL  la  b(!  tuieilei]  hy  every  pretender  lo  knowledge-     A  numb 
Kuropi»aiiH.  uhielly  IrUli,  have  been  iiiKX'<e»«ively  (employed  It] 
but  IU  no  unii  nf  thom  was  masu-r  of  txtiv  branch  of  the  bi: 
anii  moi«L  of  tli<-m  ]>ruvi;<l  ilfliincnt  in  Hcimc-  qnality  usHuutJul  to  ] 
fuhitMM.  one  only  Uiw  rumaiuu'i  iu  oui"  eurvice. 

Sutinfied  from  experience  tluil  nre  must  at  lost  depend  oi(| 
people  of  ihc!  coHiilry  almie  for  u  ttoliil  am!  perniAiieut  c^ilablS 
tnent,  we  hiivt-  ttir  i\  Song  lime  ilii-*'cti?il  our  efforU  lo  tljijir  iiiitL 
doQ,  eo  ihnt,  of  the  forty  persona  now  employed  in  our  work 
thirty -tiinc-  aru  natives  of  lh«  TiQttitly. 

Our  m.irhines  an;:  — 


lauiu 

i 


\ 


1  CAnUng'fnjpnf^.  which  with  the  Iftlior  nf  I  iniin,  caitl))  15  Ibs-  p 
day,  and  with  the  labor  of  2  men  k  nipable  of  carding  30  11 
per  «5ay. 

9  spinning-jenniofl,  of  GO  to  HI  spindles  each. 

1  doubling  nud  Iwiittiiig  ruachine,  conatruuled  on  tlie  priocJpl 
ihw  JL'iiiiy. 

1  RlubbiDn-mndiinA  or  eoiLme  jt-iiny,  to  prepare  the  ropings  f 
the  liiie*i  jcmiieB,  whurt-ou  ibey  ai-e  filled  for  doubling  m 
twUting.  I 

1  wiirpin«;-mi]I  (mffirit^m  to  ptrform  this  part  of  the  work  foj 
vtry  extensive  manufiictory. 

16  looms  with  %in(;-ati tittles.  10  of  which  are  »ufficient  to 
all  Ilio  yum  our  present  aphmcrs  can  finUh. 

2  cutUii^-fraiiifS,  with  knivL-s,  ^uid<*s.  Ac. 
1  burner  and  fnnmre,  with  :«j)pur:i.tUB  to  singe  the  goods> 
Apparnius  for  coloring,  dryjiifj;.  &a. 

A  summary  nf  our  acooiinta,  laudy  exhibited  by  the  mana 
Dhows  OQr  actual  expenditures  to  have  been  nlrout  SI  4,000,  n^tic 
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which  may  be  placed.  —  biiiitlings.  &c.,  worth  as  they 

cost $3,000 

Machinery  and  apparatus  now  worth 2,000 

Goods  anil  unwrought  mnteriah 4.000 

Sunk  in  waste  of  matemls.  extraordinary  cost  of  Hmt 
machines,  in  maintaining  learners  and  compensating 
teachers.  &c 5.000 


Si  4,000 


It  should  be  noticed,  however,  that  the  Legislatiire  of  Ma«saehu- 
8ett3  having  graiitefl  aids  in  laml  and  lottery  tickets,  that  may 
amount  to  at>ont  34,000,  the  neat  loss  to  the  proprietoi-s  may  he 
estimated  at  only  $10,000  actual  money,  and  the  interest  on  their 
advances  for  about  two  years. 

At  present,  we  manufacture  ,it  the  rate  of  8.000  to  10,000  y.irds 
per  annum,  worth  in  the  market  on  an  average  three-sixths.  These 
^oods  cost  us  three  per  rent,  without  adding  any  thing  for  the 
use  of  that  part  of  the  capital  which  is  constituted  by  buildings, 
imichinery.  and  apparatus.  If  the  proper  allowance  for  rent  and 
repair  of  these  be  added,  it  would  raise  the  cost  of  the  goods  six 
percent  higher,  which  is  indeed  the  true  cost,  and  is  etpial  to  what 
they  bring  in  the  market.  The  enclosed  specimens  numbered 
1  and  2  show  the  proficiency  we  liiid  made  two  yi*ars  agn ;  and  by 
comparing  with  these  the  other  specimens  on  the  sanm  paper, 
which  were  executed  lately,  may  be  rea<lily  seen  the  improvement 
we  have  made  since  that  periotl. 

With  respect  to  oiir  future  ]»rospt'cts.  they  are  less  discouraging 
than  they  have  been.  We  have  Kttii<ln<-d  the  greatest  cliHirulties, 
and  we  shall  not  be  exposed  a;iaiii  to  many  extravagant 
charges  which  heretofore  have  swallowed  up  our  fund*  without 
any  repro«lnction.  Many  expenses,  such  as  the  rent  of  buildings, 
wages  of  the  dyer,  compensation  to  managera,  and  some  oiIkts, 
will  remain  nearly  the  same,  though  the  scale  of  Imslncss  should 
be  greatly  increased;  consequently,  the  proportion  chargcuble  on 
each  yard  of  goods  will  be  lessened  as  the  whole  work  extends. 
Beside,  we  are  not  without  expectation  of  placing  many  jiarts  of 
the  work  in  private  families,  where  we  can  avail  ourselves  of  the 
cheapness  of  household  labor.  Our  machinery  has  lieen  bad  and 
dear:  it  is  now  perfectly  well  made  and  cheap.  Our  artists  have 
been  leamiog  their  trades  at  our  expense.     Their  work  is  now 
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worth  more  thiin  il  poits;  and.  m  tlioy  improve  in  skill  ami  adroit- 
niss,  we  exptiCL  tliat  tl)*-\v  will  perform  mora  oud  bcllur  work  for 
lite  MOW  oointMiiiHHtion. 

On  a  compwison  of  the  prircji  of  l»hor  in  this  conntrjr  with 
thoHO  o£  Gn-ai  Uritiun,  we  [lyrcfived  thiit  although  the  wrigea  of 
common  Itihor  is  niiicli  liijflior  her*,  yet  that  of  miifierrt  in  not. 
Huru  tho  rfumiinii  for  lalwr  ut  chiijfly  for  Kf^rii^ullun).  antl  ihewagn* 
HtHim  to  hu  regulut<.'(l  by  it.  Tlicra  tliu  mecliuuic  urte  uSurtl  ho  mticb 
employment  lli»t  the  (irninn*!  for  every  species  of  skill  and 
genuiry  is  coimlimt  am)  high. 

I[enc«  it  happens  that  we  can  satlofy  our  nrtiKts  with  woges  Teiy 
little  abovt!  ihi-  ^>minon  lahor  of  tho  country,  whilt;  those  who  come 
Iroiu  Kurupe  will  uot  wurk  without  a  much  greater  price. 

It  U  oil  coiistderntiuiiit  of  tliix  kind  Umt  our  hi>pe«  {iriucijKilly 
PMti  and  with  these  ideas  we  fthnll  proceed  to  extemi  our  haziness 
iw  last  us  we  caii  train  the  laborers  Co  tlie  proper  execution  of  Ibe 
work.  Thi*,  however,  mnat  Iw  very  iilawly,  as  the  heavy  Xottet 
on  ill-wrought  giHuIe  disi'ouragu  exieiitiioii  bi'voiul  a  vitv  limited 
mtio. 

We  huve  yot  hnd  no  experience  of  llie  ootton  of  the  Southeni 
States;  but  it  appeared  etirly  to  he  eesentiiLl  to  onr  interval  to  tiH 
cotton  of  the  lotic*-'*t  fil>re  and  the  best  cleanetl.  Thiil  of  Ciiyeiuie, 
Simnam,  and  nomeram.  has  li^en  preferred,  thoii;'li  at  »  price  two 
ur  thrt'u  pc'iiw  hij^lier  ihau  the  cutloa  of  the  tslundii.  In  pmpnrtioii 
a8  our  workt^rs  ar«  airkwanl  and  iiiiBkilful  is  the  necewily  nf  Fut^ 
Dishing  the  Wn  nmterints.  Bnd  mnlerlnlrt  would  Ite  wasted  alto- 
gether. At  prf  «eiit,  we  wi»h  to  have  the  cottoti  that  grows  aeurui^C  to 
the  etpmtor :  hut.  when  onr  upiruiprs  art!  more  jMsrfect,  wi  inferic 
kind  riLiy  iiLrhajw  Iw  wrooghi  with  advaiiui^io. 

With  tlie  highest  rtfspiKt  und  eeteum,  I   Iiavu  the  IiOBor  to 
wr, 

Tonr  most  obedient  and  most  hamble  seniinl, 

Gkorok  Ca.b< 


Cabot  to  Uamiltox. 

Oct.  ^  1791. 1 
Drah  StR, —  T  have  nnderstood  timt  after  the  peace  of  176^' 
Biid  till  the  Ute  war,  France  gave  direct  assistance  to  her  eod- 
flsb«ry  heaide  the  luouopuly  of  hur  home  aud  colualal  markets ;  but, 
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notwithstanding  these  encouragements,  the  supply  from  her  own 
fishery  waa  so  scanty  that  her  prohihitory  laws  were  evaded,  and 
very  large  supplies  of  foreign  fish  were  continually  smuggled  into 
her  colonies,  and  consumed  there  at  prices  forty  per  cent  higher  to 
the  planters  than  English  and  American  fish  was  worth  at  the 
free  ports  in  the  neighboring  islands. 

Since  the  peace  of  1783,  fish  of  the  United  States  has  not 
been  wholly  prohibited;  but  its  admission  has  been  generally  con- 
fined to  a  single  port  in  an  island  (sometimes  very  distant  from  the 
consumers).  The  duty  demandable  on  each  quintal  has  been  from 
three  to  eight  livres,  and  the  amount  actually  paid  from  two  and  a 
half  to  three ;  while  the  French  fish  has  enjoyed  a  free  access  to 
every  place,  and  upon  landing  has  been  entitled  to  a  very  liberal 
bounty.  Yet,  under  alt  these  disadvantages,  the  fishery  of  the 
United  States  has  successfully  rivalled  that  of  France. 

These  facts,  at  first  view,  seem  to  indicate  such  a  preponderance 
of  natural  advantages  in  the  United  States  for  carrying  on  the 
fishery  as  can  hardly  be  balanced  by  France ;  but  it  should  be 
noticed  that,  about  five  years  ago,  the  French  West  India  markets 
were  surcharged  to  such  a  degree  that  the  exporters  of  fish  from 
the  United  States  suffered  great  losses  upon  all  they  shipped 
thither,  and  the  fishery  exhibited  such  symptoms  of  decline  in  con- 
Befjuence  of  it  that  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  could  possibly 
have  been  supported,  if  that  of  France  had  not  been  interrupted 
hy  the  commotions  at  home.  It  should  be  observed,  too,  that  the 
equipments  of  armed  fleets  and  appearances  of  war  occur  so  fre- 
quently to  the  European  nations,  and  especially  to  France,  that  no 
fair  experiment  can  be  tried  to  determine  the  extent  to  which  their 
fishery  would  be  carried  in  a  long  period  of  uninterrupted  pursuit. 
These  and  similar  events,  however,  have  great  influence  upon  the 
fishery  of  the  United  States ;  but  their  frequency  and  efiEect  in 
future  can  neither  be  foreseen  nor  accurately  estimated,  and  hence 
it  is  the  more  difficult  to  say  '*  what  is  the  greatest  disparity  of 
duties  the  fish  of  the  United  States  could  bear,  and  meet  the  fish 
of  France  in  the  French  market;"  but,  on  the  wliole,  should  the 
government  of  the  United  States  restore  to  their  cod-fislieries  in 
some  direct  form  the  full  amount  which  they  pay  to  its  treasury, 
by  the  consumption  of  dutied  articles,  and  should  the  fisheries  of 
Ftflnce  be  left  without  aid  from  their  government,  except,  like 
those  of  the  United  States,  a  bare  indemnity  from  contribution  to 
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the  public  revenue,  should  the  markets  of  the  French  West  Ind 
be  open  to  the  fisli  of  both  countries,  I  thiuk  it  may  be  safely  reli 
on  tliat  the  flsh  of  the  United  States  could  be  afforded  full  ten  f 
cent  cheaper  than  that  of  France,  and  consequently  could  bear 
duty  of  ten  per  cent  on  its  value  at  the  place  and  time  of  sale,  a 
yet  sustain  the  competition  with  French  fish  selling  in  the  sai 
market  duty  free. 

I  have  tlnis,  my  dear  sir,  given  you  the  best  opinion  I  can  fo: 
at  present  on  the  subject  of  your  inquiry.  This  I  have  done,  i 
with  the  expectation  of  adding  to  your  information,  but  solely 
show  my  readiness  to  obey  your  commands,  and  to  convince  you 
the  esteem  and  respect  with  which 

I  am  very  sincerely  your  assured  friend  and  most  obedit 
servant,  George  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  Hamilton, 

Dec.  18,  1791 
Dear  Sir,  —  It  is  well  stated  by  a  gentleman,  who  haa  exa 
ined  the  subject,  that  in  1784  the  liritish  government,  havi 
taken  measures  for  dniwing  over  to  their  service  the  whale-lishi 
men  of  the  United  States,  the  government  of  France  at  once  » 
the  danger  of  suffering  her  great  maritime  rival  to  acquire  t 
advantage  of  four  or  five  thousand  excellent  seamen,  and  wi 
them  an  art  of  immense  value  in  marine  consideration  (as  t 
nursery  of  sailors),  which  they  possessed  almost  exclusively. 

France,  therefore,  did  not  hesitate  to  arrest  these  proceedin 
by  giving  informal  but  strong  assurances  that,  if  the  whale-fishi 
men  would  but  for  a  moment  reject  the  temptations  held  out 
the  English,  their  friends  in  France  would  soon  procure  for  th( 
advantages  sui>erior  to  those  they  were  required  to  refuse.  A 
cordingly,  liberal  bounties  in  money,  accompanied  with  oth 
allurements,  were  offered  to  those  persons  who  would  remo 
from  the  United  States  to  Dunkirk,  and  from  thence  carry  on  t 
whale-fishery. 

This  measure  at  first  did  not  have  all  the  effect  expected  frc 
it ;  and,  rather  than  hazard  the  immigration  of  the  fishermen 
the  dominions  of  Britain,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  create 
France   a   market  for  the  produce  of   the  whale-fishery  of  t 
United  States.     This  has  been  of  much  benefit  to  us  j  but  pari 
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the  fliictnntin^  policy  of  Fninoe  towmrd  ns,  aiwl  partly  from 
the  excetisive  preuiiiuiu  she  givcft  to  ber  own  reweU,  it  »  to  be 
fe*red  that  her  wliiilc-tifilK-r^  will  be  ereDtually  ntabltaliet)  on  the 
niiiu  oi  oan.  Alratilr  thia  bui^lneM  baa  ezteuded  iuelfoougidBr- 
vbly  at  Dunkirk,  and  t)t«  euormoua  profit*  which  have  been  made 
by  tbe  aid  of  puhliit  bonnties  cannot  fail  to  draw  from  the  United 
States  maoy  morn  udienLures. 

FrajiO;  i»  nndoubUMUy  an  important  market  for  tobacco,  rice, 
lamber,  oil.  ami  oecntiotutR^  for  sonie  other  articlon ;  but  the  onli- 
DUce  of  the  National  As«einbly,  re<iuirin|;  that  after  October.  17'Jl, 
tobacco  in  American  fthlps  »hoiiM  pay  fij  livrfs  per  (jointal,  duty. 
more  tluu  in  Krum-h  Bbi|M  (vi|ital  lo  nuar  double  frvt^hl),  and 
delerminini;,  aino,  that  after  that  |i«rii>d  American-built  vemcli 
cannot  be  mid  to  the  cicizenff  nf  Prance,  must  rciHler  onr  trade  to 
that  country  in  our  own  boltotos  oomjiaraUTely  small. 

Ill  the  courM  of  the  late  war,  France  ofien^d  the  jiorti*  of  her 
colonies  to  foreign  ehips.  These  very  nonn  pnjproHsed  a  lar^  share 
of  their  trade ;  and  k>ou  after  the  peace  au  arrit  of  Lbe  Council  of 
Stale  waa  paned.  re«incting  the  intercourse  between  tbo«e  co)o> 
ojes  aod  atrnngen. 

The  precise  intent  or  effect  of  this  fimt  ptiblic  regulation  after 
[the  peftce  iji  not  within  my  preBcnt  recollcctinn,  and  T  hav«  no 
[aailiority  to  wtiicb  I  can  nKrur ;  but  loou  afiur  it  (in  liHt)  another 
rrl  "KA.*  publinh^d.  wbi<-Ji  c*lab)i«hed  in  each  of  Ihe  WitMlward 
^iiUuidB  otitf  jtori,  aii'l  in  Ilinpatiiola  three  porta,  to  which  foreign 
eU  might  hare  free  aooesa  with  fish,  lumber,  live  utock,  rice, 
ID  corn,  Boltol  beef  (bat  not  pork),  TpgctAblea  of  a  certain  kiudf 
peltry,  pitch,  tar.  and  Uirpcntiue.  but  no  other  commoditlea; 
[duty  on  tii>h  lo  \w.  Ihn-e  livres  jnt  ■(uintal,  and  on  fatted  beef 
lirres  per  iMrrel.  and  on  alt  thrt><'  mmmoditiejf  such  Im-al 
M  mi|;ht  be  impoved  in  ilio  iaiatida,  beside  ao  establisliud 
per  cent  on  the  value. 

return,  and  bn  payment  for  theie  commodities,  molaftses  and 
of  the  i«lai)d*,  and  tfoodi  ffnviotiaiy  inijtorttii /rom  ^ratitt,  are 
Lonly  articJea  ollowod  to  l>c  brnught  awny. 
BvenJ  years  after  the  MMwud  arrrt.  a  third  paasetl.  mlsing  the 
[on  i»flIUvl  b<>?f  u>  a  dollar  per  larnd.  and  on  fiah  to  «  dollar 
}uinlal.  and  at  all  limei  a  »uni  eqaal  to  the  duty  per  ijuintal 
on  furvicn  tinh  was  given  as  a  bounty  on  each  qtuutal 
|i  ol  the  French  HsIierieB. 

1 
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Alltioaf(b  some  imporUnl  prodacu  of  the  TTiuted  StAtcs  are 
exclwluil  by  Uio  arrii*^  or  stJUKliDj;  laws,  yet  the  pressing  wants  of 
the  colo&ixtt  have  occasioDally  iuduced  a  swpeusiou  of  Iboee  laws 
in  relnrinn  to  particiilnr article*;  but  so  TcrutJlc  has  been  the  con- 
duct of  the  French  Govemmoiit  in  this  part  of  their  ndminUtra* 
tion  Ihat  the  peojtlc  of  the  United  Stjit«i>  have  Hometimei^  »uffereil 
exceedingly,  tbnugh  porhiipe  oft«?ner  profiled  by  theiiu  U'mporary 
indulgeuoefi.  Siuco  lliu  cumnieuvement  of  tho  Ituvutution  m 
France,  mid  partly  in  conseqiR-nct;  of  soirfily  there,  thr  colonists 
liave  been  obliged  to  take  from  the  United  Suites  large  supplie*  of 
flour,  and  some  other  items  not  usually  admitted. 

The  importanoo  of  the  French  West  India  market  for  the  fish 
of  the  United  Slates  will  appear  from  observing  that  nearly  oue 
half  of  the  whole  Bsh  in  conBunie'l  there  :  sbotdd  thi>i  advanta^  be 
lost,  the  fishery  would  Im  almost,  if  not  quite,  rulnetl.  The  molas- 
ses received  from  the  French  islands  is  an  excellent  payment  for 
what  iht^y  buy  of  us :  but  it  mny  be  noted  that  this  article  has 
been  raised  lo  in,  value  and  coitaequence  as  an  object  of  commerce 
chietly,  if  not  allx>Kelher,  by  the  peojile  of  the  United  SLalea.  It 
was  not  tlimight  t«i  1»6  wortli  saving  by  t!ie  Fretich  planters  nntil 
the  Aitglo-Aiutiricaus  twuinia  its  purcliosers  uud  created  u  demand 
for  it.  At  the  coumienceinciit  of  the  inolMHv^  tmd*^  witli  the 
French,  it  was  bought  by  the  tun.  ituppoHod  to  measure  sixiy  gal- 
lons, and  by  the  hogshead,  suppoied  to  contain  one  hundred.  The 
New  England  people  at  that  time  used  to  receive  upwards  of 
ninety  gallons  for  a  lun  uud  uue  hundred  and  fifir  fur  a  hogEbead: 
HO  liiile  was  it  valueil  hy  the  pbinrm.  that  they  for  a  long  time 
snbmitt^^  to  this   imposition  tn   the  measiin!. 

It  has  been  much  complained  of  tliat  at  Cape  Francis  bonds  are 
required  before  a  vessel  is  allowed  to  trade,  with  such  sureties  as 
cannot  be  hod  unless  the  captain  pays  an  extravagant  couimi&sloa 
on  his  whole  carpo  to  some  merchant  nf  ihf  place,  whether  ho 
n&Giils  any  other  aid  of  such  mercliant  or  not.  'NN'hat  share  of  this 
abase,  or  whether  any,  is  chargeable  to  the  govenimenU  I  am 
unable  to  say  ;  or  whether  it  extends  lo  the  otlier  parts  of  llispan- 
iola  ]  am  micet-tain,  but  [  think  it  doea^ 

1  am  not  iihle  to  diHrern  any  essential  difference  of  principle 
between  the  Frt-nch  and  English  colonial  systems ;  both  aim  at  a 
monopoly  of  Llieir  trade,  but  neither  can  effect  it  perfectly  without 
raining  the  colony;  each,  therefore,  relaxes  occasii^nally  in  some 
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points,  and  constantly  in  others,  according  to  the  neoessity  of  the 
case.  Both  nations  admit  nearly  the  same  commodities,  except 
that  France  takes  fish  and  refuses  flour,  while  England  takes  flour 
and  refuses  fish. 

England,  being  more  solidtous  as  well  as  more  able  to  carry  the 
supplies  of  her  colonies  than  she  is  to  furnish  them,  insists  only  on 
being  the  carrier. 

France,  being  unable  to  carry  the  requisite  supplies  of  her  colo- 
nies, insists  only  on  furnishing  them  so  far  as  she  can,  and  permits 
others  to  supply  whatever  of  prime  oeceasity  she  cannot  supply 
herself. 

The  English  reserve  the  exclusive  right  of  carrying  the  commod- 
ities their  colonists  need  from  the  United  States ;  but  they  impose 
no  duty  on  the  importation  of  the  commodities  themselves. 

The  French  diow  fortigners  to  carry  certain  commodities  which 
their  colonies  need ;  bnt  they  impose  a  duty  on  the  most  valuable 
of  those  commodities  greater  Uum  the  whole  freight  or  price  of 
carriage  is  worth. 

The  French  colonies  are,  I  believe,  more  extensive  than  the 
English ;  but,  if  the  French  had  not  from  necessity  taken  some 
things  which  they  legally  prohibit,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the 
exports  of  the  United  States  to  the  British  West  Indies  would  not 
equal  the  exports  to  the  French  West  Indies. 

Some  unavoidable  business  and  some  unavoidable  dissipations 
have  prevented  me  till  this  moment  from  obeying  your  commands. 
Upon  a  review  of  what  I  have  written,  'tia  some  consolation,  in 
seeing  how  unimportant  the  information  is,  that  yon  have  lost 
nothing  by  the  delay. 

I  am,  &C.,  Georoe  Cabot. 


Stephen  HioQiHaoN  to  Cabot. 

BosTOM,  1798. 
Deab  George,  —  I  received  yours,  enclosing  your  obser\'ations 
relative  to  our  trade  with  the  British  and  French  in  Europe  and 
in  the  West  Indies ;  and  I  think  they  are  just,  showing  very  clearly 
the  advantages  and  inconveniences  attending  both.  They  are 
alike  attentive  in  all  their  regulations  to  their  own  interest,  or 
That  they  conceive  to  be  such ;  and,  in  every  instance,  discover 
that  to  promote  their  own  trade,  and  to  encourage  their  navigation, 
ii  their  only  object. 
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Tlii«  U  tlip  only  natural  op  proper  principle  liy  whk-h  to  annnge 
their  commercuil  n^^nilatiuus :  mud  wu  hare  uo  right  U)  expert  of 
either  oi  ihetn  rniy  iuilulgrucv,  whicli  will  not  lead  c9tht;r  directly 
or  remotely  to  liieir  object.  We  ought  not  to  &sk  of  either  an 
iodul^tnoe  which  may  injure  them  ia  ooe  point,  without  offering 
llivtn  n  ttetielil  that  irill  fully  biUance  erery  probable  diuulvaiit^^re. 
Comtnerrinl  armri);«rmeDts  between  nationn  as  well  aa  indiviilitals 
nre  the  subject  of  fair,  open  atlvulutioii :  and,  in  formlni:  tlium.  Iwth 
]iartivK  oiij:lit  la  W  fully  BHtisfivd  that  tb<f  barfjaiu  will  prove  ao 
e^ual  one.  bi-fore  they  tlelluiti-ly  clotw  it. 

HolUical  ndvaotaget,  luch  as  guarant«e  of  territory,  au  aUiaoM 
offensive  and  defRnoive,  mippfiri  in  cane  of  invasion*,  Ac,  may  ho 
pven  and  received  in  return  for  panieular  ailvaata|^  in  <vmmerce>, 
which  would  utberwise  be  coufeose^lly  unequal.  But  as  we  have 
a  full  compeuiiatioii  in  kiiul  lo  offer  for  every  commercial  privilc^ 
we  waul  from  otlum,  and  can  have  no  iHrnaible  lulvantiigv  frtrai 
blending  oouimerce  and  pnliticH  in  any  in-jiuliationim  I  pnMunie  that 
we  shall  not  be  misled  or  drnwn  aside  from  the  path  of  aatety  and 
interest  by  any  ulleuipUi  o£  others  tu  combine  and  confound 
ob)ee(s  which  ought  ever  to  he  Mtparutely  consideretl. 

You  huve  stilted  gouemlty  and  rightly  the  advantages  we  hare 
derived  fruui  our  intercourse  both  with  llie  French  aud  Brttii^h. 
in  Eiiropf  nnd  in  ilic  Wejit  Indie*.  «nd  hiive  refcrted  to  ilie  prin- 
ciples luid  olijectfi  which  seem  to  have  directed  thetn  btith  in  their 
iudut^enceK  and  reslricUons. 

In  France,  we,  in  common  with  other  foreigners,  have  the  liberty 
of  freighting  from  port  to  port  iu  their  dominions ;  hut  this  has 
proved  no  Itent'lit  to  un,  the  fjvight*  beiny  low  aiid  not  very  fVe- 
quen^  nor  hnvQ  our  vee«ela  availed  themselves  of  the  liberty  in 
many  instaueeii,  Much,  however.  m«y  be  said  of  tlus  iudulguuoe, 
ilnuuifh  the  liritiiih  also  enjoy  it  wilh  others. 

Our  whiile-f!«thery  is  no  doubt  injnred  by  ilie  establii'hment  at 
Ilnnkirk  ;  and  it  i«  clearly  the  intention  of  Prtuice  lo  traiis-fer  tbia 
huHine»s  eventunlly  from  ns  to  ihrnnflelvefi.  Their  preei'nt  apparent 
Indulgence  to  uh.  wt  to  oil.  is  clearly  to  keep  our  whule-meu  at 
home,  till  tliL-y  shall  have  Imd  Itme  to  gtrt  preparcnJ  for  thrir  recep- 
tion and  enipln\-menti  luid.  as  they  Hhnll  be  able,  tbejr  will  by 
degrees  certainly  draw  them  over  to  France. 

To  withdraw  their  prcAcnl  cncoui-agcment  to  our  oil  would  be 
to  baaard  u  u-ousfer  of  llic  liidiery  frtnu  ua  to  the  British ;  oud  if 
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onr  men  are  once  transplanted,  and  the  business  get  into  the  hands 
of  Britain,  it  will  be  wholly  lost  both  to  ns  and  France. 

Such  are  the  views  of  France,  I  suppose,  in  their  arrangements 
as  to  our  oil  and  whale  fishery ;  and  having  secured  Mr.  Rotch 
and  others,  who  are  best  acquainted  with  it,  they  can  measure  the 
exact  degree  of  support  necessary  to  keep  it  up  here,  till  they  shall 
be  prepared  to  transfer  it  to  France. 

If  we  could  induce  the  British  to  receive  our  sperm  oils,  as 
formerly,  which  would  not  much  interfere  with  their  Greenland 
fishery,  or  if  they  would  take  it  at  three  to  five  pounds  duty  per 
ton,  we  could  then  extend  that  branch  and  support  the  fishery,  and 
take  our  chance  for  a  market  for  the  common  oil,  which  now  finds 
a  vent  in  the  West  Indies  and  Ireland  to  a  large  amount,  and  will 
daily  increase. 

It  is  much  better  for  both  Britain  and  France  to  have  that 
fishery  remain  with  ns,  than  to  be  transferred  to  either  of  them  to 
the  injury  of  the  other ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  they  may,  upon  this 
subject,  be  played  off  against  each  other  with  advantage.  But,  unless 
something  be  done  to  give  the  business  a  sew  face,  France  will,  with 
the  advantages  she  now  has.  eventually  gain  it  wholly  from  us. 

As  to  the  cod-fishery,  I  think  that  is  safe  and  will  succeed  with 
OS,  in  spite  of  them  all ;  and  the  bill '  you  sent  me  will  tend  very 
much  to  secure  and  extend  it.  I  have  shown  it  to  E.  Parsons,  and 
some  from  Gloucester,  who  think,  with  me,  that  it  will  very  much 
benefit  that  branch,  and  contains  every  security  and  aid  which  can 
be  desired.  The  bonnty  on  tonnage  instead  of  the  fish  will  prevent 
much  fraud,  and  will  save  a  great  expense,  in  fees  to  officers,  &c., 
and  prove  more  beneficial  both  to  owners  and  men. 

I  cannot  think  that  an  exclusion  of  our  fish  from  direct  imports^ 
tioD  into  the  French  islands  would  be  very  alarming.  If  the  con- 
sumption of  it  in  them  could  be  prevented,  we  should  have  much 
to  fear  ;  but  that  is  impossible,  for  they  cannot  support  their  slavery 
without  it.  They  have  no  substitute ;  and  we  should  supply  it  as 
formerly  through  the  neutral  islands,  with  aa  much  benefit  to  our- 
selves as  we  now  derive  from  the  direct  supply. 

Those  islands  have  experienced  an  immense  saving  by  the  admis- 
lion  of  our  exports  direct.  It  is  this  which  has  made  them  thrive 
BO  surprisingly,  and  increase  their  cultivations  and  the  numbers  of 
their  slaves.     Those  cultivations  must  be  continued.     Their  slaves 

I  See  above,  pp.  38,  41. 
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mm-t  be  fM,  and  with  their  present  hnbila  iind  Ideas  aji  well,  at 
lefisl,  iLS  licretofore;  but  this  can  be  doue  only  by  the  use  of  oar 
fitli.  which  Ibey  muat  bare  direct!/  and  cheap,  or  through  the 
nrutnit  tslaiHis,  at  an  ailvanrud  prittt- 

Tb«  KrvDcb  will  reluctantly  absudoD  their  BeUlemeats  for  lbs 
rod-fishery.  Thoy  must  keep  np  the  appeamncc,  at  l«a<it,  of  sup> 
portiD;^;  tliom  ;  Atid  if  they  would  admit  our  fiith  paying  teti  per  cent 
duly,  ami  giv«  no  bounty  on  their  gwn,  or  rei-eive  ours  free  and 
allow  a  hoiinly  of  ten  per  cent  on  thoirs,  I  would  ask  no  b«lt*r 
tertns.  'I'lu-y  vvuuld  be  better  thaci  we  liuve  enjoyed  for  year8.and 
wnnld  enable  an  to  »uppty  exelusively  in  a  short  time.  The  Freucb 
will,  m  wtOl  m  die  Britiah.  exdudft  nxich  of  our  exporta  as  iRterfera 
with  their  ohii  ;  and  both  wilt  bu  the  ciirriers  of  nil  they  want,  as 
far  a»  thi;r  can  be.  Franco  cannot  interrupt  us  much  as  earriers. 
Britain  will  bo  our  rivaU  in  luany  ca«ua. 

France  Iiaa  been  i-er«atile  in  her  commercial  intercourse  with 
us.  being  not  well  verse*!  in  tho  Rubject  of  commeroe,  and  from  the 
fluctunting  state  of  her  government  for  several  years  put. 

BrilAiu  lias  Wen  out  of  humor,  and  tUapofted  to  gain  every  adran* 
tage  of  UK,  by  Iryiug  projects,  aud  proving  tlio  wisdom  and  stAhility 
of  our  government. 

But  mntlent  are  now  closing  to  a  point.  They  biivc  twth  expe- 
rioticed  our  wisdom,  firmness,  and  rcsourceis;  and  both  most  now 
wish  for  permanent  and  equal  temu  of  future  interoouTBC. 

It  is  nur  jiart  to  see  that  we  have  a  full  equivalent  for  all  we 
gram,  tlmi  our  lurguiufi  with  all  Iw  equal.  Why  hhnubl  either  of 
them  Ije  allowed  to  carry  our  produce  to  foreign  markets  direct. 
without  giving  us  ao  eipiivalent,  and  what  shall  that  be?  To  give 
U8  the  lame  liberty  in  tlieir  ports  will  not  do.  because  the  amouDl 
they  have  to  export  in  transient  or  mere  freighting  Ahijui  bears  do 
proportion  to  uurG,  most  of  their  ex[>ort«  being  taken  off  in  ahipa 
lietoiiging  to  the  importer  or  exporter,  or  their  connections;  so 
that  transient  shi|>s  get  very  little  freight  In  their  ports  to  other 
pon«  of  Europe,  nor  have  the  Amertcaua  obtained  tuiy  such  freights 
worth  attending  to  since  their  independence.  We  would  have 
liome  tndtilgenee  in  the  nale  of  our  exporta  with  them,  or  the  im- 
portation of  their  oxporta,  to  serve  ta  au  ettuivaleut.  or  el»e  be 
admitted  to  )<ome  speci»l  intercourse  with  tlieir  colonies.  Frauoe 
will  not  fun)i«i!i  U!)  with  an  extensive  market  for  any  of  the  Amer* 
ican  expoiis,  save  tobacco.     Ireland  this  ywir  has  taken  near  as 
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manj  tons  of  oar  oommon  whale-oil  as  Fraoce  :  to  the  former,  our 
export  of  it  ia  rapidly  increasing ;  to  the  latter,  it  has  lessened. 
The  French  markets  take  no  great  quantity  of  rice  and  ashes ;  and 
their  demand  for  our  wheat,  flour,  &&,  will  depend,  as  in  England, 
upon  their  own  crops.  Our  beef,  butter,  and  pork  have  not  found 
u  yet  any  sale  in  France  of  coDsequence. 

Their  prejudice  In  favor  of  the  Irish  articles  and  against  ours 
has  in  part  prevented  it ;  but  their  demand  for  those  articles  in 
general  seems  to  be  very  small. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  see  not  that  the  trade  to  France  is  so  very 
important  to  us.  Tobacco,  which  is  the  great  article  they  do  and 
will  continue  to  receive  from  us,  they  have  endeavored  to  monopo- 
lize the  freight  of  ;  and,  excepting  that  aud  oil,  they  admit  all  the 
American  exports  in  any  foreign  vessels,  as  in  ours. 

The  t)^e  to  their  colonies  is  much  more  important  to  us ; 
in  this  State,  however,  as  little  so  as  any,  because  we  can  supply 
them  through  the  neutral  islands,  our  exports  being  more  essen- 
tially necessary  to  them  than  those  from  the  other  States. 

It  is  not  easy  to  settle  the  comparative  importance  to  those  two 
countries,  or  to  us,  of  our  trade  with  them  and  their  colonies. 
Their  connection  with  and  the  advantage  to  us  is  very  wide,  and 
arises  from  different  sources.  With  the  French,  our  best  trade  is 
in  their  colonies ;  with  the  British,  in  Europe. 

From  the  former,  we  want  indulgences  in  the  West  Indies  ;  from 
the  latter,  in  Europe.  The  most  valuable  articles  wonted  in  the 
British  islands  are  from  those  States  who  are  not  anxious  about 
the  carrying  of  them ;  and  the  bulky  articles  of  lumber  and  stock 
which  they  take  from  this  State  we  could  not  make  much  profit 
npon,  having  no  molasses  to  take  in  return,  nor  any  articles  that 
will  afford  much  proUt ;  but  in  Europe  our  trade  with  the  British 
is  vastly  important. 

England  and  Ireland  are  the  greatest  markets  for  our  most 
valuable  exports,  either  for  consumption  or  re-exportation ;  and 
the  British  have  done  us  the  favor  of  confining  the  importation  of 
them  to  their  own  vessels  and  ours. 

The  articles  most  wanted  in  the  French  islands  are  drawn 
chiefly  from  this  State;  and  they  are  willing  we  should  be  the 
carriers  of  them.  To  us,  this  trade  is  very  important :  it  is  the 
great  support  of  our  cod-fishery;  and  we  have  for  its  continuance 
the  security  of  its  being  indispensable  to  them,  and  the  certainty  of 
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•oppljrinjT  tliem  in  onr  own  vetaels,  dtr«ctlj  or  iudirectly.  There 
IB,  tbereforL',  no  ;^oud<]  fur  tiiucb  a|>prvhtiUAUHi  of  our  loniig  it* 
oor  any  reasun  fur  our  giving  up  «>y  grwMt  pojnU  to  rot«in  it. 

TKcy  ai&y  claim  some  good  e(|uivnlent,  ahould  thev  indotge  the 
iiD[>urtaLioti  of  Dour  and  meaU  Sec,  sKadily  and  witliout  interrupiion : 
but  wt  lUitt  woiiUl  iiiUtiTupt,  if  not,  aupplam,  tlieir  BuppliAa  from 
France,  it  cannot  he  expected ;  unil  wv  ought  uut  to  pay  much 
for  the  liberty  of  supplying  them  only  wtieu  their  ueceBsltiea 
oblige  them  to  look  abroad  for  fooil. 

The  imposition  of  dulJe*  on  our  exporc«  in  Mther  Fnmoe 
Britaiu  may  or  may  uol  be  injurious  to  iia.  If  we  can  roiy  on  the 
general  principle  of  the  consumer'!)  pftring  them  when  dulitwareso 
high  as,  to  diHOOum^  the  anc  of  the  artirle  ;  if  it  be  imposed  on  our 
exports,  but  uot  ou  those  of  other  for»igiierB,  so  an  to  tiup|K)rt  a 
rival;  or  if  it  ha  imposed  to  inerwwe  tho  productinn  of  U>e  article 
with  snc^ioeaa  within  tliuniselvee,  —  in  all  tlieso  uiii(;<s,  Uhi  chiiy  will 
j>rov«  injurious  to  ii«-  Hut  where  it  is  imposed  on  aii  urtJUe 
neoe»fwiry  to  themiwlves.  in  which  tliey  cannot  be  our  rival* ; 
when  nil  foreigners  pay  alike,  and  the  duly  b«  not  su  high  as  to 
clittcourage  the  use  of  the  article, —  in  thece  eaxe)^,  I  wi.mld  not 
pay  much  for  an  oxomption,  unleiis  it  be  (ui  exclurive  one,  tmi 
whern  wo  hud  u  rival. 

I  uxptvt  tbi'iv  will  be  much  manageoient,  and  much  party  spirit 
exhibiU'd  in  niljiirtlin^  our  comtQercial  ititcreoarao  with  Hrilain  and 
France,  but  if  a  fair  bargain  be  the  object  of  thu  parlies,  and  the 
negotiators  act  honestly  and  ore  well  informed,  tin*  bnsinew  may 
he  nettled  easily  to  the  botietit  and  satiBfuulJon  of  all.  The  gn-ni- 
e«t  diirioiiltie*  tliat  «iii  ariw*  will  be  frum  treaties  pre-esi^ljiig  with 
others,  whirh  tniiHt  be  attended  to;  and  thc«e  will  make  itnecei^ 
in  aome  caseB,  to  extend  or  restrict  beyond  what  would  othorvrii 
be  eligible. 

I  widh  ymi  well  tlirougli  the  EiitHinesn.  The  necperary  and  oihera 
of  you  ivili  luivtf  only  right  objijct^i  in  view,  and  will  attend  to  the 
subject  with  candor;  but  others  ugnin  will  enter  upon  it  rt>plete 
with  prejudice,  aud  with  all  the  zeal  of  party  men  or  interested 
agents. 

We  are  all  well  here,  and  at  Beverly  ;  and,  wiahiiig  you  many 
Happy  Xew  Yearn, 

I  remain  yours  affectionately, 

STEFBEy  IIir.niXSOH. 
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P.  S.  I  give  yoa  the  above  ideas  jost  as  tiiej  were  in  writiDg : 
they  will,  however,  be  of  the  ume  ase  to  yon.  as  if  reduced  to 
s3rBtem  and  more  dearly  oooveyed.  The  impositioa  you  speak  of 
in  the  Cape  is  winked  at,  if  not  worse,  by  the  government 
there;  but  it  exists  nowhere  except  in  Hispaoiola,  and  is  not 
bottomed  upon  any  demands  at  home. 

Cabot  to  PAssoNg. 

{Confidentiai.) 

Bbtbslt,  Oct  8, 1792. 

Deab  Sib,  —  It  has  been  generally  supposed  that  the  increase 
of  representation  in  the  national  government  will  be  an  increase 
of  opposition,  at  least  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Southern  States.  It 
must  occasion  some  anxiety  to  the  friends  of  the  Union  that, 
although  Connecticat  and  Rhode  Island  will  send  all  good  men, 
and  Massachusetts  likewise,  yet  a  majority  may  be  found  in  the 
new  House  whose  principles  will  lead  them  to  measures  injurious, 
and  perhaps  ruinous,  to  the  Federal  government.  You  need  not 
be  told  that  your  friend  Benson'  will  decline  the  future  service,  as 
will  Mr.  Lawrence,'  Mr.  William  Smith,*  and  Mr.  Barnwell.* 
But  perhaps  you  are  not  yet  informed  that  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Kew  York  the  opponents  are  well  combined,  and  are  incessantly 
active ;  while  the  friends  discover  a  want  of  union  and  a  want  of 
energy.  I  am  informed,  in  a  manner  that  Is  satisfactory,  that  a 
very  serious  effort  will  be  made  to  prevent  the  re-election  of  Mr. 
Adams ;  that  in  New  York,  where  the  electors  are  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Legislature,  every  artifice  will  be  practised  to  procure  the 
appointment  of  such  persons  only  as  will  agree  to  degrade  Mr. 
Adams  ;  that  Governor  Clinton  is  invited  to  stand  a  candidate  for 
the  Vice-Presidency,  but,  if  he  refuses,  the  same  party  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  New  York  are  to  fix  on  a  new  candidate  of  simitar 
principles,  and  that  he  will  be  supported  by  the  infiuence  of  all  the 
Virginian  and  other  malcontents.     The  ruin  of  Mr.  Adams  would 

1  Egbert  Benaoo,  of  New  York,  at  this  time  member  of  Congreaa,  and  af  ter- 
vards  Judge  of  New  York  Supreme  Court  and  United  Statei  Circuit  Court. 

*  John  Lawrence,  member  of  Congresa  from  New  York,  1789-93;  United 
State*  Judge  of  the  New  York  District  Court,  1794 ;  United  State*  Senator, 
1796-1800. 

*  William  Loughton  Smitli,  of  South  Carolina.  He  remained  in  Congress 
until  1799,  when  he  waa  appointed  minister  to  Portugal  by  John  Adams. 

*  Robert  Barnwell,  member  of  Coogrew  from  South  Carolina,  1791-93. 
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be  a  Lriumph  of  Che  JacoBiru,  and  would  bo  an  importaut 
lowunl  Umt  general  ovortJirow  of  our  c«tablifthm«nt  wliich  is' 
denlly  intended.     With   tlmui  Meaj*  npon  liU  mind,  a   frier 
wntutii  by  thii  last  post  ui  know  of  m«  wliethftr  Mafisaclii 
will  sc-ud  (lit  iat*u  of  right  principle  aud  good  abilities,  and 
ciolly  whether  she  will  tend  Mr.  Parsons,  whose  EHsiatoace  will 
proiligioQKty  imporuuitf  and  who^  Utlent^  ought  not  tobewilhbf 
I  odIj  answer  an  you  answered  me,  '*  tlint  your  family  and  subsistei 
could  not   be  abandoned."     It   is,    however,  exceedingly    I 
lamenttid  that  you  caaiiut  or  will  not  come  to  our  help. 

You  will  recoMent,  among  the  lale  addreues  of  Governor  Cli 
the  name  of  our  old  friend  Ongond : '  he  is  now  and  has  indeed 
been  considered  an  deep  i»  the  principles  of  that  party.  Is  i| 
probithte  that  he  may  beat  up  for  troopi  in  this  i]uart«r  to 
tftam  tlie  next  catnpiiign  ?  My  neighbor  D.  would  probably  all 
designs.  Some  alti>ntJon,  therefore,  will  be  ueoenaary  U>  secuii 
choice  of  good  electors  aa  well  as  ntpresentative.  I  cannot,  w 
propriety,  take  any  part  iu  these  proceedings  ;  but  my  concoro 
th<!  public  welfare  loads  me  inevitably  to  communicate  to  m 
csontidfNiiiil  friends  siioh  information  as  I  may  have  of  the  mq 
mGui«  of  the  opposition,  and  kr  they  may  be  supposed  to  dew 
Tnn  have  withdrawn  yourself  from  the  circle  of  politics ;  butj 
will  uftnu  bu  iu  cuntucl  with  those  who  are  wilhiu  it,  audj 
impress  those  whom  you  toudi-  It  cannot  but  happen,  thet 
tluic  yon  will  do  much  good  without  great  trouble  to  yourself. 
I  am,  with  very  great  respect, 

Your  friend  and  olxidieiit  sonraot, 

GeuROB  Cabi 


ud] 
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I  Samuel  Osgood,  of  HassaebuMtts.  He  had  heva  n  member  of  the  C 
tinenlsl  Confiess,  andhadserrei!  wiih  diidncilon  in  the  war  for  IiKlCf 
d(-n(W-  ll'd  sIm  \)rvn  flnil  cumnii»iuncT  of  thi?  Trracurj,  11lU>'4IO;  i 
from  lTSD-01  wn«  po*lniaftcT>gmcrnl  of  tbc  Unilvd  titatei;  alterwi 
speaker  of  tlie  Mew  Vork  Assemhty. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

170£-179e. 
The  United  States  Senate. 

Before  Mr.  Cabot  returned  to  Philadelphia,  in  the 
autumn  of  1792,  party  strife  had  become  much  embittered. 
Jefferson's  first  attempts  against  the  Federalists  had  been 
made  in  the  shape  of  indirect  attacks  on  them  in  letters 
to  Washington.  Powerful  and  adroit  as  Jefferson  always 
was  in  swaying  the  minds  of  men  by  well-directed  appeals 
to  the  passions  and  by  covert  insinuations,  his  arts  proved 
vain  when  applied  to  the  President.  The  wild  though  in- 
genious chimeras  of  "  a  monarchical  faction  "  and  "  a  cor- 
rupt Treasury  squadron,"  conjured  up  by  Jefferson,  were 
aseless  before  the  sound  judgment  and  strong  tmderstand- 
ing  of  Washington.  The  President  refused  to  withdraw 
his  confidence  from  men  in  whom  he  had  every  reason  to 
trust,  and  with  whose  measures  he  agreed,  in  order  to  be- 
Btow  it  on  Jefferson,  tricked  out  for  the  moment  in  the 
novel  garb  of  a  defender  of  the  Constitution.  Baffled  in 
this  attempt,  Jefferson  turned  to  a  more  sympathetic  au- 
dience. By  his  assistance,  Philip  Freneau  established  the 
"  National  Gazette,"  intended  to  be  the  organ  of  the  oppo- 
sition, and  the  means  of  public  attacks  upon  the  Federalist 
policy  and  upon  the  characters  of  its  promoters.  Although 
imbued  with  a  just  hatred  of  newspaper  conflict,  Jefferson 
was  always  ready  to  have  some  one  else  use  that  powerful 
engine  in  his  behalf.  He  never  shrank  from  thrusting  a 
friend,  whether  Madison  or  Freneau,  into  the  thickest  of 
a  fight,  from  which  he  himself  wisely  held  aloof.^     Fren- 

1  JeffenoQ  to  Madiion,  Jeflenon'a  Worka,  IV.  121. 
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eau's  unceftsing  and  bitter  attacks  on  th£  Treasury  and  the 
whole  finnnciai  system  at  last  roused  Hamilton,  never  the 
cooleitt  of  MUM),  Hud  now  (>nmgeii  hpyoiid  tindunini'e,  both 
by  the  nature  of  the  nasanlt  and  by  the  chararter  of  its 
real  author,     namilton  made  a  grievous  mistake  when  lie 
descended  into   the  arena  of  the   presit ;    for,  though   he 
drove  JeffertKin  from  the  fieKl  temporarily,  he  sullied  the 
dignity  of   his  ou'n  high  office  by  the  violence  of  newa- 
pHjM?r  contraversy.      It  was  tho  first  step  in  the   tvini 
which  led  the  Federalists  to  the  extreme  measures  tlifl 
ultimately  proved  their  ruin.     The   conflict  between    the' 
hostile  leaders  astiumed   a   personal   tone,   which   rapidly 
spread  to  their  friends  and   partit-s.     Washin^on  Rtrove 
to    allay  the   storm,    but    it   had   gone  beyond    even    his 
control;  and  Jefferson  soon  announced  his  tixcd  determi^_ 
nation   to  retire   from  tho   cabinet.      Other  event))   coil^| 
spired   to  deepe-n   the   conte-st.     The  second   Presidential 
election  had  just  occurred.     The  great  name  of  Washing- 
ton rendereii  a  struggle  for  the  H ret  place  impoesible  ;  but 
tho  opposition  had  rallied  on  the  question  of   the  Vice- 
Presidency.     Hy  better  combination  than  they  had  hitherto 
attained,  the  self-styled  "  llepublicans  "  succeeded  in  cast-^ 
iug  fifty  votes  for  Geoi^e  Clinton,  against  seventy-Bevo^H 
for  Jotui  Adam5.'     A  much  more  serious  affair,  in  its  ulti- 
mate conseipieui^es,  was  the  resistance  to  the  wliii^key  tax. 
The  President's  proclamation  sufHced  to  quell  the  disturb- 
ance* in  Noi-tli  Carolina;  hut  the  turbulent  population  of 
the  westeni  counties  of   Pennsylvania  were  not  to  be  80^_ 
easily  put  down.     The  resistance  there  had  a  very  ug^^| 

t  Thia  c<)inpBnitii'#  diMCOMM  nf  A<Uinii*«  ftnd  Cltntoo'ii  roU  i»  thv  tlMne 
td  one  uf  Ji-RcrMm'i  moit  amusing  and  ini;enioiu  Ul».  Dec.  SO,  I7f/i  . 
"Lnn^lnti  ti'Uo  mo  that,  at  the  fti^cmd  HccUon  at  Preddcnt  and  Viv^c-l'rw- 
dent  a1  tliv  Uniipil  SiaIc*,  whin  thi-n.-  wu  a  considvntblu  vole  girea  u> 
CHiiluu  ill  'i|ipuiitian  to  Mr.  Adam*,  he  took  ocvxaion  to  remark  il  in  cpd- 
rrrutinn  in  tlic  Hrnalc  Cilambl^^  with  Mr.  AdAms,  who,  Kriltiuf;  )iU  trvth, 
•aid :  '  Damn  'em.  damn  >m,  damn  't-m  t  you  lee  tlmt  an  t-lcrtivc 
ainit  will  not  do.'  "—Jeffemm't  Worh,  IX.  187. 
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appearance,  and  already  threatened  the  insurrection  wliicli 
soon  afterwards  actually  broke  out. 

Party  feeling,  therefore,  ran  very  high  when  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Second  Congress  opened ;  and  the  events  which 
ensued  were  not  calculated  to  abate  it.  The  comparative 
mildness  of  the  previous  session  had  disappeared,  and  was 
not  destined  to  revive  for  many  years. 

This  increase  of  political  animosity  was  publicly  per- 
ceptible only  in  the  House,  where  the  opposition,  guided 
by  their  master,  made  a  concentrated  attack  on  Hamilton. 
The  first  effort  against  the  Federalist  leader  was  a  demand 
for  the  speedy  payment  of  the  debt.  Hamilton  readily 
acquiesced.  There  was  nothing  he  more  desired;  and  he 
Bu^ested  additional  taxes  for  the  purpose.  This  pro|X)ai- 
tion  cooled  the  ardor  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  anxious 
to  fix  on  Hamilton  the  charge  of  saddling  the  country 
with  an  irredeemable  debt.  They  therefore  shifted  their 
ground ;  and  their  nest  attempt  was  far  more  bitter  to- 
ward their  opponent,  and  more  discreditable  to  themselves. 
Giles,  put  forward  by  Jefferson  and  Madison,  made  an  attack 
on  Hamilton's  personal  integrity.  The  only  results  of  this 
assault  were  renewed  confidence  in  Hamilton,  and  tlie  tem- 
porary obliteration  of  the  wretched  tool  w^hom  the  princi- 
pal contrivers  had  used. 

Fiercely  as  the  conflict  raged  in  the  House,  it  apparently 
did  not  as  yet  disturb  the  calmness  of  the  Senate.  Mr. 
Cabot's  services  in  this  session  did  not  differ  materially 
from  those  of  the  last.  He  appears  on  all  the  committees 
on  claims,  and  on  all  appointed  to  consider  questions  of 
revenue  and  finance.  He  was  again  on  the  committee  of  the 
mint,  and  also  on  that  to  regulate  the  value  of  foreign  coin- 
age. He  also  reported  in  this  session  two  bills,  one  of  which 
was  fated  to  play  a  most  important  part  in  our  future  his- 
tory. This  was  the  bill  to  regulate  the  capture  and  deliv- 
ery of  fu^tives  from  justice.  At  the  time,  it  passed  with- 
out much  comment ;  but,  after  many  vicissitudes,  it  was 
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destined  to  reappear,  more  than  lialf  a  century  later,  in  the 
portentous  form  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law.  Air.  Cabot'a 
other  bill  waa  to  regulate  the  registration  of  fishing  vefr 
selft.  —  a  ineaAure  important  to  New  England  interests. 

Washington  entered  on  liis  second  term  March  4,  1798; 
and  tlie  Senate,  after  a  brief  special  Be»sluu,  adjourned. 
The  members  had  hardly  reached  their  homee,  when  the 
news  of  Genet's  arrival  became  generally  known.  To  trace 
the  course  of  that  feather-headed  Frenchman  in  America, 
to  enumerate  tlie  insults  which  he  heaped  upon  our  gov- 
emment,  or  to  depict  the  troubles  in  which  he  involved  the 
administration,  ia  neither  pleimaiit  nor  iti  thin  place  ucces- 
Bary.  The  foreign  influence,  so  much  dreaded  by  the  Fed- 
eralists, had  come  fi-om  a  quarter  where  they  had  not 
looked  for  it,  and  in  a  shape  they  coidd  never  have  im- 
a^ned.  The  result  M'us  fatal  to  them  in  the  end.  That 
party  which  bent  most  senilely  to  foreign  influence, 
which  introduced  it  t\m  finit,  and  maintained  it  the  lon^ 
est,  was  to  suffer  the  least  fi'om  its  own  follies.  Wherea* 
the  Federalists,  tiie  comer-stone  of  whose  policy  waa  re- 
sistance to  foreign  iuten-ention,  were  driven  by  the  course 
of  their  opponents  into  a  reaction  so  violent  that  they  ri- 
valled the  democratic  love  of  France  in  their  own  admiration 
of  England.  Rut  to  Jefferson  and  his  foUoirera  belongs  the 
sole  glory  of  introducing  foreign  influences  into  our  politics. 
Adoration  of  France  produced  worship  of  England  [  and 
both  brought  a  curse  upon  our  politics,  and  warped  public 
sentiment  among  men  of  every  Hliade  of  belief  for  the  next 
twenty-five  years.  With  Genet,  this  wretched  business 
began.  The  contagion,  under  the  lienign  influence  of  the 
French  envoy,  spread  rapidly  ;  and  the  feelings  it  excited 
among  the  Federalist  leadera  arc  not,  at  this  day,  easy  to 
understand.  In  the  first  place,  tho  event  which  they  had 
always  most  dreaded  waa  actually  upon  them.  Foreign 
influence  'n%s  in  their  midst,  and  alien  politics  supplanted 
those  of  native  growth.     They  knew  such  a  state  of  things 
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to  he  morbid  and  ualiealtby.  But  they  soon  forgot  the 
broad  and  fundumeulal  objection  to  the  iutroduclion  o£ 
French  policy,  in  the  hatred  and  disgust  which  that  policy 
itself  excited.  To  theae  men,  the  friends  of  onter,  who 
had  jtirtt  rescued  the  coniiti-y  from  the  anarchv  of  the 
Confederation »  canie  the  spectre  of  French  democracy. 
Not  the  constitutional  freedom  which  they  venerated ;  not 
the  well-ordered  State  which  they  sought  to  construct ; 
not  the  liberty  for  which  tliey  had  fought  the  War  of  In- 
dependence,—  none  of  these  principles  were  supported 
by  France.  The  French  liberty  was  a  totally  different 
tiling.  Frtmce  preached  license,  not  freedom ;  aulwti- 
tated  names  for  realities;  and,  re<ii-essing  wrongs  by  in- 
discriminate maasacre,  set  up  a  tyranny  ten  times  worse 
than  the  one  she  had  throuni  down.  To  the  Feilernlists 
in  America,  comprising  many  of  the  best  [Ktlitical  thinkers 
of  that  age,  the  spectacle  of  French  anarchy  seemed  to 
betoken,  as  plainly  as  the  settuig  sun  foretulls  the  approach 
of  night,  the  coming  of  Fi-ench  despotism.  And  it  was 
tbia  sham  liberty,  beginning  in  fine  words  and  ending 
in  confusion,  shame,  and  tj-ranny,  which  they  now  saw  im- 
ported amongst  them.  As  they  M-atcbe<l  these  dulusions 
S|HrQad,  and  Jacobin  dubs  rise  up,  with  all  the  vile  para- 
phej^ialia  of  liberty-poles  and  reil  caps,  the  Federalists 
roosed  to  a  vigorous  and  bitter  resistance.  "  Anti-Federal- 
ists," now  changed  to  "Jacobins"  and  "Anarchists,"  was 
retorted  to  the  accusations  of  monarchy,  with  right  good 
will.  Vet  the  hands  of  the  Federalists  were  hampered  in 
dealing  with  their  enemies.  The  memory  of  Freiicb  suc- 
cor during  the  Revolution  was  still  fi-csh ;  and  this  re- 
strained the  Federalists  at  a  time  when  the  current  was 
■ettiiig  against  tliem  with  a  force  wbicli  d<;manded  their 
most  unrestricted  efforts.  Mr.  Cabot  was  of  opinion  that 
the  Feih^mlists  ought  to  meet  the  issue  84|Uitrt-ly,  explain 
ever^'whert)  that  a  seltisli  indicy  of  ambition  and  revenge 
3)ad  prompted  French  aid  in  1778,  and  that  it  was  no  time 
ior  a  sentimental  and  baseless  gratitude,  when  the  inter- 
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eats  of  property  and  liberty  were  threafeneil.  Right  or 
VFrong,  Mr.  Cabot's  policy  bad  the  merit  of  frankness;  and 
oircumatnnceii  ultiiuatety  forced  its  adoption.  But,  in  ju^ 
ticG  to  the  apparently  violeut  views  of  the  Federalib-ta,  we 
tniiHt  try  tu  imagine  what  our  own  feelings  would  have 
been  at  the  time  of  the  French  Revolution, —  when  its  bor^ 
rora  were  actnally  at  our  doors,  and  threatening  entrance; 
when  the  ambawsador  of  that  polite  nation  preached  his 
crusade  in  our  country,  ap[>caled  to  the  populace  ugaitist 
the  gorernment,  and  spread  his  pernicious  doctrines  far 
and  wide.  The  prospect  opened  by  a  genenil  adoption  of 
such  theories  was  one  which  haa  been  revolting  to  intelli- 
genee  in  every  age;  for  it  involved  a  temporary  return  to 
political  and  social  barbarism.  This  natural  alaiin  waa 
mucli  increased  by  the  general  ecuse  of  instabiliLy  in  our 
young  govertiment.  Can  it  be  matter  for  wonder  that  the 
Federalists  grew  more  and  more  savage  in  their  hatred 
toward  tlie  men  who  made  political  capital  out  of  Genet 
and  the  dangerous  doctrioes  which  he  promulgated? 

Artitices  imd  threats  were  alike  vain  when  applied 
to  the  Pi-esident ;  and  even  now  the  thought  of  Genet, 
baffled  and  impotent  before  Washington,  whose  greatneM 
he  professed  himself  unable  to  comprehend,  causes  a  feel- 
ing of  the  keenest  satisfaction.  The  President'ii  6nal  re- 
fusal to  hold  any  further  communications  with  Genet  ia 
connected  with  on  anecdote  of  Air.  Cabot,  relatexl  by  Mr. 
J.  A.  Hamilton  in  his  "  Reminiacences."  When  Washing 
ington  re-Hoived  upon  the  important  step  of  dismiwting 
the  French  minister,  be  was  most  auxious  to  receive  the 
united  support  of  all  friends  of  the  HduiiiiiutnLti'Ju.  To  (iuot« 
Mr.  Cabot's  own  words,  as  repeated  by  Mr.  Hamilton  ;  — 

"  .John  AJami,  the  Vioo-Prmsidcut.  was  considered  a  very  an- 
certAiii  mail ;  and  the  Uuk  was  committed  lo  me  to  tak«  care  ibxt 
he  should  not  go  wrong  on  Lhia  oci»Moa.  I  aroordingly  culled 
upon  Mr.  A<lam.«  in  the  tnorniag  at  au  early  hour,  and  after  a  few 
incidental  r<?niarks  said:  '  Mr.  Adjinm.  this  French  minister's  con- 
duct seuias  tu  me  to  be  mojtt  ubj^-ctiuuable.' 
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"  Mr.  Adams.  — '  Objectionable  ?     It  is  audacious,  air !  * 

'*  Mb.  Cabot.  —  *  I  think,  if  you  were  President,  you  would  not 
permit  him  to  perform  his  office  very  long  I ' 

''  Mr.  Adaub.  — '  Not  an  boor,  sir  I  I  would  dismiss  him  im- 
mediately.* 

"  Mr.  Cabot.  — '  I  wif-h  you  would  allow  me  to  say  to  the 
President  that  such  are  your  views  1 ' 

''Mr.  Adams.  — ' Certainly,  sir  1  I  will  say  so  to  the  Presi- 
dent myself,  when  I  see  him.' "  ^ 

The  embarrassment  of  the  Federalists  in  dealing  with 
the  French  difficulties  was  increased  by  the  conduct  of 
England.  That  country  still  smarted  from  the  humilia- 
tion inflicted  on  her  by  the  United  States,  and  allowed  her 
desire  for  revenge  to  stand  in  the  way  of  her  best  political 
interests.  The  true  British  policy  obviously  was  to  concili- 
ate her  former  colonies  by  every  means  in  her  power. 
Instead  of  doing  so,  —  with  an  exquisite  stupidity  and  an 
arrogance  only  less  brutal  than  that  displayed  a  few  years 
later,  —  England  adopted  a  course  which  helped  greatly  to 
drive  America  into  the  arms  of  the  French  terrorists,  and 
to  increase  the  difficulties  of  the  administration. 

In  these  unfavorable  circumstances,  the  session  of  1793- 
94  opened.  Public  interest  was  very  keen,  and  centred 
upon  the  Congress  at  Philadelphia.  In  his  message,  Wash- 
ington formulated  in  a  few  brief  words  the  Federalist 
policy  of  a  strong  neutrality,  saying :  "  There  is  a  rank 
due  to  the  United  States  among  nations,  which  will  be 
withheld,  if  not  absolutely  lost,  by  a  reputation  of  weak- 
ness. If  we  desire  peace,  —  one  of  the  most  powerful  in- 
struments of  our  rising  prosperity,  —  it  must  be  knowa 
that  we  are  at  all  times  ready  for  war."  As  long  as  the- 
United  States  adhered  to  this  truly  national  policy,  our 
dignity,  neutrality,  and  self-respect  were  assured.  Its  en- 
tire abandonment  by  Jefferson,  a  few  years  later,  led  to  the 
■wretched  and  degraded  condition  of  our  country  and  our 
politics  during  the  first  years  of  the  present  century. 

1  RemialacescM  of  Jamei  A.  Hamilton,  p.  10. 
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Ill  170)1,  thf  I*'«lnni!ifita,  ttoagh  perfectly  tiiiited  in  mp- 

IHifi  lit  I  lid  iiilii)iiii>iniiion,  and  thoroaghly  devoted  to  the 
wt'luoi  who  giiii)t<cl  llietn  so  strongly  Mid  so  well,  were  in 
M  ifiiMl  ilillloitit  aituation.  The  tuajority  in  tlie  House  was 
MlfiliHl  lliriiii,  imd  for  flUuccBs  tbey  bad  to  rely  solely  opoD 
(llitir  Hiiin'rior  aliiltiy,  diiict|tliDc,  and  concentration  of  pur^ 

IHMHt  III  tli«  HniiiiUs  Umir  numerical  Ktrcngth  had  suffered 
illU  rii  III!  dlntlnutioit.  Tlie  oppo«ition*s  plan  of  attack 
mn*  hiiw  i<linii|(iHl.  They  droppwl  tlie  system  of  porBonal 
t^\4iw)k  nil  tluiiiiltim,  niid  made  up  an  iwae  upon  the  per- 
(wlly  fitUti  i|iM>alluii  »f  su|>iK)rting  the  French  or  British 
jtilMlitit.  Hhdor  iht"  din>otinii  of  .K'ifc^rson.  they  strove 
Im||  II  t'tiiMitiDiYilMl  |Mtliry  which  Hhoiild  lie  at  once  hostile  to 
I'iMtflulid  iitiil  fiivoi-uhht  to  Kninofl ;  and  in  this  plan  they 
HHiii  itliliol  IttKh  liy  |io|>itlar  froling,  and  by  the  ill-odvlaed 
iihim)iiii»  of  Hi'niil  BriUin. 

Tlti)  hiiMi  iiDfMiilnitt  qoeatiDn  in  the  Senate,  at  the  open- 

Imh  iif  (lu)  MiuU>n,  was  r^M>d  by  the  petition  of  Conrad 

I'llllh  nod  nlhi^m  i4piu\At  AUxvt  Gallatin's  election  as  een- 

ttWH   flMiii   IVitnuylvMniu     Mr.  Cabot  was  aecond  on  the 

tniiittiidiiu    lu    utttvm    iUi*    peiitKtB   waa  referred.     Their 

I  '(iM  MtlvviVK,  niM  the  »nlta««iuent  decision  of  the 

•  x'tihol  \t'ith  the  vtewx  of  tl»e  oomiuittee.     Mr. 

'     '  -i..ia1  i»it(-\hw«  wrtT  of  the  saow  nature  as  before. 

\n  HM  fliiaiintnu  vl   ihf-  c\>MmitlMa  ob  the  rejrulation 
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able  to  give  his  undivided  attention.  In  pursuance,  how- 
ever, of  the  general  hostile  policy  introduced  by  the  re- 
strictive commercial  measures  of  Virginia,  the  Federalists, 
to  the  great  disgust  of  their  opponents,  brought  forward, 
and  carried  through,  a  bill  looking  to  the  foundation  of  a 
navy.  This  was  another  integral  part  of  the  Federalist 
policy,  as  laid  down  by  Washington,  and  abandoned  by 
Jefferson. 

While  these  matters  were  in  pn^^ss  came  the  news  of 
the  British  orders  in  council  against  neutral  ships,  and  of 
Lord  Dorchester's  speech  to  the  Western  Indians.^     Public 
feeling  was  inflamed,  and  the  Federalists  were  the  first  to 
take  the  lead  in  proposing  strong  and  energetic  measures. 
A  restrictioa  of  the  first  order  in  council  produced  a  tem- 
porary lull,  of  which  Washington  determined  to  take  ad- 
vantage by  sending  an  extraordinary  mission  to  England. 
This  scheme  originated  with  Hamilton,  who  sent  for  Mr. 
Cabot  to  advise  with  him.     Mr.  Cabot,  convinced  of  the 
wisdom  of  the  plan,  held  a  conference  with  his  brother 
senators,  Rufus  King,  Oliver  Ellsworth,  and  Caleb  Strong, 
all  of  whom  fully  approved  the  mission,  and  agreed  that 
Hamilton  was  the  most  proper  person  to  be  appointed. 
Ellsworth  was  selected  to  confer  with  the  President,  who, 
after  some  hesitation,  agreed  in  the  necessity  of  such  a 
step.      Although    Washington's   own   wishes   favored   the 
choice  of  Hamilton  as  the  ambassador,  he  was  deterred 
from  carrying  them  into  execution  by  considerations  of  the 
clamor  which  would  be  raised  against  such  an  appoint- 
ment, and  which  would  endanger  the  success  of  a  decided 
peace    policy.      Hamilton    himself    readily   withdrew   his 
claims,   holding  that  personal   desires  ought   to   yield  to 
public  considerations."     The    choice,  therefore,  fell  upon 
Jay,  who  was  duly  nominated  and  confirmed. 

1  Thii  speech  suggested  the  probRbillty  of  a  speedy  rupture  betweeo  the 
Uidted  SMtea  and  England.    See  Hildreth,  IV.  482. 
*  HamUton'i  Hifltoi7  of  the  Republic,  V.  632-36  inclusive.    Mr.  HatoU- 
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The  summer  of  1794  was  marked  by  the  outbreak 
of  the  "whiskey  rebelHoD,  and  the  vigorous  suppression 
of  that  insurrection  by  Hamilton.  This  in  a  lai^ 
measure,  and  \Va}me'8  Indian  victories  in  a  smaller  de- 
gree, were  the  means  of  greatly  strengthening  the  hands 
of  the  government.  Hamilton,  after  encountering  many 
difficulties,  by  an  energetic  display  of  force  proved  the 
ability  of  the  new  government  to  sustain  itself ;  and  Wash- 
ington  took  advantage  of  the  situation  to  condemn  in  his 
message  the  Jacobin  clubs  and  societies,  which  had  grown 
up  rankly  in  servile  imitation  of  their  French  prototypes. 
The  opposition,  though  rallying  bravely  in  defence  of  their 
beloved  '*  societies,"  lost  heart ;  and  the  concentration  and 
vigorous  attack  of  the  Federalists  made  them  give  ground 
in  a  fashion  which  caused  intense  disgust  to  JefEerson.  An 
account  of  Mr.  Cabot's  services  during  this  session  would 
be  but  a  tedious  repetition  of  those  rendered  in  previous 
years.  Claims,  loans,  the  revenue  system,  and  finance 
formed  as  usual  his  principal  duties  in  the  Senate. 

At  this  time,  Mr.  Cabot  made  an  important  change  in 
the  circumatances  of  his  private  life.  He  withdrew  from 
all  active  business,  in  possession  of  a  reasonable  and  suffi- 
cient fortune,  and  at  the  same  time  left  Beverly  to  make 
bis  home  in  Brookline,  where  he  had  purchased  an  estate. 
The  fashion  of  retirement  to  a  country  place,  or  farm,  was 
much  more  common  in  those  days,  when  the  traditions  and 
customs  of  England  still  lingered  in  the  community,  than 
now.  Mr.  Cabot's  house  in  Brookline  is  still  standing, 
and  but  little  altered.  Like  most  New  England  dwell- 
mgs,  it  stood  near  the  road  which  led  from  the  village ; 
but  the  narrow,  country  lane,  winding  through  the  estates 
of  a  single  possessor,  is  now  replaced  by  broad  streets 
uniting  before   the   old-fashioned,  gabled  house,  which  in 

flnons.  The  anectlote  is  at  least  amugiDg,  no  email  merit  in  the  eyes  of  any 
(ne  familiar  with  the  writings  of  the  time;  and  tlie  lait  touL-h  about  the 
treaident  diaplayi  the  geniua  of  a  true  artist  in  hlatorical  statementB. 
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1795  was  secluOtd  and  iM>Iitar}'.  The  farm  covered  the 
slopes  of  a  liiil,  nud  stretched  far  away  over  laiiiU  now 
lliickly  dolled  witli  iruideni  x'illfis.  Mr.  Caliot  intended  to 
devote  himself  t<o  the  care  and  mannfiieincut  of  his  n«w 
domain,  to  which  he  gave  the  nnnm  of  '' Givenhitl.** 
Jiidfite  Iredell  was  a  ^'uest  there  in  tlie  suiuiuvr  of  1796; 
and  he  s})e>ak»  in  hiH  letters  of  ilie  l>eauty  of  the  place,  then 
dressed  in  all  tlie  jjlories  of  June.' 

Mr.  Cabot  hnd  hardly  retnrnfxl  to  Itrookline,  when  h« 
was  reeaHed  to  Philadelphia  to  attend  the  executive  seoBiou 
he]d  for  the  ratilication  of  the  Jay  treaty.  The  contents 
of  that  famous  treaty,  iU  nittliciitioii  by  tlie  Senate,  and  tlie 
action  of  the  President  ulworhed  nil  the  politieal  interesta 
of  the  ensuing  Bummor.  The  first  feeling,  when  the  pn>- 
visiioiis  of  the  treaty  were  known,  was  one  of  indignation ; 
Init  solwr  ijecond  thouj^hl  eventually  brought  over  to  its 
support  the  threat  majority  of  the  people,  who  considered 
I)eace  eheaply  puruhaHetl,  evi-n  at  a  «oincwhat  heavy  price. 
Mr.  C'«l>(>t  wan  one  of  the  most  uncompromising  defendi*t« 
of  the  treaty.  IIu  took  the  ground  that,  defective  as  it 
■was,  we  eoulcl  rntionnlly  expect  notliing  more,  in  view  of 
our  own  strength  im  co])i)iared  wltli  that  uf  En^^laud.  U 
it  were  admitted  thiit  thetM;  terms  were  the  best,  or  nearly 
the  best,  possible,  the  only  question  then  \\i\s  between  them 
or  war;  and  Mr.  Cabot  firudy  believed  that  a  ruinous  war 
wouhl  nt  that  time  have  destroyed  the  Union,  and  produced 
iri'eparablo  disintegration.  In  his  letters  to  Uufus  King  ami 
Oliver  Wolcott,  he  fully  sets  fortli  his  views;  and  it  ia  not 
necessary,  therefore,  to  dwell  further  npon  them  here.^ 

The  great  event  of  the  next  session  of  Congres* —  tliflt 
of  l7V5-9(j  —  was  the  discussion  in  the  House  u|m>ii  the 
treiity.  While  this  debate  hiHted,  [Kirty  leeling  was  at 
fever-heat.  Nothing  was  possible  to  the  Senate  but  to  awaiti 
with  what  patience  they  coidd  muster,   the  isAue   of  the 

I  Lif*  (if  IrHVII,  II.  UG,  4i7. 
'  Sec  bdow,  p.  ba 


^ 


1792-96.]  THE  imiTED  STATES  SENATE.  71 

struggle.  Jefferson  represents  that,  while  the  fate  of  the 
treaty  was  in  suspense,  the  Federalists  resolved  to  dissolve 
the  Union,  if  the  House  decided  adversely  to  the  treaty, 
and  that  they  announced  their  intention  on  the  floor  of 
the  Senate.  Mr.  Cabot  is  mentioned,  in  the  ''  Anas,"  as 
one  of  the  leaders  in  this  movement,  and  as  the  person 
on  whom  it  chiefly  devolved  to  give  utterance  to  this 
formidable  threat. 

**  March  I. — Mr.  Tazewell  tells  me  that,  whea  the  appropria- 
tiona  for  the  British  treaty  were  on  the  carpet,  and  very  uacertain 
in  the  Lower  Honae,  there  being  at  that  time  a  number  of  bills  in 
the  bandB  of  committees  of  the  Senate,  none  reported,  and  the 
Senate  idle  for  want  of  them,  he  in  his  place  called  on  the  com- 
mitteea  to  report ;  and  particularly  on  Mr.  King,  who  was  of  most 
of  them.  King  said  that  it  was  true  the  committees  kept  back  their 
reports,  waiting  the  event  of  the  question  about  appropriation ; 
that,  if  that  was  not  carried,  they  considered  legislation  as  at  an 
end ;  that  they  might  as  well  break  up,  and  consider  the  Union  as 
dissolved.  Tazewell  expressed  his  astonishment  at  these  ideas,  and 
called  on  King  to  know  if  he  had  misapprehended  him.  King  rose 
again,  and  repeated  the  same  words.  The  next  day,  Cabot  took 
an  occasion  in  debate,  and  so  awkward  a  one  as  to  show  it  was  a 
thing  agreed  to  be  done,  to  repeat  the  same  sentiments  in  stronger 
terms,  and  carried  further,  by  declaring  a  determination  on  their 
ude  to  break  up  and  dissolve  the  government."  > 

Tried  by  the  ordinary  historical  tests,  this  story  may  be 
rejected,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  "  Anas,"  whicli  are 
never  to  be  safely  relied  on,  unless  corroborated  by  outside 
evidence.  Yet  there  is  in  this  an  element,  or  rather  a  sug- 
gestion, of  truth  more  misleading  than  even  absolute  inac- 
curacy. The  Federalists  believed,  and  made  no  secret  of 
their  belief,  that  the  rejection  of  the  treaty  would  bring 
war,  and  that  war  at  that  period  meant  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union.  From  this  undisputed  fact,  Jefferson  conchides  a 
plot,  and  substantiates  his  conclusion  by  a  skilful  detail  of 

1  Jefferson's  Works,  IX.  190. 
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drcoBiBtniitial  eri(If>nce  antl  miimte  facts.     His  accn 
of  a  definite  Bcheme,  hnwcvor,  fimla  no  siipiiort  in  Hi 
Tate  letter*  of  the  FocleralisU. 

Early  iii  tliia  aeseion,  it  became  the  Juty  of  the  Sen 
return  th»tik»,  through  the  President,  for  a  Ha^  presen 
to  tin*  IIiiiUHl  Stat*'S  by  th«  Kn>nch  Refmhlic.  The  r 
tion  offered  referred  to  the  French  aa  "that  ni»gi)aiii 
nation,'*  &c.  Mr.  Cabot  moved  to  strike  out  those  won 
auU,  after  a  sharp  debate,  the  motion  prevailed.  The  o 
Uilditiou  this  year  to  Mr.  Cabot's  usual  dutiea  on  quest  i( 
of  finance^  revenue,  fice.,  was  his  Her\-ice  on  the  eotni 
on  naval  armament,  —  a  subject  lu  which  he  took 
deepest  interest. 

In  the  latter  part  of  May.  1796,  Mr.  Cabot  returned 
Brookline,  wltliout  waiting  for  the  clothe  of  the  ses^' 
luid  proparod  his  rcs3;^nation,  which  he  shortly  after  si 
to  the  Legishitiirc.  The  only  liteoii Cation  he  felt  in  taki 
this  step  was  caused  by  the  fear  that  his  successor  mi| 
not  be  a  mau  of  suitable  character.  When  satisfied 
this  pointt^  he  iuimcdiatoly  and  with  great  gladness  ah 
doned  public  life.  The  prevailing  cause  of  his  early  vn 
drawal  was  a  strong  distaste  for  the  aaperities  of  politi 
becoming  every  day  more  personal  and  bitter.  T 
aversion  to  the  broiU  and  (o  the  daily  wear  and  tear 
public  life  had  made  liis  pn^ition  an  irksome  one  for  t(o 
timo  past;  while  a  life  of  h'isure  and  quiet,  at  all  tit 
the  most  congenial  to  his  tastes,  by  his  retirement  fr 
bnsineaa  was  now  open  to  him.  , 

I  have  tiied  in  the  preceding  paragrapha  to  depicti 
political  jjositiou  of  Mr.  Cabot,  his  rank  in  his  party,! 
his  services  to  the  country.  1  much  regi-et  that  secrecy,  ■ 
after  that  was  removed,  bad  reporting,  have  deprived  nu 
any  material  for  an  account  of  Mr.  Cabot's  share  in 
debates.     He  was  not  fond  of  public  speaking,  and  ma 

of    Salem,   wa»  clii 


'  Sfr.  Cnbol's  friend,  Bwnjnnun  Uooilliu«, 
AUOCPMor. 
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pretensions  to  the  powers  of  oratory  ;  and  yet  he  seems  to 
have  been  a  not  ineffective  debater.  Fisher  Ames,  a  good 
judge,  though  poMibly  a  partial  friend,  says :  "  Madison,  in 
speaking,  never  relaxes  into  pleasantry,  and  discovers  little 
of  that  warmth  of  heart  which  gives  efiBcacy  to  George 
Cabot's  reasoning,  and  to  Lowell's."  ^  The  following  letters 
will  show,  better  than  any  description  of  mine,  Mr.  Cabot's 
opinions  and  thoughts  upon  the  public  affairs,  in  which  he 
took  an  active  and  not  unimportant  part :  — 


Cabot  to  Hamilton. 

Mt  dear  Sir,  —  The  people  of  Massachusetts  entertua  the 
idea  that  a  balance  is  doe  to  the  State  more  than  sutScient  to  cover 
her  State  debt,  and  some  anxiety  has  been  excited  in  the  Legisla- 
ture of  that  State  lest  she  should  finally  fail  of  receiving  it. 

After  the  failure  of  the  assumption  bill,  I  intended  to  have  bod 
five  minutes'  conversation  with  you  on  the  subject,  hut  that  your 
time  seemed  to  he  overcharged  with  other  business. 

I  hope  yon  will  find  leisure  and  inclination  to  furnish  me  soon 
with  your  ideas  on  the  interesting  subject  of  commercial  policy, 
and  that  you  will  say  definitely  whether  my  continuance  in  the 
bank  is  to  be  desired  or  not,  since  it  furnishes  so  copious  a  topic 
for  complaint.* 

I  called  this  morning  to  bid  you  farewell,  but  you  were  absent. 

May  God  bless  you !  G,  Cabot. 

£vBnxo,  March  4, 1798. 

Cabot  to  Rdfds  Kino. 

Bevkblt,  Aug.  2, 1793. 
Dear  Sir,  —  This  morning's  post  brought  me  your  favor  of 
the  27th  of  July.     I  thought  a  publication  of  some  of  the  ideas  it 

1  Work*  of  Fbher  Ames,  IL  42. 

*  Hr.  Csbot  had  been  appointed  President  of  the  Boston  Branch  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  when  that  institution  was  first  organized.  This  natu- 
rally offered  a  flne  opportnnity  for  references  to  "  corrupt  Treoaury  nquad- 
nms ; "  and  Mr.  Cabot  had  no  Liking  for  the  position  of  target,  if  it  could  be 
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coutaiiiod.  witli  otlmrx  which  were  n»luraUy  excited.  mij;ht  he  nne- 
fiil,  iiLi<l  tlivrufMrv.  after  giviu;;  thi-'cn  »  liulv  disiii^  uf  funn  Kod 
•rrADgeniL-iiC.  have  tet  titin  n/f  for  the  prcM.  But  u  they  iire  gone 
by  a  Mibterrmneous  pn^en^^,  and  uQiIer  the  pntronogo  of  luioibvr 
f^Dlltriiiitii,  it  i*  iiiK'-^rtiuii  whetlmr  they  will  ever  ajijiear,  or,  if 
thpy  (In,  in  what  ahape. 

Th«  people  in  this  part  nf  thp  oniintry  havo  but  one  wish  respect* 
ing  ihe  iiationnl  peat-e,  —  and  thnt  in.  that  it  may  Iw  preserved 
excfifitUifC  a  few  factions  nicn  in  KoKlori  and  a  v^ri/  fetP  in  oiher 
pliLeu«.  They  are  wull  united,  too,  iu  tbo  Huutiuiuul  tliat  Uiu  I'rea- 
ideiil  i*  the  pm]»vr  giiunlian  of  the  ftiitilic  trHii(|uilliiy,  and  that  the 
ineamre«  he  takes  to  Reri]ri:>  it  are  fit.  and  projier.  uiid  oughi  to  be 
wpporced.  Our  commercini  and  RioLritime  people  feel  themselves 
deeply  tDtcreated  to  prevent  every  act  that  may  put  our  pea«s  at 
hAsard ;  Imt  who  »iii  mstmin  npiniuns?  The  cause  of  truth 
re<iHir»f«  thitl  they  should  bo  free,  and  will,  on  the  whole,  profit  by 
thiA  freedom.  ITiifortuiialJi'ly,  the  propnj^ators  of  falsehood  are  the 
moiit  iiidiii'li'iouit.  and  for  the  moment  the  mot^t  i^uccej«ful.  Indeed, 
ihcy  are  mowt  of  them  stimuUlL-d  hy  the  atronji^iit  pentoual  iiioliTe* ; 
while  their  oppntieuto  aru  aetuiited  rhiefly  by  a  love  of  the  pablie. 
Who  vnu  '.Ii>ulil  u»  whieli  (riik-  the  vietory  will  lnj  in  aucJi  a  con- 
tent? It  lm.»  liecM  with  siirpH-f.  .■m  well  an  cnneeni,  that  I  have 
seen  the  rapid  projjress  of  Jucoliinieal  ^irindple^  since  my  return 
from  Pbihlilelphia.  Until  Pacificus '  appeared.  ther«  were  very 
few  persons  whoso  idcM  wcro  tolerably  jiiHt  respeethig  the  relatioa 
of  til"  Tniled  States  to  France.  Indee^l,  there  are  not  many  now 
who  thinit  correi-ily  upon  that  siihjeet;  hut  for  these  erro»e<His 
sentiTQt-nlx  the  friemU  of  the  j!ovfrtinieiit  are  na  blamable  aa  their 
advuriinries.  Wliy  have  they  not  always  loM  tlie  truth,  at  leart  m 
niueh  of  it  Hs  would  have  enahlc-d  the  ]ien|ile  to  nndentand  that 
Kniiice,  in  the  nid  nhe  (;ave  tn  the  I'ltiled  Slates,  was  actuated  by 
polit'y.  i>r,  to  *pf»k  out,  by  aiubition  ?  Why  ban  it  been  eonceiilnd 
that.  froiH  the  first  tnoment  of  her  eonnt-eiion  with  us  lihe  innerled 
liefBelf  iulo  alf  our  cuuiiuiltt;  that  by  her  iutliiviiet;  there  tihe  pro- 
cured incumivK  that  placed  the  nio«l  precioiiii  inter^U  of  our 


limiorslily  Hvolded.  HU  ■ppllcalion  to  be  re1ea*(.-d  fn>ni  iUv  batik  ilotlw 
falktl,  for  lir  cuiuiniiril  U>  act  aa  t'r(-->ld>-i.il  of  Ibi;  BtMtou  Dntncli  until  afbrr 
tLf  doM  of  Mr.  AilMin*'*  nilinini*Iratinii. 

>  HaniHlon  wrote  under  thai  name  at  the  time  when  puLllo  feeling  agaiiui 
England  wu  ttronu^tl,  and  wheu  Gi.>nvt  na*  luuit  |iu|>ulw-. 
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coantiy  at  her  own  mercy ;  that  she  obstructed  our  commercial 
views ;  that  at  the  treaty  of  peace  she  endeavored  to  depress  us ; 
and,  in  a  word,  that  she  has  constantly  aimed  to  keep  us  low,  imbe- 
dle,  and  dependent,  &&  ?  Bat  all  this  declamation  is  out  of  time. 
Although  I  have  lived  much  at  home,  yet  I  have  not  been  wholly 
inattentive  to  what  was  passing  these  few  months,  and,  previous  to 
the  receipt  of  your  letter,  had  promoted  iu  some  degree  the  meas- 
ures you  wish.  It  will  be  useful  to  rouse  the  sober  part  of  the 
commonity,  and  oblige  them  to  attend  to  a  subject,  the  discussion 
of  which  can  no  longer  be  avoided. 

I  am  always  happy  to  hear  from  you,  and  remain,  with  sincere 
esteem,    ■ 

Your  friend,  &c,  G.  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  Parsonb. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  8, 1794. 

Deab  Sib,  —  A  want  of  leisure  has  prevented  me  from  making 
yau  the  return  I  had  promised  for  your  obliging  letter.  You  must, 
however,  indulge  me  in  the  hope  that  my  neglect  will  not  discour- 
age you  from  a  repetition  of  the  favor. 

I  sent  you  by  Mr.  Amory  Genet's  correspondence ;  but  before  it 
reaches  you  its  contents  will  be  less  interesting,  as  you  will  have 
previously  heard,  what  is  incontestably  true,  that  this  fellow  has 
been  attempting  to  raise  a  large  body  of  troops  (to  be  embodied 
on  the  Indian  territory)  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  Spaniards, 
u  he  pretends,  hut  possibly  to  be  employed  in  support  of  his  fac- 
tion and  principles  within  the  United  States.  These  particulars 
may  render  bis  letters  comparatively  insipid.  My  respects  to  Mrs. 
Parsons. 

Your  assured  friend,  G.  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  Sahuel  Phillips.' 

Phiudklphia,  8th  March,  1704. 
Mt  dear  Sib,  —  Scarcely  a  day  has  passed  since  I  last  wrote 
yon  without  a  recollection  of  the  subject  of  your  letter,  to  which 

>  Samuel  PhltUpi,  of  Andover,  Mai*.,  founder  of  the  Phlllipt  Academy 
in  hig  native  town,  and  of  the  American  Acadeni}' of  ArUand  Sciences.  Mr. 
Phillips  woi  in  active  polidcal  life  for  many  years,  but  held  only  provincial 
uul  SUte  offices. 
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DO  ntbfactory  reply  cao  be  giveu.  But,  liaving  alrendy  unparteii 
to  you  Ihe  ideas  wbj<^h  heretofore  have  occurred  to  my  mind,  I 
make  no  scruple  of  mlding  dow  iLai  the  jirubpcet  of  oar  public 
affiurt  become*  daily  Ifse  favomMe.  'Hie  liHsard  to  n-hidi  llw 
Frend\  (Action  nnd  iu  pnrtisAnti  were  cxjto»\ng  ns  has  very  much 
diminished  in  relation  to  our  internal  trancjuilUty  ;  bat  ihts  muasurea 
they  promoted,  and  the  spirit  they  excited  in  the  course  of  the  lact 
snmraor  amonj;  our  peoplu.  mu^t  bo  iupposed  to  hare  had  groat 
cflect«  ujHJU  tJiu  icmpur  aud  diajHiiiitJun  nf  th«  Uritish  guvcrumeut 
towards  this  cuiiiilry.  And,  itlthough  oitr  ^oY«riiiii«nt  conducted 
vronderfully  well  in  preserving  the  neutrality,  yet  tt  ia  quite  cred- 
ible that  the  hostile  sentiments  o(  our  citizen)  to  the  Orili»li  nation, 
propa^ted  with  fto  much  zeal  and  industry  and  puhliiJied  with  so 
many  ag):mvuting  cjrcuiiiHtanccs,  may  have  prculuoed  a  hdivl  in  the 
govorumunt  o£  that  nation  Otai  uur  uifinence  in  the  tear,  optn  or 
eovtred.  would  bt  extrttd  in  favor  of  France.  To  irliich  lei  It  be 
added,  that,  in  Hpit«  of  thii  declared  neutrality,  the  enemies  of 
Ilritain  did  eijuip  am)  iu\n  v<>»hmU  \n  our  |>oi-|>i.  with  whioli,  as  Mr. 
Genet  says,  they  caplurfd  or  dealroyiMl  fifty  sail  of  British  veMela, 
and  aunihllaiod  tlivir  trade  willi  the  [Jnitt«l  Slates.  It  is  therefore 
at  Ii5u»t  prohahhi  that  Orckit  Brllaiu  has  talten  into  h«r  account  of 
contingencies  a  war  with  the  United  Sljiies.  1  do  noU  however, 
believe  thnt  she  is  willing  to  make  us  an  open  eoeniy,  if  she  caa 
effect  her  projects  agaioBt  France  and  tho  French  colonics  without 
it.  But  the  ahjccts  of  her  pursuit  arc  cif  euch  a  uaturu  aud  of  such 
magnitude  that  she  will  not  hiixaifl  Ihe  ntlainmenl  of  thi-tn  from  a 
consideration  of  our  rights,  even  if  she  were  persuaded  we  should 
go  to  war  to  vindicate  Uiem.  1  think  tlie  language  of  her  conduct 
ia  ao  far  intelligible.  She  plainly  aaya  to  ua,  '*  You  shall  not  hold 
any  inlercountu  with  our  cutimiiu  whleh  in  uur  judgment  may 
enable  them  to  reuet  our  alttick^."  In  rewdving  to  treat  lu  with 
8urJi  levity,  doubtleaa  Great  Britain  ronsid/ired  onr  weakness  and 
inability  to  injure  lier.  She  considered,  also,  that  ne  had  already 
done  her  some  harm,  which  might  justify  rigor^ms  menAurcB  on  her 
parL  But  Hho  constdr>rcd  vliietly  thnt  our  interest  and  inclination 
together  led  ua  to  aid  her  enemies,  aud  then-furu  she  had  uotltiug 
Tery  im[>oriant  to  fear  by  incurring  our  resentmenU  But  with 
these  viewH  I  think  the  miniHter  uf  Gre^t  Britain  must  have  also 
connected  some  othent  not  uninteresting,  lliough  tre  are  weak  ia 
arms,  and  they  are  ttrong,  yet  thoy  must  feel  a  reluctance  at  pro- 
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dneing  eveiiu  which  rould  n|M>rnle  tn  the  dcranj^eniPiit  nf  their 
Tvscmrcca  even  in  a  stoall  degree,  M*e  an  krjfu  customers  niid 
have  running  accounu  of  gmtt  «xteni.  and  the  iltsUirluuirc  of  our 
iutiircourftc  must  be  ombura-^itnt;  to  t\w  inoreluinlft  ami  ullior«  nitU 
wboni  wo  (leal.  A  shock  to  Iht-iu  liku  tiru  to  h  train  might  ruu 
too  fut  to  he  stopped  and  too  iar  to  be  borne.  And  an  appre- 
bensioQ  of  thi«  would  surely  bo  sulHciont  to  restrain  them  from  all 
muitan  aggression  and  from  all  nvoiduble  provomtion.  On  the 
whole,  ihpi-efore,  among  the  variety  of  reasons  whirh  I  h;»ve  eou- 
j^ctnred  aa  the  groood  on  whiirli  our  veosf^ls  are  detained  in  tliR 
West  Indiec.  the  diomI.  probable  is  that  lliey  itilnk  it  esi^-iitial  to 
oy  our  intercourse  with  iho  French  colouios.  in  order  to  ^et 
more  really  poMesaioD  of  them,  aud  therefore  at  the  cuuimL^net.'- 
mttnt  of  thvtr  n|ienUions  Uiey  have  deiermiiitid  to  an-evt  nil  ueulml 
TeweU  in  tb»t  preiliaunenu  If  lhi»i  be  all  tiint  in  intended,  ninny 
questions  may  be  suggested  aa  to  what  is  aciuiilly  done,  and  n  hieh 
do  not  aeem  exactly  to  oorreapond  with  this  idea.  So  far  a»  I  am 
aeqnainted  irilh  the  Hubjecl,  however,  a)]  theev  may  b«  Ki>lved  on 
priociplwi  of  pnhlic  policy  or  |)ri\-aCe  interest.  W'e  have  as  yet 
T«ry  litite  accurate  information,  aud  not  enough  to  enable  us  to 
jnd^  nrhether  any  thing,  and.  if  any  thing,  whuL,  ought  to  be  done 
VD  our  part.  Enough,  however,  is  known  to  crtmte  great  auxiety 
aud  to  (lepretu)  tlio  public  <^rcdiL  and  it  ta  on  thia  aecount  1  Htat«  to 
yao  the  reflections  I  make.  I  think  the  friends  of  government 
will  he  nppQM?<l  to  war  and  to  whatever  may  have  a  tendency  to 
protlum  it ;  but  I  thii-k  it  prohahle  (bey  may  propose  some  proW. 
lional  arrangumeut«  of  a  defensive  kind,  aud  endearar  to  ohiain  by 
u^otialiun  that  reilrvsa  which  eould  nut  eanly  be  obtain«<l  in  any 
other  war.  We  all  perceive  that,  bad  as  onr  condition  ia,  war 
woald'flHnlce  it  much  worse,  mid  therefore  must  Iw  avoided).  Ati 
unarmed  nation  entering  late  into  a  war  with  those  who  are  well 
ana«d.  kihI  have  been  long  eugiiged.  HulTent  out  of  all  measure :  this 
L     fitcl  has  beeu  too  well  provetl  to  be  denied. 

■  Howdat,  Marcli  10. 

^^y^fiiore  Saturday,  when  I  finished  the  foregoing  sheet,  we  have 
^^^■n  inforuiuti  uf  the  evacuatiim  nf  Toulon,  which  eveitt  mtiHt  of 
'  Self  liave  some  effvil  in  mtKleniting  (lie  iuBoIeiH'e  of  Great  IJrit- 
ita.  In  itA  oonsefjuoiic^*,  it  miiy  perhnps  hutniliate  nil  tlie  rom- 
bbed  nations.     I  beliere  il  to  be  for  the  iuterest  and  peace  of  our 
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counlnr  thnt  they  shoiilrl  on  atl  sides  Bufler  deeply,  and  no  one  tri- 
uiii|ili.  On  (hn  one  hand,  th<^  hnu^itint-ss  of  Kiighuid,  in  cu»e  of 
sncccsR.  would  iKMYimft  inuilerahli"  la  our  maritimf^  ntmmcrc-e ;  atid, 
on  the  oUier  haud.  French  [irincijilMi  wcjiild  destroy  ns  nn  n  »odeiy. 
They  are  ttioru  lo  be  dreiuk-^l,  iit  it  montt  rion-.  ihuu  a  Tliouuind 
yollow  fevers  In  a  pliysiaU.  It  \s  on  ihU  accunnt,  in  uldiiirm  to 
nutubvrleHS  others,  that  a  wnr  i»  to  be  deiJi-ecaied.  m  it  wuuld  br 
^vinfT  ni4  ft  it«w  rnmtnnn  iii(«reflC  Attach  un  more  rIoKely,  and  )>ro* 
dtice  the  rrniateHt  poRsihIe  aseiinilulion  with  thptn.  I  pniy  [Joai-cn, 
tJterefore,  that  this  dread<;d  »^\-l[  may  bw  Jiv(frt«?d  from  hb,  a*  one  from 
which  the  prcaent  generation  conid  not  poAsibly  he  rftcoverwl.  The 
post  of  tluH  day  from  the  eaHtward  bring*  ue  i«ome  iiitelUgeooe  oE 
v«ss(.-Ih  U-iiii;  liWrnliy]  t]]»t  vrftf.  aeieed  by  the  Ri-itiKh  ;  and,  *»  thil 
correspondfl  with  my  prevailing  opntiment^  thnc  rhey  do  not  mean 
to  plunder  us  and  to  make  war,  1  indulge  the  liope  that  ilic^ir  sys- 
tem, when  fully  developed,  will  turn  out  to  lie  teio*  hoHtile  than 
ap|ienrnnnea  have  imllcatwl  nr  rumor  pni!innnced.  Should  ihil 
prove  to  be  lUe  tsise,  the  vlasticity  wf  tlie  public  mind  would  soon 
ivcover  it«  proper  tone,  and  onr  affairs  would  brighten.  Dut,  while 
the  Kuropeans  are  conteodtng  in  n  spirit  of  deapenition,  our  tran- 
quillity muHt  l>e  precari'jus.  aud  it  would  be  presumptuous  to  disre- 
pinj  the  dimger.  After  so  long  a  letter,  whtfh  yon  mntt.  now  )« 
willing  to  see  eniled,  1  wish  it  were  iu  my  fwwer  to  give  yon  a 
definitive  opinion.  But  there  are  not  data  on  which  to  form  it. 
I  therefore  have  been  diffme  in  describing  the  impressions  of  my 
miud.  Vour,  &c.  George  C^lbot. 


Cabot  to  Fabbons.* 

( Ctuifiiiaitial.) 

DBooxLiaE.  Aug.  IS,  1704. 
DiiAR  Sir, —  At  the  clo»e  of  the  hite  session  oi  Congress,  I 
rcsolviyl  to  free  myself  from  the  lormcnts  of  polilicAl  anxiety,  at 
lea^lduriiig  the  present  receiifl.  But  to  nitain  i^iit^  desirable  n.'spite 
is  no  easy  thing  for  aay  man  who  sincerely  loves  his  country,  who 
feels  nny  Aort  of  responsibility  for  its  welfare,  and  who  believea 
that  any  thing  remains  to  be  done  to  secure  or  promote  it.  llie 
public  goofj   IiHs  nlwHys   been    the   victim   of  private   vices.      We 

1  When  this  letter  ttbj  written,  the  "whiskey  inturrcction " was  fn  pro- 
gTHs;  a  uinrumilanM  wliluh  douVllvH  iuviggratvd  tb«  exprcMivii  of  llw 
nriier'i  •vutlinenia. 
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viuiess  ibe  re«dy  Bamffoe  which  |>«rsonal  kmhitlon  ninkt^s  of  equal 
righU-  We  see  the  (iidlity  with  which  a  xrir-ked  ftu'liuii  iia«  (ri- 
Rmplu^l  over  public  lilxnty  hy  assuming  popular  nnmetf.  We 
have  aeea  tbe  expredaioa  of  the  general  will  of  a  ^eat  eociety 
■ilenced,  the  Ic^l  rcpreMUUtiven  of  the  people  hulchert-tl,  and 
a  band  of  relenileas  mimlerers  ruling  in  tlieir  atead  with  rods 
of  iron.  Will  nr>L  ihiH,  or  namcthing  like  it,  be  the  trretcbed  fat« 
of  our  wmiilry.  if  the  people  can  be  excitenl  to  resist  the  lair*  of 
their  own  muking,  and  to  ronsidur  as  lyrunts  thi>sr  who  arr^  ap- 
pottited  to  execute  them  'i  1  know  of  no  security  iudividuub  can 
bare  for  tbe  enjoyment  of  their  equal  righu  but  ilie  for<*  of  the 
lawm  there  being  au  many  dwlaratiouB  of  the  general  will  fairly 
and  cotutitutiniJHlly  made.  But  if  ihiB  general  will  is  nipemeded 
by  Action,  and  its  ^upremaoy  can  he  no  longer  maiulained,  there 
is  an  end  uf  that  etpuUity  of  rights  which  ia  the  very  cawnoe  of 
liberty. 

All  govenimenta  rest  on   opinion.     Free    govemmenta,  espe- 
daJly.  de|ieud  ou  popular  opinion  for  their  exifiteuc-e,  and  on  popu- 
lar approbation  for  their  force.     If,  thi.TOfore.  just  opiiiiona  aiid 
t  right  aentimuDts  do  not  prevail  iii  ib»  Doiumunlty,  8ul-1i  Kystcms 
oiuiit  DecesAarily  ]icriah.     Let  me  oak  if  »u<.-li  seniiiiicnlH  du  previul 
at  tliiit  monienL     On  ibe  contrary,  are  they  nnl  botiiile  itr  iliMlnihl* 
fol  ?  and  is  not  this  hostility  aiHl  diHlrnjtt  chiefly  produceil  by  tlie 
alawlere  and  falsehoDda  which  tbe  anarehittt  inceM«aulJy  inculcate  ? 
)  think  no  honeat,  welI4nfonned  miui  will  answer  thes«  <)uesiions 
in  tlie  uegalive. 
B       It  IB  the  Itelief  of  many  able  ftlat««niou  that  no  free  govenimenl, 
^Kliowever  pcrfen  ita  form  and  virtaouA  iiA  ailminiHtnitinu.  rjin  with' 
^Btatul  the  continued  asaaulls  of  unrefuted  calumny.     This  is  al- 
^(varlr  verified  In  u>ui(f  degrve  in  our  country,  und  tlie  fact  is  mo 
alarming  that  the  n-nl  frictiila  of  lilnirty  and  orik-r  can  nti  longer 

■  hidulgw  theniHclvea  in  that  repo»e  with  which  they  are  IuIIiihI  by 

■  ft  ounlidetice  in  the  rertinide  of  their  principles.  For.  while  they 
ftlumlHrr.  the  aiiorcAtWf  are  up  and  doing.  Thet<e  i<leas,  common 
to   the  mindfi  of  those  with  irhoin   I  generally  converne,  coUHtrain 

ttne  to  solicit  your  exerliou  and  co-oftcraiion  with  other  good  men 
to  eonuteract  the  oitschievrms  altumpta  everywhere  making  to  de- 
(troy  the  peace,  order,  and  libeKy  of  our  country.  Truth  alone 
can  be  uaed  by  men  of  virtue  iu  this  content.  Hut  truth  will  lie 
A  sufficient  defencei  if  ezteusively  propagatetl.    It  is  well  known 
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that  yon  con  give  gmt  aid  b  tim  honorable  work. — hr  timely 
exp]an«lions  in  conversations,  by  oc<!asioiiat  paragraphs  iu  tfa« 
iit*w»<paper,  liy  ri'ptiblitiliing  fruui  otltcr  ]uipi!n  Bu«h  pieoes  m  are 
calciilutc'd  to  inform  and  rwlify  tlie  jjulilic  uuiwl,  and  finally  by 
stimiilnliiig  other  patriota  to  jnin  in  thiwe  efforts.  Conscious  tbat 
I  ani  actuated  by  those  motives  only  svbicb  honest  mindti  appnwtf, 
no  apology  i^  nece9»ar}'  fur  thb  ajijdicaliou  Co  you  on  a  eubjecL  to 
deeply  interesting  to  uU,  and  in  relation  to  which  I  have  altrnys 
bud  tliu  salltfaL'iiuu  to  Gnd  your  upiuioiu  uud  mine  eBsentially 
agree.  Witli  great  enl^^em  :ind  rc^pdct, 

I  remain  your  frieiid  and  serrant« 

GxoRGE  Cabot. 


Cabot  to  Kiso. 

JlMooKLtJix,  2Alh  Jul*-,  1709. 
Dkak  Sir.  —  Going  into  town  yesterilay  for  the  first  ttme  Moce 
my  return.  I  met  your  letter  oi  the  l3th.  and  wns  grt-ntly  rpjoii-ed 
to  find  that  thi!  iiiHanity  which  is  epidemic  in  thia  quarter  is  less 
pr«ralc»t  with  yotc.  It  wnulil  l»e  roiiMilatory  to  Wlieve  that  among 
the  cpcw  of  our  politiral  ship  iho  wmiid  would  always  he  sufficient 
to  take  fare  of  the  sick.  Hut.  I  have  mil  [h'm  det^inible  faith.  Tha 
rcadijieKB  and  severity  with  whk-h  tliu  treaty  has  lieen  condemned 
is  a  nrw  proof  that  our  governmeul  cannot  rely  for  support  even 
upon  good  uien  in  cases  of  emergency,  for  tbew  very  gunorally 
awjiiiejtrtrfl  in  the  <^nsure,  without  any  ex.tmination  of  the  subject. 
It  is  true  tliiil  iIkiv  are  iiii>w  uiurtijied  at  their  indiitcretion.  and 
nutny  of  them  will  have  th^  magnanimity  to  retrvfid  their  »teps; 
hilt  pri<l<^  will  probably  prevent  others  from  acknowle«lging  they 
wvrv.  wrong.  A  number  of  gentlemen  visited  me  »oon  after  I 
arrived  hen*,  and  were  easily  satji>&crd  that  the  ideas  cJrrnluied  re- 
specting the  treaty  were  very  tlicorrect :  but  iht-y  all  united  with 
me  in  aentiuietit,  that  explunulions  woul<l  bv  fruitless  during  the 
ferrnenl,  whicJi  was  extreme  and  universal.  Whm  was  then  fore* 
seen  has  lieen  I'calixed.  Men's  mtnda  had  gone  too  far:  an<l,  when 
inclined  to  come  back,  a  little  effort  has  been  sucee^sful  in  greatly 
accelerating  the  reverberation,  ^ith  a  view  to  ascertain  the  stat« 
of  public  opiaiuu  and  to  contribute  my  mile  towards  forming  it 
rightly  in  other  parte  of  tb«  State,  I  attended  the  Commencement 
at  Cambridge,  and  was  gratified  to  perceive  that  sensible  and  vir- 
tuous men  from  other  quarters  resented  the  prucoediugs  of  Boston; 
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80  that,  if  I  were  to  judge  from  the  evidence  of  thai  day.  I  should 
proDounce  that  the  sober  sense  of  3Ias8achusetts  approves  the 
treaty.  Since  that  time,  a  piece  entitled  "  Candid  Remarks  on  the 
Treaty"  has  heen  republished  here  from  some  of  your  papers,  the 
effects  of  which  are  highly  beneficia).  Such  a  summary  defence 
was  well  adapted  to  the  moment,  but  I  hope  a  more  elaborate  one 
will  be  produced  at  Xew  York,  and  handed  along  very  soon.  Our 
mercantile  men  have  learned  something  more  of  our  rights  and  the 
rights  of  the  other  nations  than  they  knew  formerly,  but  they  have 
yet  to  learn  that  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  is  not  such  as 
ffould  enable  us  to  dictate  the  terms  on  which  an  intercourse  is  to 
be  held  with  the  nations  of  Europe. 

Upon  examining  the  East  India  article,  I  don't  see  that  our  ves- 
sels are  prohibited  the  coasting  trade  ;  and  I  should  imagine  they 
will  enjoy  it  as  usual,  until  an  explicit  prohibition  shall  be  declared 
by  the  British.  The  more  I  have  examined  this  article,  the  better 
it  has  appeared ;  and  moat  men  with  whom  I  converse  seem  to  agree 
^at  it  is  good.  I  have  much  more  to  say,  but  my  potatoes  need 
hoeing  and  must  not  be  neglected ;  so  I  only  add,  with  respects  to 
Mrs.  King,  that 

I  remain  yonr  faithful  friend,  6.  Cabot. 


Cabot  to  Kin-g. 

Brookline,  July  27, 1705. 
Dear  Sir,  —  Your  favor  of  the  20th  did  not  come  to  hand  until 
this  moment.  It  was  not  wholly  unexpected  that  our  mob  should 
inflame  yours :  all  society  is  full  of  combustible  materials,  and  a 
flame  once  alighted  easily  produces  a  general  conflagration.  Ic 
cannot  be  sufficiently  regretted  that  some  of  our  respectable  men- 
have  on  this  occasion  joined  the  Jacobins,  and  very  many  of  them 
acquiesced  in  their  measures.  They  now  see  the  pernicious  ten- 
dency of  their  proceedings,  and  a  good  portion  of  them  already 
condemn  them.  I  believe  it  adds  much  to  their  mortification  to 
reflect  that  they  listened  to  the  representations  and  observations  of 
anwD  whose  want  of  sense  has  been  thought  at  Boston  a  security 
against  his  influence.  After  all,  no  sufficient  apology  is  offered 
for  the  conduct  of  men  who  have  habitually  supported  onler,  and 
now  have  arranged  themselves  with  its  enemies.  Some  of  them, 
indeed,  say  that  they  were  deceived  by  the  accounts  brought  by 
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Mr.  Lntigtluu  : '  others,  bv  the  matilatod  abstract  piibli^ht^d.  whtdi 
totiillv  r«iiiovt<^ii  iiliouAgL- ;  ami  many  confeu  tliut  ili(^y  coinkmiiMl 
ihe  treitly  <viihoiit  kiioirtii<*  \\s  luerita.  You  will  pfrlinptt  hoM  tnu 
rwpoiixibl^  fur  tlii-M*  rxcusses,  but  I  de«*liii*  lieitin  xurt-ry  iL^niruit 
the  (nlly  and  nonsense  of  nny  man.  Tf  I  hail  thon<;ht  n*  ill  of  the 
citizens  of  BoDlon  as  ilicir  coiidiict  respecting  Ihe  trtiily  would  now 
juslily,  or  i(  I  had  rtali/cct  that  Sir.  Langdon  could  furiii«h  sparks 
to  inflame  ihom,  it  Is  possible  that  a  fcv  hotira'  oonTcraatinn  with 
Mine  of  lliuiu  on  lIii)  evvmug  of  my  ariivul  mlghL  bavu  rctanled 
tlie  rapidity  of  the  cnrrt-nl,  tiioiifjh  I  don't  think  it  could  have 
changed  its  couffle. 

Ill  justice  to  Dr.  Eu»tis,'  I  ought  to  mention,  as  from  his  friends, 
that  oDO  of  his  motives  for  sharing  lu  tlie  aguncy  ww  that  of  pt«- 
vuuting  gn>atc'r  iniHtibiur.  Thtfi  is  lawhiblo,  atid  sometimes  exfie- 
dienc  ;  but  the  servicea  of  vur  friends,  when  amompAnied  by 
improper  coucei^sions  to  our  enemiea,  are  too  costly  to  he  pmlit- 
able.  Tou  will  vee  a  sharp  speech  of  Dvxter's.*  which  dw:»  him 
credit  fnr  itit  spirit  and  good  kciihc  :  but  it  is  iiitroduood  hy  Admitting 
that  ihit  tpt-iity  h  "iiut  so  good  us  ho  hojicd."  1  ^iliull  desire  him 
to  jjoiiit  out  soMM?  of  lhu«e  gootl  ihiiifT*  wfytrJi  ht  hnd  <i  rii/ht  to  kap9 
far,  presuming  that  his  hopes  and  even  desires  are  regulated  by 
reason. 

I  wish  you  would  inform  me  by  return  of  post  whether  these  pop- 
ular tumult«  have  produced  any  etnbnrraiMmcnt  to  the  President, 
and  whether  tbo  treaty,  witti.  its  ftccompimimeut*,  is  gone?  Oar 
good  men  here  all  presume  that  the  President  i«  too  firm  lo  be 
shaken,  and  tlwrefortt  have  thf;  nuini  willingly  indulged  Lhem^elves 
Id  supineness.  I  think,  however,  chuy  would  rally,  and  nmke  ft 
reputable  effort,  if  it  were  believed  to  be  indiftpcnsAlile.  lu  Salem 
and  the  other  flca|>orts,  tJjey  arc  pretty  slcady ;  and  in  the  countij 
as  yet  I  have  not  lieawl  of  the  treaty's  Iii-ing  anywhere  unpopuIU| 
and  every  i\a\  furnishes  new  evidence  that  the  old  friends  of  order 
are  reuniting  eveu  at  UosLon. 

It  was  observed  bore  tlial  your  Jaeobins  were  prndent  to  eft> 

'  I  Mippof e  ihfs  M  refer  to  John  l.!ingHoti.  nftcrwArrf"  ptrcrnor  of  Sew 
llsmpsliire.  His  ilnerdan  of  the  FcJcrsUals  rendered  lilm  very  unpopular 
with  tliHC  party. 

^  Dr.  Willmm  Kiutin,  >(t»Tfrsn]«  a  l>emooi«ttc  CongT«siman  from  Mss- 
sachiwetts.  Governor  of  the  State,  and  BecrclsTy  of  War  in  Mr.  Modiwm's 
otUnet 

■  Samuel  Dexter,  the  disticiguislied  lairyer. 
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deavor  to  knock  out  HamiltoD's  brains,'  to  reduce  liim  to  an  equal- 
ity with  themselves;  but  I  trembled  at  the  first  account  which  was 
related  of  that  adventure,  and  offered  up  an  unfeigned  prayer  for 
hia  safety,  —  I  mean  the  silent  prayer  of  an  affectionate  heart. 
Mrs.  King's  order  has  been  transmitted  to  the  manufactory,  and  in 
due  time  she  shall  hear  further.  In  the  interim,  believe  nie  truly 
her  and  Your  faithful  friend,         G.  Cabot. 


Cabot  to  Kino. 

Brooklive,  Aug.  4, 1195. 

Mt  dear  Sir,  —  The  uncertainty  you  mention  respecting  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  by  the  President  renews  my  anxiety  for 
the  welfare  of  our  country.  Although  I  have  entertained  some 
fears  that  the  business  was  delayed,  yet,  as  no  objections  from  the 
President  had  ever  come  to  my  knowledge,  my  hopes  greatly  pre- 
ponderated. I  shall  seize  this  moment,  while  the  proceeding  of  the 
President  is  unknown,  to  suggest  to  the  Boston  merchants  the  pro- 
priety of  a  manly  declaration  of  their  sentiments  ;  but  although  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  treaty  is  now  generally  approved 
by  them,  yet  so  many  of  them  indiscreetly  censured  it,  that  it  is 
doubtful  bow  far  tliey  will  incline  formally  to  express  their  present 
opinions. 

Pride  is  a  powerful  enemy  in  this  case,  and,  combined  with  the 
natural  reluctance  which  men  leel  at  combating  popular  prejudices, 
may  not  be  easily  overcome;  but,  be  this  as  it  may,  you  may  be 
fiilly  assured  that  the  most  respectable  part  of  our  community  have 
become  the  advocates  of  the  treaty,  and  are  extending  the  opinion 
of  its  propriety  every  moment. 

I  am  told  that  the  only  article  which  is  now  unsatisfactory  to 
any  of  the  Federalists  here  is  the  10th,  which  shows,  I  think,  that 
they  are  hard  pressed  by  their  friends.  Indeed,  it  will  not  surprise 
me  to  find  the  Senate  blamed  for  not  accepting  the  entire  instru- 
ment by  tome  men  who  have  lately  censured  every  part,  such  is 

'  A  large  public  meeting,  called  hy  the  enemies  of  the  treat;,  was  held  in 
New  York,  July  18, 1796.  The  Federalists,  to  the  dixgust  of  the  Democrnts, 
Appeared  there  in  force.  Hamilton  rose  to  address  the  meeting,  and  just  as 
he  began  was  struck  on  the  forehead  with  a  atone.  "  If,"  said  Hamilton, 
"70U  use  such  knock-down  arguments  aa  these,  I  must  retire,"  and  ihere- 
apon  withdrew.  The  meeting,  however,  was  a  failure,  and  the  Federalists 
vereMtisfled. 
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the  versftlility  of  njiininn.  Altlmuph  we  have  iieither  a  Curtiiu 
nor  u  Cuiiiillus,'  yti  tho  I'xpliLtmliuiiB  givpii  by  IJore  in  ihf  nt^vn- 
IMtjier  and  lho»H  (•ii-culntwd  by  olJi*r»  Ju  priviUj  cvuv«rc«tiuu  have 
«(]  Wf^ll  airlt^l  ilit>  tiivf.tciifntinn-)  of  iniiiviilnaU  thnt  the  .siilijert  k 
liretly  wpll  umlLTstu^xl.  aiuf  its  frii-mU  incrdtftetl  id  ■  oom'^|>ouc)iiij{ 
ratii>.  I  nni,  liowcv«r,  very  glad  lo  see  the  nyBtetuatie  and  abk 
defence  seLlinu  up  iu  yuur  diy,  and  shall  uke  uivaHnrrs  lu  vituad 
iu  operaiioo  in  this  quarcor.  I  bavu  u>u  muL-li  respc-ci  fur  Uiv 
fbaraclcr  of  the  President  lo  believe  lliat  he  am  be  tk-UTr»,tl  from 
Ills  duly  by  tlit*  (.-liiuiui-  or  mniiareH  of  llittse  city  mobs.  l>nt  titill  I 
Mgrev  with  y«ii  that  their  doings  should  be  counteracled  br  tba 
ffood people,  lest  it  should  ho  imagined  that  «1]  arc  alike  itifeded 
vith  ibe  nige  of  disorgauizaUuD. 

Your  uiiceru  frieud,  G.  CaboT. 


Cabot  to  Or.iVKR  AVolcott. 

BcMTOK,  Aug.  IS.  17% 

Dear  Sir.  —  The  Chamber  of  Cnmmerce  Here  hftii  held  a  meet- 
iiijT  ■*"  the  liubji-ct  of  ibi*  Ireaty.  and  witli  a  reniarfcablw  unanimity 
a|i]imved  IL  They  alao  jiasst-d  a  vole  rcjirnbating  rhe  attem|)l« 
(•verywheru  uiivde  to  vxuilu  cluniur  uud  discoutvut.  The  proceed- 
in;j>t  an.'  to  In*  lnin«iiiicted  to  the  t'i-(-»i(lfiit. 

At  Salem,  the  it.'»pecrable  people  are  all  acquiescent ;  aiid  raaojr 
of  ibein  appvore.  bill  ihey  think  it  unadvifable  lo  act.  At  New- 
bury|«irl.  lh<' principal  roLTchants  arc  also  well  ftatiiified;  and  »o<ne 
etepg  have  been  taken  to  briii<;  ihein  to  expres*  thdr  opiiiioua,  bat 
I  am  nut  yet  irtforrneil  of  ihe  tmwt<»». 

On  ihi;  whole,  it  may  be  Hafelr  pmnnnnniMl  that  the  sober  and 
diticrect  piU't  uf  even  our  !)e;ipt>ri«,  and  still  mure  of  oar  country 
towns  f^'L-l  a  great  anxiety  lest  the  treaty  fihould  by  any  meaus 
miscarry. 

>  "  Camllltis  "  vra«  the  iiimatun?  utiilcr  which  lIittntitDn  vrmte  liis  (arooil 
cesay*  in  ik-fiiiei-  uf  the  Jny  treaty.  Kinit  itM-isietl  larKi^ly  In  ihin  work, 
cniitribuiinK  a  nuioWr  of  (lie  "  CHniillHS  "  papers  Thv  intruduciory  mty 
of  lliv  »erit.--i  mt*  kipnerl  "(.'iiriiii*,"  J«tffr>nn  <  Work*.  IV,  tl^lj  tupiwfvd 
It  to  havp  pnirtTrlt-d  fmni  llii'  ]i<-ri  uf  lUTiulton,  liiit  »ui  ini>t«kvn  in  bb 
ni^tuon.  (Sve  llainilinn'«  Ilhtnry  of  th<-  [{epiiliHr.  VI.  if^t )  I  have  iiltl^ 
doubl.  from  llie  »|trrt<Bi(>iiB  In  this  lei ter.  thai  Kln^  wa«  ibe  atitlinrof  "Cmr- 
ilu» ; "  but  I  hav?  ao  direi't  eviJeiiet-,  uihI  an  npiiUcucitiu  to  Dr.  Cliarle*  Kiuf 
failed  lo  wcare  the  dciiml  proof  of  tbc  authonLij)  tivia  the  jiapen  of  hb 
franiUathtr. 
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It  is  nith  DO  less  chagrin  than  astonishment  that  I  learn  this 
day  the  consummation  of  the  business  has  been  delayed  by  popu- 
lar clamor.  If  delay  should  terminate  in  refusal,  we  are  ruined. 
The  present  system  will  hare  finished  its  destiny. 

Yours  faithfully,  G.  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  King. 

Brookli^e,  Aug.  14,  ITOo. 

Dear  Sir,  —  Since  my  last,  I  have  been  at  Xewburyjwrt, 
where  the  merchants  are  perfectly  well  united,  and  have  by  tliis 
time  probably  made  a  formal  declaration  of  their  opinions.  I  un- 
derstand that  the  only  point  on  which  they  differed  was  the  expe- 
diency of  giving  to  the  negotiation  personal  praise,  and  this  was 
omitted  entirely  on  the  ground  of  avoiding  present  irritation. 

Tlie  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  have  held  a  meeting.  The 
namber  attending  was,  as  usual,  al>out  forty.  They  were  of  the 
most  reputable  class,  and  with  only  a  single  dissentient  appro- 
bated the  treaty,  and  reprobated  the  attempts  everywhere  made  to 
excite  discontent  and  tumult  among  the  people.  Their  proceed- 
ings, as  well  as  those  of  Newburyport,  are  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
President.  At  Boston,  the  members  of  the  Cliamber  of  Com- 
merce who  did  not  attend  are  to  be  invited  to  concur  in  writing; 
and  it  is  expected  that  three-fourths,  including  niiieteen-tweutieths 
of  the  real  respectability,  will  concur. 

At  Salem,  Mr.  Derby,  Gray,  and  some  others,  having  consulted, 
declare  it  to  be  their  opinion  that  seven-eighths  of  their  town  would 
vole  to  leave  the  business  where  the  Constitution  has  placed  it ;  but 
they  think  it  not  best  to  make  any  movement,  becjuise,  they  say, 
as  no  opposition  has  been  made  among  them  they  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered unanimously  favorable. 

After  all,  where  is  the  boasted  advantage  of  a  representation 
«j9tem  over  the  turbulent  mobocracy  of  Athens,  if  the  resort  to 
fwpular  meetings  ia  necessary?  Faction,  and  especially  the  fac- 
tion of  great  towns,  always  the  most  powerful,  will  be  too  strong 
'or  our  mild  and  feeble  government. 

The  newspapers  will  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  a  vessel  from 
Eochelle  yesterday,  the  captain  of  which  hiforms  me  tiuit  he  fell 
in  with  the  British  fleet  of  fourteen  sail  of  the  line,  which  hnd 
combated  fourteen  French  and  captured  three.     The  action  was 
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oS  Belle  T»1e.  ntid  the  EDgllftli  captain  told  our  Informant  tliat  the 
ffhole  French  Heel  would  have  be«u  lakoa,  if  uigbt  ha«1  oot  ouvcred 
tliem.  Yyurs  truly,  G-  CiartT. 

CaBuT  to  Wolcott. 

BitO(iKi.i5C,  Auji.  24,  liOb. 

Mt  DEAK  Sir,  ^  In  nnnvrer  to  your  (|iic7tlioii,  it  mvy  Iw 
Mid  with  ronfideiirc  ihnt  New  Knjrliind  will  l)p  c«lm  and  fueiuly. 
nii<l  that  the  nnlionnl  govemmeut  will  Lose  uothing  i"  (/le  pretmt 
Mlorm.  that  depomlH  upon  her. 

It  is.  hutvevor.  a  laiuoutablc  tniiii  that  ihu  Rrsl  hu|)rt*»>ioii»i  upou 
^iiiii]  Dii-ii  ncro  M  erroneou''  sm  to  ^iv*i  t-)«-ry  eiH'oiini^r-nii-nt  to 
faction.  This  ilehiaioii  vrn-i  inilee<I  nioincntary,  and,  hjiviiig  itonn 
Iwuu  •Ussiputed  by  rti»i>ou  aud  iuforuiatioii,  liuj*  l>et;o  succeeded  by 
a  greatiT  anxic-ty  for  the  su(3cen  of  1)11:  nogotialiou  nith  Britain 
llmii  Itas  apiiL-urud  upuu  imy  luhL-r  <xf4isLoii  since  thu  vsiiibliHhmt-at 
ftf  ihf  prti^rnt  yuvfrmneiit.  It  wii»  in  tliin  nUKv  iif  the  {kiIiIic 
mind  that  the  IVaidi-nt's  lettrr  ft|>pt'«red,  and  jtuve  nniv<^r«U  aatw- 
faction  to  the  true  friends  of  order  in  all  ports  of  our  coonlry. 
Eveu  faction  and  Hnarcby  hnvi.'  ucknonledged  the  merit  of  this 
letter,  It  is  a  rbtDarUnblti  prnof  of  the  nnstahiliiy.  or  rather  v^r- 
Kutility,  of  [M)piUar  upitiiun,  that  sumu  uf  ihaav  uitiu  who  oxi.'Craicd 
the  twenty  itenutors  for  sdviung  to  a  ratiflcAtioo  on  auy  terms  are 
ulrendy  bt;viuii!u^  to  ceiiHur«  tlivin  for  having  ctwiUfd  ai  the 
twelfth  itrticli^.  and  llniK  put  at  hnzanl  such  importuul  benefits  M 
ihi)  treaty  would  «cciiri:-  10  the  4M>uiiiry.  t  am  satitiJie<l,  if  the 
liuianiiJig  ithoiild  not  llnnlly  1m>  uIuhi^iI,  thix  sciitiincut  will  r\i(tud 
very  far;  and  even  if  alt  I  he  re«t  of  the  treaty  nhould  take  effect, 
if  no  new  agreement  nan  be  made  on  the  subject  of  ihi>  twelfth 
article,  uud  France  ehuuld,  aa  she  will  whunevur  able,  ealnbtieh  her 
colony  monopoly,  we  ahall  be  cotidemncd  for  refining  tho  partial 
benetiu 

M'ith  unfeigned  respect  and  unafTectcd  iLtt»ehiiienL,  I  remaiu 

Your  faithful  Friend,  Gkorok  Cabot. 

Tho  next  three  letteni  refer  to  the  visit  of  Lafnyette's 
floii.  who  bad  tied  t«  the  United  Stjites  for  safety  mid  pro- 
tection. Tlie  relations  of  the  United  Stntos  with  France 
were  at  that  time  rery  delicate,  and  Lafayette  was  an  out- 
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cast  from  his  grateful  country.  Wastington  hesitated  to 
assist  young  Lafayette  openly,  and  desired  also  to  sound 
M.  Adet,  the  French  minister,  on  the  matter.  At  the 
same  time,  his  deep  affection  for  his  old  comrade  in  arms 
ui^ed  him  to  do  every  thing  for  his  son.  In  this  dilemma, 
Washington  determined  to  entrust  the  care  of  young  La- 
fayette, then  at  Boston,  under  the  assumed  name  of  Motier, 
to  Mr.  Cabot.  He  wrote  to  young  Lafayette,  explaining  his 
own  difficult  position  and  the  reasons  for  his  leaving  such 
a  matter  to  another's  care  ;  and  he  also  \vrote  to  Mr.  Cabot, 
who  replied  at  once,  giving  a  full  account  of  his  interview 
with  Motier,  and  his  tutor,  M.  Frestel.  These  two  letters 
have  been  already  published  by  Mr.  Sparks,^  and  explain 
perfectly  Washington's  position.  For  some  time  after  these 
letters,  Washington  felt  constrained  to  take  no  notice  of 
young  Lafayette,  and  to  even  abstain  from  writing  him. 
In  November,  the  young  Frenchman  and  his  tutor  set  out 
for  New  York.  The  President  at  this  time,  in  explanation 
of  his  course,  wrote  to  his  namesake  :  — 

**  I  impoaed  upon  Mr.  Cabot,  a  gentleman  of  character,  and  one 
in  whose  discretion  I  could  place  eutire  confidence,  the  agreeable 
office  of  asBuring  you,  in  my  name,  of  my  warmest  affectiun  and 
support,  and  of  my  determination  to  stand  in  the  place  of  a  father 
and  friend  to  you  under  all  circumHtances  ;  requesting  him,  at  the 
same  time,  to  make  arrangements  with  M.  Frestel  for  supplying 
your  immediate  wants ;  and,  moreover,  that  he  would  add  thereto 
every  thing  consolatory  oa  my  part." ' 

Mr.  Cabot  relinquished  his  chaise  to  Hamilton,  who,  at 
the  request  of  the  President,  watched  over  the  young  exile 
until  the  time  arrived  when  he  could  with  safety  enter  the 
President's  family.  The  original  embarrassment  of  Wash- 
ington in  this  affair  had  been  greatly  aggravated  by  the 
fact  that  the  arrival  of  Lafayette's  son  was  not  long  a  se- 
cret.    The  opposition,  not  content  with  offering  festivals 

1  WritinRs  of  Waahington,  XI.  64-67. 
>  Ibid.,  XI.  96. 
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to  young  Lafayptte,  took  advantage  of  the  delicacy  and 
reatrftint  «iita,iled  by  official  position  to  almae  the  Presi- 
deot.  In  the  words  of  a  stiinch  Fedemllst  of  the  day,  "  It 
vat  circiilfited  snioiig  these  deviU  that  the  Pi'e»ideiit  took 
no  noLicuof  tlie  luJ,  lieuiutie  he  loved  tlie  Bntish  and  hated 
the  Kiench."  *  The  letter  to  Mr.  Caliot  adininibly  illua- 
ti-ato3  t)ie  tnith  of  thi.s  ingenious  calumny  deceased  so  many 
years  ago.* 

Washihgton  to  Cadot. 

(Priwilt  mtd  Confidtnlial.] 

pRiLADiiLi'HiA.Tth  Sepi.,  17tt5. 

Dbar  StB.  —  Th«  CDcloger)  l&tters  (which,  after  reJolin;,  be  to 
good  as  to  return  to  me)  will  lie  the  bc^t  npulot^  I  (-nit  offer  for 
the  liberty  I  »m  atiout  lo  Uike,  anrl  for  llic  trouhle,  if  you  comply 
with  my  request,  it  mwAl  neu'juarily  give. 

To  pxpri-sa  ail  ihtf  BC»tiil>ility  which  hiu  been  excited  in  my 
broiui  by  lb(^  recot[>r  of  young  Fayette's  letter,  from  the  ri?«>l!ec- 
lioti  of  hi*  father's  ni?riu,  senices,  unci  Bufforiiig,  from  my  friertil- 
8hi(j  for  him,  and  Trom  my  wislies  to  Uicome  a /nVwJ  aii'l  faih*r  to 
bis  son,  are  uniicecisarj*.  Lei  tim  in  a  few  words  declare  that  I 
viii  be  hit  friend  :  bui  the  mLinuer  of  tiecomiog  &o.  cousidenug  iho 
oIhk^x it>ii.<»  lifjlit  in  wliirh  liU  frtlhcrf  U  viewed  by  thp.  French  gov- 
eramejil,  and  my  own  Miuutiun  as  Uie  uxticulivu  uf  Lht!  United 
Stales,  requires  more  time  tu  cutisidur  iii  ull  il«  rohilioiiB  tlun  I  can 
bestow  on  it  at  presont;  ihc  letters  not  having  been  in  my  hamis 
mon*  than  an  htMir.  and  I  myself  en  the  point  of  letting  one  fi^r 
Vtrjjiniit  to  i<^uh  my  Tamily  back,  wliom  I  left  there  xboul  itio 
tifKt  of  All^lRt. 

The  mtxle  which,  al  llie  lir»L  vivw.  strikiw  me  sm  tlie  mo»t  eligi- 
ble tn  answer  tiiri  purposes  nnd  Kiivc  nppfnranceti  is  to  atlminister 
ull  lUif  coriJtohuioii  to  the  yonng  gentleman  tluit  be  cnn  derive  from 
the  wott  noe>piivocal  assuninc«s  of  my  Mundlnj;  in  the  plac«  o£ 
and  becoming  to  him  a  fatftrr,  friend,  protegtr/r.  and  mpparltn: 
But  seeuudly.  for  prudtjutiu]  motives,  via  they  uiuy  rekte  to  himself, 

<  Life  uf  Jvntnish  Smillt.  by  J-  fl.  MoHauii.  p.  98. 

•  Sw  <il«i)  W»»liiitjit'Mi'»  i:oTTi?»poinl(-we  with  Hn-mlllitn  on  thif  Mme 
ni*tt«>r  Worku  of  Hniiiillun,  Vt.  61-7-1 ;  &l*o  Writing*  ot  Wnshin^n,  XI. 
7a,  W,  1 18. 
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his  mother  and  friends  whom  he  has  left  behind,  and  to  mv  offujial 
character,  it  would  be  best  not  to  make  these  sentiments  public; 
of  course  that  it  would  be  ineligible  that  he  should  come  to  the 
seat  of  the  general  government,  where  all  the  foreign  characters 
(particularly  that  of  his  own  nation)  are  residents,  until  it  is  seen 
what  opinions  will  he  excite<I  by  his  arrival ;  especially,  too,  as  I 
shall  be  Qecessarily  absent  five  or  six  weeks  from  it,  on  business, 
in  several  places.  Third,  considering  how  important  it  is  to  avoid 
idleness  and  dissipation,  to  improve  his  mind.  an<l  to  give  him  all 
the  advantages  which  education  can  bestow,  my  opinion  anri  my 
advice  to  him  is  (if  he  is  qualified  for  admission)  that  bo  should 
enter  as  a  student  at  the  University  in  Cambridge,  although  it 
should  be  for  a  short  time  ojily.  The  expense  of  which,  as  also  of 
every  other  means  for  his  support,  I  will  j>ay,  and  now  do  author- 
ize yoa.  my  dear  sir,  to  draw  upon  me  accordingly  ;  and.  if  it  is  in 
any  degree  neeeuary  or  desired,  Mr.  Frestel,  his  tutor,  should 
accompany  him  to  the  University  in  that  character.  Any  arrange- 
ments which  you  shall  make  for  the  pur[>08e,  and  any  expense 
thereby  incurred  for  the  same,  shall  be  borne  by  me  in  like  manner. 

One  thing  more,  and  I  will  conclude  :  let  me  pray  ycm,  my  dear 
sir.  to  impress  upon  young  Fayette's  mind,  and  indeed  upon  that 
of  his  tutor's,  that  the  reasons  why  I  do  not  urge  liini  to  come  to 
me  have  been  frankly  relatetl,  and  that  their  prudence  must  appre- 
date  them  with  caution.  My  friendship  for  his  father,  so  far  from 
being  diminished,  has  increased  in  the  ratio  of  his  misfortunes,  and 
my  inclination  to  serve  the  son  will  be  evidenced  by  my  conduct. 

Reasons  which  readily  will  occur  to  yon  and  cannot  easily  he 
explained  to  him  will  account  for  my  not  acknowledging  the  receipt 
of  his  or  Mr.  Frestel's  letter. 

With  sincere  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  obedient  and  obliged 

Geokge  WAaiiraGTOx. 

P.  S.  Ton  will  perceive  that  Lafayette  has  t;iken  thcs  name  of 
Motier.  Whether  it  is  best  he  should  retain  it  and  aim  at  jx-rfect 
concealment  or  not  depends  upon  a  better  knowledge  of  circum- 
stances  than  I  am  possessed  of ;  and  therefore  I  leave  this  matter 
to  your  own  judgment,  after  a  consultation  with  the  parties. 
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Cabot  to  WAsmsoroN. 

Bbooklixs,  &«pt.  10. 1706. 

Silt,  —  Tbo  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the 
7th  WHU  rewivwl  last  eveuing.  whim  I  imiiitdialtly  waitod  on  tb* 
gBnilemfm  who  are  th«  mihjcti  nl  U.  Tliey  wore  in  a  slalt  nf  anx- 
inty  Duprctiiiji  a  uvw  pkco  of  rosidoiit«  where  tlicy  uiiglii  live 
u[irit>iic»l.  Cuii»i<]er:^lioti>«  uf  the  kind  which  yon  tutvc  menUoutvi, 
niid  ftoiiie  othi^rx,  render  thU  nligihlo  for  the  present;  liul  it  b 
found  impruccirahle  hern.  Already  Mr.  Motiwr  is  known  to  loo 
many  {XTHOiiit;  anil  a  public  JL-stivul  nuuounfeil  by  the  French 
consul  fur  Muuduy  uvxl,  at  which  nil  titdr  citizens  in  lhi»  viciiiiiy 
an'  ex|iert<^I  In  nticnd,  oi-rasions  serions  cmliarrasAmeiLt,  lo  which 
19  Mdderl  ihjil  flomc^  cirniniHUiEices  of  dclic-Jicy,  n-iuljvu  to  tho  family 
in  whifh  they  are  iihicfl.  makv  lui  iniini.'iliiilt  rvuiovul  p[-oi»vr. 

It  Who  al  thin  niDineiit  of  solioimde  I  arrived  to  testify  to  ihem 
the  beniguity  of  yonr  intentions  by  ex|trc«t>ing  thoiie  UDeqnivocat 
muumni-eM  iif  friendship  wiiich  your  goodiit-ew  hiu)  dictAl<^,  and 
wiiii'h  werp  rtiM!iv(;d  with  (.'vory  i.-nioliun  <if  tliti  must  lively  non- 
liibility.  A  ctrnvvrnatiun  "in-n^tHli-d,  irhieli  Usui  for  iU  ohjwl  n 
nOief  from  tJieir  prese-ut  |M>r[i!exily  with  ih+j  lejisl  |icv«Kil)le  ilevia- 
cion  from  the  jialh  you  had  jirojiiistHh  In  addition  to  the  mniives 
already  L'X|>lHin('d  fV>r  removing  fnrthur  than  Cambridge,  it  wan 
tit-fri-il  that  the  fttiidiex  now  aclunlly  piirHuiug  by  Mr.  Motf^r  art; 
entirely  different  from  those  preeeiiied  in  any  of  o«r  tutivursitieA, 
and  that  your  dcNircs  will  therefore!  I>e  best  aix^ompljidicd  by  a  i-ou- 
tinuuai'e  iu  bis  pru&out  (HHirsu  under  Mr.  KrcHUd.  It  was  admitteil. 
however,  llmt  I'lln-r  ar^fa  wunM  he  i-eipiiKilt;  in  thust?  brunches  of 
edneation  whieh  Mr.  Frestel  does  not  possei**.  With  a  view  to 
the.'<e,  and  to  eomltlno  with  ihem  iibstineuce  Eroui  cociely,  li  |g 
tliou^hi  liest  to  seek  a  |io»ition  near  tnimo  priucipal  town,  wherB 
all  i\isi  (ItfsttienUa  can  l)e  found.  No  deLcmitnniiun  wajt  fonn«l; 
and  we  jKirleil.  to  reflect  more  on  the  utep  to  be  taken,  and  to 
examine  if  there  were  any  stttiatimi  in  dm  i]nnrter  which  would 
oorrespoud  Ivith  tht-tr  wisbi-s:  but  to-ilay,  on  tlieir  viailiug  me.  I 
found  t))cy  liml  coneltuleil  it  wuuld  lie  beitl  lo  "^  to  New  York  in 
the  Friday '«  flJij^e,  where  they  expect  to  be  uorommodalctl  In  a 
coniury  bou»e,  which  is  in  the  posie^hiou  of  their  friend,  Mr.  Lu 
Caltomhe,  and  tv-ilh  whom  thoy  may  remain  In  retirement  until  you 
fchull  direct  otbernitw. 


i;[e-96.1  CORBESPOSDEKCE.  91 

The  saddenoess  of  their  departure  will  deprive  me  of  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  essentially  useful  to  them,  and  of  executing  your 
commands,  which  would  be  the  most  grateful  occupation  of  my 
life. 

I  shall  give  them  letters  to  Colonel  Wadsworth '  and  to  Colonel 
Hamilton,  the  latter  of  whom  will  probably  know  where  they 
may  he  found  after  they  shall  Ite  established. 

I  shall  speak  of  Mr.  Frestel  and  a  young  gentleman  whom  he 
accompanies,  leading  it  with  tliem  to  make  such  other  disclosures 
on  some  occasions  as  discretion  will  approve. 

Mr.  Frestel  has  a  passport  from  the  Comroittee  of  Public  Safety, 
and  stands  fair  with  his  country ;  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  Mr. 
Motier  would  have  any  occasion  to  be  private,  but  for  the  con- 
dition of  his  friends,  he  likewise  having  a  passport  as  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  name  of  Motier,  which  is  not 
newly  assumed,  but  is  a  name  which  regularly  remained  to  him 
after  the  law  passed  proscribing  titles.  An  unl>ounde<l  affection 
cements  the  tutor  and  pupil,  and  renders  them  inseparable  ;  aud  it 
is  impossible  to  see  without  delight  the  exquisite  gratification  of 
the  former  at  the  elevation  of  character  which  the  latter  has 
already  attained. 

Mr.  Frestel  repeatedly  mentioned  tk-it  he  has  some  communica- 
tions to  make,  which  may  affect  those  whom  you  love,  but  which 
can  hardly  be  explained  without  an  interview.  I  promised  to  in- 
timate his  idea,  but  reminded  him  that  you  would  be  absent  for 
severat  weeks,  and  added  that  possibly  before  your  return  he 
might  know  your  pleasure  in  this  respect.  If  any  pecuniary  ac- 
commodations had  been  necessary,  Z  should  have  furnished  them  ; 
but  at  present  they  are  supplied.  With  the  highest  resjicct  aud 
esteem,  I  remain,  sir. 

Your  obedient  and  faithful  servant,  George  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  Christopher  Gore. 

pBU-AUELriiiA,  Jan.  6,  Unfl, 
Mt  dear  Sir,  —  Tour  reflections  on  Randolph's  publication" 
have  given  much  pleasure  to  me,  and  to  several  of  my  friends  to 
whom  they  have  been  communicated. 

'  General  James  Wadsworth,  of  Connecticut 

'  An  intercepted  despatch  of  Faucliet,  the  French  minigter,  liad  indicated 
llut  Edmund  Bandolph,  then  Secretar;  of  State,  was  in  his  pay.    Bandolph 
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T7ie  questions  which  aiifrgcst  thpmwlvoa  so  nAttiraHj  to  the 
miud  of  the  reader,  and  which  you  huvv  lilatetl,  ara  of  Bome  impor- 
tance; btii;  it  haA  l>fsc<mi«  doubtful  whf^thcr  »xiy  forma]  atttncr 
bIiouIiI  be  givea  lo  u  iirtxiuelioii  which  has  »<)  •llsaj)[>oiuL«d  public 
expectrtl  ioci  (hut  it  eii^ai^t  no  iittftiiliou  rither  of  parlj  or  iinlivid* 
ualfl.  The  man  has  found  ua  tiefemien,  and  not  enmity  enoii<;h  lo 
Kink  him  lowt^r  than  he  ha5  phined  himself. 

It  may,  however,  be  proper  to  make  it  known  that  Faucb«t> 
\tUiiT  was  kept  back  by  the  President  frnm  no  conaidcrfttions  thst 
weru  pursona).  but  suUdy  to  itiu&h  the  otlicial  papcre  rclutive  lo 
th«  ratification  in  the  Sttcnijary'*  otllc«;  after  which,  a  dl»clo«tre 
wouM  hnve  Ix^en  made  to  Randulph  immediately,  hut  for  the  indis- 
position of  the  Atlomey-General,'  w1k>**'  UK-tiEtanct;  was  very  prop- 
erly required  at  a  consultation  *a  deeply  offecling  the  public  wel- 
fare, la  vain  did  tiie  mciweTiger  go  every  day  to  his  IiouhCi  Hva 
mile*  from  town,  lofoHcit  hiit  attendance.  It  wfut  inipOKaible-  H6 
grew  worsif.  and  finally  it  wss  iippivlumd^il  that  ht;  n-ouh)  nerer 
njc'over.  As  Boon  as  the  expvulatiun  of  et-ving  lilui  wjw  extui- 
giiished,  it  TTHB  decided  by  the  President  xn  make  the  diaclmure  to 
Raudolph,  which  was  done  mthout  permiuing  any  c«mmiitii cation 
to  be  made  by  the  officers  of  government  to  any  person  nhateveri 
and  it  appenrs  at  thLi  momL-tii  that  the  tirst  Intimation  of  the  busl- 
ueM  frum  our  govenimeul  wan  given  by  Uaudolpb  liimsclL  He 
prolMbly  ]nit  the  letter  immediately  into  the  hands  of  IHUm  *  an4 
others  whobe  advice  li<<  neede<l.  It  in  true  that  wme  whitpen 
were  beginning  to  circulate  about  this  town  at  the  same  timet 

ihcreupiin  reaipned.  and  pnbHahed  a  "  VlndicMioo."  which  wa«  t  rery  lame 
affnir.  It  U  mid  iliiit  Wnthitiitton.  nil  bviiijr  lukud  if  lu>  hml  n.-«d  (hi.'  book, 
n-plii-cl,  "  Vm,  nir,  1  linvf  ri>ail  t'vi-ry  line,  «>ii?ry  Iell*>r  of  ii  ;  Hii'i  n  ()Bma''lvr 
»(.iiuiitlrt1  Uinl  Almifrlily  ntvcr  iiermiltt^l  to  >li'i)cni<.-f  liiininiiilT  ! "  Waaliitw- 
mn  was  sronswl  hy  ihe  pww  mUrrjiTLefutfltlniH  ai  Hnndolph.  Il  will  ht  re- 
iiH'iiili-n'd  llJUt  Buiiiliilgili  ufci-ru'tird*  |iTi)vt,-il  lu  \ik  b  public  di-fntillcr.  For 
llu?  ilucciIoIc  <)r  WBuliinKlon,  see  llnmMton'*  llhiory  of  the  Republic.  VL 
aOfl;  for  RaiiJoJiiiri  |itjeiini»T>-  trouble.  AdiiiiiiiiitTHiiuii  nf  Wasliiii)ctun  and  J 
Aftam*.  I.  '^Ht.  Alt1i>f>UKh  ltnniliil|ih  thi-ri  Inhrrriil  unrlcr  an  irrcmnvatilft 
weiphi  of  Hiifipirinn.  from  whk-h  nearlr  a  CL>tilury  ha«  nui  ri'licred  lilin,  the 
whole  biuloi-M  i*  »till  InvolTcl  in  myM«j*,  We  *hnll  jinilialily  never  know 
the  panel  tnilh  in  ri'i^ard  lo  hi*  iknlinint  wilh  itii'  Fmicb  ininiettr  until  Iht 
French  archiv^ii  hnra  Xv^^n  ilutrimuliU  (•xamlniL-d.  uud  Faachct'i  private  t.'orre- 
»]K)i»h>n(.-e  wilh  hi*  owta  tp)v<.-nimcnt  limuKhl  in  linht.  I 

'  William  llrnHrnril,  nf  IVntinrlvnnia. 

*AlexaiidtT  ,),  t>a]lB«,  of  PcmiiiylTanla ;  aflcrwarda  Secretary  nf  the 
Treaturj'  under  Sir.  Uiiditon,  1^14-10. 
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which  harl  relation  to  the  subject  j  but  these  undoubtedly  pro- 
ceeded from  the  English,  who  were  not  under  bo  strong  obliga- 
tions to  be  reserved. 

The  hesitation  to  ratify  which  was  produced  in  the  President's 
mind  after  the  departure  of  the  senators  from  this  city  arose  first 
from  the  provision  order  which  it  was  insinuated  was  Imttomed  on 
the  treaty.^  The  '■'^ certain prrton"  spokeu  of  by  Randolph  (Ham- 
ilton) was  on  this  occasion  consulted  by  the  President,  and.  as  I 
UDderstand.  advised  to  withhold  the  exchange,  of  ratifications  in  Eng- 
land until  the  order  should  be  revoked  or  satisfactorily  explained, 
so  that  no  pretence  should  be  had  for  saying  that  we  ac(|ui<;>iced 
in  a  construction  so  extraordinary  of  the  treaty.  Tliis  circum- 
etance.  which,  if  known,  would  refute  so  much  calumny  against 
Hamilton,  happened  at  an  unlucky  moment  for  the  President.  It 
unsettled  his  previous  resolution,  and  laid  Iiim  open  to  all  the  arti- 
fices which  were  then  practising  by  Randolph  to  deter  him  from 
gi\-ing  the  final  sanctioti.  You  will  easily  trace  the  information, 
which  the  Jacobins  exclusively  possessed  at  this  period,  of  the  state 
of  the  President's  mind ;  and  you  will  see  the  motives  they  had  for 
BO  much  exertion  in  exciting  tumultuous  meetings,  and  other  sedi- 
tious practices.  A  channel  was  open,  through  which  every  senti- 
ment expressed  by  the  President  in  confidence  could  be  conveyed 
to  the  demagogues  of  the  great  towns  by  every  post. 

A  review  of  these  ideas,  connected  with  the  transactions  of  the 
last  summer,  will  furnish  the  only  clew  to  the  executive  proceed- 
ings, and  will  account  for  the  promptitude  which  seems  to  liave 
characterized  the  last  act,  especially  if  it  be  remembered  that  Ham- 
mond'was  waiting  for  the  President's  determination,  which  had 
been  long  promised.  The  most  dangerous  as  well  as  most  atro- 
dons  part  of  Randolph's  design,  however,  cannot  l>e  fully  devel- 
oped without  bringing  the  President  into  a  position  in  which  lie 

'  The  "  proTiBion  order  "  was  the  order  in  council  autliorizing  the  seizure 
of  ill  ibipe  conveying  proTislons  wliich  miglit  in  an;  way  Ito  iixed  l>y  the 
IVench.  So  extensive  a  claim  was  denied  hy  the  Unileii  SiaieB,  who  hoM 
that  proTisiona  were  contratiRnd  only  when  being  conveyeil  to  uniiie  port 
ibsotutely  blockaded  or  beBief^cd.  The  Britieh  withdrew  this  claim  when 
the  negotiationa  opened,  but  Jay  was  unable  to  agree  to  any  article  on  Iliia 
point.  In  July,  1706,  just  after  the  Senate  Imd  ratiflcd  the  treaty,  news 
<iaie  that  British  cruisers  were  again  enforcing  the  pmviKiuu  order  ;  and  the 
I^emocrata  promptly  asserted  tliat  tbb  new  inf  ringenient  of  neutral  rights 
•M  due  to  the  treaty. 

>  The  British  minister. 
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never  bUouM  be  placed.  The  flesigti  of  8<r[>iirattng  the  Pre^Weol 
from  the  Sfuate.  so  niinoiis  if  fffi-ol«l.  cnn  only  be  iiiferr**!  now 
from  the  iiiforiuiilitiii  wUk'li  Kaiidulph  ttoiiplies;  but  the  ofBoen  o( 
the  goveriiDient,  wliu  tTiu»t  pt>»eMt  tlia  ini>-<t  niiiple  evideiioa,  Imve 
QO  doubt  i>f  ifin  f»c1.' 

I  Hcnd  tu  Mr.  lli^iieon,  b^  Cbis  post,  n  copy  of  Ilamiltoti'B  let:«r 
on  the  power  of  the  vommtsiiiotiers,  which,  to  e«To  mc  the  tmuble 
of  transcribing,  I  must  request  you  to  call  for,  if  you  wUb  to 
read  it. 

With  much  esteem  and  regard,  T  remain,  Aiat  ur, 

Your  faithful  friend,  G.  CxDOT. 

Cabot  to  WjisBntGTON. 

SiK. —  The  great  importance  of  selecting  persoiu  Bpc-edilj  for 
ihe  olHccs  created  by  the  British  treaty,  aud  iheililllciiUy  of  findbig 
those  who  Biay  be  iii  kJI  rexpectH  cumjietPtil  U}  itie  i)uti*rj>  r«i)tiirtd, 
buve  enggeatifd  thi;  hpVwf  ihiit  it  might  mit  hi:  unuc^rRjiUihle  to  the 
ii^xccutive  tu  receive  froiu  vurious  parts  of  the  Union  the  mune«  of 
oandidiucs  who  may  be  thought  most  siitliiblu. 

Under  the  iinpressionB  of  these  ideas,  1  have  &¥r)iieDtly  iwicwed 
the  circles  in  which  I  have  bL-vn  accuslouie']  to  more :  and  it  uugbt 
to  be  oonfesfted  that  very  few  Iinve  oerun-ed  lo  my  mind  wbone  cUaT' 
aiAen  were  whully  free  from  oltjecliouB.  However,  I  d<i  not  he«- 
t«te  to  nieiUiini  Mr.  Goro*  as  a  gmitlumaii  who,  in  my  estimalioii, 
unites  mont  of  the  qiialiflcatioris  requisite  for  a  coramissiuuer  in 
London,  and  possesses  uiore  litiie^  for  ihitt  trutil  thna  any  other 
person  in  Mu»auchusetta  who  can  Uv  con^idt-tavl  an  a  candidal!^. 

I  also  inkB  the  li1)erty  r>{  naming  Mr.  Piirttona  as  a  law^'er 
whose  well-kiionn  tuleiit«  pecntiurly  fit  him  for  iurestigHi4ng  and 
(leHdin;!  on  the  olnims  of  British  c-redilors,  and  Mr.  Learned,  of 
Couiit!Cliciit,  as  a  genll(>aian  whose  probity  and  good  Mnse  qualify 
him  for  many  otliccs  where  public  confidence  ia  required. 

With  the  hlgbeet  {lo^iuble  rt-«pecu  1  ain,  air. 

Your  most  obtHlieiit  servant,  G.  CaRot. 

I  Tills  letlfr  thmwn  b  gnnrt  ilcfll  nf  lijrht  on  the  innH^iox  hy  which  It  was 
•ltcin|>ti-<l  t<i  dcfvat  the  tren.iy-  Mr.  CuWt  wu  in  a  pmitiiju  lo  know  accu- 
raivly  [h«  true  ilaii?  wf  affuir*,  ncul  hlti  ■■.'(Hiuiit  brhi){*  ou(  very  fotvlblj'  tb« 
pari  plarvil  lir  Uanilulph.  For  the  vii'ira  nf  H'tiiihingtan  nnd  Ifninillon,  wfi 
Hamillon'g  Works,  Vi.  12.  Ifl.  II*.  26.  3-1.  nnd  35. 

'  IVlr.  Oore  wa*  iiulxcqiKinty  appuiiiteit,  nnd  acted  as  conunlsrionrr  uiidec 
the  tnralj. 
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Cabot  to  Caleb  Strong. 

Philadelphia,  Thursday,  April  27, 1796. 

Ht  deak  Friend,  —  The  question^  in  the  House  will  be 
taken  this  day,  or  at  farthest  to-morrow  ;  and  all  agree  that  the 
result  will  be  uafavorable.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  the  majority 
will  not  be  greater  than  fifty-two  to  forty-eight. 

It  is  distressing  to  the  few  of  us  who  remain  here  that,  at  so 
delicate  a  conjunction,  when  the  Senate  will  be  called  to  act  a 
part,  it  is  totally  uncertain  on  what  side  the  majority  will  be  found 
on  a  question  of  the  most  consequential  kind.  Mr.  Vining '  can- 
not be  heard  of,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  expect  him  here  in  any 
event ;  and  'Sir.  Frelinghuysen  '  has  this  day  left  us :  so  that  at 
this  moment  we  should  lose  the  most  important  questions,  if  forced 
to  a  decision.  I  have  stated  these  and  some  further  ideas  in  a  let- 
ter  to  Mr.  Paine;*  hoping  that  he  would  not  persist  in  his  deter- 
mination to  remain  at  home,  when  he  knows  that  it  is  impossible 
to  transact  the  business  depending  in  our  House  without  his  assist- 
ance. The  President  and  the  friends  of  order  in  the  Legislature 
are  extremely  discouraged  by  the  evident  weakness  of  the  Senate 
at  a  time  when  all  its  members  will  be  needed,  and  their  firmness 
put  to  the  severest  trial.  I  pray  you  to  come  on  without  a  moment's 
delay,  as  you  would  wbh  to  save  us  from  defeat,  and  our  country 
from  disgrace  and  ruin. 

Your  faithful  friend,  G.  Cabot. 


Cabot  to  Strong. 

Brookline,  June  6, 1796. 

Mt  dear  Friend,  —  The  letters  which  several  successive 
mails  have  brought  from  you  give  me  much  pleasure,  not  only  as 
they  contain  interesting  information,  but  much  more  as  they  testify 
a  sentiment  to  which  my  heart  is  always  alive. 

My  letter  of  resignation  is  written,  and  will  be  delivered  to  the 
legislature  in  two  or  three  days  ;  and,  as  it  is  understood  that  you 

'  Thu  refen  to  the  execution  of  the  British  treaty. 
'  John  Vining,  aenator  from  Uelafrare. 

'  Frederick    Frelinghuyaen,  general   in    the  Revolutionary  War,   and 
•ffliior  from  New  Jersey. 
*  Elijah  Paine,  senator  from  Connecticut. 
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aUn  iniciKl  to  rf']liir|iiUli  Congressional  serrice,  T  shonid  have 
willing  in  have  lixd  voiir  ri^iiiguHtton  gone  Itefore  taiQe.  Imlc^li 
I  um  so  luihiliiatKd  lr>  foUow  or  aet  w!fh  you  that  I  slinald  htifti 
fvU  more  !ialisfit<(I  (i(  puKsible)  tliul- 1  WH<i  doing  right.  You  were 
snooeAJtfiil  in  your  JiitcnLion  to  m»ke  Mrs.  Ciibot  nud  tii^  Ungfa 
liennilri  by  ])ro|io8iiig  thai  TihoitM  write  ffoujrom  Congress.  Yi*, 
tnily,  1  will  repuy  your  fiiltrlity  "-when  I  am  ifttre,  and yuu  art  at 

JuOgu  Ivuwfll  tuts  JUKI  iiieutioiiei]  lo  uiu  tltitt  the  Stal«  of 
TciiiifMiM'fi  in  iicliially  ailniitt^^-il  iiilo  tli*  Union.  I  cJinrp?  tjii»  to 
tt^e  moineiitiir}'  ill-humor  of  ii  <!isitp]ioii>le<l  gitlliinU  How  moiiify* 
iiig  a  r«KeciioD  is  it  thnt  the  Dio«t  injjiortnnt  coiieeros  of  a  nnlion 
flhniilil  he  conducted  Iit  such  caprice  !  'With  what  exultation  may 
the  iniiiiHicrR  of  moiiiin-liical  gnvcniiiifnts  exposit  the  witpI  move- 
nieut*  of  oTir  jiun'  rirpuliHcau  syetfrm.  wlmij  th«*  public  ^»m\  is  sup- 
paitd  Co  be  tlie  cotittlaiU  spring  of  notion  ! 

But,  althuugli  I  »hnll  never  i>e  able  lo  entennin  you  with  what 
in  iiaKHJii;;  uiiiiiii};  ||ie  ariiloiTatfl  of  lUf.  f;real  worEit,  I  liave  u*} 
reliictnnt-e  n.t  ;;iviiig  ynii  n  fuilhfnl  narriitivfi  of  what  ocrare  at 
Greunhill.  Ilvru  h  no  faction  nor  ciibal,  allhougli  utir  gOTuriioieut 
is  perfectly  democratic  Th»  ttwinitth  mullitude  are  no4.-Afiiotia]]y 
noisy ;  but  a  sup  from  the  cook  or  a  pail  from  the  dair^'^wonun 
never  fail«  to  quiet  lliein.  Mai's  hnninne  than  those  of  Pari*,  thty 
are  ftnlisfifi  with  milk  instes*!  of  blnoH.  Acconlingly.  we  po  on 
hamioniiKiiih'  mother  ;  I  fiupptyiiig  their  talile,  and  thuy  supply- 
ing min*?.  I  wisJi  you  were  here  to  partuke  of  hub  oat  of  tweuty- 
fix-o  which  my  "brt-vdcrs  hrn-e  Iteen  good  enough  to  produce  this 
spring.  If  yuu  huve  really  done  with  Congrcsf,  as  1  fear  is  tlia 
aise,  why  should  you  not  visit  BokIou.  aiid  make  my  houite  your 
lodging?  Be  awurwl  nothing  wniild  give  ns  greater  pleasure, 
provided  you  do  not  attempt  to  rivul  me  Coo  far  in  the  favor  of 
the  ]udie«  here. 

Yournnfoigned  and  affectionate  [Head,  G.  Cabot. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

17W-1708. 

Betreat  from  Politici.  —  Suggested  for  the  French  CommiflsioD.  —  Political 
Services.  —  CorrespoDdence. 

Mb.  Cabot  wished  and  intended,  when  he  resigned  from 
the  Senate,  to  lead  a  perfectly  retired  life  and  one  of  unin- 
terrupted quiet.     He  thought  his  abandonment  of   office 
would  free  him  entirely  from  the  trials  of  patience  and 
temper  bo  inseparable  from  political  life,  but  he  was  not 
destined  to  escape  so  easily.    The  four  years  of  Mr.  Adams's 
administration  were  crowded  with  important  questions,  and 
were  marked  by  those  bitter  dissensions  which  ultimately 
destroyed  the  Federalist  party.     However  much  Mr.  Cabot 
might  shut  out  the  world,  he  could  not  exclude  the  strong 
emotions  nor  repress  the  deep  interest  excited  in  his  mind 
by  the  course  of  French  policy  and  by  the  dangers  menac- 
ing both  his  party  and  his  country.     He  was  often  applied 
to  for  advice  during   this   critical  period,   was  frequently 
consulted   by  the   party   leaders,   and   was   finally   called 
upon  in  such  a  way  that  he  was  forced  to  render  active 
assistance.    Though  he  refused  office,  he  could  not  refuse 
3iis  friends  the  aid  of  his  influence  and  exertions  within 
lis  own  immediate  sphere.     His  correspondence  from  the 
~4ime   of    his    resignation    to    the    accession    of    Jefferson 
burnishes  abundant  evidence  of  much  unassuming  politi- 
4^1  activity.     True  to  his  first  idea  of  seclusion,  he  took 
Ko  part   in   the   canvass   which   occurred  soon   after   his 
"resignation,   and   which   resulted   in    the    choice    of    Mr. 
-Adams.     His   opinions  as  to  the   proper   course   for   the 
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FedeniliKU,  iu  this  instance,  were  clear  and  distinct.  Mr. 
Cabot  believed  that  the  first  object  was  to  defeat  at  all 
faazardti  tlie  eleHioii  of  a  Democratic,  or,  to  use  hia  own 
words,  a  "  French  President."  This  point  assured,  he  con- 
ceived that  the  n^xt  rJiity  of  the  party  was  to  unite  on  Mr. 
Adaiu8  aB'tbelr  first  chuice.  In  a  lettei:  to  Wolcott,  be  saya : 
*■'  I  do  not  hesitate  to  avow  my  opiniun  that  the  first  and 
highest  iltity  of  the  olectora  wa«  to  provpiit  the  election  of 
a  French  I'resitlent ;  and,  this  being  provided  for,  the  next 
object  would  have  been  to  secure  the  election  of  Mr.  Adain». 
liut  I  will  never  admit  that  we  ought  to  take  any  conudei- 
able  ribk  uf  treeing  a  French  or  any  fon^ign  Preside-nt 
rather  thnn  the  risk  of  any  one  Federal  candidAte  in  pref- 
erence  to  another." '^  Mr.  Cabot's  preferencies  were  de- 
cidedly in  favor  of  Mr.  Adams,  iu  which  he  differed  from 
Hamilton,  whose  personal  inclinations  were  all  for  Pinck- 
ney ;  nor  does  ho  seem  to  have  been  ainrined  in  regard 
to  the  Vice- Presidency,  about  wliich  Hamilton  was  at  this 
time  so  justtv  anxiouK.^ 

'  I  liayp  clM'wlipre  {North  Awericjtn  ReTjew  for  J'llj",  1978)  dUcuued 
Ramtlttm'i  ]HwttKtR  hi  tu  thf  Pi-ilcraliat  ta  ml  til  a  leu,  niiii  I  linrc  thniT  takni 
tbf  gToDnil  thnl  lUmilton'*  ofKniy  cxitrcMc^I  jtKicrencf  for  Pini-kney  m-v«r 
led  him  into  aii  ulU'inpt  ic>  brini;  Iu  that  t^ciultmau  uvrr  Mr.  Adaim.  llam> 
ilton'K  exertions  vvrv  Jiivtu-d  Iu  Iiiiviiik  nil  (hv  ^'It'i.'ton  vutv  (ur  Atlnuu  uh] 
Itncknvy,  becaiuv  h«  wl«hi.><l  ttt  kU  imxanl*  (q  neourc  both  ofilcr*.  Uv  wu 
pirri^ftlj-  wUliiia  to  rink  tlie  clioiue  uf  Piniiiipy  lo  the  ■flml  [ilntv,  but  to 
■MFrl  thiit  he  cviT  intriittiPil  lo  hting  dlwuit  miih  n  rwiill  tiT-iiicrf  lo  m« 
unwarranttd  by  the  BulhoriitoB.  Tho  rliar^c  a^aiiut  Hanitlton  of  trying  to 
rrk-KBttf  ^Ir-  Adariu  lo  the  Vke-PreBidKii^-y  wa«  TrvLly  amiv  «l  tbo  lirau  t^ 
Mr.  AdnniK'«  «H[iporU'ni,  and  wu  flfttly  ilcnifil  by  llw  oUiiTr  «lng  of  the 
party.  TUe  AceutAXiaa  baa  Iieen  n-p«-at»-d  by  later  writtiri),  but  iioeiiu  wImUj 
iin>ii<lati)f(l  iiQ  any  rcaaniiftblp  RiiDHtnittlnn  of  the  numtM-oui)  private  letters 
relating  to  that  Hin?  and  now  before  the  pnbltc.  Thii  vi«ir  u  CMiflrmM)  1^ 
the  lettvn  in  this  volume.  Mr.  Cabot  was  In  a  jmHltion  t<i  icnu«  of  ttieh  an 
UilriKiK^.  bud  It  fxintt-d.  Hf  wni  in  all  iliv  Fi-dt-ralift  couuii'ls,  was  ihe  iti^ 
mate  frii^nii  of  lUmiltiM),  nnd  ypt  npvt^r  atluHps  to  any  aeheme  lnlMid«d  to 
benefit  lluckney  al  llic  exponae  of  Mr.  Adikru*.  Ilia  vilvnt-*  on  luch  a  point 
b  atrong  prnof  that  tlit?  attiry  linit  no  foundation,  but  whnt  he  does  wy  in 
regard  lo  lh«  ukc'tion  u  c^vn  more  ilriking  and  cnnviucinit.  From  Mr. 
Csbot'a  tk-»cription  of  the  proliahk  action  of  tbu  ManiavliUMrlU  vlecWiml 
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While  the  Presidential  election  was  ip  progress  and  dur- 
ing the  ensuing  winter,  public  attention  W-aine  m*>ro  and 
uure  eiigroioMjd  by  our  relatiuns  with  France.  Monroe, 
sabstitutcd  for  Morris  as  a  eoucillatory  measure,  had  in- 
gratiated himself  with  our  "  magimnimou*  alUfn;"  if  not 
at  the  expense  of  his  own  self- res jwct,  cerUiinly  with  grvat 
detriment  to  the  dignity  of  the  country  be  represeutetl. 
This  unwise,  if  not  tmprQ]>er.  conduct  provoked  the  censure 
of  WuJthingcon,  and  iinully  le<l  to  Monroe's  recall,  and  to  the 
appointment  of  General  Pinckney  in  Ids  stead.  Mr.  Caltot 
viewed  Monroe's  course  with  a  steadily  increasing  aversion, 
which  culminated  in  the  deepest  indignation  when  the  news 
came  of  the  insults  offered  to  Pinckney  on  his  arrival  iu 
Paris,  and  the  still  more  degnnling  flattery  hivislted  upon 
the  do[>arting  Monroe.  The  subsequent  dismissal  of  inir 
minister  with  fverj-  mark  of  contempt,  and  the  renewal  of 
extensive  depredations  on  our  commerce,  rendered  war  im- 
minent. While  affftirs  were  in  this  unju-ouitsing  condition, 
tlie  new  President  was  inaugurated.  Mr.  Adams,  behoving 
fully  in  the  Wasliingumian  policy  of  a  strong  neutrality, 
desired  above  everything  to  prevent  by  all  honorable  rot-ana 
the  disaster  of  a  French  war.  and  his  attention  therefore  was 
at  once  directed  to  the  scheme  of  a  special  embassy.  The 
neoBMity  of  such  a  step  Hamilton  hiul  foreseen  some  months 
before.  In  a  letter  dated  Jan.  22,  1797,  Hamilton  pressed 
this  matter  on  Washington's  attention : '  — 

*'Tbe  bent  form  of  llie  thing,  in  my  view,  U  a  oommissiou  io- 
chdiug  three  persons,  whu  may  )>u  callal  0(imtaijuioue»  plfui- 
poleoiiary  ood  extraunlimiry.  Two  uf  tliu  tliree  should  bo  Mr. 
Ua-liMiti  AuA  Mr  Piuckney ;  a  lliirJ  miiy  bu  uki>n  from  iii«  uortb- 
era  Sl<itr«.  simI  I  knovr  of  none  betu^r  ihaa  Mr.  Cabot,  who,  or 
tay  fire  of  whom,  may  be  empowered  to  net. 

coUffrcv  it  i«  nidpot  thst  the  onlv  rUk  tnybtxljr  there  rncam  tn  ru»  ««■  tliat 
•(  bringing  in  JaSvntM  ralk-r  ihsii  fiDdaniKT  ihe  i-liolw  of  Mr.  Aduns  to 
dni  inl  |>l»4.-«.    All  llie  >taM«cliiuetu  ek«ton  nvri;  gf  odium  iiipparten 
of  Mr  AiUnw.     Sue  ImiIuw,  p.  IIS. 
I  Ilamiilon's  Worlu,  VL  l9o. 
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"Mr.  MarliKnii  will  Imve  (li«  c-oiiGil(*iic«  o(  ifie  French  atirl  of 
the  opptwUioa.  Mr.  Piiii^knev  will  have  Rumelhing  of  the  SAine 
a<ivaiilage  iu  ho  inferior  degree.  Hr.  Cabot,  witlioui  being  able  to 
prevent  their  ({oing  whjit  i»  right,^  will  be  a  italutary  fliock  upon 
tcio  much  GtUliRii^ni,  and  h'n  real  ooiniiierciftl  kuowled^  will  6up- 
ply  ihtir  vanl  of  iL  RhaiiW  Uiat.  he  will  finj^y  tlia  confidence  of 
all  tbu  fm-ncU  of  ili^*  ailmlni-itraLion.  His  ditiposition  to  prcsei've 
]ieai.^  in  unliiELt  and  uiii|ualiti<>d. 

**T))i<i  plitn.  u>o.  I  l.liink,  mil  consist  with  all  reaitouablu  att«n* 
tioii  to  Mr.  Piiickiiey's  feelings. 

"Or  (which,  however,  I  chink  less  eligible)  Mr.  Maditon  and 
Mr.  Piuckiiejr  ouly  may  bo  joint  commissioner*,  wilhont  a  third 
person. 

"  Mr.  Cabot,  tf  Appointed  without  beiag  consulted,  will,  I  tbiuk, 
ceriaiuly  go." 

No  action  was  taken  by  Washington  in  this  important 
matter.  The  approaching  eml  of  hta  t«rm  of  oflicp,  and 
the  sliort-sighted  opposition  of  Piclvenng  and  Wok-ott  to  a 
peace  policy,  probably  induced  him  to  loavc  a  settlement 
of  this  difficult  business  to  bis  Buccessor.  The  idea  of  the 
commission,  however,  was  ever  present  to  IIjimiltoti'H  mind, 
and  we  find  bim  writing  to  Sedgwick,  Feb.  2ti,  1797:  — 

"Were  I  Mr.  ArlarnH  then,  I  bolievo  I  xliunid  be|;in  my  Presi- 
Aency  by  naming  nn  e«tr«onlinary  oomnussion  to  the  French 
re}niblic.- :  nud  I  think  it  would  consiet.  of  three  persons,  Mr.  Miidi- 
Bou,  Mr.  Piurkiiey,  xiid  Air.  Cubut.  I  iiliuuld  purvtiu  thin  cijiin>e 
for  ftevflral  rpii-tonR :  hfranite  T  woiiM  have  a  man  as  intliiential 
with  the  FreiR'h  as  Mr.  Madi.ion.  yet  I  would  not  trust  biro  alone. 
Ie»t  hii  Gftlltciwrn  should  work  amiss;  bcc-aune  I  would  not  wound 
Mr,  Pinekney.  so  i-e<-eiitly  Client  in  ihc  Rnmu  Kplrit;  thirdly,  I  think 
Citltot  would  mix  very  useful  in;;n^lieiiM  in  the  cup."' 

The  morning  after  the  itiaiigii ration,  Fisher  Ames,  then 
about  to  retire  from  public  life,  called   ujwn  the  new 

'  This  I  lUKJL-ntAnd  to  reteT  to  Iho  i]anf;i;rs  lobe  A]i|irvhenclMl  In  a  n'lc^ 
tiAtion,  from  Mr.  Cabur*  bitter  and,  an  f&r  n«  !1  wiui  in  bit  nntiin'.  riolrat 
hatrMl  of  t'nin<.-e,  thv  rrench,  and  all  llicir  works.  The  exoi.<69ra  al  the 
French  Revolution  bftd  deeply  prejudiced  Mr.  Cabot  acaiiut  vwiy  dung 
Gsllir. 

3  Hamilton'!  Worlu,  VI.  200. 
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President,  and  after  speaking  of  the  state  of  our  French 
relations,  of  the  necessity  of  a  commission,  and  of  sending 
some  man  who  would  command  the  confidence  of  the 
Northern  States,  recommended  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Cabot.  Ames  suggested  that  Mr.  Cabot  should  be  sent  as 
one  of  the  three,  if  a  commission  was  determined  on,  or 
alone,  if  but  one  was  to  go.  Mr.  Adams,  after  describing 
this  interview,  says:  — 

"  I  had  thought  of  Mr.  Ames  himself,  as  well  as  Mr.  Calwt, 
Juclge  Dana,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  many  others." ^  "I  considerud  Mr. 
Ames's  candidate,  Mr.  Cabot,  as  deUberattdy  as  any  of  the  others, 
and  with  as  favorable  and  friendly  a  disposition  as  any  other 
without  exception.  But  I  hoew  his  character  and  connections 
were  as  well  known  in  France,  particularly  by  Talleyrand,  as  Air. 
Gerry's  were ;  and  that  there  were  great  objections  ag«iii:4t  the 
former,  and  none  at  all  against  the  latter.  It  would  be  therefore 
inexcnsable  in  me  to  hazard  tlie  success  of  the  niitision  men>ly  to 
gratify  the  passions  of  a  party  in  America,  especially  na  I  knew 
Mr.  Gerry,  to  say  the  least,  to  be  full  as  well  ({uaiitiiid  by  his 
studies,  bis  experience,  and  every  quality,  tor  the  service  as  tlie 
other."  » 

While  the  President  hesitated  as  to  the  composition  of 
the  embassy,  Hamilton  was  urging  the  necessity  of  the 
measure  upon  all  the  leading  men  of  his  party.  On  March 
22, 1797,  he  wrote  to  Pickering:  — 

..."  I  would  appoint  a  commission  cxtraonlinary,  to  coo- 
Bist  of  Mr.  JefFerson  or  Mr.  Madison,  together  with  Mr.  Ca1>ot 
and  Mr.  Pinckney.  To  be  useful,  it  is  important  tliat  a  man 
agreeable  to  the  French  should  go.  But  neither  Madison  nur 
Jefferson  ought  to  go  alone.  The  three  will  give  security.  It 
will  flatter  the  French  pride.  It  will  engage  American  confidiinco. 
and  recommend  the  people  to  what  shall  be  evcntnally  necessary."  * 

Again,  a  few  weeks  later,  he  wrote  to  Wolcott,  arguing 

with   great  force   the   wisdom    of  sucli   a   mission   as   he 

describes :  — 

1  Worki  of  John  Adams,  Letters  to  the  "Boston  Patriot,"  IX.  283. 

«  Ibid.,  IX.  287. 

•  Bamiltoa's  Works,  VI  214. 
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"  \Vt>  ought  to  do  evprr  tliinjf  to  avowl  rupture  witbotit  unwortliy 
Bwritice,  and  to  keep  iu  view,  ax  a  primary  o)ij««:U  uuioii  ai  homeu 
No  menaure  can  Uiiiil  mnre  to  tliis  tliaii  au  oxtnuinliiiary  mu 
Ami  it  U  wruin,  to  fullil  thcais  viiiU  [ii\iikh#«I,  il  ought  to  embntca 
a  i-biinic;ttir  in  whom  Fraiire  Anil  the  op[>onninii  have  full  cnxUt. 
^V)iai  risk  cuu  uttend  s^mling  MuJi&on,  if  cotubinwt,  as  f  prupo«a^J 
nritli  1'incknoy  nn^l  Cabot?  or  tiuch  a  in.-ui  (two  dfrifitng)}  Depend 
on  it,  Pinckney  is  a  man  ttf  honor,  and  lovce  bis  country.  Cabot 
w«  both  know."' 

At  the  sumo  time,  Hamilton  wrote  to  William  Smithy 
and  in  discussing  the  proposed  commission  said:  — 

"  And,  to  pro<.iuc»  tJie  (Wt^ircd  «ITect,  it  leeias  to  m«  eefeottal 
that  it  shall  embrucv  a  distingvithisl  i-lianiol«r,  ugreeaUe  to  Fraooa 
and  having  the  eoiifidon<^  of  the  adverse  party.  Hence  T  think 
of  Miulisoii;  but  I  think  of  him  only  as  one,  becaufio  1  would  not 
tniHl  bini  nloiie.  I  would  unite  with  him  Pinckooy  aitd  Kimttj 
Btrotij!  man  from  tJic  Nt»rih, — .lay,  ('abut;  and  two  of  the  threa 
should  rule.     We  should  tbt-n  bu  safu." 

From  these  eitracts,  Hamilton's  plan,  or  rather  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  it  was  haaed,  may  be  readily  understood 
and  appreciated.  Sharp.  Btroiig,  and  wellHlefined,  tlua  [>ul- 
icy  ttorc  all  tho  characteristic  marks  of  the  mind  which 
deviaed  it.  I'he  central  tiguru  in  llitmiltou'b  arrangement 
of  tlio  commission  was  the  "  dhtingnighfd  character"  of 
the  opposition.  Tli«  suhnrdinati^  parts  were  to  be  filled  by 
two  strong  Feiioralists.  one  from  the  South,  the  other  from 
the  North ;  and  thuy  were  to  be  the  checks  and  balancejs  on 
the  movements  of  their  colleague.  In  this  way,  dignity, 
force,  8ud  oonAlstency  would  have  been  imparte'd  to  the 
embassy  from  the  outset^  and  not  only  the  gengraphical. 
but  the  political  exigencies  would  bare  been  duly  provided 
for.  There  was  one  man  in  the  United  States  pre- 
eminently fitted  to  phiy  the  part  of  the  ''distinguished 
cbanicter"   of   the  opposition,   and    there   M-as  only  one. 

■  A<]nuni>tnttlanii  ot  Waihlngton  and  Adami,  L  490;  and   Wurka  of 
HaiulKou,  VI.  :!30. 
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Send  Any  one  t^l»e  in  Ma(li>ton'8  place,  and  the  diflicuUiea  of 
the  situatiou  vrutv  vuhaiivvd  at  oact;  a  thou»aml-fi>ld.  The 
two  strong  Federalist*,  on  the  contrary,  might  have  been 
replaced  by  a  dor^n  olIiHrs  eqiiAlly  good.  Mr.  Adams 
nMnembered  the  geogmpbical,  but  not  the  political  nni- 
ties.  The  conmilviion  sent  wha  coin]>oaed  of  Pinckney, 
Marahall,  and  Gerry.  I'inckney  was  comuian  to  both 
arm  II  gem  en  tfl.  Marshall  and  Gi'i-ry  re)tlac«d,  in  Mr. 
Adiinis's  commisHion,  Cal^K>t  and  Mudisott,  as  suggested  by 
Hamilton.  Mr.  Adnma  a])parently  laboi-ed  under  the  idea 
tliat  h*^  was  merely  nubstitnting  Gerry  for  C,-ilM>t,  both 
being  Northern  men;  wliile  in  reality  Marshall  took 
Cabot's  place,  and  Gerry  ^fadison's.  This  was  an  all- 
impnrtiiiit  difference.  To  send  MarsliatI  instead  of  Caliot 
vrns  wine,  but  to  exchange  Madison  for  Gerry  was  ruinous. 
The  whole  merit  of  the  scheme  resided  in  *•  the  diViV 
guiifhed  clmraeter  "  of  the  opjKvsltion,  by  whose  prej*ence  the 
country  uould  be  united  and  France  apiMiaseil,  yet  whoso 
dangerous  tendencies  would  lie  controlled  by  the  two  sup- 
porters of  the  administration.  Madison  was  such  a  character, 
a  man  of  fimt-rnte  intellectual  powerf^  of  wisdom  and  addrcsa, 
while  Gerry  was  neither.  Partly  from  the  ill-advised  opposi- 
tion '  of  his  secretaries,  who  resisted  the  ap^xfintmeutof  Mod- 


■  See  Wolcott  to  lUmllUMi.  Ilamilion't  Worlu.  Vt  323.  Ur.  Adarot, 
In  hi*  |fcit«r*lothe"]k)iloii  I'«tri<il"  (  W'orlti.  IX.  i*').  says  ;  "  1  llien  callvd 
tbe  h«n(U  of  ilpiMrtnipnU  loKclher,  anil  pmpo^cil  Mr.  iiejTy.  Ail  llie  five 
Toicn  utiRiiitiioualy  wi'n' aKikinit  \t\fn.  Sui'li  Invt-tomU*  pn^Juilici?  utiiH-'kri] 
tne."4c.  In  dcfcwnivio  Uifoiipiidtioii  cxcltcii.  Mr.  Ad«mi  gnw  ugt  Mad- 
Im)ii,  wlin  wu  In  cn^  n>aiiecl  Joit  Uk-  uiti.'  man  fur  tliu  place.  Imt,  ittrnulaU-i1 
by  tlic  tame  oppMllioii  u>  Ovny.  aoteilnxtt^  liitn  al  once.  WuleuuV  tchoiiiL' 
of  joining  J.  (j.  Ailiiiiw  aiiil  Ifi|t(m(>ll  (llainillnn'M  Worka,  VI.  22-'t)  to 
Plnoknejf  "■■».  of  ri)ur«o,  aWurd  on  it*  f«te.  NVillitT  the  >ouuKer  Adanu 
«t  tttnt  time,  nor  InKi-rscill  at  anj  lima,  mii  of  ■ulBi.'U-nl  wtnghl  siiil  pronit- 
nntcv  to  be  plnrol  on  fiirh  a  miMion.  Mr.  Adams'*  bliintter  in  saying 
ftU  "flve"  oppoaedhira  has  been  ndtiiiitiil  In  the  com[i]oie  edition  of  bis 
mrks.     Ttivrc  wvrv  at  lliat  liiuv  but  four  cabinet  offlitra. 

TIr-  leiUT*  o(  ihe  seiTrelarie*  lilffer  niiwc  maluriHll)-  from  Mr.  Adanu'i 
arc-ount  nf  lliia  iiilcrview,  and  Moli(-nr}^'i  espi-ctftlly  ihotri  bow  tniirh  later 
Aninio«itiea  and  pasiiona  had  dbtorled  Mr.  Adaioa'a  vivwa,  and  aiade  him 
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iBon  only  to  he  saildleJ  wUIi  tliat  of  Gerrj',  partly  from  lils 
own  obstiuacy,  bis  etmiige  partiaJity  to  (ievrj,  and  Iub  notion 
that  he  was  ouly  putting  him  in  Cabiit'a  plane,  Mr.  Adaiiis 
blimderefl  into  tliis  fatal  appointment.  Had  he  but  per- 
ceived that  Madison  was  the  essential  part  of  the  commiii- 
won,  all  woidd  have  gone  ■well.  The  President  yielded  to 
ojiitotfitioii  in  Madison 'h  kimo,  and  disregardifd  it  in  that  of 
Oern'.  By  an  opposite  course,  not  only  the  Bubseqnent 
ti'oiiUlefl  with  Franco  might  havo  hcon  averted,  Init  the 
political  niin  in  which  the  Federalists  were  afterwards 
involved  mipht  have  been  prevented.  Mr.  Adams  took 
the  ground  th:it  Gerry  jui>ti[ied  all  his  hopes,'  and  brought 
back  the  intelligence  which  ultiinalely  led  to  ])eace.  No 
nne  now  would  question  Gerry's  honesty  or  integrity  of  pur- 
pose;  hut  he  wa»a  man  of  sliglit  InU-llect,  tluU  pi>r(^eptiona, 
and  no  great  force  of  will  or  chamcter.  Such  a  man  was 
Btrong  enough  to  quarrel  with  his  associateA,  but  not  strong 
enonyh  to  baflie  Talleyruml,  guide  the  course  of  the  com- 
raiHsion,  and  bring  the  negotiation  to  »  successful  issue. 
All  this  Madison  rniglit  possibly  have  done,  (jerry,  with 
,  every  nppeamnoc  cif  having  compi-omtsej  both  himself  and 
JkiH  office,  merely  brought  homeinfoi-mation  sitch  as  art  imlufr- 
triouH  and  intelligeut  valet  might  have  gleaned;  while  the 
objects  of  the  mission  were  left  a  hopeless  wreck,  and  the 
Feileralist  party  plniiged  In  a  de8[ieratc  quarrel  among 
themselves. 

I  have  dwelt  ujwn  this  point  at  some  length,  because'  Mr. 
Cabot'»  name  is  &o  mixed  up  in  the  whole  affair.    He  does 

beUcv«  In  ttip  rxUb-nce  nf  tnj'sterioiu  and  dMid);  hofitiUcjr,  wbpn  nnthlng' 
of  ihv  tr>n  cxtfiK-d.  McHvnry'8  Kcormiit  of  the  IntnjiacUuii  b  ai  Inut 
perfectl;  iiaiiirnl.Riid  doa  not  rc<iuin>  a  eirunH  vCCurt  uf  0\v  unasitiKilnn 
from  tlic  rwwliT.  KilluT  MflTvnry,  a  perfeellf  hoooraUi'  m«n,  lia«  wilfully 
and  kiiowtngJy  lleil,  or  ihp  "invetpriil*  pryjudice  againot  <ii'rr.r,"  and  Ihu 
■fft-ctUHi  fiir  C^IkjI  iin  Oil-  pari  of  the  heads  of  dDiiArtmcati,  hm  tiii-n 
gTt«l,v  cTCflggtrrnliHl  by  Mr,  Adikni*.  induciMt  by  Uw  im-mory  of  Ulcr  and 
nofo  bliii-r  ii(rutn;k-c  to  era  plots  ami  lutxl^i'B  in  (.'vvr;  iaL-iduni  of  hit 
aduiiniKirntmn. 

1  Wgrka  of  John  AduDA,  IX.  S88. 
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not  himself  appear  to  have  known  that  his  name  was  even 
su^ested  by  his  friends  for  this  important  post.  He  was 
opposed  to  the  plan  of  a  commission  j  for,  though  appreciat- 
ing the  value  of  peace,  and,  in  the  event  of  war,  the  necessity 
of  union,  he  did  not  believe  that  any  further  pacific  dealings 
with  France  could  result  in  good.  In  the  disputes  of  which 
he  was  to  some  extent  the  innocent  cause,  Mr.  Cabot  had, 
therefore,  no  personal  interest  whatever;  and  that  Mr. 
Adams,  too,  at  the  time  was  free  from  any  personal  motives, 
is  proved  by  his  offering  to  Mr.  Cabot  soon  afterwards  a 
seat  in  his  cabinet.  Unfortunately,  Mr.  Adams  believed 
subsequently  that  his  rejection  of  Mr.  Cabot  was  his  "first 
offence  against  the  sovereign  heads  of  departments."  I 
have  been  unable  to  find  in  Mr.  Cabot's  correspondence  or 
elsewhere  any  proof  of  this  assertion.  The  secretaries  were 
averse  to  any  mission  at  all,  and  especiiiUy  hostile  to  one 
■which  comprised  Madison  or  Gerry.  This  was  tlie  true 
cause  of  their  opposition  at  the  time  to  the  schemes  of  both 
Adams  and  Hamilton ;  and  they  gave  a  sullen  acquiescence 
to  the  measures  adopted.  If  the  secretaries  had  felt  ag- 
grieved by  the  non-appointment  of  Cabot,  it  would  have 
appeared  in  their  letters.  Is  it  conceivable  that  the  selec- 
tion of  Cabot  should  have  reconciled  them  to  a  policy  so 
distasteful  that  they  had  opposed  Hamilton  in  regard 
to  it?  Though  Hamilton's  scheme  had  included  Mr. 
Cabot  as  an  essential  part,  still  Pickering  and  Wolcott  dis- 
liked it  none  the  less.  The  fact  was  that  Mr.  Adams  en- 
tirely misconceived  the  true  state  of  affairs,  and  his  belief 
that  "  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Cabot  was  his  firat  offence  against 
the  sovereign  heads  of  departments  "  is  not  sustained  by  the 
evidence. 

In  the  interval  between  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  Pinck- 
Dey*s  dismissal  and  the  assembling  of  Congress  in  s])ecial 
session,  it  became  all  important  to  rouse  the  people  to  a 
sense  of  the  a^'essions  of  France,  and  to  prepare  the  pub- 
lic mind  for  strong  action  on  the  part  of  the  executive. 
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Wolcott  therefore  wrote  to  Mr.  Cabot,  setting  forth  the 
probable  poliL^y  of  the  governmont,  and  urging  him  to  use 
al]  his  influence  that  a  right  diifrction  might  be  given  to 
public  opinion.  Averse  as  Mr.  Cabut  was  to  political  activ- 
ity of  all  sorts,  this  vraa  an  occasion  on  which  he  could  not  i 
hold  back.  To  rouse  the  people  agnlnat  France,  to  bring' 
home  to  them,  if  po!isibl<<,  the  infftmoun  conduct  of  their 
"magnanimous  allies,"  was  a  <tuty  from  which  Mr.  Caliot 
had  no  wiuh  to  shrink.  He  at  once  addren^ed  a  circular 
letter  to  several  of  the  leading  New  England  FederalistSt 
in  which  he  described  the  attitude  of  France  in  the  late 
negotiatiixift,  and  the  proltable  |Kilicy  uf  the  ;uhntnii>Lnition, 
and  nrged  the  greatest  efforts  to  obtain  for  the  govern- 
ment a  lieflrty  and  geneml  support.  Mo  alao  sent  sereral 
articles,'  conceived  in  the  same  spirit,  to  the  papers,  and 
lost  no  opportunity  to  declare  the  eentimeuts  by  which,  ai 
that  orisJK,  all  good  men  ought  to  be  actuated.  Just  before 
the  opening  of  Congress,  Mr.  Cabot  addressed  u  secoud 
letter  to  a  few  friends  in  public  po^iitiona,  giving  his  view's 
on  the  situation,  Me  therein  expressed  his  hostility  to 
an  embasBy,  and  dwelt  upon  the  importance  of  prompt 
war  measui-es.  He  even  went  so  far  ns  to  suggest  the  poa-l 
sible  necessity  of  an  embargo,  a  policy  to  which  he  waa 
always  consistently  opposed.  Uut,  above  every  thing,  be 
wi^ed  the  ne^^d  of  a  cordial  and  united  support  of  the  exeo- 
ntive,  to  whom  he  looked  for  a  clear  and  well-iligested  plan 
of  action.  Even  the  nsauranco  that  I  lamilton  was  ansions  for 
the  new  emhflAsy  could  noti-econcile  Mr.C'abot  to  the  scheme. 
It  was  his  firm  conviction  that  any  more  friendly  dealings 
with  France  would  tend  only  to  the  revival  of  the  Gallo- 
mania and  Jacobinism  in  the  ITuited  States. 

"Qii]rli]uttl  ill  est,  tiiDco  I>aiutM  ct  doni\  fcirntcs;" 

Laocoiln'n  famous  sentence  in  its  widest  extent  not  unfitly 

represented  Ifr.  Cabot^s  feeling  then  and  always  in  regard 

to  the  French. 

>  Sec  pp.  &s]-ooa 
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On  May  18th,  Congress  met.  The  firm  and  manly  tone 
of  the  President's  message  delighted  Mr.  Cabot,  and  com- 
manded his  fullest  support  and  admiration.  His  one  anx- 
iety was  now  in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  House ;  and, 
with  a  view  to  influencing  them,  he  exerted  himself  to  pro- 
cure from  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  an  expression  of 
opinion  favorable  to  the  President's  views.  Although  the 
Federalist  policy  proved  in  a  slight  degree  successful  in 
CongresB,  the  extra  session  was  consumed,  for  the  most  part, 
in  hopeless  wrangling  and  futile  party  strife. 

The  American  envoys  reached  Paris  in  October,  179T; 
and  a  few  weeks  later  Congress  again  assembled  for  the 
regular  session.  The  President  ui^ed,  in  his  message,  the 
necessity  of  still  stronger  defensive  measures,  although  refer- 
ring hopefully  to  the  prospects  of  the  French  mission. 
Congress  responded  but  faintly  to  the  vigorous  policy  of 
the  Executive.  Every  one  was  waiting  and  expectant,  for 
it  was  universally  felt  that  nothing  decisive  could  be  done 
until  the  fate  of  the  pending  negotiation  was  settled.  The 
Federalists  urged  warlike  preparations,  and  the  Democrats 
resisted ;  but  political  interests  and  speculations  were  cen- 
tred on  the  irregular  and  tardy  mails  bearing  the  latest 
news  from  Europe. 


PlCKERIKG   TO   CabOT. 

{Prii^ttte.) 

Fhiuioelpbia,  June  11, 1796. 
Dear  Sir,  —  The  President  has  determined  to  make  a  change 
in  the  consulate  at  Hamburg.  Do  you  know  of  auy  respectable 
American  citizen,  of  a  mercantile  character,  who  would  be  willing 
to  accept  the  appointment?  It  has,  I  take  it^  been  a  lucrative 
place,  even  by  the  fees  of  office  ;  although  these  could  be  of  little 
consequence  to  a  merchant  of    Mr.  Parish's '  great  wealth  and 

*  Mr.  Puiih'a  cam  wbb  one  of  the  many  difflcultiea  which  arose  during 
Mr.  Monrof's  unbuBwlonhip.  Psrisb  was  an  EnnliBh  merchant,  who  had 
Lefrieoded  ua  during  tlie  Beroludm.    Our  consular  system,  owing  to  our 


lOB 


Ut'E  XSD  LBTTEBS  OF  OBOBGE  CABOT.    I179M8. 


exl^nsive  di^nlirigs.  Yot  thrre  linT*  been  rppi-atpd  oomplaiMs 
agiiin&t  bim  for  tokiog  exorbitant  fees  (as  wwu  <lolli<rB  iii>i[?H>l 
of  two  for  every  certiEicale),  which,  coDsiilirifig  hU  Hloblished 
reputntioii  ami  richi-s.  n{i[R'ars  uiiacmuiilahlo.  Of  tliiA,  tiowewr, 
an  ex|>]:iii.itiiiii  wuuKl  hiive  biM^n  linked,  if  mLIkt  eauiM^s  of  a  politi- 
oil  iiaiiirc  htul  not.  infliipnr^il  tin*  tlwismn.  Thu  c-liaii-ie  will  Imj 
8Dft«n«Kl  to  Mr.  ['uml>.  if  u  wortliv  Amemiin  MicceeiU  him  ;  atid 
in  tills  liglit  ]  have  jOnrcd  the  nuitler  io  my  letter,  advising  him  of 
the  I'resiileiil's  dclrrmiiiation. 

Pruy  iuquiru  oiuuujj  vuur  fritiutk,  aud  fnvor  ma  with  an  ttn- 
«wer.  .  .  . 

1  un  very  sincerely  your*,  T.  Pickerino. 


ADWBtrtt,  WBi  sxtvnaiiv;  atiiI  in  nmnr  pliicF*  it  wna  iinpuatiililv  to  bMV« 
an  American  t^tinn  in  tlii^  office  uf  c-rmmil  !Snrh  nn*  llir  i-«*c  iit  Hnm- 
bors;  nnfi  Mr.  P«rl«li,  tm  •rcouni  n(  romier  gone)  ofRcpe,  eminLtil  [wiaI* 
lion  in  llic  inercnaiili'  commitnily,  kmt  truwt  n-iniUtion,  ww>  tidi-ct(.-i)  lu 
our  rvpn.«L'uto.ilTe.  As  was  fominon  iben  niiil  dow,  1ii>  wn«  nl«ii  HKcnt  fur 
•notlitr  ciiniitrj',  nml,  as  It  lmpi>i-ut-<J,  EiigUiiil.  Bt-porui  nmetii-Ll  .Munrt>« 
t))Al  Mr  I'wrieli.  "oompiiniiiu'l.v  with  Kn^UnJ"  ( ]'nri«ir*  i)»Iiv«'  coimlry), 
wiii  iinfric-ndl>'  to  Amcwa;  tlint  tic  was  "iitisoluioly  uiifric-ndly  to  Frwice 
anil  tliv  Fn-BiL'ti  RwDluiiuii;  "  Umi  W  wiu  uii  Rui-iit  fur  (irvat  Briuiiii,  anil 
that  hi^  f[T9D(Ml  American  pfuepuris  to  Eii^liEliiucii.  Tli«  llurv  firat  of 
tliMV  cliHrifvt  wer?  iinilwibtcdlv  iru4>,  and,  iliougl)  olijt-cilonablv  nn  the 
■(^ri*  <if  piilicy,  wirrr  not  at  »ucli  «  tmtiirt-  «>  li)  juBtifj  u  |ii-n-mplorj'  (lu- 
minal, The  last  rbirgo  u  to  inning  false  paMporte  <koii1iI.  if  true,  lutve 
iK-en  a  grou  vioUiiDU  of  morality  and  of  inut.  In  rcj^rd  to  iIiU,  Monrne 
tuyt,  "In  jiutiue,  liowovur,  to  thU  ipititkmitii,  I  muwt  add  that  I  do  it»t 
knoMT  any  iiutnni'i'  in  wliirh  he  liit*  Iwtraynl  in  llm  nmpii'l  (poaipnrl*),  Horl 
tliat  in  others  I  only  apply  to  liiin  fK'nrr&j  principle*,  and  tiring  lu  yuur  view 
tlic  complaints  of  nnr  nfiunlrynien,"  To  Ihia  rvcommftnilailon.  dat*(l  Jnly  H, 
1T9-5.  for  llm  rvuiovnl  of  Piiri»h  " on  irin^ral  prfncipKit,"  Colwid  Pickcrini;. 
then  acting  Sprreiaiy  of  .Sintp,  rt-pJivd  on  Soremher  S-ld  of  lli«  same  year : 
"  Your  ■uggeitiona  in  rv^anl  to  Mr.  I'arinh,  uur  cu»ii)l  at  llamburii,  Iimtp 
li'il  mc  to  remind  Mr.  Adanu  of  a  rc'(]ii(-9it  (onncrly  made  to  him,  tn  inrinire 
into  hU  conilact.  and  report  tlic  tniiii!  to  iliir  di-purlnicnt.  Sucb  1  und^r- 
■tand  to  be  liic  faet,  and  that  no  rop-irt  Las  yt I  bwn  rectiired."  Thi»  ««• 
a  proper  oiul  natural  amwer  to  kIiilI  Mourrit'  bliiMidf  trcatrti  mcrdy  ow  a 
■sbj«et  to  wliirh  hi'  diT^n-d  in  ruH  tho  ntti^nlinn  of  lli4>  ^vprrmc>nL  Before 
Uooroe  receiTtd  tlii"  letter,  lie  had  ret-ci  vod  one  from  a  diff<T«nt  quarts.  On 
Dee.  6,  1706,  or  rather  un  llic-  13th  Frimairc.iii  the  fuurth  year  of  tin-  ilepub- 
Uc,  IV  lu  Croix  wrol«  to  MoHru*.',  ixiiuctiiuK  tlttr  rvcall  "f  rKTtsli,  ac  an  ap^ni 
of  Knglund  nnd  a  Kntntpr  nf  falsf  pcuiporl*.  Wliro  l^t  krnnK"  letlor  came 
tb^ofore.  MonroF  iras  prepared  to  descHIjp  it  "as  adrislii);  liim  iliat  Ihia 
Brlti^i  (ubject  tbould  not  t)«  coTD]»llE>d  toylrld  lit*  pwt  in  nn  American 
dtiifiB,  at  my  rvquoi,  lupporied  as  It  wu  by  inch  vrtriglity  i^oMiif.**    TbSt 


1796-66.]  c0bbe8p0xdence.  109 

Cabot  to  Pickehino. 

Brooklise,  July  8, 1796. 
Deab  Sir,  —  I  have  inquired  diligently  for  a  character  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  at  Hamburg,  and  all  my  friends  unite  in  the  belief 
that  Mr.  Samuel  WilliamB,'  of  Salem,  is  a  very  suitable  man.  His 
reputation  for  integrity  and  good  sense  is  thoroughly  established ; 
and  I  fully  believe  his  appointment  would  be  thought  a  wise  one 
by  all  who  know  him.  He  has  been  for  some  time  past  in  France, 
and  is  now  in  England,  where  his  brother  Timothy  supposes  he 
would  reside  a  year  or  two ;  *  but,  although  it  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained here  yet,  yet  he  thinks  it  in  the  highest  degree  probable 
that  he  would  readily  accept  the  trust. 

Yours  sincerely  and  faithfully,  G.  Cabot. 

*  [That  is,  if  not  called  hy  any  appointment  or  other  occuion  to  quit 
England.  — T.  P.] 


ingenious  niisrepresentation  may  be  passed  over  in  favor  of  one  which 
immediately  succeeds  it.  Monroe  saya,  "  For  although  the  adminiHtralion 
(not  being  able  to  resist  the  objeclionB  to  his  continuance)  did  remove  him, 
yet  it  was  done  in  a  manner  to  as  to  show  the  French  govomnient  it  was 
not  done  in  compliance  with  its  request."  This  statement  Monroe  bases 
on  a  letter  of  Pickering's  (dated  Juno  2,  1706)  to  the  French  minister,  in 
answer  to  one  complaining  of  Parish.  In  this  letter,  Pickering  says 
that,  in  consequence  of  Monroe's  complaints,  inquiries  had  been  insti- 
tuted in  regard  to  Farisb,  but  were  not  yet  concluileit.  He  then  says 
that  Parish  had  an  undoubted  right  to  act  a»  sgcnt  for  England,  and 
characterizes  the  issuing  of  false  pHMports  as  a  crime  of  the  deepest 
dye.  But  IMckering  adds,  there  is  no  proof  of  this  last  charge,  and 
then  continues :  "  Desirous,  however,  of  maintaining  a  course  of  action  as 
impartial  as  his  principles,  the  Prehident  has  for  some  time  contemplated 
a  change  in  the  coniulate  at  Hamburg,  and  propoHcs  to  xnpply  the  place  of 
a  foreigner  by  an  American  citizen."  The  letter  to  Mr.  Cabot  ten  days 
later  was  the  result  of  thii  determination.  From  this  letter,  and  the  passage 
just  quoted  from  Pickering's  official  note,  it  is  evidemt  that  Parish  was 
rfmoved  solely  and  openly  on  general  groimds  of  policy  and  from  prin- 
ciples of  strict  nentrality,  while  Monroe  represents  the  giivemment  aa  con- 
cealing their  motives.  The  confutation  of  this  specimen  charge  may  be 
diawQ  entirely  from  the  documents  cited  by  Monroe  himiclf.  (View  of 
Conduct  of  Executive,  pp.  xlvli,  196,  .102.  310,  and  368.)  It  is  of  importance, 
as  bearing  on  the  general  character  of  Monroe  and  his  French  mission. 

»  Mr.  Williams  was  subsequently  appointed,  and  accepted  the  office.  At 
a  later  day,  Mr.  Williams  was  the  largest  American  banker  in  Loudon.  He 
was  a  nephew  of  Colonel  Pickering. 
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Cabot  to  Pickhiiino. 

IIr(h>klikx,  Aug.  31, 1796. 
Mt  dcar  Sir,  —  I  fe<»l  mach  indebted  to  you  far  your  favor 
of  the  22(1.  anJ  am  n-joicwl  at  l!ie  iufunnatiuti  it  contains.  Gor- 
eniuiL'tiL  caiiiiut  long  hv  n*»p«.-ct«(l.  if  il  iJiould  suliioit  taiitt;ly  U>  the 
ahue«  of  it«  own  »en,-ftnts  ;  and  this  sentimf>nt  is  m  natnral  that  a 
pi*neral  Indignation  is  felt  at  ilie  nuppa»«<l  luiiwnieHs  of  our  tuuiiHier.' 
His  disgrace  is  purely  merited,  and  liis  rt-uilL  is  bighlr  appro^'e*! 
hy  ftll  rhojte  irhoso  opinions  1  have  heard.  There  arc.  indcnl,  some 
who  think  tJii'  uit>aturo  bun  hvcn  too  lung  ildayLi),  becauso  thtsy 
fnlly  Ix'lii'Te  that  the  FnMich  cxi^nilive  )iiu  tio»Jii  invited  tft  huttg  ut 
for  daring  to  be  so  iiniependt-nt  n^  to  be  just  to  ourselves.  Il  is 
uufortunate  fur  onr  country  that  a  fact  of  this  kind,  liowerer  true, 
i«  not  very  Huaceplible  of  pi-oof,  since  a  mere  nt^tire  conduct  in 
tlu)  niinui«r  may  bu  perfectly  uudetMood.  and  tberflfore  nouu  liut 
the  greatest  of  all  blockheads  would  be  likely  to  go  farther ;  and 
yet  il  ha8  been  (reqnently  said,  hv  Americans  coming  from  France, 
that  the  execrations  of  our  goviamment  were  confined  chiefly  to 
that  circle  of  society  of  which  Mr.  Monroe  was  the  eentr*.  WhaU 
ever  may  be  the  final  destiny  of  otir  tiulionol  iiyHleni.  it  cannot  lie 
dloubtuU  tliat  tho&e  who  are  entrusted  with  the  administration  will 
have  the  c(>n<r»rreMOf^  of  every  honcul  citizen  iit  di»|daainj;  faJlJili^JW 
oHiCers  and  tlisgraritig  treacherous  onea.  The  examplra  whiuh 
have  already  occijrrf^d  I  am  pvrMiHilf.iJ  have  iiicri'.i)u>d  the  respect 
of  die  po«p]o,  and  have  di^eournged  the  efforts  of  faction.  It  Ea 
asked  wbnt  t>ecotnet)  of  Skipwiib.*  the  tool  of  Monroe.  I  have 
anisnrcred  that  I  know  nothing  of  the  dispoailioa  of  the  executive 
towanla  him,  but  that  it  may  bo  relied  upon,  nr  he  would  he  ooj 
longer  suffered  lo  hold  a  public  tru^t  after  he  shall  have  been* 
proved  unworthy  of  it  by  reaaonnble  lenliinonr,  but  that  those  who 
cumplain  of  him  ou^ht  not  lo  imagine  that  tho  executivu  can 
know  hilt  conduct  without  Wing  informed,  or  that  it  will  act  with- 


*  Monroe. 

s  Fulwar  Sklpwlth  iraa  Monroe'*  a^relary.  On  the  death  of  Barclay, 
our  c'oiiaul  at  Pari*,  MoiinH!  a]))tuiiite<l  Skipwitli  to  fill  ibe  nfflce  temfKiiarilj'. 
Skipnith  wa*  a*  ardent  a  Franco-man iac  oa  Monroe,  nnd  the  latter'*  t*u^ 
d<-ndal  nilviser.  See  Mom^e's  Comiuct  of  tbe  £s«4:utit-L>,  pp.  viii,  S9,  flO^ 
67,  87,  W,  &c. 
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out  a  competent  knowledge.     I  pray  joa  to  make  my  regards 
acceptable  to   Mrs.  Pickering,  and  be  assured  that  I  am 

Tour  futhful  friend,  G.  Ca.bot. 

Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

Bbooklikb,  Oct.  11, 1706. 
Mt  dear  Sib,  — ...  The  President's  advice "  is  an  excellent 
ooronatioD  of  an  excellent  public  life.     I  think  it  will  do  as  much 
as  anj  thing  can  toward  saving  us  from  the  miserable  servitude 
to  which  our  folly  and  vices  seem  to  destine  us. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Cutting'  tells  me  that  the  French  successes  in  Italy 
will  certainly  secure  the  election  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  France,  he 
says,  must  be  appeased  by  our  making  a  president  she  likes.  If 
the  report  be  true  that  she  has  a  powerful  fleet  at  Halifax,  I 
imagine  Mr.  Cutting's  opinion  will  be  adopted  by  many  who  have 
always  considered  (and  some  of  them  desired)  that  our  national 
independetice  should  depend  on  France.  .  .  . 

Yours  truly,  G.  Cabot, 

Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

Bkooxliitb,  Not.  30, 1708. 
Mt  dear  Sik,  —  I  am  glad  to  see  Mr.  Adet'a  manifesto,'  which 
yon  were  so  good  as  to  send  me.  If  the  devil  is  in  company,  it  is 
always  best  to  see  his  cloven  foot.  Although  I  am  not  sure  that 
our  conntry  can  escape  all  the  evils  which  threaten  i  t  from  without, 
yet  I  am  persuaded  that  our  chance  will  be  best  when  we  no  longer 
indulge  ourselves  in  the  foolish  belief  of  French  friendship.  The 
copy  yon  sent  me  was  the  only  one  I  heard  of  by  the  post,  and 
consequently  I  cannot  state  to '  you  the  opinions  of  others ;  but 
my  own  is  clear,  that  this  measure  will  serve  to  strengthen  our 
government. 

*  This  refers  to  WMhin^rtm's  Farewell  Addrpu. 

■  Dr.  J.  B.  Cutting  had  been  abroad  In  a  Bemi-offlclal  capacitr,  and  appesn 
to  have  been  a  bus;  though  onimporUot  politician.  His  brother,  Natlianiel 
Cutting,  seems  to  have  indulged  in  the  same  pursuits.  See  Gihbs,  Adminis- 
tndons  of  Washington  and  Adams,  I.  492 ;  and  beloir,  pp.  121, 122. 

*  Adet,  just  before  leaving  the  conntij,  published  a  ipeciea  of  procla* 
nation  in  Bacbe's  "  Aurora,"  in  which  he  called  upon  all  Frenchmen  resident 
in  America  to  wear  the  tri-colored  cockade,  "  the  symbol  of  a  liberty  the 
fndt  of  eight  years'  tdU  and  five  yean'  victories."    Most  of  the  DemocraU, 
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No  deeiaive  judgmcnl  cin  be  yet  (oraied  rcspectbig  the  vi 
onr  slectorft  for  n  second  miui.  Tbey  will,  c]oubctoi>»,  ^ve  Mr. 
Ailaiiis  vrery  vole,  and  I  think  a  larf^e  mnjorilv  (;>f  rh»)K  all)  In 
Mr.  Pincknpy.  I'poti  this  fart  poitil,  thry  wilt  proiinhljr  be  gnv- 
erned  by  lli«  best  iututligi^iicu  whicU  can  be  liud  on  the  day  of 
voting.  If  tb<'y  could  oeriAiiily  make  Mr,  A.  Prc-sicleiil  and  Mr.  P. 
Vice-]]rfsi<]eiit,  Ihig  would  bo  dooe;  or,  if  iL  Uioiild  b«  pn'Uy  cvi- 
dcut  LbiLt  Mr.  A.  cau  nvt  be  curried,  uod  that  Mr.  P.  may.  I  blioiild 
not  drtiiUi  thfty  would  give  Mr.  P.  evi^ry  vnte.  At  any  rate,  joi 
may  rely  that  proper  aitenliou  is  paid  to  Uie  business. 

Yours  HiDcerely,  G.  Cjudot. 


■I-      I 

.1 


Cabot  to  Pickkklho. 

BitooKLiMi!,  Fpb,  2, 17117. 
Dear  Sir.  —  1  can  hardily  thank  yoii  snHiripnlly  for  ibe  eifel 
lent  treat  yo«  have  seni  me  under  a  cover  dated  2-lUi  ultimo.*  1 
bad  just  diii*-il  a1  Mr.  ni^'i;iiisoii's  wlifu  (he  patkL-t  ftas  bmu^ht  ue; 
but  alilumgh  it  waa  a  siniw-ai,urni,  iuid  1  wurf  uhliywl  lo  come  home, 
we  iievurtlitrleiw  rca"!  u'trr  tin?  ilocimienl  Itefoitt  we  parted.  You 
would  certainly  have  Itecn  gi-atili(^d.  could  you  hnve  wirneftsed  the 
strong  emnLiouH  of  apprnhuiiou  v\birb  wcru  ruiitinually  excited} 
and  you  would  have  Inuglied,  in  ccuKrert  with  u*,  at  many  of  otir 
rtcngnitions  of  the  oW  "  Lover  of  Truth."'  I  have  pcnucd  the 
picee  to-4hiy  wilh  as  much  attention  as  tba  timv  would  allow,  uid 
I  am  fully  iuitii>fifd  it  must  dn  intitill<^  fierrice  to  our  counlrj-.  If, 
howerer,  it  ebould  pruvokti  mnmi  &uarlitig  and  barking  among  the 

unaldc  to  rMlst  thU  loiichiiig  appeal,  joined  their  French  brclhrcn  In  mount- 
ing llio  ivK-kudt,  —  a  twWwn  whii'li  w'hk  iifnT"ard  ip--iKraIlv  uliiiivd  n»  a 
tiad^v  of  party.  The  FederaJiuls  cullci]  Ailet's  a<i<ln'»n  llu*  "Cin;li«dc  i'ro«-la- 
mnlinn."  t^tiun  mUvt  tlii*,  Ailel  Heiit  note*  to  the  Stale  IVpArtmeiil  aJld 
to  the  "Aurora."  whit-h  lit'  »c*m»  to  hare  rffgardet!  ad  c(H>ntlnnli'  branrltM 
ni  the  gflvemmt'nt-  The  prtK-laRiaiiun  waa  aorpaMod  by  liit  cloqueoDe 
of  the  note.  Ttiv  latter  iit.  uuTurtuiuticly,  loo  tun^  for  intcTilon ;  bvt 
U  aTo»'e<l  lh*t  llie  name  of  Ainiricn  alill  [■xiitnl  "aircet  ptiioiiuiH  "  in 
the  French  ht-art.  Ttii*  «a«  t-nnBolIng,  l>iit  hinlly  JintiKi^iI  a  rliang«  of  tli« 
national  |iolicy.     Mr.  CnlMit'a  n-fi-ruuei-  lure  i»  lo  the  note. 

'  The  ■' cjntUenl  treat"  una  Colont-l  Ilt^ki^ring'a  itevpaU'fa  of  Jaa.  16, 
1707,  to  Ilnckney.  In  lUls  able  paper,  Colond  Fiekrring  replied  lo  Adn'i 
(ibargn.  and  made  a  clear  |>re»eniadon  to  ihv  K«ncral  public  of  our  raU* 
tloDwiih  France. 

1  Si}(naiun-  MteA  hy  Co]oiii>l  Pickering  in  his  Br«t  writlaga  In  the  I 
newapaper,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Itevolutloti. 
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{actions  cars,  I  shall  not  wonder ;  but  I  truBt  you  will  not  be  dis- 
turbed by  their  noise.  I  pray  you  to  accept  my  unfeigned  respect 
and  regard,  and  beheve  me  ever 

Yoor  sincere  and  obliged  friend,  Geobge  Cabot. 


Cabot  to  Samuel  Sewall.* 

BsooKLixB,  Sunday,  Feb.  6, 1797. 
Dear  Sir,  —  It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure,  on  personal  as 
veil  as  public  considerations,  to  repay  you  the  aid  once  given  me 
on  the  subject  of  the  fisheries,  when  tfou  were  a  master,  and  /  a 
Mtrvant. 

I  have  long  been  sensible  that  the  allowances  for  salt  considera- 
bly exceeded  the  quantity  consumed,  and  possibly  still  more  ex- 
ceeded the  quantity  on  which  a  duty  had  been  paid.     I  think  you 
vill  find  the  public  books  exhibit  a  view  of  the  accounts  previous 
to  1795  much  more  imfavorable  than  the  one  presented  by  that 
year.     Being  aware  of  this,  I  had  expected  an  attack  upon  the 
fishery  system,  and  had  cast  about  for  the  means  to  repel  it ;  and  I 
bad  satisfied  myself  that  a  good  answer  might  be  given  to  those 
who  should  charge  us  with  unfairness  in  the  data  and  calculation 
on  which  the  allowance  law  was  founded.     It  was  the  intention  of 
that  law  to  give  to  the  fishery  as  much  in  the  form  of  a  tonnage 
iJlotcance  as  the  public  would  probably  have  given  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  fish,  if  the  drawback  '  had  continued,  including  the  charges 
borne  by  the  public  in  atcertaining  the  quantity  of  jish  exported. 
To  determine  what  this  would  be,  I  offered  a  statement,  showing 
the  number  and  tonnage  of  the  vessels  in  several  principal  places, 
with  the  actual  quantities  of  fish  taken  in  those  places;  and  I 
offered  another,  showing  the  whole  quantity  of  fish  exported;  and, 
b^  apportioning  this  to  the  tonnage  employed  in  taking  it,  I  proved 
tow  much  the  public  would  pay  per  ton.*    These  statements  are 
lost,  and  cannot  easily  be  recovered  ;  and  it  would  be  difficult  to 
a'Vflul  ourselves  of  the  benefit  of  their  results  without  a  complete 
r^M^oUection  of  all  the  component  parts.     I  remember  that  the  cal- 
culation of  a  season's  produce  was  in  some  cases  made  from  the 

'  At  tfaii  time  member  of  CongrcM,  and  afterwards  judge  of  the  Supreme 
CoQit  of  Hauacbnsetti  for  many  years;  chief  justice  from  1813-14,  the 
7*«rof  his  death. 

'  On  the  salt  duties. 

'  See  above,  pp.  88, 41. 
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knovrii  procltiix*  oC  a  pwrt  of  uiie  sennon  only,  Urn  pmblic  record  ac 
tbat  time  not  fnmiAliin;;  more  pcrfert  matAriaU.  In  addititHi  to 
tlie  information  dcnved  frum  lli'e  public  ofBc«H,  I  proiniivd  from 
iiiilividimlR.  ill  various  plitri*,  i^itini:*!"  ■^  <•(  thr  <|ii.tn(ili<'H  of  wilt  tim- 
RUiimd  nil  a  limiiin'il  <juiiit:iU  nf  li^li  in  t  iuli  i.l"  ilic  difTt-n^ni  farpj, 
au(l  ulso  tbv  (jiiiiiitUv  (.if  li^b  tiikfn  in  t^iirb  iaiv  by  eiu'b  vo!Ut«I,  VH  , 
on  atfragt.  Fmm  all  tlies)!  i-Ktitniit^-^,  fornmd  hy  diflercnt  persons 
in  difforeiit  plnmi,  I  mudi^  a  geiirriLl  nsiimnu?.  tut  perTcot  as  I  wua 
able  to  make,  having  due  rL><::trd  lu  ibv  particnlar  branches  of  ibe 
hnsiness,  and  oilier  looil  iiit^'mipiiotiM  irbi'ch  must  have  affo<^t«d  the 
iudividualH  iu  tlieir  et(tiinHle».  The  nllowance  by  Uw  ou  tbu  tnn- 
nage  sbow«  bon*  much  iialt  each  vi^aspI  niUMl  han-  l)e^.n  supposed  lo 
(Witflllllie ;  and  :ihhuu>£li  Chu  alluwaiict^  at  tbn  time  wat*  noL  nnrrow, 
yet  I  am  coiivui«mI  iL  could  nut  huvc  exco<L>ded  Lbe  actual  coosump- 
LioQ  to  any  cotisiderable  amount ;  and  yd,  jjorbapA,  it  may  nuvr 
appear  by  the  public  books  tliut  the  aIIuwuumm  were  extruva- 
gstit,  awl  t]ie  caloulalions  j^rnssly  erruotiouH.  Sevural  circiini- 
stancGS,  not  ftinvwRn  ut  iht;  tiiuu  of  \.\w  paaHiiij;  of  the  laiv,  have 
occurred  wbii'h  Uavo  pruduct-d  tli*»«  appwinincet.  At  ih«  time 
the  law  piiMscd.  and  for  a  cungidcrtible  period  before,  sail  was 
cheap,  hiiring  hc«a  sold  aa  low  as  six  ehilliafrs  eiglit  pence  the 
iiog»ilieud  by  the  cargo  for  fre»h  tall,  and  frotu  thai  upward  lo 
it-u  and  twelve  obillingA  for  St.  Mnriin's.  The  prico  of  tirli  at  tlw 
umo  Um»  was  tun  lo  tiftbCU  stiilliuj^;  tliufi  a  quiulal  of  ^A\  woi 
worth  more  thun  a  hogshead  of  salu  It  cauiiut  U;  cloubt«<l  tbat 
under  sncli  circii instances  »dL  would  be  used  more  freely  than 
when  it  was  dearer.     I  think  seven  hog^heaiU  of  sail  for  a  hundred 

quintaU  of  IhIc  of  fish,  teu  hogsheads  for  Uuiik  lish,  mud 

twoncy-two  bugKhciuls  fur  Bny  lUh,  were  estimated  as  the  ordinarr 
OOUBumptiun,  (he  two  lattfr  being  a  little  itirreaHed  in  the  fiununar 
£arf«.  Siippoiiing  a  vi^Hsel  to  Iiike  nine  bnndred  quintals  in  a  hea- 
8ont  one  huudre<i  and  Bfty  wuru  a»igaed  to  tlie  spriu^  fare,  two 
Imndrod  and  tifty  to  the  full,  and  live  hundred  to  tbu  summer  fare. 
The  aummcr  Obh  required  more  ulu  oitd  would  (teU  for  the  lea»t 
moDcy.  Siucu  tlie  law  has  beeu  iu  operation,  salt  has  ri&ua  to 
the»e  prices:  that  U,  twenty  fthillinKA  for  the  lowest  quHlity;  and 
the  best  Ims  been  as  high  ns  thirty-six  shillings,  while  tish  Iiia  not 
doubled.  Sujipoiiiug  the  law  to  have  bceu  accuratuly  jnsi  in  the 
reUitiuDS  wliiih  prices  bore  to  C'jich  other  when  it  passed,  yet  th«8« 
luve  BO  changed  since  that  it  may  have  become  otlierwiso.     It  is 
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easy  to  perceive  that  the  vessels  might  with  profit  carry  on  tliose 
parte  of  the  fishery  where  the  least  salt  was  consumed,  and  the 
fish  most  valoable  per  quiotal,  as  the  spring  and  fall  fares,  particu- 
larly the  former ;  while  the  summer  fares,  and  especially  those  to 
the  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence,  could  not  be  made,  on  account  of  the 
great  consumptioo  of  salt  and  the  low  value  of  that  kiud  of  fish. 
Indeed,  the  summer  fare  always  consumed  the  principal  part  of  the 
salt,  not  less  than  fifteen  hogsheads  per  one  hundred  quintals  hav- 
ing been  used  tomettmea  in  the  Bay.     This  single  circumstance 
mi^t  accoiut  for  the  fact,  if  it  is  a  fact,  that  the  allowance  to  the 
fishery  greatly  exceeds  the  salt  consumed.     There  are  otlier  causes 
which  co-operate,  ■< — such  as  instances  of  vessels  fishing  only  four 
months  instead  of  the  whole  season,  they  being  attracted  by  exoi^ 
bitant  profits  to  foreign  trade.     I  think  it  important,  however,  to 
suggest  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  operation  of  the  fishery 
law  there  was  on  hand  an  immense  supply  of  salt.     All  the  stores 
were  full,  and  it  might  have  been  bought  the  year  before  lower 
than  at  any  time  since  our  Kevolution  by  fifty  per  cent.     Until  all 
this  extraordinary  surplus,  which  was  hoctrded  up  for  great  profits 
in  consequence  of  duties  laying  and  expected,  no  proof  could  be 
drawn  from  the  public  books  of  more  being  allowed  to  the  fishery 
than  was  consumed  in  it.     That  there  were  fresh  hoards  ia  a  well'- 
known  fact,  and  may  be  well  credited  from  the  prices,  which  could 
only  have  been  depressed  so  extremely  as  they  were  by  the  Huper- 
abundanoe  of  the  article  in  the  market,  and  this  iti  all  the  Kustcrn 
States.     My  own  stores  were  tilled,  and  I  was  solicited  in  171)0  or 
1791  to  buy  at  Portsmouth  an<l  Newburyport  at  eight  shillings, 
deliverable  in  Beverly  or  Boston ;  and  I  know  of  no  better  evi- 
dence of  a  universally  surcharged  market.     I  like  your  salt-tax, 
and  am  in  i&yot  of  a  direct  tax  also,  sufficient  to  make  up  all 
deficiencies.     But  I  am  in  the  midst  of  company,  and  cannot  add 
to  my  letter  by  this  post.     To-morrow  I  will  look  into  my  cliuos 
of  papers ;  and,  if  any  memoranda  can  be  found  that  may  be  of 
use,  I  will  forward  them  by  the  succeeding  post. 

Yours  sincerely,  G.  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  Sewall. 

Bhookli!»e,  Feb,  8, 1707. 
Dbab  Sir,  —  I  have  looked  over  those  of  my  papers  that  can 
be  of  much  use  to  yon.     Some  of  the  notes  which  I  had  made  to 
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support  th«  dcl.iat«  in  the  Semite*  are  enclosed.  They  are  nnt  alto- 
gether int.i>lli)fiblct.  ikDcl  in  some  p&rlicul&i-H  wert!  upplicalile  odIt  to 
tliai  iIvIhiU!.  The  g4?ticnil  e^iunau-n  of  which  I  Kpoke  in  iny  Ictior 
of  y4?»lfnl»y  wt^re  jiuL  into  the  li:iri<U  of  (tiffvreiit  inemlierK.  and 
prohnhly  were  never  rfltiimcd,  as  I  find  no  mpy.  I  admitted  the 
fcupporting  of  one  branch  of  industry  penunnently  by  bauntiea 
which  aiiwt  he  paid  by  «  tax  on  olhew  was,  in  (jenera!.  al«urd ;  hat 
il  might  be  the  duty  of  gov<^rDmcnt  to  do  it  in  sn-frai  eatet.  Il 
uiiglii  do  it  very  ptvperjy  in  a  case  where  the  hu^iiiess  would  be 
jH-iinnnPnily  profitable  to  tho  connlry  after  tl  wjw  fnlly  estahlinhM ; 
hut  where  tfie  estttblirfitnirnt  icon  obstructed  b^  extraordinary  and  arii- 
Jiciiil  meiisix,  pnirtitrd  bif  rirni  nntioti*,  which  it  nii;^ht  be  lH)fw<l 
TTonld  be  relaxet)  or  relinqiiiithed  after  n  Utile  while,  &c.,  tt 
lun^t  be  in  somu  degree  the  duty  of  governtnent  to  aflTord  public 
aid,  if,  an  iu  this  case,  a  great  multitude  of  tho  citizcna  with  a  large 
capital  were  so  engaged  aa  to  be  depanient  on  its  enntinnanoe. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  hin  report,  says :  "  Fisheries  with  distant  nations 
would  rome  to  nothing,  if  not  supportcfl  ftxim  Ihoir  irtusuriL-*.  The 
advanlag«8  of  ours  place  them  on  hi;^her  grauml,  such  as  to 
Tvlifve  tho  Treanury  firom  giving  snpjKti-t,  lnU  not  to  permit  it  to 
drfiw  giipjHirf  from  them." '  Although  I  argm^i  thai  tlie  fishery, 
an  n  Hoiirre  of  petiiniary  advantage,  might  bo  entitled  to  some  piKXi* 
niary  aid,  yet  I  conftwtted  il  nrrded  only  l«i  hav«  a  foil  remittance 
of  the  revenue  drawn  from  it ;  and  tliis  was  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
and  U|)OU  ihis  it«  defence  chiedy  rested.  Itut  I  mninlained;  (ireo- 
iioiwly  ihftl,  if  nion-  a-uiatance  wore  necessary  to  keep  up  the  fish- 
erifa.  there  ware  reaxons  of  |>uliey  which  ought  to  rveoncilo  every 
man  in  the  Uniteii  Stnle*  to  the  ineajiiin;.  1  gl«tt«i  the  capture  ol 
more  than  two  thousand  Bridih  reflseln  hy  the  privateers  of  Now 
England  in  our  war,  and  the  aetuat  arnviil  of  more  than  twelvo 
hundred  in  anfn  ports.  This  imjiortant  fact  had  great  weight  wilh 
those  gentlemen  who  n>alized  \U  I  think  thi}  whole  na%'igatinii  of 
Great  Britain  is  stated  to  Itavc  been  less  than  seven  thousand  ve^- 
sels  In  the  year  1775,  and  itie  New  Kiiglatiders  alcme  captured 
nearly  one-third  ofihal  uutubcr  before  the  [>eaee  of  1782.  Six  or 
seven  hundred  of  them  were  recaptured  by  the  Uriliah. 

Yoara  truly,  G.  Cabot. 


1  Saa  JdEvsoD'i  Works,  VIL  6H  fi&6. 
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WoLcoTT  TO  Cabot. 

Fbiiadklphia,  March  27, 1797. 

Dear  Sir,  —  It  is  cow  certain  that  General  Pinckney  has  been 
refused  a  reception  hj  the  Directory,  and  that  the  refusal  has  been 
attended  with  extraordinary  circumstances  of  indignity.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  facts  detailed  in  a  letter  from  Paris  dated  the  7th  of 
January,  which  are  correctly  stated,  there  is  one  which  you  ought 
to  know.  Mr.  La  Croix,  in  a  teller  to  Mr.  Monroe,  announced  it  to 
be  the  determination  of  the  Directory  not  to  receive  another  minister 
plenipotentiary  from  ilm  United  Stales  until  the  grierancet  of 
France  shall  have  been  redressed.  The  grievances  of  which  a 
redress  is  to  he  a  prelimmary  to  the  reception  of  a  minister  are 
supposed  to  be  those  stated  by  Adet,  and  to  which  the  government 
have  given  an  answer  by  which  they  must  and  will  abide.  The 
violation  of  the  British  treaty,  the  repeal  of  laws,  and  the  claim  of 
consular  jurisdiction  paramount  to  the  courts  of  our  country,  are 
points  never  to  be  conceded. 

It  is  also  proper  that  you  should  know  that  Mr.  Pinckney  was 
tpecially  instructed,  prior  to  his  departure,  on  every  tul^ect  of  com- 
plaint which  then  and  now  exists,  and  that  his  letter  of  credence 
stated  that  the  President,  "sincerely  desirous  to  maintain  tliat 
good  understanding  which  from  the  commencement  of  their  alli- 
ance has  subsisted  between  the  two  nations,  and  to  efface  unfavora> 
ble  impressions,  banish  suspicions,  and  restore  that  cordiality  which 
was  at  once  evidence  and  pledge  of  a  friendly  union,  liad  judged 
it  expedient  to  appoint,"  &c  In  point  of  rank.  General  Pinckney 
was  invested  with  a  character  equal  to  that  enjoyed  by  Mr.  Juy, 
and  was  moreover  designated,  as  has  been  shown,  as  the  messenger 
of  conciliation.  I  have  stated  these  facta,  because  the  Jacobins 
will  endeavor  to  prevent  any  defensive  measures  until  an  envoy 
extraordinary  can  be  sent,  and  the  issue  of  his  mission  known. 
Our  friends,  having  been  the  advocates  of  negotiation  on  a  fornifr 
occasion,  may  be  deceived  by  the  spedous  appearance  of  a  parallel 
case. 

The  truth  is,  General  Pinckney  is  in yac(  an  envoy  ejrlraordtnan/, 
fecial  objects  being  designated  in  his  letters  of  credence;  and  in 
name  he  is  a  minister  of  equal  rank.  So  far  as  respects  the  sub- 
ttcmce  or  any  point  of  etiquette,  Prance  ought  therefore  to  he  satis- 
fied.     Mr.  Pinckney  is  rejected,  because  the  Directory  meau  to 
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pltiniler  ua;  nnd  iJiry  jrii\  suffer  no  f1U('iiftf>ir>n.=t.  to  avoi^l  lir^ntif; 
uinl  iK-ing  ilis.i;rarp<i  with  tUe  uianaer  in  wJiich  ihcy  kiiuw  vfv  sliiill 
nll^r  our  complaints. 

It  is  umtrary  bi  tht!  systriti  of  Krauci':  tliut  wu  aJiuuM  rL>ni»m 
neutral.  No  nation  will  hv  iwn\nUv4  io  Iw  ueutnil :  we  must  jmo 
Fninoe,  or  rk'fenil  niirsrlves  npiiiist  Frnnce.  Hie  DireoUini-  ex- 
|iccl  ctist  the  |ie'>[iLe  will  uot  »up[)oi-t  tJi«  guvoramant :  if  tliey 
Be]>arut«  on  diit  occasion,  uur  oMintnr  in  uudijue. 

In  mj  n|)iiiiun,  vre,  innst  pre[>ujv  for  a  sorious  state  of  things, 
ODi;  tvliii^h  ^fUI  ooutiniic  far  ii  conticierable  lime,  and  to  ui«it  wUicU 
firtiiiie»».  <1v<-iiii>>ii,  and  HyHtcni  Mtp  {itifitjjenHuUe.  \W  nia>t  arm 
for  the  f/fijhict  of  our  cuiiimfr™  wlmu  allack«l ;  we  must  litrtify 
»ome  or  all  our  poi1«;  we  must  equip  Bhii>»-r»f-»-ftr  to  serre  tut 
ront'wjn;  wc  must  lay  a  tas :  mid  wo  iim*t  koep  a  minlKtor  «.4 
near  tin-  [)irttcLui-y  an  lie  sIiilII  bo  HitfvnMl.  to  iiiiprovo  auy  u|)[>orau- 
iiily  for  <liB«u»»iot»  and  HniifsUdc  niljiiHUneiil.  but  nt-vur  Ut  dingnK-o 
our  government  by  retminHi};  any  thing  whirh  hiu  Ikm-h  done. 

Tlie  plan,  ou  tlit*  other  hund.  will  bu  to  do  nolliinj^,  uutil  llie 
iiuiie  of  ail  extraordinary  niiN^ion  can  be  known.  In  the  mcun  tiuw, 
our  <LiiiimiLTui;  will  be  riLintnl,  onr  {inblie  credit  b]aittcd,deo]>ODdot)cy, 
dtstivss,  aud  faction  will  iiii]iiilr  and  divide  our  country,  and  lUiaUy 
tli«s  Kreunli  fartion  will  obtain  an  ascendi^nry. 

1  do  tiot  u-rtt(>  thin  fnuu  aciy  knnwti-d^  that  the  mtiwiui^s  I 
Dienlioiied  will  bf  adoptL-«3  by  thw  I*n;»idf-'nt.  But  this  I  am  cer^ 
tain,  —  tlR'rti;  iiit-a-suwH  or  something  biitt«r  will  be  rtfrnnmcndcd  by 
biin.  lie  will  do  what  is  righL  Id  the  mean  time.  tJie  country 
ought  to  b(!  riiimnI,  not  inHauuxl.  Tliey  ought,  to  iiinke  up  tlivir 
niintLi  for  a  serionei  and  pursevnring  fixcrtion.  T]i<>y  niuM  consent 
to  sacrifices;  and  ihcy  must  cUmg  to  their  goverumont,  and  rojoct 
tlici  difttJtitftion  attempt(-d  to  be  estahlishc-d  by  the  Uinvtory.  or 
they  are  ImU  On  th«  cootnu-y.  if  they  do  what  l«  riglil,  1  will 
pltdjje  my  head  that  they  will  b(^  eticr'c«Hful.  I  rely  upon  you  to 
he  ao  i^ottte  of  truth  in  Sfai^sachustittfi. 

Yours  truly,  OLivtJt  Wolcott,  Jn. 
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Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

Rrookliitb,  A[irU  8, 1707. 
Mr  DKAu  SiK,  —  Your  favor  of  the  Ifith  ultimo  and  its  aooofS'* 
paniniunt  were  received  yesterday.     WhclJier  llje  government  will 


1799-88.]  C0EEE8PONDENCE.  119 

have  Tirtoe  enongh  to  profit  by  your  labors  or  not,  time  alone  can 
show  ;  but  we,  the  people,  are  certainly  much  the  wiser,  and  as  one 
of  them  I  thank  you  for  the  instruction. 

I  foresaw  at  an  early  period  that,  if  the  Federalists  were  faith- 
ful to  the  country,  their  conduct  would  be  liable  to  misinterpreta- 
tion ;  and,  considering  the  sort  of  stuff  men  are  made  of,  I  confess 
my  apprehensions  have  been  very  great  that  some  of  the  best  char- 
acters in  tlie  nation  would  be  looked  upon  with  jealousy.  Although 
I  took  no  part  in  the  election,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  avow  my  opinion 
that  the  first  and  highest  duty  of  the  electors  was  to  prevent  the 
election  of  a  French  President ;  and,  this  being  provided  for,  the 
next  object  would  have  been  to  secure  the  election  of  Mr.  Adams, 
But  I  will  uever  admit  that  we  ought  to  take  any  considerable 
risk  of  seeing  a  French  or  any  foreign  President  rather  than  the 
risk  of  any  one  Federal  candidate  in  preference  to  another.  But 
our  misfortune  is  that,  when  we  profess  to  set  the  interest  of  the 
public  above  that  of  our  friends,  Metr  pride  forbids  tlieni  to  believe, 
or  egotism  to  forgive  it. 

I  have  not  the  privilege  of  a  Democrat,  and  therefore  cannot 
answer  your  questions  for  the  people.  But  for  myself  I  can 
readily  say  that  the  United  States  are  manifestly  in  the  right,  and 
therefore  cannot  confess  they  are  in  the  wrong.  Of  consequence, 
they  can  neither  repeal  the  acts  of  their  legislature,  nor  reverse 
the  just  judgments  of  their  courts,  nor  violate  their  engagements  to 
another  nation.  But  you  would  know  what  the  people  will  think. 
I  presume,  if  the  government  assumes  tlie  tone  it  ought,  that  the 
people  will  accord  with  them  ;  and,  if  the  government  does  not,  I 
should  expect  the  people  will  blame  them  hereafter,  when  they 
shall  have  experienced,  in  addition  to  their  losses  of  property,  the 
more  irreparable  loss  of  honor.  Such  is  my  course  of  thinking, 
when,  abstracted  from  the  world,  I  revolve  the  subject  in  my 
mind ;  but  I  ought  to  add  that,  whenever  I  go  out  of  my  own  house 
or  have  guests  within  it,  I  am  led  to  distrust  my  reasonings  aud 
conclusions. 

Z  find  myself  lost  m  the  errors  of  the  French  Kevolutionists,  who 
maintain  that  the  people  always  understand  their  true  interests 
and  will  always  vindicate  them.  How  this  may  be  in  the  political 
millennium  I  know  not ;  but,  in  the  present  state  of  society,  folly 
and  the  vices  which  are  its  natural  offspring  have  a  jiower  which 
cannot  be  overcome. 
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After  hU,  wc  miiat  lakp  the  world  as  it  b,  anA  by  expecting  1m» 
expoxif  uursclvus  to  less  chagriit.  I  have  long  seen  ttmt  four 
fwtiiiibility  was  dw-plv  wounded  by  the  want  ot  interest  in  Lb« 
affairs  of  Uie  nauuu  wliicli  \»  disDovcrcd  in  maur  jjuftiic  men  ;  Imt 
I  hope  yon  will  not  ulwayit  be  a  (trey  to  tliut  sort  uf  Hiijciuty  ;  and,  if 
you  caniiut  arrivt^  at  a  pure  npnthy,  T  dope  yon  will  nt  lejiat  modenu 
your  sufEi^riiijgK,  for  I  am  sure  thv  coii^doUi^neAS  of  wtut  you  bsi 
diiiiR  ought  [()  Mtt'iBfy  pridt;  as  wfjll  as  principle,  and,  if  there  is  to 
be  public  disgrace,  no  pan  of  il  will  altacb  to  you. 

Youn  faithfully,  G.  C. 


Cadot  to  'Wolcott. 

BU0OXL151I,  April  7. 17OT. 
3It  dk.\r  Sib,  —  It  gives  me  uifiuite  pleasure  to  teiLni  from 
you  tlmt  our  Palijktirna  b  uiidauntiHl  at  rhi^  Hlomi  whivli  is  |i;athei*> 
iiig.     Popular  giik-s  Eumf^Liuicb  blow  Intnl.  but  iltt-y  don't  lilow  long ; 
tad  tbo  mau  w]iu   liua  tliu  conm;;!.-  to  f»(v  iIr'Hi  uill  at  k'Ut  vtt/- 
laee  them.     I  liopc  from  my  soul  that  the  President  will   enjoy 
(liai  tmmonalily  wbirh.  in  due  to  the  mau  who  dareii  do  right  when 
rII  ihH  world  doe*  wrong.     I  bt^lievo.  however,  if  he  is  Btemly  aud 
Btmngly  right,  a  gr^t  many  people  will  discover  that  they  tbem- 
selvEis  are  mo.     I  readily  aL-et-pi  tliL'  upo&lluahip  you  uieiitiuu.  aud 
shall  uw  your  «3i»eour«e  <u  i/it  irere  tui/  awn.     Vour  letter  arrived 
jcMcnlay  aftenioou.  and  ab'cady  my  zeal  Inu  jiruduced  a  letter  of 
two  Kticetf,  which  will  be  trnnscribe'l  as  a  cirtuUr  to  half  a  doxea. 
fric^ndfl.     1  stiall  f)Uoto  no  authoritird  tn  iulideU,  nud  as  for  Lh«] 
faithful  they  wou't  ueed  them. 

I  uju  as  ever  your  uffvctioucitu  and  faithful 

6.  Cadot, 

ClBOT   TO   WOLCOTT. 

IliiciiiKi.Dxr.  April  I.t,  17(17- 

JIt  rkar  Sin,  —  It  has  liepn  ray  inteniiuii  to  commnuicate'  lo  yoa 

two  oecnrrcnees  of  last  summer,  whifh  8*^emed  lo  he  of  comiwijucik« 

to  be  known  to  ihui^e  wboHf  u|iinioU!«  muf^l  guide  our  affairs.     Tha 

firet  ifl  tlie  nubfttanof  of  m  riHivt'r«atioii  •  with  the  Duke  d*?  Ijiauoourt,* 

*  /  liank  tAu  (ynrootum  tetia  in  tht  taunih  of  Amjtut.  ^  0.  C. 

'  Frvdvriu  AU-xamln-  Fraiii;oi«  Due  de  U  Roehi?fuHcaultI-LUn«ourt, 
tntiijT^  at  I7fl"2,  ■lipf  which  time  hp  lr«»i'llril  in  tttu  Uiiili-il  HlaUra.  Hp  !»• 
turtK-d  to  Pnria  iu  1790,  uid  published  an  account  of  tiu  Irarel*  Id  eight 
Tulutucs. 
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m  which  he  dincJoaeil  to  me  the  (IfiterminatioD  of  the  French  Diroo- 
ton-  to  onkr  the  niizurL'  uf  all  %'CAHola  ihut  shuuUl  be  found  to  hsre 
OD  hoarj  mty  itrticft  of  lb«  prodact  or  rnanufacture  of  any  of  th» 
Brilish  damininnt,  inf]  all  snch  products  mid  mana&ctnrM  to  be  ood- 
dvDUied,  whfTtloex^tr  /romy  whUhrrtower  iottnd,  nod  to  whomsverrr 
hAntginy.  Whether  the  venttl  was  to  be  condemiK^d  or  not,  he  did 
001  duarl,v  uxpnws.  Mo  afuiirud  aw  of  the  nuUiKiiticity  of  hU 
infumuiUon.  aud  ilmt  tttv  syetviu  wutild  bv  nrriod  iJiLo  optiimtioD 
"<M  *>*>«  at  th*  Rmptn/r  should  be  bmim  dotrit,"  which  Ite  naid 
iroald  be  in  September  or  October.  Aft«r  a  luoniem's  pnwMi,  I 
obi^rve*!  that  t  did  not  at  all  doubt  the  truth  of  liis  iafonnation, 
and  that  my  mind  wa*  ready  to  receive  much  more.  Ik-  jicroeived 
that  my  gravity  and  inodiM-aiioii  were  afflicted,  and  Ruddtmly  added, 
"  What !  you  think  thiA  would  l>e  unjiiitt  ?  "  "  I  think  "  said  1,  "  U 
would  be  very  impolitic  hecaiiAe  it  would  confirm  all  thoM  charge* 
of  tyranny,  injustice,  and  vontempt  for  the  rights  of  others,  &c., 
Ac,  v'htrh  are  made  agaiutt  Fmnre  liy  the  wiiw  and  virtuouM  part 
of  maukind.  It  would  be,  iu  fact,  u  grualpr  outran  upuu  ut-ulriU 
nslious  than  wm  ever  cominitled."  "  Why,"  suid  he,  "  it  muy  bo 
duagntealile ;  bnt  therft  is  n<i  other  way  of  destroying  England." 
I  acknowledged  to  him,  in  a  spirit  of  irony,  tliut  if  the  Knglisli 
coald  be  deMroyed  in  no  other  way,  thut  would  justify  it;  liut  I 
added  that  ray  own  opinion  va«  that  »uch  a  mramurc  would  unite 
the  Kuglifib  to  a  man,  and  exciio  the  mutri  despei-alu  Bpirit  in  chu 
natioti ;  lliat.  they  wiitild  covr>r  tlii;  wen  with  their  i4hip«,  nnd  hy  IUd 
grealne'<fl  of  tli^dr  exertion  wuuld  untjiliilate  tlie  rcmiiining  navy  of 
tbeir  enemies,  nod  wonid  hlork  up  for  nine  months  in  llie  year 
erery  port  of  Kranre  on  the  Ailnnric  He  untied  at  my  upiuiouB, 
and  said  the  powor  of  F.iighind  was  at  an  end.  Her  reHourtx^iit 
were  exhausted,  and  ahe  could  not  add  a  laiu^In  khip,  nor  find  tlw 
niMUU  of  snpporting  her  prt-Mint  na%'y  another  eciifion.  I  rejoined 
that  all  the  rfviliwd  worl<l  w«nM  have  came  to  mourn.  If  tliis  should 
he  true ;  for  they  would  then  be  obliged  to  l^ght  against  France,  or 
give  up  their  independence. 

The  other  occurrence  wan  an  unexpected  viait  from  Cutting.' who 
flslced  me,  without  miinh  «,Temony.  "  whom  we  intended  to  make 
PreAideiil."  I  told  him  I  hid  uotliing  to  do  with  il,  hut  the 
friends  of  the  government  would  certainly  make  Mr.  .\ilania.  if 
ihey  cotild,  or,  if  they  eould  nut  elei't  him  without  a  hiiziird  uf 
J«i:fferton*a  Coming  in,  they  would  perhaps  make  Mr.  Finrkney; 

'  Fl««al>>>Tt-,  JL  111-  For  Bonic Bccount  of  Dr. Cultiitg,  tec  "  litfcolUfctigtis 
gf  Samiid  Brcck."  jip.  173.  1H5. 
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for  ihcy  dimmed  it  Mst^iiiial  to  tlio  sftfcty  of  the  cotintr/  to  exHude 
Mr.  Jt^fferiinii,  nml,  if  pott^iblo.  to  chomc  Mr.  Adame.  He  affrcitd 
pKsX  Burpme  nl  tli>*>i!  xt'titimKiitii.  nml  a.<iflure<l  me  ifaat,  if  I  went 
into  the  world  in.itfai)  nf  rf-mntninj;  in  luililudis  1  alinald  fimi  a  tot^l 
diaoge  of  sentimeulB  among  the  Fc(kruli»t8,  wliirli  hwt  roc«iitiy 
taken  place;  tliat,  wliAt4>T«t-  ihej  mi^ht  think  of  th^  tendency  df 
the  French  Ri-vulmioii  lo  tterve  or  to  injure  the  caiuw  of  freeduo). 
they  wcro  all  uuitecl  in  iheir  esliiaate  of  the  French  power  and  of 
the  use  thnt  irould  be  made  of  it :  and  that  they  saw  plainly  "  ve 
miHrf  soothe  J^taice  by  Moit'rtff  their  facorite  Jeffentm  Pretii/trtt, 
or  Kifi  mvst  fajtv  airar  WM  thrm"  "Tltis  Jsiiguage,"  iiaid  1  to  Mr. 
Cuttiog,  "i»  what  I  slionld  have  pxpocleil  from  yoa  and  your 
party ;  bnU  if  the  olternnlive  is  mnde,  I  l.rn*t  th«?re  is  virtue  in  the 
conntry  to  make  a  war  ajcninftt  tyrants  rather  than  tamely  auhmil 
to  them  ox  mattttirs."  Viv  itald  he  wiw  sorry  I  thought  liim  a  party 
man,  &u..  Ac,  nuil  thvn  a«kei.l  mv  if  I  Liul  ^eeu  the  papLT  of  lh9 
day.  I  told  him  no.  "  Oli,"  said  he,  "  the  contest  i«  noorly  over. 
Duonaparte  has  cnt  up  all  tJie  Aut-trinns,  and  there  will  be  no 
further  o(i[»o«ilion  in  Italy."  He  then,  reiK'atiiijj  hi*  regret  at  my 
timm'iiy.  a-tsureil  me  that  Colonel  Kaniitlon  liad  declared  bi  him 
that  Mr.  -lefferstm  mu«t  Iw  Mipport^^tl,  an  lli«  oiiiy  way  of  appeasing 
FniTioe.  I  told  liitn  Colmiel  Mamilloirs  opinion  would  bav« 
weij^ht  with  me  on  erery  suuh  subject,  but  be  was  frequently  mis* 
represented  for  party  pnrpo8es,  and  nothing  short  of  hearing  it 
from  hla  awn  month  wonid  make  me  believe  he  was  willing  to  see 
Mr.  .Ji'ffcrsoti  Prt'sidciit.  All  this  n;&pi-(.'iinK  Hiimilion  1  nni  pcr- 
»iiMiU-d  in  fiiim',  btit  tti(>  extreme  (Ii'»ir«>  iliwoveri-d  (ty  Mr.  Cutting 
lo  draw  from  me  a  sentiment  of  nnqiiieJireiKf!  in  Mr.  Jefferson's 
election  for  the  sake  cif  piR'tfyiug  France  is  unaocouutable.  I  give 
yon  the  ct^^enec  of  tvlmt  paired,  leiiviiig  onl  many  little  carcun^ 
stances  tvlucJi  would  be  tedious  to  recite.  It  was  my  eijievtatiun 
to  piiCs  a  ni^ht  with  Mr.  Adanin  in  November,  when  I  nhoutil  hav« 
related  every  thin;;  to  him  ;  but  my  indolence  cunquera  every  thing, 
and  I  slaved  iit  home,  wlittr«  1  have  nMlicatvd  too  Ktrougly  to  be 
easily  removed. 

I  shall  write  yon  njs^in  in  o  few  days,  when  I  may  possibly  MAd 
yon  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  addressed  lt>  a  few  fricudd  con- 
fidenlially.  a^wiiring  thnm  that  the  ^veniinent  woidd  be  lirm,  and 
showing  the  neces^ily  of  "ur  eicitlng  die  people  to  support  the 
neosares  wbicb  ahuti  be  adopted. 

Your  fiiLcliful  friend,  Gkoroe  Cabot. 


J 
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Cabot  to  "Wolcott. 

April,  1707, 
Mt  dear  Sir,  —  As  I  hold  myself  accouotable  to  those  by 
whom  lam  tent,  I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  one  of  my  epistles,  that 
it  may  be  seen  whether  the  doctrines  I  teach  are  sound  or  not.  I 
also  enclose  you  an  answer  from  one  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
my  circular  had  been  sent,  that  you  may  see  how  men  are  affected 
by  a  little  display  of  political  truth.  Mr.  Watson  writes  with  a 
running  pen,  and  therefore  may  express  a  little  more  than  he 
would,  if  required  to  be  precise;  but,  in  support  of  his  opinion,  I 
may  add  that  Mr.  William  Gray,  Jr.,'  who  is  one  of  our  most  sen- 
sible men  and  the  greatest  merchant  in  this  State,  assures  me  that 
be  finds  men  in  every  place  and  situation  united  in  the  conviction 
of  the  perfidy  and  wickedness  of  France  towards  us,  and  ho  has  no 
doubt  the  people  will  zealously  support  every  efficient  measure 
which  the  government  shall  adopt  for  our  protection  and  dtifeiice. 
I  desired  my  son  to  transmit  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Jeremiah 
Smith,  that  you  might  more  perfectly  know  the  ideas  I  have  propa- 
gated; and  for  the  same  purpose  I  wish  you  to  read  a  piece  I  sent 
to  the  printer  this  morning  for  the  next  "Centiiiel,"  addressed  to 
the  "  Lovers  of  our  Country,"  and  signed  "  Fortiter  in  Re."  ' 

Several  gentlemen  who  live  in  the  interior  of  our  kState,  to  whom 
I  have  written,  have  made  me  no  reply ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that 
public  opinion  is  in  a  right  course  and  makes  a  daily  progrefs,  so 
that  the  only  anxiety  among  good  men  now  is  lest  the  House  of 
Representatives  should  be  governed  hy  a  French  faction.  I  am 
confirmed  in  the  belief  that,  if  the  President  speaks  with  his  usual 
masculine  tone  of  decision  upon  the  dangers  of  our  country  and  the 
duties  which  arise  from  them,  he  will  be  supporte<l  by  the  spirit 
and  feelings  of  the  hulk  of  the  'people.  All  the  tools  of  France 
and  many  of  their  oppoaers  earnestly  desire  that  an  envoy  may  I>e 
sent.  1  think  it  wrong,  but  it  will  take  place ;  and,  if  accompanied 
iy  rigormu  preparations  for  ponsible  wants,  it  may  do  no  great 
harm,  especially  if  the  [arsons  sent  are  not  Frenchmen.  My  own 
opinion  oa  to  the  characters  suitable  is  that  men  should  Ui  sought 
whose  principles  are  unquestionable,  their  respectability  acknowl- 
edged, and  whose  detestation  of  the  French  tyrants  has  not  been 
strongly  expressed  to  the  public  and  is  not  known. 

Your  faithful  and  affectionate  friend,       G.  C'auot. 

>  William  Gray,  of  Salem,  the  largFHt  ship-owner  and  niercliant  in  tlie 
Unite<l  HtBtea,  Kai  lieutenant^vemor  of  Massacliusi'tts  in  1810. 

>  See  IkIow,  p.  582. 


121 


LIFE  ASD  LETTEHS  OF  GBOBGE  CABOX.     |17W-98. 


ClBCDLAB  LeTTBK  REPBBRED    TO  IN    FrECBDTMO   LcTTEBS. 

iCanjiiiaitiatt 

Afril  (J,  l7ffT. 

Snt.  —  I^  in  a  free  country  like  oun,  the  puMic  welfare  ordi> 
narity,  ur  indceU  ever,  flepunds  u}>on  Lh«  prevalence  of  jiut  »euU- 
ui«uU  aoiuu^  ihe  peajjle,  it  is  of  tho  highest  importance  Hmt  aut'li 
aeiitimeiitt  ^linuld  jirevail  at  this  Ltmc  vrlu-u  our  pnlilural  affairs  arttl 
fast  vi'i^iny  to  a  grL-at  ami  unavoEJHlilf  crh'm.  U  h  not,  however, 
£roui  miy  pL-i^uIJitr  cuiilhliMU-t;  in  aiy  own  idea«  on  t)iii*  itulijert  that 
I  address  them  to  you,  but  it  is  because  ceruiin  foctA,  rather  tluin 
opioioiis.  of  wliich  1  am  posseesed,  ought  to  Le  imparted  to  llios 
whose  infliien«5  In  tim  community  will  contribute  greatly  to  pre-^ 
serve  its  interest  and  its  hmmr.  The  two  great  rivals  of  Kuropc, 
wbutsu  ambitioQ  no  oftvu  disturbs  the  rupoxt)  of  otiier  imtiuiis, 
coald  not  fait  to  %*iew  the  United  States  an  an  object  of  great  inter- 
est to  ilieiQ  in  all  their  S'trug^ieit  for  power.  It  is  veil  knov 
thul  llie  PreiK-h,  in  pnrtii^nlar,  liud  deCwrmine^l,  from  the  commenc 
ment  of  the  pn'^ent  war  againnt  England,  that  w«  should 
their  associati-;  and  at  some  periods  they  haw  had  great  reason  tO' 
catonlate  U|mu  the  event.  Happily,  howwver.  all  thvir  atttrntpts 
to  involve  an  by  fraud  or  by  IforL*  have  been  hichvrto  baffletl :  but 
eluvatL'd  by  their  unpai-alleted  succe»eee  ou  the  land,  and  irritiilvd 
by  their  defeats  on  the  sea,  they  have  long  since  taken  the  most 
outrcgenus  and  desperate  ret<i)lutiniis  against  tlitJse  nations  who 
hold  a  paciliiT  intercourse  with  their  (lut^niy;  th**y  long  ago  ne- 
M^vod  "that  they  would  destroy  the  cnmmeroe  which  uiiv  ueairal 
people  should  preiiunic  to  nirry  on  with  any  uf  the  domiuiuns  uf 
Kntjiand."  1'bis  unprt^ce^lentedi  meaKure  is  now  exfcutiiig,  and, 
if  unrcMsted.  will  [louhtkns  he  followed  by  others  more  ntrorious. 

General  I*iiu'kui>y  went  from  thu  Uniled  States  tptcitUly  in- 
ttructtd  on  frer^  nthject  of  diapale  which  now  exi'afi.  Ills  crpd**u- 
tiaU  of  which  the  Directory  have  a  eojjy,  setH  forth  thai  the 
president,  "»itie:ere!y  denii-otis  to  uiiiinlitin  that  guwl  uTideri»t«iifliug 
which  fmni  the  tinnimfncenietit  of  ilicir  iilli:iitce  has  subsiste<l  be- 
tween ihi*  two  natinnH,  and  to  efface  nnfavomhie  impressions^ 
baiiisli  Htispiciuiis,  and  restore  that  cordiality  which  was  at  once 
the  evidence  ntiil  pledge  of  a  friendly  anion,  bad  judged  It  expe- 
dii-ut  to  appoint  Mr.  I'luckuey  miuixtcr  plcui|>oteuLiary,"  &c. 

But  tiotwithstanding   our  minister  nus   thus  designated  aa  ft 
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tptciat  mimster  nf  atnrt'lialton.  and  Biu-h  termn  wer*  used  aa  miglit 
haw  hooiIilhI  tlit'ir  pridu,  tlm  l>irti«!tnry  have  refused  to  im>ive 
kim,  Aud  the  refusal  hint  Ixwii  accompanivd  with  indignities.  Some 
of  tJie  f»n*  rclfttive  to  thiit  bu^^ltu^s  hav*^  huen  dciAtloil  in  a  letter 
from  Paris  dotol  January  7lh.  wliioh  biitt  Hppeiirc'l  iu  our  ncws- 
[Mftera,  but  j>vrhapi«  it  ougjihl  not  to  I)a  jiuUliiilii^I,  thxt  Mr.  d<!  la 
Croix  aanoiitiCMl  to  Mr.  Monrtw  thu  dr^tprminntton  of  the  Din>c- 
tory  not  to  neeict  aiiother  mim'ttfr  pieiii'ptftmtinry  /rom  the  United 
Stnlft  HHlil  the  grievaneet  of  frattee  thall  Amf  hern  n-drwed. 
These  ^cvancat  are  Huppoittid  to  be  tlin«c  spccilinl  b^  Mr.  Adet, 
•od  (o  which  uur  gorcroineat  bus  already  p.vea  a  complete  answer, 
and  by  their  answer  the  government  most  abide.  Th<>  demands 
which  Fninc«  niakea  upnn  us  *^tn  TuiUle  a  Aolemn  treaty  with  n 
jwwerfut  nation,  to  repeal  just  and  aeccHsary  Iawh,  and  to  admit 
a  Frt-nch  consular  juriadirtioQ  paramount  to  our  judicial  courtu,'* 
are  point*  that  nvver  nn  be  coDoedwd  but  with  lh«  total  KUrrender 
of  imlvpt>iid(?iK'v :  and  vvt  fine  am  to  h«  i/ifMeJ  (if  yicldt^  at  all) 
(U  pffJimiHanf  to  cwy  dUnittion  nf  tAe  quftfiona  in  ditpvtf.  for  wo 
■re  still  to  learn  wlutt  further  marks  of  hnmilialiaii  would  Ik;  re- 
quired of  QH.  if  we  were  to  jtuhinit  to  theiw.  We  know  the  choice 
of  our  Preaiilcnt  wa.*  viewed  oa  an  Intereftting  object  on  which 
they  beotowctl  all  thpir  iiiflue-nce.  As  tliU  line  failed,  they  are  now 
preparwl  to  emb»iT:i««  llic  new  ndininUtmtiun.  They  rely,  too,  OQ 
the  exertions  of  a  powerfnl  faction  to  oppose,  at  all  hnzunls,  the 
ftyslem  which  hnn  prevailed  throu|;h  the  [>eriod  of  Watjliinglnn's 
Ailmiiiist ration.  Hui,  whatever  may  lie  (he  Miceeiw  of  their  opera- 
tions within  our  muntn'.  it  U  on  onr  conimerct?  their  policy  bears 
with  the  most  force.  Viewing  our  trade  as  a  material  prop  to 
British  credit,  they  aim  at  the  deitrnction  of  it.  in  hopeii  by  that 
Ricttna  to  weaken  the  powc^r  of  Kn-ilund.  If  by  iliia  violence  and 
injustice  to  iicutrsd*  tliey  xhoiiid  iiiukt;  ih^rn  hII  their  enemies,  they 
would  still  ealeulale  upon  lirfing  no  great  loftera,  for  plunder  and 
ooatributione  would  be  a  valuable  consideration  to  those  n-ho  have 
no  other  revenues  ;  and  if.  in  the  proeesR,  a  uoutrul  nation  liecome* 
diaorganized  flnti  ruined,  it  is  of  course  a  natural  ally  to  their  sys- 
ten),  and  will  lUrecily  or  indirectly  add  Iu  their  strength.  It  boctiib 
therefore  evident  that  neatral  ontioiu,  and  our*  especially,  mutt 
either  tuhmtt  to  niin  or  rtxist  it :  but  if  thii  is  the  alternative,  and 
we  hesitate  wtiitJi  to  prefer,  we  are  already  lialf  luidonc ;  for,  11 
oor  indignation  is  not  excited  by  tJie  wounds  whidi  innocence  and 
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honor  rpceiw,  pnlilin  lihorty  mn«t  soon  be  lost,  ami  private  rights 
iviU  speeilily  folldw.  In  tbis  dclivnte  con  juncture  of  affairs,  it 
appeait  (o  me  necuuiiry  tlmt  the  (lublic  miiid  Bhould  be  informed 
autl  [ireparcfl  an  ta»l  a»  possible  fi)r  the  i-ffnrts  wo  tusy  Iw  called 
U>  uiakw,  Thu  cotnitiy  kIiuiiIiI  liv  nntnvd  witbouc  bMit^  itillainw), 
and  \ty  a  diApnMionalo  attention  lo  the  public  dangcrii  fthonld  be 
recoii(.'i]ticl  lo  oiUlitional  tHXeM.  uiid  jihoubl  kLreu^theii  Uie  govern* 
meat  bv  aflclilionnl  conliiltince  in  the  ineasurps  it  may  vlopU  AVhat 
theae  will  bo  no  man  can  for<>tcll:  but  it  is  not  improbuiblo  that 
in«rdianta  miiy  Ix.'  auiboriu»l  tu  urui  ibvir  a\ii[t&  for  dejviire,  tanl 
that  Ui6  several  fr)^t««  wliidi  ara  in  fiiru'uriliie>i»  may  Imi  e()uip|>ed 
RS  conroys,  that  our  moat  valuable  seajiorts  may  Ite  further  forti- 
fied, and  probably  a  military  force  pi'ovidtHl  to  stippreM  the  iiiHut^ 
reclions  of  )ilav(>9  in  those  places  where  the  French  emis«ari(ia  or 
otluTH  fihall  uxcitu  thc^m.  Hut,  as  tbu  pri^orviition  or  atlaitunent 
of  peace  i»  Ihv  ouly  end  desirvd,  it  ia  iilcHly  Uiat  a  minister  may  be 
always  in  Europe.  aiilhorir.e<l  to  seize  any  momenc  lo  secure  that 
best  of  blesi»in»s.  lint,  whatever  there  may  be  in  these  cooject* 
ures,  tf  h  uat  lo  be  doubted  that  the  Prenidont  will  t»e  firm,  ami  na 
fur  as  depeniU  itiKili  him  will  never  cunciir  In  dt'^-adltig  the  ooun- 
try,  and  Rtill  Wj*^  iu  ruliiiquit'hiiix  il^  indrpvudimce.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  JHi.-<.>t>>n  plan  will  be  to  cnft.H^'blt.'  ami  ilivide  the  public 
M^Titimcht,  tliat  nothing  may  be-  dont* ;  while,  tn  tbr  tn«tn  lim<^.  com- 
mun't)  will  more  and  more  Inngoish  under  continued  depredations, 
puLIic  credit  and  private  credit  may  be  impaired,  and  from  a  grn- 
erol  imiHiverishmptit  dintretis  and  dtHjHmdiHucy  niiiRt  ensue,  and, 
what  will  l>e  the  greatest  of  lUI  evil»,  France  by  tbe  inclnimeatot* 
ity  of  fartion  will  go^'c^n  the  conuiry  at  lasU  These  ideas  ora 
importjinu  eo  far  a»  they  are  correct:  tu  me  they  appear  forrecc, 
und  tliervfure  need  no  ai>ulogy  for  being  olTeied  lo  the  fricmdi  o£ 
the  United  States. 

With  great  respu-ct,  I  am,  sir, 

Yotu*  mg«t  obL-diuut  servant,  G.  C&&OT. 

ArsiL  10,  1797. 
Since  writing  the  foregoing.  1  am  told  there  are  Rome  good  peo- 
ple who  think  it  would  be  wise  to  send  an  envoy  extrnoi-diuory  to 
France,  it  having  been  suggf^tcd  that  the  rank  of  minialer  pleni- 
polfultary  is  objected  to  by  the  Directory.  But  I  answer  that  the 
rank  of  the  two  charoclera  i«  the  same,  and  w  so  establishecl  hj  all 
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the  writers.  Beside  which,  Mr.  Pinckney  ia  in  fact  an  envoy 
extraordinary  for  apeetal  purposeB  ;  and  even  if  it  were  otherwise, 
and  the  rank  were  different,  it  would  puzzle  ingenuity  to  furnish 
A  reason  why  they  should  reject  a  minister  from  us  of  the  same 
grade  with  the  highest  they  ever  sent  to  us.  To  this  I  add  that 
the  Directory  have  not  made  the  objection  ;  and  it  must  tlierefore 
be  understood  that  for  the  present  France  has  shut  tlie  door  of 
negotiation,  expecting  no  doubt  that  this  last  step  of  violence 
-vronid  intimidate  our  government,  and  deter  them  from  further 
defending  the  rights  of  our  country,  or  that  the  people  would  no 
longer  support  their  own  government. 

I  am,  &C.,  Geobge  Cabot. 

Marstov  TVatson'  to  Cabot. 

Marblkheac,  April  14, 1797. 
Dear  Sir,  — Tour  confidential  communication,  dated  the  6th, 
I  received  yesterday  at  Boston. 

No  one  can  be  more  impressed  than  I  am  with  the  necessity  of 
giving  a  currency  to  sentiments  of  real  patriotism,  and  a  loyal  dis- 
position to  support  the  government  at  the  present  and  approaching 
important  period ;  and  under  such  persuasion  I  omit  no  favorable 
opportunity,  publicly  and  privately,  to  express  and  circulate  such 
opinions  and  disposition  where  I  have  a  hope  of  influence.     And 
I  tbitik  you  have  recollection  enough  of  the  people  of  Essex  gen- 
w^n J,  and  of  those  of  Marblehead  particularly,  to  believe  that  nine- 
tenths  of  them  are  fully  satisfied  in  all  the  truths  and  reasoitiugs 
^^  you  have  suggested  relating  to  our  foreign  connections,  the 
objects  and  measures  of  France,  and  their  ultimate  tendency  to  the 
inter-ests  and  politics  of  this  country,  unless  independently  repressed 
by  our  government  on  the  firm  support  of  the  voice  of  the  whole 
■utioi),     I  cannot  be  mistaken  in  this  confidence  in  my  townsmen 
ud  xteighbors,  who,  with  an  ardent  desire  for  the  preservation  of 
P**<=e  and  security,  are  cordially  and  firmly  devoted  to  aid  the  gov- 
"MUent  by  any  necessary  surrender  of  the  lucrative  prosijects  of 
w\3r   coaunerce,  of  their  capital,  or  their  personal  service,  when- 
ever tbe  exigencies  of  the  nation  shall  demaud  them ;  and  I  am 
^PPy  in  believing  that  these  opinions,  favorable  to  the  sui>port  of 

*  Vr.  WaUon  vu  a  prominent  merchant  of  Marblehead,  and  afterwards 
ol  ^toa.    Hit  letter  is  in  repl^  to  Uiat  Just  given. 
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our  ]gov«t'iiiiit-nt  niid  Djiliniiiil  li^btt,  are  not  peculutr  to  our  vidn- 
ily,  but  t>int  it  U  at  lea-st  very  goueral  in  Nt-w  Ktiglaml.  From  nU 
RpjK'HrancRft  of  the  efFeoU  of  the  ItceniJoua  arid  ruiiioiu  ilfprc^U- 
tirtiia  of  ill*?  Fr<mch  on  the  property  of  out  citi/i.tii»,  iiii«[  tlie  indig- 
tiitiufl  to  our  guver»iu«iit  <m  tbtur  miiiibi,  I  rannot  but  think  Uiat 
your  aiixivty  {or  Ibe  general  wclfart;  \iudifrei>tinutl«s  the  reiil  patri- 
otittm  o(  our  rountrymen  genprnlly  throujili  tht)  United  Slates; 
and  if  it  xboidd  nt  oiire  tterome  a  natioiml  r|iio&tion  whetlier  to 
nbHiidon  our  rigbtfuJ  honors  or  iut^red.  or  abftii(li>u  all  cotntnerml 
and  political  connections  with  France,  or  vlriiKilly  in  any  war  to 
fiurrt'iidur  to  them  miy  portion  of  owr  independence,  that  then 
n-uuM  be  acarcely  a  henitjitlon  with  Ibree-foiirlhi'  of  the  people  of 
all  r1a»«ei4,  as  well  thoRO  with  but  little  infarination,  who  iroulc] 
only  be  governed  by  their  passiuiiH.  as  those  who  liiivti  better  op* 
portuuity  to  naiicritauU  for  thcmselvci>.  And  from  eJfei^ts  to  tnun 
motivoH  and  causes,  and  consequently.  like  members  of  a  free  na- 
tion, vindieato  and  support  lb«  Koveniiiient  to  the  utmont  extremity, 
I  confess  X  can  »ce  llie  miisehievoiis  wishes  of  the  b&d  men  among 
nn  with  Lhe  »anie  concern  that  you  do;  but  I  hare  rather  more 
conliiIein-p  in  the  iiihigiiiticaneu  of  their  power,  and  thai  Franoe 
and  all  other  nations  will  I>g  soon  aalinFiud  of  that  truth.  I  know 
that  yon  are  aaaureil  of  my  fullosl  ooucurreueo  with  your  sentiments 
and  wishes,  iiud  tlntt  no  fnvrirnbie  Op}>ortmtily  will  be  lost  to  ptD* 
duce  any  inftuenoe  favorable  to  thera. 

I  am,  with  esleemj  sincerely  yoan,  M.  Watsos. 

My  aer)uainliince  with  Cougreasional  folks  h  so  tinall  that  I  have 
never  lieen  informer!  whether  the  objection  to  the  land-tax  origi- 
nated in  political  motives,  or  only  from  the  stron<;  bund  of  coooomy 
in  the  litiidc"!  iHitTe^ii.  Bot,  wluUever  it  was,  1  tliiuk  it  u  to  be 
lamented  that  it  did  not  firevail.  Jintice  08  well  as  urgent  pairiot- 
ism  niTlainly  dfumniU  »ome  more  direct  contribnlionii  from  titat 
part  of  the  eomnititiity ;  and  1  itim^rely  bu|)e  that  at  the  enauiDg 
tcsaion  Congreiu  will  agree  to  think  no. 

Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

BK»ox£.t]«i(,  April  17, 1707. 
Mr  DEAR  FniFXD,  —  Jeremiah  Smith,  who  taJled  oti  rne  yes- 
terday, tells  inc  that  a  diifercuce  of  sentiment  prevails  nnioug  yoo 
great  men  in  and  out  of  the  cabinet,  respecting  the  expediency  of 
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a  new  embassy  to  France.  From  the  facts  which  have  been  stated 
to  me,  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  possibly  find  new  messengers,  with 
the  expectation  that  they  will  not  be  kicked  from  the  door,  unless  we 
first  appease  those  to  whom  the  visit  is  intended,  by  performing 
the  penance  they  have  prescribed  ;  and  this  all  agree  is  impossible 
for  us  to  do. 

I  confess  to  you  I  was  struck  with  the  fonnal  precision  of  the 
words  used  by  the  Directory.  The  literal  sense  of  the  declaration 
would  be  saved,  though  they  were  to  receive  an  embassy  from  us, 
if  it  were  other  than  a  minister  plenipotentiary.  But  why  this 
equivocation  ?  Surely  it  was  to  leave  the  door  open  for  accommo- 
dation, if  the  actual  state  of  things  should  render  it  desirable  to 
tliem.  If  they  have  not  acted  upon  some  such  principle,  the  new 
embassy  would  be  fruitless ;  and,  if  they  have,  it  is  unnecessary, 
because  in  this  latter  case  they  will  be  guided  in  their  conduct 
toward  us  by  events  in  Europe  and  the  circumstances  of  their  own 
coniitry. 

But  I  take  it  for  granted  the  only  solid  argument  in  favor  of  a 
new  embassy  is  the  tendency  of  it  to  satisfy  popular  opinion  here, 
ud  to  unite  the  country  in  the  measures  which  must  be  taken  after 
ill  success.  I  am  afraid  this  argument  claims  more  weight  than  it 
truly  merits.  I  conceive  that  the  government  has  attempted  ncgo- 
tiadon  already,  aa  far  as  it  can  without  abasement ;  and,  if  the 
knowledge  of  this  does  not  satisfy  the  country,  it  is  not  certain 
that  any  thing  that  can  be  done  will  satisfy  them.  But  my  fears 
concerning  the  effects  of  a  new  embassy  are  that  France  will 
strengthen  her  party  by  it.  She  will  know  our  motive  to  be  to  put 
"cr  so  clearly  in  the  wrong  that  her  friends  here  can  be  no  longer 
her  advocates ;  but,  as  she  must  know  this,  she  can  with  certainty 
counteract  us,  and  by  a  very  obvious  policy  give  to  her  friends 
new  strength. 

She  can  propose  to  the  new  embassy  a  treaty  which  shall  contain 
"^ny  things  which  would  be  extremely  popular,  accompanied  with 
some  requisitions  which  we  could  not  grant  without  present  dis- 
honor, and  ultimately  a  war  with  another  nation.  The  commis- 
sioners  would  reject  such  a  project,  if  they  are  honest ;  but  the 
P^y  in  this  country  would  then  bo  able  to  rally  again.  France  is 
BOW  grown,  and  daily  growing,  more  odious  to  the  j)Coplc;  but 
"•"n  a  thousand  causes  this  weaning  from  fully  is  a  ditricult  work, 
*nd  I  incline  to  thiuk  France  would  now  gladly  prevent  its  being 
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perfected.  If  tliurofuiv,  a^'onling  to  my  \dvns,  l)ie  tvunlt  of  n  new 
embassj  may  6«  Ui  eupfly  uuw  iu«ftnii  to  lli(>  Frujicli  puriy  now 
exhni»t«^,  the  danger  of  thie  mar  be  n  fair  offsL-t  itgaiimit  die  tiope 
of  uniting  tlie  (xiuiiLry  in  some  untui<*iit  iituile  of  ili-fviice.  At  tbv 
iiatufl  time  1  pxpresM  theAo  lut  luy  iiwn  opiiiiniut,  it  u  iiu|iiKtsibl<5  that 
tlic  mn:u  (»f  tlid  jHjople  should  not  (if  loft  tutlifititielveA)  pr^er  one 
more  iiLtempt  tu  puniuiutu  our  Fruticli  bn>threti  to  tlo  jtutiue  and  be 
frtviiib.  Public  iittriitiou  in  pretty  well  fj;i;ited  in  tbi»  qiutntfr, 
ftnd  htthcrtij  ilic  public  mitul  liiu  held  »  ri^lit  counts  I  should 
inuLfiititi,  by  Lliu  limu  CoiigrciM  tuvuU.  vrv  sliiiJl  bv  wiUiiifr  to  lake 
fitirti  burthens  xa  nmy  Ih<  reaiuiimble  tu  luy  upon  iis.  I  tbink,  how- 
ever, much  will  dt;[H>nil  ujion  the  tonp  of  the  pivemiiK'nt:  if  it  w 
ninscul  ne,  our  notes  will  oonfjrm.  I  hope  the  President  will  njieak 
deuidetlly  upon  every  topic  that  in  caiiiiected  with  thu  huMiie<(*  of 
the  mviiltn^  ;  and  efipttcially,  if  %t  ut  cUar  that  tee  caitnol  nruf 
OMrjftt  Hal  af'empt  furiher  neffotiatioii.  I  ho)w  he  will  sjiy  iU  Mr*. 
Citbiit  ti.-lls  mv  till!  clittin^  iit  wiiilinj;  to  c»rry  hk  to  Judgo  LfOweU'i^ 
ftuil  lUat  I  mufit  give  h«r  love  and  ctotti  my  k-tter. 

Yourg  faithfully,  G.  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  Jeqemiad  Smitc. 

IThc  follnwin?  Itlter  Is  ibe  "  copy  of  aw  sddrcBBcd  to  s  tew  (rlmdt,* 
rvfi<TTed  to  Ui  tLv  a«xl  letter  to  Gurv.    S<-e  p.  133.) 

Rii^ioiCMMK.  April  17,  1797. 
ItiT  i>F.xu  Sib. —  It  in  ca»y  to  say  what  nii^ht  aat  to  be  doo6 
in  certniii  auiiinii-Jtin^-ji,  hut  dillifult  to  duburuiine  wluit  ou^.  The 
truth  iH  that  wo  oftvu  arrive  at  a  dilcnuuR  iii  which  vouietbing  must 
be  done,  and  yet  thnt  Bomething  must  nppear  to  he  wrong ;  for  ilie 
inrimvtHiieiice»  of  the  course  taken,  whatever  it  be.  must  bo  ooneid* 
vrablif,  Hud  will  be  llio  m»»i  known  and  cht-  only  one*  felL  Itiit  do 
eon»idfr.iti<)3m  of  this  kind  will  duter  uiiiny  inon.  whom  I  nm  prond 
to  call  friends.  fK)m  adopting  any  inca^urus  which,  in  their  judg- 
ment, the  puldie  good  may  require.  ^Vhat  we  tht«e  mMUiures.  you 
Mk?  I  wirih  I  could  ^vo  a  BiitJHfiictor^'  reply  to  the  tjuMtinn.  but 
I  confi-ss  1  cannot.  There  i»,  however,  in  my  mind  no  ditncitliy 
in  deciding  that  ftxv  emlmr^  would  be  n:nrh  more  injurious  to  tti 
than  itll  ileprediitiunii  will  Ih>.  —  murh  more  injurious  to  ns  llinn 
to  the  French;  and,  indeed,  much  more  to  the  other  nations  who 
liave  colonies  than  to  the  French.     It  would  be  jiurtJcularly  incon- 
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venient  to  the  English,  who  are  uow  fighting  for  the  hidependence 
o{  the  ueutral  nations  which  remain  unconquere<1  hy  France.  Thi^ 
idea  is  so  obrions  that  1  shall  expect  many  zealous  advocates  for 
an  erabai^o  among  those  who  prefer  the  interests  of  France  to 
those  of  the  United  States.  As  &  permanent  measnre  or  principal 
measure  in  any  system,  I  couaider  an  eml)argo  as  always  pre[>os- 
t«rous,  being  necessarily  more  distressing  to  the  nation  that 
imposed  it  than  to  the  nation  against  which  it  is  intended  to 
operate;  but  there  is  an  infinitude  of  cases  in  which  partial, 
tpteial.  or  temporary  embargoes  may  be  exj>ediont,  and  tiiere- 
fore  at  all  times  of  public  danger  the  executive  ought  to  be 
anthoriied  by  law  to  lay  them.  In  the  most  probable  cases, 
this  power  cannot  be  exercised  directly  by  Congress,  without 
^feating  its  own  designs.  I  now  release  you  from  the  embargo, 
«|<I  proceed  to  express  my  hopes  that  the  first  measures  of  Con- 
fess will  be  to  provide  more  revenue.  A  land-tax,  however  unpala- 
table at  first,  will  be  approved  by  the  people  themselves,  after  they 
are  brought  to  contemplate  a  little  more  soberly  the  nature  and 
fittnii  of  the  public  dangers.  The  few  frigates  which  are  iu  for- 
*l^bes8  ought  to  be  equipped  forthwith,  and  the  merchants  should 
^  aaihorized  to  defend  their  vessels,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  with- 
out actual  war.  ,  If  no  better  i<lea  occurs  on  the  point,  let  convoys 
ai^inpany  them,  who  shall  fulfil  the  twenty -seven  lb  arliclt  of  the 
•f^aty,  which  prescrilies  the  conduct  of  arme<l  vessels  of  one  nation 
towards  the  trading  vessels  of  another.  In  the  West  India  scene, 
*bere  we  suffer  greatly  from  little  paUry  pirates,  this  sort  of 
defence  would  be  sufficient  generally ;  but  a  minute  examination 
of  the  rights  of  nations  is  re<iuisite.  to  enable  a  man  to  delineate 
tliJSBjgtem  fully.  Our  most  valuable  and  exposed  i!fai"n-iM  Nlumld 
bt  better  fortified,  and  a  small  military  corps  raised  ami  established 
t<ikeep  tbe  fortresses.  Thus  prepared  and  provided  for  the  worst, 
I  would  diphmaiically  declare  that  none  of  Uiese  things  are  to  he 
"HiterRtood  as  making  a  rupture  with  France;  but  that,  on  the  cori- 
"^ly,  no  offence  i$  authorized  against  tbe  persons,  pnipertles,  or 
"jfeiof  the  French  Republic,  or  any  of  its  citizens,  to  whom  we 
"ediiposed  to  do  justice  as  we  always  have  done,  and  with  whom 
'^^  wish  to  be  at  peace  ;  but  that  the  measures  are  solely  diffusive, 
^    If  these  measures  can  l)e  carried,  adjourn  for  thivu  months. 

"ith  respect  to  a   new  emimssy,  it  would  Ik-  ilisgrai'eful,  and 
•"tticate  a  dread  of  France,  which  is  already  too  great ;  but  my 
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princi|ial  objfciioii  to  it  U  timt  it  may  Im.'  wmily  nuuli^  the  tnonns  of 
rtcriiiliiifj  tin-  rsimuMwl  etrviigtii  ol  ihv  French  party  witluu  our 
C{)tinlry,*a»ii  iheir  miachief!i«re  more  to  be  (lreulo<l  ibiui  auy  tltetr 
niBiters  ciiii  |M*r|H'lraie  vrilhmtt. 

Thiu.  mr  fiii'iid,  yoti  *e«  with  wimt  reiuliii««8  I  ^ve  you  my 
cniiU'sr  ojiiiiiftus.  If  they  are  (trrnneoiia,  it  will  be  wii'tfactory  that 
thi'j  liavu  no  mihlioriiy.  ami  I  iin  re-ipoiiBibilily.  Hiil,  before  I  ciosa 
ihi^  It-tler,  \vi  vaf.  querent  you  to  lie  nt  I'hiljul«l|ihiu  oil  the  day 
l)U*titir>iii^1  by  iho  Prcsidf-ut.  Probably  yt»u  will  lhi>n  find  a  well- 
di^tvtiHl  pkiii  of  tliu  (•xucutivu,  which,  if  nut  npugnaiU  to  your  vim 
idfiu,  YOU  ivill  zealuiisly  siipimrl.  If  uo  syslem  is  foniiMl  by  lb« 
executive,  or  such  as  Dhall  l>e  formed  in  not  supported,  there  will  ho 
no  consi-iifncy.  and  of  course  no  efficiency,  in  our  ini>A»ure«.  \l  I 
were  to  till  aiiothf  i*  Nhi>et,  T  iihouM  |in>1i»hiy  sujjjjr^tst  iinlliiii^  whidi 
liaft  iiut  been  familiar  to  your  mind.  Then;  can  he  nothing  new  JU 
this.  It  is,  however,  tlte  best  return  I  cuii  make  to  your  cvry  ^ai- 
Ifriutf  htler.  attd  may  bo  m-jLlurdod  as  ao  oddiliona]  proof  of  tb» 
great  «Ht(.-em  with  whieh  1  atii 

Tru[y  your  friend,  &&'  G-  CaBOT. 

•  K.jr^  hy  makinc  prnpodliitm*  whHi  wniiiil  Iw  popular  her*,  ami  onlT 
InsiMtiiig  an  o»l'  or  two  pointa  which  would  inrolvc  us  iu  a  contMl  with  Ureal 
Britain.— G.C. 


Cabot  to  Gobb. 

llROnxMxK.  April  17, 17W. 
Mr  DEAB  Sir.  —  I  am  «o  much  in  your  debt  for  letters  and 
other  favors  tiiat  1  hardly  dare  to  acknowledge  the  cjcleuL,  utile<« 
I  ronld  be  assured  you  would  take  the  acknowledgment  for  pay- 
mient.  or  at  Iuiki  as  a  coinjieiiHatioiL  for  giving  time.  It  is  intpoael* 
We  that  your  official  diilieV  with  all  their  pnrplexitieii,  should  M 
far  etigron*  yonr  thoughu  aa  to  prevent  your  notice  of  the  inter- 
estinii  e%"«ii»  which  orarapy  us  here ;  and  I  wiish  it  were  iu  my 
power  lo  saliftfy  iu  any  degree  the  desire  you  inuiit  feel  to  know 
o»ir  measure*  and  their  nucpe***.  My  own  indoKyinf.  nhiHi  I 
thonj^ht  nothing  could  overcome,  has  given  way  to  my  anxiety  for 
lliu  ttuise  of  order  nnd  of  our  ™uiit.ry.  You  may  have  M«n  thai 
I  wa«  taken  h«  yonr  snppUant  in  the  difficult  office  of  notifying 

■  This  letter  hns  been  already  printed  !n  >Iori«ni'a  Ufe  of  Smillt,  p.  M. 
•  !klr.  Ciore  wa«  at  tbit  tiiutj  lu  Loudoa,  a*  one  of  the  cununiHioatra 
under  iJiv  Jay  maiy. 
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public  opinion  ; '  and,  if  I  have  been  less  successful,  yon  will  attrib- 
ot«  it  to  tbe  proper  canses.  The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter,^  which 
I  addressed  to  a  few  friends,  will  show  you  my  course  of  thinking 
on  the  subject  which  is  to  engage  Congress;  and  I  am  not  without 
hopes  that  the  people  will  be  disposed  to  su[)port  measures  of 
energy,  though  a  little  burdensome,  when  they  are  brought  to  see 
the  public  dangers  in  their  true  light.  If  the  country  should  he  put 
iiHo  a  posture  of  defence,  adequate  revenues  provided.  au<l  convoys 
allowed  to  enforce  and  fulfil  the  twenty -seventh  article  of  the  treaty 
with  France,  and  a  diplomatic  declaration  that  all  these  men.s- 
vresare  purely  defensive,  and  not  to  be  understootl  to  mean  any 
thing  like  a  rupture,  —  that,  on  the  contrary,  no  offence  is  author- 
iied  against  the  persons,  properties,  or  rights  of  the  French  Repub- 
lic, or  any  of  ita  citizens,  to  all  of  whom  we  will  for  ever  render 
complete  justice,  and  with  whom  we  earnestly  wish  to  remain  at 
peace, —  I  should  expect  ultimately  to  see  our  dignity  preserved. 
Bnt  I  am  very  recently  informed  that  a  friend  of  ours  at  New 
York,  whose  opinions  are  almost  always  the  wisest  in  the  world, 
thiuks  that  a  new  embassy  is  advisable,  to  consist  of  Mr.  Pinckney, 
noff  in  Holland,  JVIr.  Madison,  and  some  person  from  this  quarter. 
I  have  not  heard  the  reasons  for  this  measure,  but  imagine  ibe 
principal  one  to  be  its  tendency  to  unite  the  country  in  a  system  of 
vigorous  defence,  if  it  fails.  But,  having  viewed  it  in  all  the  atti- 
tuiles  my  imagination  could  place  it,  I  confess  my  apprehension  is 
'^7  strong  that  France  would  seize  upon  the  occiision  to  renew 
the  exhausted  strength  of  her  party  in  the  United  States.  This 
she  might  do  by  profuse  promises,  which,  as  they  never  would  be  ful- 
^lleO,  could  cost  nothing,  and  by  insisting  on  one  or  two  points,  the 
Jieliling  of  which  would  involve  us  in  new  difficulties  with  another 
nation.  Besides,  if  France  has  left  open  a  way  to  hack  out,  she 
^ill  Me  it  or  not,  as  events  in  Europe  may  determine  her.  If  >lie 
IS  full  of  power,  our  humiliating  overtures  will  be  fruitless ;  and,  if 
«K  is  distressed,  they  will  be  unnecessary.  In  a  word,  although 
peace  IB  not  to  be  abandoned  by  the  government  so  long  as  it  is 
possible  to  retain  it,  yet  I  believe  that  the  people  at  this  moment 
*^  prepared  to  take  a  proper  tone,  if  the  government  will  give  it. 
'^'let  ig  about  to  sail  for  France  ;  and  I  understand  that  he  tells  his 

'Mr, Cabot  bad  sent  to  Mr.  Gore  a  copy  of  the  circular  letter  given 
■boTe,  p.  124. 
*  Thu  refen  to  the  letter  ja«t  givei,  addressed  to  Jeremiah  Smith. 
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amfidoHlt  thnt  Uiere  will  be  no  vkt.  but  that  evorv  tltin^  nill  be 
aoootumodain]  lu  *cnn  hk  he  urrivfK,  or  liiit  i«Uers  rvuch  ParU> 
Almost  all  llii>  Utah  of  Fntno;  Iihw  ht^lrl  tiji  the  iitea  tbnl  France 
woiUd  m»t  uiuke  war  iipou  us,  !iiil  only  pfttHtter  our  rcrtinifvrf  itt 
lA^ir  otrn  tiffrtirt  ad<1  to  puitiuli  dk  for  luiriii){  axcrilit^f^l  ilivir 
tiiteiv&M  in  tlie  Krilieh  treaty ;  but  I  am  well  persiisdtv]  that 
Atlvt  U  ^rrenllr  fU*n|>]>ointed  in  the  cITecl  uE  tht>ir  measures  upon 
tlie  ixmntry,  mihI.  alH>Te  all,  tlw  vS«icts  of  Pickering's  letter.' 

Yun  kiHMV  vL-rr  wdl  thiit  nil  power  taia  been  coDcentratin|[  in 
ttit;  ll(>iis«  of  Hcpre^cnuiives.  it  lim  mfttli:  grtnit  pnij^ress,  and 
ntuch  muAt  therefore  depend  npon  tbfni ;  and  they  dv|K:ii'I  Qpoa 
CiiilUiiii.  Yours  truly,  G.  CaBOT. 

Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

ItBooKUjiE,  ApHI  22,  t71*7. 

Mr  PEAK  Sin. —  Sin(-e  1  wrote  yoii  last,  Mr.  .'^n■wl  •  has 
rvtuniL'il  fixjiii  Nfw  York,  wht^re  h«  liiul  Ih-wi  lo  hiive  a  loafc 
iiitorvicw  with  Ailet,  wlm  is  alioiii  snilin^  for  France.  .Swau  \\M 
Btatcil  to  n  fmud  <jf  luinv  thnt  Adi'l  butt  no  expei-iutiou  of  a  war, 
but  relies  fully  thai  nil  mianntlerstandiiigit  will  be  cleared  up 
immedinLt^Iy  upon  hie  nrrival  in  Fntuci*.  or  upon  [be  nrrivnl  of  bi« 
letturs.  If  \w  hiiii^i-lf  fiuU.     T)iu*i  far  Mr.  Swan,  ulioiu  yuii  know. 

If  Ailft  doi->>  roiitide  bin  gfntiinc^nt*  to  Kw:in,  he  (^iinot  wUh 
cliem  to  rvmnin  secret.  It  is  coiiceJvabk  [bat  Adet  may  wiah  to 
see  the  influence  of  hio  nation  rfouvfrvd  by  a  coucilialory  conduct 
toward  \\\f  I'liiled  State's  :  Inn  it  k  more  probable  that  be  wi«he», 
by  excilinj;  tlii)<  idea  lit-iv,  lo  prevent  all  [>rc|>urau>ry  measures 
a^iinst  u  <Iitfi^n^iit  (.'oiKluct.  It  }iiu  Xxfew  a  Mli-ikiiig  artifice  iu  tb« 
RevolniionUls  to  divide  and  disann  tbose  they  intended  to  attack, 
by  leftdiii2  iheni  to  cx(iect  moderation  and  jiutice.  But,  in  every 
inntam-e  of  [intious  uiid  individuals,  llie  ercduluo!)  have  liecuuie 
viclima;  and  [  nuuiol  but  iVur  that  w<j,  too.  are  destined  to  ntiffer 
from  this  kind  of  fully.  It  is  lianUy  wllbiii  ]>OBsibility  UuU  iba 
Iluu-if)    of  UepvvtM5ntaliv(M  oliuuld  not  temporize  rather    tbnu  act 

■  The  n^lT  Iu  Atl«i'i  cbargfa  in  the  lett«r  to  our  mlDbler  al  Vvm, 
■Irvailj  rpfonvrt  to,  p.  tit 

>  Colontil  JampB  Sw«ii,  Hom  Hi  St'otlnnil,  \k  came  in  early  roath  to 
B»lon.  ll«  tcrved  tliruuKti  tli«  lUvolutimi  wiih  iltitiiivlitni,  and  was  a 
•Kt-allhy  merclianl  and  »rller  of  »ouii'  riuic.  Tint  Uit  flf Cwa  year*  of  hb 
ILft^  he  pawed  iu  a  ilchmr*'  jinMiii  in  I'uris. 
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with  decision,  nnless  new  events  occur  before  they  meet,  which 
ahall  rouse  them  by  routing  the  country. 

I  am  well  persuaded,  however,  that,  if  the  House  should  unite 
with  the  other  branches  in  measures  of  suitable  vigor,  the  country 
will  go  along  with  the  government,  and  support  it  with  coiuitancy. 
I  think,  too,  that  firmness  and  pnidence  wull  combined  would 
carry  us  safe  through  the  crisis,  and  that  France,  ujion  the  return 
of  adversity,  which  will  come,  will  respect  us  more  and  treat  us 
better.  She  now  despises  us,  as  she  does  all  who  do  not  resiijt  her ; 
and  she  always  respects  the  English  above  every  other  people. 

Tours  truly,  G.  CAnoT. 

At  an  early  period,  you  asked  of  me  "  what  the  people 
would  think  should  be  done  by  the  government  to  ward  oft  the 
impending  evils."  I  answered  then  that  they  would  take  their 
opinion  from  the  government,  if  the  government  has  one.  But  I 
ought  perhaps  to  state  to  you  now  that  the  expediency  of  sending 
an  envoy  is  more  generally  admitted  than  denied.  At  the  same 
time,  1  believe  it  is  expected  that  other  measures  of  preparation 
will  be  taken,  so  that  we  may  be  reatly  fur  the  worst  events.  I 
repeat  to  all  my  acquaintances  my  fears  that,  if  an  envoy  is  sent 
and  received,  the  French  will  completely  re-establish  their  undue 
influence  in  our  country. 

Cabot  to  "Wolcott. 

Brooklike,  May  12, 1707. 

Mt  dear  Sir,  —  Since  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  flth, 

*hich  was  handed  me  last  evening,  I  have  revolved  the  subject  of 

Hin  my  mind  as  frequenily  as  the  time  would  admit;  and  finally 

^  could  think  of  no  persons  in  this  State,  whose  names  I  would 

mention  for  commissioner  on  the  British  debts,  excejH  Mr.  JackHon,' 

"•o    supervisor,  or  my  quondam   colleague,    Mr.  Stnmg,      Both 

•fiese  gentlemen  deservedly  possess  the  public  confidence,  and  are 

"■Situated   to   those  patient  investigatious  which  the  office  may 

'*<iuire.     My  preference  would  be  for  Mr.  Jackson,  becjiusc,  ceteris 

P'^*'it»u,  treaty  makers  should  be  kept  free  from  the  imputations 

Jon&than  Jacknon,  of  Newburyport.  Ho  waa  for  many  yearn  pnirninont 
>i^  MKuRchuMtU  politics,  and  a  snccc-ssful  merchant.  Ik'  whs  iIic  failier  of 
•^S«  Jack«on,  of  the  MaaBauhudetts  Supreme  Court,  of  Dr.  .Fntncs  Jacktton, 
*^  of  Patrick  Tncy  Jackson,  the  eminent  niercliant  and  manufacturer. 
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of  deriving  inclivtdual  benefit  from  that  puUic  set.  In  everr  other 
poiut  at  viuvr,  Mr.  Strung  will  cIoulitlL-Hs  he  aii  unoxcL-jttionaMd 
character.  Wlielher  either  of  the  gwutlcmen  would  engufi*-'  iu  tbis 
serrico,  I  am  niiJiljle  lo  say;  biil.  I  will  try  lo  lutcertiiiu  Mr.  Jnck- 
ion'e  (lUposition.  un«]  inform  yon  hy  the  ticTt  post.  The  union 
of  tlie  four  couimi^ioaeni  ui  Uie  clw'ice  of  any  fifth  man  irould 
prolmbly  etrvngtlion  Uis  inclinntiott  to  aootrpt  the  oIRihs  a«  it  would 
place  him  in  a  situation  of  groat  rcspectahilltr,  attd  where  the  duly 
of  Impuriiality  n-uuld  bu  rcudurud  uusier  Crom  llio  peculiar  greal- 
ue«s  of  it*  ohli^!itiiin. 

I  am  five  miles  from  the  poiit-ofl^co,  ami  therefore  can  add 
aotliiug  to  lhe«e  first  impressiuiis  now;  but.  if  any  thing  furlber 
OGcnrs,  it  shall  follow  by  the  succeeding  pool. 

Yours  faithfully,  6.  Cauot. 


Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

Brooxlinb,  Hay  14, 179T. 

Mr  DKAR  SiH,  —  I  ihoHght  it  a  fuifilmeut  of  your  desir«j  to 
WKvrtaiii  whi:-chfr  Mr.  .IiickHon  would  t^ngiii^e  ax  a.  fifth  txiuimis- 
Houer,  if  he  wi-rt)  inviltnl,  I  iheiefnrfi  ooiiiinii[iK-at<-d  to  him  the 
Bttbstance  of  ymir  inquiry,  and  .added  that  I  had  mentioned  his 
name  to  my  correHjFondent  at  Philadelphia,  at  one  that  might  be 
compared  with  others  ;  hut  h«  readily  dcadcd  that  it  would  be  im- 
po)ii«ihlH  for  him  tu  execute  the  commiswon,  if  it  ithuuld  Ik.*  offerwl, 
alleging,  among  wther  ivnsoni*,  that.  hi«  ufate  of  h<-,illh  forbid*  a 
jouroey  southwunl.  mid  ttial  the  tninhieiii  of  hi»  preiteiit  office  (not 
perfectly  ordered  by  his  predecessor)  would  reijuire  the  careful 
luhor  of  Kevernl  monlliN  to  arrange  witli  propriety. 

I  take  it  for  granted  thnt  your  infentidn  in  lo  form  a  list  of  the 
beet  names,  and  fruni  these  lo  Helena  the  most  Hutlublu  character. 
If,  however,  it  should  be  thought  expedient  to  take  a  man  in  thbt 
part  of  the  Union,  I  tliiiik  Brother  Strong  unites  excellent  <]uall- 
ties  for  the  otliL-e.  He  it)  happy  iit  a  mo<.lerHtioD  of  manner,  tthicb 
has  prevenlftd  his  linnne^n  of  purjiose  from  giving  offen«^,  nnd 
therefore  may  cunciliatu  the  good  opinion  of  the  South,  while  he 
highly  enjoyti  that  of  the  North. 

Very  respectfully  and  affectionately, 

I  remmu  your  cuiuttiuit  frieud, 

G.  Cabot. 
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Cabot  to  "Wolcott. 

Brookline,  May  16, 1797. 
Mr  DEAR  Sir,  —  Almost  all  men  seem  finally  to  expect  that  an 
envoy  extraordinary  is  to  be  sent  to  France ;   but  no  one  has 
attempted  to  show  the  propriety  of  such  a  step,  except  that  its 
tendency  is  to  unite  the  country  eventually.     I  had  one  conversa- 
tion  with  Ames   upon  this  subject,  in  which   he   supported   the 
meaj^ure,  chiefly  on    the  ground  that  without  it  the  government 
could  do  nothing,  and  with  it  might  be  brought  to  prepare  for  an 
ultimate  efficient  defence.     After  all  I  have  heard  and  all  I  have 
been  able  to  imagine,  my  mind  is  still  as  unsatisfied  as  at  first.     I 
often  asb  myself  what  instructions  can  be  given  to  the  new  min- 
ister, that  will  not  immediately  bring  us  to  issue  with  France.     To 
say  that  he  shall  not  enter    the  Republic,  until  a  recognition  is 
promised,  is  making  a  point  at  the  outset,  which,  while  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney  remains  alone  at  the  door,  may  be  possibly  avoided.     And  yet 
I  can  have  no  idea  of  an  envoy  being  put  on  any  other  terms. 
Again,  is  it  possible  that  an  acknowledgment  can  he  made  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  Mof  they  have  done  wrong  towards  France  f 
If  they  were  disposed  to  make  such  an  acknowledgment  in  general 
terms,   it  would  be   impossible   to  point  out  the   particular  case. 
Even  our  Jacobins  are  brought  to  confess  that  the  United  States 
have  done  nothing  which  they  had  not  good  right  to  do;  but  they 
complain  that  our  government  did  not  forbear  to  do  what  (though 
right  in  itself)  must  hare  been  known  would  displease  our  allies, 
uid  BO  make  them  quarrel  with  us,  or  rather  punish  us.     Again, 
can  we  send  a  minister  without  instructing  him,  when  received  by 
the  French,  to  ask  of  them  so?ne  reparation  for  all  the  injuries 
their  agents  and  servants  have  done  us  ?     If  not  to  these  ends,  to 
'hat  does  the  mission  aim  ?     France  is  acting  as  I  have  seen  a 
cunning  knave  in  private  life,  —  first  commit  the  most  insnlTerable 
"•juries,  and  then  take  the  high  ground  of  complainant.     In  such 
*<S3e,  no  good  can  come  from  an  act  which  will  place  the  injured 
Vny  in  the  attitude  of  entreaty,  weakness,  and  fear.     I  still  wish 
"were  possible  for  our  country  to  assume  a  dignified  countenance, 
""i,  without  provoking  hostilities,  prepare  to  rejiel  them.     I  am 
**U  persuaded,  if  we  could  do  this,  all  would  be  well.     The  hope 
of  reducing  us  within,  or  coercing  us  without,  would  Ixj  extinct ;  and 
trance  would  not  then  suppose  it  for  her  interest  to  quarrel  with 
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MS.  It  cannot  lie  detiied  lli^t  tlic  people  wish  to  aroi.!  new  Iaxm, 
Riiil  e«[)miillv  iiiiti  iipciu  luiiil:  liut  thu  rupidil}'  with  whicli  tbe 
pe<,>iiie  hjive  *.vuie  to  a  rigln  way  of  thinking  ud  Fruucli  poHtioi 
leaiU  me  to  believe  that  nlmost  any  tneoMires  the  governntcnt  may 
take  ivoiUd  he  npprovcrl,  and  e«pecuUly  if  nccomjMUiLnl  wiili  im 
HiUtretfcs  i4i  the  |MN>|ile,  expliiitiiug  the  iieoe*uty  ami  [lointiii^  to  Uiu 
puhliti  t]an}^?r.  Hut,  nfter  all,  mjr  gn-atVAC  relianca  ia  Uulc  Gi¥:it 
itrituiu  ivtll  ki'L'ji  thu  uiuiiHlvr  M.  huy,  uutil  bu  debtm^a  hiinwtf  or 
brcomcs  \vx»  <hin<;vr'in»  to  uth«r»;  uiirl  I  ojiiiiiiit  b«hc've  Ihut  any 
vms»iUvle»  iti  thu  internnl  afFiiirsof  Kii>!;1[i»d  will  MMMihly  dimini^ 
their  naval  iilreugth,  or  divert  its  applicatioEu  as  long  as  Fmiica 
remains  fonuiiluhlc.  England  rortuinlr  [HNuewies  fthuiulant  means 
of  ovory  kind  lu  dt-fvnd  hvrsulf  ii^iisl  Fnuioet  aod  us  iiuiiiy  nf  tbe 
|iowvrH  uti  tlic  cxiiiliiR-nt  an  Fruticv  ciiti  i.i>mpul  to  net  as  uuxiliarit^. 
I  shrill  not  believe  tl)>6refore,  until  1  ^t-e  it,  thut  Euglitiid  n-iJl  t-i<;ld 
in  the  pnMeitt  coutceL  Mr,  Krskine,  Sir.  Wml'ltngtoiu  uud  somd 
thoMHHndit  of  i.>ClH^n«,  will  try  at  t^vi^ry  |)«mNl  of  minfortuiie  to 
dtK|il.-i[-i:  lh»  niiiu^ti'Cf);  hnl  the  >;t)vi)rnim>nt.  the  lundcd  att  well  u 
othur  property  o£  the  uation,  the  wvijrht  of  dtarwiler,  luul  eweu- 
tifllly  thu  l>otIy  of  the  iinttori.  must  iknd  do  hutfc  Franco,  and  will 
under  all  circuoutanccs  fight  France  as  long  as  thuy  can. 

Farewell.  G.  Cabot. 

TOESDAT,  Mjiv  10. 

Sinoe  writing  the  ]ireced)ng,  I  faave  received  a  luttor  from  Mr. 
Kin^,  hy  nhirli  it  Hjijieai'S  that  lie  considnn  iht;  hite^  proci-fvlin^ 
in  Kn^Und  lu  a  fair  commencompnt  of  a  paper-money  nyMem.  It 
wtu  evident  to  uti  all  that,  if  the  stoppage  of  paymeut  in  gold  and 
silver  were  not  merely  a  thing  of  a  clay,  and  resulting  from  cam«« 
in  tlioir  nature  of  short  dnnuion,  a  palter  c-urri-uoy  mni^i  take 
pluvt;;  but  w  any  way  of  uiauugiug  thubs  uuuvoidublc  <UtiicuJt(e» 
le«8  haziirdouk? 


Cabot  to  Pickering. 

Brookusk.  M«7  22. 17W. 
Mt  deah  Sib,  —  I  thank  you  sincerely  for  llie  copy  of  the 
Presideui's  n)e>»age  with  il«  uciHJCQpauiments  from  your  office, 
vhicli  you  were  iio  ^ockI  m  to  apikI  me.  It  Ir  abundantly  evidenl 
HOW  tluLt  the  fin^t  opinion  t  formed  wa<i  a  just  one,  of  tlie  benefit 
which  tbe  comoiuaity  would  derive  from  your  l«tt«r  to  Mr.  Plnrk* 
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ney.  The  French  disease  will  yield  to  powerful  discatients,  if  to 
any  thing. 

We  are  all  channed  with  the  speech  of  the  President,  and  I 
am  persuaded  this  part  of  the  conntry  will  support  the  policy  he 
indicates. 

Accept  my  unfeigned  regards,  and  be  assured  of  my  highest 
esteem.  G.  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  TVolcott. 

Brooklise,  May  31, 1797. 
Mt  df.ar  Sir.  —  If  it  were  doubtful  whether  the  government 
conld  give  a  tone  to  the  nation,  I  think  the  eJTect  of  the  Presi- 
dent's speech  is  a  proof  of  its  truth. 

AU  the  Federalists,  and  manjf  others,  approve  highly  the  style  he 
has  used,  and  swear  to  support  him.  Still,  however,  we  look  with 
anxiety  for  the  address  of  the  House,  as  it  shall  finally  pass;  for, 
if  the  representatives  fall  off,  they  will  be  followed  by  many  of  the 
people. 

Our  Legislatore  assembles  this  day,  and  it  is  expecteil  they  will 
express  their  coincidence  of  opinion  with  the  President.  With  a 
hope  to  stimulate  them  to  this  proper  conduct,  I  threw  into  the 
*■  Centinel "  of  this  date  a  piece  signed  "  One  of  the  American  Peo- 
ple."' When  thia  is  done,  I  shall  hope  you  will  think  my  apostle- 
>hip  may  be  suspended  as  no  longer  necessary,  and  I  hope  you  will 
be  persuaded  that  I  have  faithfully  executed  the  trust.  We  are 
told,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  tnie,  that  our  eastern  district  will  send 
>  recruit  to  the  Federal  party,  by  electing  Parker  instead  of 
Dearborn. 

Brother  Kllsworth,  a  few  days  since,  made  us  a  friendly  visit 

"''three  or  four  hours,  and  gave  us  a  more  realizing  view  of  your 

*>niily  than  we  had  enjoyed  for  a  long  tinae.     We  are  to  see  him 

''j?ain  to-morrow  evening.     He  perceives  with  some  triumph  that 

'">'  political  faith  has  been  a  little  strengthened  by  the  manifesta- 

tions  of  right  temper  among  the  people  since  the  publication  of  the 

'peech.    If  Congress  should  be  disposed  to  do  all  that  they  ought, 

■^  tr-uat  they  will  rescue  us  from  the  continued  disgrace  of  starving 

fir    public  officers;  and,  when  this  happens,  I  shall  hope  you  will 

'*'"«  it  in  your  power  to  draw  every  good  man  you  need  as  an 

1  See  below,  r-  &dl- 
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naxilisry  tn  your  departnienl,  and  ttint  rou  nill  no  Inn^r  dclaj  to 
exfic-l  tt  cnmiiiiasioiitd  Iraitor.'  Kx])cclatiim  biu  Im^ii  alive  »>iiioe 
the  appu:iniiu<«  uf  an  infamoui;  ktier,  aa  it  is  caUrd;  but,  /or  tnf 
own  part,  wliethirr  the  k-tter  was  writlwi  by  tb«  person  to  nhr>D] 
It  i»  imputed  or  not,  I  «hoiili)  nliray^  bavei  beliercd  tho  HontimrtiU 
are  preniscl):  tlioae  he  tiuLttitniii!.  Intleed,  ihe  niUiL-k  bu  Dtndv  pnli- 
Jicl^'  upou  Arlauie,  in  his  uutu  lo  a  printer,  wus  no  Ii-hh  ^ciuiUaluuE. 
Iti  all  tlieAe  thitijjn,  I  (WroiitU  su'knowle't^  tbc  hanil  uf  Provi- 
(]i!iii!«:  11(1(1.  if  I  wouM  be  ptrsiiailftl  ibiit  «•«  tl^ercf  xXwaeVlnA  iriter- 
fereoceis  I  ci^uld  b«  as  ens/  as  some  of  our  fri«iicls. 

G.  Cabot, 

Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

nunnxLisi,  June  27, 1707. 

Mt  t>ear  SiR.^I  bare  jtist  rdtnrnp*]  from  a  circuilouM  joiir- 
ney  of  ftmr  buiiflrwl  miles,  wbicb  has  oonipied  SRVpntcpn  or  eigh- 
teen days.  Your  favor  of  Uia  dtb  I  fuuud  upon  my  table  al  my 
arrival   here. 

In  paA-tinj;  up  the  Mcrriniac  and  down  iho  Conncctient,  one 
hundreil  and  fifty  inili?«  on  eiu-h  river,  I  foitrid  thv  pt-opld  eTerjT- 
H-hi?rE?  niHiiiljiiiiiiij;:  iiinrt^  just  neiilinietits  uf  our  politirnl  affatrt 
than  t  liiid  (xinceivod  possible  after  bo  mucli  pains  hiul  1x«n  tdkcu 
to  niiitlencl  ihem. 

At  ConroM,  T  wtu  In  the  llnnsc  of  Rcpretwntativefl  when  tbo 
addrpRS  in  auswcT  Ui  fioveruor  GiluiHu's  fi]ic'i!t.'Ii  was  di.sriis.4pd  ;  and 
I  can  awtiirp  yon  I  n(?vcr  »iiw  in  nn^  rusfiiiMi/  bo  much  of  the  right 
sort  of  Amei-iran  Biitrit.  Of  one  hnndri>d  and  thirty-one  members, 
tliece  were  not  nrnre  (haii  four  nr  tire  Iniutud  with  Jurohiniimt 
and  although  HTPulyM-ijihL  vntod  a^riiiiisL  the  nihln!"S»,  vel  moivt  of 
theBC  anted  iipin  tbn  prliinph;  of  nrnimnio4latin^  the  four  or  five 
who  profeswd  to  deslnj  only  a  little  kfs  force  in  the  exprcftsioa 
of  trhat  edl  agrt^  teas  the  piihfie  tentiment.  In  Itic  Upper  Honse 
there  vrn»  eigtial  union  and  gplrit;  and  I  am  iHiTViuidt-d  nineteen* 
twentieths  of  tbe^e  men  would  have  marched,  with  (tuvemor  Gil- 
man  at  thi^ir  head,  npon  .n  mament'&  call,  tn  defend  the  oounLrv  and 
ite  g<ivprnrai?nt  agiiiubt  Fmnct?.  —  aa  Stark  and  his  follnwerA  did 
to  repel  tlie  British  in  1777.    When  I  came  into  Venuout,  I  found 

'  Till*  rofer*  lo  TmicIi  Cose,  alinnlr  iifler  dUmlMt-d  by  WolcoU  for  oAl* 
cial  mixmniliK^t  See  p.  118.  See  alio  Admiaistradoiu  of  Wathin^on  and 
Adama,  IL  0,  9. 
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the  same  temper  and  spirit ;  so  that  I  cotild  not  forbear  to  conclude 
that  the  disaffection  id  Boston  and  its  vicinity  is  almost  all  that 
exists  in  New  England,  for  I  consider  the  paltry  opposition  of 
Portsmouth  as  only  sufficient  to  blow  the  fire  of  patriotism  in  the 
rest  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire. 

I  have  seen  by  the  newspapers  that  Ames  was  nominated  for  a 
fifth  commissioner.  I  should  have  mentioned  him  with  the  first 
men,  if  I  had  not  considered  his  ill-health  as  a  total  disqualifica- 
tion. I  had  just  visited  him,  and  he  appeared  too  feeble  to  attend 
to  business  of  any  sort. 

We  resist  the  French  successfully  in  our  own  country,  but  they 
beat  us  in  Europe.  If  England  revolves,  our  tranquillity  must  be 
disturbed ;  but  I  still  hope  and  confide  that  England  ut  every  sup- 
potable  condition  will  command  the  ferry,  and  that  interest  and 
pride  will  always  stimulate  her  to  keep  the  French  boata  from 
passing.  .  ,  .  Your  unfeigned  friend, 

G.  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  Pickering. 

Brooklixe,  Oct.  i,  17B7. 
Dear  Sir,  —  I  am  greatly  obliged  to    you  for  the  pamphlet 
Ton  sent  me,  aa  I  felt  a  strong  desire  to  see  the  argument  which 
should  prove  conclusively  that  the  ktiight  would  be  a  knave,  if  he 
"Was  not  by  nature  a  fool.^ 

I  am  perauaded  this  subject  stands  pretty  well  in  the  public 
■riew  already  ;  but  I  am  nevertheless  convinced  that,  since  the  policy 
of  France  has  dragged  our  executive  into  the  street,  it  is  best  to 
niake  the  people  who  are  there  understand  that  we  are  wholly 
^ght,  aud  our  accusers  altogetlier  wrong. 

1  hope  therefore  your  letter  will  be  communicated  to  Congress, 
^at  it  may  be  regularly  published. 

lu  a  late  letter  from  Mr.  Gore,  he  informs,  me  that  the  office 
"f  consul  will  soon  be  vacated  by  the  return  of  Mr.  Johnson  to 
Maryland;  and,  as  it  is  of  much  public  importance  that  the  consul- 
>Dij>  in  aucjj  ^  gjty  as  London  should  be  well  tilled,  he  expresses  a 

■■  Thia  refers  to  a  letter  from  Pickering  to  the  Chcvnlier  dc  Ynijo,  the 
Sp«.»^iih  minigter.  Yrujo  had  become  unpopular  from  \m  lilicl  suils  Hpiiiint 
C<>t»liett,  His  intrigues  with  the  Democrats  also  (tnve  a  peculiar  zist  i»  this 
■nai-p  gtate   paper,  which   Pickering  aftcrwanla  trannmilli'il    to  Cimgrcss 

*>t>i  hii  official  report.     See,  for  full  account.  Life  and  Works  of  Pickering, 

UI.  SBMU  inclusive. 
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solicitude  that  among  the  candidates  the  best  should  be  selected. 
HiB  own  opinion  is  decidedly  in  iavor  of  Mr.  Williams,^  our  consul 
at  Hamburg,  who  he  thinks  would  accept  the  trust.  I  have 
formerly  expressed  to  you  my  opinion,  and  that  of  the  commercial 
men  who  know  him  in  this  quarter ;  and  I  repeat  that  his  sound 
understanding  and  well-established  character  and  principles  render 
him  in  my  estimation  highly  deserving  of  public  confidence. 

I  rejoice  that  at  this  period  of  distress  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia^ you  and  your  family  are  so  remote  from  the  scene  ;  and, 
wherever  you  may  be,  I  pray  for  the  welfare  of  you  and  yours, 
being,  with  sincere  esteem  and  afiection. 

Your  faithful  friend,  George  Cabot. 

'  See  above,  p.  10&,  note. 

'  This  refers  to  the  yellow  fever,  which  raged  with  great  violence  in 
Fhiladelphia  during  the  eummer  of  1797.  Despite  his  precaution,  Colonel 
Pickering  lost  a  cliild  from  the  disease. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

1798. 

D&<:? lines  SecreUiyghip  of  NaTj.  —  Renewed  Political  Activity.  —  Affair  of 
*i»e  Major-Generali.  —  Opinion  of  Gerry  and  &tarshall.  —  Correspondtnce. 

Ihe  winter  of  1797-1798  in  Philadelphia  passed  away 

iir^xnarked,  except  by  the  ever^increasing  bitterness  of  party 

hostility.      Meanwhile,   the   American   envoys,    in   Paris, 

weire  subjected  to  the  insults  and  intrigues  of  Talleyrand. 

I^«:>    definitive  tidings  came  from  them  until  March,  when 

the  President  sent  a  message  to  Congress,  announcing  that 

the  negotiation  had  failed,  and  that  the  country  must  arm. 

Tbe  Federalists  received  the  message  with  exultation  ;  and, 

though  Jefferson  at  once  pronounced  it  "  insane,"  the  oppo- 

Bition  was  for  the  moment  demoralized.      But  they  soon 

frilled;  and  although  so  keenly  alive  to  the  dignity  of  the 

(^untry,  so  sensitive  to  British  insults,  ao  bellicose  even  in 

1^&4,  they  were  now  filled  with  a  generous  enthusiasm 

^0^  peace  and  moderation.     A  series  of  dilatory  resolutions 

^^r-e  introduced,  and  in  the  course  of  the  debate  a  call  was 

wa<le  for  papers  and  despatches.     The  amiable  Giles,  by 

*«08e  exertions  the  demand  was  made  as  sweeping  as  possi- 

"^^t  little  imagined  the  result  of  his  request ;  for  the  Presi- 

"^'it,  in  reply  to  the  call,  sent  to  Congress  the  famous 

■^-    Y.  Z.  letters,  and  in  a  moment  the  whole  country  was 

*fla.me.    The  now  famous  cry,  "Millions  for  defence,  not 

°'>^    cent  for  tribute,"  rose  on  all  aides.     Opposition  faded 

ftw'a.j^  and  even  Jefferson  quailed  before  the  storm. 

■Ciy  the  tone  of  the  President's  message,  Mr.  Cabot  was 
'^^scd  to  renewed  exertions.     He  again  strove  by  every 


114 


LIFE   AND  I.ETTEUS  OP  GEORGE  CABOT. 


[1706. 


means,  hj  articles  in  the  papers  aiid  by  petvonal  exhorta- 
tions, to  aumulato  public  feeling  j  and  he  regariltttl  the 
publit-atiai)  of  tJie  X.  Y.  Z.  letCei'K  m  a  moat  fortunate  event 
for  the  country.  The  attitude  of  France  thus  disclosed 
•was  no  surprise  to  him,  and  h\tt  only  feelmg  vraa  one  o( 
profouiul  ttatisfaction  tliat  the  true  character  and  feeling 
of  the  French  should  be  brought  home  &o  forcibly  to  the 
American   peojile. 

The  strpnj^li  of  the  popuhir  indignation  enabled  the 
Federalists  to  make  provision  for  an  army  and  navy,  and  to 
establish  a  ftuparatw  dejKUlmerit  for  tlit*  Iattt»r  branch  of  the 
sen'ice.  To  the  new  secretaryship  thus  created,  Mr.  Cabot 
was  appointed.  Mr.  Adams  said  subsequently,  in  bis  letters 
to  the  "Uoston  Fatridt,"  "I  ufterwanlH  nominated  Mr. 
Cabot  to  be  Sepretarj'  of  the  Navy,  a  station  as  useful,  as 
important,  and  as  honorable  as  the  other,'  and  for  vi-bich  he 
was  eminently  cjuaUriod."  '  Mr.  Cabot's  name  was  at  once 
Bent  to  tlie  Senate,  aud  cunliruied  without  oppoiiition.  The 
ooraniisfsiou  was  made  out,  aud  immediately  forwarded 
to  him  by  Colonel  Pickering,  togctlier  with  a  private 
letter  warmly  nrging  his  acceptance  of  the  post.  Mr. 
Cabot's  honest  belief  in  liis  own  unfitness,  combinetl  with 
his  dislike  of  publicity  and  great  natural  indolence.  Wl  hira 
to  rufuM-  iin  oiWi'M  for  which  he  was  well  auited  and  in  which 
ho  might  have  renitered  important  servicies.  The  reasons 
alleged  in  hh  letter  certainly  do  not,  it  must  be  confessed, 
justify  the  refusal  of  such  an  apEioiutiuent  at  such  a  time, 
althougli  for  his  own  comfort  and  peace  of  mind,  csjHicially 
tu  view  of  aflur  eventa.  it  was  well  tliut  he  declined  as  be 
did.  Fortunately,  too,  neither  the  administration  nor  the 
country  was  enilmrra.'^sed  by  his  refusal,  since  his  successor,' 
Mr.  StotUlert,  proved  himself  in  every  respect  an  able  aud 
efficient  officer. 

'  That  (if  envoy  to  Frnnt*. 
*  Wttik*  of  Joliii  A'lariiB.  IX  287. 

■  I  my  iiiici?ei>i>nr.  Iktumiv  Mr.  I.'nliot  tiotiin1lyh«M  ihe  o(Bc«  forftBhinlh; 
SDi]  ]ti>  niuiiv  itMidB  Brat  on  the  H>t  of  tucrtlarit*  oi  the  iWTjr. 
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By  the  diaclosuro  of  nil  the  secrets  of  the  npRotintiona, 

(lie  infammis  (Ipmaiids  of  thfi  Frpttch  were  at  l-'wt  understood 

throughout  tho  country.     Addresses,  mnnifesting  a.  choroiij^h 

popidar  appreciation  of  hU  vigorous  {policy,  jioured  in  upon 

the  President;  and  this  phatMj  of  public  sentlnieut,  sm  may 

be  seen  by  hi»  letters  to  \\'6!c<>tt.  of  course  afforded  to  Jlr. 

Cabnt  the  greatest  ]jossihlo  fjratifieation.     The  President  n>- 

plied  to  these  addresses  with  tlip-  greatest  fervor,  aiiH  pushed 

with  vigor  the  warlike  p re jia rations.     The  most  ini[>ortaiit 

husineas  \raa  of  conrs«  the  organization  of  the  provisional 

army  ;  and  to  but  one  man  eould  this  duty  be  entrusted. 

Washin^on,  summoned  from  retirumeiit  by  the  univerital 

•fllemnnd  of  the  people,  ace>?pted  the  new  task,  on  condition 

ihiit  he  should   not  be  called  into  active  seirice  until  hos- 

'tilitie»  fairly  began,  and  that  lie  should  be  allowed  to  n;une 

■the  general  officers.     To  these   conditions   the    Presiclent 

assented  :  and  Wnshin^on  sent  In  n  list,  which  gave  llamil* 

'Con  the  first  place,  Pint-kney  the  sei*<md,  iind  Kiiov  the  tliinl. 

In  ihiR  order,  too,  the  nominations  were  sc-nt  to  the  Senate, 

x^nd  by  them  confirmw!.     Against  this  ai-rangement  Knox 

rebelled,  demanding  the  first  place;  and   Mr.  Adams  not 

ouly  listened  to  liiii  remonstrances,  but  seemed  inclined  to 

yield  to  bis  requests.     Such  a  change  in  the  position  of  the 

miijor-j^teni'rala  was  wholly  indefensible,  technically  as  well 

as  pf.litically.  and  was  nlso  incon»iHt4'nt  in  principle  wirh 

the  other  appointments  which  Mr.  Adams  was  then  daily 

making'.     Kven  if  Hamilton  was  regarded  with  indilTerence 

b\'the  masses  of  the  party,  he  was  no  le»s  the  first  clioiee 

<^'  Washington  tlian  of  tlie  Federalist  leaden  throughout 

'l'*oountrv;  and  it  should  be  remembered  that  those  were 

tlie  days  of  leaders,  and  when  thoy  were  satisfied  tlic  rest 

^  the  partv  generally  follower!  them,  without  much  delay. 

'^'Kn,  on  the  other  hand,  had  no  strength  in  the  party,  and 

'""Ulities  was  certainly  far  inferior  to  Hamilton.     To  [mt 

'"■n  &t  the  head  of  the  list,  therefon%  conduced  neither  to 

W^  imity  nor  to  the  good  of  the  public  service.     Even  to 

10 
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liint  at  ttiicli  a  changi*  ^as  a  grinvons  mUtfiki* ;  and  one  ts 
at  -A  loM  to  know  vihy  Mr.  Adams  slioutd  have  committed  it. 
The  only  apjiarent  eoliition  is  that  Mr.  AdamsV  deeply 
rootvd  dtrslike  mid  ditttruist  uf  Htuniltoiit  iutiauied  by  Knox 
nnd  fitimiihitcd  by  the  opportunity,  llared  up,  and  found^k 
this  rhnn>;c  uf  iiuik  n  daii;^rDUB  expression.  ^| 

Mr.  Cabot,  of  course,  mliarcd  in  the  alai-m  excit«d  among 
the  leading  Federalists  by  this  sudden  disposition  on  the 
President's  part.  ^Must  anxious  for  party  harmony,  he 
wrote  to  ChQ  Trosident,  not  only  urging  iiaiuiltou^s  claim 
to  tho  first  pluc:e,  but  RHpeeiully  preg^in^'  on  Iuh  atten- 
tion the  grave  danger  of  serious  party  ilissensions,  if  a 
change  were  now  mnde.  Whether  Mr.  Adams,  despite 
representations  of  this  sort  from  all  sidesi,  woiihl  still  liar© 
persi-ited  cannot  he  determined ;  but  a  voice  which  no 
American  at  that  day  dared  to  disregard  was  now  heanl  to 
demand  thai  the  original  order  of  appointments  ahonld 
remsiin  untouched.  Mr.  .\dains  ylehleii  to  the  request  of 
Washington,  and  the  threatened  quarrel  was  averted,  but 
unhappily  not  forgotten.  Mr.  Cabot  was  greatly  disturbed 
by  the  whole  affair,  and  strove  in  every  way  to  allay  the 
nngry  feelings  whieh  had  been  excited.  His  one  tliought 
\ri\3  for  liis  ])(irty  and  its  policy,  so  greatly  endangered  by 
the  stniggie  for  rank. 

While  this  affair  was  in  progress,  Gerry  returned  from 
France ;  find  his  intimacy  with  the  Preadent  awakened 
suspicions  that  he  had  a  hand  in  changing  the  rehilive  posi- 
tiouH  of  the  major-generals,  (ierry  was  also  verj'  justly  dis- 
trusted on  account  of  his  inexplicable  and  dubious  conduct 
while  in  Parist;  ko  that  the  FeileraHats,  well  aware  of  the 
President's  strange  partiality  for  him,  watched  his  course 
with  extreme  anxiety.  Mr.  Adams'a  hasty  and  unguarded 
utterances  with  reference  to  French  affairs  were  widely 
circulated ;  and  theae,  together  with  hia  ap^Mirent  de- 
sire to  screen  Gerry  and  his  local  separation  from  his 
cabinet,  were  topics  which  occupied  Mr.  Cabgt'a  thoughts 
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and  filled  his  letters  during  the  latter  part  of  this  year. 
Then,  as  always,  he  especially  dreaded  any  conduct  which 
might  give  to  the  poUcy  and  actions  of  the  administra- 
tion the  least  appearance  of  weakness,  indecision,  or  dis- 
sension. 

One  other  subject,  frequently  referred  to  in  the  letters 
of  1798,  offers  a  curious  example  of  the  rigidity  with 
which  party  lines  were  then  drawn.  Congress  bad,  be- 
fore their  adjournment  the  previous  summer,  passed  the 
famous  alien  and  sedition  laws,  which  were  generally  ac- 
cepted by  the  administration  and  its  supporters  as  very 
wholesome  measures.  One  of  tlie  wisest  and  coolest  of 
the  Federalists,  however,  John  Marshall,  then  just  on  the 
threshold  of  his  great  career,  expressed  in  the  "  Freeiiolder  " 
his  opposition  to  these  laws.  His  party  friends  were  dis- 
mayed, and  so  much  feeling  was  aroused  that  any  de- 
fence of  him  was  very  ill  received.  Ames  says :  "  John 
Marshall,  with  all  his  honors  in  blossom  and  bearing  fruit, 
answers  some  newspaper  queries  unfavorably  to  those  laws. 
Geoi^  Cabot  says  that  Otis,  our  representative,  condemns 
lim  ore  rotundo,  yet,  inconsistently  enough,  sedulously  de- 
clares his  dislike  of  those  laws.  George  Cabot  vindicates 
John  Marshall,  and  stoutly  asserts  his  soundness  of  Federal- 
ism. I  deny  it."  ^  Ames  was  by  no  means  the  sternest  of 
party  men ;  and  yet  he  was  amazed  apparently  that  Mr. 
Cabot  should  defend  any  one  convicted  of  so  bad  a  lapse 
from  grace  as  MarshaU.  Indeed,  Mr.  Cabot  himself  speaks 
in  a  rather  deprecating  tone,  even  while  he  defends  Mar- 
sfaall  most  stoutly.  With  all  their  great  virtues  and  abilities, 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  dogmatism  about  the  Federalists 
of  that  day. 

1  Works  of  Fiiber  AmeB,  XL  218. 
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Cabot  to  Pickkrixg. 

Brookmitb,  0th  JAiiami7, 1708. 

Mt  iif*R  Rtn,  —  TTip  bnrc  pniwiliilir^  tlial  j-on  m»y  not  haro 
received  from  iiny  other  liflml  Lonl  Malraesburj-'s  negutjation  ia- 
ducea  me  Ut  tranfitnil  the  enoloAed  pjtper. 

My  letter  from  Kii^Iand  annouiKca  the  cxpftct-atlon  there  that 
ill*'  ariuB  i)(  thf  Fruiidi  UfjiiibUu  aru  iifst  to  hv  employed  ia 
refiiirinif  Sftin  to  i/ir  J'lrm  of  a  prorinrr,  in  CxpwiijLtiiig  Pi>rtiiK«l 
from  the  catnli>i;iie  i>f  iialjons.  «th1  In  siihvertiii^  and  plundering 
Hamburg  nml  Di/iimnrk,  Like  the  Romnns,  irhom  they  imitate, 
war  (inil  rapine  arc  neoes^ary  to  their  pxistenco:  and  if  ihe  tnodera 
Canhii;;)-  doet^  iitht  rL-Htnun  thi^m.  and  ther  remain  uuited.  doubtless 
lliey  will  rt'volutioaizo  the  whole  civilized  world,  and  we  mast 
Again  fljjht  for  our  indepen'lonce,  or  lo«e  iu  If.  however,  EnglAnd 
U  uoL  dexiroyert  by  iiiteniiil  fuction,  hUq  nlll  lie  able  lo  keep  ihe 
nKiii<(lr-i->t  in  iheir  den  iiiit.il  lln-y  ilevour  eiuli  i>llier.  Accept,  m; 
dear  sir,  my  unteigned  wishes  for  the  welfare  of  you  and  all 
yours.  G.  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  Wolcott. 


Bkooxms*,  J»ii.  19, 1708. 

Mr  DRAR  Str,  —  T  rejoice  tt*  hoar  that  you  have  finally  ex- 
pelled a  traitor  from  tJi«  Treasury,  wlio  uevur  deserved  to  havo 
I»een  tnistwl.'  TIk;  tidr-raliiin  of  mieh  A  fi-IIiiw  in  ofTuv  iirit^r  hu 
duptirity  was  known  imlicAtes  truly  a  weaknesa  in  the  government, 
and  1  have  never  yet  believed  that  this  kitid  of  policy  wu  wi*e. 
Let  the  Kiivernment  !«•  just  and  upright  In  everj- thing;  but  the 
liijilier  it  holdR  its  linud.  the  uuire  people  will  look  up  to  it.  white, 
if  it  aliases  itself  eveu  by  the  iifTefUiliim  of  humility,  it  will  ••er- 
tniiily  he  despised  and  trampled  under  the  feet  of  barbarous 
Detnocrate. 

I  have  late  letter*  from  Europe,  which  mention  the  deoigns 
of  Frani^e  to  plunder  llainlmrg  and  inv.idi>  Denmark,  and  that 
Prussia  is  buj^inuin^  to  fenin'ni.  with  Jacobin  leaven,  which,  if  it 
works  jKiwerfully,  i«  to  be  ftcrompanied  by  a  Jacobin  invasion. 
Tliese  projeclH.  with  thn»e  meditated  a^inttt  Bpain  and  Porlii^, 
are  fculficient  to  orTiipy  tlie  Parisian  horde  till  a  new  convulsion 
niay  call  them  to  their  ovra  dens.     In  the  meoii  time,  we  are  Isaru* 

*  T«nch  CoxD  Bgnlo. 
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ing  something,  though  slowly,  on  this  interesting  subject.  I  keep 
mj  house,  but  eometimes  scribble  for  the  good  of  others.  In  the 
first  page  of  the  "  Mercury,"  I  appear  as  "  A  Sincere  Lover  of  aiy 
Country,"  and  am  preparing  to  appear  again  as  a  "  Political  Moni- 
tor." '     Thus  you  see  I  try  to  help  a  little  in  the  good  cause. 

YoMxa  Jideliler,  G.  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  Pickehing. 

Brookliite,  Feb.  9, 1798. 
Mr  DEAR  Sir,  —  I  can't  say  that  I  am  much  grieved  at  the 
attack  made  on  you  in  Bache's  paper.*  "  Improbis  vituperari 
laudari  est."  So  that  there  is  as  much  sweet  as  bitter  in  the 
potion  that  is  served  up.  Besides,  every  government  has  its  weak 
ffldes,  and  ours  has  many :  it  is  but  just,  therefore,  its  enemies 
fihDiild  attack  those  points  from  which  they  are  easily  repelled,  and 
I  have  often  been  proud  to  see  that  the  close  texture  of  many  of 
our  public  characters  was  impervious.  Your  friends  laugh  to  see 
the  charge  that  has  been  advanced,  and  think  its  folly  full  as  great 
B9  its  indignity.  I  am  much  flattered  with  your  enclosure  of  27th 
ult.,  and  assure  you  that  I  feel  always  interested  in  whatever  con- 
ceme  you  or  yours,  being,  very  sincerely. 

Your  affectionate  friend,  G.  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  Pickering. 

Bkooklinb,  23d  March,  1798. 

Ht  i>£AB  Sir,  —  I  thank  you  for  the  trouble  it  cost  to  transmit 

■"y  letter  from  Mr.  King,  and  for  the  few  lines  with  which  it  was 

■ocompanied.     Well  knowing  the  incessant  labors  and  ill-requlted 

'S'^ces  of  every  faithful  man  in  the  higher  offices  of  our  govern- 

'"^Qt,  I  always  feel  reluctant  to  occupy  any  part  of  their  time. 

-^Ir.  King's  letter  is  short  and  gloomy ;  but  he  has  appeared  to 
***  to  despond  too  much  heretofore,  and  therefore  I  would  per- 
■"•i^e  myself  that  he  now  overshades  his  picture.  But,  however 
"**s  may  be,  I  cannot  dissemble  my  apprehensions  that  a  melan- 
^olj  destiny  is  allotted  to  our  country,  if  England  yields  to 
''■«^ce.     Undoubtedly,  the  designs  of  France  to  subject  to  her 

*  8m  below,  pp.  688,  688. 

*  The  famotu,  or,  perhaps  hi  view  of  the  attacks  on  Wasliiiigton,  iiifv 
>w>^,"  Aurora." 
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own  onntrol  ernry  nation  of  the  ririlizM  worlil  are,  ftiid  bava 
liecn,  sj!iU<mnli<»lIj  pursued  hy  Rvc>ry  parly  tKiil  haii  guvenied. 
Kvury  thiuj;  iu  Frauc«  is  resolvvd  JnU)  force,  tuid  she  Iia«  dUcov* 
erod  the  wyror.  o(  dividing;.  unA  of  Miiiric-  wcAkening,  every  nntioa 
W'linni  she  wiKliett  lo  sulxla^.  Indeed,  sbe  may  be  said  to  liuve 
mtlunii  Hllii>M  iiuiiifroijn  ntiil  [iKwerfiil  in  every  utate;  ami,  I  aikl, 
wkjU  unmeroUH  and  most  poirfr/nl  in  the  frteat  tUttes,  viXwr*'.  tlie 
mildnnu  of  gnvt^riitiu'iil  t'lu'iiuragrs  fiurtiuu  to  aLUuupt  uvury  tJiiiig, 
bucHiisB  it  hopes  for  i"v«ry  lliiiig. 

Your  affoc-tiuufttc  friend,  G.  Cabot. 


Cabot  to  Wolcott, 

BRooKiiyB.  MrppI)  2fl.  17W». 

SFt  Dkar  Sin, —  I  hiive  written  Uj  you  ]j'bs  ^rrtjuuutly  than 
iuij;liL  liav»  bftMi  uxpecteO,  tecauB«  I  liavo  f«U  do  (Usposilioo  to 
]mvo  any  tiling  like  nii  A^ent-y  in  poliric&l  nffsirs,  nnd  bemase  I 
Imve  thdu^liL  it  lirclc  lo»>0  than  crliiiiiial  to  occupy  nuy  part  of  the 
time  of  our  |)iil)lic  tiavfs.  Iii<lef(l,  kucK  iii  my  HTtupmlhy  with 
mnny  of  our  public  men  lliat  it  hoa  b&coine  citrcmoly  painful  to 
think  of  lh?ir  tofikih 

I  live  perfoc'tly  recluse,  Brarwiy  (^ing  boyoud  tli<>  limits  of  my 
farm  onoc  in  a  monrlt.  I  ilo  not  pretend,  however,  to  Itc  unintcr- 
muhI  ill  whiit  pH)«es  in  iIlc  wurUL ;  un  the  contrary,  1  parlnke  iu  all 
Uie  »iiJtwlii*!k  of  those  who  for*s*ee  and  Iremlilr-  at  the  (k-»tjny  of 
our  country.  But,  whila  I  am  an  siiKiBh  as  In  applaud  myself  fur 
dhitiiniti^  :i1l  ruKftotisibilitr  wIiIl-Ii  mij^lil  bc-lniig  to  ullk'iiil  I'hurftcter, 
I  have  omitted  no  opjiorliuiity  in  ineulcutc  ju&t  sentiments  upon 
tliiiiiu  who  hear  me  prate,  or  n.'ud  wluit  I  write;  for  I  have  oftro 
Im-tt  tfmjilt-il  In  wrilf  by  the  heliff  cii:U  public  opinion  depumlvd 
nuit-h  on  \\w  rKiVMpipt'HH,  am)  ttiat  I  ratuhl  Miy  Mimething  that 
would  bv  HHfful.  ll  ou^hl  to  hv  eimiy  cum prijxa lion  lo  our  exvco- 
tive  offiL-L-rs  Ui  know  lli»t  their  lultniniiitration  is  universally  »p- 
ppovud  and  generally  aduiirL-d  by  ilio  wise  and  tho  {^od.  Thc*o, 
as  fur  us  I  cult  learn  llieir  itvnii[u<_-iit»,  Itiivt.-  thought  lltat  thu  Adain« 
administration  hafl  done  evfry  thing  in  itA  (towor  lo  nticue  the 
country  from  dishonor  and  tlit;  HEJi-vitndu  with  which  it  i-t  tlircat- 
fn«*d;  but  [  t^Hift-**  Uj  you  tliuro  prwv.tiU  e>erywher<'  iit  tliis  tjnar- 
tcr  a  dt^sjioiul^m-y  tlini.  is  alnnuing.  Th«  tnith  !«  that  the  spirit  oE 
the  country  has  bvcu  sinlung  from  the  time  that  the  House  of  Rt^p- 
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resentadves,  io  June  last,  discovered  their  disposition  to  submit  to 
the  agressions  of  France  rather  than  to  prepare  to  repel  them. 
At  that  moment,  if  the  legislature  had  been  as  faithful  to  their 
trust  as  the  executive,  I  have  not  the  smallest  doubt  the  indigna- 
tion of  all  the  States  (on  this  side  the  Delaware,  at  least)  would 
have  been  sufficiently  roused,  and  that  France  would  have  seen 
that  there  was  a  point  at  which  her  provocations  must  stop,  or  she 
toould  loie  this  country.  But  the  people  have  been  taught  by  the 
example,  and  still  more  explicitly  by  the  language  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  that  it  is  expedient  to  submit  to  a  foreign  domina- 
tion rather  than  hazard  its  resentment  by  declaring  we  will  main- 
lain  our  rights.  We  are  now  so  accustomed  to  this  humiliation 
that  it  ceases  to  diB<iuiet  us,  and  for  every  new  disgrace  that  is 
thrown  upon  us  we  seek  for  excuses  to  hear  it  without  impatience. 
AVe  are  ashamed  to  acknowledge  the  influence  of  our  fears,  and  yet 
we  show  that  tliey  repress  every  sentiment  of  honor.  Perhaps  no 
misfortune  greater  than  this  could  happen  to  our  country,  as  regard- 
ing its  independence.  The  independence  of  the  smallest  states  has 
often  been  secured  against  the  rapacious  ambition  of  the  greatest 
by  a  desperate  resolution  to  defend  themselves  in  every  extremity; 
and  although  it  is  evident  that  France  meditates  the  subjugation 
or  destruction  of  every  civilized  nation,  yet,  as  she  acts  always  in 
each  case  upon  calculations  of  the  advantage  of  success  and  the 
disadvantage  of  failure,  I  am  fully  satislied  she  would  never  at- 
tempt to  subdue  the  United  States  by  force,  if  she  were  to  see  us 
unitedly  determined  to  resist  her  with  vigor.  At  present,  we  cer- 
tainly invite  rather  than  discourage  her  attacks,  and  I  am  not  sure 
that  the  executive  can  excite  in  either  the  legittlature  or  the  i>eople 
a  just  indignation  or  a  proper  sense  of  the  public  danger.  But 
this  I  know:  it  is  the  duty  of  the  executive  to  attempt  it,  and  of 
every  good  citizen  to  co-operate.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  President 
will  persist  in  the  manly  course  he  has  hitherto  trod,  and  that  he 
will  tell  plainly  and  forcibly  to  Congress  and  the  people  their  daii- 
ger  and  their  duties  as  they  appear  to  him,  and  say  to  them  they 
most  not  slight  the  former  as  an  excuse  for  neglecting  the  latter. 
If  this  will  not  do  all  that  is  wished,  it  will  do  the  best  that  can  be 
done ;  and,  if  we  are  to  be  lost  finally,  it  will  be  a  consolatory  re- 
flection to  the  executive  and  its  friends  that  they  have  dune  their 
daty.  It  would  be  a  greater  undertaking  for  France  to  contiuer 
OS,  if  we  were  united,  than  to  conquer  GermaTiy  and  all  the  south- 
western parts  of  £iirope.     Sooner  than  attempt  it,  if  we  were 
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iinhiNl,  ahe  woalil  cetlditily  lie  penneable  nn  t«i*ins  thai  wonlil  Inira 
us  tliu  jfuvortiiuviit  gf  our  own  cuunlry;  but  If  we  rvuuuii  UiviJwl 
and  imiM-'cilc,  at,  Ncems  |)ri>)iai)Ic-,  we  must  umliiubEedly  be  a  colony 
lu  Fruuco,  it  Kiigltintl  will  coiifiL-iu  or  la  <ibli(,i:d  Lo  U'uvu  ilie  sliu  I 
linve  loni;  «euii  tli»L  Ui«  fntv  uf  tho  cjvilucd  wurhl  i»  jiruUiUy  to 
be  tl«;iilpi]  by  the.  isiBiie  of  the  present  contftil  bclwcflii  Fnince  and 
£ugIaTul ;  unil  I  couftiss  I  s*x  no  reiuiou  to  doubt  (Imt  Engluod  will 
triumpb  at  la«l,  if  th«  nstiun  continuvs  tolvnibly  unitiwi.  Mr.  King 
IK  gloomy  ;  but  ho  had  constatiily  been  to,  uid  I  cunnot  but  ihiuk 
be  staotU  at  a  point  from  wlieiice  ihe  power  of  England  it  never 
seen  wilb  advanlagc.  England  la  a  frt-c  country,  and  the  force  of 
faclioti  whifb  jiruves  it  (ruu  gives  it  tUc  appi;araiiuu  of  ilivisiou  sj>d 
M-eukncM.  llio  rIft<|K)lJitm  uf  France  a<(miU  but  one  laiif;^agv. 
But  Kn^lani  ia  luidiiubtwlly  alile  to  rontiniie  the  war  for  twenty 
or  even  u  hundred  yvam,  if  the  c]i»etu.e  of  Jai'oblnisai  does  not  eofee* 
ble  her.  SIk;  may  nioiit»i)<ilize  lUc  commerce,  not  the  navigation,  of 
tilt!  two  Inclt(.'!>.  ttiti  Ilnitfd  KulIl-e.  and  a  part  uf  Kuru|M)i  Hhu  may 
Kui^ply  all  ihvuv,  and  nill  ttupply  vwn  Fraiic«  witb  niaiuifatHunw, 
and  the  consumers  will  pay  the  Increased  uOHt.  If  Knglainl  will 
Jtentevere,  she  will  save  Kurope  and  save  us ;  but,  if  she  yields,  alt 
may  be  IohI.  I  am  sure  Hhe  can,  mid  1  think  >he  will  per»ev<;rc,  ho- 
caufio  it  becomes  moiv  and  more  matiifcHt  that  sht'  ia  onntcndhig  for 
exibtuntre  with  a  foe  ihiit  eun  never  be  appeased  or  trusted.  If  it 
were  punMible  to  work  up  tin-  Frencli  In  nin^h  a  frenzy  tm  lo  altempt 
an  itivnsion  of  Huf^lanil.  [  think  all  the  friendii  u(  virtue  and  order 
in  the  world  ought  bu  he  willing  to  tni^t  Ibo  event,  be<«iu«e  tliere 
caQ  be  no  cose  suppoAcd  In  which  n  trial  by  force  would  be  so  much 
Iti  tlie  difciidvnutji^'e  of  Fmiice.  I  liuve  often  winbed  the  attetupt 
Illi^lit  h<^  iii:ule  with  half  .-i  million  of  men  determined  to  comjuer 
or  perish,  as  1  fully  believe  lliey  wuuld  pencil,  and  with  ibem 
the  physieal  force  and  the  dei»tnic:tive  fame  oE  .TacubinUm-  B«t 
France,  always  ready  lo  do  the  wickwleat  things  that  can  be  pro- 
jwited,  rarely  in  guilty  of  weak  oneih  .She  will  oarer  alleinpt  to 
invade  Eiiiiltuid  without  first  teeing  the  British  fleet  vam|mshcd. 
Your  sincere  mid  affeeiionate  friend,  G.  Cabot. 

27  ih. 

l*ost»eripf.  —  Sly  sou  ba*  jii«l  lirfiufjht  in  the  Pre*ident'it  ii«»v 
Mge.'  whidi  I  fully  approve,  and  liupe  be  will  tell  tlie  whole  atory 
at  ibe  llril  guilnble  moment. 

t  Tbat  in  nbich  Mr.  Adams  announced  the  residto  of  tlic  Firench  mtnloa. 
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Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

BEOOKLiTtB,  April  21,>  1706. 
Ht  dear  Sir,  —  I  have  received  your  several  favors  to  the 
1 4  tl  inclusively,  with  their  enclosures ;  aud  I  rejoice  to  find  that  by 
th^  iaat  you  were  not  destitute  of  hope  that  the  spirit  of  the  coun- 
try   might  rise  in  opposition  to  tyrannical  France. 

X^  took  the  Jirst  moment  of  going  to  town  to  ascertain  the  fact 
wl:i^ther  the  apathy,  which  has  so  long  disgraced  and  so  much 
en«l.angered  us,  still  continued.  I  found  Mr.  Higgiuson  with  an 
add  re&s  in  his  hand  of  a  good  complexion  ;  and  before  I  left  town, 
vWich  was  in  a  few  hours,  adequate  measures  were  taken  to  obtain 
th^  most  extensive  subscriptions,  and  to  invito  the  co-operation  and 
conicnnrence  of  the  whole  people  of  the  State. 

IVly  expectations  are  strong  that  the  business  will  prosper,  and 

tba.t  the  body  of  the  people  will  be  brouglit  to  a  good  temperament, 

M    that  the  measures  of  govenuneut  will  be  zealously  supported 

by  a  majority,  and  duly  acquiesced  in  by  all.     I  doubt,  however, 

whether  the  mercury  in  the  popular  body  will  rise  sufhciently  to 

press  upon  the  Legislature.     I  hope,  therefore,  that  Congress  will 

proceed  rapidly  to  establish  every  thing  requisite  for  our  national 

defence.     If  more  taxes  ore  wanted,  let  them  be  laid  without  fear ; 

but  let  great  care  be  taken  to  show  that  they  are  unavoidable,  and 

tiiat  we  are  called  to  part  with  a  little,  as  the  only  possible  means 

of  saving  the  remainder,  and  with  it  our  liberty  and  independence. 

If  this  could  be  done  in  an  address  from  the  Legislature,  I  would 

»3wer  for  its  complete  success ;  but,  if  this  is  unattainable,  it  must 

^"'le  from  some  other  source.     We  keep  our  presses  going  with 

Harper's  '  excellent  speech  and  pamphlet ;  and,  if  no  address  from 

^vernment  or  any  branch  is  practicable,  Harper  must  devote  him- 

^"  to  the  work  of  proving  to  the  people  the  absolute  propriety  of 

*"at  ig  done.     He  has  the  requisite  talents  and  motive,  and  must 

"''""k:  indeed,  if  he  knew  the  extent  of  his  fame  already  ac- 

Qiured,  his  ambition  would  etimulato  him  to  the  most  laborious 

„      On  April  3d,  the  famoiu  X.  Y.  Z.  letters  had  been  Bent  to  tho  Ilouiie. 
^^^,  the  more  confident  the  tone  of  thii  letter,  &nd  the  account  given  of 
Public  demonstration!,  4c. 

liobert  Goodloe  Harper,  of  Maryland.  The  speech  here  referred  to 
**■  that  made  in  reply  to  Gilei  (see  Annals  of  Congress,  1797-110,  U. 
****.   13&3),  in  the  debate  on  the  Spriggi  Reeolutlong,  introduced  by  tlie 
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undtjrlakmgs.  But  «n_v  majorily  Uiat  can  pa«8  a  Uw  oiuat  be 
able  U>  pa»i  nn  otlilrcas  to  explnin  iu  expedienrv,  and  to  prevcat 
ibo  mttwhievous  effects  of  tuierepreB^ntalioti.  1  lay  great  etresn  uu 
tliii  idea,  from  a  coDviMiou  of  iln  uUlitv,  if  wUdr  and  ably  purHUifd. 
A«  the  Presidf-nt  may  hv  railed  fw^nently  lo  answer  inldrL-sKfa.  I 
tftlii'  it  for  fH'aiiU'd  be  will  prolii  by  fcvi-ry  siii'Ii  (H^vtmioii.  to  mnvejr 
to  l}k(!  {)tiuj]]i-  tlioae  iruitiD  vrbivU  Lbey  ought  to  kiiow  hiiiI  tbiMe 
Benlimviitft  tliey  ouf;bt  to  feel.  Perhaps  you  hiive  speii  Uuit  tb« 
little  town  in  n-bich  I  Uv«  liua  pulitiniied  a^insi  arming.  Our 
wliole  number  of  vutem  is  aWiit  itix(y-6vo,  nnd  upnui'ds  of  tifty 
attended  the:  meeting.  AUhoti^'h  I  nm  extremely  averse  to  moving 
ill  politicB.  yet  my  conecienee  would  iiol  |»ermil  me  to  jh-'O  the  guv- 
vriimi-tit  nl>mu|(>n(Ht.  I  tlKTpfnre  pnti>['«d  into  the  debali;,  irltich 
coniiiiiK'd  Heveral  lintirn;  a]id  dually  tbe  vole  for  pniitioniiig  ob- 
tained ihirty-fivo  to  twenty-thn-i*,  I  have  tbo  satix faction,  how- 
ever, to  believo  that  some  halutary  tmths  were  iucidcated,  attd  titat 
many  uf  tliu  {letitionerx  are  Mubi^taiitial  frteiids  at  tho  government. 
I  ihiiik  it  must  l>e  ^atiKfaclory  lo  the  exenutive  to  liiiow  thai,  with 
all  the  nl(erratinn.4  af  the  piililie  mind,  it  bai  n>n»tantly  approved 
llie  adiuinUtruliou  uf  Uiat  bnincli  of  ^uvcnimeul,  evea  while  tbo 
absurd  hope  was  eberiKb«il  thai  Frani^e  would  \te  oouciliated.  A 
few  violent  Jacobins  bavi3  alone  ri'jeeted  (bis  ojjlnion ;  liut  tlie  de- 
S|ialehe»  linve  silence*!  tbein.  and  coiiviueed  many  of  thuii'  fullonon 
that  they  are  wrong. 

I  »ni  fearful  our  cuvoys  wUL  ix-umin  In  Fraiiee  until  the  de- 
spatcties  are  known  tliere.  lu  that  cn»e,  they  must  give  up  their 
live^,  or  fontnidict  their  own  conimiinientioiii«,  or,  tieeonlin^  to  the 
onler  of  the  day,  pay  a  deid  of  mont-y.  Should  they  eufTer  in  any 
way,  they  will  L^ijny  the  Kyinpnthy  at  every  go^nl  uian  in  ihi;  world: 
mid  thtdr  sulTerinj^  will  serve  their  ixmutry  by  ditspelliiig  a  part  of 
the  remaining  dehisions. 

Yuiir  affectiotialo  and  faithful  friend, 

a.  Cabot. 


Deoioorats  after  tlio  rowlpt  of  tlia  moR«atie  nnnminHnK  the  faiiiire  of  ttie 
Fnnch  niUtiuu.  Tin-  painphlil  Ijv  IliirjHr  was  rnUltcd  "  Obevrvuikn*  cdi 
the  T>i*|viil«  iH'liT*.en  tlii^  t'liitril  Ninttr*  and  tVaiicv."  It  trft»  ■  vrry  *Ut 
productiun,  and  liad  grt-at  ccIcbrUy  ax  well  aa  groat  cfflect  at  the  lime  ul  iu 
publiealiuik 
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Pickering  to  Cabot. 

Department  of  State,  Maj  6,  1798. 
Sib,  —  The  President  of  the  United  States  being  desirouB  ol 
ftVct.)liDg  the  public  of  your  services  as  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of 
th.^  United  States,  I  have  now  the  honor  of  enclosing  the  commis- 
BioEi,  and  of  expressing  the  sentiments  of  respect  with  wliich  I  am, 
sir,   ;oiir  most  obedient  servant,  TiMOVur  Pickebing. 

Pickering  to  Cabot. 

Philadelphia,  May  6,  1798. 
Sir, —  I  cannot  transmit  your  commission,  without  expressing 
my  individual  wishes  that  you  would  accept  the  office  of  Secretary 
of    the  Navy  of  the  Unite<l  States,      I  know  at  the  same  time  that 
you  cannot  accept   it  without  making  some  sacrifices  ;    but  our 
present  situation  demands  this  as  a  duty  from  every  citizen,  and 
especially  from  those  who  are  eminently  qualifled  to  contribute  to 
the  safety  and  prosjierity  of  our  country.     In  this  new  office,  the 
l*resid*;nt  wishes  to  find  not  only  a  person  of  practical  knuwlcdgo 
in  maritime  affairs,  but  a  statesman ;  aiul  bow  seldom  can  these 
two  cbamcters  be  found  combined  in  one  person  ?    In  every  charac- 
tef.  public  and  private,  you  know  how  happy  those  of  us  whom  you 
sra  abeady  acquainted  with  would  be  made  by  your  acceptance 
of  the  office.     The  public  advantages  to  he  derived  from  your  con- 
imhg  the  department  you  can  fully  estimate,  and  your  friends 
have  anticipated.     Although  the  formation  of  a  navy  has  been  con- 
templated these  four  years,  it  is  at  the  present  moment  only  lliat 
the  establishment  may  be  con8idere<l  as  commencing,  and  it  is  of 
'Mt  importance  that  the  foundation  be  well  laid,  —  that  the  first 
"nstitutions  and  regulations  be  adjusted  in  the  best  manner  to  its 
present  most  efficient  use  and  future  prospering.     I  will  suggest 
•"■t  one  other  consideration.     If  you   decline  taking  the   office, 
"lere  will  your  country  (ind   a   substitute?     There  is  not  one  in 
"ndadelphia,  and  you  will  readily  believe  there  is  no  one  s<mtli- 
"sptl  of  it ;  and,  if  you  fix  your  eye  on  any  one  at  the  eastward, 
*"'  you  propose  to  yourself  these  questions :  "  Can  lie  relinquish 
^  private  affairs  more  conveniently  than  I  ?     Can  he  accept  the 
**  without  making  greater  sacrifices  than  I  must  make  ?     In  a 
_  ^^,  ia  it  the  duty  of  any  citizen  more  than  mine  to  perform  this 
""^pensable  public  service  ?  " 
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Whc-a  PrcsMent  Wnshington  tendered  lo  mp  the  office  I  now 
hoUl.  I  mudc!  ubjvcliuaa.  (I  bhlifve  that  I  have  tnt^uuoned  th« 
circuoistanceB  to  you.)  lie  urg*^  my  tccepiniict.-,  amoug  oiher 
reasons,  lu  thu  protijiect  of  petun;  la  Kuro|i«.  aud  tiw  lemseatHX 
l>urtl;cn8  niiil  etiil)»rnisitn)t;iiU  m  exerotiiiji;  tiitr  office.  Tliia,  unfor- 
tuiiiil^ly.  h«»  prnvpd  an  iinfoiinilt'd  fXjwcUMion.  T  have  for  some 
liiue  post  rcfl<jcu.-d  benously  oti  tbe  tsb(  impurtanoe  of  employittg 
Uie  beat  abiliti(:>f  anil  energies  of  the  country  in  tlie  tnaua|jiriiieiit 
of  our  public  affdint;  and  iljvreforti,  witliuut  difficulty.  fL'solved  lo 
mitku  ruoai  for  Another  lo  take  my  slatiou,  which  the  iultreitla  o( 
lh«  rminlry  roquiri^d,  or  to  i-Rtnrii  lo  prirate  life.  &m  thoeie  who 
can  Kiiii  Imve  a  rijjht  to  juiijp!  liUuuld  deem  must  eligible.  This  isi 
and  will  coutimie  lo  be,  my  detenninriliun. 

With  the  most  eoniest  soliritude  for  your  piiblio  serrioeK,  Had 
fiuiuiru  wisIioM  for  yuur  individual  aud  doiucMiic  liuppiiiess, 
I  reui^in,  dear  air,  very  truly  yoara, 

TlMOTHT    riCKEBUiO- 

CaBOT  to  PlCKGRING. 

KuoiiKi.iaiK,  Mnj-  t1,  17W. 

Ut  dear  Siu, —  By  the  same  m»il  which  brought  me  yoar 
oflldal  letter  of  the  5th,  I  ro^^oived  a  private  oiit^  to  which  I  feel 
anxious  to  uuke  u  EUtLHlucLory  reply.  AUhough  it  h  true  that  mj 
iucliuatioiu,  tuibtt«,  dutiex,  tiiid  interest*  all  remarkably  concur  m 
oonlliiiii^  me  to  i>rivato  life,  and  ahhough  in  coDsei]ueDce  of  thit  I 
have  beeFi  cootimiully  growing  less  fit  for  any  public  station  where 
great  L'rtlcifncy  w  n-qniri-'d.  yet  sudi  is  my  zc-al  lo  maintain  iho 
politi(»l  iiisiilutioiiM  of  our  country,  and  thus  preaervo  llio  uouniry 
itself,  Lhut  I  dbould  not  at  thi«  iiioubeEiC  liesilale  lo  eii};ajj;«  iu  tlx* 
olDce  to  whirh  I  ant  invited,  if  I  were  not  perfecily  oonrioccd  that 
the  service  is  beyond  my  streugth. 

I  have  seen,  with  a  painful  sympathy,  the  tasks  whidi  our 
executive  officers  ari;  called  tu  peifurm,  utid  huvc  ofleo  made  the 
rellection  thnU  if  tliejr  were  no!  c»|t:ible  of  the  nto»l  intouse  and 
penevering  applimtion,  tht^  public  buMneKD  nuiftt  i^ufEer.  I  have 
seen  with  pride.  Iiuwcver,  tliiU  iliu  alfiiirs  of  our  executive  gnvem- 
ment  have  Ixvii  conducU^l  with  n  degree  of  onler,  intelligence,  ftnd 
stcndine8B  tliat  do  great  honor  to  iJie  nation ;  but  I  muM  bo 
allowed  to  uay  that  1  ant  incapable  of  iiuitaling  those  efforts  which 
in  others  have  boco  productivo  of  »o  much  good.     This  is  a  cir> 
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nnBttancc  m  Smportsnt  th*t,  in  my  csthnatioti.  it  ?rraily  outirH^hn 

the  adnDtR^  ot  anj  prnaicat  knowledji^  wliich  a  per^oQ  (xtoH  lie 

itnppMed  to  brinf;  into  (he  otTicti.     It  ia  uridoubledly  re(|utslte  lllAt 

the   nffimr    lU  (hf  beat)   nf  thn  naval    rlqiartmvtil  fthuutd  pOMiesa 

mn  iidt^nble   kiiowlwlge  of  nmrtlime  iifTitirM  ;   but   tU\»  sboulcf  be 

cle-icctitary  as  wel]  an  prnrtiml,  inrlnding  the  prlndplufi  uf  luval 

arcliilKlun:  and  naral  tactin;.     IIr  should  also  poiuirfla  bIuII  suffi- 

R^Til  lo  nrraniEG  syBt^matimlly  the  m«^nit  of  tfc|tiippiii{;>  manninjf, 

ancXmntlnciinf;  the  nAval  force  with  the  greatf;*!  fvofwihlr  di-spatch 

«a«3   with  the  le«*l  [MWRiMe   expense ;  nmi,  abnve  all.  he   shmild 

tlie  inritinuiMr;  scorot  of  rendering  it  invincible  by  any 

irce.     ThuH  u  kiiOH'lMlf;(>  of  the  buDinn  lienit  will  constitute 

w*   etiMitial  ingredient  in  the  r)uira«';ler  of  Ibis  otTn-er.  ihal  h«  maj 

1*  tfcl)3p  to  rtmvert  every  tnriib'iit  to  tb«  elevation  uf  tliu  spirit  o( 

Attifrimn  ttrumeii.     Suffer  lue  to  iiidc  hutr  a  miui  wlio  bru  Itnl  a 

life  of  indolenoc  for  m-enly  yenrs  ran  be  rendered  capable  of  thesfl 

^a-r»«ue  exertionii  ?     In  the  present  case.  It  is  physically  impowible. 

Notwithstanding  the  gratefal  oenftationfl  which  an;  cxfiied  by  «o 

eriog  a  tCKtimuny  of  ihi.'  niitioniil  niiilitlciioe,  yet  I  think  I  do 

dec«ir»  myself  >n   »ayiii;^  tliitt   I    bnil    nttlier   not    tntve   Iteen 

'>>i>ii;:hl  lit  for  ihiii  ofFire,  Umn  l>e  j(ul]y  chtirgeAhlc  with  refusing 

^^  iliis  time  any  eiwejitial  serving  whii^h  I  ought  to  perfonu.     Lot 

'Bt  ibervfore   n?(M>al   thai,  waiviii;^   ;)ll  utKcr  ohjerrionn,   it  i«  an 

•inipcmA/*'  f/ttf  time  my  powera  are  innderjunie  lo  the  work.     To 

ne  obliged  to  offer  a)>otogieH,  however,  juet  when  Rubulantinl   Hid 

u  di^Biandwl  by  the  government,  would  of  it«elf  hare  given  mo 

pain,  but  this  \s  exooodingly  iticreuitod  by  the  ooiiHtdunitloa 

I  muxt  di«.tppoint  tboiie  lo   wliojte  frietidiy  Mttitimeittn   I  am 

■lirays  indebted,  and  wbni>e  esteem  I  cannot  pun  with  withont  the 

gre»le»t  regret. 

In  reply  to  your  qnMtJons,  I  would  say  it  is  not  to  be  expected 
thai*  man  will  be  found  potweiisiiitr  the  ability  to  perform,  at  once, 
aI1theduli«a  of  an  olTi™  new  and  dinieuil.  Bill  I  trust  im'U  may 
^foatid,  and  it  seems  to  me  indispensable  that  Bueh  ahouM  ha 
"^Bd,  who  will,  by  induHtnous  appIlmtioD  of  geniuit  inid  tiileiiLs, 
*"'»  K«|n!r«  the  requisite  quHlihi-.-iti(in!t.  I  wi'II  know  mnnv 
nf  lilt  eircumstauces  re-speetiug  your  apindiitmeiit  to  the  depart- 
"^ntof  4tale,  and  I  fe«*l  iny<i*.d(  at  lilnTly  In  iiiKi»t  upon  ihe  exnm- 
P'<^  lo  Khow  that  a  man  who  has  been  neriimomerl  to  apply  his 
powwi  properly  to  a  few  things  becoinw  capable  of  every  thing. 
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I'lio  j>on'or  fir  Imliit  nf  iiitonKe  and  pfrsevttnng  ippllcatioo  in,  in 
)ii_v  opinion,  oii*^  of  tlit-  nuM  mrc  aud  ttie  uu>*l  rnlitaMv  of  hunuui 
InlfiiiU.  Tn  gn>4it  nfTnirR,  nmhmg  mn  b«  w(>]I  doni!  iritliuuC  h: 
Ml*],  with  it,  men  u£  a  certain  force  of  mititl  uui]  i-hitrMvUir  oau  <)v 
every  thing,  and  do  cvt'ir  lliiiig  well.  A  nun  poHaeMing  thu 
faculty  i>i  the  iiiiin  now  nanCed.  It  is  k  faniltv,  however,  of  wludi 
I  am  remarkuhly  destitute;  auil  ^oiir  candor  niu^t  udiiiit  llic  fitcL 
I  Qrg6  h  in  ftinccrity.  na  An  ahtimlant  jiiKtilication  in  dAcliuing  tbo 
iDouieiiluits  aud  dillk-uU  u-usL  with  wlik-h  ii  wan  proposed  I  Kbould 
hn  honiirftil.  I'lidcr  one  rover  nilh  tliitt.  I  i^iit^loao  an  ani>«rc-r  lo 
yiiiir  oU'wial  h-tlvr.  w/ju-A  I  jirni/  mtiy  be  tvrtniderfd  as  dtvtuiv*  itud 
«Hf*}»i%'i>cal,  i  ran  nwcr  »uHiaL'nlly  pxprvM  my  ^ratitwk^  (or  tlia 
sentiments  of  yonr  privnle  letter,  and  I  must  o-^k  forgiveooH  for 
writing  so  much  conoeruing  uiywlf.  Accept  my  unfeigned  winbes 
for  your  bappim-iut,  aud  beli«ve  me  ev»-r 

Your  faithful  aud  obtigt^  frioud,  G.  Cabot. 


Cabot  to  Wolccwt. 

Bbooklixb,  June  I>,  17*8, 

Mt  i>e*r  .Sik, — When  thf>«e  srho  have  a  right  to  oommand 
nur  flervii%H  roijfh-s(TDd  to  snlicit  them,  it  i»  not  to  be  imaginfd 
that  a  rtffiiK.-il.  hiiii-rrrr  proper,  can  lie  wholly  fnrgiven.  I  know 
loo  much  of  human  nniiire  lo  (kceivc  myself  with  the  belief  that  I 
can  escape  censure  under  circuniAtance«  where  others  woii]d  incur 
it.  I  therefore  have  tnailc  up  my  account  for  t]io  frnwiis  of  my 
friends,  es  evils  thai  uiutiI  bt  borne.  Stitl.  huwerer,  I  euk-ulutu  on 
ft  good  roiiiduuni  of  efttrifm  and  regnrd  with  tho!>e  I  lore  bust,  and 
with  this  I  muhi  Im  ronteiit.* 

I  have  been  i[np;tlient  to  express  to  you  my  sntisfnction  at  tbe 
great  euccess  of  the  President  in  ftwakcning  the  country  from  tho 
fatal  stupor  into  whic-Ii  it  bad  sunk.  We  have  still  some  dit- 
affected,  »«ditioi]s  people  in  this  quarter  :  they  arc  few,  however,  in 
number,  mid  reside  chiefly  iu  tlte  town  nitd  vidoity  of  Boetou: 
luid  ibeir  inHuenco  ta  exlrcmt-ly  diminished.  All  men  wtiooe 
opinions  I  know  are  unhounded  in  their  appLinse  nf  the  niitnlr, 
just,  )i]]inted,  nnd  instructive  seutimuuts  expressw!  by  the  Preffi- 
dent,  in  hiii  antiwen  to  the  addresae*.  I  nm  per^nnded  ibe  good 
effects  of  iJicsc  open  dt^Jara lions  cannot  be  orcrrateil.     Tliey  hiiTB 

>  T)i»  rcfrn.  of  counc.  lo  tbc  subject  of  thfi  two  preceding  letten, 
tlie  Kcreuryahip  of  the  uary. 
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excited  right  feelings  everywhere,  and  have  silenced  clamor.     But 
Cxosar'g  maxim  must  be  observed,  and  nofbing  I>e  left  undone  by 
the  government:    the  stronger  and  more  decisive  measures  they 
take,  the  more  reatlily  will  they  be  supported.     I  was  glad  to  see 
the  bill  for  prohibiting  intercourse  with  the  dominions  of  Fnince ; 
but  1  should  have  thought  the  prohibition  should  lie  on  all  for- 
eigners as  well  OS  citizens  and  residents.     Otherwise,  I  foresee 
sttcsmpts  will  be  made  by  our  own  people  to  change  their  bottoms 
JD    t.lie  neutral  islands,  and  then  supply  the  French ;  and  I  think  it 
i*  c^u  object  of  importance  to  prevent  the  supply  of  Guadaloupe 
an<3  Hispaniola.    You  have  passed  the  Rubicon  :  rapid  marches  are 
necesgary  to  success,  and  at  least  they  inspirit  your  troops.     Why 
should  not  a  bill  pass,  authorizing  the  executive  to  send  away  the 
French  consuls,  &c.?     If  you  mean  to  take  no  measures  but  such 
»*    are  purely  defensive  and  fair  retaliations,  yet  this  atUhority 
GhouM  be  given.      The  refusal   to   receive  our  ministers  would 
certainly  justify  our  refusal  to  permit  consuls  to  act,  although  they 
kdttiit  our  consuls :  but,  if  squeamishnesa  doubts  this,  we  ought  to 
be  prepared  to  seud  away  their  consuls,  when  any  exigency  in  the 
opinion  of  the  executive  shall  require  iu 

I  do  not  see  that  the  executive  is  authorized  to  accept  of  volun- 
t»Ty  naval  aid  which  may  be  ofifered.  I  should  have  thought  it 
vise  to  give  commissions  to  such  private  vessels  as  the  President 
Ehoald  approve,  and  which  might  be  obligated  to  convoy  others. 
If  privateers  from  the  French  islands  continue  numerous,  the  mer- 
cbsDU  may  be  glad  to  associate  occasionally  in  forming  little  arma- 
ments for  the  protection  o£  their  vessels  in  a  single  voyage.  I 
tbink,  however,  these  ^ds  ought  not  to  be  resorted  to,  until  the 
government  has  done  its  own  duty  ;  and  I  hope,  before  Congress 
nses.  General  Smith '  will  be  disposed  to  increase  the  number  of 
vesselg  to  be  equipped  by  the  public  for  the  protection  of  com- 
"i^rce.  It  onght  to  be  remembered  that  this  kind  of  force  will  be 
feBtimably  precious,  if  an  attempt  to  invade  us  should  be  ma<le. 
'the  men  who  will  have  been  trained  in  the  public  sea  ser\'ice  will 
"^  Able  to  do  more  than  any  equal  number  of  any  other  descrtp- 
Bott,  Bod  they  will  be  in  readiness  to  act. 

It  is  pretty  certain  that,  if  Great  Britain  yields,  we  shall  have 
"16  weight  of  the  whole  European  world  to  oppress  ua.  This 
'**"»»  to  be  understood,  and  men  are  momently  declaring  their 
■iclief  that  we  can  and  shall  sustain  it  all  without  sinking.     Doubt- 

'  Sitniiel  Smith,  at  this  time  number  of  CongKM  from  Maryland. 
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lea,  if  we  were  uuHed  and  detenniDed  to  Jie  rallu'r  tlmn  eulimii,  w 
a1ioul(l  (iufi-ecil  [  bcit  Iho  cumeil  foul  oontftgion  of  Freiirh  prinrijJef 
bus  iiifeetinl  us.  niid  uiir>  i«  r(N]aired  to  roittore  m  to  foiindaeKS. 

My  hope  is  thnl  Fmnri^  will  t>xerL  all  her  imw^rs  lu  an  attcmpl 
npnti  Englaiiil,  !f  she  faiU,  ihi*  woHil  will  he  frw!.  I  have  thi 
higlie&t  eotiiidciice  in  the  siiccesa  of  Engluii<)  iii  biu-Ii  a  control 
llcr  cliatice  would  be  mucli  bettor  than  in  ft  long  protntrted  wur  o. 
mch  ImmtMiic  expenie,  an'l  which  ^voa  room  for  bo  mnnjr  contin 
geucies.  Bui  I  caoiiot  belii've  tlint  ihe  French  will  trust  them- 
selves on  the  90».  With  all  Ihfir  victorip*  on  Umi.  ihpy  arv  m 
Rifttrlt  f(ir  itiP  Kii<;IiKli  nn  thf  sea.  and  I  should  pxpert  thif  Krcael 
to  be  tWfL'attKl  even  ivith  a  RitperirirttT  of  n:tval  force  of  three  U 
two ;  nor  do  I  thiuk.  if  thry  could  land  in  Kngland.  that  Ihf] 
wouM  be  able  to  nonijuer  it.  I  lliorefurc  wish  llie  r»ii!>e  of  lh( 
civkli:tei:I  world  to  lie  tried  there.  I  see  no  other  ohftiice  ho  favor 
able. 

Although  you  are  doubtlesB  better  iiiformi'd  than  I  am,  jet  it 
tnny  not  be  amias  to  mention  that  my  iHlora  from  London  '  of  thf 
9lh  April  state  to  me  ootifidcntiELtly  that  Pinckiiey  and  Munfaal 
ar«  to  be  turned  away,  and  Gerry  kejil,  if  potitbie.  It  iteems  th( 
ddiiy  of  the  eiivoni  hati  been  pmdurerl  by  the  extreme  fastidiouM^ 
tunK  of  one  of  the  gentlemen.  1  diin't  believe,  however,  he  ml 
be  such  a  iliipe  as  lo  r<LMnatn  after  bis  colleagues  shall  dcpitrt.  Per 
haps  tlio  fate  will  not  OCTiir.  for  it  iit  hin;lily  prolmble  that  tin 
ile3patche:s  which  have  been  putilUhed  wil]  arrive  ui  Fnmce  befon 
any  of  Lhem  can  have  embarked.  A  gentleman  who  left  Fmnei 
tliu  lust  iif  )Iardi  tells  tne  that  no  itlea  wan  eniertariiefl  there  thai 
we  slu>iild  ofIi*r  any  reGistance.  The  Gallo-Americans  had  n< 
doubt  we  shonld  pay  mouey,  and  ht  s&ys  tl)i*y  will  be  all  aiirpruM 
at  leamiog  that  we  dure  to  refui^c  the  rlomands  of  Fnuici>. 

Wilt  you  allow  me  tii  sugijfut  the  propriety  of  »ehK:ting  goHit^ 
men  for  the  liLnitnnantA  and  sail! ii;r-nm.4lera  in  the  navy?  Oh 
«ailor«  are  iocnpiibltj  of  improvement,  itnd  yomig  ouvs  amy  b< 
made  whatever  yoii  wish.  I  deem  it  a  mi^^fortune  that  any  bit 
young  men  flhonld  have  employments  now  which  will  lead  to  im 
portant  command))  iu  a  few  years. 

Yours  faithfnlly,  G.  Cabot 

'  Bi-'niili-s  M'L'AaioitAl  li'tli'r*  frtiin  Mr.  (inr^,  Mr.  C«bot  atao  reogtTp 
letter*  from  ht«  yonngv^r  brifthcr,  Mr.  Sumuel  Cabot,  tlicn  in  Loadoa,  a 
agent  of  the  American  cummlislon  under  the  Jay  treaty. 
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PiCKEEnfG  TO  Cabot. 

{Confidentifd.i 

TREHTOy,  Sept.  20. 1798. 
Deab  Sir,  —  Tou  have  seen,  and  I  trust  approved,  tlio  order  id 
wiiich  the  names  of  Hamilton,  Piuckney,  and  Knox  were  arranged 
ioM-  general  officerB.     Nobody  at  the  seat  of  government  doubted 
w  luketlier  they  would  rank  in  that  way,  being  that  in  which  they 
w  «i  re  nominated  and  approved  by  the  Senate.     Bui  you  must  have 
D«»  "ticed  that,  two  or  three  times  in  the  "  Ceiitinel,"  the  idea  was 
•i-^,^gested   that  General  Knox  was  the  first  major-general.     At 
lisKsgth  it  has  appeared  that  General  Knox  demanded  the  first  rank. 
1^1^«  first  intimatioD  of  it  to  me  was  in  his  answer  to  a  letter  which 
I   ~^vrote  him  at  the  request  of  the  late  Captain  Mitchell,  who  wished 
tc*      be  hb  aide-de-camp.     I  was  astonished  at  the  claim.     I  knew 
u^deed  that  Knox  was  proud   and  vain   and  ambitious  ;   but  I 
d&ought  that  as  for  years  he  had  been  the  daily  witness  of  Hamilton's 
vast  superiority  of  talents,  and  had  known  how  highly  they  stood 
^Q  the  public  esUmation,  and  supposing  also  that  he  felt  an  ardent 
trieodship  for  Hamilton,  I  was  astonished  to  find  him  not  hesitat- 
ing, but  apparently  desirous  not  to  serve  under  Hamilton.     The 
Preudeut's  tour  to  Massachusetts  furnished  Knox  with  (he  lucky 
opportunity  of  making  and  enforcing  his  claim  by  the  plauiiibility 
of  his  arguments  and  his  adulatory  professions  of  respect,  honor, 
Mid  devotion  to  the  great  man.     You  prol>abIy  know  that  Knox 
ii  capable  of  using  the  deepest  flattery  ;  and  flattery  has  often  too 
Buich  effect  on  the  finest  minds,  and  in  the  present  instance  would 
in»ke  the  stronger  impression  as  operating  against  a  competitor  for 
whom  the  President  had  no  liking,  if  he  did  not  feci  for  him  aver- 
•ion.    In  a  letter  to  the  President,  marked  private,  lint  which  is 
^^  in  the  war  ofHce,  dated  .Tune  2G,  he '  thus  begins  :  ''  I  have 
often  intended,  in  the  ardor  of  my  unqualified  admiration  of  the 
I'casQreB  of  the  supreme  executives,  to  express  tlie  same  respect- 
^lly  to  you.     But  hitherto  I  have  boeu  restrained  from  an  ap- 
pi^ension  of  invading  upon  your  imjiortant  duties.     A  crisis, 
however,  is   rapidly  approaching,  which  renders  it  indi.speii8ablo 
^  the  mind  of  the  meanest  citizen  be  known  as  to  the  part  he 
■iiUDdg  to  act."     Having  then  made  some  assertions  on  the  nature 
of  the  impending  war  and  the  most  vulnerable  points  to  be  guarded, 

1  Knox. 
II 
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be  uya :  "  Whoever  tou  should  iileujie  to  appoint  as  the  immediiiti 
comniiutdiii);  nfiicer  of  t1i<?  |irovi>>ioiinl  army,  you  vill.  I  am  pM 
Btiailei),  (fmr(>m[)l3tc  (ip.neral  WiL!Jiin<;t(>ii  aH  tbo  utiicicut  Com 
ni»iii1vr-m-Chivf.  His  luunv  wouhl  be  h  hi-'Ht,  ami  the  ooouioi 
woiilil  bo  wortlij'  of  hia  name,  lit!  aloiiu  would  he.  xble  to  combiai 
sad  draw  iaio  nciivity  arid  hitruuiiiizt;  hJI  lIiiil  rfitmiiui  of  the  lut 
army  that  could  be  tueful.  My  diilldt-itcc  iu  utt^vriu;;  time  seati 
menu  in  inexprcwiiblc,  and  oulj  to  lie  ci|i]aII«<1  by  my  re*itecX.  sqj 
aitucliiut'nt  t«  yoiL." 

"  Afttr  having  said  ao  tnach,  I  ebould  lose  all  »elf-re«p«t,  wan 
2  not  to  tAy  iliur,  if  tlicrc  Iw  any  son  of  service  to  which  mj 
humble  ubilitics  should  bo  judged  equal,  1  should  (ailhfnlly  miu 
anlcnlly  cxrcuIp  it,  believing  as  I  dn  thnt  tht;  nt-casinii  will  dcmiw 
Um  labors  of  all  tlie  friendu  of  their  coaatry  to  defetid  ita  riglil 
and  liberties  iiguiiist  the  nll-devouriug  rapacity  of  lb«  Frend 
rnlcrK."  Who  that  reads  them  profee^ioDs  of  parriotism  ua 
humility  would  iiuogiiie  ilmt  hi»  humility  asptrod,  and  would  bi 
content  only  with  the  rank  of  second  in  coniumiid,  and  tliat  hi: 
pnlriDtism  admttu^l,  at  atvrh  a  crius,  a  personage  nf  Ha  cmua 
^uence  tu  witlulraw  from  tbc  serviwj  of  his  country?  This  iittagi 
iiary  ini|H»rtaiu'<'  of  cTinmct^^r,  ami  useful  ticss  to  swrvc  iti  a  statiot 
which  to  nil  who  kiuivr  him  must  seem  abundantly  e<iiuil  to  hii 
talents,  would  hardly  be  worth  a  thought,  were  not  ihe  Presideo 
iucliui'd  to  fiivor  his  pret*sn«ion».  Knox  baa  appealed  lo  a  rnh 
observed  in  the  American  war,  in  which  he  Kuys  it  wus  diivctei 
ihnl,  of  appoinliaputt  of  officers  to  tlie  anme  rank  on  tlie  mtinu  day 
tliti  priority  was  to  lie  detennined  by  tlie  rank  held  prior  lo  th( 
Dvw  ap|>ointmeiit;  contwqueotly,  as  he  was  a  uuijor-gcuenil  aoi 
HamilloD  only  n  Hcntenftni-colonol,  the  latter  mu^t  rtotv  lake  tbi 
Bubordinace  Hiaiioii.  But  there  can  be  no  such  gmeral  nilv;  a 
least,  none  is  found  in  the  joiirnaU  of  Congreiu.  TIir  only  cue  V 
which  Ite  can  refer  is  that  of  Nov,  24,  1778.  But  that  you  wil 
see  is  alwolutely  confined  lo  Liie  oElicers  appointed  iu  puntuauce  o 
liie  resoIvi'B,  S*?pt.  Ifi,  I77t5,  and  prior  to  ibe  lot  of  .lannary,  1777 
If,  however,  Llie  nld  tpffAal'wm  are  to  govern,  and  it  is  npoi 
Knox's  rc-presvutation  of  iheir  force  lo  llie  TrMeident  that  tlie  Ut 
ter  has  said  he  tliinks  Knox  hits  a  ''le^"  right  to  rank  befer> 
Hamilton,  we  appeal  to  a  resolve  which  is  directly  in  point,  ani 
general  in  il.4  nature.  This  is  that  of  the  4th  of  January,  177C 
iu  these  words :  "  Iu  all  eluulious  of  otficurs  by  Congress,  wher 
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more  than  one  are  elected  on  the  same  day  to  commands  of  the 
same  rank,  they  shall  take  rank  of  each  other  according  to  their 
election,  and  the  entry  of  their  names  in  the  minute*,  and  their  com- 
mission!) shall  be  numbered  to  show  their  priority."     This  is  an 
obvious  rule,  perfectly  just  in  principle,  and  ought  to  decide  the 
present  question,  for  it  was  to  regnlate  the  relative  rank  of  neio 
officers.     And  such  are  Hamilton  and  Knox,  who,  prior  to  their 
late    appointments,  were  private  citizens,  without  other  claims  to 
office  or  rank  than  agreeably  to  their  positive  and  relative  talents 
and  merit.     If  Knox  has  a  legal  right  to  precede  Hamilton,  then 
HarnI,  who  was  a  brigadier    in   the  American  war,  will   precede 
Pinckney,  Hamilton,  and  Lee,  the  first  having  been  only  a  colonel, 
and  the  two  last  lieutenant>colonels ;  and  then,  too.  General  White 
m»i8t  precede  Dayton ;  and  the  practice  must  run  through  the  whole 
*f*'n  of  old  officers  who  shall  be  calletl  to  serve  in  the  new  army. 
^ieneral  Washington's  opinion  appears  by  the  arrangement  of  tlieir 
names  in  the  list  he  gave  in  his  own  handwriting  to  the  Secretary 
*>'  War,  who  laid  it  before  the  President,  who  had  requested  Gen- 
"^  Washington's  opinions  on  the  officers  proper  to  be  called  into 
WfTice,  in  the  principal  stations.    But,  besides  this,  General  Wash- 
"igton  wrote  a  letter  to  Hamilton,  left  it  open  for  the  Secretary  of 
"ar  to  take  a  copy,  and  tlie  latter  laid  the  original  liefore  the 
President.     In  that  letter.  General  Washington  says  explicitly  to 
Hamilton  :  "  Too  will  see  that  as  to  my  old  friend.  General  Knox, 
whom  I  love  and  ^teem,  I  have  ranke<l  him  below  you  both, "  — 
tint  is,  below  both  Hamilton  and  Pinrkney,  between  whom  alone 
Aere  arose  any  hesitation  in  General  Washington's  mind,  and  that 
rfiiefly  from    local    considerations :    the    high    respect    Iwirne    for 
General  Pinckney  in  the  Southern  States;  his  grt-at  iKipularity, 
■dded  to  his  being  really  a  soldier;  and  the  probability  that  the 
Southern  States  would  be  the  theatre  of  war,  and  where,  conse- 
^ently.  the  great  popularity  of  General  Pinckney,  and  the  exten- 
'i^e  influence  of  his  connections,  would  render  his  services,  in  an 
*'^table  station,  of  immense  importance. 

1  have  much  more  of  detail  to  give  you,  but  fear  I  shall  miss  the 
"^l-  The  object  of  this  letter  is  to  engage  you  in  this  matter  in 
*ach  Way  aa  you  and  one  or  two  confidential  friends  (say  Higgin- 
"ti  and  Ames)  shall  deem  most  eligible  to  prevail  on  the  President 
'"Wqnieaceinthe  first  arrangement, —  Hamilton,  Pinckney,  Knox. 
^e  affair  has  been  fully  and  handsomely  stated  in  a  private  letter 
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from  Mr.  Woloou  to  tlic  Prmlditnt :  die  nrgiinieiits  are  irrefntfft 
hie.  and  oiif^ht  to  lie  irreHictitiV.  But  (lie  Prt-fiilenl  lias  comtniuet 
himself  «)  £»r,  k  will  hp  •lifHmll  In  rctnnt ;  anil  ret  liiit  owd  honor 
reptitatiou.  aiifi  iuflutiice  we  all  thuik  invulveJ  in  it,  ■inl  Uit-jv 
with  the  public  wn-lfare.  HamilUiTi  will  nol  Bcrve,  if  snppraeded  hj 
Kuox.  Yet  this  U  n  fitct  wliioh  it  mny  not  be  expedient  to  com- 
mttniciite  tn  rJie  PrfH<leut,  for  lie  pen«on»lly  dislikes  Ilnniilluu,  ttU 
may  in  thiit  vrnv  hn  willint;  \o  f^et  rid  of  him.  For  tlic-  PrtMideni 
does  not  L-sttmulv  tiji;  uliilttiv^i  us  all  otiivr  jiiiltlio  dwu  do:  tmy,  h« 
thlntiA  tlip  jHiiilic  voico  prc'ferH  Knni,  jind  thitt  the  "  Five  J»t-» 
England  Stfltf»t  will  not  nnhmit  to  thn  hntniltation  inlf>nd«d  foi 
lla-m, "  —  lh;it  is.  in  |)I:inn^'  Ifainilluu  ril(i>ve  Knox!  How  egregi- 
ously  th«  I*rt*«jili>nt  in  mixinfurnit-^l !  The  miiil  Li  ready  to  cIo«& 
And  I  m\M  qnit  abrapttT'.  Pray  nontrive  onme  means'  of  prerent- 
ing  «o  seriou!)  n  mistake  bb  is  here  prewntwl  to  your  view.  U 
Knox  couhl  Ito  [M-rsnadwl  (lint  llie  voice  of  the  conntry,  wren  oi 
New  Kn<;lttn4l,  rfi|niri-«i  Hamilton  to  Inc  plaeed  second  to  Geueral 
Wiuhiij^toti.  ati<)  lluit  tJie  old  ruW  will  not  legally  apply  (o  tbe 
Iiresfiii  tasL'.  —  and  that,  if  they  do,  tliey  are  deeidetUy  in  favor  ol 
Ilnmihoii,  —  per-iinpg  he  niay  l)e  incluoed  to  witliiiniw  bis  claim. 
This  mi^ht  y^t  s'Hve  his  owti  repiitntiou,  while  it  would  r«liev«  thn 
Prt'sidciit  fn»m  eslrenm  (?inharras«ment. 

The  tinttuv  (if  this  ciimuiuuiL-aUun  In  delicate,  and  I  oouimit  it  to 
your  perfect  ctmlidfru'w. 

Very  «ncerely  yours,  Timotkt  Pickebikg. 


4 


Cabot  to  Pickerixo. 

Bkooklimb,  Mm>.,  SepLST^ 
Deak  Sir,  —  Your  confidoiiti."*!  coiiin»tnicatioii  of  the  20th  wai 
received  luitt  evening,  nnrl  iduil)  Ik-  attended  to  without  delay. 

The  order  of  the  appoinUaeDt^,  being  supposed  to  have  cetab- 
litthed  the  rank,  wa»  very  hijihly  approved  here  by  tbt>«e  whose  solici- 
tiidi<  for  the  ptihlic  wcHwe  is  ^i^K■c^«.  It  ftoon  appeared,  however, 
tliat  uiiother  xurt  of  men  witru  aciivu  in  uuuuuru^lug  tlie  diwoo* 
IcnlM  wliirli  Knox  mi^hl  Im  likuly  to  f«-i-l.  1  Uiink,  however,  an 
acqtitcBcence  would  linve  tionii  taken  place,  if  Gene.rat  Lincoln '  had 

>  General  BenJAUiia  Lincoln,  dltlingaialii'd  In  tlie  war  of  IndeperKlence. 
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not  countenanced  Knox's  pretensions  in  a  manner  more  decided 
tban  ifl  usual  for  him  to  act  in  any  political  affairs.  Tbe  priucipul 
reason  for  this  extraordinary  conduct  is  probably  to  be  found  in 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  General  Lincoln,  who  is  an  iudorser 
of  Enox'a  notes,  which  are  floating  iu  this  quarter  to  a  very  great 
amount. 

Aly  first  impression  on  reading  your  letter  is  that  I  ought  to 
write  a  letter  to  the  President,  stating  the  course  of  public  opinion 
here  as  it  has  appeared  to  me. 

If  this  idea  should  be  pursued,  I  will  transmit  you  a  copy  of 
what  I  shall  write  him. 

j^Ir.  Iligginson,  who  is  with  me,  thinks  of  nothing  better  at 
present;  and  I  shall  call  Ames  to  co-operate  with  us  either  by 
t&king  a  similar  step,  or  by  making  a  visit  for  the  purpose. 
I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  faithful  friend,  Geohge  Cabot. 

CiBOT  TO  John  Adams. 

(PriVnte.) 

Brooklise,  Sept.  20, 1708. 

Deir  Sib, —  A  sincere  desire  to  preveut  a  possible  embarrass- 
i^^nt  to  the  administration  of  our  government,  and  to  see  preserved 
ciitire  that  inHuence  by  which  alone  the  honor  and  independence 
of  our  nation  can  be  maintained,  has  induced  me  to  trouble  you 
witti  my  thoughts  at  this  time. 

^Vhen  the  apiwintments  of  major-generals  were  lirst  known,  it 
Wag  readily  perceived  that  the  order  in  which  they  were  made 
naturally  determined  their  rank  ;  and  it  was  seen  with  inlinite 
•atisfaction,  by  the  most  zealous  friends  of  our  country,  tliiit  the 
actual  arrangement  was  in  the  highest  degree  propitious  to  the 
•^cority  and  welfare  of  tlie  United  States. 

Among  the  many  respectable  persons  whose  opinions  were  early 
^iscloBed  to  me,  there  was  not  one  who  did  not  applaud  the  execu- 
ti^e  for  having  happily  united  in  the  military  service  thf  greatest 
*^ightof  character  with  the  greatest  powers  of  genius  :in<l  talents, 
in  a  manner  perfectly  adapted  to  the  present  exigency  aud  to  fiitnre 
coDtingencies.  But  this  excellent  disposition,  so  much  ft|iproved  by 
one  sort  of  men,  could  not  please  men  of  another  sort,  who  eagerly 
■^led  an  opportunity  to  disturb  it  by  suggesting  that  Guuerol 
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Kdox  wouM  he  ilisgraceil,  If  he  scnetl  in  a  Btadoo  ^ubonlioau}  la 
Coioiit;!  lIuitiillMii.  Few  men  who  \tn*ne»»  a  oominoti  [Kirtion  of 
vanitT  nr  aniliiLian  are  ahlii  iii  nn'iat  an  attack  of  tliiit  kind ;  and 
yut  I  Iwlivvt*  iliat  General  Iviwjx's  own  consdunsucss  oC  the  Tast 
safieriorii^  of  hi«  rivul,  rr>-op<>.rating  with  a  natural  good  temper, 
would  have  produced  his  DiinJ  i]c<)»iesoenr«,  if  lie  Jiai)  hoen  lefl 
wholly  to  hini«clf.  But  he  wns  not:  oo  the  coDtrary.  tie  wa» 
»tiinulalt-d  to  dcclnro  his  diacontonla,  which  hp  did  pretty  soon  lu 
vvliis{K-rii  aujiuiig  his  friuudi^.  Kvcu  heru  ht«  miylit  havu  siuppi'd,  if 
he  hnd  hffa  ooun:«nanred  nidy  hy  tlioHe  who  rei»rol)at«  nil  llio 
iricxsuivs  of  the  execuUt'e ;  but  be  eoon  fonud  hitneelf  iupported  hj 
Geneid  Luicoln  in  a  manner  more  demiTe  than  is  usual  for  him 
of  1:ilf^  years  to  support  atiy  political  opinions. 

Thti  feLdin»s  of  General  Knox  am  so  iiiUural,  that,  if  tlii^y  do 
Dot  justify  liU  conduct,  th«y  at  leiist  explniu  it ;  but  I  voiifvss  all 
my  own  reflections  leave  me  at  some  loss  for  ihe  moliv68  of  Gen- 
eral Liitculn.  It  wofi  ut  fir8t  insisted  oa  that  as  General  KnoK 
could  not,  cijiisisk'iitly  wilh  his  honor,  serve  in  a  stuliuu  btdow 
Culouvl  Huciiillon.  it  inu.st  be  pre»umi>d  that  tbu  ap|>oiucoMinu 
were  not  made  in  Ihe  order  they  apjtearcd ;  hut,  Llie  fa<t  beiii^ 
Asveriaintid.  it  was  then  contondwl  that  the  priority  of  order  gave 
no  priority  ut  rank  in  appohilnmuis  iiiadts  oti  ihu  saino  day. 

This  dotlrine,  I  belicvfi,  u  iiow,  l»otli  nt  the  seat  of  gi^vemmeat 
and  here,  and  it  would  seem  ut  me,  if  it  were  udmitied,  would  ban 
the  ub^unl  effect  of  destroying  all  claims  to  priority  of  rank  among 
penious  uppointed  on  the  same  thiy,  and  who  hud  not  btreu  ufhcer* 
before. 

I  do  not  recollect  ever  to  have  heard  it  denied  until  now  that 
the  priority  in  the  onler  of  Bppiiiiiuu4;nu  on  iho  same  day  settled 
the  rank  as  riccisively  as  a  priority  of  yt-ars. 

Such  were  the  ideas  which  prevailed  in  the  Senate  at  the  Itma 
of  the  DHVa]  iippoiutuieiits  iu  1794,  and  such  thvy  oouiinue;  fiir  I 
am  iiifonned  thai  in  the  late  session  the  ((Ufstion  was  etai-ted.  and 
thu  coijcuirenoe  of  the  Senate  with  the  nominationa  of  all  the 
tnajor-geuerali,  except  that  of  Colonel  rinmiliuD,  would  have  been 
pDollKined  for  a  day  to  prevent  doubts  as  to  bis  rank  ;  hut  that  the 
perfect  eonviutiou  uf  his  niuk  beiu};  tiocured  by  a  prior  nominatioo 
by  !h«  Preiiiieni,  and  a  prior  Roncnrremw  of  the  Senatv,  reatlered 
the  postfHinement  unnecessary.  But  it  is  said  there  is  a  role 
whii.'h  governn  in  this  case,  and  which  was  estobluhed  iu  our 
Kevolutiotmry  war. 
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There  is,  I  am  told,  a  resolve  which  declares  that,  in  elections 
made  od  the  same  daj  of  officers  to  the  same  rank,  the  priority 
shall  be  determined  bj  the  rank  held  previous  to  the  elections. 
This  was,  I  believe,  a  special  provision  for  a  particular  description 
of  persons  designated  by  the  resolve.  There  is,  however,  another 
resolve  which  is  general,  and  which  provides,  according  to  what 
seetus  reasonable,  without  any  positive  rule,  that  in  elections  on 
the  same  day  the  rank  shall  follow  in  the  order  of  the  elections; 
therefore,  if  either  of  these  obsolete  resolves  be  applicable,  which 
at  best  is  donbtfiil,  it  would  seem  natural  to  take  the  latter,  which 
is  general,  and  was  intended  for  all  new  officers,  as  all  those  must 
be  considered  who  are  private  citizens  and  out  of  all  office  at  the 
time  of  appointment. 

I  recollect  there  were  some  occasions  in  which  pains  were  taken 

to  accommodate  the  pretensions  of  gentlemen  founded  on  these 

antiquated  titles,  bat  1  think  they  were  always  treated  as  mere 

matters  of  discretion,  and  never  admitted  as  rightful  claims  ;  and  I 

«n  sorry  to  add  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  attention  which  has  been 

given  them  in  many  instances  has  been  very  prejudicial  to  the 

public  service. 

And  I  do  not  see,  if  the  opinions  of  Generals  Lincoln  and  Knox 
ire  correct,  why  other  officers  of  the  former  army  now  employed 
most  not  be  elevated  above  Pinckney,  Hamilton,  and  Lee,  and  thus 
the  whole  line  of  new  appointments  be  deranged  and  broken  up  ; 
■Q  evil  which  I  think  the  country  would  deplore  as  great  in  the 
extreme.  I  would  not  venture  to  say  what  is  the  opinion  of  the 
mwt  eoltghtened  men  through  New  England,  concerning  the  char- 
"cter  of  every  individual  of  the  major-generals  ;  but,  on  the  com- 
psntive  merits  and  talents  of  Hamilton  and  Knox,  I  am  well 
pfiwnaded  there  is  a  remarkable  uniformity  of  sentiment  in  favor 
of  the  former.  It  has  been  intimated  to  me  repeatedly  that 
wneral  Knox's  friends  cherished  a  hope  that  the  President  would 
listen  to  his  demands,  and  might  be  persuaded  to  favor  them.  If 
there  is  aa  expectation  of  this  kind,  I  have  presumed  it  might  be 
"^eful  to  be  apprised  of  it,  and  I  indulge  the  belief  that  my  motives 
for  offering  this  notice  will  be  so  justly  appreciated  as  to  ren{ler  an 
ipology  unnecessary. 

1  am,  sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  unfeigned  respect  and  attach- 
'"^''t,  Your  most  obedient  and  faithful  servant, 

George  Cabot. 

^^  PRBSIDEKT  or  THE  TJkITED  StATEB. 


168        lifb  and  lett£its  of  obobqe  cabot. 
Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

{PrinOe.) 

BnooKLTKi,  Oct.  9i 

Mt  prar  Sir,  — I  hare  juBt  written  to  Mr.  Fickeriiig  a  ehurl 
If^tter.  in  which  I  hnve  siiggBsl^ci  a  niorhoil  by  which  All  emburan- 
mciit  reMiIttng  from  Ui«  i|iit^tion  uf  nink  tnn,T  pagitii/y  be  prm'enled. 
General  Knox  has  Mid  that  he  cptilrl  noiaicsce  in  the  »rr«ti^em«ni 
mwlo,  if  General  Pinefeney  ooold.  Now,  as  I  am  ^lislml  rhfl 
•iTBugi-un-iit  is  in  all  respect*  proper.  I  preBorot)  Pinckiit-v  will  uol 
ennnteniiitop  the  olij(>otion  mnalt;  by  Knox  ;  iiihI  thpr^fore,  ev<'-n  if 
Fini^twy  for  iithnr  rBOHoiiH  Hlutiild  ilfM-Jiti?  the  wrtrio;,  he  niay  ao 
inanagv  ux  to  flissipale  tti(.>  (IduIiU  excited  hy  Knox's  friemls. 

We  arc  itll  italiHlons  to  wv  what  course  Gorry  inlenih  lo  Heer, 
that  we  may  shape  o«r  own  accordingly.  The  gross  impropriety 
'>  and  folly  of  bin  condnct  in  Fmrici!  niakt-A  it  difGoill  for  him  to  a<rt 
A  right  part  bi-rrr.  ovon  if  be  is  w«ll  difeptiswl.  He  baa  dividwd  the 
delfjL^ution,  H*  if  to  «)iow  th:it  it  nffiremrnt^Ml  a  divide*!  cxmntry:  h« 
hiw  held  secret  conferences  wiih  the  Freueh  govemroent,  to  which 
]ii»  co]Ipji};^eii  had  a  rtif/it  to  be  jirivy.  and  hi^  eiiguf^inent  that 
ihey  phouM  not  wb«  conCrai7  to  duty  ;  ht*  has  acted  oonforraably  to 
thu  Krendi  maiciiD,  tbiit  liwrn  might  Iw  an  adjnsliufnit  of  diffprenetM 
and  iLii  e^taiiliflhuient  o{  fratuniiiy  with  »«,  by  Bamficiiii;  our  gov- 
<TnmiMil  anil  di*.ivnwiiig  the  principle*  and  policy  of  it«  whninta- 
tmiion.  It  wonid  aeem,  therefore,  as  if  lie  must  say  now  that  pface 
and  Hnfety  were  attainable,  if  our  govenimeut  h.id  not  prevented  it 
by  precipitating  mejisnre,<)  of  hostility. 

I  liu|H-.  however,  hv  will  Auy  nuLliiii";  of  thla  kind ;  and  it  is  aaid 
hi»  lungnn^t;  in  spjirobulory  of  tlie  Hdministration.  A  few  dayv 
more  will  diwilnae  to  ns  his  ileterminatinn.  I  wish  the  Pmi- 
dent  knew  precisely  how  Gerry  is,  and  will  l>e.  viewed  by  Lb« 
friends  of  gorL-mnient ;  but  your  own  rc-ixilleetion  of  what  pujmed 
at  your  table  ^  must  aog^eHt  the  d<?]icacy  I  fuel  towards  him  ou  ibis 

_"x 

■  In  a  Idler  lo  liiR  wEfc.  daieil  June  21,  ITIVi,  Mr.  AAtkmtjky%z  "I  dined 

ycBtcrdny  nl  Mr.  Wcilcolt's.  ihe  SeL-retir>'  uf  the  Trvnsnry.  wlih  KInfr,  KlU- 

^'Worlli,  tind  ChWi,  nn<l  n  fvw  oiher».    Tlie  coiiTeriiiiil<jii  mnie«1  uptn  old 

'  time*.     Onp  nf   tlip  cnm|iiiny  fx |iivi'*E^[t   utich  invi^ptw^  afpiinNt  my  eld 

frieiBl  Gerry  that  I  could  not  hetp  inking  up  hii  vindjcatloa.    Tito  tutan 

I  vhrciion  of  a  ptvcmor.  iii  c»*e  of  an  etnjuy  nhair,  excite*  a  jealoiuy  wUk-li 

I  liavo  long  (leroi^VLxl.    TIhdl'  tliinfn  "'ill  alwayg  Iw  ao.    Gerrj's  mrril  li 

biferlor  to  that  of  nu  roan  In  Mii««ai;liuMtl>,  except  the  prvKnt  ((ovcnuwi 
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sccoont,  ^a  cannot  have  forgotten  the  warmth  with  which  I  in- 
sisted on  his  nnJitness  for  all  great  affairs.  The  experience  which 
has  been  had  of  the  justness  of  my  opinion  would  make  a  recog- 
nition of  it  extremely  painfnl.  It  is  unfortunate  that  Congress  did 
not  declare  war :  the  danger  of  French  artifice  would  then  have 
heen  less.  It  is  impossible  to  make  the  people  feel  or  see  distinctly 
that  we  have  much  more  to  fear  from  peace  than  war :  that  peace 
<»nnot  be  real,  and  only  leaves  open  a  door  by  which  the  enemy 
enters;  and  that  war  would  shut  him  out;  that  the  French  are 
wolves  in  sheep's  clothing,  entreating  to  be  received  as  friends,  that 
they  may  be  enabled  to  destroy  and  devour.  But  war  open  and 
declared  would  not  only  deprive  our  external  enemy  of  his  best 
hopes,  but  would  also  estinguitih  the  hopes  of  interual  foes.  The 
"ghts  and  duties  of  every  citizen  in  a  state  of  war  would  be  known 
•nd  regarded. 

Traitors  and  sedition-mongers,  who  are  now  protected  and  toler- 
***<i,  would  then  be  easily  restrained  or  punished.  I  hope  there- 
^^T^  we  shall  not  long  persist  in  pacific  war,  with  one  part  of  our 
•"tiaeng  against  us  and  another  part  neutral.  At  this  moment^  it 
appears  to  me  every  thing  depends  on  the  approaching  elections : 
^  they  issue _/aroraMy.  the  hands  of  the  country  need  l>c  bound  no 
^^fi^r !  and,  in  that  case,  I  think  the  executive  can  do  every  tiling. 
'  Or,  if  the  present  Congress  at  the  next  session  refuses  to  do  any 
"ling  which  national  safety  requires,  the  executive  ou/fht  to  summon 
'ue  new  Congress  on  the  5th  of  March,  and  ought  to  say  that  the 
"ew  elected  representative  body,  just  constituted  by  the  people, 
"luat  be  well  qualified  to  declare  their  will ;  and,  as  from  the 
"Umerous  addresses  from  every  part  of  the  Union  the  people 
^em  to  be  strongly  impressed  with  the  reality  of  the  dangers  of 

*ccording  to  my  ideas  and  judgment  of  merit  I  wi»h  he  was  more  enlarged, 
lioweTer,  and  more  correct  in  liia  views.  He  never  was  one  of  the  threads 
^d  into  the  Emcx  knot,  and  was  never  popular  with  that  set." 

The  diacuBsion  apparently  wm  ibarp ;  and  "  one  of  llie  company  "  —  Mr. 
'-*b«t,  as  appears  from  the  letter  given  above  —  rentenilxjred  it  well,  and 
'*'  t  a  delicacy  in  speaking  again  to  Mr.  Adams  on  the  subject.  Mr,  Adams 
•^•^od  alone  in  his  admiration  for  Gerry,  and  was  apparently  very  aensi- 
^'■«  to  any  aUosions  to  him.  (See  Works  of  Kcltering,  III.  441.)  Mr. 
Adatni  attributed  the  general  low  opinion  of  Gerry's  talents  to  tlio  Essex 
federalists;  and  this  deepened  his  fi>eltngs  on  this  point,  as  on  every 
•"Wr  which  concerned  the  natives  of  that  county.  Indeed,  the  hoHtility  of 
>**  "E*gei  Junto  "to  Gerry  seems  to  have  been  his  strongest  claim  for 
1^>  Adams's  affection  and  admiration. 
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tlio  coiinlrr,  they  ought  to  have  tlic  carlk-fit  oi>|x>rtunily  of  tkkin 
such  liiL'UiurM  w  i1m-',v  Lliuik  iinliitp.fiisiiblo  to  (he  sLfurily  of  ih 
Uuited  SlaLM,  Kiicl  which  biiv«  not  B|>])wired  to  to  one  braoc 
of  liie  prtiaent  IfgiBlamre.  A  proclamatinn.  well  formed  on  th 
[iriuciplu,  addreeeed  to  tbo  nvw  llousu,  woiilil  give  dieni  a  Btroo 
and  ri^ht  impiilae,  and,  I  have  do  douM,  would  be  •urciigtheued  h 
the  apirit  of  the  psople.  The  new  Coiigre^,  niL-«Ling  nodtr  sac 
iiDpre»«ionit,  could  net  with  vigor  aiid  deci&iou  ;  and  we  should  n 
longer  doubt  whether  our  roprrs^nlatiTes  were  Frt!n<':hniea  c 
AmuricBiu.  yai'vwuU.  G.  Cabox.. 


Cabot  to  Pickeki.vo. 

iPrwalt.i 


d 


BsooKLLis,  Oct.  6,  IT06. 

AIt  dear  Sir,  —  I  sent  by  the  post  some  dnye  ago  the  letter 
promiseil  you  I  wuuld  write  lo  the  PrpsIdpiiL  Mr.  lligginitoii  an 
Mr.  Aim-B  approved  ii;  mid  1  ha-vc,  by  thuir  adviw,  wM  a  copy  c 
it,  (oj;;etli«i'  willi  yours,  to  Mr.  Gowlbue,  Hocoinjiauied  with  a  requei 
that  he  woiibl  mnhe  a  viRit  to  Quitiny,  to  enforce  the  ideas  of  mii 
chief  n-hich  we  nil  uutert^iiii  fri>tu  any  attempt  to  derange  tbe  onlc 
of  gpivLTal  ufTK-fis  wbicb  iiuw  is  I'lil^ibliiihed.  Mi'hen  I  get  B 
copy  buck  from  Mr.  GoiKlhuc,  it  ghiill  be  lrauBiuitl«d  to  yon,  th:i 
you  Qtay  ^e  preciitely  what  it  i».  General  Knox  is  now  in  Main 
hut  will  bo  at  Boston,  probnhly.  in  n  wer-k  or  ten  dfiyft.  1/  I  <a 
oontrivu  to  »uiit«fy  liiui  that  he  niust  1h>  a  lo^er  if  hu  ptirsnes  th 
game  whitJi  be  in  ]>hij-iit/;,  T  mUjiII  rfrt»iii1y  du  it ;  but,  at  prvsffnt, 
thiok  of  no  pemon  here  wh(i  f»n  U'll  him  all  he  ought  to  know  I 
a  manner  that  would  be  well  received.  Colonel  Wadsworthf'  c 
Ilarliord,  could  maiiAgc  the  biisini'ttfi  pL-rfuctly  welt,  if  he  wer 
applied  to  for  the  purpoae  hy  Mr.  Woicott,  and  could  aftenrard 
He  Knox. 

Colontd  WudHworth  Ijafi  hc«D  in  tlic  hahtta  of  friendship  aoi 
hititoncy  with  Knox  fiir  many  years,  and  has  been  accustomed  t 
tell  liini  of  bin  iaxilin  with  ^reat  freedom;  and  hu,  I  believe,! 
Bome  insNinres  rfally  served  him  by  doing  it.  For  my  owti  part, 
ibouM  rievi^r  trii/i  to  be  so  employed ;  but,  in  a  cane  where  gm 
good  might  be  expected  from  it,  no  mnn  ought  lo  dcfiUne  it. 

A  iew  days  tduoe,  I  gave  a  little  dinner  to  Mt.  Lulou'a*  ianul 


*  Set- iihiivo.  p.Ol. 
■  Tbe  Biiliati  minblfir. 
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including  Mr.  Jeffrey,  his  host ;  and  knowing,  aa  I  did.  that  the 
doctrines  of  General  Knox  on  the  subject  of  rank  had  been  vehe- 
mentlj  insisted  on  at  Jeffrey's  table,  by  Dr.  Eustis,'  Morton,  and 
others,  I  purposely  introduced  the  subject,  and  pronounced  my 
opiuion  very  emphatically,  that  Knox  would  be  ultimately  injured 
by  suffering  himself  to  be  pushed  forward  in  the  manner  he  did.  I 
urged  that  the  rank  was  now  legally  settled,  according  to  usage  ae 
Well  as  reason  ;  and  that,  by  denying  it,  the  preference  of  Colonel 
llamiltoD  would  become  so  apparent  as  to  injure  Knox  both  in 
''is  feelings  and  reputation. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  an  appeal  was  made  to  Mr. 
Liston  and  Lord  Henry  Stuart,  both  of  whom  declared  that,  in 
'England,  if  an  officer  were  once  out  of  commission.  yJ-om  ant/  cause, 
"***  old  rank  would  be  lost,  if  he  came  into  service  again  ;  and  that 
"*^  must  regidarly  go  through  all  the  grades  which  any  one  would, 
^ixty  had  never  been  commissioned. 

I* lie  result  of  our  whole  conversation  was  a  unanimity  of  senti- 

''^^tit  that  our  government  was  right  in  its  arrangement,  and  that 

"^  <iaestion  could  properly  be  raised  concerning  the  rank.     I  have 

^^n  told  that   Knox  latterly  said  he  woul<l  serve,  if  General 

"lOckney  did,  and  not  otherwise.     If,  therefore.  General  Ptnck- 

^^y  should  feel  no  such  motives  for  refusing   as  operate  here,  the 

^iiole  difficulty  may  be  avoided  ;  for,  if  Pinckney  refuses  to  serve 

**'oin  any  other  motive,  and  will  so  manage  as  to  demonstrate  his 

*^^n  acquiescence  in  the  rank,  Knox  may  be  perfectly  saved  on  his 

**Wn  terms. 

Air.  Gerry  is  at  length  returned,  and,  I  am  told,  passed  some 
'***»e  yesterday  at  Quincy. 

X  am  not  well  informed  yet  of  the  course  he  steers.  The  half- 
^'ay  men  say  he  condemns  the  French  bitterly,  and  recommends 
**^  our  people  onion  and  vigor;  and,  it  is  said,  lie  declared  to 
**-  Sobbins  (the  speaker  of  our  House  of  Representatives)  that 
"e   highly  approved  of  the  spirited  measures  of  our  government, 

On  the  other  hand,  I  am  informed  credibly  that,  since  he  left 
*"  r^nce,  he  haa  maintained  strenuously  the   ridiculous  and  dan- 
Berx)U8  opinion   that  peace   might  have   been   preserved,   if  our 
E*^Vemment  had  not  proceeded  so  far  iu  the  measures  of  hostility. 
With  unfeigned  esteem  and  affection, 

I  remain  your  assured  friend,  G.  Cabot. 

1  See  above,  p.  82. 
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Cabot  to  Fickf.riko. 

BsooKLiitK,  Oct  IS,  1798^ 
Mr  DKAR  SiK,  —  I  have  tW  pleiwiir©  to  enclose  yoii  a  copy  o£ 

irhnt  r  wrote  lo  [he  President,  in  obedience  to    your  commands 

Although  what  I  hare  written  will  do  liUle  more  than  confirm  th^ 
iih'A  rti  what  tlie  public  neutimcnt  must  be.  yei  I  euinnt   thiu)^ 
taunt  ii  Ditctrefiiiry  iu  Uiis  atHe:  hut  every  <liij  conviiice»  mn  of  lbt=^ 
ini]u-oprieiy    of    the   local   separaliou   of   th«    Pre-HitieJit    from    tli< 
headfi  of  tlepartmeiita.     I  fenr  that,  at  this  momenu  tlie  tleatre 
palliaUi  Mr.  Cierry's  errors  influenres  liiR  Presitlent  In  apeuk  o 
ttl!  the  wivitys  as  having  comhR-ttfJ  «^(|ually  tctll  aiitl  vrquiilly  i 
This  h  not  tme.  ami.  if  pcrfi&teil  m.  will  justly  offend  those  tr! 
hfive  done  iheir  duty,  au<.I  all  their  fm-uUi.     I  pray  yuu  lo 
my  best  regards)  and  invan:Uile  <^t<'etn.  G.  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

Oct.  16. 1788. 
Dear  Sir. —  Every  day  brings  some  new  proof  of  the  neceau 
there  ia  tor  some  person  to  inform  the  President  of  the  danj^r 
which  he  ex|K)j(es  the  guvennnt-nt  a]id  hiiiiKetf,  by  atUfinpting  -^U 
▼indicate  Mr.  Gerry  at  the  expense  of  his  nolleaf^fui.     I  hni^^ 
jtiat  been   canvassing  the  subject  with  Mr.  Iltg^nson  and  >f 
Sewall  '  at  Boston.     We  are  all  aw:iru  of  the  Kchisins  among 
friends  of  govt^mmeni,  whicti  may  be  ai>preheiid«Ml ;  attd  we  ot^ 
eluded  to  urge  Otis  to  make  a  viMt  to  Quincy,  for  tlie  purpose 
communicating  freely  to  the  Prcairlent  what  pauses  ahmnd  on  lt"^«* 
subject,  and  how  much  his  Jrarihietr  expoKes  him  and  bis  friefiK-^^- 
Sewall  offers  to  ftrrom|iaiiy  Otiit,  if  retjuirml;  bnt  Ins  known  di»li.  "•**' 
of  Gerry  mnkpji  it  Itest  that  he  should  not  be  a  principal.     T'^cp^ 
recnlleet  enough  of  what  passed  nt  your  own  inble  to  pcrceS.  "^^ 
tha.t  I  am  disquaJified  to  iip«'ak  of  Mr.   Oerry   lo  ihe   Prewle-  ■■r**. 
Iluu  my  dear  Mr,  niu«l  there  not  he  something  more  done?     K-"^^^ 
it  iiol  l»eeome  a  maxim,  never  to  be  violated,  that  the   l*iw»wl^^*'' 
sliall  1>e  always  arcompani<Ml  by  those  whom  he  hoa  ac]e«t«d        ^^ 
as>iiitt  him  in  carrying  ou  the  executive  government?     If.  at  tm~TtJ 
time,  he  is  ab*erit  for  the  benefit  of  relaxation,  lei  it  be  adliert^B.     '" 
ttiat  he  does  no  business,  and  gives  no  opinions.    If  aome  syst*?*" 
1  Swv  aliove.  p.  113. 
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lite  this  IB  not  established,  there  will  be  no  order  nor  consistency 
in  oar  affairs.  It  is  a  delicate  thing  to  say  all  this  in  plain  terms  ; 
but  it  is  so  fit  and  proper,  indeed  so  indispensable  to  the  public, 
ud  to  the  ease  as  well  as  honor  of  the  President,  that  you  must 
caQse  it  to  be  well  understood. 

We  are  grieved  to  see  the  Maryland  elections  turn  out  so  ill. 
'Hie  spirit  of  French  democracy  ia  as  active  as  it  is  wicked,  and 
fias  becomes  more  than  a  match  for  every  other  sort  of  spirit. 
"e  had  been  flattering  ourselves  that  in  this  State  we  should  have 
00  more  Jacobin  votes  after  the  present  Congress ;  but  Isaac  Par- 
ser '  will  decline,  and  will  be  succeeded  by  Dearborn.*     Vamum  ' 
'^    more  likely  to   be  chosen  than  not,  and  Freeman  *  may   be 
elected  merely  because   no  good  Federalist  will  consent  to  be  a 
*=«iididate  in  his  district.  G.  C. 


PiCKEBiNo  TO  Cabot. 

TKEXTOy,  Oct.  20, 1798. 
Dear  Sir,  —  I  have  this  morning  read  Colonel  Hamilton's 
'^tter  of  the  ISth  instant  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  which  is  the 
■"Allowing  passage.      Having  mentioned   the  arrival   of  General 
■*^iiickuey,  he  says :  — 

"  You  will  leam  with  pleasure  that  he  sent  me  a  message  by 
Noting  Rutledge,  purporting  his  entire  satisfaction  with  the  mili- 
*^^  arrangements,  and  readiness  to  serve  under  my  command, 
^'-^nimunicat©  this  to  our  frieuds  Pickering  and  Wolcott,  as  I  am 
**ot  well  enough  to  write  them  by  this  post." 

This,  according  to  an  intimation  in  your  letter  to  me,  will  settle 
^e  matter  with  Knox.  But  his  cohduct  has  been  such  in  this 
^fifur  as  cauQot  fail  to  have  displeased  his  old  patron  and  former 
'riend,  Greneral  Washington  ;  and  I  doubt  whetlier  there  will  exist 

'  Afterwards  s  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  clik-f  jiutice  of 
**»«»»cbn»ett«. 

*  General  Henry  Dearborn.  Afterwards  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  cabinet,  and 
I**^ininent  in  the  war  of  1612. 

*  Joieph  Bradley  Vamum,  general  in  the  Revolutionary  army ;  for 
****ny  years  a  leading  Democrat ;  member  of  Congreia  from  MaBsachusetta, 
**i<3  Speaker  of  the  Houae  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  Congrecses. 

*  I  presume  tbia  refera  to  Dr.  Nathaniel  Freeman,  a  local  politician  of  aome 
^orninence  in  the  Plymouth  diatrict,  and  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
^l«at.    He  was  never  a  member  of  Congrett. 
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again  that  \H:r(ef!L  oorJiuliiy  hotwecn  tlicm.  or  between  HAiailtnn 
uid  Knox.  Ttie  liitler,  Iiowevt^r.  iiiinit  (kv\  litmKvIf  so  tnucb  in  the 
wrong  that  it  may  prortiire  a  mn(U-*(  (iemennor,  nnd  reslort>  him  to 
their  frientltihip:  it  may  do  liim  good  to  have  l)e<<ii  a  liitlu  iroultletl 

I  received  this  mortiiQg  a  letter  frnm  Mr.  King,  n  lellf r  in  whicb 
is  the  fullowiii};  jiaseoge ;  '*  Xotwitlmlaniliiig  his  pret^^nded  deli- 
cacy, Hj)iit«v.-il '  by  no  means  ticiiics  the  agency  asmlipil  to  him 
in  Kulicititig  llii-  hrilie  mjiiitx-d  by  T.flli-yrand.  Colonel  TniiiiUutl. 
wiio  wns  at  Paris  soon  afli_T  the  nrrivnl  there  of  thfi  cotntnissionert. 
ha^  more  than  ottce  iufonneil  me  that  llauteval  told  him  ibat  hut}t  llie 
douffur  and  the  loan  were  indispcnaaKle.  and  iirgi>d  him  lo  <-in)doi| 
bifi  inflncncu  with  thu  iVuiuriciu)  cooiniij!Hi<iiit!n<  to  offer  the  brib* 
u  well  as  tlie  kmn."  Dt-licaie  [tflwrcf  iUttjihl*  in  .V-S.J  wlien  doj 
ciphering  the  despatches,  I  voluntarily  spared  bii  name,  becaOM 
the  envoys  mentioned  it  with  respect,  for  secrecy  wus  eojotnes 
only  with  regard   tn   S.  and   T, 

Pray  wrilo  nu!  fmni  time  U)  time  of  Gerry's  deportment,  nam 

ooutrivo  to  tiavu  bis  derulicLious  minuted  for  future  use.  ^_ 

I  am,  with  siucc-ro  affection,  ^H 

Yom-i,  T.  PiCBEitnr^ 

Cabot  to  Pickkkino.  ^H 

{Cw^atial.) 

BBoaELisi,  Oct.  aft,  ITWl 

Mr  DEAR  SiRf  —  I  have  received  yonr  faror  of  the  Ifith.  a,^i 
am  bnppy  to  find  Ihat  the  husIneRs  which  gave  rim  to  our  pruues' 
corr««pondciioc  is  likely  to  And  ho  well.  Gt>tier:il  Knox  liiu  lat^Si 
been  aonunoued  to  Ilo^^tou  by  ur^c^iit  and  anxious  trediiora.  K: 
doea  not  now  pay  lii»  note^,  and  General  Lincoln's  properly  b  * 
toched.  now  many  puinful  retleotions  ari«e  from  thns^  incidence 
TiTio  does  not  see  iliat  ihe  manners  of  our  couniry  are  daily  nia' 
ting  ns  for  a  mild  eltvlive  govcnimfiiit  ?  l£  our  great  men  ■»  *' 
bo  gimrdt^d  by  sliuriffu,  thoeu  sheriffs  must  be  suf&ciently  atroo^ 
kcKp  them. 

Mr.  Gerry  ii  very  copioua  in  deola rations  of  loyalty.  lie  m^l 
all  nniet  unite  with  the  government,  and  even  tho!ie  who  do  u' 
approve  every  measure  are,  uevertbeless,  bound  to  support  \hva 
lie  is  also  liberal  in  his  condemnation  of  the  French  goventinfioC 

'  One  of  Tnlk-yniud's  nRcnts  la  ileinnnillnK  1>Hbeii  Irnm  Ih*  Amfrfc** 
en*o>»,  b«ner  known  by  ih«  letter  '£■  in  the  X  V.  £.  despau-lica. 
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fta  he  Btill  maintaina  (tu  h«  alvxafi  must)  that  an  adjustment  nu'gbt 
bave  been  made,  &c  Our  good  people  all  censure  Mr.  Marshall 
for  his  opinions  of  the  Sedition  Act.  I  have  examined  what  ho 
bas  said,  and  have  moderated  the  blame  they  incur  as  well  as  I 
wnld.  I  also  desired  a  young  friend  to  write  the  vindication  you 
saw  in  Wednesday's  "  Centinel." 

The  President's  answer  to  the  Machiaa  address  has  attracted 

sonie  attention,  from  the  disposition  it  manifests  to  merge  the  great 

errors  of  a  very  little  man  with  the  little  errors  (if  any  can  be 

">und)  of  great  and  good  men.     This  may  become  the  source  of 

Serious  disquietude  among  the  friends  of  government.     I  have 

**Ken  some  pains  to  arrest  its  progress,  but  with  little  success  hith- 

^to.    I  hope,  however,  to  cause  it  to  be  understood  that  tilence  on 

*^«  eomforative  merits  of  the  envoys  would  be  proper. 

I  think  the  President  will  soon  discover  that  Knox  is  not,  and 
***•  not  heen,  thought  a  suitable  man  for  the  second  commander  by 
^6  best  New  England  men.  Even  in  Boston,  the  number  is  small 
^«o  hold  him  very  high,  and  those  mostly  table  friends  or  expec- 
~'*'»ta  of  office.  It  is  openly  said  he  declines,  which,  if  true,  you 
***ow  from  the  war  office. 

Yours,  faithfully  and  affectionately,         G.  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  Pickebing. 

Bhookline,  Oct.  31,  1708. 

Dear  Sib,  —  A  great  deal  of  pains  has  heen  taken  to  give  a 

^*'ong  direction  to  the  public  sentiment  on  the  subject  of  the  late 

''Military  appointments,  but  I  -think  the  circumstance  of  General 

"iftckney's  acceptance  of  his  commission,  and  his  approbation  of 

''^  arrangement,  will  have  great  influence  in  bringing  good  men 

■^  think  rightly,  and  in  silencing  the  clamors  of  the  factions.     I 

*^*t  no  time  in  communicating  the  information,  and  I  have  the 

***-isfaction  to  see  it  producing  great  good. 

Air.  Gerry  is  very  zealous  and  uneqnivocat  in  his  commenda- 

***r»  of  our  government  as  it  regards  French  affairs.     In  the  pres- 

*Ooe  of  Judge  Patterson,*  Mr.  Theophilus  Parsons,  and  Judge 

■'-^WelP  (aa  the  latter  himself  assures  me),  he  declared  his  utter 

*  WilHam  Patterson,  senator  from  New  Jersey,  and  at  this  time  a  Judge 
'^t  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

*  John  Lowell,  of  Newburyport,  an  eminent  lawyer,  judpe  of  the  United 
States  DiBtricI  Court,  1769-1801 ;  and  then  chief  justice  of  the  Circuit  Court 
Xw  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Masaachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island. 
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d<^'U;station  of  Ui»  Fruiwli  government,  uiid  h'\a  approbatioci  of  o 
civu,  wbid)  liv  thiiik»  liiw  ixmtliiclcd  i3<.Tfvctly  rifjlit;  Hitd  b«  Lost 
varmly  that  no  /tttutf  mnn  oaii  wi'iliholil  hU  full  support  of  a 
goYemuiRnt,  even  it'  iU  di«a8U]x»  were  not  oil  perfeccly  cnnfor 
able  to  liiH  opiiijuu  of  ri}{)iL  lie  *ayfl  we  Kave  every  tiling  u>  (« 
from  ttju  wickcdiiL'At)  aim!  powur  of  France,  unlea&  we  are  nni( 
Bud  act  with  vigur ;  Lliat  i^Iid  will  ci-rtauily  pnu-iiao  uvvry  msIi 
lion  to  corrupt  uk,  and  will  gi»j>im*(Ily  m'-iku  the  fimt  opporliinily 
divide  nnd  iWslroy  an.  If,  however,  we  lire  united  uid  Hnn, 
tliiaki  a»  perfectly  safe.  Such,  I  urn  told,  ie  hie  Jaogiut^  t, 
that  he  nMMt  it  freely.  I  will  endeavor  to  procorc  from  Aouie  (r 
his  precise  uxjirpst^ions.  but  you  already  huve  their  subslance. 

Mr.  Miiriihiill  Iisk  given  grtnt  tiiit*ii»i [»_•■.<  lirrv  by  3iis  siiswer* 
the  "  Freeholder ; "  and  Gerrj'  takefi  Kdmntage  of  it  (o  enfcrce  L 
belief  that  MarKhaU's  polilica  will  not  prove  sound  Bcourdlng 
Nhw  Fjii^laiirl  iilea»,  anil  he  iit  noiifidenl  "  that  Marvball  will  n 
in  Cnnpraw  art  wHfh  New  Kii^land  men.  trliom  hr  hatdt  in  jpn 
cvHiempi."  1  do  iiot  yet  bulJevu  this.  Mr.  MursbuU  1  know  b 
much  to  leurn  on  the  Bnbject  of  a  practienble  »yitem  of  free  go 
enifneut  for  the  Llnilcd  Stnteii.  I  believe,  however,  he  is  ■  mi 
of  BO  much  j^oitd  ttouse  that,  with  honest  principles,  fae  cauimt  fi 
to  diHcern  Hii'l  pursue  a  ri^bt  ruiu-se,  Hnd  therefore  that  be  IT 
eventually  prove  n  great  aci^iiisition. 

I  mentioned  in  ray  last  the  report  of  KnoxV  declining  to  scr 
an  third  major -^neral :  this  in  now  confirmed:  and.  as  he  ia  •& 
with  (Jerrii'  more  than  u^ual.  it  will  not  lie  Burprislng  if  they  jc 
8tock<i  ami  m.ikr-  a  cDmmon  defonpc.  It  can  never  be  sufGcieal 
lamented  thiit  these  men  are  anthoriKed  to  quote  the  President 
on  tJieir  »Ide.  Without  thi«  futnction  to  their  respective  of^aioi 
they  wniihl  have  fonud  wo  mpport  amon^  th«  Krtli-rjili*U;  t. 
even  with  this  advan(.ij^  I  hn.v<!  no  dHnibt  that  tln-y  mil  Iw  re 
generally  censured.  You  hjive  already  been  informed  tliat  Kn<» 
paper  in  discredited  with  the  nnmen  of  Generals  Lincoln  and  Ja« 
Bou '  upon  it.  It  in  believed  that  Kuox't  notes  now  extant  exoC 
one  huntlred  thousand  dollar*,  perhapn  one  hiindreil  and  iwooty 
one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand.  1  am  unable  to  any  for  irl 
portion  of  this  Lincolu  is  resjwnsible.  but  it  Is  thought  fony 
fifty  thoiismnd,  which  i»  much  more  tlian  he  can  jiay.     1  Imv 


>  Hcnrr  ,lack>on.  of  Boston,  dietinguulied  *a  an  olBc«r  in  the 

IndciK-ultuci:-. 
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often  seen  men  made  desperate  by  pecuniary  wants  that  I  am 
slirayg  grieved  to  see  men  of  influence  re<luced  on  account  of  what 
they  may  do  as  well  as  what  they  may  suffer. 

I  pray  you  to  accept  my  unfeigned  regards,  and  believe  me 

Your  faithful  friend,  George  Cabot. 

Pickering  to  Cabot. 

{Confideatial.) 

Tremto;*,  Not.  6, 1708. 

T>EAB  Sir,  —  I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the 

^Glh  u]t,     I  regret  the  embarrassments  of  General   Knox,  and 

*■*>«  misfortunes  into  which  they  have  plunged  General  Liocoln ; 

"ttt  I  have  for  some  time  past  wished  for  what  is  now  decided,  that 

^^^ueral  Knox  should  not  ent«r  into  the  army.     He  has  positively 

^fdsed  to  accept  the  commission  of  third  major-general,  which  was 

^^*»lly  and  solely  tendered  to  him.     How  very  different  and  how 

^■*ce]Ient  the  conduct  of  General  Pinckney !     As  soon  as  he  learned, 

***>  arrival,  that  some  questions  and  difficulties  occurred  about  the 

PHority  of  rank  among  the  three  first  named  major-generals,  he 

**>3t«  a  note  to  General  Hamilton,  explicitly  informing  him  that 

^Hh  great  pleasure  he  should  serve  under  his  command.     And.  on 

■*is  coming  to  Trenton,  General  Pinckney  told  me  that  he  was 

S'^tified  in  the  first  rank  being  given  to  General  Hamilton,  whose 

***perior  genius  and  military  talents  deserved  it.     Nay,  further, 

^Ibre  he  was  made  acquainted  with  the  whole  history  of  the  biisi- 

•*«a«,  he  would  have  given  place  to  Knox  also,  if  that  would  have 

•Amoved  all  inquietude!     Yet  General  Pinckney  is  a  man  of  high 

Bense  of  honor,  of  valuable  military  acquirements,  and  he  has  made 

the  military  much  his  study,  and  is  of  great  influence  in  the  South- 

^ni  States,  on  all  which  might  be  founded  a  claim  to  an  elevated 

i^nk.     But  he  is  truly  a  patriot  and  an  honest  man. 

1  took  notice  of  the  President's  answer  to  the  Machlas  address, 

>nd  regretted  the  passage  which  involved  the  three  envoys  in  the 

*«me  censure.     I  gave  General  Marshall  information  of  it,  and 

expressed  my  opinion  that  for  his  and  General  Piiickney's  repnia* 

tioQ  it  would  be  necessary  that  he  should  write  a  history  of  tlieir 

nusaion.    He  answered  that,  since  he  consented  to  be  a  candidate 

™'  a  seat  in  Congress,  such  torrents  of  abuse  had  been  poured 

^pOQ  him  he  feared  his  own  testimony  concerning  himself  would, 

IS 
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BmoDg  his  enemies  And  timr  fbltowcrB,  fail  of  meeting  due  cremu 
Added  ta  which,  bia  profesdoiiRl  btiMiiiess  was  8o  in  arrears  in  ena- 
nfiyicnce  of  hw  alweiic**,  lliat  lie  ivally  hail  no  lim«  U»  uixWrtakti 
snch  n  jiiilifinilion.  BuL  I  siippiiKV  ymi  know  thAt  ihn  Preaidenc 
leudered  tlif  Pommii^Hiou  of  Judgu  uf  the  Supreme  Court  to  Mar- 
8hall  tH.-((iri>  it  vraa  offered  to  Rti«broi1  WKaliiugton;  and,  in  hia 
letter  to  uio,  the  Prciident  renllj  pronouncol  a  huiid»ouio  paneg^e 
nu  Marshull.  uiid  tuiid  he  wae  the  onl^  one  of  the  thrt-c  ouvojs  who 
1i:«l  >-f)iidiii'teil  tiiiesriRptiinnablj.  But  I  woa  not  »h)e  to  discern  a 
e.i[i;i;lR  rin-umsuint'c  In  (it^nnral  Pinckney's  cnmUirt  ihnt  was  repre- 
hensible. It  is  [rue  h'?  rrmmntri  in  France  three  or  fi>ur  mouths 
longer  than  General  Murahnll ;  hut  it  waa  to  reacue  his  daughter 
fruui  dcttlh,  and  he  has  saved  her. 

Ye-tterday  I  received  from  the  Preaident  a  letter  dated  (he  36Ui 
ult.,  in  wliirli  he  nays:  "The  eoeloaed  letrer  to  me  from  Mr. 
Gierry  I  received  last  night,  nnd  pray  you  to  have  it  inserted  in 
a  public  priuL  It  will  sJttiNfy  him,  aAd  th  no  harm  to  any  on$. 
It  explaitiji  some  circumslances  a^lvanuigeoualy,"  1  was  snrprlied 
at  iht'  exprcMioii,  *'  nnd  liit  no  harm  to  any  out ; "  for  it  gave  the 
lie  to  nie  or  my  infnnncr,  in  declaring  that  the  "  important  fact "  I 
ha*i  Blaied  on  incmitrnver tilde  evidence  '^  never  existed."  llie  evi- 
dence WHS  CTenunil  Murxhall'K  loiter  to  me,  who^e  very  words  I 
used  In  staling  the  fad,  and  had  before  sent  those  woi-ds  to  the 
l*ro!iident.  wlio  showed  them  to  Gerry,  when  be  firsl  nuiuife-Meil 
hiti  unensiiiefcs  at  some  esprossions  in  my  letter  to  P.  Johnston. 
Upon  whicht  Ovrry  gave  to  the  President  the  same  explanations 
which  are  contjilncd  in  his  letter  to  the  Presiilent  of  the  20th  uIl. 
a  copy  of  tvhioh  I  onclose.  These  expIftDatiuu<t,  you  will  see,  ara 
txratemptible  quibbles  about  immaterial  cirt.-unistancea  attending  the 
important  factM  to  be  staled  and  e*tabli»hed.  My  wnse  of  Gerry's 
letter  and  eotitliict,  and  of  the  President's  prayer  "to  have  Llie  let- 
ter published."  you  wit!  find  in  my  answer  to  the  President  of  yes- 
terday, of  whk'h  also  I  enclose  a  copy.  I  am  sorry  that  want  of 
time  ahsohitely  forbids  ray  giving  you  the  long  dcuul  of  fact«  on 
which  my  accasatiou  against  Gerry  for  duplictty  and  IretKhfrj/ U 
founded.  There  in  no  qiiestion,  in  my  view  of  them,  that  ihuy 
prove  his  brtrm/inff,  in  hi-i  fre<]ueat  secret  coDfcreoces  with  Talley- 
rand, the  opiiuono,  prgposilious.  aud  determinations  of  hia  col- 
leagues; atid  Talleyrand's  propositions  to  him  were  under  m 
iujimctiou  of  secrecy  towards  them,  with  which  Gerry  was  mffl- 
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dentlj  fthject,  base,  and  treacherous  in  his  joiDt  trust  from  his 
country  to  comply. 

Faithfully  and  affectionately  youra, 

Timothy  Pickering. 

P.  S.  What  you  say  in  vindication  of  General  Marshall's  an- 
swers to  a  "  Freeholder "  induces  me  to  send  you  the  enclosed 
extract  of  my  letter  to  Mr.  Goodhue,  who,  in  his  letter  of  October 
36,  expressed  his  fears  that  Marshall  was  not  sound  at  IiearL' 


Cabot  to  Fickehixo. 

Brookliks,  Not.  7, 1798. 

I>ear  Sir,  —  I  yesterday  met  Mr.   H.  G.  Otis  and  Mr.  Ed. 

"obbins,*  each  of  whom  separately  had  coDversed  freely  with  Mr. 

"^Ty ;  and  they  both  agreed  that  Mr.  Gerry  had  unequivocally 

■pproved  the  proceedings  of  our  government,  and  condemned  that 

"t  France.     Mr.  Robbins  stated  to  me  that  he  questioned  Gerry 

*«ry  closely,  and  that  his  answers  were  satisfactory.     lie  asked  in 

particular  whether  Mr.  Gerry  thought  the  measures  of  our  govem- 

'**6iit  toward  France  were  wise  and  proper,  to  which  Mr.  Gerry  re- 

P'ied  that  M«y  were  perfectly  to  in  his  opinion,  and  that  their  ejfectt 

Hpon  the  French  government  proved  it,  for  that  in  proportion  as  our 

''*»»«  mas  raised  theirs  teas  lowered. 

Hr.  Otis  intimated  to  him  the  state  of  public  opinion  concerning 
P***!:  that  the  friends  of  government  were  not  satisfied,  and  that 
'^  enemies  had  calculated  upon  finding  in  him  a  character  round 

*  The  passage  In  Mr.  Ooodboe'i  letter  referred  to  here  runs  ai  fol- 
io*-* :- 

*'  We  meet  with  nps  and  downs  In  our  political  prospcctti,  and  I  confens 

"'^tliiiig  hM  given  ine  more  surprise  and  ro((ret  than  that  General  Marshall 

'■^Ould  so  far  degrade  himself  as  to  fan  the  flame  of  opponition  to  jtovern- 

"^^nt  bj  giving  bii  opinion  so  decidedly  against  the  Alien  and  Sudition 

^^11«.    What  does  he  mean  1     Or  have  we  been  miataking  hitherto  hid  true 

'^'^^ncter  1     I  Bonietimes  have  been  led  to  think  that  none  of  the  Virginia 

'^^emliala  are  little  better  than  half-way  Jacobin."    (Goodhue  to  Picker- 

'"«',  Oct  26,  17Ba    The  letter  is  misplaced  chronologicallv.  and  can  be 

*0«nd  In  Vol.  XXVI.  of  the  Pickering  MSB.)     This  extract  illustrates  very 

"^ll  what  I  have  said  above  (p.  147)  in  regard  to  Mr.  Cabot's  defence  of 

'^nhsll  on  this  occasion,  and  also  shows  the  rigid  and  unyielding  temper 

oK  tbe  New  England  FederaUsU. 

'  See  above,  p.  171. 
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Vflni'li  tli^y  mijjlit  rmlly  with  im-w  fjiirit-  lie  rppliwl  that  he  ■■ 
dell-ill] e  o(  ihe  pr*^]icanifiit  in  nliicli  he  aNhkI.  IhiI  If  ihunj 
an  til  i*ompliim-nl  tu  hix  im(lvr«mmlin<;  lo  nuppoM-  he  mnld  be  nutd* 
Bulfserviuitl  ly  thtr  dwi-;;!!!*  u(  the  (j|i|Kwitiuu.  1  tliiuk.  from  all  1 
havfi  hejiril.  ihiil  there  ran  he  no  Aonht  thiit  Gorrv  pro^-wwa  hi 
tnitire  npprohalinn  of  oar  natinna]  metu'iire't,  and  n>(-umiiii>iii1ji  u 
eri'ry  one  to  MU|)|K>rl  itu-tn ;  iiikI  Fhnt  he  iii*>iDt3  thai  JL  is  thi>  dmj 
of  ihoiie  who  arc  not  sati<)tjfrl  with  tho  ndminintratuni  (o  Kiipport  i 
newnhch'ss.  hut  tlmi.  for  biiuhelf  fif  is  tatitfifd  WM  iV. 

He  lolil  ilr.  IMihiriK  Mmt,  Ihi- iwir/Yry  uf  elevlioni^  jn  Frsno 
vea3  no  ifi-OttM  thAt  the  moi4t  igiiornnt  were  not  dc«L*ivcfl.  All  ihi 
jpfjijli*  kiinw  thftt  they  have  less  libeny  (han  ever,  fur  thoy  hantli 
dare  to  t/iiiii  frei^Iy  now  ti)>nii  any  NuhjeCt  that  h^u  any  tvlatton  ti 
pilhlir  iifT:iim.  He  lucutiinRHl  t-xniiipli-s  witlnii  iiU  iiwn  krion-leitj^ 
of  pcTHoim  returiioil  Ht  ii)i:-iiilM;r»i>f  ihi;  Iciij«>«liitiirv.  ivhowerc  rvfiMei] 
a  HPut  bofauj(>  their  princi|>]eA  dh)  not  niiit  the  [)in:-ctt>ry.  and  mtrfil 
or  tt-ii  ulix-toni  having  uitenvnnl  sent  other  n)einlier»  of  tJi^  Jit^Ut 
hhiil.  This  i*  iuijitulently  osllej  the  rhoioe  of  the  |Hi(ip|«.  The 
people.  Itowpver,  aa  Mr.  tJi-rry  eiiys,  see  vorj-  phiiiily  ihnt  all  tbii 
is  a  perk'ul  furcu,  hut  U»r«  nut  wiy  8<s  lv»t  it  bv  i>Mivert«tl  lo  a 
tragt-dy. 

I  know,  my  denr  frien'1,  that  you  are  not  ao  prone  to  aee  ohjecti 
ill  a  (ilijiiniy  \\)i\\,i  vi  I  am ;  l>tit  I  caiuiot  forheur  to  irxjirusA  to  you 
my  iipprehensifina,  whifh  are  now  jfreaier  than  e*-er,  that  otu 
country  ih  (kwliiu^l  ui  aut  vws  tJie  Niune  foIliiKstn  practise  the  aame 
vice*,  anti  of  coiiM-fiwenii;  to  suffer  thf  xame  miseriett  wliiuli  oom- 
poM?  i\\t^  history  of  revdhiiinrmry  Fraiiof.'.  I  inirt  wc  Ahall  (ali 
nhort  of  them  in  each  pnrtioiilar,  hnl  we  olinll  in  Home  eongiderahlt 
deptre  imilitle  their  errnm  and  their  aufFeringi^.  This  18  a  &tt 
whirh  rnnnot  Iw  wholly  nvt-rled :  it  may,  hnwefor,  lie  procnu 
liiialfd  and  niiti^tud  by  the  exurtionfi  of  good  men ;  and  thtwe  1 
hope  will  \>v  UfVer  withheld.  Otir  (.-to<ti'iti<t  here  iiidimle  a  tttati 
n(  the  pnhlie  mind  Iom  ^'atiffiiotory  than  wai>  belicvitd.  Yuar  ol< 
friniTl,  the  (louj^hiy  ^neral.  thouj^h  not  elerled,  ha«  received  1 
etip|)Oi-t  in  I-Ilih  (iiiitrtct  ivhii-h  a.stonii.lie)t  the  peileralistit.  Bat  it  I 
more  ixrievoiis  to  ohnervc  the  motives  whii'h  f?>vern  tlie  voien 
ihey  vote  for  the  niitn  who  wnild  vote  a^in^t  (axe*^  1  revollrc 
lo  have  liL-an:!  that  Dr.  iliuining.  of  Ipswieh.  wishing  to  roooo 
mi-nd  hiniitelf  to  the  people,  boasted,  lowani  thu  clone  of  oa 
Revolutionary  war,  that  during  the  whole  coiit««t  b«  had  Deve 
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Toled  for  a  tax,  although  he  was  in  the  legislature  many  years. 
How  long  couhl  a  juRt,  equal,  and  free  government  he  maintained 
by  a  people  who  woald  approve  of  such  a  representative  ?  I  have 
fondly  cherished  the  belief  tliat  our  countrymen  would  give  a  fair 
chanc«  to  the  experiment  of  a  jnst  government  altogether  elective 
bv  the  people  and  perfectly  free ;  but  I  am  ready  to  say  that,  an  I 
nDdtrgtand  human  nature,  such  a  syntem  cannot  hitg  be  supported 
hy  any  people  whatever.  In  every  government  where  any  thing 
like  justice  is  respected,  there  will  necessarily  be  great  ine^iualitiea 
of  property  and  condition,  and  the  number  of  the  poor  will  greatly 
exceed  that  of  the  rich.  This  alone  will  furnish  unprincijiled 
ambition  with  means  to  subvert  a  free  state,  or  compel  it  to  adopt 
in  its  own  defence  principles  and  provisions  which  are  hostile  to 
popular  liberty.  Thus,  as  I  reason,  whether  the  government  of 
a  free  state  or  the  faction  which  opposes  it  prevails,  |)opular  lil)erty 
will  find  a  new  restraint  at  the  issue  of  every  conHict.  If  the  gov- 
^rnineut  is  successful,  the  restnunt  will  l>e  legitimate  and  salutary  ; 
^l»  if  faction  triumphs,  there  will  nothing  of  rational  liberty  rt-niain. 
I  ought  to  apologize  for  drawing  you  into  these  painful  specula- 
tions, but  they  absorb  my  own  mind  so  much  that  I  can  write 
Boihing  else. 

I  beg  to  be  remembered  afTectionatdy  to  Mrs.  Pickering,  and 
that  you  will  ever  believe  me  your  faithful  and  much  oliligcd 
friend.  Geokge  Cabot. 

P-  S.  —  There  has  been  more  appearance  of  deep  and  wcll- 
^igested  design  on  the  part  of  our  Jacobins  at  the  late  election  in 
thU  district  than  I  have  seen.  It  seemed  as  if  they  had  ln^cn  iiU 
"istnicled  individually  to  be  silent  on  the  subject  previous  to  the 
election,  and  every  man  to  attend  and  give  his  vote.  For  this 
™ter  purpose,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  select  persons  went 
turoQgh  the  district  and  called  out  every  Jacobin  vote.  I  mention 
*••«,  because,  it  it  happened  so  in  other  places,  we  must  not  doubt 
toe  systematic  process. 

PlCKEElNG   TO    CaBOT. 

Tbentos.  Not.  10.  1708. 
^KaeSir,  —  I  have  just  received  your  favor  of  the  ;flst  ult. 
""*  glad  that  Mr.  Gerry  has  been  so  explicit  in  ren]«yct  to  the 
'^"*'*cter  of  the  French  government.     But  how  will  this  consist 
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with  ]ii>>  inlimations  (tmd,  if  T  mi^taVe  not,  they  rvpeatef]!;'  m 
in  lii«  olfifial  iwporl  since  his  n-turn  honit-)  of  that  govt-rnni 
lH*iiig  KJiiMire  tit  iu  desii'es  of  petioo  and  rccoDcilialion  wiiL 
Uiiileil  Slat?*?  When  I  rain  ajtpiiii  n^ml  Inn  bmljfftt,  I  nill  oon 
the  mintakf,  if  I  r\nw  make  nnn.  I  am  iwirLifietl  that  tJio  true  frie 
of  their  euuiitr_T  iit'ciJ  be  under  oo  apprehcmjoiis  omwrDiiig  G 
eral  MarsIiHir*  recliliide  or  eit-adinftts.  It  i*  b  great.  niJAlDrr 
that  the  Praud^lent's  pmmptnesg  (I  Ditghl  u«e  another  word) 
opinion  aud  his  strong  {ireUilvcliou  for  Geiry  Hhoiild  bare  gi 
cinmtPimiiw  and  iiupport  to  the  |tr«>tenHionfl  and  conduct  of  Ki 
and  Gon-y  ;  but,  in  n>epect  to  chu  former,  he  iniiift  CftrtoJnly 
convinced  of  his  error,  and,  wiien  lie  reads  .Mar^bnU's  journal 
copy  of  which  I  have  purposely  taltcn.  and  the  verity  of  wli 
will  Im  <!(infinne<l  by  (JwieriU  I'iuckney),  hu  will  Iwconvineed 
Gerry's  (brr^uceful  |iii>iil)ani]iiilyi  wviikness,  duplicity>  atxl  I  tli 
treachery.  ISy  mv  la*t,  tinrio^ing  a  wpy  of  my  letter  to  the  Pp 
dent,  you  will  see  I  have  announced  ho  luudi  to  him.  1 
Preaidenl'n  unbiassed  opinion  of  General  Marshall  I  ouuioC  wi 
liotd  from  you.  It.  i»  pven  in  a  leiirr,  dated  September  26,  wl 
flliiuff  tlie  vaearit  seal  on  the  beneli  of  the  Supr«ine  Court.  1 
only  candidate's  about  whom  Jiere  appeared  any  compcitilion 
tlie  President's  tnind  wore  Bushrod  WaBhingtOD  and  General  M 
sliuU.  J  guve  to  tlio  Pi-esident  reuMOOi  why  Monbftll  would  ded 
the  (iffii-e.  The  President,  in  bia  answer,  aaid  he  could  not  bla 
him  if  he  HJiould  dwiine.  Wa&biti^tim  waR  tho  altemaiire. 
both,  the  PrMsidwut  wrote  roe  thus:  "The  name,  the  cunnecti< 
the  ehararter,  the  merit  and  abilities  of  Mr.  WoshiugtoD, 
greatly  respected;  but  1  still  think  that  General  ^lamlmll  ou 
to  be  preferred.  Of  the  three  envo^'a,  the  coiiduet.  of  MarsI 
alone  baa  iHteii  entirely  tiatijifactory.  and  nught  to  bi^  markwl 
the  utiist  decided  approbuliuu  of  the  public.  He  has  ntiaed 
Aiiierioiii  jiL-ople  in  their  own  esteem  ;  and,  if  the  iiiHueiioe 
truth  and  jii»ti{:»%  reiiMiii  and  argumf^nt,  in  not  lost  in  KuropOi 
has  raJKcd  the  coOHideratiou  of  the  Untteil  States  in  that  quai 
of  tile  world."  And  be  assured,  my  dear  sir.  that  this  opiuiou 
Starahall  id  correct,  in  respect  to  ^is  ffftt^ienrif  in  the  miimion.  I 
J  am  yet  to  learn  in  what  General  PiiiLkEiey  ts  repreheusil 
TtH?re  in  not  to  lie  fiiund  a  more  honorable  man.  He  docit  bo 
to  Man^halPs  eminent  <]ua]iliea  of  mind  and  heart.  The  daipatt 
would  hvve  appeared  to  still  greater  advantage  in  style,  sentim^ 
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■nd  energy,  had  they  been  adopted  from  MarshaU'e  pen ;  bat  for 

fie  sake  of   unanimity,  to  gain    Gerry'a  signature,  Pinckney   and 

Marshall  were  obliged   to   let  them   pass   through    his  alembic, 

m    which    yoa   will    readily   imagiue    that   much   of    the  spirit 

escaped.     I  hope  Marshall  may  get  into  Congress.     His  general 

politics  are  well  known,  and  his  integrity  is  unblemished.     He 

*iU   assuredly  act  with  the  intelligent  Xew  England  men.     Gerry 

"^  the  foolish  vanity  to  imagine  that  he  himself  represents  the 

sense  and  virtue  of  his  immediate  countrymen  ;  and,  as  it  was  im- 

Posaible  for  Marshall,  fatigued  with  his  delays  and  pertinacity  in 

*nfling  objections,  disgusted  with  his  wrongheadedness,  and  indig- 

'^&Qt  at  his  duplicity,  altimately  not  to  manifest  his  contempt  for 

"^ta,  Gerry  has  transferred  this  contempt  to  his  country. 

I  remain,  my  dear  sir,  with  great  truth  and  esteem, 

Your  faithful  friend  and  servant, 

TlMOTHT   PiCEEBINO. 


Cabot  to  Pickering. 

Brookliite,  Not.  17,  1708. 

Dkar  Sir, — I  lament  that  your  excellent  letter  of  the  5th 

^^ald  not  have  reached  the  President  before  he  left  home.     It  is 

ituportant  to  himself  and  to  the  country  that  he  should  think  more 

jtistly  of  the  merits  of  his  favorite  Gerry,  or,  at  least,  that  he 

Bhould  act  as  he  would,  if  he  did  think  justly.     Your  letter  can 

hardly  fail  of  producing  this  good  eflTect,  if  he  can  have  time  to 

ruminate  a  little  upon  it,  and  give  his  goo<l  sense  and  good  principles 

a  fair  chance  to  be  consulted ;  and  I  sincerely  hope  this  will  yet 

liappen  before  his  speech  to  Congress  is  prepared,  as  I  have  some 

reason  to  fear  he  will  re[>eat  the  sentiments  expressed  to   the 

M^achias  addressers,  and  perhaps  be  more  pointed. 

When  I  read  Gerry's  letter,  I  could  hardly  realize  tliat  such 
a  tJuae  of  miserable  quibbles  and  wretched  cavillings  should  be 
thought  an  advantoffeout  explanation  of  any  thing.  Indeed,  in  my 
judgment,  its  publication  would  injure  him  as  much  or  more  than 
that  which  it  proposes  to  answer ;  because,  while  it  does  not  dimin- 
■^  the  tubatance  of  what  is  implied  in  yours,  it  discovers  a  pitiful 
^iBpoeition  to  give  such  importance  to  the  most  trifling  circum- 
••wcea.  Mr.  AVolcott  can  tell  you  that  in  a  dispute  with  the  Pres- 
Went  at  his  (Mr.  Wolcott's)  table,  concerning  the  character  of  Mr. 
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Gerry.  I  was  iii-ovobotl  to  be  rude ;  and  tJiat  I  jtronounro 
<'  tntallv  unlit  to  t-nudiK^  iiii^-  ^i-(-»|.  Hfl'iiint  uf  )iiitiM-lf,  iitul  from 
liin  raptioai  ami  jeali>iu  ttimper  ultfigetluT  niii|iiitIilitHl  to  act  with 
otbvrB."  Such  hu  tiati  always  beeu  :  sucti  bu  late  cullengues  have 
JoiiiiJ  bim ;  anJ  such.  I  aiu  ptnmii(i(.-d,  even  tbe  Frcticli  uow  tliiuk 
him.'  Deci'ncy  WfiuM  forbiil  me  to  rc-vive  in  th«  minil  nf  llie 
i'rL-sjrk'ut  a  siil)jvi-t  ol'  >>u  mudi  murtiliattion  as  our  tlUpuii-  wtmkl 
provi',  sRvr  wlial  liu  knows  of  tbf*  •;iivoyiilii|> ;  ami.  ou  tbU  avuiuut, 
I  bave  Qot  iliire<I  to  itpcrak  ut  him  uj^an  it.  Bui  I  luve  Ikocn  sur- 
prtKcl  that  so  ]iltle  |iulj)ic  diKHppi'obntion  of  Gerry  B^hoiild  bave 
bfori  exprcsiif^i),  »in«-  licr  (lioL-.n-lf  hiu  rurni»bcJ  almndant  (o-iliinony 
of  bix  owu  luiwortbiniots  iu  I'utcriiij;  luto  cuufun;w»ii  wilb  THllvy- 
nuid  under  a  stipuIaMou  that  bis  colleague*  should  oot  be  inforioed 
)iy  him  of  thai  whii-h  ho  was  iKimitt  in  duty  to  ttdl  them.  ThU 
wt8  not  imrndy  urifaiilifiilufsM,  —  a  son  (»f  nLigalivc  fault.  —  it  wa» 
jMilivc  Irciichcry  ;  it  wiw  co-iiin-niliiiy  willi  mi  iiitit<Iiotii^  viitrray  iii 
\»  atu-nt]jt«  Ili  tlividt  our  country,  atU-r  hi.>  hiwl  nvowc-d  his  ci:pM>- 
latioii  of  sulHliiiiig  it  hy  the  force  of  our  tliviMons.  After  all,  Hudi 
it)  our  fr;i?i)U;  ^oiidilioo  that  it  i»  t-xpf^liL-nl  to  bt-  sileul.  and,  if 
jHiBHiblf,  to  pri'Vi-nt  a  public  iriv<->itij:ation  wliiib  may  luukc  new 
Bciuamji.  Oo  tlii»  accmjul  I  am  t^xlj'viuuly  wkUdtifUs  thai  ibo  Pnu- 
ideat  Khonld  perceivt^  ihut  a  di-->|)»!>iti(m  Ut  gover  the  foUieft  and 
faults  of  (Jerry,  if  not  rL-prcRRwI.  will  wvcntually  bring  forwanl 
Plnrkney  mid  MarHlmll  to  (ThniiiaCti  bitu  :  and  lliat  iJiey,  wilb  truth 
nnd  justice  on  their  tiidc.  will  necesnarily  Iw  supported  by  oil 
of  x-lrtuc,  honor,  and  ability. 

1  iuii»;ni  wilb  yuu  ihu  luieroiiiiiiL-ii  of  Knox  nii  Iiid  own  ai-voniil^ 
tiiid,  I  ain  «orry  to  itdil.  uu  tlmt  of  tlm  public;  for  ulrendv  he 
begins  to  iiit.iniiite,  thon<;li  oti-Hr-iircly,  thitl  Ilamilloti  U  a  mau  of 
iiisatialili;  umbition  and  iioi  to  \iii  Ituh-xm], 

1  aiu  aluay»,  with  bi^b  cstt-tMn  and  tiim  afTectioO) 

Your  faitliful  G.  Cabot. 


n 

he 
of     ' 


•  Tin- Jndkf  nf  thi»  «Hrmi»(*  rimy  lie  )iiiliiiT<-il  Irftm  Tnllfynmira  tlrtla- 
rniion,  iliai  '■  ho  (fienryl  wnnlpd  dmsion  at  n  inotufot  whoa  ho  mlKlit  v»i.i\y 
havr  ailjaiU-it  ■■rcry  tiling.  iHut  ho  vthb  tnn  irn-«(iluti\  nn'l  ttiat  tlif-  Mirrr- 
Ajmiidcni^H  bciwecn  tticm  wns  a  vuHoiiit  inonnmt^iit  of  uKaiicva  nn  IU«  pan 
Btnl  vvnsioiia  oil  Ovrrj'i."  I^rn'k«vy'i"  upitii'iu  of  his  i-ulU'at[u«-  vum  viva 
worne.  lie  wrijlp  **  llint  lie  hni\  m-vcr  met  w  Jlli  n  tii»ii  nn  rii.-»lit>ilt.'  of  on- 
^nranil  «ri  riiil  »f  iliffil."  [Set'  Hildn-lli,  V.  Z'Sl.f  Pini-knujr.  no  ilonbi, 
jiiilpcd  (icrry  Imralil;  ;  but  It  i«  4rviilt-ni  iliAt  th^  lalti-r  showed  hi»  uk-dI 
incapacil/  must  dtvrly  tu  all  concerned  in  this  biuinvu. 
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Cabot  to  Fickerino. 

BKOOKLiifE,  Not.  24, 1708. 
!^Jt  dear  Sir,  —  The  mail  of  yesterday  brought  me  your  favor 
of  tilie  10th.     I  have  aome  fears  that,  while  I  have  stAted  to  you  the 
opijraions  which  Mr.  Gerry  has  openly  avowed,  I  may  have  seemed 
to  ti-liink  him  consistent.     You  need  not  examine  his  budget  to  dis- 
cover whether  you  have  done  him  justice  in  making  him  the  advo- 
eat.^    of  Directorial  sincerity.     However  absurd  it  may  be,  he  has 
iuftimn>d  some  of  our  Jacobin  le^lers  (the  Winthrops  particularly) 
tha-C    the  French  were  sincere  in  their  professions  of  desiring  an 
hotsorable  peace  with  us.     In  all  this,  every  thing  will  l)e  intelligi- 
ble    ti-o  those  who  know  Gerry  and  his  conduct  in  the  late  miH-sion ; 
to  ^11  others,  it  must  be  unintelligible.     Gerry  can  offer  no  excuse 
for    listening  to  the  proposal  of  his  French  friends  to  remain  in 
Fra,«ice,  without  urging  as  a  part  of  it  his  own  belief  that  a  safe 
tu>(1.   an  honorable  adjustment  might  have  been  made  with  them. 
He  did  not  intend  to  be  their  tool,  but  he  was  their  dupe.     He  is  too 
proud,  however,  to  confess,  if  he  is  not  too  self-conceited  to  see  the 
latter;  and  he  asserts  the  former  by  his  unreserved  censures  of 
them  in  every  thing,  except  their  disposition  of  peace  towanls  us. 
It  w-ould  be  natural  to  ask  how  the  President  could  possibly  be 
™po8ed  upon  by  any  explanations  which  could  be  made  of  such 
P^ss  folly  and  misconduct.     Here  it  is  impossible  not  to  see  a 
strong  motive  which   Gerry  would  have  to  applaud  the  executive 
'nminiBtration ;  and,  without  going  further,  we  may  account  for  all 
"Wt  Gerry  professes  to  individuals,  while  his  reserve  to  the  public 
rosy  be  fairly  ascribed  to  his  determination  to  retain  the  Ja<»bin 
"wrages  at  all  events.     It  has  been  proposed  in  private  circles  to 
lonte  him  to  express  formally  to  the  public  that  approbation  of 
our  Own  government  and  that  condemnation  of  the  French  which 
Ae  has  declared  to  individuals  ;  but  no  act  of  his  life  that  I  have 
"lo^n  ^jij  warrant  the  expectation  of  his  doing  a  thing  so  obri. 
*"'*'y  proper,  in  the  opinion  of  wise  and  good  men,  unless  it  coiu- 
*^™*i  with  some  of  his  paltry  selfish  purposes. 

*  *>ad  made  the  same  rejection  on  Gerry's  opinions  concerning 
waeral  Marshall  which  you  have  expressed ;  and  I  concur  fully 
with  you  ;„  ji,Q  sentiments  that  his  merit  is  of  the  Urst  order,  and 
*"*'  he  is  to  be  cherished  as  a  most  precious  acquisition  to  the 
cau&e  of  order,  morality,  and  good  government. 
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Our  people  li«ve  become  siIt^Qt,  and  HalURed  willi  the  dutiibatioD 
of  the  miliiiiry  iruiHa.  Thti  ksowiiig  uncs  are  hcUar  pluued  than 
thi^y  woiilil  liiive  been  with  mi  Mr<|iii««c«iice  hy  Knox. 

We  are  rpjnicing  rordinlly  that  Nelson  hns  giveo  a  decisive  blow 
to  the  navul  power  of  the  French  tymau  iu  the  MedJt«rraiieaii. 
If  our  CDtititry  could  act  ap  to  tlio  Htaudard  of  iti  executive  admin* 
isUiitioii,  ihu  (lullic  crows  would  «)ou  pick  the  carcasiuui  of  eadt 
Other.     1  ruuiuiu  lUnruyo,  with  ujifriguud  afEuctiuu, 

Your  fiiitlifui  frieud.  Had  obllj-cd  Gborob  CaBOT. 


GoaE  TO  Cabot. 


^ 


lAmoK,  Dm.  9, 1 

Dkar  Sir,  —  Thinking  and  hoping,  ue  I  do.  ihul  uo  t«rms  htH 
be  o&vTcd  by  the  French  that  uui  iiiiluoe  our  goveriinicut  to 
rceumu  a  nugotialion  do  iho  tmhject  of  their  depredations,  hm 
ittetraiiitfd  me  fruiu  wrilin^  my  if«utitnuiil«  on  the  tuauucr  of 
arranging  the  lemis  of  nii  article,  that  i^hould  adjust  i-iiber  the 
objects,  or  measure  of  compeutiatJoti,  or  the  re(]uiMie  circum»tancM 
which  should  L-iititlfi  thi!  ohjiTCt  to  the  caustderation  and  diHuiuD  of 
tliofic  appotiitod  to  award  ihc  oompcuBation.  In  the  h>w  slat«  ot 
Fn-uch  dL-s|»oli»m,  the  Directory  miiy  propoae  t«nns  ;  and.  althougfa 
no  one  wnulil  liHieve  lliai  ntiy  would  be  kept,  that  wer«  obli^ioi^ 
on  them,  yet  the  government  may  feel  it  inestxxttcnt  to  reftue 
acceding  to  tlietn.  In  such  an  went,  great  cnr«  ^Itould  be  lAken, 
In  wording  th«  iirticlo,  to  include  all  cases,  and  esclude  all  doahl 
US  to  the  oljt.<cl«,  both  tu  to  quuliiy  and  tiuiu  of  osainination  hy 
the  boani,  —  not  with  any  exiieflaliwu  of  deriving  satisfaclion  fof 
the  injury,  but  with  the  view  of  more  completely  and  definitely 
filing  the  breach,  so  a»  to  leave  nutbhig  for  th4>ir  supporc-i-s  or 
Hpolo^fisU  tu  allejfe  in  their  behalf,  or  agaiust  the  L'uitetl  SLitr«. 
The  artiile  unil.T  whi(;li  we  art  ha'i,  hy  nome  people,  been  »eflted 
down  to  the  most  Ron&eless  juuible  of  word*  that  two  men  ooaM 
have  Uirowu  together.  The  doscriplioti.  awxinliny  to  theso  oota- 
montators,  containeil  no  com  for  the  board,  whr-re  the  High  Court 
of  Appenitt  had  acted,  because  it  never  could  be  cnnneived  that 
this  gOTemment  would  have  subjected  tlie  de«ttiiou«  of  so  bivb  and 
respectable  a  tribunal  to  the  rt^vision  or  examination  of  atiotlier. 
It  did  not  contain  any  llmt  bud  nut  pas.<ied  ihroufjh  all  the  courtftt 
because  it  was  only  hi  cases  where  compensation  coukl  not  be 


inw] 


COfiBESPOXDEKCE . 


187 


tn  tbfl  ordinary  oourse  of  jodkiol  proceedings  that  tfao 
IkMtvft  WU  to  l«ke  00gnU)uic«. 

'ATie  board  muld  not  exAinine  nny  cues  ^ret  pending  in    the 

cocxku,  prior  to  tbe  term  allotleU  for  presenting  oiemorialst  fur  the 

las  C— a>eiiUuiied  rvanoii ;  nor  afterward,  l*erHUHci  it   hud  nu  iiulliurily 

"t^eivo ;  nor  at  ilifi  tiiuft  of  ib  completion,  tiecuuso  the  vc-ry 

rriion  of  the  okam:  yet  being  uudecJded  in  tltu  courts  of  rbe 

Cro-vB  sbuwod  that  tbere  was  «liil  wanlliig  proof  of  a  nittlerlol 

atl^^^ulton,  —  vtic.,  lliut  coiii]>ensnlion  onnld  not  l>«  otttAiiied  in   tito 

orv3.a.iuu-v  conrse,  wbicb  fart,  Ruid  ttieae  genlleaten,  only  cau  apjicar 

by        proof   of   having  rraorlod   to  and   exhausted    all   the    jadictiil 

mexft.li!.  and  that  the^o  hod  failed.     In  my  opinion,  the  TrordK  used 

in  V-Vie  Britisti  treiily  were  adequate  to  the  end ;  but  if  a  nution, 

r""Tfc filing  like   thU  a  character  for  intt-grity,   and  de^imuH  of 

to* Coining  that  chnrarter,  should,  and<<r  the  oxisling  cirinimslanceB, 

^  clispoaed  to  cavil,  simI  fritter  down  to  nothing  tb«  provwous  of 

«  tireaty.  whut  are  we  to  expect  from  anorher,  tiie  reverse  of  every 

lliir»g  j^Ki.  wise,  or  honorable  ?     We  Bhould  leave  no  uncertainty 

id  Ijkujjuaye,  HO  terniJi  uudur  which   their  advocalcA  msiy  upiilogize 

™r  tlieir  hreachta.     ticHidc  general  end  t^onipreheutive  terms,  it 

*<>uld  be  well  U)  iiiMfl  parlJoilar  defieriptious.  taking  euro  ut  tlie 

''McQe  liutv  nut  to  diminish  the  force  and  extent  of  the  former  by 

*<uns   iusertion  of  the  latter.     All  ounduHious  unfavorable  to  llie 

cUloiaDla.    whieh    might   be    drawn    from   tlie   lemis,   should   by 

**I*reM  provision  be  excluded. 

V«a  may  ssk  why  I  do  not  write  these  remarki  to  Mr.  Pick- 

ig.     My  aniiwt'r  ifi,  1  Iiavo  no  »v>rrfsjiondenM  with  him,  othrr 

a  joint  and  otKcinl  one  on  the  suhjertK  uf  our  dnlicji:  nnd 

M  of  delicacy  forbid   KUi'h  uu  intrusiun  in  this  way.     He 

itko^a  bU  the  objections  that  have  been  raiat-d;  and,  it  bin  mind 

'bouM  eoniempliiie  lb«-m  on  uuikiug  a  similar  arrangement,  he  will 

W')t  fail  to  use  all  n»fce»Miry  cautions.     If,  in   the  couriM)  of  evi;iit», 

^  obw  attempt  ahmild  be  made  at  negotiation,  yon  can  just  Bugge»t, 

^  yoa  Uiiiik  proper,  womo  of  these   things  to  bin  recoUection. 

''Xpreu  provision  should  also  be  made  ihnt  tho*?  who  execute  the 

'^°'Qii>ii»iun  tibould  lie  entitled  to  the  immunities  of  public  niinis- 

^^-     It  vnuld  give  weight  to  the  commisHion,  avoid  inconveniencei 

^   tho  indtvidtmln,   and  could  never  disserve    the   oonntry  who 

''P*Mrt(Nl  benefit  from  sucli  an  arrangement. 

In  oar  prcseut  relation  to  Great  Britain,  it  is  more  than  proba- 
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He  we  may  fitii»k  our  (ummiMiioii  in  llie  cotirso  of  Liiiii.>.  BiJ 
tlii-ro  h  a  cul(]iit-f«8,  pliU';;iii.  ami  duliij^'.  miHing  lliosc  who  think 
tlipy  }jav«  ail  itJiliH[H:!ii>>ul>li>  ri;:ljt.  aik)  duly  tn  <lfO)(l«  lM*fore  IIm 
CHttiio  tH  cxiiininefl  Ity  ua,  clmt  calls  for  all  the  ^tiptice.  of  my 
ooiiBtilutiuii.  Wiicii  ne  mu^d  cliw  will  be  a  fit  Gubjin:!  fur  convvr- 
satioii.  nii<]  inoii-  fit  lIiuii  for  pftftor. 

1  huve  reml.  wkli  great  MlUfaciionf  Mr.  Pickcriog's  letter  to 
tJ)e  M(li)reM«es  from  Trin^t;  Edwanl  Coauiy.  1  have  revl.  olsu, 
G^nt^rnl  i^rurnhnll's  k'tli^r,  anil  atinwRrs  to  queries.  Ctaltatin  is 
rL'Hrlii'tf"!,  ami  h_v<>u  '  will  Iw.  Tlii!  vIl-oUoub  makv  us  Lrciiiblp  for 
tin.'  vift'ty  as  mtH  a*  honor  of  r.ur  wmiitry.  I  n.'j«iicu  sim-ert^Ijr 
in  the  Hmil  aOjitAtnient  of  the  i{iipt>ii<>n8  b«'tween  lluniitlon.  && 
TImt  Knox  should  Iw  eiiilMirraMed  in  hU  pecuniary  afiTair*,  and 
Gfueriil  Lincoln  involvL-d  with  him.  I  do  most  heartily  rcgrel.  I 
wiu  tilt.'  nioiv  iili'if^ist  to  k-riru  Uiuc  tlic-  military  fli<ju(rtte  was 
(liKpoM^il  of,  H*  ]  liufKn*  ill  ill-  j>nij;r<?»*  yrt*ut  jutrtit^  of  new 
divUion  aniotig  ihnKe  whose  uiianiuiity  U  indiapetisaUy  iicci'uary 
to  the  Hilvudon  uf  our  country. 

Sinirt:  iliL-  uii(len>Iiiii<UMg  b(;Cwi-en  Ton»iiuiiit  the  HlucJc  and  the 
Itricinh  govii-iiiiK'nt,  posslMv  the  trade  of  St.  iJomingo  may  b* 
opput^l  to  our  puu}il«.  llut  uliai  the  dt^iigns  of  this  guvi*riimpnl 
arc,  I  cannot  tfll.  —  probiihly  iheirmonopoty  ^ygtem.  UowcviT.  I 
think  wc  can  eft«ily  tlefirHt  ihtm,  in  such  a  sch*'mo  as  reapwrf*  Hi. 
Domingo.  Uuonujmru-.  luiviti^  I)o»^L■ss(.■ll  UituHcIf  uE  Kj^ypt,  tvill,  in 
a  great  measure,  cut  off  llu-  Turku  from  Uitir  uniiiilien  nf  rioe, 
BofTLi-,  Sic,  which  ttiuy  foriuf^rly  rareivRrl  by  the  way  of  AlL'xandria 
at  C(itiKta,ntijio|ik'.  Aud  it  U  very  probsiMe  our  ve«»til»:  mijiht 
make  beiic-rJoiul  voya/^-a  lo.  thin  la«t-D)<.-uti<jnc'd  pliu-e.  l-'imh,  ami 
the  oriicioH  uf  ilia  Kagt  lutlieH,  are  ninvh  wanted  clufre.  And 
foruii^  ahlppiii^  is  mucli  piuploye<i  in  fmfjhtiii;;  Avrni  Cou&tAUti- 
nuplu  lu  the  various  ports  in  thu  l^vanl.  A  Mr.  AUm)!  tfUs  m« 
llial,  Kvri-nil  y<;urK  agu,  u  t>liip  L'niae  to  C^mbtantinople  diitvt  (roin 
Iiiiliii.  The  hoii40  of  which  he  i«  u  member  siioo»-<kil  in  pnxriir- 
iiif;  hc^r  a(luiiii.HJon.  on  Uiriiut  of  ilie  most  favored  Daiioo.  Slmuld 
(hia  be  an   advuntngeouii    trade   for  our  Oicrcbantt',  it    would 


I  Mniiliow  I.Vfin.  tlifnn  ini'iii1«r  fjf  Cwiiinvw  from  Vtmumt,  and  aflt^ 
wnrilii  fn>Ri  Kcniurky.    llr  wti*  u  urcll-knowii  E)»niorrat  m  liU  iliiv,  ■  gw^ 
dL'al  tif  «  dtrnnifx^uc.  a    ruugh   «nil  iftuly  ilt'bairr;  uui]  the  thmthing  h* 
rvudved  ai  dii*  tiandi)  uf  Jdijpr  (irUwold,  on  the  floor  gf  the  Uouk, ga' 
Mio  at  il)v  Ilmo  votulOcmblc  nuiorii.'tj'. 
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■dvisaUe  for  our  government  to  adopt  measures  for  placing  the 
commerce  on  a  permanent  footing  by  treaty  with  the  Porte.  The 
present  time  will  probably  be  aa  favorable  as  any  future  period. 
IVe  oaght,  likewise,  to  secure  a  free  passage  into  the  Hlack  Sea,  and 
liis  should  be  settled  with  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  Great  Britain 
I'ou  Id,  at  least  at  present,  not  thwart  as  in  these  views.  I  under- 
itanc]  she  says  she  would  promote  our  views  on  these  subjects. 

Iliere  is  a  report  of  a  battle  between  Jourdan  and  the  Aus- 
triazis,  but  it  does  not  come  in  such  a  way  as  to  obtain  credit. 

Yours  truly,  C.  G. 

Cabot  to  Fickerino. 

Brookline,  D«c.  14, 1700. 

Mt  dear  Sir,  —  I  have  been  unable  to  comprehend  the  motives 

whicli  influence  the  Federalists  to  neglect  the  infinitely  im])ortaDt 

guUject  of  electing  the  President  and  Vice-President.     The  defect 

of  the  constitution  in  this  particular  is  so  obvious,  and  the  incon- 

I'enience  and  absurdity  of  it  so  much  felt,  that  I  should  imagine  a 

proposition  to  amend  it  could  not  fail  of  success.     It  is  certain  that 

'f  the  late  election  we  were  in  great  danger  of  seeing  a  French 

"resident  instead  of  an  American  placed  in  the  chair,  when  a 

™sjopity  of  the  electors  were  truly  Americans,  merely  because 

*wh   elector  could  not  constitutionally  determine  the  ch.irii(:<T  of 

Ws  OM'n  vote.     If  this  article  in  the  Constitution  is  not  amended, 

We  shall  be  exposed  to  great  embarrassments  at  the  next  election, 

**  We  were  at  the  last ;  and  the  evil  of  division  and  jealouwy  among 

"1*™  who  have  the  same  honest  views  will  be  unavoidable.     It  will 

"^  the  opinion  of  many  good  men,  as  it  was  before,  that  the  public 

'^i^ty  requires  ^rgt  to  exclude  the  enemies  of  our  country,  and 

"^"i  to  choose  the  best  of  its  friends,  but  not  to  hazard  the  success 

«  the  former  for  a  preference  among  the  latter.     This  principle 

of  action  will  be  held  sacred  by  many  of  the  truest  patriots  ;  but 

It  will  not  always  be  admitted  by  others  to  be  any  thing  more  than 

'  g'>od  cover  for  supporting  a  favorite  candidate,  or  opposing  ono 

who    ought  to  be  elected.     You  know  that  many  painful  heart- 

™ming8  have  more  than  once  been  produced  among  those  whom 

^e  esteem,  and  that  very  lately  (perhaps  now)  this  same  business 

™»t»irb8  the  harmony  of  our  first  councils. 

I  have  troubled  you  with  this  hint,  because  there  is  no   time 
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tn  Ik!  lo^t.  Tf  twotliink  of  t^acti  f[ou»e  will  agree  this  aea^n  to 
r«o<miineiid  till*  niuvudiuetit,  the  State  Icgistalura*  may  ratify  it 
in  good  season  ;  but,  if  not,  I  thould  think  everj  posuble  csorlioB 
eHouH  Ii^  made  in  the  States  to  lu^rompliiili  It  with  the  next  Coo- 
givs»,  whirh  I  trust  will  be  nomewlint  l-etler  lUan  the  ]>rv*enf,  I 
iim  loukiii;;  iinpatictillv  for  rhfi  Prcsiilonl'H  apeiwli,  with  swine  hope 
thMt  he  will  »ay  frankly  tliiit  the  safety  and  iiide|jeiitltJUL'e  of  tin 
Uuit4vl  Slutes  Jirt'  tniliingereil  by  the  pereonal  itilercuunw  betw«?n 
ui«  and  oTtr  insidioiifi  and  perHdioii!^  f^iiemy  ;  and  thnt  war.  by  eiid- 
iit^  it.  H'ould  t?nd  to  oenire  us,  aud  make  every  man's  rij^hts  mid 
duties  plain  and  clear.  Th(M*c  arc.  in  my  mind,  Irresistible  reaaons 
fur  chuui:iiig  tiie  present  sluie  of  things,  even  if  uiKjnaliilod  war  is 
inexi>edienl.  Why  ^hntdd  our  mercbants  1»  denied  the  liberty  of 
miikhig  n^prisalH  un  thuHe  whii  have  ati  authurUed  right  to  |diinder 
them  ?  Our  enemies  have  no  eoniniercti,  but  ihey  often  capture 
the  property  of  every  nation  which  lias  nnd  opporrnnities  to  recap- 
ture their  prizes  will  sometimes  occur,  eiipecially  as  our  armed 
vnsiielit  are  very  niimemua,  and  bcooiniug  daily  more  bo.  Beatifes 
this,  encoiiragcmpnt  to  private  unuanieiita  would  udd  p-eatly  to 
our  Hireiigth  aud  security,  by  irrcreawng  our  seamen  luifi  traioisg 
them  to  the  matiaj^ement  of  araii^d  vemieU.  On  the  other  hand, 
there  is  no  pOAitibility  of  Inning  any  thing.  France  wars  tipmi  ni 
now  as  much  a«  she  in  able,  and  will  cerljiinly  apply  more  force,  if 
she  can  with  a  prospect  of  sitcc«sii.  Wby  not  preclude  her,  there- 
fore, by  every  pu»6ible  uu^meulatiou  of  our  on'u  force?  She  will 
be  humble  and  respertful,  and  e%'«a  juH  toward  us,  prtristiy  I'a 
proportion  to  her  estimate  of  our  potetr. 

Yours  faithfully,  G. 
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CHAPTER    VII. 

1799. 
The  Second  MiMion  to  France.  —  Views  of  Mr.  Cabot.  —  Correspondence. 

The  great  event  of  the  year  1799  was  the  President's 
renewal  of  negotiations  with  France.  This  change  of  pol- 
icy, which  proved  the  immediate  cause  of  the  downfall  of 
the  Federalists'  party,  forma,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  else,  the 
subject  of  Mr.  Cabot's  letters  during  this  year.  The  ap- 
pointment of  the  new  commission  was  in  all  ways  of  the 
deepest  and  mos't  far-reaching  consequence;  and,  since  Mr. 
Cabot  was  a  prominent  representative  of  the  opinions  held 
by  most  of  the  leading  Federalists,  a  few  pages  will  not,  I 
hope, be  wasted  in  defining  briefly,  and  if  possible  accurately, 
nia  eiact  position  in  regard  to  this  famous  measure. 

Several  important  bills  introduced  early  in  the  session 
by  the  committee  on  defence  were  still  before  Congress 
^^^n  the  new  year  opened.  Gallatin,  then  heading  the 
"Opposition,  objected  to  the  passage  of  these  bills  until  cer- 
tain additional  documents,  promised  by  the  President  and 
•elating  to  the  recent  negotiations,  were  laid  before  the 
House.  Early  in  January,  1799,  the  President  sent  in  the 
•lesired  papers,  comprising  Gerry's  correspondence  with 
■•^alleyrand,  and  certain  letters  from  the  consul-general, 
**»ipwith.  These  were  soon  followed  by  an  elaborate  report 
*'^ni  Colonel  Pickering  on  French  affairs,  drawn  with  con- 
^derable  ability,  and  reflecting  with  much  sharpness  on  all 
"**t  related  to  Talleyrand,  the  Directory,  and  Gerry. 
'Within  a  few  days  after  this  report,  the  President  trans- 
^t^ted  to  Congress  information  of  a  new  French  decree,  by 
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the  teririfl  of  wliicli  all  Aniericans  sen-ing  in  lioKtilp  ve 
were,  if  captured,  to  be  condemned  to  the  treatment  of 
pirat««.  Titus  fltimu1iit«d,  the-  TIouHe  pafliied  a  retxliation 
bill  iu  answer  to  the  new  decree,  i-eneweJ  the  act  of  uon- 
iiiterL'ourse  wUh  Fnutce.  and  made  Uirjje  a]tpro[iriation9  for 
the  navy,  while  the  Senate  pu.sscd  a  bill  ptx)viding  for  a 
greatly  inrreased  ai-niy.  The  Legislature  waA  engaged  up(m 
tliese  Timorous  measures,  when  tliey  and  the  pulilic  generally 
were  atartled  by  the  l'resident"B  nomination  of  William 
Vans  Murray,  resident  minixtei'  nt  the  Hague,  to  be  min- 
ifiter  pleuijioteiitiarj-  to  tliH  Fivneh  Rejniblic.  Public  opin- 
ion at  that  time  wua  mui-'h  divided  on  tbc  pubject  of  French 
affairs.  A  large  wetioJi  of  the  Democratic  party,  including 
all  the  worst  foieigii  eleiofuts,  imd  led  by  Jeffei-»on,  favoreit 
peace  with  I-Yance  on  any  and  all  terms.  They  weix*  netu- 
ated  by  aaentimentft!  adonition  of  any  thing  called  a  repub- 
lic, by  the  Jacobin  spirit  then  at  its  lieig)it,  and  many  of 
them  by  a  genoral  love  of  faction  and  hatred  of  order.  Most 
strongly  opposed  to  these  extremists  were  tlie  Federalist 
leaders,  among  whom  llnuiittoii  was  conttpicuoiis.  These 
ineii  saw  clearly  that  peace  and  a  strong  neutrality  were  for 
the  best  inleresta  of  the  country-,  but  they  were  convinced 
that  ueither  of  these  objects  conld  l>e  serred  by  fiirtlicr  nego- 
tiations with  France.  They  bt-lieved  that  a  French  [>e»c« 
at  that  lime  wonid  be  taken  merely  as  an  evidence  of  weak- 
ness, could  not  be  lasting,  and  would  invigorate  Jacobinism 
in  till*  United  States.  On  the  other  laiTid,  tbey  fv.lt  confi- 
dent that  a  French  war  would  give  life  to  the  national  sen- 
timent, Htrengthen  the  administration,  and  secure  their  own 
party  Bupreniacy.  Uetween  the  partisans  who  favored  |ieace 
on  any  terms  and  the  war  Federalists  were  »  portion  of  the 
Democratic  and  the  larger  part  of  the  Federalist  party. 
Tliis  [Kirty  of  tlie  centre  composed  a  majority  of  thu  whole 
nation.  They  were  of  that  class  so  varying  in  nnnibera,  but 
80  inevitably  found  uiuler  every  constitutional  government 
at  ail  times  and  seasonB,  which  is  always  ready  to  follow  any 
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leorler  wlio  wi'ma  to  consult  most  cai-efully  tliP  immwliate 
infcorPKt  ami  iligiiily  of  Uir  oomitrj'.  Thin  lar^  lli'mting 
TOtc  had  Ifcccn  driven  over  to  the  support  of  the  war  Fecler- 
atiAts  by  the  outrageous  conduct  of  France  toward  tlie  first 
eoinmisoion.  So  great  au  accession  of  popuUir  strength  had 
r&istid  tlie  war  piirty  to  a  punilioii  of  ab»nluLv  control  in  tho 
ootintry;  and  the  nomination  of  Mitrrny.  indicating  what 
med  »  romplet*^  rhanjjp  of  policy  on  the  pnrt  of  tlip  ex- 
tire^  fell  upon  them  in  thp  hnnr  of  their  siiccpm  with 
overwhelming  effect.  Tbey  felt  instinctively  that  the 
ffr»at  mass  of  the  jieople  would  pympnthize  with  the  Presi- 
dftTit's  action,  and  that  they  must  bow  to  a  public  opinion 
*Ui<.-h  it  wouhl  be  tnailnt-sH  1^  resist.  ExaH[>ernted.  aniazed, 
te'Wnldered,  the  war  party  yielded,  and  aougbt  merelv  to 
palliue  what  they  could  not  entirely  prevent.  They  «uc- 
i!ee<3ed  io  enlarging  to  three  the  number  of  envoys,  and 
"til  this  for  the  time  they  were  fain  to  be  coiit**nt. 

Air.  Cabot's  letters  give  a  clear  picture  of  the  views  of 
the    more  modimite  type  of  Federalist  leader  at  this  [K'riod. 
But,  before  tracing  in  outline  the  contenti  of  theae  letters, 
11   l~x>oomes  necessarv  to  define  briefly  the  controversy  to 
fflii«.'h  they  relate,  and  the  dire  re«ult«  which  that  contro* 
tertjj  produced.    The  conflict  arose  upon  a  policy,  the  sound- 
Dea»  of  M-liich  no  out;  would  to-day  think  of  (picstioning:  yet 
"lien  it  waJi  adopted  by  Mr.  Adiims,  in  IT'^SI.  it  reHuited  in 
lilts  common  min  of  President  and  party.     That  it  should 
Wvc*  turned  ont  in  thi-t  way  was  owing  to  many  caiiiiefl,  o( 
■fhicrh  Bome  are  not  readily  apparent.      Because  a  jmrtion  of 
tl*    party  held  erroneous  views,  and  because  the  President, 
'"  opposition  to  these  views,  carried  through  a  proper  pol- 
icy* IB  hut  an  unsatisfactory  explanation  of  the  consequent 
Meat  of  the  Fedei-nlistA.     Parties  of  far  less  stn^n^th  have 
•TirviveJ  greater  differences  of  opinion;  but  the  caiisea  of 
defeat  in  this  instance  lay  deejwr,  and  »-ere  inherent  not 
1*^7  in  the  party,  but  also  in  the  character  of  the  prorainent 
^i"^-    There  were  too  many  leaders  tu  the  Federalist  party, 
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and  All  tlieM  leaders  were  unbending  and  dogmatic  in  a 
greater  or  less  degree.  Mtwt  uafurtuuately,  too,  llie  pria«- 
pal  »up|x>i-tere  of  the  diJteritig  puli(!ii>s  held  the  two  highest 
oHiceH  in  tliendministrntioii.  and,  when  opposed,  were  as  de- 
termined and  unyielding  na  nny  men  in  the  u'hole  country. 
The  outlook  was  certainly  not  a  hojx>ful  one,  if  anv  violent 
difference  of  opinion  arose  in  a  party  so  composed  and  so 
eituated.  Fortunately  for  the  historical  interests  involved^ 
all  tlitiHe  principally  contfnu'd  liave  left  elaborate  accoantB 
of  what  they  severally  said,  did,  and  thought.  The  letten 
to  the  "  HoNfon  Patriot"  explain  Mr.  Adams'a  ]Hi»ition ; 
Hamilton's  famous  pamphlet,  his  Irttei-s  and  those  of  Pick- 
ering, Wolcott,  McHenry,  Amos,  and  Cabot,  define  the 
attitu<le  of  the  war  Federalists ;  while  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Stoddert,  tlie  .Secretary  of  the  Navy,  repreftenta  Uie  opinioa 
of  moderate  men  both  in  and  out  nf  the  cabinet.* 

Tlip  first  intimation  of  the  contemplated  change  of  policy 
on  the  part  of  the  Pri>hident  was  given  at  the  o|>ening  of 
the  aeaaion.  luflucnccd  by  Gerry's  re|H>rt8,  Sir.  Adams 
wiKtifd  to  »taU>.  in  hi^  message  that-,  while  the  war  meoeum 
already  on  foot  ought  by  no  means  to  be  abandoned,  the 
iloor  was  still  to  be  kept  ojwn  for  negotiation  whenever 
France  should  evince  a  proper  respect  toward  the  United 
States.  Such  sentiments  as  thenp  were  reaistr-d  in  the  cab- 
inet. Pickering,  folluwed  by  Woloott  and  McIIenry,  stren* 
uously  opposed  the  insertion  in  the  message  ot  any  paragraph 
whifb  even  hinted  at  the  possibility  of  our  serKling  another 
minister  to  FrancH.  Stmldfrt  and  Lee  inclined  to  the  same 
views,  but  the  character  of  their  opposition  was  mild  and 
tenifterate.     The  President  nevorthelcaa  [>er»i«ted,  and  from 

1  Thl«  tinpnrtanl  (oIut  wai  «ili!re»ed  lo  Mr,  Ailnmt  at  ihe  tiin*'  of  lh« 
piiblU-aiiiiti  (if  ()»■  **  Falrint "  Jxtlvn.  Mr.  Aflnini  iliil  not  piililiili  Mr  Slml- 
drri'*  It^Uvr.  And  rcpll^  lo  but  one  or  tno  of  the  objecilun*  wliich  wvn 
offcml  in  It.  Ax  1  itltull  hftvc  nci:nii\nn  to  rt-fKr  to  ihU  lottt-r,  awl  from  iu 
Intrlniic  vnlue,  1  livvv  prlntod  it  in  full  in  lliia  vonncutlon,  and  also  one  tnm 
Jani«*  MclK'nry,  the  S^civMry  of  War;  to  111  a  I  all  Hide*  ar«  uoi*  Itcforc 
lhi>  public;.  I  nni  indi-lilol  lo  tlu-  I'ickfriiig  iiiuntiirript*,  in  thr  pmavmnian 
of  [ho  MuHiu-liQietia  iCiitoriral  Somty,  for  llic  leUen  of  tiotb  Siuddtrl  aud 
McHcnry  nn  this  IntjKirtant  queiilan. 


Uie  manner  in  which  the  nieitsage  was  rvceired  it  was  evi- 
(Jenttliat  public  opinion  coiiiciilcd  with  the  views  of  Mr. 
Adaniii. 

Mr.  Calwt's  letters  rhiring  the  early  part  of  the  year 
we  Ini^Jy  occupied  with  tht-  suliject  of  the  mc«saf;e.  He 
VM  disappointed  nt  the  conciliatoiT  tone  therein  adopted, 
uid  wiu  surprised  at  wliiit  MM<ii]pd  to  liiiu  indioatious  of 
Wilation  and  oncertuinty  in  the  Prwiident's  policy.  He 
iW  regi-etted  tJmt  the  tone  of  Colonel  Pickering's  report  hod 
Wen  modcrjited,  hut  neither  of  these  incidi-iits  in  thit  least 
prteimiifd  liis  mind  for  what  wa»  to  follow.  The  war  KedemU 
ista  wiM-e  »<>  confident  of  the  stri'Mjjth  of  thf  ir  position,  and 
Mieved  the  succe^  and  miiiniennnce  of  their  [loliey  *<>  he 
Bnttasiiped,  that  they  h.irl  no  apprehension  of  an  entire  rever- 
sal of  all  their  aeheme"*  Ivy  any  action  of  the  President. 
Tl»y  were  deatincd  to  ho  qnickly  undeceived. 

Daring  the  winter,  Mr.  Adams  received  through  Piehon, 
^  French  Secretar}'  at  the  H:igue,  and  thence  thmuj-h 
Murray,  our  minister  at  the  same  plare,  awnranres  of  a  dis- 
pwiitlon  on  tJio  part  of  the  French  government  to  renew 
tifBotiation*  in  a  pmi^er  spirit.  .\ctinK  on  thi-t  information, 
Mr.  Ailams,  without  any  warning  to  his  cahinet,  sent  to 
lliB  Senate  the  nomination  of  William  Vantt  Miirmy  t*)  he 
mmister  plenipotentiarj'  to  the  French  Kepiihlic.  JJo  noni- 
"wiion  pnil>ahly  ever  produced  snch  a  profound  sensation. 
^'>  one  understood  precisely  what  it  meant,  though  cven-- 
'"^ly  rwognized  at  once  its  gravity  and  importiince.  The 
''low  ir\\  most  severely  on  the  dominant  FetleraliJiU  all  over 
the  country,  and  to  no  one  did  it  eiiuse  more  hitter  disap* 
Hntincnt  than  to  Mr.  C'aliot.  He  had  been,  bIuco  Pint-k- 
'^'■y'R  r]i:4missah  a  moat  consistent  opponent  of  any  negotia- 
^"Bs  with  France  until  she  had  learned  to  treat  ns  with 
"^P^ct;  and  no  one  had  so  strongly  and  persistently  op- 
P""*'!  the  first  miwion.  The  conduct  of  Talleyrsmd  and 
liw  failure  of  the  first  ambassudors  seenii^d  to  Jlr.  L'abot  to 
««un!  the  niaint«uauce  of  a  vigorous  iwliyy,  and  the  eradi- 
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catiun  of  JacobinUm  in  the  United  States.  He  bclii^ved 
that  fresh  negotiations  were  not  only  wrong,  but  imj^iotwible, 
without  grr-fti  lulvaiicim  fnmi  Hu-  Krcnoh.  The  news  of  the 
new  noininiitinn  therefore  tilled  him  with  indtgnntion  ;  foe 
he  consitlered  peace  with  France  to  mean  a  rfrvival  of  French 
principles  in  the  United  States,  and  the  utter  loss  of  any 
renl  national  independence.  There  la  now  no  difTieulty  in 
purt'piviiig  that  Jlr.  Ciiliot  and  Iiis  wing  of  the  ])firty  erred 
cnmijletcly  in  maintaining  bo  unyielding  an  attitude  toward 
France.  But  it  was  not  then  so  easy  to  decide  rightlr, 
ii.ml  tlie  war  policy  could  be  supported  by  many  plausible 
and  some  sound  arguments:  and  this  fact,  whilt*  it  inalliates 
the  nuiitukee  of  the  Kedenil  Wders,  n-ilects  credit  on  the 
power  of  the  President's  judgment.  The  verdict  of  history 
must  he  given  in  Mr.  .'\diim«'8  favor,  ho  far  as  the  general 
policy  towiirds  France  is  concerned.  Nor  is  the  fact  that 
the  nation  (jenerally  sympathized  with  his  course  any  de- 
traction froiu  lib*  merit.  Almost  all  the  leaders  of  his  jwrty 
opjjofieil  him.  They  were  all  man  of  ability  and  ilclcrmina- 
tioti,  and  they  {Mismiisscd  an  amount  of  political  weight  and 
nctnni  power  that  it  is  now  difficult  to  conceive.  Jn  their 
handrt  n'stc<l  the  power  to  ruin  the  President  and  destroy 
the  party,  and  it  required  as  much  boldness  and  tenacity  of 
ptirjiose  to  resist  them  as  to  oppose  the  wishes  of  the  great* 
est  popular  majority.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Mr. 
Adams  acted  wisely  and  patriotically,  and  that  in  opposing 
Ills  party  on  what  mi^dit  wfl!  ap|ipur  a  dotibtfnl  question, 
for  the  sake  of  Ids  country,  he  displayed  the  highest  conrage. 
This  is  sufficient  praise  for  any  statesman,  but  it  is  nuicU 
to  be  regretted  that  approbation  of  Mr.  Adams's  course 
must  stop  liei-e.  The  manner  in  which  the  policy  was  car- 
ried through  was  as  wholly  wrong  as  the  policy  itatlf  wa* 
■wimllv  right. 

The  tirt4t  and  capital  mistake  was  the  Presidents  refnsal 
to  consult  hiti  secretaries.  The  condemnation  of  this  step 
niav  be  drawn  from  Mr.  Adams's  own  account:  no  other 
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testimony  U  needed.  The  letters  to  tlie  '•  Basinn  Patriot" 
«re  ixcupied  pri>K-t[>ally  with  a  very  complete  defence  of  the 
^Ueml  |H>ltcy  aiid  tiuui'cws  of  iuforinutiou  Itfudiiig  to  Mur> 
tfty's  nominatioD.  and  with  violent,  ill-timed,  and  distaitieful 
denunrialions  of  liiituilton  ;  but  they  are  feinj;ularly  iinsiitis- 
Actorv  on  the  »li-inijiortant  qiieKtion  of  not  consulting  iJie 
cubiaet. 

"X'be  defence  made  by  Mr.  Adyms,  on  this  [K>iiit.  subHtan- 

tiftlly  is  ihiit  he  knew  the  eccrctaritta  would  oppo&c  him 

op«?nly  nnti  secretly,  and  therefore  deemed  it  nttelesH  to  crou- 

wlt  ijiem.     If  this  is  the  only  defence,  und  it  seems  to  be 

B0»    it  is  re«lly  no  defence  at  all.     In  evciT  way,  such  a 

Btepwas  a  fatal  and  irretrievable  blunder.     Mr,  Adamo's 

nuroge  WBfl  undoubted,  and  of  the  highest  kindt  yet  this 

Ki'oidance  of  his  itecretaries  gave  an  air  of  timidity  and 

tfuaion  to  the  whole  business.     An  appearance  uf  weakness 

'as   thereby  communieated  to  an  otherwise  impregnable 

PWiiioij.     Moreover,  it  iiifiirijited  liis  op]K>nent,s  in  the  cali- 

"■Qk,  eslrangt>d  initny  men  who  nii^diL  ultierwiKe  linve  bven 

Conciliated,  und  left  the  moderate  niembera  uf  the  party 

^ntipely  adrift.     Stoddert  says  thnt,  if  Mr,  Adnriw  hiid  con- 

•^Itpd  the  cahin*"t.  he  would   have  had  n  majority  in  Ids 

^Tor.     This  9eoni8  hardly  probable ;  but  it  is  certain  from 

^K^h  a  statement  tliat  .Mr.  AdamH  wouM  have  reeeived  the 

**'pport  of  at  least  two  of  his  seeretnries.     Piitling  HAide 

^l>e  fact  that  it  wbh  the  thity  of  the  Pre.sident  to  ronsnlt  his 

*^l>inet,  it  is  nevertheless  clear  that  such  an  omission  vrat 

*  grove  political  blunder.     The  op|M»ition  whii-li  lie  aiilici- 

P**t-<i  wa«  embittered,  not  avoided,  by  the  i^fnsal  to  coii- 

*^^t ;  bikI  Mr.  .VdiimH  toet  in  this  way  tlio  giand  up|x>rtutiity 

^'  starting  the  measure  with  a  jHirtion  of  his  cabinet  pledged 

■*>  its  support-     Stoddert  and  Lee  by  no  means  r*- liahfd  the 

ihifltion  of  their  colleague  in  the  st«te  de[mrtnie»l,  and 

Si-e  qiiile  i-ea*ly  to  acci-pt  the  President's  lea<l.     But  tUo 

tacit  n-jection  of   ttit-ir   counsels  forced   them   back   into 

^  inlent  adhesion  to  Colonel  Pickering.     In  a  word,  Mr, 
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AHnms  wa-s  inaKh^r  of  the  situation  ;  and  lie  threw  awav  tl 
sdvaiitages  of  hU  [>08ilioii,  b^-  lefuaiug  to  mw-'t  opjKMtitifl 
at  the  uul»<;t.  ile  uiiitud  ^vhen  he  should  have  dividei 
UJid  lie  lifterwards  divided  wimn  lie  should  liave  etraiuc 
every  nervo  to  eoneiliate  and  to  unite. 

A  i)ai*liiil  explunsLticm  of  tlie  origiu  of  these  capital  mu 
take.i  may  he  found  in  the  lauk  of  tact,  wbiob  is  so  Btrikii) 
in  Mr.  AiUinis's  character.  But  even  the  fact  that  L 
could  not  deal  with  other  niiMi  judiciously  does  nol  liccoai] 
for  his  extriiurdinary  inimiiiinagement  in  thiB  instann 
Ever}'  tiling  was  in  his  fiivor,  and  yet  he  contrived  to  d 
right  only  ut  the  heavy  fiX|>(!nsfl  of  party  ruin.  A  com 
parison  of  the  following  letters  of  McHeury  aud  Stoddeii 
totli  ni(»lerate  men,  witli  thoite  of  Air.  Adanis  to  the  **  Rot 
ton  Tairiot,"  makes  all  the  ditficiilties  of  the  luBt  Feder&lia 
&<1  ministration  perfectly  <-oinprt-heii.sible.  The  want  o 
cordiality  between  the  Pveaideut  and  his  ndviseiH,  whici 
existed  from  the  beginning,  becomen,  frtim  these  letter! 
more  appuivnt  than  ever;  but  the  real  secret  is  to  be  foiuii 
iu  the  |H>('iiliHr  temperament  of  Mr.  Adama.  Kot  a  sub 
pieioiia  man  by  nature,  but  frank  and  open,  almost  to  i 
fault,  if  his  distrust  wjih  nnci>  awHkene<l,  there  were  then  tw 
bounds  to  his  dark  imaginings.  He  had  a  fair  share  n 
je.'ilousy  in  his  composition,  and  a  large  amount  of  sell 
confiUcnco :  but  the  fatal  clement  was  the  rapid  process  tt 
mental  exaggeration.  When  this  onc«  began,  llwre  wen 
no  limits;  and  he  supplemented  this  imaginative  potrer  bj 
an  absolute  and  hone»t  conviction  of  the  truth  of  the  con 
ccptiuns  ho  liad  htni^ielf  fi-amed.  In  the  affair  of  Ux 
niHJnr-generaK  he  ran  sharply  against  the  op{Kisition  o4 
Colonel  Pickering;  and  he  felt  at  that  time  that  thi 
influence  of  the  le.iderfl  wa^s  brouj^lit  to  bear  against  htm. 
So  far,  all  was  natural.  This  was  not  the  first  nor  the  lasl 
time  that  cabinet  officers  resiisled  their  superior,  or  thai 
pirty  leudei's  had  striven  to  control  their  chief.  Ilut  Mr 
Adams  did  not  stop  here,  and  endeavor,  as  a  more  astuLe 
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majj  vouM  have  done,  to  quietly  frustrate  niid  disarm  his 
opponents.    He  resisted  HtubWml}-,  mul  yieltltnl  only  under 
pi*e8aur« ;  and  then  lie  j>roc«eiietl  to  account  (oi*  liis  trouLles, 
itft«*r  lii«  own  fiuliLon.     We  can  see  in  tliu  letters  to  the 
*'  Boston  Patriot,"  with  hIiucIowh  duepeiied  by  the  Uipse  nf 
lica«,  till*  [lictitre  whii^h  Mr.  AdniiiH  iln'W,  in  liia  own  minil, 
nf  his  opponents  and  their  arrangements.     Jealoxisy  led  him 
tD    eiip[KHie  Hamilton  his  grt'at  enemy.     Hence  Hamilton 
'va^s  the  Deu»  ex  machina   who  guided   the  cabinet,   the 
"mightier  spirit"  who  movwl  the  politii*aI  puppets.     Ham- 
ilton, tliirsting  after  ernpin-,  and  swking  to  rise  upon  the 
rninsof  the  republic,  was  the  central  tigure  in  the  back- 
ground.    The-n  camt>  the  cabinet,  oi^nized  in  a  compact 
eonspihicy  against  him;  then  tUe  Federalist  leaders,  in  the 
pH.t*t  vf  assistant  cunxpirators,  and  the  Senate  and  the  jiress 
**    their  adjuncts.     Now  if  this  description  bo  compared 
*tth  Hrllenry'fl  and  Stoddert'a  letteni,  the  conspimcy  van- 
^sh^s.  ilie  organized  cabinet  dianppeara,  and  wc  find  that 
one  certainly,  and  probably  two,  of  the  secretaries,  had  no 
knowledge  even  of  Hnmilton's  opinion.     Instead  of  Ham- 
pton as  the  leader  of  (ipjHwitinn,  it  ib  clear,  from  all  the 
*^UrcKH,  that  ('olonel   Pickering  was  far  more  entitled  to 
*«>at  place,  and  that  it  was  ho  wlio  n«pirod  to  lead  tliR  pnity, 
***lU  control  not  only  the  Pi-ehideiit,  hnt  Hamilton  himself. 
"^s  to  Hamilton's  di^eamB  of  einpirtr,  thin  ia  not  the  place  for 
*  ^^iscuasion  of  them ;  but,  whoever  the  dreamer  was  in  this 
^*^H«>,  the  dcluKiniiM  remained  dchiKionti,  and  iiotbiiig  more. 
'^o  long  aa  Mr.  Adatna  merely  aninsed  liiniaelf  by  constnict- 
^•*e   thene  theories,  no  harm  was  done;  but.  unluckily,  he 
'^^tcMl  u|ion  tlicm  aa  if  tliey  were  aa  well  eAtAbliAliod  aa  the 
*'>ovp_nM.]it  of  tlie  tides.     Thus  it  was  that,  on  the  theory  of 
^  conspiracy,  he  refuKuil  to  consult  hitt  cabinet,  and  by  unit- 
^S  bis  cabinet  and  the  party  leaders  ou  a  perfectly  tenable 

■  S^^^und  did  nineh  to  give  reality  to  his  own  preconceived 

■  tdaaa,     Thei-e  was  opposition  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  tlm  cabinet 
H      *ud  in  the  party,  from  the  time  of  the  affair  of  the  major- 


I 

I 
I 


200 


LLFB  A»D  LETTEBS  OP  OBORQE  CABOT. 


m 


genei-nU;  ami  it  rapidly  Iiardened  and  consolit1ate<1.  But 
iieitliur  au  orgiuiixL'ii  opposilicn  o[  the  wliule  eubiitet,  uor 
u  combined  anil  ex.t«iided  confedenition  among  the  leaders 
to  control  tho  cxecuttvo,  seems  ever  to  have  existed,  except 
in  the  mini!  of  Mr.  Adams  liimHelf.  His  own  vehement 
tenjpenimeiit,  his  uncompromising  disposition,  and  his  rapid 
converaioo  of  simple  incidentit  uito  extensive  and  porteutoua 
combiuutions  were  his  worst  enemies. 


r,  leotV 


Stoddkrt  to  Juuk  Adaus. 

BtJki>KK»ui'Bti,  Uth  October, 
Deak  Sir,  —  Until  witbin  a  few  ditye,  I  bad  only  seen  deiacbed 
parttt  of  jrour  lotccrs  publialicd  iu  tho  "  Bostun  PatnoL"  I  hare 
now  a  pamplilet  ooiitainiug  eiglitcttii  Ictlura :  I  prcsuuie  the  firai 
eighttwu  you  sunt  to  the  pretKt.  I  do  not  know  thai  more  have  been 
pnblUhL-ct. 

Ii  iva?)  iinjio»iiibIe  Tor  me  to  read  tliese  tetters,  slid  Kub>icribc  to 
iheir  juslitv,  — at  least,  mo  far  Aa  they  respect  myself.  You  have 
«innect«l  me  with  nets  in  which  I  hnd  no  coDOom.  You  have  pro- 
dui^  im  imprcsHiua  ihut  thure  was  uut  one  faeud  of  a  departmem 
miller  yimr  inliuiiualinlion  who  Mi  the  ohti(:»lion  imjiOM^I  on  him 
hy  hU  ullidal  iMtiifitioti  to  he  fnithfiil  In  your  re|iutntion.  a8  well  aa 
to  the  public  interest :  miil  you  ;;iv«  too  much  counbeuatice  to  an 
opiniuD,  that  the  heads  of  di--panmcuu,  if  not  themselves  the  blmd 
parlibana  of  a  furc)<;u  govcrumout,  were  under  the  ioflocnou  —  tho 
iwiitimiplibk  tools  —  of  lueii  whu  were- 

For  myself  I  Bay,  and  I  nppwil  to  every  part  of  ray  conduct  for 
tho  verity  of  what  I  eiay,  tbiit  you  hnve  done  Die  the  highest  iujiu- 
(joo  ;  Ihiit  rni-vCT  did  I  forget  I  was  bound  hy  honor  to  protect  vour 
reputation  so  long  as  I  remuinMl  your  coiilidentiitl  adviarr.  Nor 
am  I  «o  nii-e  a  cti^uixt  a»  to  bo  able  to  dixcem  at  what  periotl  siuiv, 
the  obtifpition,  mhirh  1  cannot  but  consider  in  Mme  dej;ree  mutnal 
between  a  Prusideut  ami  a  bead  of  a  liepartmeol,  ceaeed.  Tlmt 
in  no  instance  did  an  overweening  partiality  for  any  foreign  gov* 
enimeiu  maku  me  lose  sight  for  a  moment  of  the  honor  or  the 
inlcreet  of  my  own.  Aa  tu  GeuuraJ  llamittou,  I  iwtttvcly  knew 
him  ;  and  |>erha{>s  my  crime  h«  to  him  wm  that,  tlmagh  t>eltevtDg 
highly  of  the  brilltoDcy  of  hi&  laleuu  and  of  bis  sincere  pstj-iutism 
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and  hoDorahl«  prmeiplea,  t  nertsr  entArtalnttl  aii  C'Xoltct]  opiulon  o{ 
Ik  diKnTtJoa  or  tho  solidity  o{  his  jud^munl,  aud  nlwu^i)  thought 
il  iuifortuiiat«  for  Uie  FtMlairal  iMirty,  and  of  coume  for  the  cottit- 
try, — iar  T  believe  ibe  vibws  of  thai  party  have  always  Itben 
(iu-eot«U  to  (bo  lieat  InterusUi  of  tlic  cnuutry,  —  thai  tilt;  u|iiuiuiM  u( 
tiua  gentleman  wore  docmed  so  oracular. 

Bat  to  come  to  facta.     Vuu  any  the  five  heodi)  of  ilepartments 

*ere  uiiaDiniooUy  sgnimt  the  appointment  of  Ktr.  Gerry,  "  and 

you  ifcw  shocktil  at  such  inveterate  prejuJico* ; "  iii  uholIilt  placv, 

**  N'out-  hut  the  friends  of  llaiuiltuti  would  gu  dovvii  with  ihe  lieadti 

of  di'ptiiiiDi-nUi."     It  waH  not  until  .fnne,  \7W,  tb.it  t  had  tlie  cniii- 

fortuat'  u>  be  calleil  to  nffuv.     Well  may  I  eay  "  mtHfortiuic,"  fur 

such  I  have  ewr  suice  fuund  it.     Mr.  <jvrry,  I  Whi'vp,  was  ap- 

fKiiiiirJ  in  1797:  he  hml  liini;  )>ceii  in  FraiiM.     Before  I  was  iu 

'^'Hct;,  ami  uutil  1  was  in  olliee,  there  were  but  four  heads  of  deport- 

In  ibe  nomination  of  7k[r.  Murray  to  Franco,  you  say;  "Yon 

kbciT  the  Hcntimeutfi  of  all  your  ntiuisters,  and  the  tvcrrl  motives 

*hai  govi^ni^  thum  better  thftu  they  did  thomftetvt^s.     You  knew, 

I      tf  you  imj  Bjiiiixl  thuir  advice,  three  of  them  would  very  litcouically 

■prt>toct  ogaJiul  th«  tiiea»ure:  the  other  two  would  have  bcea  louth 

H^  tILuienI  from  Ihcir  brothrcti,  and  woulil  moro  mnd«.-stly  and  miliUy 

f  concur  with   them.     Tho  ouiui'ijuunui-  nuuid  bo  that  ili«  wholu 

^ould  \m!  instHiiUy  commuiiicaled  to  A,  H,  C,  1>,  &r„  t\n:  public 

aiiit  tim  prcsaea  would  have  it  at  once,  ntid  such  a  nliunor  mlted  aa 

■  to  &xdtG  the  Seaate  to  put  their  negative  upon  the  whole  plan." 

H^^inst  the  justiiw  of  this  whole  charge  and  cv(!ry  part  of  il  impli- 

V^Uog  tnu,  I  tNilc-iunty  [trudi-st.     Prior  lo  thin  tinio.  I  do  nut  buliuve 

*■  had  met  tu  cithinet  more  tluin  llirite  times,  eici-epi  on  the  subject 

^  ^f  tl]p  cofflmisaion  under  thi>  Ilritidh  (rent.y.    Qum,  I  re<v>lh'ct,  there 

H  w«A  ^  meeting  in  consequence  uf  the  i'ennsylvunia  insurrectlou ,' 

^Hflfewhifh  (»c«3Uton  llie  depurtmentit  wt^ru  not  nnmiimou.^  in  advi>>iii|j 

I^HVboourw  to  l>e  jiuroued.     I  wi^ll  rumemlH-r  lliat  the  majority  was 

'^S'^Uel  my  opinion,  as  tu  the  im|K>rUnce  pro|ier  to  he  giveu  to   the 

^Vemor  of  the  Stale  in  Mip|ireA»in^  th:tt  in»urr(.-!ctiun.     Ob  that 

yuu  liad  adopttnl  the  opinion  of  Uie  majority  I     This  waH  a  imiltt'r 

ot  noIiiUe  importance  :  hm  1  mention  it  merely  to  show  that  iheru 

*iw  not  thai  weak,  criininiU  ac<|uieA(^n(tt  of  wme  of  the  lieiida  of 

'^Kuicumta  to  the  (ipitdouB  of  olhe-r?)  which  you  describe. 

Bitt  on  thia  particiitur  subject,  tb«  nomioatton  of  Mr.  Murray 

■  The  Friet  relwlllon. 
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In  Franrp;  T  had  nrver  spen,  prior  to  his  nomiriatJiiQ,  hia  tetttt 
to  ynu,  —  the  only  drcumstancw  which  mxW  th«  niviwiin)  a  profMi 
one.  0/  oourse.  yon  could  not  h*v«  known  what  m}'  opinion  woolj 
hnvft  Iicoii  with  rh&t  document  before  me.  One  or  iwn  ilay»  oflei 
th(<  iioiiiiiiiitioii,  ynn  hIiow"<1  me  Lh«H  l«tter.  ami  volunlarily  fnierec 
into  flomp  RXjiliinntinn  why  rmi  liad  tjiki>n  the  Ht«p  without  Ronnull- 
ing  the  heaiU  of  dHjiarLnieots.  It  is  not  iiecnwary,  nor  would  luj 
metnory  enable  mv.  to  r«)K^t  xll  thn.t  pused  on  that  oocumoo.  Yol 
had  rcA<)>>n  to  htilii.-vti  I  did  not  hold  mysplf  at  liberty  to  oppoti 
a  luou-siirv  of  yoiin  und  retain  niy  otiice;  and  I  wrongly  lulviso 
yiii],  Hinc-e  the  iiominniion  of  Mr.  Murray  wha  mailfk,  to  adhere  to  il 
expre»Hiiig  my  nonviclion  that  th«  Sunat«  would  anjuivscti.  Yoi 
were  iht^n  determined  to  xdhere;  but  afterward*,  and  [terbapi 
more  wi<io]y,  thnu^h  I  think  at  th»  expcntie  of  some  penoiw 
digniiy,  m»ilQ  u  mudillcntion  of  your  message. 

Until  thi»  tjmu  — atid.  indeecl,  during  the  whole  time  I  waa  h 
offlre  —  my  own  dctpartmmir.  rergnired  my  whole  attention,  and  '. 
bnd  ns  little  lei<iure  lu  uidin»tir>n  to  sLteod  U>  the  affuin  of  olbw 
departnieiJis.  Keforfi  I  entered  into  offloo,  the  Only  ajUan  I  ftwa 
km'.vr  (it.  an  to  our  forei^i  rolaiiong,  had  been  formed;  and  dik 
system  wan  to  b«  found  iu  the  laws  und  id  the  public  acU  of  Um 
exacuiivpa.  I  heard  of  no  intended  dftvtntion  from  it  from  yon 
or  from  any  uf  t^u-  hawh  of  dt-partmetits.  It  had  bcuu  dBtf>niunet 
to  reaiat  the  a<^nustoi)S  of  Fnince,  bnt  to  luitvu  wide  open  thi 
door  of  reconciliation  with  perfect  honor.  A  majority  of  a  oaucns 
oompoawl  entirely  of  Fedeml  inemberH  of  tb«  two  flouHte,  wouK 
not  agree  to  a  doclaratinn  of  war ;  and  thi*  rt>*idt  of  ihe  mt>«tjii} 
flhowed  too  plainly  to  lie  miataken  by  the  Pri^nident  that  it  wa«  hit 
daly  to  avail  himself  uf  thv  0rst  fair  opportunity  that  preaentw 
for  seeking  reco«cilintion,  without  deljasenient.  The  Democrat!) 
party  was  cerialiily  averse  to  war;  so  waa  the  Federal  partr^  fe 
war  cuubl  bw  iivoidwl  witlHiut  di>>l)onor. 

In  this  view  nf  the  Biihjt'nt, —  and  to  my  Tinderslanding  it  ii  i 
true  one, ' —  I  cannot  conceive  how  you  could  have  aroldcd  iuiti 
tuting  a  negotiation  on  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Murray's  letter :  nor  eat 
3  perccirc  on  what  ground  the  five  hcmla  of  departmental,  or  anj 
of  tlium,  would  have  given  their  advice  agiiiust  the  nwasuro,  hae 
t}iey  Ix-cn  coiiNnlLcd.  All  might  not  hnve  agreed  in  the  nomi- 
natJon  of  Mr.  Murniy,  but  I  am  convinced  there  would  have  hets 
■  majority  for  hit  ajipoinLment.     It  was  the  manoer  and  not  Uw 
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■HIk-r  of  tltnt  meiMiint.  Ilie  liuMiii;;;  tlH^iii  up  to  the  wortil  »«  piT- 
lonji  Id  whom  yoa  conid  not  contiiJe  in  a  thin^  that  michr  Irad  to 
}i9ace  with  France,  tlut  created  the  ilifi.wtijfactir>n  on  iht!  pan  of 
(he  heada  of  depArrm^nts,  and  the  oppoaition  —  if  ttiere  really  wa« 
oppodtiun  —  ihrou<;h  thuir  nieana. 

Xo  uty  ibcre  ww  tiot  great  disestisfactivn  would  b«  nncaudid. 
It  iru  noi  |M>wihle  there  »hoii)d  not  be,  if  the  huwln  of  d^jMirt- 
■aenb  po«s«66cd  the  feelings  of  men  ill  for  exalted  etatioiis.  I  ivh 
it  mywlf,  iliou^U  p«rhap»  having  ihu  ]va»i  rjght  of  any  to  feci  it, 
if  frnm  no  othrr  imu«e.  from  the  nhort  time  I  h»d  been  in  office, 
A^d.  my  liulu  uxpcrituice  as  a  ntutcsmau ;  and  I  deliljcrated  Heri- 
unaJj-  with  niyK«If  whether  il  did  not  Iwoomo  me  at  ouce  to  reni^ 
>ny  offloe.  Xot  resigning,  thore  vas,  ooconling  lo  my  own  notions 
*^f  Hjsht,  which  will  always  govern  my  own  couduct,  but  one  pro|i(.T 
QUdfj^  for  me  to  purtiue  :  lo  act  alivaya  as  if  the  mea«ure  of  a  aw 
iX^oiiatioD  with  France  had  lieun  taken  with  my  advice. 

Some  other  things  I  would  uotive.  but  1  fcHr  1  bai'e  olrendy 

6x1iAu«icd  your  paliencc.     I  mu»t,  howercr.  My  a  word  aa  to  the 

t»i<*vtiiig  at  Treuiou,  and  ilic  letter  from  the  live  beudu  of  (lL'[mrt- 

Utunu.     Of  (he  letter,  I  will  only  Ray  iJiut   I  hare  entirely  furgot- 

^UQ   it«  contenlft,  !f  it  fldt*iflod  a  re1in(|niithment  of  the  meiiKiire  of 

like  miwion,  or  any  thing  more  ihun  a  Hliort  FUKpensiou  of  it,  iti 

^^OAseqwDce  of  the   then   uncertain  atnte  of  Kmnce.     I  wi«ti  iho 

U'tt»r  had  been  published.     When  you  arrived  ai  Trenton,  tbo 

Q^uks  that  bR<l  protluced  the  letter  bnd  iu  kouio  degrvu  eulwideii, 

And  it  was  leM  proper  to  «iiApend  the  mission  ihnn  it  \uv\  nppi.*arf>d 

•<»  be  a  tew  weeks  before  ;  ami,  for  my  own  part,,  I  ilien  thought 

1'  >noM  proper  the  aiiflt^Jou  Bhuiild  prooeed.     If  I  did  not  say  oo  lo 

y^*y  it  wait  bucauAo  there  was  no  ocoution  for  it.     You  came  to 

^*«oti»ii  M-vmiugly  determined.    The  deportments  met  you  to  fna- 

"'Wthe  tii-triK-tiotia  lo  the  mini«terA,  hut  never  I  think  to  (ii scum 

'■he  pmprieiy  of  sending  nn  the  Tuiiisiiin ;  and  1  lielieve  you  have 

****^i  mUtnken  iu   ascribing  to  the  hea^U  of  dupartments  hingungo 

'^^  with  you  by  Geueral  Hamilton  and  others  at  Treuton.     I 

Pf^tend   not.   howerer,    to   know  the   Iimguago  hold  by  others. 

^   Itnow  such  Uuigiuge  was  not  held  by  we. 

Yours,  AiC  Bex.  Stqddkkt. 
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McIlEXRr   TO   FiCKERlMG. 

Neab  Baltimokk.  VAt.  SS, 

Dear  Sir, — Your  last  letter  is  doted  the  ISih  [uKtanu  t 
Ktani  jon  its  enclosure;  viz.,  Mr.  Stoddert't  leU«r  la  Mr.  Joho 
Adams,  dated  the  12th.  and  Mr.  Adainii's  answer,  dated  iJk!  3i>i1i 
October,  1803,  Willi  Mr.  Sioddurt'a  Lo  yoii.  datt-d  11  Febmiiiy, 
1811.  I  hope  you  trill  not  bo  divple^wed  at  my  baviug  takea 
copies  of  them. 

I  have  Ht  length  procured  Mr.  Adams's  priated  cun'fspondon<.'« 
with  rhe  wiitur  of  tbe  **  Boston  Patriot,"  in  vighle^u  IvUtrs. 
Frum  xhv  cursory  ntuding,  I  pere«lvt!  he  baa  fallnn  into  mauy 
errurs,  somv  impurtant  forgetful u«6S,  and  not  a  f«w  atrikiug  inl»< 
reprc-»enlAtionfi,  to  sny  nothing  of  hia  coarae  and  aumanly  aboM 
of  A  deceased  etaLt-snian. 

How  ni»ijy  recoil  rations  have  theiw!  puerile  lettura  awakened! 
Still,  in  his  own  opinion,  the  gn^ateat  man  nf  tbe  a^,  I  see  be 
will  carry  with  him  to  tho  grave  his  Tauity,  his  weaknesses  and  foN 
liefi,  spedniena  of  which  we  have  so  often  witnessed,  and  alwajs 
eiidfavored  lo  veil  from  the  public 

In  letter  Xo,  10,  Mr.  Adams,  speaking  of  the  «eoond  aboniv« 
misaion  to  Franop.  ohscnfRs :  "I  mentioned  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr. 
Uerry  to  tbu  ht-mlt)  of  tlepartuivat^,  and  mauf  leading  mi>n  tn 
both  houses.  I'hvy  all  [tief^rred  Mr.  Dana.  But  it  waa  evident 
enough  to  tne  tlinl  neither  Dana  nor  Gerry  waa  their  man.  Dana 
vu  appoint^,  and  refused.  I  then  calli^  the  headi  oC  deparu 
iDcnts  logethiT,  and  proposed  Mr.  Gerry.  All  five  were  unaiii> 
mnusly  aptiust  hlin.  Such  invoterale  pn-jiidife  shocrktid  me.  I 
said  iiutliing,  but  I  was  determined  1  would  uoL  be  the  slave 
of  it." 

'I'his  statement  wants  correctness.  Mr.  Sloildert,  In  bis  letter 
to  Mr.  Adams  (alnvfl  mentioned),  denies  ihn  poMiltility  of  hia 
being  pre.^enl,  as  his  appointTnt^nt  of  Sctfreiary  of  lh«^  Navy  did 
not  tahii  place  till  aimiu  timn  after.  1  well  rememlicrr  tlie  meeting, 
for  I  have  often  thought  of  it  sliico.  It  wb«  composed  of  Mr. 
Wolcott,  yonr^U,  Mr.  Lctf,  and  myself.  Mr.  Adams,  in  a  familiar 
way.  suid,  "  Gentlemen,  what  think  you  of  Mr.  Grerr)'  for  tho  mis — ' 
sion?"  None  of  tlie  geniletiiPii  offering  to  apeak,  I  oh>terred:  "O, 
bare  served  in  tbe  old  Congress  witli  Mr.  Gerry.     If,  sir,  it 
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a  ile«ir«hl«>  ihin^e:  m  ilUtrnct  the  miition,  n  fitl«T  perwrn  mii1<]  nnl, 
IK-rLnf'K.  bn  fnniid.  It  U  ten  to  one  n^nuut  bis  agreeing  with  hif 
drtlltas^fn."  Mr.  Wolwilt  tniuli-j  Homo  rumork.  Mr.  Lt*  and  you 
were  lileoL  Mr.  A<liitn»  re]iliLHl:  "  Mr.  (ii-rry  wax  an  lumc-^t  aiiit 
Hrra  aiiu).  on  whom  Frt^iioh  art«  coald  have  no  c ff<f>:C.  1 1«  had 
known  him  lon^.  and  knew  him  woll."  Xothing  mor«  wns  aatd 
on  the  snhjecl,  hnt  I  snnn  iHwoviTerl  ihni  to  conrrovprl  hifl  wishes 
nut  next  to  incurring  h'ln  enmity.  Mr.  Gerry  wnn  npi^Hiinted  wiUi 
Mr.  Marshall  and  Goncral  C.'haric!*  Cotojiworth  Pinrkiu-y. 

•Iiistly  olTeuHtjil  at  the  truatineni  tht^sH  gt>nlk'iuL'u  mut  with  in 
Frnni'*',  it  fln-w  from  him  hi"!  cettfUruteil  ilccLimlton  lo  Conffrea* 
(-'1  June,  173**),  "I  will  never  send  another  minister  to  France, 
"ithoni  awuraiices  that  be  will  be  receiveil,  re^pwted.  and  honored 
u  the  re|>re«enUtive  of  a  gre«t,  free,  powerful,  and  u]cIo])«;udent 

I  shall  not  pretend  to  pvuetrate  into  all  the  motive  that  weighed 

*lth  Mr.  Adams,  to  retire  from  the  gronnd  of  tliiti  dcclanktion,  and 

*<^d  a  third  raiasion  to  France.     He  8cknowledve«  he  concealed 

^  intention  from  (he  lieadn  of  dtrpurtmfintA,  and  fti^iiftes  that  he 

*»»  equally  rarcful  not  to  hiiniBt  it  with  any  memher  (meaning 

fi^deral  members)  of  either  hraudi  of  Con^p^ss.     "  I  kmtw  (Letter 

^(•)  if  I  callwl  (he  beads  of  departmenU  (o|^^lher,  luid  asked  their 

••ivige.  ihrte  of  them   (meaning  yoa,  Mr.  WoI«^t^  ntid  myself) 

""mid  very  laconically  protest  ngaiuit  the  meaonre :  the  other  two 

*Ould  more  modestly  and  mildly  onneor  with  tbem."     The  (■oniie« 

^oetice,  ha  adds,  would  be  that  the  tiling  would  be  Inxinntly  enm- 

l^tinicatMl  to  members  of  Cungres*.  »nil  a  clamor  rrused  against  it 

*n   the  iiPWApapen^,  all  which   would  probably  have  excited  the 

*Wi(ite  to  jnit  iJieir  negative  on  the  nieasiire. 

SiK-h  are  .^fr.  Adamn'*  renKniH  for  not  nutking  contulanln,  on  (his 
"^tasioii,  nf  the  heaik  of  departments.  Hni'ing  treated  ns  in  this 
■*DOuat  u  well  ae  he  did  hiB  h«*t  friends  in  CongresB,  ought  we 
*"^  to  thank  him.  and  be  satisfied  ? 

^'iiJi  respect  to  the  mission  it«elf.  he  rests  its  propriety  on 
'*y«i  written  by  Mr.  Barlow  and  Mr.  Codiuan,  and  twenty  others, 
*^to«e  names  I  have  forgotten  ;  and  on  Piehon'n.  traniimitted  by 
w>31iDTay,  ouaxing  and  wlinedliiig  for  nnorher  experiment,  — all 
*"  ■hkh  found  their  way  to  the  I're»idfiit,  who  did  imt  or  wuuld 
■"^  perceire  tliut  the  object  of  the  French  govenimc-ni  in  this 
""^ioer)'  was  to  obtain  imteud  of  hviug  obliged  to  Hcud  m  taiam- 
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ter,  wbifti  inmt  Iiuvh  taMvn  place  but  fnr  hi<t  ptrripitanfy  in  mtdi- 
iiig  tlie  Uttil.  'Hiut  lUvrti  was  au  iiDdennurvut  lu  tlib  business, 
ynu  are  not  nnappmed;  an  nnilorTttitnding,  I  ia«an.  with  others, 
if  ucit  with  tbe  FederRl  members  of  Congress.  I  sbntl  Ui<M-t>fi>re 
ouly  ob(<(Tve  lliat  Mr.  A(1:iiiim  fiimi*IiR«  pcwitive  pmttf  tiuit  hv  Aid 
mil  put  c(Ki(i<ii*iiCf  in  ilnwu  Icttvrs  np  any  nf  tbcm. 

Th«  prucif  I  alludu  tu  will  Iw  fouiitl  iu  Iua  two  misBa^!;  to  tlie 
Senate.  Tiii-y  are,  otif.  tir>iiiiiiiitiiif;  Mr.  Murray,  dated  Feb.  8, 
178!!.  ib«  ol]t«r  joining  wiili  Mr.  Murray,  .ludjje  Rllnwortti.  and 
IVtrick  Henry,  dated  Vvb.  2*,  1799.  '•  li  the  Semue."  »By« 
tiie  first  meuoge.  "thall  edvBe  and  oonwnt  to  tliU  appointment, 
eSectaal  care  hIiaII  be  tiiken  in  Uih  iuglrnctlous  tliat  be  shall  BOt 
go  to  France  willioiit  dirrri  trmi  Htir^tiivtiitii  luniranm  from  tKt 
French  goeernment,  ai-niifyin^  ihiU,  he  fthiill  he  reoeix'ed  in  rliarnc* 
t«r,  sball  vujoy  tJiv  privijv^'s  iiituclied  to  his  character  hy  the  Uw 
of  nationti,  and  that  a  niini:4l44r  of  equal  rank,  title,  and  powen, 
dball  be  appoiDtod  to  (real  with  htm,  (o  di«cu#«  and  codelndi;  ail 
coutrovurBiejt  between  the  two  n-publieii  by  a  new  treaty."  "  It  is 
not  intended,"  My*  the  second  mp»«.ape,  **that-  th$  two  finroer 
jrentlrnifn  will  emliark  fnr  Kurnpe  until  they  <ihn]l  have  received 
TriMn  llm  executive  dirertoi'v  n^urauceH,  Mgnilled  by  tlieir  secre- 
tary of  foruign  n.-l.it!ons,  that  they  ahall  be  reoeirod  hi  char< 
actcr."  Ac. 

The  condition  here  annexed,  as  t  pmeqnisite  to  the  envi^ 
gyoig  tA  France,  bein);  of  th4>  Annte  unport  in  tlie  Jint  aa  in  tfa« 
Gecond  meiU)ap>.  it  cntinnt  tw  »aid  to  have  been  in.<terl4Kl  nt  tbs 
instance  of  the  hemU  of  departments,  or  any  Federal  member  of 
Congreu ;  for  Mr.  Adams  fsprcwdy  i«iy«  (Letter  XI.)  he  oonceal«d 
bia  imeotiun  to  seod  a  mJs^'ou  from  them  all.  On  bn  oirn  ahow 
in{j.  therefore,  be  coiitiilered  Uie  me^lniire.  at  tlie  moment  of  r«Goni> 
mi'iidin;:  it  to  the  Ki;nat«\  a^  reftting  ou  sand  and  of  dubiona  iaaue. 
Hail  he  th«Uj>ht  otherwise,  he  would  not  have  employed  his  pre* 
cautionary  proviso. 

In  letter  V.,  he  states  that  the  articles  of  instnicUon  for  ihia 
misnion  were  uimnimously  agreed  npoo,  to  his  int«ose  SBlinfactioa, 
and  ponmiittoil  to  the  Sircrelary  of  Stale,  who,  by  the  by,  bad 
framed  them  to  be  reduced  into  a  pnt|ier  form,  and  tnuismitted  to 
him  at  Qnincy,  ''  for  revisiou.  correction,  or  signature,  ai  tkcn 
nii)(hl  be  occasion  ;  "  but  that,  uutead  of  tbem.  h«  received  %  letlar 
signed  hy  all  five  of  the  heads  of  dcpartmuntfi,  earnestly  entreating 
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Um  lo  lospead  the  nusHlon :  thai,  upon  rt>ceipt  (boreof.  he  Instantly 
d«teniun«d  U)  go  "  to  Trwiton,  nK->?t  ihe  ^ollfinen  fHc«  to  fsce, 
(vufer  vitJi  them  tiooUy  on  the  )>ahjp<rt.  :ii)il  mnrinn*  tfacm,  or  lie 
Wiivinred  hr  them,  if  he  txxild."  AVhat  fullotrod  ihU  detcmiinii- 
ti™?  Jle  arrivMi  at  Tn'tiiAti.  ill  of  the  rcllow  feror.or  lomi-ihitig, 
u  he  lays.  vf(Ty  like  lu  whlrti  li«  hnil  caught  at  HartJonl.  "  III  as 
I  '"ti,  I  sout  for  tho  lipudx  of  <lt^[mrtm«Dt«.  Four  of  th«tn  ww« 
ihfw,  Tho  AllomeyOetieral  «-a«  gone  to  Vii^nia.  Mtnty  iU_v» 
^Kt*  emj>\oye.t\,  Romi'tiinBa  at  aiy  own  apartrnvati^,  and  Roniuiirm-^ 
<l  their  ofli««."  Everyliodjr  at  Trenton,  h«  continues,  Bw>m«(l  to 
WofopinJoQ  that  the  6nit  airiTats  from  England  would  bring  the 
Wttt  lliat  Loom  XVIIF.  visa  restored  lo  the  llii^ne  of  FrHn<«. 
^mvannw,  at  th<i  hftiid  nf  a  KinMLiau  army,  wtu*  to  hnve  marrlird 
from  Iwly  to  Paris,  on  one  sidp,  and  PiinM?  Charli's,  itimiich 
(•Bnntuiy  to  Parte,  on  lh«  oilier;  and  dvlactimentfi  ftx>m  both 
■naiuio  Havre,  lo  receive  tlie  king,  who  wui  to  be  broujiht  ovt^r 
^f  I  Brilish  fleetr  and  escorted  with  llying  ocilora  ut  VuDtaiUes.  I 
ttult)  •carc«lf  bdiev«  my  «en*«*i,  when  T  h^ard  *ui'h  reverie*.  Tet 
tile  Wads  of  depantnrntA  appeared  lo  l)eHeve  thnm,  and  nrge^l 
thi>ni  OS  decisive  arguments  for  suspending  the  embnrknlioti  of  our 
Witnw  till  the  spring.  In  vain  did  I  urge  tin?  iuiuieii>.e  distances 
IIk  Iwo  imperial  nnnie«  hn'1  to  march,  tho  great  nuinVr  of  towns 
udciiiea  in  the  route  of  Itoih.  in  potitioiu  chosen  with  grenl  Hkill, 
fortjfii^  with  exquiMte  art,  defended  by  nut  trains  of  heavy 
^^Maoe^  garriaoneil  by  numerous  trocips  of  soMiers,  perfectly 
■wipUiMKl  and  animate*)  with  all  the  ob«tinncy  and  ardor  of  the 
''cviiliitlonary  nplrit^  In  vain  did  I  allege  the  militiirv  maxim  wbirh 
*WuU  certainly  govern  both  Pritioe  Charles  and  Sutvarrow,  —  ihni 
i*.  r*ver  to  leave  a  fortified  city  in  tlie  rear  of  your  army  in 
pi^carion  of  your  enemy  :  that  the  sic^  nf  ono  town  would  ron- 
*"■>»  the  whole  Heosuu  ;  that  neither  the  KuMiians  nor  AURtriikns 
*f^  (irohtiibiy  provided  with  monars  and  heavy  eaniiooH  iipeoi- 
"T  for  M^ea,  Nothing  would  do:  Louis  XVIII.  muMt  bt-  upon 
"^  tlttoiie  of  Fnincu.     Well,  stippcwte  tie  it :  wliNit  haim  will  (here 

(in  imVinrking  onr  envoys  ?  They  will  rongnitnliilr  liis  .\!nj\'«lv  ; 
if  hi*  Mnjesty  cannot  receive  them  amler  tlieir  creik'niitiln  to 
""  Fmiicb  republic,  be  will  be  gJad  to  eee  them  in  hi»  kiugdom, 
■"1 4wmrw  ihoin  of  hla  royal  protcclinn  till  they  ean  write  home 
^  freili  oommiaaions,  and  kucIi  shall  bu  rt^ady  for  them  at  n  min- 

'"^■vaming.     In  vain  did  I  urge  the  entire  change  of  property 
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In  Fratiffe,  ami  llio  noflossity  the  prpspnr  possessors  were  no-ler  lai 
dffeml  tlitfitix*?^!^^  at  vvvry  sacrilice  amt  risk. 

To  this  deuiil,  this  TniQntcne«s  of  time,  place,  anil  iu-guiu«nt,  Mr. 
Stotlilfri  in  hi»  leiier  to  Mr.  Adanw  (above  i|unl<vl>  n>pH<^  Uwl 
not  ft  woni  of  all  tliU  pamteil  at  thuAi;  nievlin>rs  or  cirnfurcDi^^s  witli 
tliti  li('!i(ljj  of  (Icparlmcnts.  My  nM-olIiNTtion  Pnlirely  CiMncitles  wilh: 
Mr.  Stuijilvrt'ii.  ^'u  ilijscu^siuii  of  ttte  kinU  here  inentianeil  bap* 
jwnerj,  iior  wiw  the  qnestion  of  suspension  ever  touched  on  br  any 
head  of  n  depnrtment  or  by  Mr.  Adums  at  nny  of  our  inf^tiiii>*. 
T]ie  few  otHciitl  raeetingit  we  liud  ut  Trvuloii  wore  i-srIiiKi%-e]y  enii 
jilnyed  in  reTiMng  the  iiiittrii^lion«  whieh  had  been  a^7%>ecl  to  im 
Pliiludelpliia.  (>n  any  thing  rehiLive  to  tlie  qnention  of  ftaspeiiiion^ 
t\w  \wnth  uf  dv[>artmi'nt«  ob»ervt'd  a  prufuiind  silence.  We  liaJ 
Terpen fnlly  oFToned  our  opinion,  whioh  tf-rminated  nnr  dniv.  unil 
had  obtained,  as  1  conceived,  hia  fliinl  answer  in  u  ieiitT  vriltea 
after  hJH  re^^Ipt  of  ours,  dire<;tiiiga  rlmfl  of  the  iriDt niclivos,  id 
which  he  intimates  that  the  departure  of  the  envoys  woidd  Iio  tn»- 
pended  for  some  time.  Wliy  has  Mr.  Adams  omilteil  luiy  notiea 
of  this  fact?  And  why  hiu  he  not  favored  the  public  with  one 
pirn  kater  rccummending  ilie  >tD)^[>enHion  ?  Suruly,  thLi  was  m 
document  impurtout  to  hits  urgiuuenU  and  whieh  fairiioss  of  repie-i 
Bentation  r<^piired  to  Ite  pro<liii'^>d.  It  nnjjbt  In  exhibit  the  nwoonM 
that  opemied  on  thoiie  whip  Hi^ni'd  iu  and  must  be  ixiiitudered  bm 
Uw  best  interpreter  of  ihi-ir  Ibuit^bln.  As  inT«trticte<l  by  my  meoM 
ory.  it  wa4  very  tihort.  It  could  not  therefore  have  contained  liafl 
the  Lra«b  put  into  our  mouths  by  Mr.  Adams,  lie  also  &p|)eart  t  ^ 
ItAve  for<;»tl^n   that,  before  the  anppl^menlary  envoyit  twilefl  frut  1 

the  tTrited  .SialeA.  information  wuh  receivetl  of  a  new  revolution  i -, 

the  French  government.  This  we  had  expected;  and  thii  even-  1 
had  it  pleased  Mr.  A(Uim«  to  have  proiluced  our  joint  letter,  i 
would  have  been  seen,  bad  the  greate>tt  weight  in  onr  recoinmendvM 
tion.  W'M  it  jioHMble  for  tb«  moftt  c1i-:tr-Hij.rhtt^l  |H>liticiaJi  M| 
anticipate  thni  the  envoys  would  lie  received  and  respected  ma  tmai 
by  the  new  revolutionists?  i 

Throughont  Ibeiw  letters,  &[r.  Adams  affeclB  to  consider  a  Pre«J 
dent  of  the  United  Siatea  as  every  thmg  in  govemtneoi.  and  i^»i 
heads  of  departmental  lillle  more  than  mere  clerkn.  I  cannot  nufc* 
scribe  to  tliiN  hypothesis  Uo  nut  the  bends  of  department*,  lit£' 
him,  hold  a  ht^h  and  responsible  itCiktion  in  government?  In  ofle*^ 
mg  advice  lo  a  FriUiidtfut,  do  thuy  not  pei-(orm  au  incuiubeut  duty  ■ 
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"WTiit  mare  tliil  we  <ln?     Ivosa  we  ought  not  (o  have  flone.     Not, 

Itbe^L•fo^^  U)  uur  rv^ouimviiUjilJUUH  or  utivicc.  but  to  liis  own  way- 
wiu-il  <ljs[H3»i(ioii,  hi«  own  wavtriii^  wxl  chan^t^nble  pi^lky,  are  to 
bo  duff^  the  liumiliatioas  our  rountry  liM  ainre  t-xperipn*-"!,  ua<) 
the  roio  of  the  great  Federal  lemple  erecle'l  by  Washington. 
lUr.  AduiUA  lalkn  much  of  hU  ftyatem  of  policy  rrsin-ctuig  fon>ii^ 
DAiiuns.  liii  syHtcm  and  uiint  for  somu  yean  wt-ru  tbo  hnmo. 
Ours  wu  (iaucral  Watibiugiou's,  Wo  held  with  hiui  that  w« 
Oaght  nrvep  to  i|uit  oilP  own  lo  *fiiiil  ujton  Ton-igti  ^niiinil ;  un<l«'p 
no  jwfttPTt  to  weave  our  destiny  willi  that  of  any  European  power ; 
that  our  trufl  policy  waa  to  aroid  pormauent  a}iiimc<«  with  any 
pi^rtion  of  the  foreign  world;  to  tni«t  t4  temporary  ones  for  ex- 
traonlinary  emergencien,  and  to  siiitiible  military  cntAbliitlimcnts, 

»U)  eaablo  as  to  act  up  to  and  nvul  ourselves  of  our  maxima. 
Tline  of  the  f^entlemen  who  were  h>r!ada  of  deparlmentit  willi  Mr. 
-A.diunB  Trer«  aloo  hcoiU  of  departinents  with  (tenera)  WaflhinjrtAO. 
^Tiiw  gcritlemttn  twiild  nev«r  for  a  moment  depart  fmm  his 
■**atiiM;  thoy  were  the  itoul  of  their  sysioin ;  they  could  not  t*ar 
"icni  frota  their  heart*,  siid  retain  their  honor  and  integrity  ;  they 

toolj  tliem  (o  be  tbu  only  wuud  out*  for  their  couiUry,  iho  only 
'^■k*  proper  for  the  gutibini-e  of  our  foreign  affairs,  and  in  no  in- 
*■*«»(»  did  tJiey  ever  iidviBfl  or  ooimtenAnce  a  depnrtnre  from  tbcm. 
-^  «ul  back  OQ  fay  dcciiser  all  insinuations  to  the  contmry. 
^t  I  canuot  doM  this  let(LT4  notwithstanding  it  is  already  loii^rer  lluin 
"•  inteoJeil  when  I  aat  down  to  write,  without  adverting  to  hifl  entim 
•*> i««inoeptioii  of  the  nftti>4!  of  (ienerMl  Ilniiiilritn'n  Hppt.>nring  at 
♦"rt-nton,  who  lie  says  arrived  there  a  few  boiir?i  l»efore  liiiii,  and 
^^^  brought  there  to  iiersnado  him  to  comuermand  the  mtHHion.  I 
^^w.  be  aftsurMi,  no  reiiMi>n  or  ground  for  xuppuii^iiig  tliat  the  {.veD- 
^*^  waa  apprised  or  had  any  knowlefigp  of  the  President's  ap- 
t>»-xncli;  uid  I  know  the  busine*R  that  oecasioued  hU  coming  to 
[  *^»Vnton  waa  witJ»  my  flrpartmcnt.  If  ho  bad  any  other,  ]  arn 
***»ally  ignorant  of  it.  Being  in  Trenton,  it  was  prop«'r  he  slionld 
*lsil  Mr.  A'lanii?.  If  the  miitxion  became  a  mubject  of  their  con- 
'*ftatioij,  does  it  follow  that  it  wan  hi«  errnnd  Ui  xrgne  him  out 
^'  il?  This,  to  wiy  no  worse  of  It,  is  tniserable  logie.  Geaernl 
UBiniltoa  nerer  meutioned  to  me  wliat  passed  at  bin  nnit,  or 
*hiihfir  any  thing  waa  said  respecting  the  mission.  The  fact  is, 
teomaplete  hi^  iuitmctioiu  lo  General  Wilkinson,  who  was  to  b» 
^^ipoted  on  the  frontiers,  It  was  necessary  to  consult  my  d6[>art- 
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mt-nt.     For  this  piir)tnoe,  Geneml  Tliuniltun  htitl  my  pvmiiHioD  to 
come  to  Treiuoii,  »n(i  I  certninly  hntl  a  ripht  to  give  it. 

Mr.  AilaniB,  for  rensons  be»l  ktiuwn  to  hJnuelt  eodftaron  to  < 
repreRtfnl   Geiicrfil   IInmiUi>ii  as  &  nuiti  without  fiiir  pr^u^nuoas  to  i 
souiiil  juilj^fiitti  or  LiKrful  taltiiiUs  »  vi>i]oiinry  polilioian  cx>n8iinied  i 
bj  iudelicate  plwisuo^  urjd  a  (.■eiii*ural)l«  luubilioii.     Far  be  ii  from  I 
me  to  fttteinpl  to  pnlliate  pleaaurtoi,  the  iniliilgocice  in  wliich  Blr.  i 
Hamilton  binisclf  puhMcly  Inmenled.     Hm  Mr.  Adams  tli6  tnag-  < 
nnnimity  to   ac-kuowlt!il|;c  lus  esrly  nr  bin  Inter  failings?     Is  bo 
Biirc  thitt  bis  onii  jii<lgmeiit  and  gcnina  can  stand  a  com|karii>on 
with  Hiimiltuii'B,  or  will  luuvc  bchiud  tbem  to  poetvrity  as  nsefttl ' 
rfniiltw?     HVro!  thuir  renpective  litcmry  prod  action  ■  to  Iw  exam-' 
incd  In  the  court  of  criti«n.«[n,  which,  think  you,  would  obtain  tnoel 
buSrageii.  —  tliosc  wearisome  accounts  of  govemraeDls  auciout  and 
modura.  (hat  cold  collection  of  other  mou'a  tbooghts,  "  The  Oefwnce 
of  the  American  Cons titui  ions,"  or  those  well-sustained    |iapers 
iu    the  "  ]-'edBniliBt,"  known    to   be   written   by    Huiuilton  ?     In 
hik  diplomatic  lXlrr(^«J>OIldencc,  we  mtict  with  nothing  beyond  the  i 
reach  of  an  unliniiry  mhid,  and  vvilU  follies  into  which  an  ordinary  ' 
mind  would  never  full.     Can  an^ht  found  in  lhe«e  lell«r»  be  drawn  ;l 
into  on]ii|i«tiLi(jn  with  IliimLllon'A  reporiA  to  Conj^s*  on  Oie  mmts 
inipmrtH-itt  bnuu'biis  of  linniiCB  and  legislation. —  tboae  prewuend 
nieasTirex,  wilhoiil  a  xin^Ie  exception,  such  a»  an  enb^htened  peopled 
should  hare  clung  to  niid  perpetuated?     Ai  to  their  mbids  ab— • 
stractedly  ccn Kidered,  Ilaniiiton's  wim  profouud,  penetratuig.  »o3 
invtirinhly  sound,  and  his  genius  of  Lh.ic  rare  kind  nhicb  enlij^t-^ 
ens  tilt!  judgment  witlmut  tiuKleading  it ;  tliu  miud  of  Mr.  Adoin^ 
like  the  laot  glimmering  of  a  lump,  feeble,  wavering,  and  aostead^ 
with  ixvu^ioually  a  strong  flash  of  light,  his  genius  little,  and 
little  iiiMifflcicut  lo  irradLaie  his  judgment. 

Tbia   It-tier   b;tit  grown   to   t^^u  great  a  length.     I  bare  more  i 
say,  but  it  would  lie  ttrefiomit  lo  extend  it  further.     It  might  alaa 
be   useleM,  tl>r  in   a   few   passing  years  tiie  eighteen   letlert 
perhn|i«  be  neither  read  nor  remembered. 

I  am.  dear  sir.  now  and  always, 

Your  sincere  and  affectionate  friend,       Jamc9  McHi 


The  mischief  of  Mr.  Aclnmn's  treatment  of  liis  secreuH' 
seems  to  have  impresaed  Mr.  Cabot  much  more  strotiglj 
thAa  it  did  the  other  party  kadera.     Colonel  I'ickoring,  fof 
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example,  regarded  it  apparently  as  a  mere  wanton  insult ; 
and  he  dwelt  upon  it  as  a  circumstance  which  relieved  him 
from  all  responsibility,  and  ought  therefore,  in  justice  to 
himself,  to  be  generally  known.  Mr.  Cabot,  on  the  other 
hand,  saw  clearly  that  by  it  the  safety,  indeed  tlie  very 
Bxistence,  of  the  party  was  menaced,  and  that  the  evils 
necessarily  resulting  from  such  difficulties  would  be  thereby 
increased  tenfold. 

Indeed,  so  great  was  the  importance  which  he  attached 
to  this  breach  between  the  President  and  the  secretaries, 
that,  after  the  first  access  of  disappointment  on  hearing  of 
Murray's  nomination,  it  excluded  even  the  fears  awakened 
hy  the  sudden  reversal  of  hia  own  most  cherished  poUcy. 
In  a  letter  to  Colonel  Pickering,  Mr.  Cabot  says :  — 

**  I  feel  more  appreheosion  of  mischiefs  which  are  yet  to  arise 
from  the  same  cause  that  produced  the  nomiaation  of  Mr.  Murray 
^ha.n  from  the  nomination  itself.  I  perceive  that  a  dangerous  divi- 
sion of  the  Hupporters  of  the  government  may  take  place,"  &c.  * 

Again  he  says,  in  the  same  letter :  — 

"  There  seema  to  be  do  ground  for  expecting  consistency  in  our 
^^ministration,  while  the  false  and  dangerous  dogma  is  maintained 
that  the  President  is  to  decide  upon  great  national  measures  with- 
*^ut  first  availing  himself  of  the  fullest  information  aa<l  judgment 
^f  others.  No  man  could  be  safely  trusted  that  aliould  practise 
^pon  this  vain  idea.  The  gi-eatest  men  and  the  best  governments 
bave  been  those  who  have  known  how  to  profit  most  by  the  talents 
of  others."' 

In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Gore,  he  observes :  — 

"  A  just  sentiment  of  personal  dignity  and  official  independence 
'Would  be  satialied  to  act  rightly,  after  having  heard  all  that  could 
be  sud  by  those  it  might  consult.  The  truest  greatnci«s  is  that 
^Viich  knows  best  how  to  avail  itself  of  the  best  talents  of  others, 
^t  ii  Bufficient  that  a  man  is  superior  to  menace  or  entreaty,  and 
'^  after  hearing  his  counsellors  he  should  feel  superior  to  personal 
^nence,  but  never  to  the  authority  of  reason  and  truth."  ' 

1  See  p.  228.  ■  See  p.  227.  'See  p.  231. 
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From  tliMft  oxtracU,  it  is  eviilftnt  that  the  event  inoet 
dreaded  by  Mr.  Cabot  was  a  division  in  the  jKirty  so  in 
curablo  that  it  could  leud  only  lu  doistruotioii.  From  tlib 
feeling,  he  suppressed  a  series  of  ptipei-s  which -he  hnd  pm 
pared  for  pulilication,  because  ho  f»>ared  that  the  atricturcj 
on  thi?  Ftfiich  p(diry  reflected  on  the  Prescient.  He  aiai 
urg<>d  upon  his  frietidtf  tlie  adoption  of  a  similar  course. 

In  a  k'tter  to  Colonel  Pickering,  he  isays:  — 

"I  h;»ve  alwny*  olijt^rtt'fl  to  those  newsps|M>r  cIi»cii»<iion«  wliicl 
must  iiwussarily  implicaifi  iht*  I*ro«i*Ienc,  and  I  think  mme  hiioiili 
atioii  ouglil  to  Im-  8nbmitte<i  to  rather  Ihnn  depart  from  this  mIu 
tary  ri>i*p<'Ct ;  but  I  fear  thu  niislakuii  zeal  of  personal  frieiid«  wil 
finally  <itaw  oiil-  those  who  Uiiiik  ihey  act  upou  the  broadesL  ^in 
ciplea  of  the  pulih'c  goad."  ^ 

Mr.  Cabot  appreciated  the  '*  dictatorial "  temper  of  th< 
Fodcraliftts,  he  perceived  liowdangeroua  the  "  rivalry  "  amon} 
the  leaders  was,  and  he  therefore  strove  to  assua^  aa  far  a 
he  could  the  violence  of  the  feelinga  which  had  been  gen 
eimtod.  Krora  Huch  motives  as  well  iis  on  general  principles 
h«  strt-niioiiHty  opposerl  Cnlnnel  l*ickennt»'a  theory,  that  tht 
Senate  ought  t-o  interfere  with  a  nomination  because  tt  wa 
the  precursor  of  a  policy  they  disliked.  On  the  other  side 
Jlr.  Cabot  feared  the  influence  of  Mr.  Adams's  harsh  speeches 
directed  ngain«t  all  who  differed  from  him  in  opinion;  aii- 
he  esppciiilly  dreaded  tlie  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Adams- 
personal  partisans.  He  believed,  and  rightly,  that  tfca 
truest  and  best  supporters  of  the  President  were  to  t 
found  now,  as  foiineilv,  among  those  men  who  were  tf 
the  moment  op|x>sed  to  the  Freiieli  miatiion.  In  short,  AC 
Cabot,  bittei-Iy  as  lie  disliked  the  new  F'rencll  policy,  wislitS 
to  heal  the  wounds  that  had  been  inllictod,  nnd  to  hold  tl. 
party  together,  even  at  the  expense  of  personal  .sacrifice^ 
He  8a«'  iu  the  Fedenillsts  the  best  and  wisest  defenders  * 
order  and  goo<l  government,  and  esteemed  their  puliticM 
ascendancy  too  highly  to  bo  willing  to  risk  its  eontinuaaO 
through  a  diffcreuce  of  opinion  on  any  single  poiut. 
1  S«e  p.  226. 
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Sut'li  n  hope  was  vain  from  the  c'Iiantct«rs  of  the  pniii:i|ial 

men  fn^i^inl  in  tlie  ronte^t.     To  Hamilton  has  usually  hoon 

attnlitiUjd   tlie  deiully  hostility  which  finally    ruined    Mr. 

AtJauis  and  thi;  party :  but  lliituilloa  camu  upou  the  K-ciie 

on  1  vat  the  last  moment.     A  much  more  recklesei  enemy 

than  Hamilton  had  flln>aily  made   Ihe  titi^ic  tl/noaeincut 

iiio\icuhle.     Colonel  I'ickerlng  wjis  at   tirst,  and  for  kuuih 

time  continocd  to  be,  the  real  lender  in  the  oiipositioii  to  the 

^re«denL     Bold,  ambitious,  determined,  Colonel  PiekuTitig 

"Ad.  couie    to    bflievc    hiuiMrlf   mooter  of    the   party  and 

^f     the  admin  in  tmiion.     lie   awoke  suddenly  to  the  ccn- 

'^(^iousn««6  of  defeat  and  liumiliiition.  and  from  that  moment 

■lia    one  thought  was  to  destroy  thu  l*n-«idcut.     ily  hij^hly 

al»usiTe  letters   »CAtt«red   broadcast  through   the  land,  he 

^^'Kicavorod   to   inflame   all    the   leading   Foderalists   with 

the  same  perHonal  re.sentment  towaixl  tlm    PreKideiit  that 

*»»  himaell  felt.     Unluckily,  he  found  ready  listeners;  and, 

**tiil  more  unluckily^  Mr.  Adamti  gi-eatly  assisLi'd  the  beimr- 

oleiit  objwrs  of  his  »e<Tetarj'.     Colonel  Pickerinfj's  utljicks 

^veiH)  aoon  brought  to  the  President's  cars,  aud  lie  rfetoited 

*^y  fttreepiug  condemnations  of  all  who  op|>08eJ  htm.    Both 

^flonel  Pickering  and  Mr.  Adams  wei-e,  like  most  of  tlie  Xevr 

Kuylaiid  KcileniliHta,  given  over  to  the  belii-f  thai  all  who 

(Jifiered  from  them  in  opinion  were  little  leas  than  criminulB 

And  trnitoi-a.     There  vtan  a  healthy  Puritan  Mpirit  nl>oiit  mwU 

a  condition  of   mind,  but  it  did  not  conduce  to  the  pacilicu- 

ttun  of  party  di8»eiimoas;  and,  with  two  such  cumbHtaiita 

f^'-:Utiiig,  it  tH'came  diiTicult  to  maintain  general  liarninny. 

^I"-n  whom  ('oloncl  Pickering's  own  appeals  could  not  rouse 

Wfcte  ntimg  hy  the  acetuiations  of  bt-ing  a  "  British  faction." 

Tber*  -was  nothing.  Mr  CalM>t   more   dreaded   tlian   the 

'^Wvid  of  this  old  and  bitter  cry ;    for  it  waa  ono  which 

*rou»^  the  wor»t  pasHions  on  all  sideii,  and  shut  the  door 

^  ymtn.     Thofie  upturn  whom  Mr.  Adamu  W}U4  onid  to  fix 

^lie  name  were  men  who  had  fought  through  the  Revolu- 

'iQn.  oud  who  hud  drugged  the  country  out  of  the  sloughs 
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of  tlie  Confederacy.  It  liad  beon  applteil  to  the  8SK 
men  yeiirs  before,  by  Mr.  Jefferson ;  and  the  penoi 
then  nttackcd  had  keenly  felt  all  the  bitter  injuiitice  * 
the  chargt>.  Loooe  accusationn  of  treaHt^n  dn  iDimt^Htiurab 
haiTU.  and  no  good:  tliey  lower  party  wai-fai-e  to  a  ruei 
in  ten:  Ituii  )!,'<:•  of  ttbusu  ;  and  in  this  case,  as  in  a!  1  others,  the 
were  proiiuctivc  of  the  gretitest  disasters.  Mr.  Cabot  ctearl 
foresaw  the  evilrt  of  such  vennmoua  attacks,  which  he  attril 
oted  to  Gerry  aiid  to  the  little  knot  of  men  of  simih 
capacity,  who  were  at  that  moment  the  President's  mo 
noisy  and  violent  supporters.  Thus  it  hap|K-ned  tliat  evei 
one  athletl  fuel  to  tlie  already  hot  (ire,  atid  in  rousing  li 
bitteivst  animosities  Colonel  Pickering  proved  only  t< 
Muccestifid.  Thojte  whom  he  ooiitd  not  peit^onnllv  induem 
were  affected  by  the  retoi'ts  which  hia  assaults  drew  froi 
the  Prettident. 

Thus,  with  matters  p-owinp  steadily  worse  for  the  Fe( 
emlists,  the  spring  and  sumnier  of  17(H>  passed  away.  Th 
war  party  put  every  engine  in  motion  to  inllucnce  an 
restrain  the  President.  Through  every  channel,  they  sou^ 
to  dissuade  him  from  Ins  proji^et  ;  but  chey  merely  excite 
Btili  further  a  natiimlly  jealous  temperament,  and  effeete 
nothing.  No  one  of  them  apparently  perceived  that  tb 
policy  was  too  obviously  wise  to  he  abandoned,  and  that  L 
attempts  to  block  prueeediiigs  eimply  made  a  bnd  busincM 
worse.^  A  temporary  suspension  of  the  misaton  gave 
gleam  of  hope  that  they  might  succeed,  but  at  the  la. 
moment  ilie  President  despatched  the  envoys  without 
word  to  any  one.  It  was  Imt  a  wpetition  al  the  old  stOT 
Mr.  Adams,  confident  that  he  was  nght,  persisttnl  in  la 
policy  ;  aud  we  must  mhuiro  his  cuustaucy,  jud<;meDt,  as 

'  Mt'IlenTT'  and  Stoilr!«Tl  both  clslm  that,  nfl«r  tlie  policy  «■■  iltdd* 
the  only  vtlsli  of  llie  t-tibiiii-I  was  la  BuaiK-nrt  lite  niiuinu.  'l1tU  prvrM  0^ 
llirn*  wiiji  not  ttiAt  urEnnixnl,  ntiSU-d  n-ai.iijtiicr  in  ili«^  onbiiift  al  TrviiB 
wliivti  Mr.  Adams  iiiiuj^invd  lip  pvn.-«i*(!*) ;  but  I  hvi  contiiin-it  iliat  Ki-fe' 
ing.  al  Wa*S,  ilii!  iml  until  thv  Inut  inoinrnt  abnii<lnri  hiit  <-l1i>n>  to  ' 
defoni  ihr  t]e»pftidi  of  thu  commiMion,  and  ihat  he  slao  beKcved 
nuiti>r  of  the  wlicili>  vablneu 
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patriotism.     But  \w  did  the  nght  thing  in  Buch  &  wrong 

war,  he  tliAplayed  so  little  addrewi,  bo  little  regard  for  the 

feelings  or  opiuions  of  others,  that  he  alieiiiited  nil   and 

<^oiKiliated  none.     On   the  other  side  woe  I'ickering  nig- 

i>ig  at  the  Pn^sideiit,  and  dctt^munod  to  c.riiBh  hJni  at  all 

biisaida.     One  leader  after  another  was  dravm   into  the 

fijEfht ;   and    tiie    Federalist    party    entered  upon    the    new 

*^c»TiEury    with    a    Pwisidontial   olt^etion    bofon*   tht^m,  and 

^tatncted  by  the  deepest  and  bitterest  animoeitieg.     The 

l»«-«jsjw<a  was  not  cheering,  nor  were  its  ainiater  auguries 

'^^slied  in  the  events  which   followed. 


FicKKKi.vG  TO  Cabot. 

(Priaiu.) 

pHiUDiti.riiiA,  Ytb.  4,  171K), 

DiJLR  Sib,  —  I  envIo«  yoo  two  pwniihleu :  oii«,  of  Mr.  Gcrrj-'s 

*o»mnuiiicaf.H>ti,  lo  wMch  Skipwtth'n  art"  •nTwxed ;  rhe  other  my 

''^pori  U[>uD  them,  in  wtitrh  I  ww  uatumlly  led  to  bhug  inlo  view 

*^*^»ie  tbiiigii  before  made  public 

I  wan  mortUitMl  that  somn  rcauu-ke  on   Garry's  conduti  and 

^r*inion3  were  exclmk-d :  ywu  will  be  al  110  lo«s  to  aovouiit  fur  lliis 

:cliuioD.     The  enclosed  jMiper  will  sliow  yrrn  how  the  rcjwrt 

'tood  when  it  went  from  my  luitida.     1  was  mil  aolirtUrtiM,  how- 

*v«r,  for  rvtaining  aDV  other  paMafjm  than  tlio^e  oot*;))  ns  I.,  K., 

^■id  M.,  on  pAgtM  15,  17.  and  19.     I  proposed  a  subatUuto  for 

**  5.   BrmoBO,  ftc,"  to  this  effect :  "  o.  Because  Mr.  Gvrrj  has 

^X|irrw»ed  liiit  0[>inton   'that  b<^foro  the  arrival  of  the  deapatchog 

^f   the  MiToyH  the  niiiuHttir  a|>[H'arod  lu  hiiu  sluccre.  aud  anxioui 

^<^  obtain  a  reooticilintion,'  —  mi  opiiiiuti  which  a  candid  exatui- 

*>aiioii  of   tho«  deH[)i>li;lii-s  »ihI  of   hiH  own  correnpondence,  will 

^liuw  to  be  erroDeoiiit ;"  bat  1  could  not  prevail.     It  was  this  aa- 

fouudnd  bui  dangerous  opinloD  which  first  induced  me  to  ihialt  of 

nialciiig  a  reporL     I  more  ihnn  ever  regret  the  extiusiont,  sinoe 

V'lM  inform  meuf  the  "i.-hillin;;  fogaof  GerryUtii."     Hut,  now  that 

liit  silly  bnd^t  in  before  the  public,  he  is  fair  ^anie  for  the  a^ 

tack  of  every  man  of  <liaoorumsut  who  feela  hia  eourUry  dinbuaored 

k;  ihe  folly  and  per^enwoesa  of  that  "  makc-weigliu" 

Eidier  you  or  Mr.  Hlggiiison  have  written  me  a  few  week* 

•iftcu  about  the  FrMldeat'i  speech,  iu  thai  put  whiuh  relatva  to 
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Uie  stiiiding  another  amlHUsador  to  France,  We  irere  anxious  that 
it  should  huv«  a  iliSvretit  ionii ;  tue  wished  i[  lo  bo  peromptonr. 
not  tv  send  amiiher  ;  a»il  wti  aru  uiiauiuiuu»ly  of  that  ojiiiiion. 
but  — .  Mf  uii[y  hujif  tiow  )k  ihut  dexfjut-B  will  haY«  too  much 
jiridu  tu  jfive  a  direct  atui  officiial  uiwiirnnce  that  a  mtiiiBtor  sliall  be 
rec'vivtd,  Ac.  i  aud  oii  tbu  comliticiUB  explicitly  mwilioned  whteli 
a  negotiation  must  cnihraoc,  but  whiih  Ihoy  will  hare  no  rh'Hire  to 
cotiCL-(l«.  But,  thrhie  fdloWN  are  s-n  debased  by  gains,  I  am  not 
very  sajiguiut)  that  they  vtiH  tint  Hlinip  to  any  tucasuro  which  tuay 
aiiltiorixe  the  i-xiwi-fiatimi  of  ttrifoliating,  xa  orJur  to  previ'iit  our 
placing  nuraelvea  in  a  more  warlike  ntcitude.  We  »Iiall  Dot  be  ufe 
uuiil  we  assnme  that  pcwture.  A  treaty,  if  considered  on  terms 
ptrfetftly  a^rtrablo  to  us,  wonld  not  give  us  iccurity, — ■  uay.  the 
more  iialiofaeiorj  Lu  us.  the  aaort;  likely  to  be  brokeu  by  the  "  Great 
Nation,"  wlii>H«  ^'nveniitiuiil  woiiM  eiuily  lind  »  pretext.  lu  the 
sutnmer  of  )7:i7,  the  PortDgUMe  niiiiisttT  Imt)  paid  his  money  and 
cviK'luded  a  treaty,  wbicti  was  drawn  out  rtadj/fitr  lijfitaturt;  but 
the  next  morning  tho  Directory  rwjuircd  new  condition*,  and  bo- 
ciitite  D'Aruiijo  nfui^ed  to  comply. he  wuftonlered  to  leave  France. 
Ill:  wait  to  thtr  llii^iic,  and  rt-liUi-il  the  fad  to  Mr.  Murray. 

1  mu*i  iRiy  jiiu  lo  makf^  my  ajmloy  to  Mr,  {Ii>;^iibi)n — attd- 
one  is  duo  to  yuu  also  —  iur  buveral  letters  nliiuh  reuuuu  ouauo- 
«nered.     I  really  want  tJiue- 

Believe  me  very  sincerely  youi-s,         T.  Pickkkiko^ 


Cabot  to  Pick  eking. 
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BanocLiVK,  Feb.  14,  H 
Mt  dkar  Srit,  —  Your  favor  of  the  4th  wft«  handt-d  me  U»t3 
evening,  aiid  tliuugli  ihe  panipliUu  do  not  ai^^ompany  it,  yet  thlM 
wni*  the  less  to  be  i'egr<.-t[tMl,  lK'cauf««  I  have  read  over  a|;aiii  aadB 
ag;iin  and  a^ain  ihe  exrolleiit  repoit  of  ibe  .Secretary  of  State  hum 
French  ailuire,  winch  you  were  so  kind  as  to  eiidove  to  me  od  the** 
day  of  its  publieation. 

1  had  BUflpe^ted  that  the  *'  Lover  of  Truth  "  would  be  reatrninpd^ 
from  telling  all  hi;  kiicw,  utid  fi*uiu  eseitiij;^  ult  our  ju»t  M^ntimcJila" 
by  freely  en^ireHitiEi};  bin  owu.  I  think,  Imwever,  hi>i  ta^k  ha.-.  Ih-pd 
well  [lerformed.  and  that  he  lia«  etfectually  dispelled  the  fo{;s  which- 
chilled  the  upper  part  of  our  atmosphere.  I  tbliik  it  ini)NiHibl«*- 
for  any  man  of  common  sense  to  avoid  aecing  that  Gerry  is  Io<p- 
great  a  fool  to  have  he«D  euij)loyed  by  a  wiae  govemmeni  iu  » 
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ludBMIDf  so  much  coiisctjucnce.     Moderate  men  tw\  \hvinwW«s 

<Diii[i«IIed  to  admit  thai  he  caiinot  he  »ti[ttittod  of  crtiniiiiLlity  hat 

ai  the  entire  expi-iiHu  of  his  uiiilt?n<iari<liii^.     BuU  nltht)u<;;h  public 

optnioii  cannot  be  luiiilv*)  (xiii<x-riiin<;  liis  RKririijt,  it  U  fpurrcl  that 

WtiKimliict  hfLt  ali'enily  proihi*TP<i  fttiritinl  miwhief.     It  is  appre- 

lnTiilrti  thai  iho*e  who  hiive  had  lo-i  wrong  n  (h-nirc  to  viadituite 

Mr.  Gary  have  iiecettsarily  adoptcil  his  jiK-<jnsi»tt;iic)-.     How  are 

*«  to  niiJenttand  tlie  practicability  of  a  safe,  padfic  syatem  of  tn- 

'^rcDtmi!  with   tboee  wbasu  ubjvi.t  L^  uiiin^raij  duiuitiutiuii.  and 

*'"we  ineaun  »re  Jraud mhI  prrjittti/ m  wvll  m»  font-?     The  spirit 

'^r  uur  {>(janrTy  wiu  once  to  depretf^inl  that  even*  thinr;  won  to  l>o 

h^nrvMl,  hul  the  tnin«action8  of  the  loHt  year  luul  lighted  up  a  hope> 

'"I  lire  vhich  prnralscd  a  pcronnlal  and  Wutary  wiirtnth.     From 

''*  cuinitifiircnient  of  our  prL-^trnt  scmioii  of  (^ungrcHs,  thu  aniur 

**^  Oat  t'ilijEetis  han  bueu  •btD|)eti  to  n  degrw  that  threatened  (he 

'**»ini  of  our  former  dnngert.     I  liope  w«  are  Again  recovering, 

"t   liie  pro})er  tempe-r  of  the  nation  cannot  be  revivt.*d  without 

^'W  aijd  oiteii  outrage*  on  ihft  part  of  Fi-anco,      So  daujieruiiH  i»  it 

^  c]tL-ck  thp  spirit  of  a  j«(*t  iiHhjriiatioTi,  which  Wiis  given  to  man 

^ard  him  aguiir»t  the  iuiK.>lenee  and  tyranny  of  his  fellows.     I 

^%v«t  thii  falling  off  the  more,  lw>cauKe  it  will  atnk  our  reputation 

^*'n(u];  and  roputaiion  is  power.     The  Mule^men  of  Knrupo  will 

^''^J  luwlt  a  little  of  tlie  pr»isH  llit-y  have  lalely  given   ua:  they 

^'i|  my  we  are  P'till  ihipei]  hy  llie  French.     Tim  is  the  more  cniel, 

^*  it  will  be  applied  wlieru  it  U  undest^rvi^.     I  think  ynii  ouglit 

Iiave  uprve»  of  irou;  and  I  Ik'N^'Vl-  you  huvo,  or  yuu  would  ho 

*'»aii»p«|  Co  death  wltli   the   lalxira  anil  laTplexilieH  of  jour  ulliiw, 

'^if'h  are  crertied  by  rfrtwiMffV  c«pi"ire  as  welt  an  foreign  intrij^e 

^*X    iuju»tice.     Mr.  Uiji^fpusoD,  Jud;^  Dana,'  and  I  were  lately 

|^**>  Ver*in|[  on  these  topicti.  and  we  ajfreed  that  you  miwl  lio  forti- 

^      ^^  agaiiuit  every  event,  and  liy  nil  uieuii»  Ihs  intlured  to  perseveri) 

^*    ^ell  to  prrjWl  your  tmn  (iinie  m-  to  wive  the  eounlry. 

Toun  tiuUilully  and  atfcctioiiately,  Gkohuk  Cabot. 

You  make  an  ncttnowlett^ment  of  tome  Apiatohiry  ohli^tlon, 
""ich  I  ngtH't,  and  oiien  for  all  uhw»IvB  you  fruin  any  daitna  I 
****J"  hn\'e  had.  or  shiill  have,  except  only  where  I  fTprww/y  make 
^»»!ti^  or  where  you  suppuae  I  can  render  you  service. 

^  Praocb  liana.  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  afterwan]>  chief  Jua- 
'  o(  MaaMchuM-Ht*. 
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Cabot  to  PicsBRnro. 


RHOOKLrKK,  Fob.  15,  ITSO. 

Ht  DSAR  Sra,  — nn<]oubt<xll)r  yon  have  road  the  spoecb  utA 
atiBwcra  »t  the  opening  of  ihc  «e«aion  of  our  Lcgiatnturc.  Govcruor 
Sumner  acl8  upon  the  best  priniuplesof  Ptxlerulism.  He  trvirlcnilr 
tecondt  the  policy  and  views  of  the  n»tioaal  execuiive,  uud  in  Uiis 
spirit  he  ailoptmi  a  style  lew  firm  and  decisive  than  his  own  »cnlt- 
tUKQt^.  Both  branches  of  :h«  Lt-'gii^latiirQ  without  concert  w^rv  ini- 
presfi^-d  with  (hu  i(b.'»  Lh»t  (he  g']vurrLiDe[it  hai>l  not  held  a  iRrtjiiiage 
suit«r1  to  the  limes,  or  i»  unimn  wiih  the  pubtio  itotitiineDt ;  and  in 
their  un«wer8  they  raise  the  tone  iin  much  »-■*  they  ciiu  with  propriety 
and  cnard  »;T;iinst  tho  (l<»pri'*sinn  ir>t'  the  public  jiuUe.  Mail  thi* 
PrcsiilcHi  tak4<n  thn  high  ground  whirh  wa.i  eiperted,  no  mac 
would  luuri.'  r<.>ndily  or  ^thfully  support  it  than  Governor  Sumaerr 

By  thc*c  pro«*<ling<i.  as  wel!  ns  by  the  siom  and  i^haqi  reproo  i 
given  lu  the  sc-iliiloua  Virglniftni<,  you  will  see  dmt  tbt>  pooplu  Iht« 
are  bplter  ihan  the  »:iiiniial  giiverutHonl ;  niid  it  cannot  Ix- snfTd 
cienily  regretted  that  thin  excellent  temper,  which  was  exdl^  b^ 
the  Pede.ral  lulmintAtration,  may  aiibHide  for  wttnt  of  »  proper  natm 
ment  from  Urn  samt*  source.  It  was  expected  hy  all  good  me^' 
that  th«  chief  magistrate  would  have  aimed  principally  to  show  tha 
|ieup]u  (lie  danger  of  Cruuing  to  ibe  appearuuee  of  moderation  B 
llie  Lyraiitji  of  Franoe.  and  to  have  prored  th:il  we  have  much  moM 
to  fear  from  nrtd  of  thia  Bort  tlian  fmm  their  nrmK.  If  he  liBi 
remindeil  us  that  "the  tiger  always  crouches  before  he  leaps  Dpci: 
his  prey,"  cvLTy  tongue  would  huvo  repeated  the  expreuion,! 
livcry  heart  rt^sjiondcd  to  the  just  cdnriou  irhicb  It  t^^uchea. 

[  think  you  will  derive  plt^iunire  from  nfading  iht*  n»a1utiti 
our  Legislature  in  answer  to  thosn  of  Virginia,'  If  thoy  coDl^h> 
Homia  tittlu  iuaccurat'ies,  they  are  strong  upon  the  whole,  nud  mua 
tend  to  Kiipport  the  orthodox  purty  in  that  State,  llicse  resuB- 
tloiifl  hod  nnly  one  member  negative  in  the  Senate,  and  onc-Aftb 
the  Honse.  Perhaps  a  greatt-r  unanimity  in  hardly  tn  be  dc«ires^ 
for  I  am  persuaded   that  a  majority  of  tlio  be»t  men  would  eitlv 

t  The*<>  wen  thp  (■mi>iiJ>  nullidcBTion  rvMolntinn*  drawn  by  Madl*^! 
Tlie  ttroUKvr  oiu-s  from  KL-iituckv,  of  iIil'  t'Hnii?  iiii|n>rt.  wi-n-  thi'  work  nt  M^ 
fcr«An,  whn.  I>etng  ^h•^J^  Vkfrl'rcnidcnt  at  the  Unlti'd  buica,  waa  at  the  I 
of  the  whole  busiofcs. 
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be  inactive,  or  act  iU,  if  they  had  no  opposera  to  stimulate  them  and 
to  criticise  with  severity  whatever  they  do.     Farewell. 

Yours  truly,  G.  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  Pickerino. 

Brookliitb,  Feb.  21, 1799. 
Ut  dear  Sir, —  When  the  French  government  threatened  to 
x*a.-vage  our  coasts  with  their  cruisers  from  the  West  Indies,  they 
l>^lieved  the  hand  of  our  government  was  so  tied  up  by  fiiction  that 
xxo  resistance  could  be  made;  but,  aa  soon  as  they  saw  our  inter- 
course and  naval  armament  hills  had  passed,  they  were  sensible 
^b^ir  colonists  might  be  driven  to  despair,  and  the  colonies  finally 
^•f^st  to  them.     The  French  have  been  the  wisest  as  well  as  wicked* 
^st,  politicians  in  the  world  ;  they  have  been  remarkable  for  adapt- 
^'^S  their  measures  to  the  character  of  the  people,  and  above  all  for 
I**'x>fiting  by  their  vices.     They  consider  us  as  mercenary  to  excess, 
*i»<l  a  review  of  their  proceedings  would  prove  that  they  expected 
*o    establish  an  influence  over  us  by  conaUutly  addressing  our  ava- 
''io«,     A  nation  may  be  so  addicted  to  commerce  and  the  arts  of 
I>rcMniring  property  a^  to  be  insensible  to  every  other  sentiment. 
Such  a  condition  would  be  extremely  deplorable,  and  is  only  to  be 
^■Voided  by  cultivating  a  love  of  glory  as  a  balance.     All  the  es- 
ixszises  of  British  wars  are  a  thousand  times  remunerated  to  that 
nation  by  the  preservation  of  their  high  spirit  and  character.     In- 
stead of  a  free,  gallant,  and  generous  people,  as  they  now  are,  an 
unintermpted  peace  would  in  fifty  years  have  sunk  them  to  the 
level  of  sordid,  defenceless  Jews.     It  is  chiefly  on  the  sea,  how- 
ever, that  the  English  prowess  is  tried ;  yet  this  has  been  suHicieut 
to  <ligplay  virtues  and  talents,  the  fame  and  reward  of  which  are  found 
*o  lie  worth  more  than  much  money,     lu  our  country,  the  commer- 
^^aX  spirit  must  predominate ;  and  there  are  reasons  peculiar  to  our 
Society  why  the  love  of  wealth  should  be  a  stronger  passion  llian 
i*»  the  societies  of  the  Old  World.     As  this  cannot  be  prevented,  it 
should  be  consulted  and  provided  for  as  much  as  possible  in  all  our 
T^Utical  arrangements.     It  was  with  a  reference  to  this  idea  tliat 
I  expressed  formerly  a  hope  that  the  government  would  liavo  de- 
"Wed  war  in  this  session,  or  at  any  rate  would  cut  off  all  personal 
^tercourse  with  the  French  territories,  and  especially  would  author- 
ize the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  make  reprisals  upuu  French 


220 


LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OP  OBOBCB  CABOT. 


tJ 


property  of  every  <\cscTi\t\ion.  Such  a  itioastiw  e<tu\ti  hart:  atldH 
nothing  [I)  our  dilllrultlcs,  tfut  must  bsve  beeu  alieiided  nidi  uitiu; 
and  threat  aOvuiUjifes.  Avarice  would  have  fought  nur  baltlea, 
ami  wuuM  rj^iu  iiji  innumenil'Io  doffiidurti  of  Uit-  counlry  :  aud  a 
Iov«  tii  iiUny  ami  spirit  of  pitlrioliMti  would  liavv  (jruwn  ujhiii  (he 
Inve  of  ^Tiiiti.  But  I  Iiiive  femvd  ihnt,  in  the  an'kward  and  indoll' 
niu;  BtatK  we  are  now  pli«:eil,  our  advciitiiruuH  epirito  will  l»e  U>iu)iui] 
to  seek  for  tli«  m«untt  of  grKtifyiag  thciDielven  ill  the  evaaioua  ol 
our  IiLWfi,  nnil  itdmini^toring  lo  the  ncces«ilifB  of  oar  eBomj.  I  un 
rwently  ini(>re*«e<l  with  these  njiprelieiifioiia  more  deeply  than 
before.  Iiccauac  T  act-  the  prices  of  proviAiuna  are  rifling  high  in  thfl 
Kreijfh  ifebiiiLt.  uiiil  Fii-nt'li  luCtvria  uf  nturtjuu  liiigio  to  uppcar  to 
Ihf  Wf)>t  liidifa,  wliirh  will  Vnc*  fiiiployt-d  in  lakiu;^  our  rotnniudttied 
friim  the  Diiriisli  islaml-t ;  and  Ijpfditse  the  n*'Wtt  agent  at  Guadnlonpc 
liati  uudQulitetUy  cr>iiie  out  lo  amu-te  us  with  some  ahow  of  tiMMlen< 
tion,  while  be  in  fuct  concortji  incasurL-tt  with  the  GoUo-Ainerirani 
to  supply  ihf  French  mloniea.  Notliin},'  can  I>c  more  ovidoni  ihati 
l1i«  pernwuvrit  Milwtniilinl  benvtit*  vrhit^'h  would  acrniv  Ut  the 
UniK-d  Klalf'rt  from  the  inilcjn'iHkniv>  nf  the  Wrst  India  islands, 
wliiL-h  loay  retiult  trvia  uur  withholding  Bupplivs;  buL,  at  any  rale, 
whether  this  liAppens  or  not,  oar  enemy  \»  so  extremely  vulnerable 
in  thai  scouOf  ihnt  we  uiiiHt  be  stupid  or  worse  if  we  do  not  multc 
liiiu  fe«I  our  power.  An  I  have  not  Been  the  new  iutercoiirne  bill, 
I  am  uninformed  of  the  power  it  vosta  In  the  Preddeiit;  but  It  ti 
little  ulmrt  of  iM-iruyUig  ihe  t-'ouutry,  if  the  legislalure  do  nut  give 
authority  to  capture  all  Frendi  iirojierty,  anrl  lUI  American  prop- 
erty eiji])l(iyed  in  Frein-h  traile. 

The  frtendei  of  Barney  *  are  still  in  the  great  flour  (nties,  tni 
Homt;  of  tliL-m  in  the  ),'i:iverumc;nt.  Thc-y  were  willing  lo  aacrifiua 
thif  ]]eiu:c  Df  tint  ruunlry  in  17'Ji  lo  their  private  interestA.  and  thry 
will  now  lie  willing  to  jtacritice  its  honor.  But  it  i»  time  to  >i]i«alc 
plainly  upon  thti&i-  suhjocls ;  and  it  ia  tJi«  duty  of  thtHtu  who  oondad 


*  Captain,  Afu-rwardi  Commodore,  Jonhua  Banioy,  of  Bakiroorv.    II< 

wa«  a  moei  rlul^DL  Ja^-ubin  and  French  eympotliizi'T.  In  I'm,  tie  weni  wtU) 
Mounip  n*  bciir«F  of  ku  Aiurrlcan  Bag  to  Prtincp  :  and  kI  llie  rwt'pUoQ  ol 
lliL-  Intior  tie  presented  hi*  &ng.  rt^vlTed  r  Frcm.'h  one  in  pxrhjtntfv,  kdc 
iiiiiili'  a  njii-iH-li  iiij  ihf  DC'cnsiiin.  F»r  ttii*  ttTvlcc.  he  vriu  givM)  ami  «n-r[iin. 
a  conimiMJOD  m  cnpUin  hi  the  French  nnvy.  In  whioh  eajwu-iiy  he  »*nr«. 
for  jcvcral  yean.  Th*  reference  here  Is  to  the  exirnilve  evasion  of  ihc  Don 
ijiiervuurw  acts  by  siiiuitftUnK  provUians  from  Bahlmor«  to  ibv 
islands. 
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onr  national  afFairs  to  destroy,  if  possible,  every  project  for  supply- 
ing the  dependencies  of  France.  You  will  please  to  remeoiber 
that  I  have  expressly  renounced  all  claim  to  answers,  and  therefore 
I  have  been  less  reluctant  to  write. 

With  unfeigned  esteem,  I  remain  yours,  &c.,  G.  C. 

■ 

Pickering  to  Cabot. 

(PrivaU.) 

Phiiadelphia,  Feb.  21, 17tW. 
Mt  dear  Sir,  —  You  will  be  shocked,  as  we  all  were,  by  the 
President's  nomination  of  Mr,  Murray  minister  plenipotentiary  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  French  republic.     I  beg  you  to  believe 
that  it  is  the  sole  act  of  the  President.     Not  one  officer  about  him 
^^  any  knowledge  of  his  design.     He  has  learned  that  all  hia 
friends  and  the  friends  of  his  country  are  mortified  and  disgusted, 
and    he  is  now  suffering  the  pains  of  purgatory.     This  would  be 
Well  enough;  but  how  is  the  country  to  be  retrieved  from  the 
•^lamitous  consequences?     How  is  its  honor  thus  prostrated  in  the 
dust  to  be  recovered  P     It  has  already  damned  one  measure  calcu- 
lated to  invigorate  the  spirit  and  enterprise  of  our  navy.     The  bill 
for  granting  a  bounty  on  every  gun  taken  was  yesterday  lost  in  the 
blouse,  fifty-two  to  forty-eight. 

Tile  nomination  is  committed  in  the  Senate  to  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of    Sedgwick.  Stockton,  Read.  Bingham,  and  Ross.'     You 
'''Onid  suppose  that  all  these  might  be  depended  on  in  every  Federal 
I'^estion  except  Hioghani.     Unfortunately,  Ross  is  candidate  for 
governor  of  Pennsylvania,  —  the  election  will  be  made  next  Octo- 
_f*^*", — and    lately  has   become   what  you   Yankees   call  peoplish. 
*ie  committee  will  study  to  invent  some  change  by  which  the 
^^Mnre  may  be  rendered  less  mischievous;  but  the  President's 
■*J*racter  can  never  be  retrieved.     He  cannot  recover  the  confi- 
^Hce  of  the  Federalists.     The  citizens  are  astonisheil,  and  many 
*iiild  not  believe  it  possible.    This  reminds  mo  of  "  Porcupine's  "  " 

'  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Benalor  from  Maseachtisetti,  and  afterwards  judge 

'  the  Supreme  Court  of  thai  State.   Richard  Stockton,  son  of  the  signer  of 

^  ume  name,  and  Beoator  from  New  Jorsej.    Jacob  Read,  general  in  the 

*^Y  of  Independence,  senator  from  South  Carolina,  and  afterwards  United 

^^tn  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  that  State.    William  liingham  and 

*me»  Ross  were  the  ienators  from  Pennsylvania. 

'  William  Cobbett'i  nom  de  plume. 
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ciefll  but  ciiltiug  sutire  of  yesterday :  it  is  endowd.     If  any  tbing 
mill  K»1I  him  mrtre,  it  in  tlmt  the  aerpeott  of  the  "Aurora"  are 
lily  sluTuritig  him  with  tlioir  praise. 
A']i^■u,  luy  duir  frieud.      had  as  tilings  are,  I  will    not  yet 

despair. 

T.  PlCKERINQ. 

* 

Cabot  to  Wotoorr. 

nnooauya,  F«b.  23,  I7D0. 

Mr  DEAB  Sir,  —  I  sincervly  thauk  yoa  for  the  kiud  inteDUons 
which  ar«  sultideotly  mauifesU  notwithKlauding  your  wllliognen  to 
disguiic-  them,  in  your  It^tter  of  the  12rh. 

I  am  grieved  to  hear  you  coinpiain  of  the  weight  of  duty  which 
T  hftire  often  feared  might  become  intnlerahlo  to  you.  1  pniy  for 
yimr  own  galte.  but  stJU  more  fur  thi:  public  that  you  may  ueiiher 
iw  disabSfd  nor  dincourrigfeil.  I  itpeitk  with  sinceriiy  of  tlie  pahlic, 
beniiitte  I  see  nowhere  a  man  to  fill  tho  fituoo.  For  yoarself.  tlio 
otily  ado()uate  motive  is  that  honust  fam«  which  is  the  juet 
of  tho  giYniest  and  most  dURcuk  services.  I  hnve  someti 
hoped  lIiat.  time,  which  aceommodntee  ua  to  our  burdens,  woqI 
hiive  rewinciled  you  lo  yours,  and  thai  th»r  sonsihilily.  which  wa»i 
human  strctigtii  like  a  bL*(;ilc  fever,  would  b(.-c.ome  le^  ex([uisite^ 
but,  if  you  are  coui[Hdled  to  i>arrilic«  your  he^tllh  or  ijiut  yon 
oflirn  at  laHt,  cheru  fuiu  b<>  no  doubt  of  the  option  yoa  ovght  t 
make.  In  any  evuuU  yuu  will  doabtk-sfi  take  no  etep  without  tfa 
titniiist  (irh'/vrah'nn,  nor  wilhont  tii>t  it^t'-LTtaiiiing  \hc  positiurt 
comfortable  etisG  which  you  are  lo  takci  aod  which  must 
always  completely  in  your  power  to  secure.  I  hare  a  great 
to  Ha,y  on  this  subject,  but  you  would  think  T  had  already  ttld 
much,  if  you  di^l  not  know  the  great  interest  I  take  in  your  hap 
nesui.  I  agrnp  with  you  fully  on  the  impnrtaniMi  of  an  ntah/is 
right  U)  trade  frowly  willi  any  of  the  prinnipal  islands,  but  to  9ecur 
this  we  mu«t  perhups  furtwur  to  supply  thviii  uutil  their  dupeude 
on  the  Jacobin  parent  is  entirely  de-nroycd.  I  should  think, 
that  the  Knglii^h  must  be  consulted,  and  that  wiibout  »  perf 
concert  ihtro  woiilii  be  no  safely  in  tiie  nystern.  for  indevd  t 
occurrence  is  produced  by  iheir  arms.  I  have  always  appruhcnA*?'' 
that  our  money-loving  peojile  would  be  apt  lo  Dupply  the  Vni^cJt 
colonies,  notwith.^tandtng  your  prohibitory  lawii.  Yuu  ought  lo  go 
one  step  farther ;  and,  if  you  cannot  declare  war,  you  Da|^t  never^ 
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thdvaB  lo  niiUiorue  luilkcriiiiiunle  ropriaals  on  French  proporlT. 

UQ  proliibit  j>erHuniU  itiCcrcuurse.     It  is  lu  Biii)jrii)ur  od  it  u  litiniiU 

uting  iiiat,  while  tlie  French  rnpttire  our  property  ad  libUwity 

■id  lure  done  it  fur  years,  we  restrain  our  ciUzeui>  from  reUiliatiag. 

't  hu  appeared  lo  m«  tlie  |iaib  of  j^<[\vy  \»  so  pUiu  Ui«l  it  cannot 

°c  uidiAkuo,  am)  nuihing  hut  Uie  fuulcftt  craEtorisra  and  faction  can 

prfTeol  iu    buiiig    purbiii-d.      Gvuenil    re|iri«alH    would   itiHtantly 

">cita«^  ihf!  iiiiiDlK^r,  luid  itlill   moi'e  Ihe  fnrix^,  uf  private  vesfteU  of 

"■»r.   Avarirt'  wiiujtl  fig'"  "'"■  battle*,  and  would  imin  hinumerar 

'■'e  wa  soldiers  to  defend  our  coasts  again»t   invaderg,  if  tliey  erer 

l^tXM,  and  give  us  veif^ht  and  rospect  among  tho  maritime  nations, 

^  Uwf  should  uoU     Tliu  iucidimls  of  active  war  would  every  day 

•otfHWt  the  feeling*  of  the  coainimutr.  and  lii-nlrov  lliat  apathy 

^''bidi  had  been  so  dangsroiiaj  and  by  driving  fiway  Frenrhmen, 

*»»«I  iurbiddiug   person^   iiilercoiir»e  hetweea  tiie  countries,  tlio 

*'Uota  of  oorroptirm  would  l>e  principally  cut  ofif.     It  is  lime  lo  aay 

**fH!Dly  what  I  lutve  ^id  tlif*u  five  yaars.  Uiat  the  l{cvululioiiary 

''^oii^ter  ibnt  ha«  arisen  in    I-' ranee  muat   be   tlc«troyed,  or  it  will 

'^^Ver  ceaae  to  doBtroy  othera.     Thou  opinions,  indeed,  are  exten- 

•^Vely  embraced  aow. 

X  repeat  that  yoa  are  not  to  writ«  to  me,  nnleu  I  expressly 

«c«t  il,  or  you  have  commands  of  your  own  to  give ;  hat,  aa  I 

still  called  to  preach  political  Bennons  to  ocutKioual  uttditora, 

*■     VfUh  in  futare  you  would  send  me  cmmtally  the  rejwrt  of  th« 

_'***oretury  of  the  TrejiHury,  whidi  gives  a  view  of  the  export*  luid 

^^^C^orls.     I  hare  not  seeo  one  these  scTeral  yeara. 

^k  Toura  truly,  G-  Cabot. 

^^^^^^^  FiCEEKiNa  TO  Cabot. 

^^^V  Piiii.AiiRi.rnu.  Fch.  2<1,  ItM. 

^V        T)bAR  SlK,  —  Tlie   President,  fimling   thai    Mr.    Murnty   would 

**^  negatived,  or  finally  impn's.'Mvl  with  the  imporlance  nf  yielding 

***  the  public  aenliment  (by  which  1  mean  the  sentinienl  of  the  real 

^'"^ftnds  of  the  conntry,  and  «upporiers  of  his  admini^tmlioci),  ye»- 

^'''May  morning  sent  in  anew  nomination,  —  Chief  JuHtict}  Klh worth, 

*^*trick   Henry,  and  Mr,  Murray :  the  two  furnier  not  lo  leave 

■•^nHirica  until  lliey  receive  BJtuurnnfPut  from  llie  French  jjovernment 

^"ht  they  will  be  received.     And  an  chiK  is  the  amidioratiuD  which 

*>»  desired  as  tlie  best  pfliliative  of  the  evil  of  any  nomination, 
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iind  for  the  piirjiow  of  (rfnting-  with  Prancp.  ElUworth  hf'tni 
htre,  I  presume  he  was  consulleri,  and  conscnied  to  U«?  nominntioi 
fnm\  the  atc&ifity  of  preventing  a  greater  evil.  Patrick  Ucor 
pnilwhlr  will  ilci;IiiK'. 

I  liriv^  ii'ivivwl  yi.nir  k-tter  of  th«  I5th.     You,  Governor  Sur 
n?r,  ftnti  nthcT  mett  To  whom  yoit  refer,  hare  8C«n  lUid  lament^  ll 
fallinjg  off  iti  the.  I'resiilnnt's  spt'erh  nl  the  opening  of  lliU  HeAMoi 
of  Congress.     Wt;  endeavored  to  wise  lis  lone  respecting  Fram 
hot  wlt«  rfftfUed,    Thr  nominalioti  of  Sfurnij  was  in  Ihc  spirit 
that  part  of  Lh«  »pi-wh  in  whiL-h  I  rttfcr.     lN-rliu]H^  I  may  find  ht 
nft^r  Hn  op|>ortiuiity  i>r  <!tvtiii;  fiirtlier  inforauiliuii  to  yoa  on 
subject.  I  am  very  truly  your«,  T.  Pickkriso. 


Cahot  to  Pickkriso. 

[Pfii-atf.) 

Bhookuxi:,  MutcIi  7.  I7W, 

5Ir   i>EAB  Silt,  —  1   receivetl  iu   coHrsf  your  fuvyre  of  lh«  21 
and  'JCth  iilt..  and  with  the  latter  a  pnrket  of  !w>efit  which  shall 
irioil  in  our  soils. 

ludi^'uatiou.  grief,  and  disgust,  In  a  rotatory  Burceislnn.  are 
only  fci'iuinicnls  PKohed  by  the  nnminntion  of  Mr.  >rnrray  in  tB~^ 
br«if>lJ*  of  wtill-informi'd,  decided  Fedvralitls.  Tbf  h.iir-infom]c^9| 
and  the  feeble  oec  no  hurm  in  any  m(;n4uru  which  proftr««^(?^i  "■ 
liavc  ppflcc  for  jt^  objc-ct ;  and  they  will  not  liston  to  the  [i.iinf~  '■I 
proofs  ibut  a  toft  peace,  which  they  Inily  desire,  in  r«ndert;d  b— 
attiuiiahle  by  thia  new  evidence  of  our  weitknctis  and  this  rt 
onooiirnffcment  ro  Frvnrk  artifice;  while  the  tt'inporizcrs,  trimme 
flnd  Fedt-riJ  liypocrites  with  Jacobin  hi<art«,  rcjoiiw  iu  an  op| 
tuniiy  to  Ibrow  ulT  ihe  m.tsk,  »nd  underitAnction  of  a  grent  mi 
oppose  ihiit  syxit^rm  of  ncitional  di<;iiity  and  defence  which  they  t» 
reluctantly  »u[)[)(>rled  li«riini«e  it  bad  beoome  [topular. 

The  morlifirarion  which  thn  btiHim^Mi  has  Hndurpmf  remnrp* 
objection  of  incoiniM;tEiiiry   in   tlit;   nc^utialor.  but   the   pernirii 
oonKequetTCui  of  lirudiiiif  the  public  mind  to  TK-gotialiun  instead     of 
resistance  !i.rc  not  abated.     ]  hnvc  thought  it  a  duty  to  imtilca'^ 
the  idi-a  that  w«  should  have  notliing  to  dread  from  Fntncc.  if  "i** 
couUI  Iml  rcjilixe  the  extent  of  her  dcj^ij^s  :iiid  the  mranii  by  whini 
she  expected  to  nocomplish  them ;  atid  I  tJi'Xi^ht  I  was  scr^inj;  th^ 
goremment  when  I  insisted  that  all  th«  affected  modemliao  ooJ 
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^''^CMitfantg  q(  the  Fretidi  was  only  ■  trick  lo  soothe  our  rei^!^ttuent« 

■*»d  hill  uft  into  a  fafxl  »ecurity.     The  wreck*  of  Kun^iK-aii  Stntca, 

■■I**  werr  Iwf;:uilKil  fmin  ihcir  \nw  coursa  by  the  false  li^litA  which 

■«^i"iuice  Itoil  hmig  out.  ought  to  worn  us  of  Ibf  daii}:er  of  following 

^lem :  but  it  would  xcein  us  if  States  cannot  profit  by  th»  examples 

*>f    otbem,  nor  even  by  their  own  experieBoe.     It  hns  been  fre- 

^U(-Rilr  r>>mark«<l  thai  for  i^everal  yeum  our  dUiAnce  from  F^tirope 

niui  urcd  lift  from  a  partiripftlion  in  it*  cataiuitie».  and  bad  given 

*»«  opportuiiily  to  Ivnm  wiwioni  hI  their  evpenHe;   and  it  hai*  linen 

•*o*i«rved,  with  nomv  pridt'  :iiid  great   joy,  that  |]ii»lly  oiir  peopio 

\^  majority)  hiul  ac<]uire^  Auch  jnst  ideas  of  tbo  national  policy  as 

(o  approve  aod  support  it  at  every  expense  aud  every  ItajEard.     If 

^XB  was  the  case,  the  blF«)sinj;r  ia  in  j^at  jeopardy.  If  iir>t  iibucdnlely 

''^t;  for  His  lobe  feared  that  a  new  division  of  the  cnnntry  is 

"Jis   moment  forming,  by   wbieh    the    men   who   ha^'e   hei'etofora 

***vised  and  8U|iport<^  the  national  ojeamire*  will  bt-  the  minority. 

You  will  Mte  by  tlie  paraj|:raph«  in  ilio  iloaton  pujierB  that  the 

P>*»tea  titerp   have  l»«*en  att«nded   to   by  thone  wlio   are   wlmngly 

attacb«t|  til  thft  PreAident  personalty,  or  who  approve  these  half-way 

^Qojuiirea  wbidi  leail   to  whole  ruin.     Imiuediarvly  after  ihi;  first 

*'»t**Iligeiice  wa«  received,  I  penned  a  parasmpli  for  the  nest  day*s 

"  CcntiMel,"  orprtasing  douUtfl  of  the  tnith  of  llie  intelligence,  be- 

**u«c  it  was  couirary  ui  the  avotetd  [mlicy  of  tho  l*resid«ul,  and 

•*<Scaiiiw  (!»•  aMiuninoe«  Mkid  to  have  !»••«  given  by  Knince  eoiild 

I  now  dewive  no  one,  as  all  the  world  knew  the  sole  Hewgn  of  such 

P>%feuions  must  b«  to  facilitate  their  deotructive  designs  &c.     I 

^ni  not  sQre  the  paragraph  arrived  at  the  pHnting-otlice;  but,  if  it 

it  was  Tvjerti'd.     I  then  wrote  a  lilllu  pi('W%  certainly  unex- 

>tk>nable  in  form,  showing  the  manner  in  which  the  (Jrei-ks  were 

**B«8cd  by    tiegotiiilionfi,    lill    iheir  Mhertiea   were  destroyed   by 

*'bUip.  &c.     But  this,  which  wna  sent  to  the  "Mercury"  office, 

I        *■»  rpfiiHr^,  although  its  puhlimtion  wan  particularly  requested, 

1       ■■'"l  alilmiizh  I  have  forraerly  written  a  mirabftr  of  pieties  for  that 

L       P*It:r  whi'-li  they  valued  so  hijihly  as  to  send  mo  repeatoO  aoUtita- 

H      *ioni  for  more.     Tlmtt  you  »ee  alri-aily  Ilie  iteedn  of  division  vege- 

V      ^Ve,    I  have  not  been  in  town  :  but  I  know  many  of  llie  best  men 

|K      K«l  extreme  chiLgrio,  mid  doubtless  would  be  more  open  in  express- 

*■      ^it,if  iIh'V  dill  iirii  conitult  the  public  welfare  more  than  their 

Ji       *•»  penonal  gnililieations. 

^  M        I  have  always  objected  to  thoM  oewspaper  diwuMions  which 
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muH  iM>c«iMAri)>'  implicitte  the  Pre«i<lvnt.  «»<]  I  lliiiilc  some  Immn 
acion  ottghL  to  he  auhmituiil  lo  miher  tlion  depart  from  ihia  uili 
tHry  r«Kp«ct :  but  I  taar  ihv  ini»tiLkeu  mid  of  pursumil  friends  «{ 
finftlly  draw  oiit  ihosL'  who  think  they  act  upon  the  broadest  pril 
dplea  of  the  public  good. 

I  rejoice  extremeir  lo  tind  Rom  actiiij;  with  Gnnneu.  J  alwa] 
enteemed  him  highly,  and  I  know  of  few  ihui^ra  in  life  more  unplea. 
uul  lUau  bctiig  ubligvd  to  nmuuiiuj  or  atnitu  u  farormble  opinion  I 
a  frieatt.     With  unfeigned  u»U>oiu  and  uSuctioD, 

1  reiuniu  a»  ever  jrours,  Gbokob  Ci 


Cabot  to  PicKEnntG. 


S   CitAOJ 


Brook  I.IXE,  Marcfa  18,  I7BB. 
3It  DKAft  SiH, —  Although  I  have  neither  faith  nor  ho| 
in,VKblf,  yet  it  is  posaihlo  wtj  muet  he  all  subject  to  the  evils  i 
Degotlutiori  with  thu  ])rfwtLt  regency  of  France.  I  fiillil  a  dot 
Aerefoi*?,  in  tran.'<mitting  ynii  Mr.  Crore's  letter'  which  relates  I 
it.  From  our  tiuwi>p»[iurs  as  well  ns  from  ulher  eourccfi.  roa  iri 
receive  informucion  of  the  ttchi«m«  created  among  FodertiIi«t«  I 
llie  uiiaocoiintiible  conduct  of  the  Pre«i(I«nt.  I  have  lM«n  otice 
town;  and  I  mef  no  man  who  did  not  ceuiture  tliu  President  » 
tremdy,  though  tht-y  dificrcd  much  as  to  the  expediency  of  dedn 
ing  it.  Itul  I  iftard  of  many,  uiid  thuy  vrnnj  audi  as  might 
expected  lo  do  so,  who  imiitti^d  on  the  propriety  of  our  juRtifvia 
vrhnt  bad  \k'vm  dune,  and  of  denouncing  whomsoci'cr  sbotiUl  dai 
to  do  otherwise.  J'enona/  friends  of  the  President,  lemporixi: 
men.  with  red  Jaouhius  who  prcif(.-!>s  Fedcn-Uiam,  have  been  (Kt* 
and  zealous ;  while  the  upcn.  avowed  Jiicohins  have  been  somewk) 
nt  u  Ktop,  and  for  n  lime  HHid  V»ul  little.  Taking  a  relrofrpect  tr* 
the  point  at  whirh  wa  now  stmid,  I  feel  more  appruhcnsion 
mischiefs  wliicli  iiru  yet  to  arj^e  from  tlie  same  cause  that  produce 
the  nomiimtiuii  of  Mr.  IMurruy  Umn  from  the  nomination  ilxelf. 
perceive  that  a  dangerous  dlvUioa  of  the  support«re  of  gnv«mm.«i 
may  take  place,  by  which  the  cuen  who  act  ou  truly  public  prio* 
plea  will  ho  oppoecd  hy  many  who  have  hitherto  fotlowed  th0i 
uiid  ihul  the&e  will  hu  ueeL'^Harily  countenanced  by  the  PresideD 
Shuuld  this  h»p]ien,  the  KiiimuiiLy  to  Kuglunil,  wbirli  is  sttll  pO| 
ular,  will  be  resorted  lo ;  and  we  aliall  be  totd  that  ihc  PrcsLilADi  I 
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cnluuBialcd.  because  he  will  not  yield  lo  a  British  faciton.  &o.     It 

wtt^ni*  lo  uw  ihal  ihe  law-  traiisacii-^ns  munt  ojHirate  tmfAVi^nhlf-  on 

tl»o    iliM.-ii.ssi4)iis  wlii<'h  urc  taking  plHou  biawct-ii  yoti  ami   (Iri'at 

Itritaio,  rx'^iMTCling  ihv  ruiumiuioti  at  I'liiliitltflphm,  iiml  wii  tbe  liiwi- 

ne»s  of  thff  commissionerB  in  Ixintlon.     I  hai)  an  hour's  ruiiTi*r- 

"Ktion  with  Mr.  LiRloii  at  DokIoii,  which  RgitisGcd  me  that  Ar  was 

diftpodwl  lo  Miioolli  every  ntiavuii]«ble  ilifficuhy  b««twet'ii   ihe   two 

^Unirii]«.  rantifliiig  thjiL  our  govrmtrivnt  would,  as  far  m  iiosKihlt-. 

^<'^|)  iliv  Uiiiteil  StaiL-K  out  of  iho  faugs  o£  l''nuic«,  and  ihus  ai  last 

bot'oin^  iit'lefN^iHlcnt.  aiwl  fren  of  Kiviich  inf1iK>nce.     I  found  he  was 

P«r^>il]r  galiflfi^  with  t/aur  &eutinieiil«  and  principles,  and  he  de- 

^Aivd  to  me  lliat  lie  had  not  a  wish  to  enihttmiM  its  with   niiy 

^ngaf^niCQU  which  you  would  not  approve.     Indofsl,  hi'  said  ex- 

pfX'uly  lo  mc  tliat  lie  wbh  plciued  with  General  Mai^lioll'^  opinions 

PUhliatK>d  on  I  hi*  suhjecL 

I  ran  ovpr  H^rcral  uipim  with  Air.  Uaton.  in  whtdi  he  profptuc-d 

^  *fVi  wilb  mv,  and  espv<-inlly  thut  w«  have  grrAt  ctmmittt  iiitvr- 

^la  which  onght  lo  keeji  us  fri<>nd3  in  aptte  of  all  th^  irritAlinn^ 

^'ludi  from  rarioua  cnuses  must  ai-iw  for  a  time.     But  I  cannot 

'^-fnio  from  cuggesting  to  you  the  utility  of  impreaung  him  now 

*'itli  i\\t:  imporcoaoc  of  acting;  confonn.ilily  to  those  aeniimpnts,  hy 

^hidi  XiK  will  eertatoly  serve  tits  own  (.■ouiitry  uu  low  thiui  uui-s. 

>Ve  liave  ho  many  men  who  aeek  for  a  r|uiirr«I  with  Oiral  lirituin. 

tlsmtnu  (inluiary  skill  ran  prevent  it,  »nl«EtH  tliat  nation,  liirinv  tiHidu 

A  littlp  of  its  hmijfhtinvss,  will  faithfully  Jiiid  gt.-ii(>rously  acmtimnu- 

^mxk  iu  ]iolicy  to  tlie  nnlurc  and  (.-harncter  nf  our  government.    Our 

■yntem  mu)tl  oo(»«ionftlly  yltJd  to  lh«  errors  and  pr*jiidjcc8  of  die 

peojile.  And  if  it  were  always  to  be  ailminitteivd  hy  tin-  Ik-se  lut-ti 

>n  Ha  woHd.  atiJi  it  would  bo  \ifB»  stubln  than  theirs :  and  therf- 

tt»re^/i7/ra/  finly- — that  is,  Irut  intrrfif  —  nrijiiiriii  thul  tlwy  ?«Imiili.[ 

W  itiffifiently  llf  sible  to  pn^venl  that  diftconl  which  it  roiwuintly 

^Wwd  al  by  the  bitter  enemies  of  both.     Be  at]  this  nx  It  may, 

Ihere  leeina  to  he  no  f^ruurul  for  oxpocting  consiiiti-ncy  iu  uur  ad- 

■nibiimtiou,  while  the   falM.-  and  diuigen^iit  do|pna  [h   inniiitiutiL'd 

'ont  the  I'resldeut  is  to  dovidi-  U[fun  grvut  ualiunid  mvasurvH  with- 

'"^t  finiaviuling  himttelf  of  the  fiillcjtt  infonnatinii  and  jii<I;ni>''nt 

*>  oilers.     }{o  man  i-ould  be  safely  trusted  that  shnuld  pracline 

"pWthii  vain  idea.     TIio  greatest  men  and  llie  beil  goverumeuts 

'**«  been  those  who  have  known  how  to  proAt  must  by  ttid  luleuts 

*'  ot^iers.      Henry  [V.'s  greatest  glory,  in  mj  opinion,  coubiscji 


228 


LIFE  A:?D  letters   of   GEORGE  CABOT. 


llT9ft 


io  b&ving  knovm  liow  to  ap[>rei.'i»te  tbe  charscter  of  Sutler ;  and 
ibc  British  admiui»tnition  would  not  bnve  cxiM*.**]  for  a  mootb, 
ttill  leHa  to  iwuiiiitili  tbc  world  by  tu  cunsuncj  Hnd  it*  euei'«;irB,  tf 
tbe  kitiff  did  not  hIp-mIiW  pitrKiif  t)i«  oounw  |)oiiiml  out  by  thoM 
wboae  itliiIUi«6  be  t'ni|i|iiyR  in  bin  iY)uncil.     It  in  «n»azb  that  tli<i 
chief  magistrate  le  ciiperiur  Ut  nil  ftertonal  iiiflut^iuie,  whelher  o( 
u^'HAci^  or  cDtrefttj;  that  be  is  anperior  to  thf-  inltiiooro  of  cvvry 
aiicborit}'  but  ibal  of  reawQ  well  iiifonncd.     But  tbat  dignity  luid- 
independtiare  abouM  r4>4]iure  a  mati  to  act  in  the  uKuit  iiu|>oriuiL- 
eonccms  without  (he  aid  of  couii»fl   from   ollient   'i»   th<i  t-nxir  of" 
viiiiitT  wliidi  the  populnce  niniie  ought  to  iitdulgis     Tbt-  |K>wer  oC 
di^pJHcinf;  all  otRwrn  whom  the  I'r«sitlent  is  expt^e<]  to  onsuh  i*- 

riM'pIv  suffidt-nl  Io  prpscrvt'  bin  Bpirit  of  iudtpendcuw ;  and  hrt  nteti 

uot  bi«  afraid  to  (•xauiiuu  tbi^ir  iiiir-vetigutious,  hmr  lliuir  discu^siuiu^^ 
or  fYiriftiiltT  their  re«idUt.  Tf  rhcir  |ii)w«r  forcx  u  n:>iiviction.  b^v^ 
ought  to  yivbl  to  it;  if  not.  ha  is  at  libiuiy  to  diiu-ard  it,  and 
act  a  [lart  which  i^liall  mtiu  to  him  better,  Tl>i»  U  my  idea  o 
dignity,  aixl  lliix  in  [hf>  w»y  Io  avoid  mi>>lAki>B.  'lliin  ia  the  ihht^ 
of  WiiHliin^ntiV  p-eatnc!<H.  1  am  siniGiblu  it  is  a«  deIicaU<  a»  it  i 
ditTtcult  tu  niuke  tbe  urnuigumeut  I  long  siiiw  iiitiiuuli'*).  bv  nhic 
il  ftbouhl  he  iiiidL-r^tood  that  the  President  woidd  habituuilr  Am. 
Ats  ten^anla  before  he  deoiden  upon  llieir  task»,  and  that  when  b' 
in  Hbseut  from  them  hi>  woulil  refrain  from  all  huMnPM. 

Your  faithful  friend,  G.  Cado' 


Cabot  to   PicKEBrao. 

nttooKLixE,  itny  3, 17D0. 
Mt  dkaR   Sir,  —  Soon   aUvr  the    rctiini   of    the    President,  J 

Wnt«4l   bim  at  Qninoj,  where  I  was   hospitably  entertained       .a«f 
dinner  with  ibi^  fiimily.     It  was  the  wish  of  •eveml  of  my  tr'tem^  -^J* 
ibitl  I  dioiild  ili-»h:»rge  the  friendly  duty  of  di»cloKing  such  fwr^^'t* 
aiid  iM^iitiinenls  nn  wfpe  known  and  fell  by  the  Ix-at  public  m.  «*■* 
bece,  anil  whit-h   might    be   u^ffid    to  bini-     It   WiU    pctrtieulaK~lj^ 
dpftintl  that  he  *hou!d  be  infonn«l  of  the  inftineerity  of  tnra  wfc»**» 
under  the  mask  of  patriotism,  inflame  bis  jealousy  of  his  b-^"' 
frien'U  and  the  b*»t  friends  of  the  country,     lint,  thougli  I  »"»* 
ircatod  with  great  conliallty  and  confldenoe  on  many  mhjectj*,  ' 
■tiidied  course  kepi  rb  dbtont  Ir>im  those  on  which  I  should  b**^ 
BjKrkeu  freely,  if  [lerniitted,  though  with  great  pain  tu  iuy»eltl     Io 


ITOOLJ 

«    late  Ifttter  from  Mr.  Gore,  he  ititimittm  to  m«  tbAt  if  tbr  gor- 

(-■rnniiMil  shottld  i1ii<l  it  iieressniy  to  niipoint  a  minister  pUnipn- 

trnfi'try  fup  St.  Peter^bwrp  or  CoDStAlilinopIe,  or  luij  (i(her  fourt, 

At.  till!  linit;  of   iiU  )>n--M'nt  ciDplormeiit   lieia^f  fiided.  tuiil  hf  hIiouIiI 

iw  ttiou^l  a  RoiUilile  iK-rsoo  lf>  senu  lb*  nmiilrv  in  tfinf  r^nrortFr, 

^ft  wtiulil  amli*rUk«  iU     I  Ii»ve  writt49ii  lo  Mr.  Goiv  ihnt  I  ahoiihl 

tukf!  ihe  liberty  to  meniioii  hU  niune  to  yoa  and  to  Mr.  Woicoit, 

ftmX  thm  1  would  aUo  commuiuuite  hU  ide«  to  llit-  Pn-^ident.  if  on 

0[tpoTlunitj'  occurred,  which  I  do  not  snppo«e  {tmbable.     I  think 

'I  uiiiu-«>c»»ry  lo  afieak  of  Mr.  Gore's  qitulifirjilion.4  or  prrt^nflioiis, 

■^1  vtbkh  luiiRl  Iw  w<-ll  kuowu  to  yoa;  and  I  thliik  it  (»miot  be 

UttkiMiwD    to   thi.'    Prftidfiit  ihftt  be   ba*  «)>p1ir>i)   hi«   tul'-iitn  mid 

•^CYDtcd  his  atudius  to  politicji  almoRt  eKc1n.sivt^Iy  these  wii  years 

pAt    Tou  hiv«  seen  the  diKuimoiui  in  our  |tap*;rs  under  th?  '*  Ed> 

''oys.'*  writifin  by  Otis,  and  olher  paragmphs  by  other  perwn* 

^'^iitt'pning  the  President's  nomination  of  Mr.  Murray,     I  ibiiik, 

***iwpvi;r.  yon  may  be  wMiired  ibul  svnsiblt?  men  rvej  geutnlij 

^^niaaa  that  me««are.  and  rhit^rty  differ  as  lo  the  expediency  of 

**pr»8ing  Uieir  censures  publicly. 

tVith  the  hif[heitt  cutecm  and  unabalinf;  atlachmeiit,  I  remain 

Your  oiTectioDatc  and  faithful  tnoud, 

Gkoqoc  Cabot. 


Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

Brook Lixe,  Mny  2,  I'M. 

JAt  np.AR  Sin, — T  fulfil  my  own  inHinnlion  nn  well  aa  promise 

***     tuentionint^  to  you  thai  Mr.  (ioiv.  one  of  our  ct»mmi-tiuont*rs  in 

^-■*^ii(|nn,  at  the  uxpiralion  of  bin  prtvtent  iiervice  would  njllingly  go 

***  CuDslAntinopIp  or  St.  Petomburg  or  nny  other  conrt.  aa  ratuiiter 

I*^*»tii[wH'iitiBry.  if  tlie  gorornmpni  ithould  uewl  a  iterxou  for  ewh 

'^u     fmfili)yiii*>nl   and  HhouliI   tbintc   him   (-H|>ablH  of  Hcrviii>;   ihi'm 

**^oept«hIy.     Mr.  (lore  haa  forint^l  himudf  for  audi  an  otRw  by 

***l»Iuou*  «lu<iy  and  atLenliou  for  l»fii  yoars,  and  wmild  ceruiinly 

**•>  Well  receiTwl  anywhyrt;,  and,  I  think,  could  iini  fail  lo  ndvaiira 

*■*'*   t^HMinable   siews  of    the    governmtMiL      The   .laooliins    linve 

^^•^ly  bec<oine  more  lyxtt^inalical,  I  think,  in  ilieir  i-b.>eiiuiiwniig 

t'f'jjrft*,  and  hare  in  this  part  of  the  country  availed  thfrnsc^lres 

^i^AiIy  uf  Uioi^  momentary  digcontents  which  mitnnilly  follow  ihe 

pniiuulgatiou  of  a  new  tax.     We  are  taking  somtr  iiaina,  however, 
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lo  koop  [lilt  ])Coplu  steady ;  and  I  hope  with  a  majurity  them  li^i 
will  Micci^il. 

On  a  late  vinit  to  Quiik't.  I  was  treaicil  m'th  rordinl  botpltalitj' 
and  with  Mime  coiitiileiice ;  but  1  w!u  ^uiilioimly  (as  I  thought)  jirfr- 
T«ti1«^>l  from  sfieakinf;  oh  thr»w»  tojiirj)  wliirh  no  much  ^iigJiK**  itubUff 
altfiiiljoci.     I  pfrfomitM]  a  iluly  in  atcompting  it.  And  NirvK]  mTM-lf 
great  [Hiiii  in  bviug  def«at«d.     Gvucral  Knox  Ivlb  th«>  Pivt-itlt-nW 
he  liaft  many  <;oik1  men  about  hint,  —  iik'H  of  u-isc  heads  aikd  bones^^ 
hcnrLs,  —  hue  they  are  of  a  sort  that  will  raise  in^uireciion.  if  som^^ 
«f  tliem   l)p  not  dt«miiisf<l.     He  only  immi^]  Tpnrli  Fntiicii,  but  '*^ 
is  faay  lo  fill  ii[>  his  HhI.     I  wish  he  would  name  all  himi9>elf,  am 
dcMTitKi  their  fnultH.     Dcmbtli^ss  the  public  would  highly  coturaenc 
mtich  of  that  Lundiict  lie  cuiidi'inuH. 

Tour  uHuuliumiU:  and  faithful  friend, 

G&ORGE  CaBOI 

Cabot  to  Gore. 

Mat  S^  1790. 

Mt  PBAR  Frikni>,  — If  acknowlt-dmrnieiite  of  "febt  would 
charge  phlloTitmii,  I  should  writn  a  Ifing  letter  of  (wknowledgrmem 
The  pnrticular  subject  of  your  letter  of  tli«  2Clh  of  January  li 
oi'ion  cicoum-d  lo  mt.  and  some  friends  wi'lli  whom  I  con 
about  yuii.  Vi'v  hud  presumed  the  eniploymetit  would  lie  :ifre«Al» ' 
and  we  knew  the  lionur  of  it  was  luerikfl.  If  my  wishes  l». 
power,  ynu  would  In-  yratififd.  1  ahfil]  write  to  Mr.  Woloott  u^-^r^mH 
3Ir.  Pifkerin»;'  roneeniing  it;  imd.  if  I  can  directly  or  iDdiroc'C: ■  Mr 
communiente  it  to  Uie  President  in  a  maaner  likely  to  promote  yc^^  ^^^ 
viewit.  I  shall  certainly  do  it. 

I  rejoleu  that  thw  PruBident's  fljieecli  was  eo  tnucii  approrol  •^^ 
the  grtoil  [I'ople  on  your  nvln  the  water,  but  ihey  tx-rtninly  pr£».s0) 
it  lit  the  cxpi'nKe  of  our  country.  The  spirit  oi  that  upeeeh  **"■*•« 
less  elevHteil  thiiu  the  spirit  of  refleeting  luun  thrr^ugh  the  uniao'^' 
and  its  etTect  hiu  been  to  depress  them:  if,  however,  this  had  b^^" 
all.  it  wouM  have  tueeu  tblerable;  but  it  i«  to  be  laiwntod  that  tb* 
afTecti-d  iiKideraliori  t>i  tlmt  speech  was  to  supply  by  authority  ivh«' 
n-aFi  wanted  In  argument,  —  to  silence  the  ofTeuBive  remoii»int»C^ 
Bgainet  Gunyisui,  to  open  n  way  for  eoothing  Jacobin  spiritf,  to 
provide  for  something  lik«  a  «u])]>urt  agHiuRt  the  diclalorial  tenpur 

*  1'liU  promise  was  fullill«cl  in  ctic  two  prcctdiitg  letters 
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of  ll%h-inin(l»l  FodomlititA,  And  to  abow  that  he  couM  nuiduct  llio 
Attain  of  the  ii«iion  wilIiouI  advisers.  <&&  Noihing  chm  l>e  mora 
Uifortnunlft  for  him  .itid  for  the  oiiuiitrv  1h:iii  ihw  coiirne  of  thiiik- 
tng.  sa  veiik  and  falno  as  \t  h  vain  and  dati^nrnm.  A  jnnt  seitti- 
WfMi  of  perflonal  iLignily  aad  official  inik'paiideuve  would  be  6ati»- 
Sed  to  act  rigblly,  nf^er  having  hourtl  all  that  coald  be  said  by  those 
>(  tnivht  eoriRiilc.  The  tTiio»t  gruntneji^  ts  tJint  whioli  know*  best 
how  to  avail  ittdf  of  the  beet  laleiics  of  others.  It  is  feufDcient 
tluil  ft  man  in  saperior  to  inftnacA  or  entrmlj,  and  that  aftrtr  h<^ar- 
"^g  bit  nHtiiiM-lliire  h«>  nhould  teel  Eupurior  to  penomil  ititluuurv. 
bni  nvver  lo  thy  utithorit.j  of  r«a«on  and  truth.  Uotr  umny  do 
*^roii2  ''i'"  ''"^v  'iny  differ  from  those  whose  opinions  tJiey  wi«h  to 
w>  thought  not  10  ret(|iect ! 

]  An  not  HUKpeirt  that  Ihe  Preaideot  haa  in  the  smalkst  dfj^i^e 
*biit«]  hia  detestation  of  Frenoh  revolution  ism.  Nor  du  I  doubt 
**>al  tlw  country  pretty  well  understuuds  lU  nalurv  and  il«  danjjwr- 
^Ua  tendenev  toward  us ;  but.  as  in  other  fr^  KlAtcJh  the  spirit  of 
'ttction  predomiiintes  over  every  thing.  Rivalry  among  the  Fed- 
^Vftlitfc  j[«iieratm  opposition  to  thoae  distil igiiiahr-d  charact^ira  who 
■*>igtil  rpndfr  us  most  servicn.  Risappointttd  iron  npfHMO  and 
*^a>lu«iiiiate  them  upinily;  and  all  tin)  d«B|R*rato  udvuniurvra  who 
^''^  ilD«awy  wilh  their  present  condilion  know  that  the  [loor  we 
'i^Ye  always  with  us,  and  tlint  thtuto,  with  many  of  Uie  i^iorant, 
***  easily  formed  into  a  revolutionary  oorpv  in  every  country. 
*Tie  jwUousy  of  the  rich  ta  a  passion  in  the  poor,  which  am  ulwaya 
'^^  aplH»)ed  to  with  eticoou  od  orery  qutwliun.  and  Instead  of  an 
*-«n*wrr  to  every  argiimeDt.  Time  and  experience  will  prove  the 
'^Ihwy  of  every  theory  of  ^jvemmoni  which  admilrt  univertuvl 
■»»flnge  88  a  right,  but  our  people  will  uoi  be  wise  enough  to 
^p|)1y  a  r^mody  voluntarily.  Liku  other  evils,  therefore,  it  mutt 
***  left  to  pwduce  it*;  own  eure.  So  I  ppeoeh,  instead  of  replying 
*****ecllj  to  your  iniiiiirie^  ulionl  Congre-NH,  &*i. 

1  have  often  wisht-d  you  h<?rf'  to  wrir*-  bonks,  bwAuse  they  would 

4o  noch  service  in   pailiaring  and  pmlraetiii^  rviU  vthieh  ciuinut 

■•^  "holly  averleil.     We  all  work  a  liule  ;  but  your  patience,  per- 

***ver9n(%.  sod  ini'tlitliicn««  are  extremely  n-anled. 

I  Uay  ilfuveu  bless  jou.  G.  C. 


I 
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Cauot  to  Gone. 

Jom  0, 171». 
Mr  DEAB  Freehd,  —  I  have  by  a  fonner  conTeyatne  inRiniu 

yrm.  llmt  I  KaH  nritteii  to  Mr.  Pickering  ami  Mr.  Wtilfxill  tuiior 
ing  a  fiilum  (leetlnution,  oiiil  I  huvo  uo  iluuliL  liiti/  will  promote  tdi. 
wiahM,  bemusR  they  will  iu  no  doiiij;  ^rve  th«  public-     It  is  prol 
able,  hi>wevur,  that  Uioir  iiifluRticn  will  Im*  miich  Iom  than  it  ou 
to  Iw,  UK  llifv  aru  eiispi'ctvd  o(  cujoyiug  nifjre  oontnidemttoa  m 
comnmiiity  thttn  consists  wiih  thu  i-MpL-cl  daitttetl  bv  iUM>tlit;r. 
It  ba-s  bci^n  a  {lai't  of  ilic  caul  of  UenxMnilic  writers  to  attetiV 


to  kingn  exclusively  an  iimlue  love  of  priusc.  uuil  to  sttbject* 
clisjrraoc  of    giving  it,  however  uninerit4>fJ.     Few  icings  I  belif 
cnuld  bii  uauii'il.  who  fiwallowwl  grubser  fliittery  than  our  Ciontrn 
HhikyjcIc  daily  rf«|Mini)  huiI  recuivml  from   ii«rvile  citizous.      V' 
recollect  how  entirely  men  of  dimity  oud  worth  vrerc  oxdud 
from  his  conltdence.  becauae  tliey  could  not  yicJd  Uii--  mlulatJuri   1 
desired.     U  niiHt  l>e  unhappy  for  nur  ofHiniiy  if  ever  a  maa  of  nk. 
diaracter  Hhonld  1h>  rutHfil  to  thi>  hna'l  of  cIk;  Union, 

I  have  re^'tfiv(jd  your  (»vur  of  lh«  9tti  of  Marob,  with  a  copy 
one  of  the  i'ixh  of  Fehrunry.  the  original  of  whidi  hiu  not  cor^o-^ 
to  hftiid.  1  lun  im;>HUerii  to  see  tliEi  munuflcript  of  which  li  iipriiiB*""  "°i 
not  doiilniiij;  it  will  \>c  Urtodil  to  iho  |iulOic,  and  at  any  ral«  t» 
part  of  ihuL  public  Bt;  a^urud,  if  it  n^sichu*  ma-,  I  will  ohser" 
your  (lirectionB,  atid  pureno  a  course  which  eliall  be^t  fulfil  ycv 
wish«>s. 

Nolwitli^tnnding  your  rca«oning  upon  the  nominatlona  for  Pet«'^r' 
burg  aod  the  I'urtc,'  1  have  uo  su^piclau  thut  tJierv  cxista  a  A  * 
position   towiird   ynu   pnrticnlarly  uiifncudly.     Tf   I   did,    I   woa-^ 
tliiichiiw  it  friuikly.      I   hIiiUI,  howuviT.  h^  »bl?  to  aaoertain 
precine  L-in.-iimsUuK'L>ti  of  tbusv  noniiuiilions  in  a  muiitli  or  two, 
if  there  he  auy  tliinj^  in  ibein  of  imjKjrlanco  you  shall  be  uifonu' 

Ie  hat,  often  occurred  to  me  thai  you  luid  Mr.  Kin;:  wottid  bl. 
009  mucb  for  the  Hciiiily  infonnHtioii  I  ^i\'e  ynu  of  what  |awsv« 
tllM  sidfl  of  the  wiitur,  and  espndjilly  th»t  I  Hhnnld  omit  to  exples^* 
wliy  the  United  States  reinaiu  in  eucli  an  alieiinl  otate  tu  Tehts"" 

>  Mr.  Kiiift,  iniiiitkr  to  KiiKliinil.liBd  lieonnppriinlitl  la  DOfKitiolr  a  fr**^*-^ 
with  Itiwitin  tlirniiirti  i>ie  ItiiMinn  minister  nt  I»ndon.  Mr.  Smirh,  onr  mtnief^'' 
al  Ijsboti,  liad  Wvn  n[ipnfnii-ii  to  m-iMtiiLtc  with  llie  I'Drto.  'I'iiu*  Mr.  Go*"* 
ffill<-(l  to  obtain  vltltcr  of  thu  i'U]pli>yiui<»ta  fur  which  be  had  expmteil  * 
(Iwiiv. 
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^PnnoB.  But  tlio  tmth  in  tluit  I  have  Itetin  dlwonngrd  frnm 
tMmpliiig  to  explaiu  a  <x>un«  of  conduct  irhicli,  after  it  was  eoDi- 
lenecd,  kaa  been  gui<lo4  by  aJNiMeat  and  caprice.  If  thtrc  wa«  a 
f(tm  in  tbe  heads  of  tJie  advisers,  lu  I  presume  lUere  wiu,  it  uovc-r 
1*  hoea  fully  ailupled  l>y  lliu  priuupal.  or  luw  btseu  relaa«il  fnmi 
alouAj.  Yoa  know  all  ihaL  ]  d(i  vi  the  chunwLer  of  the  a^JitA, 
id  }HHt  can  «a»ily  cnii4-«ivu  of  the  iiiui>ii8titt«iicie«  wlucb  tiivy  uiigbt 
txilice.  A  jealouAT  of  Pi<-k<triii{£  uihI  Wnloutt,  and  x  rvM-uliiiuol 
;altitta11  censBren  of  (iurry,  haw  ^reaU  v  dimiiiisbed  their  iiifluent.'e ; 
tlQe  men  of  iwotber  past  are  naturally  taken  into  fnvor,  aii<l  tbeir 
UMlionB  liatoncd  to.  The  old  j(.>aloiiBy  of  Ilaniillon  in  revived 
■l  tvufold  form  ;  aiid  e  vvu  liiu  raifriui;  aii  army,  ho  CHaeiitial  to  iho 
ol«ctioa  of  tbe  (l^vemtneot  and  country,  is  frowned  upon  by  Lh« 
^Bidenli  beeoiue  tt  tusy  display  llnmiltou'g  greaiiieM:  »o  diat 
t  UK  Dot  to  be  sttved,  Ust  tbe  uiau  nioBt  cunflpi4mou&  in  snvin^  lu 
oald  bo  oUJcd  saviour.  So  I  rend  our  poUctca,  hut  it  i^  chiefly 
tliouL  book. 

We  are  UmeuUng  the  dfalii  iif  Sumn«r,' wIii>h«  Iov«  in   irreiwr- 
le.     Ain(«  in  one  of  On>  nyimril  to  Lifntt'niuil-GuTortior  Gitl, 
t  whether  he  will  be  Uateaed  to  I  don't  know. 
Fartin-bll.  Youra,  G-  C. 


Cabot  to  Pickeuisg. 

BaonKLiKi,  July  B.  1700. 

^RjiR  Sir,  —  1  transmit  herewilb  a  copy  of  Mr.  Lowell's  orn- 

.  whidi  gave  great  pleiwure  to  the  auditory  on  Thnrwlay.     Tlio 

^dcnt  wtM  parlicoliu'ly  gratified  with  it,  and  dcrlarcd  his  appro- 

of  OTury  BeQtiinent  except  thwe  which  were  eomplinu-ntary 

iiutlf.     I  have  been  oflim  told  that  you  ini^ndi-*!  lu  iniike  a 

yonr  natale  tolum  in  the  couivo  of  thin  Bummer,  but  am 

^formed  that  you  havs  relinquished  the  design.     This,  if  true, 

L-aily  diuppoint  eery  many  here,  and  especially  your  affe«- 

[Criend,  ti.  C'auot. 

Cabot  to  PiCK.r.iii:fu. 

BiMKixLixK,  Si>pL  ft,  ITtWi 
tAH  Sir.  —  The  letter  dlrect&l  to   Mr.   Ijowell  waa  de- 
bini :  he  luu  lung  thuu^^ht  properly  on  (be  uubjeci  of 
It.  »ud  kriowK  !iow  to  eatimat«  tlie  men  wtio  support  our 

[increase  SuiniHr,  at  that  tlnu:  Goreraor  of  Maeuchatetts. 
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Tt  has  been  thonght  incredible  tlmt  [he  United  Statu  tboold  At 
this  [wriod  renfiw  thftir  negntiAliona  with  Fraiire:  tt  is  not  »oen 
that  any  giKKl  luiii  ciinio  of  it,  but  much  iruuble  may  mme.  trliicli 
might  otiit>n>rise  be  ttvoidvU.  It  in  mvre  /attidiousnfst  to  »t\y  'we 
ivitl  iicgoiiftti!  bc'Causc  w»  have  a  rigtit;  it  la  Qmxoti«m  to  Bup]X)Afi 
that  we  must  eiercLse  this  ri;;ht  to  jirove  that  we  potutuss  it,  or  to 
prevent  our  forlK'nraiitie  fntin  biniig  i[iipiu«il  to  feMT.  WhVD  *r*UT 
rlghta  arc  (]iii-)4iIotii^l,  thuy  miiiiit  b«  niaiiitaint^l  al  eveiy  huza-rti; 
biit  iicfilht^r  pni<luiice  nor  huiiur  rt-ipiirvs  u«  to  prxivoke  attacks. 

A  nogrttiAlion  with  France  will  ticres.'wiriiy  etdle  the  jeftlotu^«U 
not  tliP  rewiilment,  of  thfl  coalest'Ml  powers,  who  will  say  ttint  ll«**y 
are  fighting  for  u*  a»  well  as  lh(;rn§elves,  ami  tliat  the  security  »»i«*i 
tranquillity  w«  enjoy  are  th«  fruit  of  thtir  effort*  and  the  price  o( 
tiK-ir  bioutl;  tbut  it  is  a  tltHhouomblL'  tmlllc  uu  oiir  pan,  and  Isut 
for  their  ciieryie*  would  umn  appenr  to  be  iiiiRafe ;  atid,  SoaJIyi 
Ihiit  the  dispoiiitioti  of  ihe  cummon  uiif^niy  In  treat  with  iu  at  »•' 
ames  wholly  from  the  distrcKs  into  which  tfirif  bnvo  driven  bi***» 
and  that  tbo  end  he  proposes  by  it  is  a  reeruit  of  n)«aiu  to  onrt^fy 
ikem,  M  ujiy  iilfOA  i>f  this  sort  are  eDt^rlaiiied  by  the 
punt^rsi,  they  wiJI  fM>]  exaI^p'e^llterl  nt  our  orHiikint,  and  will  leail 
to  drend  ikelr  e;iir^'.(iHHAq  aii  much  as  we  have  droiiiltnl  tlioae 
France  ;  for  power,  we  well  Itiiow,  alwaye  uu^>uders  baughtttl 
insoU-iiL-u.  and  tnjusiiws.  It  appcarR  to  mo  wc  have  atreaily  •^ 
much  mtHiinderaianding  with  some  of  tJiem  as  can  be  either  bn**'^^ 
or  explaiuvd  with  good  humor  ;  and  it  is  Dot  easy  to  duoorer  b'^^ 
tre  are  to  avoid  downright  qunrrelii,  after  new  source*  oi  irritmt*^'* 
shall  be  opened. 

Thern  are  very  Jew  men  o£  information  or  reflecdoD  in  *!*•* 
quflrtfvr  who  do  not  feel  alarmed.  Our  preac^on  and  orato*^ 
almuHt  uuiversally  hiive  expressed  a  joy  at  the  separatioo  [r<"^ 
France,  and  a  confident  hope  that  wo  should  keep  aloof  from  li*^' 
influcncA,  polBons.  and  plngiitw  :  and  1  u'rtiiinly  do  noe  know  o*^* 
iu  tiTuuty  umuii;!  the  FLilt.'ni]i((l«  wliu  tliinks  thero  is  any  apolo£7 
ibr  att4!mpting  to  renew  the  ititi-rcom>e  in  any  shape. 

A  few  men  tr^i'  to  cousole  ihomi*Glvos  with  the  ooDfidcaoo  di^T 
place  in  Mr.  Klli>worLh  ;  but  the  ovit  i«  ne^titUivn,     If  the  diss'' 
tern  of  the  cam|)aign  are  iu>t  mitigated  by  BOtno  successes  to  t^ 
armii  of  Frunce.  bIiu  will  probably  graut  us  every  thing  in  promitit  t 
and  the  moru  shu  graiiLtt  in  lhi;4  way,  tJie  more  we  shall  be  eobsT' 
rassod  by  the  mensurc,  and  Elniilly  gain  uothing.     But  France  «3i 
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Treat  deal.  She  will  involre  lu  in  diffiouUieK,  ftTi<l  perhaps 
ii  her  eo^mies,  and  in  that  caxe  will  recover  all  her  in- 
iwrv ;  but  nitlinut  nrar  wbe  will  ^in  a  fttn^  acera»,  which 
'  «i->nLfi.  Yoit  hnow  my  ohstinat«  upmiotm  iifion  tlii^  natare 
Mi  repuMiatiiiKm  :  it  is  a  aiwliGcatiuu  of  tbu  Tilest  in4 
■  RinhiiioD  rh«  world  has  ever  Keen.  I  bcJieve  a  small 
of  Dumhora  In  Franco  can   be  found  who  woaM  not  be 

Ku  the  preaent  Bystwo  aDDUuilal<.>d,  aud  tliu  old  re^mt 
,  or  eome  «orC  of  moiiamhy.  I  have  no  doubt  such  a 
will  take  place  aooner  or  latpr.  If  military  events  aocel- 
I  the  new  gTjvemment  in  France  will  feel  no  partiality 
tlwae  who  have  ojficiinuly  and  unnecettarUg  ultndu-d  thcni- 
)  the  bloody  uaarpers,  as  the  present  regejits  will  be  culled. 
iw  of  the  subject  makes  the  Qogotiatioti,  at  least,  of  douhcful 
IS  regards  the  French  nattou.  You  ««  I  catiiiot  refraJTi 
rph'sing  myself  with  affairs  nhirh  art!  oominiliuil  to  butler 

But  I  will  not  t«ase  you  with  uU  my  iiuii3v<.'tur(.<G  or  appre- 
I.  I  pray  Heaven  to  bless  you,  and,  as  our  derg}'  cxpreu 
Bserve  to  you  tlie  spirit  of  your  statlou. 

ir  uffec-tioiiatis  and  faithful  frietiil,  Georoc  Caoot. 

PiCKRRi^o  TO  Cabot. 

TaR?rraM.  Sept.  IS,  ITM. 
!lR,  —  Tliis  fnomliig  I  Mwwivcd  your  favor  of  the  5lh. 
gsoD  hud  before  written  mo  ou  the  Bamu  f>ubje(rt;  anri, 
infonuation  as  I  can  give,  I  pray  you  to  read  my  answer 
rday  to  him.  after  which  I  winb  the  letter  may  he  burnt. 
at  answer,  I  Iiare  said  that  but  for  recent  evciu«,  intending 
hoftc  in  Fraitee.  the  attempt  to  divert  the  Prewident  from 
Aiation  oould  not  havu  b»on  made.  After  the  ^ni  noui- 
»f  Mr.  Murray,  inntn-wl  of  rejecting  the  project  uWoluiely, 
Mrters  of  {Tovemmenl  iliought  uo  remedy,  or  rathfr  |ia!liH> 
s  pmcticable  hut  the  nominating  of  threo  oommii^siiniierit  in 
e  of  one.  The  principle  was,  an  I  undenttiHHl,  dial  ilie 
[ua  had  from  the  beginning  dn^lurfd  llmt  flic  Sunati*  liad 
kto  Judge  of  a  iMtmtre  of  tho  kind,  but  only  of  tlift  men 
Bto  execute  it.  This  principle,  huviiij'  bi-en  from  the  for- 
P  tlie  government  advaix^t  anfl  ailvoc»ted  by  (be  Federal* 
lo^  cm  the  occaiMoD  of  Murray's  uomiuiitiou,  hodoparted 
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from   witliout  uiconsisteDcjr.      I  liave   oerer  dc1ib«rftt«d  oo  Uus 

point,  but  U\kGii  it  u;)  as  I  foiiiid  iu  I  wiith,  however,  that  iha 
fllnnd  bad  now  bc^nmode.  I  wUh  thn  project  n(  negouAtinf;  nith 
Fmiice.  sucli  as  she  then  was,  had  been  peremptorily  rejected.  U 
a  vote  of  rejection  could  have  lirfti  ohtuiiiwl,  of  wbich  tbf re  wm 
at  liiiHt  aom«  duubt:  thu  weak  &i\d  timid  FedoniUtits  manifesting 
a  <tit.]K)siciou  Co  join  tb«  aiiti«  for  tlie  ettku  uf  ptaet,  Tlie  buuu- 
iiulioit  of  Hitilmoiulorx  aud  other  forejfjn  iuint«ter«  B«ems  to  tm 
different  fmra  the  Doininatii')ii  of  jiidpe/i  and  tiiher  offirers.  Ot  th^i 
Intter,  the  duty  ajid  the  extent  of  their  powers  are  prescribed  bj 
the  known  lawa  of  thin  land,  and  therefore  Dothiiif;  remain*  foi 
the  Si'iiaie  to  jiul^rn  at  hut  tiiH  titiiiMS  or  unfitness  of  the  mmlidatH 
for  the  otiice*  to  which  they  are  noiiiiniL(«d  by  the  President.  But, 
in  foreign  affairs,  the  Senate  have  B  right  of  judging  wliKher  aaj 
and  what  «[iccJal  relations  )«Iiall  be  forme*!  with  other  fiuvernjnil 
aiid  8tate«,  the  pim-er  nf  nialitng  Ireatiei}  being  vested  iu  tbetn  ill 
coiicnrretife  with  the  President. 

And  why  nut  the  initiaiii-s  as  well  us  tlie  conduding  powerl 
Why  not  of  deciding  leforehaud  wliether  any  connedion  shoiild 
bo  formed,  iw  afierreards  whether  tlie  proposed  terms  and  oondi- 
tiouH  of  the  eouueetioii  are  i^uJtitury  or  hostile  to  the  inlereiit«  o\ 
the  f  nited  Stnle*?  Why  i>hotiid  (he  perfert  right  and  frr^dom  ol 
jnd^n;^  in  the  Hiinate  Ik-  eonfroUM  by  an  indeiHindent  act  of  i1h 
President?  Did  not  the  Constitution  intend  to  vest  in  the  Scnatf 
the  like  independent  power  tu  reject  tr«atie«  formed  by  the  Predi 
deat.  as  to  rejeet  biils  formed  by  the  House  of  Hcpreoitntalires? 
In  tlie  latter  ea«e.  have  not  the  Senate  a  perfect  right  U>  rtjtt  U 
well  because  a  bill  is  fonndixl  in  nn  erroneous  prineipio  at  foi 
defective  or  improvident  prorisiong  in  the  cujieting  chiu»ea?  But 
is  not  the  Senate  forocloaed  from  judging  of  tlic  prinrifJt  of  4X 
treaty,  by  previously  assenting  to  the  nonilnatioo  of  uuuistetB  lo 
negotiate  it  ?  And  if  afu^rwai-dn  they  reject  one,  when  th«  articles 
are  adaptt'd  to  tho  HnhjcH-tfi  trealtMl  an,  will  it  not  exposQ  tlM  eoon- 
try  Xii  Ibe  n-pioach  of  had  faith  t 

I  remeuil'i^r  to  have  rt^ail  in  ibe  reronls  of  my  office  s  report 
made  to  President  Wiuhington,  in  1792,  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  of  ceN 
tain  terms  lo  be  proposed  iu  a  treaty  with  S[iain,  and  a  sutmissioa 
of  it  In  the  Spnute  for  l\\f\v prrvious  opinion  and  advice;  and  llieir 
opinion  ami  a<lvice  were  given. 

As  I  have  never  before  conudered  this  subject,  my  reuonjn^ 
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withe  very  wiM  anil  inonnrlittive.     X  tntut  prvmniA  it  ht  M^  slacs 

ttt  priu<ri[)le  baa  beea  so  lung  %\qix  discasse^  nad  •ettled  bjr  nwu 

/ram  whtuu   I   pW«  my««U  Al  ^  bnmlile  dUtanor^     Unt,  if  lli«ir 

cwarruriiiin  is  tlm  only  one  of  wIiMt  the  foustihitinn  will  arlmit,  it 

u  liim*  il  was  cluiiigt^.     Kr^mi  wimt   1   have  hviird  of  the   Preei- 

detii't  iipinion  on  this  Rnbjrri.  I  pi>iv«ive  (hitt  *iich  a  preciuut  iii(tT< 

jxwjiion  d(  tlie  Senale  with   their  nrlvice  and   opinion  ivunht  bo 

(faenmt  as  iinvarranutble  and  uaboly  as  it  was  for  so  uiiaiioiuted 

jiriftii  lo  tonch  the  Jewish  ark. 

I  hare  tbi:i  wtx'k  soni  lo  the  Fnsidciil  n  drai^ht  of  instructions 
tn  thv  envoys.  i>i  arttled  hervwilb  my  collungiiev.  Pur»ui)nt  to  the 
Pre«i(li-nrft  orders,  I  at  the  sanie  time  M'nt  the  presA  copy  of  tbeid 
r  to  Air.  KlUwnrtb.  Tlii»  exwileiit  imui.  nhen  here  iu  August.  MW 
IK>  altf'niative  hut  that  he  must  go.  The  mhsicijiieiit  change*  in 
Kun>iM*,  ami  r^piM^ialty  iii  Fnincii,  I  ibuik  must  chann:e  bin  ideas. 
I  vritb  you  would  writv  bim  upou  it,  und  pruposv  his  «tt«mpUug  to 
■liasiude  the  Pr««idont  from  the  pumnit.  I  aho  will  write  him. 
Tfaere  b  nothing  in  politics  ho  more  detects  than  ibift  minion,  and 
itotltinj;  in  nnlure  he  mare  drp-iilit  LhAtt  the  voyaj^e  ncrOM  tlie 
wifl(>  Atlantic.  Gnvemor  Duvte*  is  evidently  pleased  with  the 
ba8ine»»;  biiL  hia  lutter  to  tnc  was  prior  to  the  Ial»  urrivabi  from 
Enr»j|ie.  I»  there  no  mau  near  l\iv  Pwsidi'iit,  whose  opinion  ho 
<nll  rcspcf^  believing  it  to  be  given  iiincert^ly  for  his  honor  and 
fl'^rji,  as  well  ax  for  his  country'ii  good  ? 

Bjy  chief  eJerk  has  found  ihe  report  of  Mr.  Jeffernoii,  before 
■neutioned  ;  and  I  endosD  the  rtuulve  wliich  the  Senai^  pntt^^l  ojwa 
i' the  IClh  of  Mnreb,  1792.  I  feel  mywlf  obliged  by  all  your 
com lumiimlionN.  and  pray  you  to  coutitiuo  ibcm.  being  as  sincerely 
»»  ix**pet:tfnlly  yours,  TiMOTHT  PiCKERtXG. 


Cjlbot  to  Pickerixo. 

BanoKUXS,  SL<pl.  22,  17EI0. 
Mt  dear  Sir.  — As  soon  as  T  wns  rniide  to  believe  that  ttie 
ixw  eDvuy%  were  actually  going  to  France,  I  sot  down  and  penned 
'^  iib«ervali(ju«  ouulaiuod  in  the  eiiclu«ed  six  numbets.  My 
iDMne  was  aolely  to  preaent  to  tlie  PreAidnnt  a  view  of  the  nnhject 
^tlwligbcin  which  U  appeared  to  almost  every  man  whu«a  opiu- 
^  W  respected  three  years  ago. 

1  did  not  however  feel  satistied  that  it  would  not  drag  him  before 
'^e  public  eyOf  by  the  diwiisRions  which  it  would  excite.     I  there* 
1  Of  Korth  Carolina. 
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ibie  did  not  publish.  Wbep  you  hnve  run  them  over,  and.  If  ^oa 
please,  sbevru  thc-ni  lo  our  frifucl  Mr.  Wolcntt,  you  maj  mcIoAe 
Uicin  lo  me  in  a  bliiuk  cover. 

Vour  fuithful  friend,  Georce  Cabot. 

I  luive  this  moment  received  your  tavor  oE  the  13tb,  wbk'h  I 
will  answer  by  the  next  [lost. 

A  plain  nnd  perspicuous  statement  has  been  sltt^mptod  of  ibe 
few  leading  ideas  which  occur  on  ihe  report  of  the  tliiy.  ttial  a  new 
cnrgo  o(  envoys  is  s|iftp<Jily  to  lift  shipp<>cl  for  Franc<>.  Upon 
review  uf  what  is  wrilLuu,  I  uuiifcsti  there  duus  not  apjiear  to  dm 
any  wiffiriMit  motive  for  the  pnUlicjttion,  but,  on  the  contrnnr,  U 
niJiy  protliKf  an  unnccei«sary  irritation.  If  any  thing  oonld  be 
done  at  this  hour,  it  must  be  by  an  able  display  of  the  subject,  b  B 
private  letter  to  Elbtworth,  which  might  engage  him  to  expostnUie 
itrongly  with  the  Prcittduut,  and  refuse  to  go. 

[^Memo,  of  pastaget  fi^m  tomt  papert  of  Gtorgt  Cahot,  of  Srpf- 

22.  1793.] 

Having  described  the  cliaracter  of  tlie  French  goTem' 
ment,  he  says:  — 

"With  such  a  power,  there  ought  lo  be  no  tmce,  and  there  *»" 
bft  no  peace  hut  at  the  expense  of  national  houor  and  notiM*! 
Bafeiy.  A  peace  with  eiich  a  power  is  a  bridge  for  an  enetn^  f* 
advani'^e  upon  into  the  country  he  means  lo  (le*troy." 

"  While  FnincB  is  governed  by  men,  or  principle*  goch  tts,  h»v* 
governed  her  for  several  yenrsj  we  have  only  the  option  to  be  li^ 
*  enemies '  or  her  '  slaves.' " 

"  The  (Irepatirliea  of  oiir  envoys  disclosed  our  daogen.  and  |H** 
au  end  to  tlio^u  ddu»lL>nii  which  bad  MlmuMt  consuimnated  our  nuo* 
"The  people  were  then  made  sensible  that  in  %'ain  wo  had  dnu'^ 
of  thft  cii|i  of  hurniliati^jn  lo  its  very  dregs.  They  saw  the  (it»» 
error  of  Switzerland  and  other  Statee,  and  were  eouvinecd  lb»*' 
under  Providence,  they  mnst  tnist  lo  their  arm«  at  laitt  for  ifc* 
ficturiiy  of  iheir  most  'precions  interejfts.'  'Thee©  interests,'  lb* 
l'n,'!!.ideiil  has  lately  assured  us,  *ai-e  gttU  held  in  jeop«r<Iy  by  ihff 
haslile  detiffts  tiTiii  insidiout  artt  of  a  foreign  nation,' — Flinw» 
It  is  DOW  B  problem  how  a  treaty  cui  bo  made  with  France,  which 
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win  not  ho  WneflrW  Ut  her,  and  injiipions,  t>r  al  hftt  fruitlaa,  to 
tb  L'iiite(t  Stales." 

"From  Uie  nature  and  cnnslhutlun  of  the  rvvolulionar^  system, 
France  k  ami  niusl  roiiliiiut%  irreniiniliilily  hostile  to  every  ind*. 
f^deot  State.  Tf  fihe  strops,  ohe  stoo|><t  only  to  conqner.  She 
Kiqst  aim  at  cootrolling  by  art  and  intrigue  tliosu  wbom  lier  arms 
A>  uoi  reach." 

"Fnmre  St  this  momeut  wUl  grant  us  in  promittt  whatever 

n  «tioiili)  be  liki-ly  to  dwiiaiiil ;  yet,  an  fAx  aoknowterlge*  no  obli> 

ffMiDB  but  that  of  phfisiral  forte,  it  is  evident  tliat  whatever  wa 

Mmeile  niiut  he  in  effect  gratuitooa.     Should  vre  give  only  the 

oHbiary  prirtlegu  of  honpitalHy  to  hi.>r  tnr(.>ndiiiric-s,  vrc  should 

■^tit  see  some  part  ol  our  outititry  on  Tire,  if  the  |)i-e»eiit  order 

<^f  tliinift  in    Fraii(«  U  rtLtinbiiiit^l.     Tliil  if  llmt  unlf^r  Ih  luinihi* 

'at*d.  ag  it  prohaUy  wiU  be  ta  the  handf  ftf  Fr^tchmeft,  it  may 

^ppeu  that  (he  new  government  will   not  regard  ns  friendB  tboiie 

^'h»  hftre  officioinl^  and  utinnvuanVy  aaaociated  with  thtir  bloody 

I      'i'nint  asorjiera,  aa  the  revoludonists  may  then  bo  i^iyled." 

^k       Vtdi  reaped  to  **  the  interesta  and  feelingn  of  tlie  other  greaA 

^  pOweri  at  war.  it  ia  true  that,  while  we  respect  tlie  nghte  of  other 

'Atinnfl,  we  are  not  accountable  to  tbem  for  the  discretion  with 

^bich  we  exerciie  our  own.     But  iro  cannot  bo  insensible  that 

"^titms  in  thenuelves  strictly  lawful  are  often  highly  luexjiedieuu 

the  ii«e  of  the  clearetit  righta  and  in  the  pretiervatinn  nf  imanl* 

^d  honor,  prudenm  piidfji  the  individiLn].  ami  pidirv  inn$it  guide 

•e  nalioa.     In  a  contest  like  the  prL-senU  where  every  thing  ll  at 

*^ke,  the  sensibility  of  the  eomttntant*  will  be  lively,  their  Jeal- 

'"'sy  quick,  and  rEsentment  strong.     Tlie  malesced  powers  fetd  — 

^Aeit  no  onir  cwt  rfcMy^that  they  are  fighting  tlie  Uittle"  of  every 

If^'le pendent  pi-ople  as  ncll  as  their  own,      It  ctuitmt  be  fxin.*cterl, 

tncrefore,  that  they  wonld  set;  the  Iriendly  overtures  of  any  ooUQ- 

^*7-r  M  the  common  enemy,  without  great  emotions.     It  would  be 

'  t\ew  thins  under  the  flun,  if  such  a  transaction  should  not  en- 

gcthjer  distrust  and  give  birth  to  every  hostile  seutiment." 

l^When  tho  French  IpgislntHre  paused  the  law  prohibiting  the 
Mmiral  powen  to  carry  on  any  commerce  with  Englan-i,  or, 
*hicii  wtt«  tho  same  thing,  declaring  the  produce  and  tnanufao- 
I'l'M  of  tho  British  good  prize  in  neutral  vef^ui'lg.  although  the 
pnperty  of  neiitraliL,  and  veMelA  and  rnrgoeH  «td>jei'L  to  coiiliac*- 
^,  I  thought  that  this  outrage  apoti  the  rights  of  all  noliotLi 
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would  littve  jnAti6cd  flreat  Britain  in  connlepacting  it  by  prohit^l 
iog  tbfl  ticutiul  imtiotiK  Li>  Ikivu  atiy  commerce  wiili  Fnuioe,  c»>^ 
enrnr<:iii){  lite  pnihiliitiou  liy  lh<a  c.t|>l.ui-e  atul  conliscnliuD  of  ^ 
VtiBseU  att«mpl:nj;  in  carry  it  on.  —  T.  P.} 

**SevM)ty  milHonit  of  Hnllani.  in  a  late  letl«r  ad<)rosM»l  to    cXa 
cili2«iiH  uf  tlio  I'uitod  SiKltM,  citizou  tiarluw'  u-IU  us  haw  b«9«M 
takeu  froiii  u»  by  tlie  Freucb.     Prolfably  citizuii  Barluw  exmgg^m 
alen  Uin  an^ount;  but,  howerer  this  luiiy  be,  he  hiirdly  atk-ciipLs   Cd 
pHJIiate  tht!  iitrcH;ity  of  lliln  immpiiiie  robl)ery,alihotigh  be  i^  the  torfi 
of  the   Uirwtory ;  anil  yet  to  this  uiomeut  wi^  have  not  ilarvol  t^ 
miiki*  n'|»rin«U  nn  V vouch  property .'    Tbo  restraining  our  capture* 
to  the  ariaed  vl-^kvU  of  Fmucu  u  a  humiliuliou  of  our  vuuiitr^ 
which  baa  been  too  lon^  |>rotr:icto'1  ah->»idy:  and  il»  continua&M' 
after  Conjp'eBa  Ahnll  tnfft  will  he  witbnnl  exrn^ifs  iirileHS  ve  are  if 
fact  cuurtitig  tbos^'  whum  wti  riHiUy  dotent,  aud  whose  frifmdibi|P 
ercry  good  man  dreads." 

Cabot  to  PicKznrNo. 

n«.HiKLisB,  Sopt.  S3,  ITMi 
Mr  DKAK  SiH,  —  I  very  early  turned  my  atleoLion  to  tba 
power  of  the  Stinate  in  the  ap}><jiiitmeut  of  ofOcers.  I  do  not 
re(X>llcct  that  I  ever  (liuugbt  tbr^  ffrms  of  the  Coiuttitiition  wonid  b« 
bet[«r  satisfied  with  the  ilsc  of  ihiil  powur  in  ihv  limiled  manner 
conttmded  fr>r  by  the  Fedcrah'j»l«  thsji  by  the  e»tent  oonlended  for 
by  their  opponenls;  but  I  never  duuhted  that  tJie  limitation  of  tba 
FoderHllHlK  was  ab»nbitelr  ciei-esnary  to  prevent  the  exwuiive  power 
from  pa'i-'in:;  Into  the  haijd<>  of  a  mW.  I'nder  this  oont-ictioo,  I 
I  easily  adopted  the  idea  tliat.  the  power  of  tbu  .Senate  wa«  to  no  ' 
«ense  inilt'aiivt  or  even  actitrt,  hut  nefftitiee  and  ceitsorial,  and  wa» 
never  to  hn  exercised  hut  in  mav^  where  the  pertn»»  prQ|>ow.-d  for 
oQico  wwrw  unjit.  I  have  always  rejected  the  idea  of  non-coocor- 
rence  with  a  nomination  merely  Ijeeau^b  lh«  nominee  wa«  leci 
suitable  for  iha  olllce  than  ihoiDtandti  of  others  :  he  muH  be  posi- 
tively unfit  for  tbe  olhi-e,  aud  the  public  duty  not  likely  to  be  )>er> 
formed  by  him.  to  juritify  in  my  mind  the  nnn-concttrretir«t.  It  has 
alwayH  ap])eiu-ed  tu  nie  that  a  dejiaruire  from  thia  principle  wotdd 
aoou  wDMt  from  the  Preniiient  altogether  the  essence  of  the  tuHm* 
nsting  power,  vhich  it  the  powfr  of  teiectinff  officer*;  aud  I  am 
fUlly  persuaded  thai  the  disposal  of  oiI\cc«  is  of  all  thugs  the 

)  Joel  Dnrtow,  afurwardi  muuster  lo  France  diuiug  Ur.  Uadlson'i  sd- 
miuiatraUon. 
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BKMtdan^rous  to  a  boAf  of  men.     The  motivM  to  provwle  for  Oiq 

^rivnds  of  each  otber,  »ni\  to  feed  their  clepentlanta,  are  bo  power> 

fill.  (h«t  ihcT  will  iilwava  be  yielded  to  by  men  wlio  do  doI  stand 

*ndintiuti/li/  tet<\toa»H>\Q  lo  public  opinioQ.     I  nni  jioreitaded  thai 

Atkv  budy  of  m«ii  an   Diun^rottit  as  lht<  St^Dalc,  [MiKHH^^in^  tfwii  a 

power,  hon*evcr  pure  tbi-y  may  have  hc*m  (triipiially,  will  be  cor- 

mpled  by  it,  and  will  corrupl  others.     With  rwpect  to  tlie  power 

of  Uta  8«iuUe  in  making  Ereaties.  I  believe  in  nMUcn  of  sucb 

i^reot  momeat  it  wa»  well  to  provide  tluii  tlieir  lanrftini  should  Im 

K^veu  Lo  tri>atie*  liefore  Lliey  aiitit)  hsve  the  foroe  of  lawn,  <jr  be 

bitytiug  on  the  ontiou.     It  It  a  clirdc  upon  the  President  that  may 

be  always  salutary  by  way  of  prevetiLion  of  aboaes,  and  is  a  quiet 

and  effvctual  remedy  in  llie  \*»t  rpsurtd  ;  but  the  tame  sort  of  ob- 

jvfatoiii  ftA  are  made  to  tlieir  nharitig;  ncJually  with  the  Presidt^nt 

the  power  of  appoiDluieDt  to  oULce  apply  to  their  ^liariiij;  iu  tlie 

actual  manajfcment  of  foreign  relititoDii.      If  the  Senate  of  the 

tJailed  Stat«a  should  be  admitted  to  possess  the  ri^  to  determine 

a  priitri  what  forvigti  conuuutious  should  be  soug^bt  or  Bhunucd,  I 

should  fear  that  they  would  soon  exhibit  ihc  humiliating  «poo- 

(*c]g  of  caps  and  haljt,  which  eo  long  and  so  Dalurolly  appeared  in 

"Woden.'     I  oonfeNA  to  you  my  opinion  that  republirun   };ov<^rn> 

nietits  have  never  yet  hod  a  fair  ex]>eriiiu'nt  m  the  world,  chii'tly 

"'''**ail»e  they  have  never  ooustituled  the  supreme  executive,  at  iho 

AiUne  time  aingle  and  inde|>ende&t,  of  competent  force  and  auincient 

uiit-ation.     U  a  free  government  is  a  goTernment  of  laws,  comiiitu- 

^<MiaUy  euacte>).  there  ought  alwaya  to  exi»t  a  )>ower  to  execute 

tho«e  laws;  otherwise  it  ia  a  facljon  governs  instead  of  the  law«. 

■n^  pre&idential  authority  of  the  United  StalcA  will  dwindle  to 

"t'tliing,  if  the  policy  of  tb©  Senate  should  w  far  diauge  that  tl\>?y 

*^*Ume  to  them«i>1ve»,  and  deng  to  the  President,  all  the  pow4.-r  ihe 

-*  Bj*  iW  ifrcat  liniilatunM  biipowil  on  the  fovkI  powrr  aftt-r  l\\e  ili-tttli 

0*  C^ric*  Wi.,  the  Diet  liecftin«  tll-powtrful.    CmiBMling  of  fnur  nrtJen, 

BObln,  borgherv,  drrg;,  anil  pbMantA,  the  Diet  wu  aLvay*  tnrlmlcnt,  and 

»•*<*«>  frew  lo  be  corrupl.  The  •*  Halt "  wore  thoiC  who  wiihi-d  to  inriicornto 

•**  Tttval  poKpr,  whiih  tbp  "•  Cap*  "  touglil  to  %\\\\  furthtT  ilimiiiith.     'I'he 

'Capt"  (rere  in  (lie  \imy  of  Ru>iia,  and  tliu  "  Ual»  "  «utm  aoU  thtrnui^Wea  tu 

^*aoce.    TbOM  mUerable  intri{iii<-B  aiulturbnliMiC  fliMi-nMoni  wrrv  At  ih«ir 

Wj[te  dnrliiK  the  rrign  rd  Atloiplmi  Fredcrit-k  (1761-1771).    This  ton  and 

'"cooMw  d(  Fred«Hc,  G^uuiviu  UL,  relivUvd  uimU»l  tlib  wUoiu  lei{ltlatlve 

T^wai)',  MKampniiied  hj  fun^iitn  inlerfcrt^nce.    By  a  well-cxpL'uttxl  otm/i 

••*.  be  prenlirew  the  power  of  ihe  Diet,  and  converted  the  raosl  limiiml 

i^narchj  in  Earupo  into  one  of  the  mint  abM>Iat«. 

ID 


-^-i 


242 


LIFE  AND  LETTERS  07  GEOROC  CABOT. 


[ITW] 


worrfi  of  the  Constltutian  will  unow.  I  am  seoBilile  there  are  ev*^ 
hoth  wajrs,  and  tli(>  c»[)ri(.Te  n-hich  Uan  been  dUcovcred  to  goiv'* 
■omo  most  Important  dt-'t^mituatioiifl  Icarlii  one  Ut  Iaj-  leu  stnu^^ 
\hc  uilvuiitii^o  of  individufU  respongibiiUtf  than  ahatracl  reiisoain^ 
]iroiDi#v;  still,  liowwor,  it  i«,  iu  my  opiaion,  the  boot  part  ot  oi*'' 
Fedftra]  theory.  I  certainly  <7o  not  mean  to  fl«((er  when  I  altriboC^ 
to  this  priiLciple,  opemting  tliroiigh  the  medium  of  the  exenitiv^ 
departinfiits,  tvtiy  thing  exceHeal  which  hu  been  doue  by  tb^^ 
government. 

I  well  remi?mber  the  hnsinesB  of  tbe  Spanuh  trenty,  and  I  thinly 
I  vras  one  of  tlie  committee  lo  whom  the  reference  wai  mode.  A- 
numbcr  of  commercinl  poiuts  were  examined,  and  the  Senate  B4;r(«*l 
ttinl  tlivy  would  ratify,  dec.  This  was  abundant  eautiom  oa  tlio 
part  of  the  Prf*id«nt,  and  wiw  not  ftupposcd  to  be  a  in«asan}  wbirJi 
the  Senate  could  witli  any  propriety  have  moved  in,  ualttt  rtfuind 
iy  th«  President. 

The   arguments  you  have  us>od  arc  better  than   tliotw   1  heatd- 
In  the  S»uat«  on  that  side  uf  tlie  question.    They  are  snfficient  !»- 
warmut,  perlnips,  the  cumitruutiou  they  advocate,  if  tliat  ooDBtructioca- 
woiUd  in  fii'^t  be  propitiitu»  to  the  bodl  ad  mi  ni4t  ration  of  the  gov- 
ernment.    You  Bce  I  give  you  my  unuudieil  seutimeuta  with  ^k 

fraiiknesa  which  would  neetl  apology,  if  eepnraled  from  other  tenti 

mcttta  wliidi  I  indulge  with  pride  and  pteaxare.     Mr.  T,  Willi 
has  juxt  rticuivud  a  pa.mphlet  coiitatuing  Sir  William  Koolt'eopini 
arid  dfcisiock  on  the  tthips  capturvnl  under  tbu  Swedtafa  convoy.      S 
was  allowed  only  twenty  minutes  to  mo  it  over,  but  I  saw  enoog^Ks 
to  make  me  umu  it  should  be  sent  to  you,  anleaa  H  immediate!  .^ 
go&s  thi'ough  the  preits. 

I  remain  your  liiithfal  fritind,  aud  much  obliged 

George  Cabo'»'- 

P.  S.  I  had  written  to  Mr.  Ellflworth  through  the  medium  ^* 
Ciovemor  Trumbull,  and  received  his  answer  before  your  stigje^** 
lion.  I  rcjoioed  to  find  he  thinks  precisely  u  we  do  on  the  geoer*^ 
nieriia. 


PiCKEKixo  TO  Cabot. 

TBKXTWf.  8«pt.  99.  ITOOl 
Dear  Sir. —  I  have  just  received  your  favor  of  the  23tt    Witi 
respect  to  the  appointment  to  office  by  a  body  of  men,  I  have  for  » 
long  series  of  years  entertained  the  same  opinion  which  yon  oxpres*  • 
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And   jet  there  are  exceptions  which  produce  no  mischief,  as  in 
Connecticut,  where  even  the  judges  are  annually  appointed  by  the 
legiglatit-e  body.     But  such  are  the  excellent  habits  of  the  people 
of  that  BmaU  State  that  the  executive  as  well  as  Judicial  ot&ces  are 
•n  fact  held  during  good  behavior.     The  ideas  I  expressed  on  the 
treaty-making  power  were  those  of  the  moment,  arising  as  I  wrote, 
^hey  concerned  a  question  which,  having  been  settled  before  I  came 
Uito  the  administration,  I  had  never  heard  discussed,  and  which,  for 
^ant  of  an  occasion,  had  never  exercised  my  own  reflections ;  and, 
pressed  by  the  existing  evil,  my  thoughts  reached  after  an  imme- 
diate, I  should  rather  say  direct,  remedy.     It  is  doubtless  best 
that  the  initiative  power  in  making  treaties  should  rest  with  the 
I*resident ;  and,  as  foreign  powers  know  that  the  validity  of  his 
atipulatioDB  depends  on  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  they  will  accord- 
ingly make  their  calculations.     The  secrecy  necessary  in  negotiat- 
ing would  be  impracticable,  if  the  Senate  were  to  partake  in  the 
&rst  stages  thereof;  and  this,  when  writing  you  before,  struck  me 
Ko   forcibly,  that  I  conceived  the  Senate  should  be  previously  con- 
sulted only  on  the  single  question, —  Shall  any  treaty  be  formed 
w^th  such  a  foreign  power? 

{Confidaaial.) 

"With  your  letter,  I  received  this  morning  one  from  Mr.  Ellsworth, 
d3.t«d  the  26th,  in  which  he  quotes  from  a  letter  he  had  just  re- 
ceived from  the  President  the  following  words:  "The  convulsious 
in  France,  the  change  of  the  Directory,  and  the  prognostics  of  a 
greater  change,  will  certainly  induce  me  to  postpone,  for  a  longer 
<•*■  shorter  time,  the  mission  to  France."     These  are  the  very  rea- 
»c»xi8  (to  be  sure,  very  obvious  ones)  which,  with  the  assent  of  my 
^lleagues,  I  had  stated  to  the  President  as  motives  for  suspending 
^e  mission  in  a  letter  the  receipt  of  which  he  has  acknowledge^!, 
™t  without  expresnug  himself  so  strongly  as  in  the  above  jmssage 
to  Ur.  Ellsworth.     I  have  indeed  supposed  that,  not  having  conde- 
^'^Dded  to  consult  us  in  the  origin  of  this  humiliating  business,  we 
■honid  not  be  the  first  to  be  made  acquainted  with  a  suspension 
°''  abandonment  of  it:  it  would  savor  of  concession.     Before  this 
'inches  you,  another  promising  circumstance  will  be  known  to  you, 
—  hii  departure  from  Quincy  for  Trenton,  where  he  will  meet 
"^rs.  Ellsworth  and  Davie  and  the  heads  of  departments  prior 
to  a  final  determination.     It  has  therefore  happened  well,  probably, 
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that  the  publictttioii  of  "C«to"'wiw  omitted.     Yow  will  find    tht 
BIX  numbers  enclosed.     Mr.  Wolcoct  hii5  reiul  them. 

I  am  mo«t  truly  yours,  Tixotbt  Fickebm^a 

1  have  recpiverl  from  Mr.  King  Sir  WiUiftin  Scott's  opinion  an** 
dfclfiuii  on  the  Swediiih  convoy.  The  iudlructions  lo  our  urmt.*" 
venBuU  conform  to  Uih  doc-lrine  he  lavs  down.  Havo  yiu  ffM  B*r" 
low's  late  letUT,  aiWn-sHpd  to  the  citiifpns  nf  the  United  Suite*,  »** 
whii^h  lie  lelU  \^s  that  '^  snvttiity  mtlliouB  of  ilnttarn  have  been  tike'' 
from  iw  by  the  French"?     1  have  not  seeu  U. 

Ci.BOT  TO  WOLCOTT. 

BxoOKLlitB.  Oct.  10,  ITM 

Mr  i>K\R  Sir,  —  I  ought  immecliatvly  on  rvcfipt  of  your  favor 
of  the  :!il  to  hiive  maiie  the  nckiiowledginunt ;  Nit  I  procraxtiitaleil 
it,  upon  the  idea  lliai  I  xliould  accompany  it  with  a  few  remiirks  od 
th^  obHer^'iilioua  you  had  Diadt!  on  ItriUfh  Knnnce!^  and  l)i(;  efF«cU 
which  mi^ht  iiltimaiuly  h«  felt  Aera  in  cjiae  of  tJieir  dcrangi>tn«aU 

I  am  IViri'llilj'  etrurk  witli  Ihe  inipurtancu  of  your  opinions,  and 
we  in  th*'m  a  nt>w  motivfi  to  regrpt  the  unforirmatc  meafiures  of 
our  enwutivB.     I  iJiink.  hnwpver,  that  the  resoiiroea  of  Great  Brit- 
ain  havi>   aln-nys  lieen   underrated.     An  induelrioils,  enterprinog^ 
and  ingenious  nation,  poaseBiung  almost  oxclnsively  and  necorel,^- 
the  uavtgatiun  nud  tni'liii^  atui^W  ul  tbruu-i{uarCurB  of  Uie  glolie.  aacS. 
ft  targe  [>ortit>ii  f^if  iko  skill,  inadiiiit-ry,  and  cjipilal  of  ils  tniumrno— 
tun»,  anil  all  the  advanta^s  of  thef^e  well  protected  u>  the  indivBl. — 
ual   projirielors  by  a  llWral,  justi  and   eiuble  govenimeiit.  offer  a» 
mass  of   pnxluctive  powt-r,  iJiu  I'rutU  of  wbidi  cau  hardly  l>e  C»M  - 
culiitvd, 

1  Huw  plitiidy  at  the  luomenL  l>ank<nuleo  were  not  excluMgeabl.^ 
for  gold  and  silver  at  die  option  of  the  holder,  that  tliCM  BWtal* 
wei'L'  no  lou^^r  the  uoa^iure  uf  value.  I  have  been  B»louUhed  to 
see  tbi-  papt-r  siipportcd ;  and  I  do  not  cx]M%t  lo  «■*  ihU  sujpp^r* 
cuntiuue.  unleda  tlie  paper  ttliall  in  foA  lie  exdian«i'ahle  at  llaO 
plcaiure  of  the  holder.  Guld  and  silver  mukt  lueviiubly  disappc*'' 
aooit  aftor  the  depreciation  of  jinper  appears ;  but,  all  lhi»  be-ing 
jierfuctly  uudurstood,  it  is  pretiuiuahle  that  those  who  guide  i^*' 
affairti  of  ibe  uatloii  wilt  either  rettirn  and  adh«re  rigidly  to  the 

^  'ni«  tifpialare  under  nrhlcU  Mr.  Caboi  wrvte  ibcaaiin  of  piip«n  v*' 
publUhpcl  at  th»  tint*,  but  givrn  above,  pp.  3!li9-340. 
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metals,  or  introduce  a  p&per  sytttm  which  shall  accommodate  their 
necessities,  and  finally  relieve  the  nation  from  some  part  o£  its  bur- 
den. But.  in  either  course,  the  society  ought  not  to  be  disorganized ; 
and,  constituted  as  they  are  and  abounding  in  means,  I  should  think 
motives  could  not  be  wanting  to  preserve  the  order  of  the  state 
while  the  operation  is  performing.  If,  however,  it  be  true  that  the 
passioDB  of  the  nation  must  be  occupied  in  a  foreign  war  to  prevent 
their  employment  at  home,  such  a  war  mast  be  with  the  great 
powers  of  Europe,  or  it  will  not  be  sufficiently  interesting.  Indeed, 
eery  war  into  which  France  or  England  enters  may  he  expected 
to  engage  them  both  as  adversaries;  and  this  great  rivalry  seems 
to  me  to  furnish  a  strong  motive  with  each  of  them  to  avoid  push- 
mg  tu  to  hostility.  I  cannot  deny  that  what  you  suggest  as  a 
tneaDB  of  preserving  their  artists  and  manufacturing  capitals  will  be 
likely  to  occur  to  the  British  cabinet,  and  will  be  so  strong  a  terap- 
tatJOD  to  break  with  us,  that,  if  aided  by  other  motives,  it  may 
prevail.  I  do  believe,  however,  it  would  be  a  short-sighted  policy 
which  sacrifices  permanent  objects  to  temporary  ones.  In  saying 
1m,  I  assume  for  fact  that  our  own  policy  will  be  prudent  and  con- 
(^tory  toward  them.  This  country  for  half  a  century  to  come 
DuylK  immensely  valuable  to  Great  Britain  as  a  consuming  cus- 
tomer, and  this  connection  would  be  at  least  as  beneficial  to  us  as 
iothem.  Nothing  but  violence  can  interrupt  this  salutary  inter- 
course. Violence  long  continued,  however,  often  repeated  or 
eitremely  aggravated,  may  destroy  it.  Instead  of  laws  like  those 
pfopOBed  by  Madison,  Great  Britain  ought  to  be  made  to  see  that 
*e  will  not  sacrifice  our  interests  to  our  passions,  still  loss  to  the 
P>8Bions  of  France.  She  ought  to  be  satisfied  that  we  are  not 
we  dupes  of  her  rival,  and  that  we  never  will  quarrel  with  her  or 
embarrass  the  commercial  intercourse  with  her  while  she  regulates 
lier  own  conduct  toward  us  by  the  rules  of  acknowledged  justice. 
"  thege  impressions  could  be  made,  not  by  verbal  profession  merely, 
■xit  by  uniform  public  policy,  I  think  no  wise  administration  uf 
^t  coantry  wonld  desire  to  quarrel  with  us,  and  no  one  that  did 
"Wtdefy  the  censures  of  the  British  people  would  dare  to  do  it. 

VoD  see  by  these  impotent  endeavors  to  disprove  the  dangers 
7°fl  appreheod  that  I  am  alarmed  at  them.  It  is  to  be  feared  that 
*Bihall  be  plunged  into  a  sea  of  troubles  before  we  are  prepared, 
u  the  strange  and  disastrous  course  taken  last  winter  is  to  be  pur- 
■Oed,  or  indeed  is  not  to  be  openly  and  unequivocally  abandoned, 
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a  war  with  Great  Britain  is  hanlly  avoiiJatile.  I'n'ler  Uie  dc'ltuiTt 
]irvt45iicc  <i{  imparliul  udcI  iiidupcwluut  stMitimrnu,  1  expect  soon  b> 
tive  au  udtlnms  lo  the  latent  aiumosilivs  of  our  people  against  the 
Kn,<:1i4h,  A  mnn  who  loses  the  approbation  of  ihu  n-iM?  nml  puitd 
can  hardly  forbear  to  appeal  to  their  adversaries,  who  will  bu  gUtl 
to  KUj^or  him.  m 

If  it  lie  nuL  pntctlcablo  to  pcnimwle  luch  a  one  thai  he  mnj'^ 
w^ily  BOOLint  thu  pvrmuuetit  aupport  of  liis  tirst  (riLnitls,  if  he  ■III 
he  sU'it'ly  to  liin  own  limt  priiK-i]>1eit,  our  stlain  are  bopvleo, 
iCvery  ihiii;^  will  be  reni3er«<l  (xlious  that  is  truly  valuablu,  mu 
urmy.  public  credit,  &c.,  trill  be  nacriHoecl  to  popularity,  and  at  la<l 
oppo*itto.u  to  Frt^nch  principles  wUl  1»  treated  m  a  predilection  for 
wliittwcr  it  UriUHh.  Yuu  aco  how  I  run,  oiid  frill  justly  say  I 
ought  to  atop.  Farewell. 


G.^ 


Cabot  to  Pickrhixo. 

Oct.  18,  ITW. 
Mt  DGAit  Stn,  —  It  haa  given  inexpreswible  pleasure  to  all  the 
tliinkiiiji;  men  from  New  York  lo  Porl«mi>uth  to  see  tlmt  Ilie 
emhaii.ty  to  Kmnr^e  i»  mispended.  Mr.  F.tUwonh  cnmniunicated 
tliir*  n^rrt-nhlc  inlelllgf.nce  assooil  as  he  reiwived  it,  luid  it  travelled 
with  the  raptdtty  of  good  news.  Still,  however,  it  is  aceu  that 
much  more  Is  lo  be  done  to  reiric%-'e  our  lost  character:  we  cannot 
ri-ciiver  the  liigii  gruund  oa  which  we  stood  twelve  months  ago. 
The  truth  'f*,  wf  li:)t]  t!i<-n  more  ri-piilHlion  than  renl  cliararter:  I 
■fear  now  we  have  les.*.  I  am  itliinnit  ashamed  lo  use  a  term  whidl 
has  been  bo  frequently  applied  m  lo  seem  alMurd,  yet  I  cannot 
Pi'frain  from  saying  that  we  are  an-ivcd  at  a  |;rcat  crisis  in  0»ir 
affairs.  Wo  are  curttiiuly  in  danj^t-r  nf  involving  the  ooantry  in  ih 
war,  in  whieh  tlie  losses  by  wmnii-K'e  and  inleniul  ex|ienaes  will 
Doi  bo  the  greatest  evils:  our  atrongpst  pRiisiona  will  be  rental 
upon  each  other.  I  am  expecting  to  see  the  popular  animosity  IC 
tint  Knglixh  rR!«art(^  lo,  an  ameana  of  recruiting  personal  influcnoci' 
It  will  not  suqiriHU  me  to  .ic-u  the  imporumc<^  of  impartial  uk: 
ludcpcudtrnt  ei-iiiimeuu  iiisiHtvd  on,  while  the  true  design  of  tb« 
prt-ac-lier  will  be  to  eaptivnte  the  ptibltc  feelings  by  abstract  ideas 
which,  though  jii.1t  and  proper  in  themaelves,  are  often  tvaien* 
l^emicions  by  the  manner  in  which  Ihey  are  applie<l.  Every  iBt* 
of  Uonor  and  dignity  recognizes  tho  worth  of  elevated  seatiment* 
evory  lover  of  ihc  country  fecLj  a  ylow  o£  patriotism  at  the  exprt*" 
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BiOQ  of  manly  spirit  toward  those  whose  haughtiness  wounds  our 
just  pride,  and  whose  msolence  and  power  Beem  to  insult  our  weak- 
ness.   To  these  add  a  formidable  party,  ready  to  catch  at  whatever 
(^D  be  used  to  foment  our  hatred  to  the  English,  and  mitigate  our 
'"^seDtments  toward  France.     In  a  word,  it  appears  to  me  all  our 
prudence,  if  we  were  free  to  exercise  it,  would  not  be  more  than 
enough  to  keep  peace.      Doubtless  you  have  received   informal 
^<:XDQQts  of  the  general  reprobation  in  Europe  of  the  nominations 
^  France.     It  is  not  confined  to  England,  but  is  heard  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Mediterranean  as  well  as  the  Baltic  and  North  Sea : 
^Uch,  at  least,  is  the  information  of  all  my  visitors  from  Boston.     Is 
It  not  possible  to  make  the  President  see  this  business  in  its  true 
li^ht?    Will  he  not  acknowledge  that  we  ought  upon  principle, 
&<iil  at  any  rate  upon  policy,  to  condliate  the  good-will   of  the 
(Coalesced  powers  ?     These  powers  are  become  victorious,  and  for  a 
lit-tle  while  may  be  too  formidable  to  be  trifled  with.     Does  not 
Our  own  interest  require  that  all  suspicions  should  be  removed, 
Concerning  our  disposition  toward  the  parties  at  war?     Is  it  not 
pckssible  to  satisfy  the  President  that  those  of  whom  he  is  jealous 
l»aTe  no  views  but  public,  and  that  they  will  cordially  support  him 
*n<3  bia  administration  upon  the  principles  he  has  always  avowed, 
a-nd  with   few  exceptions  generally  practised?     It  appears   too 
C'V'ident  that,  if  the  President  persists  in  the  course  he  haa  taken 
a-    few  steps  further,  he  must  break  all  terms  with  his  best  friends, 
Itis  only  real  friends,  who  are  in  fiict  the  genuine  friends  of  the  gov- 
erximent  and  the  country.     I  confess  I  don't  know  the  man,  but 
?^t-haps  yon  do,  who  might  by  a  full  and  free  conversation  recon- 
<^e  him  to  his  ministers,  and,  what  Is  more  diJiicult,  reconcile  him 
to    liimself.     It  is  worth  the  trial  before  the  meeting  of  Congress. 
^t     may  afterwards  be  too  late.     I  looked  to  Ellsworth,*  but  he 
*^ya  he  can  do  no  more.     Where  is  Judge  Patterson  ?     He  has 
"^^  r^ht  sort  of  sense  and  spirit. 

X  know  of  only  one  copy  of  Barlow's  address,  which  was  the  one 
^  bad  read.     Measures  are  token  to  procure  it  for  you,  but  I  don't 
'Slow  yet  the  success.    If  it  can  be  obtained,  it  shall  be  transmitted. 
With  unfeigned  respect,  esteem,  and  attachment, 

I  remain  ever  yours,  G.  C. 

*  OUtct  Ellsworth,  of  Connecticut,  so  frequently  referred  to  in  the»e 
**ter«,  U,  of  course,  well  known  as  chief  juatice  of  ihe  United  States  and 
'^'Voy  to  France.  He  served  u  senator  from  Connecticut  during  Mr. 
*^*bot'a  term  of  office,  and  they  wer«  always  warm  friends. 
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PiCKCBiso  TO  Cabot. 

( Prirvtt  and  oa^dtiliat. ) 

TutxTon.  Oct »,  17» 

T>KAR  Sir,  —  The  die  ia  cast:  iJie  envoys  go  to  Frmoce,  or 
rather  to  Europe,  to  se«  if  they  ciui  enter  Pranou. 

Whon  tbc  Prciident  wrote  Mr.  EMsvorth,  from  Qnlnrf,  t]ut  he 
elioiild  *it?\!iy  the  mission  for  n  longer  or  a  Rhort(>r  tintc,  we  im- 
ftgined  he  would  uot  finally  decide  the  great  question  —  to  semi 
not  to  Bond  —  wttliiiut  a>)king  sumu  op^iniuna.  But  wo  have  mi 
takeu.  Nobody  was  consul teiJ:  he hnd Hrtibcrated  fuUg  on  t/iesuhfeti, 
mitl  flit  ilrtrrmiixiiion  was  iinrhongi'fthU.  Thus  decided,  it  woolil 
hnvR  l>e<>n  iiidf-tnmuB  Ui  liavH  naked  advtoo.  If  you  w(>re  deputed 
on  this  miflsioQ,  you  would  liltlv  iinftgine  that  you  were  Kr'>ii>g  tm  a 
pnrUf  nf  pleasure  ;  yet  tiie  President  suggmts  ihal  it  will  be  "  coi«r 
tuiniiig"  as  well  &8  "instructive"  to  the  envoys,  and,  "whelber  it 
sueceed  or  not,  useful  to  their  country." 

I  thought  of  your  idits,  tliat,  in  thu  last  resort,  Mr.  Ellsworth 
eboultl  rrfuif.  I!«it  tvhiiL  woiiM  have  Ikm>ii  the  alt«ruatire?  Prob- 
ably the  iippoiiilmftil  of  ^fiuliiuin  or  Rnrr. 

ThiN  muustiru  will  uutjuestioiiably  diauge  tlie  whole  adniiniMra- 
tiou,  if  it  should  not  eventually  occasion  the  sabreraion  of  tlie 
govcrnmeat.  A  change  of  the  odmtnistnitJoD  from  one  set  of 
Fed<>ml  hnodH  to  another  would  Ite  of  tiltle  moment,  but  it  wiU 
not  be  such  a  change.  .Terterson  will  he  Prosident,  Gallatin 
lary  of  the  Treasury.  Sludtsuu  HitcrfUiry  of  State,  and  two  olh 
like  politiuU  cliaracters  be  pEuced  at  the  head  of  the  other  d' 
men  Is. 

Thpre  is  but  ore  way  in  which  these  evils  can  be  prevented,  —  it 
the  only  wny  tn  which  the  mi^ichiufs  of  this  French  mission  can 
rojjairud.  llie  only  aiouemeut  wliich  the  l*rc8ideut  can  makH  to  hii 
oouiilry  for  this  fatal  error,  —  his  announcing  publicly,  at  the  clo»e 
of  the  next  nnssion  of  CongreM,  thai  he  will  retire.     Then  the  Fed^ 
vrdlifits,  uniting  in  one  man  for  his  successor,  might  yet  save  tbt^- 
country  from  ruin. 

The  envoys  embark  forthwith  at  Newport,  tn  the  United  Stata^ 
frigate. 

Mr.  Murray  has  given  many  details  of  the  French  affairs.  B9 
thinks  the  Kepublic  will  not  last  six  months.  The  Frmident  wyv 
it  wilt  last  seven  years,  and  desires  his  opinion  may  be  rcmesk-' 
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fwred'  Whatever  Is  nntavorable  to  this  prediction  is  doubted  or 
disbelieved.  The  account  we  have  had  of  the  battle  of  Novi  and 
^e  death  of  Joubert  was  a  stock-jobbing  stoiy  I  *  I  have  sot  time 
to  add,  but  that  I  am  ever  most  truly  yours, 

T.  PlCKESINa. 

PicKEBiNo  TO  Cabot. 

(Private.) 

Tbbhttos,  Oct  24, 1799. 

Mr  DEAR  Sib,  —  Your  letter  of  the  16th  has  just  oome  to 

l^aod.     I  have  already  written  you  that  the  great  question  of  the 

'Qusion  to  France  has  been  finally  decided  by  the  President  aione. 

I*atterson  is  in  Georgia ;  but  an  angel  from  heaven  would  have 

I^r-odaced  no  change.     Id  most  matters,  we  are  oonsulted,  and  our 

^<l«itt  often  adopted ;  but  on  this  all-important  question,  from  first 

^o  Ust,  we  have  been  absolutely  excluded.     Some  conversation  took 

t*laoe  last  Thursday  with  the  envoys,  who  dined  with  the  President 

C^Liier  the  point  had  been  previously  decided),  when  many  strange 

><l«ag  were  broached.   I  heard  Judge  Ellsworth  recite  a  part,  but  had 

^<:»t  patience  to  hear  the  remainder,  and  went  away.     It  was  at 

^^''dcott's  the  same  evening.     I  have  desired  him  to  commit  it  to 

^^:riting,  whlcb  he  has  promised  to  do. 

I  am  sincerely  yoors,  Tihotht  Pickebino. 


Cabot  to  Pickering. 

Brookliits,  Oct.  31, 1790. 
Mr  DEAR  Sib, — The  two  letters  I  received  from  Trenton  yes- 
*^*^y  deprived  me  of  last  night's  sleep.  My  gloomy  imagination 
'^  too  apt  to  persuade  me  that  the  worst  which  can  happen  will 
"■^Ppen,  or  rather  that  measures  of  a  tendency  manifestly  evil  will 
^^■"^uce  the  evil  to  which  they  tend.  Thus,  from  the  moment  the 
*^^niination  of  ministers  to  France  was  made  known  to  me,  I  saw 
^^  unavoidable  division  of  thf^  Federalists,  and  apprehended  the 
^^^^lunph  of  Jacobinism  in  the  United  States ;  and  I  foresaw  dis- 
****ctly  a  foreign  war,  ruinoua  and  disgraceful,  which  by  prudent 

1  Thli  prediction  is  correct  in  regard  to  the  conquests  of  the  allies ;  but, 
^^thin  leai  than  a  month  from  this  time,  Bonaparte  was  proclaimed  first 
^ousul,  and  the  French  republic  ceased  to  exist  in  aught  but  name. 

*  Joubert  was  defeated  at  Novi,  bj  Snwairow,  with  great  loss,  Aug.  16, 
^790.  Jonbert  himself  and  ten  thoniaud.  Frenchmen,  including  maojr  dift< 
%igiilibed  ofltcen,  were  shUn. 
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mi'EUitires  nii);hL  \w  hmiorMy  avoided.'  TIi«>m  Uiin^  are  itudotibt' 
t^ly  to  be  dretid»i,  ns  the  consec|net)ces  of  Uie  absurd  and  amwi- 
Tii>cd  project  of  oourtitig  the  revolulionury  sect,  and  appeiu-ing  to 
connect  oiin«eh'ea  with  them  at  a  moment  when  their  fiower  b>  to 
falkui  ua  to  luavo  ub  tvithuut  the  plo^  of  u^cusaity.  ontl  when  it  is 
higlily  probwhlc  they  are  about  to  vxpiat«  the  crim<.-«  they  hav<i 
committed  ngiiiciitt  rationnl  liberty  mid  the  Trr«tchedi>«xs  they  hAV« 
inflicted  upon  millions  of  Innocent  people.  The  nnnunciation  by 
th«  President  of  hir)  resolution  lo  decline  being  a  cuodidole  at  the 
next  election  wonM  be  iniSecd  the  mo»t  cfTectoal  reparation  aul 
utouement  that  cuuhl  bu  made  for  the  fatal  epror;  but  ttiis  is  not  la 
be  expected,  and  I  should  sooner  expect  a  rvsigoaliun,  which  would 
punish  tho^e  '  who  linvo  dnred  to  pn-for  the  interest  of  the  body  of 
t]ie  country  to  thai  of  iU)  hejid.  I  have  flattered  myeclf  ihat  tbi 
great  WaHhinglnn  would  nguin  come  upon  the  ntj^^,  if  ibe  OOGB^J 
nion  should  be  made  to  ap|K>ar  wnnhy  of  hia  reappearance.'        ^H 

The  prediction  of  years'  duration  to  the  rcvolutionaiy  sect  n 
France  ma^  be  truf,  but  it  is  highly  improbable.  Freiicltmeo  will 
tfacinHelvea  annUiilate  the  remaining  powers  hi  Franoo,  if  the 
coalesced  powers  act  with  diiicretion  and  in  concert.  If  tli«y  liber- 
ate the  ronrjuered  natioiin  and  lenve  Fraittre  to  hentelf,  a  Iting  will 
be  entabliiditxl  before  tlie  espiratJon  of  1800.  It  will  probably  be 
the  case,  at  any  rate ;  but  such  a  prediction  m  that  of  the  serea 
ycors  favors  the  policy  bo  gt^norally  reprobated  by  o/JW  mac  men. 
Similar  to  this  is  the  opitiion  of  J.  Q.  Adame,  lu  a  letter  from 
Berlin,  19th  of  April,  lo  a  friend  in  London,  lie  appnjvwl  of  tha 
nomination ;  ho  thou^t  the  campaign  there  favorable  lo  France, 
altbuitgh  every  one  else  thought  otherwise.  My  meuenger  wa 
and  only  allows  mo  to  add  tliat  I  am  always 

Your  faithful  aud  aifoctloualc  friend,  G.  Cai 


Cabot  to  Pickcrixo. 

Kov.  1,  JTeft 

DsAR  Sir,  —  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  a  copy  of  Joel  Bar* 

Iow'a  addreiu,  hut  I  am  told  that  liie  one  which  had  been  formerly 

Itint  me  is  in  Philadelphia.     Whether  it  is  iu  the  handg  of  the 

'  All  thea{!  events  uttiniately  came  In  pjixa,  though  th«  eofiMqancM 
were  nat  in  all  reapccts  an  droadful  as  the  writer  antictpattd. 

•  Bjf  (.'au»liig  Mr.  Jefft-raon,  then  Vice-Vrttli)cnt,  to  succeed  at  on*et» 
the  Ant  ufflvu. 

■  Compare  Sparki's  life  of  0.  Morri*.  Ill-  123. 
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President  or  his  secretary,  or  of  some  other  person,  could  not 
Iw  ascertained.  I  think  it  probably,  however,  to  be  with  the 
President.  My  young  friends  are  etill  looking  out  for  another 
copy  for  you.  It  is,  on  the  whole,  a  very  contemptible  perform- 
ance ;  yet  there  may  be  some  good  use  of  it  in  proving  the  con- 
nection between  our  patriots  and  the  Directory,  which  appears  by 
the  letter  to  the  latter  from  Barlow  and  Skipwith. 

Tours  truly,  G.  Cabot. 


WoLCOTT  TO  Cabot. 

(Private.) 

Philadelphia,  Nov.  4, 1790. 

Deab  Sir,  —  I  agree  with  you  that  the  resources  of  Great 

"litain,  derived  from  superior  skill,  ingenuity,  and  industry,  pro- 

tected  by  a  stable  government,  have  rarely  or  never  been  properly 

^  l^preciated.     Amidst  the  passions  and  turbulence  of  the  times,  the 

^Oaiices  have  been  administered  with  firmness  and  intelligence, 

^liich  have  rarely  been  imparted  to  statesmen.     Some  evils  have 

'^^^^^n  foreseen  and   avoided,  others  have  been  mitigated,  and  in 

^"V-^ty  conjunction  the  govemmeut  has  manifested  an  exact  knowl- 

^<3£e  of  its  real  situation. 

But  after  paying  the  respect  which  is  due  to  the  foresight  and 

fex»«rgy  of  the  British  administration,  and  after  admitting  (as  I  ei- 

F*l  icitly  do)  that  the  government  was  right  in  prosecuting  the  war 

*■*-    every  hazard,  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  success  of  the  financial 

system  of  Great  Britun  has  been  in  a  great  measure  owing  to  the 

"misfortunes  of  other  nations,  and  that  an  immediate  peace  would 

S^"«aUy  endanger  the  government.     Great  as  the  profits  of  the 

■•a-tioii  really  are,  they  must  be  admitted  to  be  insufficient  to  fur- 

'^•sh  thirty  miHions  annually  to  the  government  in  loans,  besides 

*^'^nty-five  millions  of  revenue,  and  all  in  addition  to  the  immense 

'^'^Jiital  required  for  new  establishments  in  the  four  quarters  of  the 

S'obe.    The  true  cause  of  the  existing  credit  of  the  government,  in 

■**>■  opmion,  is  that  Great  Britain  has  so  far  the  exclusive  com- 

^^^Jid  of  several  great  objects  of  commerce  that  she  can  for  a  time 

P'^^scribe  for  the  commercial  world  an  artificial  measure  of  value. 

'^he  precious  metals  could  not  be  commanded  in  sufficient  quantities 

"^  answer  the  purposes  of  interior  circulation  and  to  balance  all 

'^^r  public  and  commercial  negotiations  with  foreign  countries. 
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She  \\M  th^ppfrtw  rfecUwil  prtp^r  to  be  montiy,  and  ^W  and  jiVow 
lo  l»  mtrehaadUe.  Her  imtn«nae  oommeme  enables  her  to  ooid' 
mnml  tlit'  gold  and  silver  n«ce«eary  Jor  fortttfn  intercourse,  mul 
the  qiifinliij  of  paper  ih  so  rogulnted  bj  llu'  udmlnbitmtion  Hnd  br 
grtvernnieutal  optTaiions  of  fiiuuiDe  a»  not  greatly  to  exceed  the 
dcmaiic].  The  jiri**  of  Jntmr,  of  mnmif«:-tiire»,  in  short  of  erwjr 
thing.  18  however  gracUtallr  rinln;,  and  the  svAtcm  must  foil  irlu«> 
ever  aay  cuiieulerabb  fcim;;D  imliou  can  tuinoessfullr  compete  with 
Great  Rritain  in  nmiiu  fuel  urea  or  in  the  Knpply  at  tlic  troptLtU 
clinmtfH.  ivliicb  coneliiule  the  basiA  of  her  conimcrco  and  rertmut!. 

Kx'enti  mav  hai)pen  which  may  diitconcert  the  plans  of  the 
British  govenimenL  I  bolievo,  however,  that  tlieir  oLlciilntiont 
aru  foruud  for  a  lung  coutiuuuueti  of  tliu  war ;  that  a  &)iee(lr 
restoration  of  any  nettled  nyftteira  in  France  in  not  exp<KTt«d ;  aad 
that  there  exisl«  biU  little  confidencx:  in  the  siuoerhj  of  llie  Aiu* 
Irian  ^ovemtnf  nt.  By  contiuuiug  the  war,  the  fine  edge  of  Jacob- 
ini«in  will  be  worn  smooth,  the  enthu»iflsin  of  the  new  Heolaries 
will  be  nbated.  A«  the  danger  diminiahes,  Great  Kriiaiu  will 
climiiiinh  her  i'«aiatance.  In  Ibe  wean  time,  that  iotaud  will  be 
made  the  entrepot  uf  tlie  wovid,  and  ibe  national  debt  be  diaposed 
of  iti  tbo  best  mnnner  which  cin^umstancea  will  permiL  When 
pence  ii  made,  I  pri'^ime  it  i»  intended  that  Great  Brilaiu  ibali  be 
at  lcut»t  as  little  euihnrmHtied  with  debt  as  her  neighbors. 

I  aiu  sensible  that  the  rcaMuing  on  which  my  opinion  is  founded, 
and  which  doea  not  prejiume  any  intentional  fraud,  would  l>e  deemed 
absiruBi!,  if  fully  detaikHl.  Perluips  it  ib  unfoumled.  I  know  thai 
a  war  wonhl  be  illy  rcliKhcd  by  tli«  uterchautit  nml  manufadurer^K^S 
of  Great  Britaii:.  and  the  same  may  be  said  with  traih  of  tlw^=^=^ 
merchants  nad  Hlii|)-owners  of  the  United  States.  Il  U  on  tlii 
circumaLinee  I  foutvd  my  argument  of  the  ill  ]M>licy  of  tlie  lati 
meiu<iireK  of  our  gnvernnient.     We  migtit  have  secunxl  the  infln 


euce  of  thcBu  men  m  our  favor,  and  thus  preserved  peace,  and  hav< 
attracted  much  of  the  capital  and  commerce  of  Great  Britain  I 
our  country.     There  are,  however,  ill-conoealcd  prejudicea  eiieiin^ 
in   butli  conntries ;  aud  my  ajipr^eni^ion   is  that  tlie  pamont  i^    -£ 
certain  descriptions  of  persona  in  (rrcat  Britain  and  the  Uuitc^K.^ 
Stales  will  be  employed  to  aid  the  duliberata  calcolatioDS  of  tli^s 
British  cabiuet     If  our  envoys  arrive  when  the  gOTcnuneou  ^^ 
Kurope  are  pn'pnred  to  Degotiate  for  a  general  peace,  the  misuoxv 
will  by  Btxideui  become  a  propter  and  safe  tueaaum.    i  do  ao' 
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exzpect  a  general  peace ;  and,  if  the  war  continues,  I  believe  experi- 
ence will  show  that  a  great  mistake  has  been  committed.  I  cannot 
'belieTB  that  either  the  British  government  or  their  merchants  will 
consider  it  for  their  interest  to  permit  us  to  prosecute  a  free  com- 
merce with  France ;  and  if,  after  a  treaty  shall  be  made,  our  trade 
shall  be  interdicted,  the  United  States  will  commence  or  retaliate 
hostilitiei. 

Snt  it  has  been  decreed  that  the  negotiation  shall  be  prosecuted, 

and  we  mast  submit.     The  President  directed  the  instructions  to 

l>e  prepared,  and  hia  orders  were  obeyed.     Expectations  were  in  a 

certain  way  encouraged,  that  the  persons  who  were  compelled  to 

panidpate  in  this  business  would  be  permitted  to  explain  their 

sentinients  ;  but,  as  soon  as  the  papers  were  completed,  the  envoys 

■w-ere  directed   to  proceed   immediately.     The    President,  having 

Conned  his  own  judgment  upon  the  measure,  did  not  think  it  right 

tck  consult  opinions  which  he  foreknew  could  not  shake  his  purpose. 

iTing  are  the  United  States  governed  as  Jupiter  is  represented 

^<^  have  governed  Olympus:    without  regarding  the  opinions  of 

*^*nends  or  enemies,  all  are  summoned  to  hear,  reverence,  and  obey 

^^e  unchangeable  fiat.     It  must  for  some  time  remain  a  question 

"^^iether  the  master  or  his  servants  are  in  an  error. 

Although  without  desponding  I  deprecate  this  measure  in  respect 
*-<^  our  foreign  relations,  yet  the  effects  upon  our  domestic  interests 
^  r>peftr  to  me  incapable  of  mitigation.  It  is  certain  that  the  Fed- 
^  *-al  party  will  be  paralyzed,  nor  do  I  perceive  how  the  present 
^-3^Btem  of  measures  can  be  maintained.  The  people  will  not 
*'*^»pport  the  army;  the  navy  will  not  be  increased;  neither  taxes 
'^  ^^T  loans  will  be  permitted  beyond  what  may  be  necessary  to  dis- 
t^Vkarge  existing  engagements ;  the  Preaident  will  gain  no  new 
**■"**■  pporters  ;  his  former  friends  will  be  in  disgrace  with  the  public  ; 
*'**dthe  administration  of  John  Adams,  so  much  extolled,  will  end 
^^^3^  a  transfer  of  the  powers  of  the  government  to  the  rival  party. 

I  am,  dear  sir.         Your  friend  and  obedient  servant,         O.  W. 

Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

Brooklike,  Nov.  14,  ITOD. 

Mt  dear  Sir, — I  have  read  your  excellent  letter  of  the  4th, 

^^  wiuch  you  have  added  to  the  stock  of  ideas  occasioned  by  your 

*OTiner  observations  on  British  afifeirs.     My  mind  has  been  occu- 

tied  with  some  other  subjects,  or  this  would  have  absorbed  it. 
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Whether  all  thft  <y)nflp<^iipnrp»  ynn  app^phon^^  i^hotilrl  be  pxperienoed 
or  not,  I  shall  ulwayii  he  na-tiiQed  your  reaeouiiigG  are  just,  as  ihvj 
•re  profound.  I  still  think,  however,  that  mcAits  Trill  be  found  to 
nuuiHge  ihut  grent  dcht,  ainl  briitg  it  to  a  bearabit  weight  witbow 
gTMitly  <lbo^)vnll^  ihe  titat«-  ^H 

I  liai)  yestftrHny  some  cnnvprfialion  with  Mr.  Senator  Tie^nlK 
and  wa«  niueh  plcm«C'd  to  lliid  \i]6  good  sbii&e  prevailiitg  uver  all 
aorts  of  aonfidtiiic  nn  the  Huhjpct  of  tlie  hua  occurrence. 

Your  ohligvd,  Ac,  G.  Caii< 
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Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

BitoORLtirE,  Deo.  16,  1799: 

Mr  DEAH  Sin,~Tba  In^matloiu  ooutained  in  the  speech  ara 
of  tlif  sort  wliich  I   fvared,  but  not  M  pbin  M  I  expected.     Tha 

partiNnns  of  Jacobinism  rejoice  to  (toe  that  the  prindples  of  ihta 
«?ut  lu-e  DO  longer  deaouai'ed,  and  triumpliaully  bkIl  "if  it  is  oufl 
evident  now  that  the  ctiargea  of  their  cncmits  are  calmnniows?"' 
"  (Ircat  punis  hud  bet-u  lukou."  tEicy  say.  *■  lo  mii;rcpre8eni  them  ta 
the  }>«vpl«,  and  t«  uuike  U  believed  lliat  ihe  Kri-Mob  revolntioiiona 
ftf  stem  was  &  war  n^inst  r««t  Ubertr  and  legitimate  property  ic 
every  country,  and  Uiat  the  owners  of  property  everywhere  onph^ 
tlierefore  to  dLicomiienanoe  it."  "  But,"  it  ia  a«ked,  *'  if  thin  wtrr— 
true,  would  the  head  of  our  nation  be  atcn  negotiating  witM 
Frrnicc?"  "  Wuuld  they  tnait  with  the  Directory,  if  it  weru  tni— 
that  tbe  Directory  w«ru  suppoMi^l  capable  of  such  vile  coudud  mm 
1«  lucribed  to  tliem?"  "At  uny  rate,"  they  say,  "  Ihe  PresideiH 
diBcards  the  jealousy  of  French  d&sigiis,  which  had  begun  to  tab" 
hold  of  our  eitizens,"  &c.,  &c.  But  if  the  iiilence  obterved  towar~ 
French  principleB  ia  in  itself  ho  fateful,  it  it.  no  leas  tto  to  fioaa 
some  genend  vxpreesiuue  of  uiiunsiiiew  which  may  b«  explaiumJ  1^ 
the  well-known  fc-ehng«  toward  another  nation  which  art  alitt^m 
popuiar.  To  ihe^e  sources  of  plea«iire  the  Jocobiiie  odd  the  bo|n^ 
of  gettiiifr  rid  of  the  army,  and  the  influence  of  wme  great  n^? 
connected  with  it,  ao  that  the  pure  principle*  of  deiroocrary  may  K-^ 
no  longer  ru:)trainedf  hut  have  a  free  course,  as  m  Fnuioc,  A^^ 

How  often  has  it  happened  that  we  have  derived  from  Of«* 
blunders  greater  benefits  ihan  from  what  wo  should  have  called  it** 
wiseat  policy  ?     There  ia  a  reason  for  thiA,  which  in  many  caws   J' 
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is     easy  to  disceni.     Tlie  republic  is  not  to  be  despaired  of.     If  we 

ar^   to  have  an  inandation  of  Democratic  evils,  we  shall  have  better 

dikes  afterwards  ;  if  we  are  only  threatened,  we  shall  strengthen 

those  we  already  have.     While  I  cannot  but  feel  the  greatest  con- 

oem  for  the  events  which  are  soon  to  happen,  I  confide  in  the 

M^eimate  good  destiny  of  our  country  ;  and  I  feel  extremely  anxious 

tlia.t  those  who  now  labor  to  administer  its  affairs  properly  should 

then,  enjoy  the  superior  satisfaction  of  having  striven  against  every 

error,  and  persevered  in  fulfilling  duties  the  more  difficult  from 

being  left  unsupported.     Sure  I  am  at  this  moment  that  the  mtrit 

of  those  men  whose  services  are  now  rendered  under  circumstances 

of  great  discouragement  ia  distinctly  seen  and  justly  valued  by  the 

^visest  and  best  citizens.     Suffer  me,  therefore,  to  hope  that  the 

helm  of  state  will  not  be  abandoned  by  those  who  watch  while  they 

cannot  guide  it.     It  is  often  remarked  that  the  situation  is  difficult 

Ks  Well  as  delicate  into  which  die  auxiliaries  of  our  Federal  head 

are  brought;  but  it  always  is  maintained  that  their  honor  and 

^gnity  will  be  best  supported  by  a  steady,  infiexible  adherence  to 

official  duties. 

I  don't  know  why  I  trouble  you  with  ideas  of  this  sort,  unless 
it  ig  that  I  partake  of  the  fear  sometimes  expressed,  "  that  the 
patience  of  our  secretaries  will  be  exhausted."  It  ought  not  to 
be  supposed  possible,  and  therefore  I  pay  them  no  compliment 
m  adoiitting  the  influence  for  a  moment. 

Your  obliged  and  faitfaiul  friend,  Geoboe  Cabot. 
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CHAPTEE  VIII. 


1800.  , 

IHtKiuIon*  of  F«derAllati.— HamUion'i  Pamphlet.  —  FrcshleDtlal ; 

MiSFORTL'NEfl  aociimulated  about  the  damiaaiifc  partr^ 
BB  tlie  last  year  of   the  century  closed.     When    Con( 
fuwemhled,  though  the  Federalists  hud  for  the  first  tune 
large  vvoikliig  majority,  it  was  seen  that  the  great  secret 
of  their  former  success  had  been  lost.     Perfect  hiyrmon} 
was  at  an  end.     The  modeiftte  Southern  men,  uiidi^r  tin 
lead  i>f  I\[itrsh»1I,  appniviid  the  FrfiuOi  mission ;    Imt  the 
extrarae  wing  of  the  party  disseuted  wholly  from  the  peaoc 
policy  of  the  President,  and  as   the  necessary  result  all 
consistent  action  was  paralyzed.     Jefferson  j^erceived  with 
exultation  that  their  majority  availed  his  oppouents  noth- 
ing.    Tliis   early   display  of  the   bad   effects   of  internal 
quarrels  was  by  no  means  the  smnllest  evil  which  at  thai 
time  befell  the  Federalists.     Their  differences  were  greatlj 
aggravat4?<l  by  Tench  Coxe's  perfidious   publication   of  e 
letter  written  to  him  by  Mr.  Adams,  in  1792.     The  hitter 
with  the  haHty  ttuspicion  that  was  ulwnvs  too  common  witlK=3 
him,  bad  there  hinted  in  plain  terms  that  the  Piucknej*  ^ 
of  South  Carolina  were  British  syinpnthizerv.     TTie  pnhl'»- 
cation  of  the  letter  at  this  time  helped  to  inflame  M^r*- 
Adama's  opjwnents.      It  convinced  them  that  Mr.  Adon^* 
purpased   and   had   long  planned  tlieir   ruin,   by  rousirk.^ 
against  tliem  the  latent  popular  hatred  of  any  one  wlso 
dare<l  to  s{)eak  well  of  England.     From  its  nature  as  well 
as  fnuu  itfi  falfieueas,  this  charge  was  one  of  the  prime  caiit-vS 
in  the  diBaoIutiou  of  the  party ;  and  every  thing  that  temieil 
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B4<»   sIiDw  Mr.  Adams  to  be  lU  autbor  embiU«reil  the  resUt* 
&u.c^«  of  tlie  ultm-Ke«lemlist8. 

tCut  tli«  event  wliich  i-cmoved  tlie  last  chanca  of  peace 
i^SLH  the  df^th  uf  Washtngton.     In  the  mii.lKt  tiE  tb«ir  fciiilH 
.n<J  ADxiecioA,  with  political  overthrow  staring  them  in  the 
n-oe,  Che  Feduralist  leudera  had  begun  to  took  dcspniringly 
o   AVashiugtoo  as  the  only  man  who  could  maintain  the 
^Mirty  and  govern  the  country.     Timy   wer«>  uot  without 
liopes  even  that  the  great  Virginian  might  be  induced  to 
again  emet^e  from  retirement  and  iui«ume  the  Presidency. 
Hut  now  all  this  was  ended  by  death,  fuid  even  the  vague 
liop«  uiTorded  by  the  ^joasibility  of  Waxljington's  reappear- 
auce  waa  taken  from  them. 

Prom  Mr.  Cabot's  e^rlifist  letters  in  thitt  year,  it  is  clear 

that  tliere  were  n_\^nptnm!l  nf  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 

extreme  Federalists,  and  of  the  President  as  well^  to  accept 

the  situation  with  a  better  tem^^r^  and,  if  posHible.  to  he»l  the 

wouudg alreatly  indicted  on  the  party.  Evvry  thing,  however, 

'^aiaguinHt  sucluLKoiution.    Not  only  had  ])«rHounl  lio^itilities 

S^ne  too  far  to  be  allayed,  but  the  element  of  sccrecv  added 

•Uiieh  to  all   the  diflii-ultirs  of    thp  sitnatinn.     The  gre-at 

Oiaai  of    the    party,    though    differing    anioug    themselves 

P^Tlaps  as  to  the  expediency  of  the  secoml  mission,  were 

*»r»wrely  united  in  wishing  jwirty  harmony.    Through  igno- 

'"'^aoe,  thev  were  prevenU'd  from  forwarding  the  obJHCt  of 

*"Heir  wishes  by  any  general  and  decisive  manifestation  of 

'^t'inion.     Ever)*  one  knew  that  grave  diasenjiionn  exintt-d 

**xiong    the    lea<lei-s ;    but    very    few     persona     understood 

^^actly  what  those  diffettfnces  were,  or  liow  far  Ihuy  had 

S**iie,  nor  did  any  of  the  immediate  parties  to  the  quarrel 

^•^fcire  to  make  their  controversies  public.     Mr.  Adams  had 

*^o  wish  to  drive  the  hontile  chiefs  into  open  rebellion ;  and 

^He  leaders,  conscious  of  their  own  weakness  in  the  party, 

^^n  most  unwilling  to  appeal  to  tliat  tribunal  for  redrese. 

^*Jt  the  fire  burnt  all  the  more  hotly,  because  smothered 

*o  this  unnatural  manner.     Moreover,  the  leaders  of  the 

17 
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party,  though  opposed  to  Mr.  Adamft,  were  by  no  means 
united  ia  tiieir  own  plans.     Pickering  and  Wolcott  wished 
the  overthrow  of  Mr.  Adums,  at  tmy  and  all  risks;  wbiJo 
the  others,  more  pnidetit  am)  Juss  exasperated  by  personal 
eneonnters,  saw  the   impossibility  of  such   a   step.      The 
n^siilc  wH.<t  that  in  a  secret  caucun  of  the  I'Vderal  membera 
of  Congress,  held  at  Philadelphhu,  it  was  voted  to  support 
Adams  and  Piuckuey  for  the  ofliues  of  I'lvoident  and  Vico 
President.    Yet  owing  to  the  differences  among  themselves, 
which  crippled  every  movement  of  the  Federalists,  it  was 
not  decitk'fl  whether  Mr.  Adams  or  Mr.  Pinckney  was  to 
be  considered  the  party  choice  for  the  Brst  office.     From  the 
nature  of  the  existing  electoral  law,  the  simple  determina- 
tion to  vote  for  two  candidates  equally  without  distinctly" 
settling  llie  dinLnbution  of  the  two  oflicos  left  the  d(X>r  o|ie[Lj 
for   indefinite   intrigue.     Hence   the  omission  to  indicate 
beyond  question  the  party  choice  affoi-ded  an  almost  ir 
sietible  inducement   to  the  enemies  of   the  President 
quietly  try  to  bring  Pinckney  in  over  htm ;  while,  to  th^ 
partisans  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  {lossibility  of  such  an  evenr 
was  an   incentive  to  throw  away  a  sufficient   numbcu-  o: 
Tot«s  to  inaurc  the  relegation  of  Pinckney  to  the  seconL^ 
place.     Thuft,  while  one  side  was  tempted  to  gratify  tbei^ 
personal  hatred,  at  the  expense  of  party  faith  and  honor 
the  other  was  i-eody  to  risk  a  total  defeat  rather  tlian  es 
pose  their  favorite  candidate  to  the  loss  of  the  first  office. 

The  action  of  une  or  two  of  the  more  prominent  Ie*der-^«l] 
contributed   to    widen   still   further   the   already   existiot^  -"tfj 
brpach,  and  ti>  fost^ir  the  intrignes  for  winch  the  uncerta!^^    ■" 
action  of  the  caucus  gave  abundant  opportunity.     The  fin==^ 
overt  act  was  committed  by  Mr.  Adams.     Hy  the  resoll^V' 
of  the   Fedei-al  caucus  and  the  disastrous  temiinnuon  C^i 
the  New  York  oloctiona,  the  President  must  have  |)erceirffM  ^ 
that  his  fate  in  the  coming  campaign  would  depend  aoleLjf 
upon  the  action  of  the  Southern   Federalists.     He  tber^ 
fore  determined,  now  that  it  could  make  matters  no  wor»^ 
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^    rij   himself  of   his   opponents  in  the  cubiiiet-  and,  in 
P*>Vwiaupe  of  the  object,  rcHiui^Ktcil,  and  at  oni'e  received, 
'^ItHenry's  irsigniition.     On  the  refnsal   of   Pickei-ing  to 
*o]W  McHenry's   pxample,    Hfr.    Atbims   dismissed    him 
'^m  the  Soeretun-itliip  of  Stat*.     Tlie  only  criiioism  tlmt 
"^n  be  made  on  this  action  of  the  President's  is  thnt   he 
**li(iul(l  liiive  dismissed  Piekering.  McHi-nry,  and  Wulcolt 
*5  well,  at  least  a  year  sooner  than  he  nctmdly  did.     There 
is  no  neccsain'  to  seek  for  ffood  and  suflii^ient  n-nsons  for 
ifiMG  oahinpt  changes.     The    secretaries    had    consistently 
Apposed  Mr.  Adams  lo  his  recent  nieaMires;  and,  whether 
tiiose    measures   were    wise    or    not,  this    of    itwlE    i«    fnll 
justification    for  their  dijtniinwil.      No    man    eaii   enrry  on 
an  administration   properly,  unless   his  eahinet  is  in  snb- 
stantial  agreement   with   him.     Such   had  long    ceased  to 
he  the  case  with  Mr.  Adams;    and  that  he    hesitated    .so 
long  to  exercise  an  undouhled  right,  and  lo  perform  what 
in  fact  a  duty,  can  only  he  attrihntud  to  his  unwillinjj- 
^CflB  to  force  a  partv  quarrel.     Had  liu  changed  his  becreta- 
jies  sooner,  the  trouhlo  sure  to  resnlt  from  such  a  stop  might 
■poMibly  have  been  in  a  measure  overcome  before  the  party 
Tiecame  involved  in  another  electoral  contest.     Inasranch  as 
^Ir.  Adams's  remo\*al  of  the  secretaries  can  be  defended  on 
the  broadest  and  soumlest  ix)litical  principles,  it  is  t»  be 
arpgrcttwl  that  it  has  l«fn  thouj^ht  necefwary  to  briag  sweep- 
ing charges  of  intrigue  and  bad  faith  again.st  them  an<l  all 
Their  friends.     Intrigue  and  bad  faith  are  harsh  words,  and 
demand  great  care  and  exact  definition  on  the  part  of  thnxe 
"who  use  them.      There  is  unfortunately  in   this  instance 
ground  for  uuch  accusations;  but  tliey  have  been  exagger- 
ated, and  have  not  been  applied  with  ButUeient  pn'cisfion. 
To  Bay  that  cabinet  oflicers  an;  guilty  of  intri^ijue  and  of 
faith,  because  they  discnss  the  government  policy  in 
letters  to  confidential  friends,  seems  wholly  nni*easoiiable. 
That  leaders  of  a  party  in  oflice  should,  under  the  seal  of 
secrecy,  reveal  the  policy  of   the  administration  to  a  few 
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other  lenders  out  o(  office,  seems  »o  iintiuftstionwl  a  right 
to  boiTOw  u  Ivgul  jjhriuiu,  liistui'y  may  be  Sbid  to  take 
cuti  CDgiiiziiitcv  of  it.      Wc  may  even  go  furtUur*  aud 
tliut  uobiuet  oHicera  liavo  uu  undoubted  right,  if  diffi 
fmui    tliL'    HUprt-me    executive    iw    to    the    cxja-iliency 
measure,  to  make  an  effort  to  niter  Ins  eonrfle  by  brill 
to  his  notice  the  views  of  hia  moot  prominent  Buppoj 
as  well  us   tbe  general  party  sentiment.     This  was  i 
nud  to  jud;;it  by  the  i.'(ji'rus{HHidi>iice  >vnB  nil  tliat  was 
in  the  afTiiii- of  the  niajor^eucrula;'  yet  Mr.  Ailajns 
n  chnrge  of  iiitrij;uc.  which  hiw  since  been  renewed  ngj 
all   concerned   in   that  afTair.     The  case  is  very  diffe 
however,  vv  here  cabinet  officci-s,  oppoeed  in  opinion  to 
official  eiiief,  use  the  opiioilunities  of   their   cuiilida 
relations  to  destroy  or  injure  him.     I'ickeriiig  took  am 
tagc  oF  liJH  [KiHiiloii  in  nttiu:kiii^  Mr.  Adanoi.  nnd  hot] 
and  Wolcott  fiirnislied  Hamilton  witli  materiiil  obtain^ 
their  official  cnpacity  for  use  in  further  attacks.-     So 
course  tleiserveif  tUe  sttgtna  of  bad  faith,  and  Pickering. 
WolcoCt  are  n[)en  to  all  the  censure  which  must  ntto^ 
it.     Hut,  be  all  tluN  uk  it  luay,  tlxu-e  L'an  W  no  thuiht 
Mr.  AiIhuih  was  fully  juf^tiHed  in  ejecting  lus  Becre 
nor  tlmt  iheir  dismissal  was  a  most  disastrous  o|)ening 
eiisuingeampaijrn.     Colonel  Pickering  now  lost  all  rest 
aud  wixtle  lo  every  Federalist  leader  letters  alx»undi 
the  must  virulent  invective  ^^ain^t  the  Prv:ddent. 
latter  retorteil ;  and  acciu^atiouK  of  being  a  "  damned 
tion."  an  '*  Rs»ex  Junto,"  and  "a   Hritiith    faction," 
Hg»in  IouiIIt  re])eated  against  all  Mr.  Adams's  opponen 
Mr.  Cfibot  hiid  received  the  news  of  Pickering's  dismi 
with  unfeigned  indignation ;  fur  he  saw  in  this  step,  a 

'  CoIiHiH  Pickering,  h»  appcnn  frwni  Mtcn  in  llir  pR-kcrinB  MSS 
ft  morv  di-Hniic  pliin.  uiil  i)r«lro<1  more  cAmbinfttJon  in  iv^nt  to  Ik 
^ofnim^m  of  UiLmili<iii-    But  lie  sitniB  lo  have  *ii/ncl  nlnne;  and  wii 
Viicvpli'in  1  mil  «nli»Hi'rl  nf  tlif  uumvl n <.'■>»  uf  thv  iiatvmrnl  in  iliv  Ipx 

'  Sm>   rickcririg  ti>   llntiiilinn,   IInnil1taii'«   Wnrk*,   VI.  44:t ,   Wuli 
Hnmilion,  n.iil,  *t7  ;  Hiimllioii  to  Wok-ou.  Iblii,  449.    AutltotiUw 
niulliplic:<l.  hut  tlH-M>  Kt-rro  nn  illitHtrnnniit. 
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l^e-lieved,  the  complete  abandonment  by  Mr.  Adams  of  all 
tli^  best  principles  of  the  Federalist  party.     Besides  tlie  fact 
■tViat  Colonel  Pickering  was  his  warm  personal  friend,  Mr. 
Cabot  was  still  further  aroused  by  the  cry  of  "  British  fac- 
tion," raised   by  the    President   and   his   supjjorters.     He 
tnew  that  the  sympathy  which  he  and  many  of  his  friends 
telt  for  Great   Britain  in  her    struggle  with    France,  and 
their  desire  that  the  United  States,  so  far  as  they  co-operated 
■with  any  foreign  power,  should  aid  England,  were  dictated 
by  reason  and  by  motives  of  the  soundest  jxilicy.     With 
even  more  keenness  and  with  the  greatest  justice,  he  felt 
outraged  by  the  illiberal  demagogue  cry  of  a  "  British  fac- 
tion."    Rightly  or  wrongly,  he  attributed  the  authorship 
of  this  chaise  to  the  President,  and  to  such  partisans  as 
Grerry;  and  he  deeply  resented  it.    Mr.  Cabot  was  far  more 
u.»»willing  than  most  of  his  contemporaries  to  embroil  him- 
self in  personal  quarrels ;  but  he  felt  it  to  be  inconsistent 
^^ith  his  own  self-respect  to  make  any  advances  toward  a 
renewal  of  his  former  friendly  intercourse  with  Jlr.  Adams, 
*H.   the  latter's  return  to  Quincy,  in  the  spring  of  1800. 
T^huB  did  the  animosity  of  Colonel  Pickering,  and  the  con- 
^e'cjuent  violence  exliibited  by  Mr.  Adams,  serve  to  complete 
tt>e  alienation  of  the  more  temperate  men  among  the  extreme 
"^deralists,  —  men  like  Mr.  Cabot,  who  were  in  tlie  begin- 
ning truly  desirous  of  making  much  personal  sacrifice,  that 
P&*ty  harmony  might  be  secured. 

The  absorbing  question  during  the  summer  of  1800  was, 
•^f  course,  the  impending  election.  Mr.  Cabot  believed 
*hat  there  were  only  two  courses  possible,  —  either  the  open 
'Ejection  of  Mr.  Adams,  or  a  fair  and  equal  supiKiit  of 
A-dams  and  Pinckney.  The  action  of  the  caucus  at  Pliila- 
"^Iphia,  and  the  popular  favor  with  which  Mr.  Adams 
^^  generally  regarded,  had  made  the  first  of  these  alter- 
Batives  impossible ;  and  Mr.  Cabot  thei-efore  folt  tliat  it 
Only  remained  to  adopt  the  second  in  perfect  good  faith. 
He  considered  it  essential,  either  for  success  or  houorable 


202 


LIFE  AND  LETTERS  OF  GEEOUGB  CABOT. 


tiwa 


1 


(Idfoat,  that  uii4Ucatiouecl  fairness  iu  tlie  maintenance  of 
tlie  pleitge  to  uist  an  equul  vote  for  Aflatns  and  Finukneir 
i^liouU)  be  observed,  itiid  tliat   a    spirit    of   xniitiml    coneys — 
fiioii   fthoiild   ho   maiiifpitted   by   the    contending    factions— 
But  matters  had  gone  too  far  for  Ruch  moderate  counMls— 
Tliti  cimi-ge  of  bvLun^'in-,'  to  a  "-  BrltiKli  faction  "  liud  worketS. 
iiitiuiltoD  lii^youd  the  point  of  dislike  totrard  Mr.  Adamt<^ 
into  B  condition  of  such  rage  that  passion  seems  to  hnvcs 
completely  um^cnreil  lilri  iHililiciil  juilgnmnt.     His  first  ste^ 
W118  to  tr«n.Hniit  to  Mr.  Aihcnis  a  letter  requesting  an  ex.— 
planation  of  the  chtirg*?  of  bt-longiug  to  a  "  British  factiou,** 
directed  iigiitnst  liiniself.  and  authorized,  as  he  understood, 
by  the   Tri'sidcut  himself.     If  the  latter  uould  have  uti — 
sweri'd   lluK    lutLur  by  a   denial   (jf   the  authornhip  of  thi^ 
cUai^t  it  is  clear  he  should  have  done  bo.    If  he  could  noC^ 
then  the  silence  which  he  observed  \vna  perhaps  the  wi^st 
course   under  the    circumi^tances.     This    much    is   certain , 
that  this  n*fui>ul  to  reply  wao  not  cuk-ulated  to  mend  mnt,— 
ters ;   and  Hamilton  resolvtid  fm-tUwith  to  make  a  public 
attack  oil  the    President.      Ktoiu  Hueh  »  pn»ceeding   AXr. 
Cabot  strove  most  eameally  to  dissuade  him.     He  ropxre- 
sented  to  him  the  absurdity  of  supporting  in  one  breath 
for  the  highest  oflice  in  the  land  a  man  whom  tn  the  n^it 
he  attacked  moat  bitterly.     Though  conceding  the  potwll:)!* 
necessity  of  defending  themselves  against  the  cry  of  "Barit* 
ish  faction,"  Mr.  t'abof  urged   ujmn   Hamilton  the  gi-*** 
dangers  fmm  the  imputation  of  foul  play  which  would      b« 
involved  in  a  public  onslaught  on  their  candidate.     K««*ify 
alive  to  the  ixdieetions  tn  which  such  a  »(ep  would  espxwj 
Hauiilton   himself,   Mr.  Cabot  even  went  so  far  as  to    »)r 
that,  if  Hamilton  must  publish,  he  luul  lietter  do  it  anoin- 
niously.     Hut  all   was  in   vain.     IlamiltoD   published    hii 
attack  on  Mr.  Adams,  and,  in  so  doing,  signed  tho  deati- 
warrant   of   his   party.     Every  thing   had   tended  in   bvt 
one  direetinn  since  the  departure  of  tli«  French  Mii»ioo; 
but  HiuniUoii'ti  pamphleLwas  the  last  act  in  this  melaochclv 


P*i\itica!  drama.  Whatever  clianco  of  bucccbs  the  Fedonil- 
***t»  may  have  hail  before,  nothing  waa  now  possihle  but 
^*5fe*t.  All  confidence  was  destroyed,  all  belief  in  tlio 
^iiJidity  of  party  pledges  and  party  faith  vanished,  and  the 
'^  cxIeiali^U  w«re  left  to  the  contemplation  of  what  their 
^V-n  hiuids  had  wrought.  Mr.  Cabot  M-as  too  experienced 
**■  politicU  observer,  and  too  little  of  an  optimist,  not 
*<J  perceive  clearly  the  unmistakable  prcsjigM  of  disaster. 
■t^rom  his  letters  during  the  summer,  it  is  evident  that  he 
^08  hoping  Ag:unt)t  hofve.  and  that  he  had  prciKin:d  his  own 
>^iad,  and  was  striving  to  prepare  his  friends  for  the  coming 
Ivfeau  But,  however  much  philosophy  he  may  have  dis- 
played in  contemplating  the  probable  future,  his  patience 
»AB  entirely  overcome  when  ho  received  Ilaniilton's  pam- 
;>lilet.  Thftk  thia  ill-timed  and  ilL-adviaed  attack  should 
%Kv«  been  made  at  all  was  bad  enough,  but  that  it  tshuuld 
t>e  each  a  Ume  aeitault  waa  too  juuch  to  be  buriie.  Not 
>nly  waa  the  gelf-gtultiBcation  of  supporting  and  attaching 
the  same  person  aa  complete  aa  he  li:id  foreseen,  but  the 
ittack  itself  seemed  to  him  an  ntter  failure.  Thonjughly 
liahenrtened  aud  di»appuiut«d,  Mr.  Cabot  wrote  lliimiltou 
letter  in  whicbf  with  manly  fnmkness,  but  with  entire 
nurtesy,  he  oxprcsscil  hia  opinion  of  thin  perfornuince. 
to  the  credit  of  bntli  men,  it  may  be  euitl  that  this  honest 
]d  severe  criticism  produced  no  change  or  diminution  in 
teir  friendship. 

[in  due  course,  the  election  was  held;  and  the  Federalists 

kre    compelled    to    endure    the    defeat  which    their  own 

inders  and  high  temper  )iad  made  ineWtablc.     Tr>  every 

who  admires  tlio   Fodenilliit  party,  as  all   intelligent 

fair-minded  men  must;  to  every  one  who  recalls  the 

fage,  the  ability,  the  sagacity  with  which  the  foundn- 

of  Amcricau  nationality  were  htid;  to  all  who  rev- 

:e    the    party   that  counted   Washington,    lliunilltm, 

khall,  and  Adaum  among  its  h-adHrs,  the  Btorj'  of  that 

party's  downfall  must  be  melancholy  in  the  extreme. 
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L(m1  l>y  the  greatest  men  in   Amfirifan  liiatorj-,  office 
with  a  greater  amount  of  ability  limn  was  ever  disiilay 
hj  alt  other  political  parties  iu  America,  the  Federalls- 
by  their  own   strong   an<l    iincnrbed  wills,  liy    tbtjir   ow 
erroi's  mid  tlieir  uwu  pastiions,  brought  u[>on  chemselv 
premature  defeat,  which  neither  the  address  of  Jefferscvsq 
the  wisdnni  of  Madison,  nt>r  all  tJio  |K>pular  majorities 
Democracy  luul  been  able  to  compass ; 

"  And  nluiu  llicy  fell,  tliwy  full  like  Lucifer,  oeYor  to  bi>|>v  atcuu." 

i 


Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

BttooKun.  Jan.  13.  190O. 

Mt  nRXR  Sir,  —  I  have  not  leen  our  friend  Amv^  &incv  ti*? 
]Treivei1  thf^  IcLt'i^r  nf  which  yiiu  Apt^k.  U  is  imposaUile  yon  8bouI«i 
he  free  from  grcut  perpluxitius  ;  but  why  eliould  you  not  coltivHUf  * 

little  fttoicism,  and  not  be  wretched  bec«u«e  aud * 

are  alniut  you? 

Wlmtover  shall  be  done  or  attempted  Uiat  teiida  to  disbouor  n^ 
I  9111  tare  will  not  Im  iiM|>iited  to  yon.  It  will  l>e  mwii  tliat  you 
lanjiHit  niuru  than  ollH>rB  tliac  a  eystcm  etea'lyt  diirnifitHl,  and  ouii' 
iiist«nt  is  too  ulovaltM]  for  thu  Ivw  aud  selSsh  vi«WB  vre  enter1«.it)f 
and  requircfl  ovore  force  and  vigor  ilmn  our  feeble,  diijoiute-d  ma- 
chinery posaeaaes.  Yuu  can  uiily  jtri-'poM  what  ia  fit ;  you  uu«t 
execate  what  is  prescribed,  and  leave  the  rest  to  Heareti. 

Your  faithful  6.  CaBOt. 


Cjldot  to  Wolcott. 

{PrifUt.) 

BitooKLixB,  Jao.  10,  IXtt 

Mr  OKAK  Sir,  —  Mr.  Ames  passed  liutt  urvuing  with  me:  be 
is  to  pronqiiiiw  thu  eulog_y  of  W^iuihirigtoji  before  our  State  I*t^i^ 
tiirc  three  weeks  hence.  I  hope  he  will  weave  into  it  aa  taadiB* 
j)oi>^hJe  of  his  own  imliliw:  ihey  are  uuch  as  Wmliiugton  *P* 
jiruved,  tuid  I  hardly  know  what  greater  praise  can  be  |;iveD  hlBi 
than  a  diitplny  of  this  fact. 

I  luive  viewed  and  reviewed,  again  aud  again,  tJie  picture  J*"* 

>  Left  blank  Id  uaniucript. 
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T  wUheil  to  diMover  that  yov.  hftd  thrown  over  it  aa 

gltxim  darker  lliin  tii«  tnilli,  but  1  btili«ve  it  it>  »  vifrUimili- 
it  pvf*r}r  punieular. 

lui  tiie  momeut  ttiu  miwion  to  France  waa  annoanceil,  it  was 
rorween  lliaL  the  Pre^iilont  woultl  piirt  wt>k-r  and  wider  frooi 
ittiTC,  llriD  friend  of  the  anti-Jacobin  polioy.  irhich  hul  been 
■Ui)t«  difficulty  juat  eHt4ibliiili(^d.  IL  wujt  to  be  fonftceo  tliat, 
et  attack  of  externft]  encmifs  \>e.mg  no  lonj(cr  drtaded,  no 
lUL  nasun  uuuld  be  uffvrvd  tu  ibe  |mo[ilt!  fur  Bubji-ctiu^  lb«iu 

ljiir<ien  of  Hrmit-ti  ami  Ibkoh,  Mlwayx  cMliDux  wlit-n  tir^t  itiv 

axid  onlj  RubnittUNl  to  from  a  roiivictton  of  indii^iH-nHable 
ttjr  »a  plain  and  obvious  that  no  one  can  dispute  ils  extRtence. 

M|piciou8  mHii,  however,  must  di««trcr  that,  while  the  ap- 
%et  of  danger  hiu  <liuiiiiiiJie<l,  iUt  rttdity  \ut*  iucreosed,  sad 

e  are  thrown  back  into  a  ititate  of  |wril  aiul  ejnliarra*Ani«nt 
*  to  UiBt  we  wore  in  eevf-ral  jeora  af^     The  difficulty  then 

nuiku  thv  people  Eciisible  of  the  nature  aiid  (.•xteut  of  the 
•%  to  which  iJie  (_'oiiiilry  wux  (.■xposeil,  uikI  to  xrou>e  a  Hutfi- 
adignation  to  repel  it.  W'lieu  they  wen^-  utmtn<  pentiuided, 
lure  wa«  aili^ited  wbirb  coiiim>licce<i  lUI  tliat  luul  Iteeii  Iiiii||;ht, 
preMed  tJie  riuttg  qiiriu  Should  the  miiwioti  oow  fail  and 
I  be  insfrlent,  it  will  he  in  vain  to  luldreea  the  penplf*&  r<»enL- 
upon  »  Huhject  on  whiL'h  tbi^ii  passiona  have  atri.<u()y  «va|io 
But,  he  all  thia  ils  it  may,  it  is  not  tho  Ictts  iucumltent  OQ 
verument  to  provide  for  the  public  fiofuiy  by  all  tliu  uieuuB 
r  power.  Whatever  inay  be  the  obtlndtM  to  an  anuy,  they 
to  be  overcome :  the  whole  world  m  buuuaiinff  miltlary  ;  and. 
are  wholly  otherwine,  we  ehalL  be  as  fiheep  among  wolves. 
t,«e  thall  hA.Tc  wolves  enough  within  our  own  fold.  If  we 
1  keep  up  our  gtumU. 
>ve  tnor«  than  oncv  Iteen  informMl  that  Mr.  Pitt  has  expneued 

British  cabinet  his  wilUnpKfis  to  mnhe  peace,  hut  has  been 
led.  I  liave  accounted  to  uiysi-lf  for  this  circumstance,  so 
nhnnry  in  a  man  of  hi«  iuHexihility,  by  supitOMJtig  that  Aa 
felt  Uie  extreme  dilHcuIty  of  providing  the  means  to  sup|)orl 
IT.  If  tlie  similarity  of  situutions  can  be  supposed  to  buve 
1  your  opinions.  I  shriuld  not  wonder;  for,  notwithstanding 
Msted  resourciM  aeiuully  exutting.  feucb  i>>  tJie  luuchinvry  by 

Ibej  are  lo  be  drawo  forlh,  that  »n  Ameriran  finuiicier  hu 
tUlj  an  nclvantuge  over  the  British.    Tlte  Hoi]uiesc«iice  in  tJia 
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direct  tax  ift  surh  rs  I  hopp  will  enmnrage  the  Feilrralisia  Ir 
it  permniivDt.      But  u-hy  situiilil  iml  sume  of  the  ttujKtrt  ilutiofs.     | 
gTMtly  incn>aBM  ?     IlaU  &  dollar  upi^n  <^tim7'  tHij-«ix  poutidi  of  mmi 
woaM  t>e  nn  excellent  Inx.     Ttio  article  u  bulky  aiid  iinjKirtedj 
evasion  in  iherefore  rlifficnlL     It   is  of  univ^mal  uiw,  aiid  lliprt'fore 
tho  tax  would  Iw  produrtivo.     Though  not  pwrftrtly  «]nal.  it  is  ar 
muL*h  fio.  probably,  an  niiy  tux  can.  be;  and,  if  it  b<>  puiictoully  Atnf 
pci'p(!tua1ly  pnicl.  the  inequality  will  be  almost  lumiliilalt^l  by  ihi 
inri'^Mant  opemtion  of  well-kt^owti  prluoiples.     I  see  nu  objectioi  to 
doubliii(;  the  dnties  L>n  ten,  aad  raisiitg  them  uoii».idt;rab]y  on  eoStt 
and  SDgnr.     Tliem  u>  certainly  no  reason   why  theHe  and  miijr 
Hrticles  should  not  btf  luxud  as  high  aa  tht:y  will  licor  in'/W 
mironra^in^  smugtfliug-     ITii*   i»   a   limit   vwrj-   important   l«  I* 
known.     I  iini  not  enough  in   tlm  world  to  know  what  pa»ei 
openly,  »lill   le88  clandestinely  ;    but  I  have  always  eniertaiiMJ 
gr(>ftt   fear*  on  this  poiiiL     So  far  a«  I  have  known  tlie  opInioM 
which  have  prfvailfd.  smti^ling  appenrs  to  have  benn  desniHliii* 
faniou§.     WlmU'ver  hss  bteii  practised  must  therefore  hare  l**" 
hidden  frum  the  ciliKCus  aa  well  an   the  rt-venue  officers,  uvd  verr 
few  iiK'ii,  probubly,  hiive  lieen  hardy  enough  lo  tuiEird  the  '^^ 
grace ;  but  we  have  had  a  tide  of  commeroini  pro«perily  coottwily 
flowing  :  this  raust  turn,  and  the  aun  taerufumet  will  then  mMm 
many  ecinplt-s.     The;  eok-rtiuu  of  laxus  is  a  choice  among diffic'il' 
tie>*;  ami  it  abriudiintly  appiMint.  1  lliiiik.  that  iiidirwct  taxes,  ai  ib^ 
nre  calEeil,  nr«  the  moat  tolernble,  and  therefore  theso  must  be  of 
ried  as  lii^li  a-t  they  can  be  collected.     Doubtless  new  oud  adcK* 
tional  guardii  will  liecome  requisitA:  but,  as  it  become*  moMU^ 
mure  undurKlond  that  all  smuggling  in  paid  for  by  the  fair  craifef* 
I  think  u   pretty  vigurttus  Kysteui   may  be  established.     From  lb* 
monfif-lfiinKg  rharncter  of  our  people  ad  wt-ll  afi  from  the  natnrto* 
our  govcrament,  I  have  always  thought  the  revenues  are  (o  b* 
pritw-ipally  securtvl   lij-  tlin  fon^  of  pecuniary  |M<uultie«.      If  ihf* 
rnn  he  so  contrived  that  they  catinnt  he  avoided,  Imt  fdiall  be  aimjf 
dr«tid«<]  by  tlio»«  wiiu  offend,  1  tbink  the  offemters  will  be  fen  »»^ 
the  reviHiue  saf«.     My  object  wonltl  bw  to  luive  peualtiei  nrftn^ 
rntlutr  tlinn  exce»fiive.  and  subject  lo  no  Hmitadon  of  time  or  plw^ 
which  should  bar  full  proof. 

Your  view  of  conLioorital  Europe  is  more  unfavorable  and  much 
more  jtrufouud  than  my  imagiiiutiuu  had  formed.  Dnnblleai  di* 
eelli(>line»B  of  the  German  Emperor  if  a  bar  to  the  eiertica*  ^ 


COBBESPON  DEXCE. 


26T 


coD<inerci]  States,  A  glorious  opportunity  bu  bMn  lost  to 
toy  llitr  powiT  6f  JaoobiiuHiu.  So  much  (lt.-p«Dd«  on  opinion, 
:|beftBiH«ssnf  itio  i^iiipiu<^i  in  liair  would  liava  annetl  tia|{ 
)nropf  uiTHiii^i  Knutire  uml  IitiU  of  France  n^^iiiot  lli*  iwurp- 
if  tb«>  (ywilition  hail  acted  fnirly,  on  priiirip]t>.t  eittintly  jURt  an4 

sapport4Ml  faithfully  their  &nt  euterpribes.  !>uw»rrow  liaj 
iiinted  his  army  by  employing  litem  ia  th«  senioe  he  hud  to 
onn:  ho  vm»  cxhjtustc^l,  though  always  victorious;  aud  as  ho 

Kied  FnuK'e,  where  wiu  ilio  iiuiiii  IkmLv  of  his  enemies,  bo 
Qsi  aloDO.  Hut  will  not  the  adversity  which  doaes  the 
paigu  upejuto  to  wiitc  mure  dusoly  imd  uffecluiUly  the  tlireu 
U  powers  ? 

confess  to  yon  nothing  oui  exceed  my  chagrin  at  seeing  a  cam* 
p,  which  promised  every  thing  to  my  hopes  produce  so  liltJe. 
1,  however,  it  biu  protluoed  something  of  value  ;  it  has  proved 
he  terrified  people  of  varicmN  coniitries  that  thnir  oppresttora 
ftrt  immortsi,  and  thnt  whoever  opposes  them  with  cuumge  will 
M  ihefli.  It  has  shown  Prance  incapnblo  of  snch  grefli  efforts 
he  made  for  iteveral  successive  years,  when  she  easily  sent  funb 
kor  tell  hundred  thouKind  Bolilier«  to  plimder  and  destroy  thooo 
irefaseit  to  be  her  willing  slaves.  She  has  ibia  year  manifestmt 
at&ujiiuty  for  the  safety  of  her  revulultimary  sysiiim.  »rid  baa 
m  nnnble  to  cummnnd  five  hundred  lliuii-witil  fur  tier  own  defi'uee. 
a  ncall  of  several  great  leailers  from  Kgypt  indicates  an  nbnn- 
'tnent  of  all  ho|)e  of  nny  ntcoecs  in  tlint  tjuarter,  mid  proliably 
)  Id  part  <irea<iionod  by  a  want  of  tbo  name  and  tnlenta  of  6omo 
tVm  urtd  the  support  of  their  uiiittrd  parUMmis, 
1  do  uot,  therefore,  yet  tle»palr  of  rc»piitg  uexl  year  thu  guldfU 
i^t  Z  vainly  expected  at  this  lime.  The  surrv-t  in  Hollnud 
J  tempt  tl»B  Kreiieh  one*  more  to  cx[>ose  their  Heel,  They 
re  Urotig  induc4<inonlf( ;  and.  if  tliey  yield  to  ibeui.  England  w'M 
>baUy  be  roiuvigurated  by  another  uaval  vieiory. 

G.  Cabot. 


Cabot  to  Gore. 

Ja^.  si,  1800. 

Ur  DKAR  Sni,  — T^ng  befiirft  ihia  will  reaeh  you,  Mr.  Payne* 
Ihave  arrived,  and  informed  you  of  the  kIhIu  of  tiling  hero. 
'tjr  have  grown  »oroethuig  won>«  since  he  dei>arted.     The  tide  of 

1  Ur.  Gore's  Bgu-hi-law. 
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veaUh  wfaicli  hnd  flon-ul  to  long  Iim  coiisictoralily  eb>>e[),  xnH   t 
effeci  of  lUis  cUange  luu  becoaio  Tuililt-  io  every  tiling.     Proper!/ 
hoM  fiillen  in  price;  real  e«tiUe«.  es|)«cially,  are  uot  wortL  to  uutr^i 
by  Iwenty  per  fi>nt  as  three  mniillis  sj^i.     Onr  [mlities  Ituv^  de- 
clinuii  Hs  inticli  as  our  commercial  weultli.     Tliu  most  sennHiit  Fff- 
eralisU  urc-  generolly  silent.     They  would  offend.  U  Uiey  (poles 
frei^ly  wlini  rliey  think.     With  nil  their  cinniinspecxioii.  tliey  m 
denounced  howeverns  oligarchical,  lu  ninaing  at  a  dietulur<tlii(i  ovr 
thf!  exeinilive.     Tour  old  triend  Olia  is  said  lo  be  worKhippiDji  at 
the  L*ri«iduii[JHl  ittiriue;  ami  thuru  are  thuse  who  dmrge  liitn  nilk 
siiititter  virH's.  lliosu   who  think  lliat   liv  vroiilil  even  go  mXa  tlw 
departmeiic  of  state,  if  tJio  iiitmctiibilily  of  ibe  present  ineunlMa 
■lioiild  provoke  his  diHinissal,  &c.     But  you   musL  reject  tliett 
slanderfi. 

The  present  IlnuHe  of  Beprfanntatircs  in  CongrRM  in  oora|WHl 
of  a  ^renter  number  of  Fedurali»C&  tJiaii  any  former  one.  but  itMj 
are  nncemenled.  and  vrill  Ao  Xta*  than  their  prcdeceMora  to  proDOte 
the  common  weid.  You  may  liee  by  their  nnavror  to  the  epeecL 
]i»w  diey  lire  eiiiiiarniMM'^d.  In  order  to  ti.itiiify  Mr.  ^I:ir»hiill  U>1 
the  Suuthern  Fi->denilisl«,  it  was  nece&sary  tfi  appear  wiiisfleil  iri^ 
tliu  mJKfiiDu;  and  iu  order  to  please  ullierK,  perhajw  all  the  tni* 
FedemlioU.  it  w»g  neoeMary  to  withhold  all  praitso  of  the  tneawrft 
Hence  on  awkward  drcumlncutory  phraseology  rc«ult«<l.  rhkbi 
while  it  seemed  to  approve,  does  not  rtnVy  approve  tlie  8t»p> 

tn  ihr;  mean  time.  \h»  hottmtt  but  uninfftmied  part  of  the  oinniw 
nity  is  pi'r]>lL'X('d  «nd  iwmfouiided,  Al  one  time,  they  are  loM  tW 
Fninie  i^  no  t^tilV-vbleil  [hnl.  olie  liiii  no  loiignr  inspire  fear,  anit  dX 
she  will  mnke  pence  on  such  terms  as  the  coatei«ced  puwen  nttf 
choose  to  offer  her.  Again,  they  are  lold  that  peace  1^  impractis* 
ble.  Slid  that  the  alUt-a.  grown  inaoleat  from  aucceaa,  are  jtrea^f  K* 
bu  fL'Ai-ed,  »Lid  tliut  priidi-ueo  rei|uirc8  every  oppodUon  to  be  iv^ 
lo  them  til  prefi.-rvf  the  bnl.iiieH  iif  power.  Hut  at  ibis  nKiinuCI  *• 
is  dixcoven-d  t1i.it  the  coalition  is  al  an  end  and  triumphiwU  •"" 
that  France.  im>tead  of  being  (irovokcd,  should  be  amused  ami  f^ 
ciliated.  ThuH  our  speculations  vary,  and  every  arriTal  ditcloMH 
Ufi  a  new  reason  for  the  miit^iun  to  F'nuice. 

Uiilmppi'ly,  the  Federal iot)!  of  the  North  do  not  agrM  wllb  Uwv 
of  the  SiHiih.  The  former  have  pretty  generallr  estprwrtd  •• 
open  (liwippmbalion,  whUc  lUu  latter  have  as  uponly  vindicaW  i^' 
iiuj»sioQ  to  France.     The  antis  of  WrffLum  maintain  that  tbo  ftaf 
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U  haa  iMtPO  onni[H4lcit  hj  the  farce  nt  public  opinion  tn  atUmpB 
C|[qtuitton  which  ho  means  should  fail,  from  tlit-  improper  char* 
trof  rhc  poraons  he  employed  and  [ho  inailiniAtihIo  lermi  he 
I  probably  demancled.  They  oonfeti^.  honTvrT.  Iio  has  done  veil 
A  P&rtia)  yieldioj;  to  the  popuJar  voic<t,  »iid  they  trusl  lo  the 
giMuiiuity  or  Kniiin:  M  do  the  rest.     Frtiiia?  kiiotrn,  they  uy* 

ilepresaixl  ooudiliou  of  the  true  rfjiuhlii^iii^  in  thi;  lliiii*.>d  Slates 
tertbe  ptVM'-ut  ndmiiiixtraEiori,  ami  will  ihrr^fon:  arii^inmotlute 
!  behavior  lu  tl;f>  preaent  exigency,  ftod  thii4  keep  open  the  door 

kcumplete  rvitomtion  of  friendship  iiny-on</-Ay.  If  it  cannot  be 

Mfd  now.     On  the  oihor  hand,  the  Soaihem  Fr.I(>rjilisis  have 

BWtl'u  Iu  di:fcn(l  llic  uiisi^iffi]   ii«  irt'if,  ii'iirerr,  iind  well-timfd, 

f^,  if  it  fail,  ali  nv^n  init«t  admit  it  a  full  proof  of  the  utoder- 

)o  at  OUT  government  atid  the  injustice  and  hontile  demgut  of 

tnoe. 

foa  tee  General  Marshall  leads  in  Congress.    He  donblleis  hu 

Uialenu  and  I  lielieve  ^n-ixl  virtues;  hut  I  fuir  he  is  not  yet  a 

biciaii,*  nii<l  hu  miicU  to   learn  on   the  subject  of  practicaiflt 

inriea  of  free  goTemment. 

It  n  long  since  I  have  lieani  from  you.     Douhileea  yon  liar's 

•t  ilUn.'ilprt  tn  restate,  but  I   indiilf^  the   ho|>e  that   the  miRfnr- 

IM  vhich  hare  cloned  the  cnmpnign  will  produce  a  more  efTecltial 

Uliiiiation    and  greater  exerliotiK  the   lu'xt   »eaKnii.      Sncli    one 

uldtuppo4e  lobe  the  tendency.     An«ri(\  niiinl  now  see  that  a 

■nolii'v  has  ruined  every  tiling  at  ihi-  <i:iinu  time  thut  enough 

HHn   ilunv  to  jirove  to  all    jiKrlies   lUut    France  ran   Iw  thor- 

|Mj  beoton,  tf  the  allies  do  their  best.     I  have  written  Ittr.  King 

Oelliuig  like  what  ih  written  here,  yetierdny,  which  will  go  by  a 

hreot  ship. 

I  lieg  yon  to  believe  tne  alwayi  your  unfeigned  friend,' 

^  G.C. 

^B  Cabot  to  Wot.cott. 

H|  Bboqkukb,  Feb.  38,  190a 

"T  t>EAR  Sir.  —  I  presnme  yon  have  leiimed  thnt  the  King  o£ 
■Uatrk  hati  joined  the  coalition,  and  that  a  treaty  ia  ncgniiating 

'  Te  muft  remember  tlial  polttlcan  ka«l  t  loinevrlmt  iliRrrcni  «viite  In 
ftfrom  ilmi  whkh  il  nnw  hran.  By  "  puliricinn,"  Mr  (.'hIioI  ni«<iiiit  tine 
Win  public  polk-y  kii<]  thr  praclicul  am  of  HMU-crnft  and  Kn»enMii«il. 
'TUi  k'ttcrgivcft  a  pnintully  exact  dvix^riptieii  of  Uk-  dflHtuliii-D  and 
tnctkiiu  by  which,  tluuik*  tv  thur  uwu  disseusiutu,  Uie  F^ikralisU  wem 
iU  lina  bUek 
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IMCP* 


at  Stockholm  with  a  view  tn  enga^  Swerlcn.  It  la  delflnninrf.  " 
tltiii  can  hv  vxotaf\Khvi\  by  Kngland  aud  Rossia,  to  Lreal  ottr^B^ 
powLTS  u'lio  shall  tTAde  with  FraDC«  a«  accom/>liee». 

TiiHeymnd  was  takfiii  unilcr  the  conitiilar  i>iil nmnfte  iipoblt'^' 
hvVwi  thjit  llie  eiivoj-s   from   ihe  United  Stales  wpto  on  th«irp»^a- 
8(ige  (o  France..     It  i«  hoped  in  England  tlial  Suwarrow  will  t:»^ 
Ui^^ely  reinforwd.  and  with  the  addition  of  a  German  diriffionnt-Il 
act  on  the  Rhine,  and  that  AuMriawill  act  »epnraiely.     BouhtJc*^ 
if  the  Emperor  ot  Germany  is  bo  disposed,  the  aliie*  mar  ctir^ 
ftU    befuru  ihi-w:  but  our  \tast  fxpL-rifucn  d-ma  iiol  authurijc  n* 
to  expect  tlie  dincerity  nml  good   faltli  which   the   ioterest  o(  al' 
requires. 

1  rcmoui  your  much  obliged  and  affoctionate  friend, 

GCOBGE  Cabof. 

Cabot  to  Gobr. 

Mascu  S7,  ISOO. 

Mr  DRAR  Sib, — I  owe  you  a  tbou»nnd  lettera  wliicli  I  alnfl 
never  pay;  and^  if  a  bfliikriipl  Uw  Bhould  pa»8  for  this  specie*  of 
debtors,  I  resolve  tn  take  advantage  of  ir,  and  defmnd  yoa  of  jtiar 
dueft.  A  few  day-t  Hgo  we  received  Lhe  coii»tilutioD  of  Kui>Da|iart« 
&  Co.  for  the  lear  IHOO,  It  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  examiao 
the  merits  of  imy  thing  so  transient  and  bo  useless  as  a  French 
coniitituttoD.  Its  design  i«  duiibtleu  to  amuse  the  naiioD  wlulo 
their  ntHAtem  fleece  them.  But  I  am  tUliifhted  with  [<ord  GrO' 
ville'a  note  to  the  infamous  Jeiiigilii-al  Talleyrand.'  It  broallm  * 
noble  difdniti  which  every  muu  of  Knglish  blood  ought  to  f<^>* 
You  must  allow  ine  Kti1l  to  admire  this  nation,  who  have,  attp^ 
ovTteh-es,  the  beat  people  and  the  best  government  in  the  world* 
"Wittiniil  as  much  urtiaiiity  as  they  ought  to  havw.  they  luive  more 
gtio<I  principles  ami  b(.'ttcr  habitfi  than  others.     'ITiey  have  ae  iniaTt* 

'  As  soon  asNniMlenn  had  selxeil  upon  the  sapremp  power,  he  ximAtat*^^ 
tun*  of  ppatt-  to  KiiiflArifl.  Ixird  GrpnTille  HiTlhieil  llw»v  orprlun^t,  oa  t''* 
(TOtind  thst  KoalnnH  wn^'t  n  piirtly  t]i-(tn»ive  war  in  hi-lwlf  of  \wTu;\t  is*" 
hrr  alli«.  and  (or  the  security  of  "  prtvpertv,  |>ennnal  lihorly,  MtL-ial  Ofdr*"- 
and  religion*  freiwlom."  A*  lone  a*  Ihe  urstcm  of  altackinii  the  very  ttia^ 
enc'D  of  dvil  iix.-ieiy  was  silhcivd  to  by  Fmnve,  Lord  GrrDville  ui4  £u||b>i^ 
woiil«l  neier  itiaki-  peace  Il»-  tiid  not  C'>n«iJiT  tUot  the  advwit  of  S«lio<«** 
and  hill  uiurpntion  tA  jiowi-r  p>*e  niiy  milHi^iiiit  plrJjtr  in  it»i'lf  for  the  iht**" 
dcwineut  of  Ihv  rtrolutionnry  M-mirn.  Thi*  bold  and  doiprtniiied  nnie  t" 
Lord  rirpiiville  ii  given  in  full  hi  AliK'n's  HiaXiary  ot  Europe,  IV.  M.  I"^ 
Sea  abti  TLivrs,  UI»toire  dn  CoD»ulat,  62,  M. 


«  tliey  can  ma»i^  Rnd  more  than  w>y  other  people  of 
can  immediately  bear,  while  their  gprenwacm  is  as  just  ns 

more  encrgnrtic' 
rtll  liarc  learned  hj  the  newspapers  diat  Truxton  hiia  lately 

great  bonor  in  parsubg,  atlacking,  and  hentXug  an  envmy 
«  inn»t  have  knowo  to  W  his  superior  in  force.*  Our 
rjr  ha*,  on  the  whole,  done  frcni  tenrice ;  our  ftonimerce  is 
u  and  it  in  jirutty  well  pmrifi^Hl. 

ghre  jtm  no  iaformation  of  domestic  pnlitir«.  for  I  have 

kuowD  of  any  ibing  passing  borund  tbo  limits  of  mr  own 
seaeveral  weeks.  Strong  and  Ucrry  are  the  guhcruutorial 
(a:  tbn  first  would  doubtleu  be  a  Ip^at  HiN|iiUiiioii,  and 
mI  an  injury  to  ihe  taune  of  good  government;  but  yon  ara 
ODclude  that  \h»  fonuL'rwtll  of  a  ctriaint^  be  elected.  It 
r  probable,  bnt  tbe  advantage  of  PresidciiriiLl  favor  is  in 
'  the  latter.*     Delicacy  or   a  mistaken  polii'V  prevented 

digcuuioD  of  the  oonduol  nf  Mr.  Gerry :  in  cijn«e<|iteiice, 
■  censured  than  he  deaerres  to  be  among  the  small  Feder- 

llitilitndtng  the  de»iM>ndency  yon  sometimes  feel,  it  iteenis 
nt  there  U  good  ^ound  to  expeet  tliat  Kn;;Uiid  will  pentiMt 
istJlity  to  JaoohiuiHUi  nnlJI  the  fnrce  of  the  iteet  is  destroyed. 
^_^  Youra  truly,  G.  C 

^^^B        Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

^^^r  Bxoom.iK«,  .Moj-  20,  1800. 

•SAS  Sir,  —  While  I  feel  the  bighcst  indignation  at  tbe 
)d  treatment  of  Mr.  Pickering.  I  foci  no  Il-ss  regret  at  tbe 
'   he   tvpposrs   it  luu  created   for  btin  to  go   ngKin    into 

ri^irs  ntc«  ihMe.  Mr.  Cabot  and  men  who  fi>lt  u  he  did  were 
'Brilbh  factinD.''  T<i->1av  (liFj-ftppoarieniiMi-AiKipmpfronaiigh; 
were  ilMMi  reganled  with  arnttinfnt*  of  hnrrtir,  anrt  thtue  whn  lield 
Innt  wen-  dmoiuiced  by  thi:  Dumocrnlf  aa  ninnarcli»t>  al  litari, 
i»  vl  tlic  republic. 

Iton'cdtfeal  of  the  Trench  frlRale  "  I■^"■"'■^^c•n^o  "  Tlil*  wm  lliv 
V  •xplulti  of  DUr  nary,  m  Trnxtoii  ws*  th<-  tlral  nf  nur  navsl  Iii-t<ii-ii. 
WiniRforlunp,>)ow«rrr.  t«  tic  a  fiMteralisl ;  andJclIenton  neiztA  llw 
rtanliy  lo  rid  the  navnL  ilTvIcc  and  the  criuiilry  of  tiltn  and  hla 
I  poliilci. 

election  nvullod  fn  the  choke  nf  Strong  by  a  mnjoritj-  nf  about 
'eUundrpd.  Tho  oppnoUion,  lio<tevL-r,*bDwed  much  moreilrengtb 
ggBcmlly  KoUci[iatvd. 
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tho  wil'Irrness.  Mr.  PirlHrin^'fi  rripiids  iind  family  conTiMdo 
nre  grratly  distressed  at  the  ids*  of  his  undertiituDg  ncir  seuL  ■ 
n»>ntfl  at  hin  time  of  life,  and  with  n  largo  fainilr ;  and  the?  hH^^ 
ileput*'d  Mr.  Timothy  Willianiit,  neiihew  of  Mr.  Piekfriii;:.  W  gj 
to  I'liiladt-'lphia,  and  dii^ftUHilc  him.  if  ptimiiiiie,  from  es<H'iititig  \  » 
project.  I  havi!  dt-fiired  Mr.  WitUsms.  who  in  a  »et)B)ble  and  i~< 
8|>ectaiilc  iimu.  lo  liiU  on  yuu  for  8udi  Hdvitn-  iind  information  -a 
he  m«v  lu'i'il.  Ynii  c«ii  ]irob»l>Iy  inrnrtn  Iiim  wlietli»>r  Mr.  Picko^ 
iiig  vrniiM  lie  likely  to  lhnl  em[i]oyineiit  tuifflcifiilly  loorfliivt;  in  tbi 
hnnkft,  insnntiice  conipanieB,  or  any  other  great  corponitiou  «■! 
PhilAdelphia.  I  recollect  ftomo  yuirii  aj^,  when  Mr.  D&miitoa  wau 
Secretary  of  the  Treusury.  vou  wurt*  oflcii  spoken  of  m  a  BuilaL>I< 
president  for  ihe  bnnk  of  (he  Uiiite«i  Ktnten;  *tHl  At  that  tims  1 
hare  nf>  dmibl,  if  ymi  hnd  rhnsen  the  office,  you  wonld  have  biul  ill 
n-ith  3  haiiiliiomo  tialury.  If  suy  thing  similar  is  attainable  noir.  Ij 
think  you  must  know  it;  and  I  abotild  imagine  Mr.  Pickering'ft 
cJaiiiiB  would  1h?  ndmitied  by  every  good  niao. 

KxctiAt!  niy  tn^iuliliii);  you  on  thiH  occasion,  whicli  int«re4la  evAryl 

friend  to  virtue,  In  jufltic'e,  nr  the  gnvemment.  | 

Your  faithful  friend,  GeoROt  Cabot. 


Cabot  to  PiORERirro. 


« 


Brooklixb.  Mnr  VI,  tSOO- 

Mt  utar  Sir,  —  Mr.  Williams,  knowing  the  interest  I  uke  tn 
wliatever  eonccriir'  yoii,  liaa  put  into  my  hands  the  letter  in  which 
you  speak  of  the  President^  conduct  toward  you,  and  your  iDtei]<f<^ 
iruKratii^n.      Kvery  lionei^t  mitid  will  feel  indigunnt  »l  nuch  tinnies^ 
ited  trwitmrni.  wherever  it  is  known.    Bui  permit  me.  to  a«k  whrllW 
it  i»  obsolntvly  necessary  thiil  jou  Bubje<:t  yountelf  again  to  nil  ifc" 
Hardid)i|is  and  tinlTeriiigs  nhicb  are  Lnsepnrable  from  a  oev  vtil^ 
inciit  in  the  witdeniewi?     I  don't  i^ly  mncb  iii»on  the  gmtilodi?"' 
Koriety.  ami  iheivfi>re  should  not  expect  your  ju«t  claims  tn  uvail; 
hut  t  rjinnot  \m'  pi-rsuiided  lliai  your  well-kuowu  talentu  and  ([uaJi- 
tien  would  ri^main  lung  mii^niploycd  ami  iin&uugbl  for  in  Philiiifc'' 
phia.     I  huve  converwl  with  Judge  Danx  and  some  otlirr  frianU 
on  this  topic,  and  all  njtree  \\ml  you  ought  not  tn  withdmir  fr»* 
the  world   until  a  fair  experiment,   shall    prov«  it  to  be  neceMf?* 
This  it  is  believed  will  never  happen.     If  nothing  better  ocew* 
why  shiiulU  you  not  uoiivorL  youi-  lands  Uito  money,  aud  oaw  teAt 


ITamiltok  to  Cabot.' 
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try   Tonr  fortane  in  trade?    I  1iat«  do  doubt  thut,  ns  a  wmmiwoii] 
Dta^rcliant,  y<m  wotild  lint]  more  encoiira^enivnt  tliiti)  formerly,  uiidl 
■t  MTonM  ROon  bring  farwanl  tliu  liilecittj  uf  sonio  of  your  eous. 
Bny  rat«.  I  lUuk  you  ought  uot  to  <7iicou[it«r  the  \a\ton  ami  nelf- 
^enials  of  the  frontiers  until  ono  ye«rs  Mini  nf  what  mn  he  dnnal 
on  the  aaOpboanL     Wherever  tou  may  be,  mid  whatever  you  tiiially 
decide  to  undertake,  you  will  havo  my  ank-ot  prayer*  for  your 
■liappiDcss,  aikrl  ihat  of  all  about  joa,  in  which  seiitimeDt    Mra.j 
■  Cabot  mosi  iMrdially  unite*. 
I  Your  faithful  friend,  Geobob  Cabot.,] 

IIsADQrARTBRs.  Oxford,  June  11. 1800. 

Snt,—  It  is  juat  r^Mrted  to  me  that,  amoni;  [he  mi>Aik8  of  jiayili|p 

tb«  troops  vhicb  have  Iwen  transmit  Itrd  to  this  plane,  there  is  a 

tRaujry  draft  on  the  collector  at  Portsmouth  for  five  thousand. 

di^Un.     Without  this  sum,  the  troopi  cannot  l>e  put  in  pouot^ioa 

nf  i\s,\r  duea;  niiii  a  recourse  to  the  collector  would  ho  atU'niled 

ttilh  n>iiftidit>rahle  d«-lay.     It  would  therefore  t>e  nec^fcutry  to  keep 

Ui  entire  regimnnt  here  for  sonm  Lime,  and  thus  an  expeiioe  of  Rome 

■■Dpottaiioe  would  bo  incurred  hy  the  public.     Undi^.r  thtn  %-iKW 

of  ibe  aobject,  I  tmftt  you  will  <lo«m  it  expedient  to  Hdv.iii<?e  the 

"MMj  and  take  the  draft  on  the  collector  of  Porijumouth.     lu 

■ioing  10,  you  will  particularly  oblige  the  array,  and  render  a  sor- 

^10  th«  goveratnenu     The  consideration  of  the  loom  you  can 

"Wage  berwiftor  with  tlie  Treasury  Departmeau 

With  consideration,  Ac.,  A.  IIahiltox. 

Cabot  to  Wolcott, 

BBooKLtME,  Jima  l>l,  1600. 

Mr  DEAR  FaiEWD,  —  I  hare  more  than  onoo  spoken  of  your 
•"oatioo  in  the  govemmcnt  to  m<^n  whom  yi>u  alre.-iJv  esteum, 
"wto  others  whom  you  would  cit^^em,  if  you  knt^w  them.  They 
•■I  agree  that  you  fulli]  a  A»yA  Imi  difficult  liafy  in   remaining  at 

'  THit  lMt«  was  an  offieiiil  one.  ■rlrirpiuM  to  Mr.  C«t«n  in  Ijw  i-apndt/ 
^  INtddrat  of  the  Oflltsc  of  Discount  anil  Doponit  of  Htv  rntk-ilStnlcK  linnk, 
Hmimo.  Mr-  Cabul  bad  acwpled  tbU  post  at  the  lime  of  Hauiiiton'B  BHr»- 
^im.    Seep.  7& 
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your  post.  wliHn  thi»  pnWic  frixi'l  w  slmngly  dRmnnd^  it. 


liliiV 


four  apprvliviisjoiiK,  i  liope  you  irill  see  the  l»iie 
presulenlm)  ek'Otbn  bt-forc  you  decide  on  any  new  course  o(  lift 
It  is  nnt  eoKy  to  answer  satisfactorily  the  quesiJuii,  "  buvr  far  lb 
inHui-utial  ruoo  in  MnwacliUHettji  mil  go  m  alteinjitiii^  lo  uve  til 
dfi^lhiii)^  oaUBf?"  Ynii  may,  how«'v«-r,  rely  upon  it  lliat  the  mat 
injlnrittiul  men  lliink  im  yuii  do  iipoii  tlic  tiuturu  of  uiir  i]itlic(illic) 
ami  th«  remedy  for  them.  It  is  one  of  the  evils  incidental  to  pop 
ular  sTstP.njft,  that  the  be^tl  friends  of  government  feel  thcmselTe 
obliged  to  rnoceal  the  defects  Riid  magnify  tlie  good  quiililies  0 
those  who  ndminiftler  pnhlic  alTuint.  A  rt-piitation  and  degree  a 
persoujil  potrer  is  hy  this  ui'L-aus  a<v|iiirf<l,  »liii-h  may  be  used  (a 
wi-oni;  purpoHeit,  and  eunnnC  hf.  snddi>nly  coiinCeracted.  A  pcrfec 
Bilenrp  Iih-4  Ik^h  ob^ervRd  in  Matsiicliusetts  nnlil  very  lately  on  th 
cnpriees,  ill>lmmor.  pellisbuess,  and  extreme  vanity  of  a  nutu  wh 
with  these  faiiltH  nini  weaknruea  pO!i»PiMefl  Homu  goo^l  qtuUli^i 
gniat  tnluntii  fur  unpolitical  »poeiilalion,  and  hm  nindered  soin 
iitiportatit  »ervi<?c».  Many  (pwjd  men  hail  the  fear,  us  ycni  km* 
that  Mr,  Adams  would  make  wild  slaeni^e,  if  placed  ni  the  helm 
nolwilhti landing  be  had  written  well  on  the  subjeci  of  politic* 
navigiiliou  :  but  those  men  supprestod  their  opinions,  and  co-opoi 
aled  with  others  in  giving  praise  as  often  as  Iht-y  oonld,  and  tht: 
eoutributed  to  strengthen  iLe  public  sentiment  in  his  favor.  Tbti 
hi*  fame  is  in  nome  iinrt  interwoven  with  the  web  of  llie  iintioial 
government.  Local  ideaa  also  twauiir  to  unite  them  in  the  niiorls  c 
the  people  her^>.  so  ihnt  every  atti>mpt  Lo  separate  tliem  is  ill  1^ 
eein-d.  t  think,  however,  that,  if  electors  were  now  to  be  appfrdnioi 
th''y  wonld  vote  unanimuasly  for  AdiLm^  and  Pincknuy.  Our  Lcgi< 
lature  hxve  taken  this  biiiiiiieHsi  into  thpir  own  hand^^ ;  and.  altltoo^ 
they  do  not  wi»h  to  ap^  Mr.  Adams  cliKoirded,  I  am  aatisfied  thej 
would  not  hazard  the  miseliiof  of  having  Mr.  JeflersoD  elected  l>9 
■WMtlng  a  tiuffh  Fwlcral  %-ote.  Every  moment  hrin^  me  nrw  pnxil 
that  lilt.*  opinion  eittendi  iti«elf  of  the  propriety  of  unilitig  off  on^ 
voles  with  the  Federalists  of  other  Slates,  as  the  only  measure  ^ 
•whieh  the  government  can  be  prcserveit.  Having  thus  given  vtrt 
my  own  single  opintuu,  I  ought  to  suggest  my  apprvbousion  A*^ 
great  pains  wiEl  Im;  taken  in  the  ronrae  of  the  summer  to  Tomt  tha 
psMions  and  prejodicM  of  our  people  in  various  ways,  and  briaV 
them  to  bear  upon  the  T^fe^Rlatiire  in  such  a  manner  na  to  detff 
them  from  pursuing  ihuir  own  measures  on  principles  which  ao^ 
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o  gDvern.  Kventa  abroad,  too,  may  be  of  a  kind  to  l>e  convertible 
o  t,lie  Bame  parpoees.  All  these  and  other  contingenoies  are  deduc- 
AoziB  from  present  estimates  which  you  will  naturally  make.  Oa 
the  whole,  I  truat  the  good  sense  of  New  England  will  see  its  in- 
terest, and  will  not  sacrifice  it  to  the  views  of  any  individual. 

Yours  faithfully  and  affectionately,  George  Cabot. 


PiCKERiKo  TO  Cabot.* 

Philadelphia,  June  IS,  1800. 

Dear  Sir,  —  While  McKean's  election  was  pending,  it  was 
g^Ten  out  that,  if  he  should  be  chosen  governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  insurgenU  would  be  pardoned,  and  many  other  good  thiiigg  done 
for  the  patriots  and  true  repuUicant.*  McKean  was  with  the 
President  shortly  before  the  pardons  iaaued,  and  I  am  assured 
Bp«iit  many  hours  with  him  the  preceding  afternoon.  The  Jacobins, 
fw  from  giving  the  President  any  credit  for  his  "  clemency,"  ascribe 
the  pardons  (and  justly)  to  political  views.  I  have  Iwen  told  that 
Fries  manifested  his  "  penitence "  by  reviling  the  government  as 
KoQ  as  he  was  set  at  liberty. 

A  day  or  two  before  the  President  set  off  for  the  city  of  "Wash- 
ington, a  gentleman  in  conversation  with  him  mentioned  the  dis- 
"lission  of  one  Jacob  Mayer,  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Cape 
Francois,  whom  he  (the  gentleman)  had  supposed  a  deserving  man. 
"Why  [said  the  President],  he  slandered  Colonel  Pickering,  and 
h*^  the  audacity  to  charge  him  with  being  concerned  in  the  '  Kings- 
ton's' cargo  J  and  therefore  I  removed  him  !  "  And  yet  I  was  told 
(since  my  removal  from  office)  that  in  his  private  companies  I  was 
the  constant  theme  of  the  President's  abuse  during  the  whole  of 
the  last  winter ! 

'  The  copy  of  this  letter  in  the  Pickering  MSS.  only  profeogee  to  give 
^nracu  from  the  original,  bnt  I  think  every  thing  eiBeniial  is  preixTvetl. 

'  Thii  refers  to  Fries,  the  most  prominent  leader  in  the  Northampton 
"'•'Wection,  who  was  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  denth.  President 
Adamt  pardoned  him,  and  his  action  was  attributed  by  his  enemies  to  polit- 
'^  notives.  However  much  the  advisability  of  pardoning  Fries,  when  con- 
^^iBned  on  two  trials  for  treason,  may  be  questioned,  no  one  can  doubt 
f>tl  the  motives  of  Mr.  Adams  were  of  the  purest  and  most  honorable  kind, 
^t  a  political  tignlflcance  should  have  been  attached  to  this  act  of  exec. 
Btire  clemency  was  from  the  circumatances  of  the  times  unfortunate  and 
^ivMXt  bat  still  inevitable. 
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Yon  will  <]oubtlc«8.have  iecn  Mr.  Goodhue.  anJ  hcan\  Iiim  redt* 
in  i^ubfiiaiioe  the  coarerKiiUon  between  ibe  Preaiilunt  and  Mm  « 
M»y  '-K  the  day  precMlinj;  tlte  Prmident's  notice  to  me  to  raHgn 
Mr.  Ouoilhno  nnntLeil  Home  rhingn.  I  ret^llect  he  told  me  n«x: 
morning  that,  uinong  other  accusations  against  the  *' dumard  faL'-^ 
tioD,"  tlia  President  Siiid,  "  And  yon  crammed  Hamilton  down  myf^ 
throftl." 

la  the  dhilogue  between  the  Presidenl  and  Mr.  McHnnry,  yo 
wilt  see  an  eviirleiioe  of  what  AVolcotl  and  T  have  more  than  OO' 
tiaid  10  fuHi  otht-r,  that  thK  President  is  di'Mitutf*  of  sincerity :  yo' 
will  see  that  (vliil«  he  hu  so  many  limes  been  pronoUDcin^.Ju  stnin^^.^ff. 
la[igii»g«>.  W.ishin^nn'«  praise,  his  heart  was  strong  with  envy  a^mt 
the  mnnlion  nf  \m  name.     In  tlie  same  dialogue,  he  })rononnccd  =        i 
panegyric  upon  JeSvrson,  and,  comparing  him  with  llnmihou.  h    ^^p 
Boid  :  "  Ulr,  Jefferson  is  an  infiniitly  belter  man.  a  wiser  one  I  sit-    -^-nt 
wro ;  and,  if  President,  will  act  wisely.     I  know  il,  and  ironl        4 
tttoiivr  he  Vice-President  under  him.  or  even  miniMter  resident  i — ii-tf 
the  lln^ip,  limn  Im  imichlml  to  strtli  a  buing  as  Ifatniltoii   for  lfc^K« 
Presidency." 

Yet.  11  short  time  before  my  remora],  in  ronTersinff  with  A-mt 
Prendcnt,  I  mentioned  Afr.  Jeffc-mnirs  letter  to  .Sir  John  Sindair, 
detrcribing  the  monld-lward,  of  which  I  sent  too  m  mudcl,  im^'t 
repented  the  Hub«tdueo  of  Mr.  JefFereon's  polilioal  obAervatium 
with  whteli  lie  concluded  the  letter.  U]>uii  which  I  remarkcfd 
that  I  snijijioBed  Sfr.  Jefferson  to  he  a  very  learned  man,  "but 
certainly  lie  ts  a  very  viaionary  man."  The  President  answered^ 
"  Why,  yes.  he  ban  a  rerlain  kind  of  learning  in  philowijhT.  &c, 
but  ver-ff  liule  of  that  vhtcfi  it  ntivuary  jhr  a  ttafamtm." 

Tliat  he  would  readily  nerve  na  Vice-President  umk-r  Mr,  Jeffei^ 
BOn,  t  nuitired  Mr.  Wnleott  two  months  ago;  aind  I  bcUcre  dist 
his  coalition  witli  Mr.  Ji-fferson  (of  whit-h  t  rfiteriain  no  dooh) 
bus  taken  place  with  the  now  of  securing  that  alaiioD.  WKiBg 
ho  despaired  of  being  ebosen  Preftident;  and  proltabiy  .ieStn'^ 
and  hia  friends  flattered  him  with  hopes  of  a  ti/i  from  their  ]Mny> 

lu  the  course  of  my  correspondence  ivilb  Genera]  Washing"** 
ill  17S>rt,  in  which  I  informed  him  of  the  President's  halml  of 
Hnmihoii.  and  staled  the  neccfiKity  of  his  ((jenoral  WiLshingtonV) 
direct  iijter[io»ilion  to  prevent  Hamilton's  degriulation  and  Knoi* 
elevation,  I  nsed  tliis  expretision  :  « I  respect  the  Presiileni  i"^ 
many  great  and  excellent  <]ualities ;  hut  I  cannot  respect  hit  ernu^i 
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preiiii1i(^«.  or  hii*  |>a»«ioiiit."  I  liAr«  resetted  that  my  opinioa 
I  exprrji^i]  bIiouM  hare  unavnitlahly  chnngeH  ;  that  sultse- 
at}j  I  had  iVHaou  to  Ktract  it,  and  to  dvtiy  him  the  tueCul 
|{U^4  of  iin  onlinftry  KUtteamari.  I  hud  then  na  conniption  that 
tty.  uiiihitiuu.  and  avarip«  could  »o  blunt  the  moral  teme  of  ■ 
I,  who  hxd  *o  loiij^  liutiUiiiiftd  h  fair  rftputiition,  an  to  rt^iulT  htm 
ible  of  lib<«,  diahonorahle,  luid  diuhonpHt  conduct  in  the  oihuia* 
ktion  of  puhlio  afTiiirH.  Iniitead  of  rcsenlment  for  his  tri-itt- 
t  of  me,  I  lumrut,  for  the  Rnke  of  human  nature  and  civi) 
Bty,  the  dfgcniTflt.'}-  of  such  a  man :  a  man  grown  gray  in  ih« 
tie  HTTioB,  and  who,  with  all  his  foibles,  was  e«teeui«d  the  con- 
1,  Hrm  fuitriot  and  nprijihl  man.  THo  mrnjiui^  liR  took  to  color, 
Wst  to  h\^  on-n  mind,  ihu  pardon  of  llie  thrtMS  iii!inr<;«>iitA,  which 
ive  dewribed  iu  my  leltvr  to  Mr.  Gore,  is  such  an  outrage  on 
tncT,  propriety,  justice,  and  sound  policy  a»  suinips  the  uian 
I  Indelible  disgrace,  and  demutisiratt!»  his  unfitness  for  any 
lie  tnisL 

Vhea  I  »pol(e  of  the  ronsul  Mayer,  I  intended  to  hare  informed 

that  on  aulheiitjc  docimmuis  I  stated  to  the  rresiduni.  iii  a 

nal  report,  the    hascuess.  fuUchood,  atirl  infamy  of    the  man, 

the  necessity  of  his  immediiite  romo\'al  from  thct  eontultdlipi 

had    slaudere<l    Duclor  Slevcus,  tliu  consul -;;eutTal    for   >St. 

ningn.  and  ernhMriiuwed  him  in  the  exeri.-i!«e  of  bin  funclions ; 

bad  openly  and  rr-p<<atc<]ly  declared  that  Wolcott  and  I  were 

lOcmnl   in  the  Rhip  "  Kin^r^ton's  "  carii;o.  and  \n$inuattd  that  the 

ttident  alto  had  beon  dabbling.      For  ihfit  rfaatmn,  the  fellow 

» disinissed,  and  not  (att  the  President  was  willing  to  niuke  the 

ntlenau    before   n-ft-rred   to    Iwlieve)   "  for   aluntleritig  Coloutfl 

iiLerhig,   ba   honest  a  man    as  lived."     Pardon  these  last   six 

lIl^K  they  seeuied  uvce«*iary  iu  this  history  of  Presidential 

This  report  ooneeminfr  Mtvjft  I  finished  and  jtetit  10  the  Pn-ai- 
Uin  the  Abort  interval  between  tho  Iran^miiuton  uf  itiy  aiiKn'cr, 
■Uch  I  refused  to  rttign,  and  the  receipt  of  hi))  reply,  rledarinj; 
T'lucharge  from  my  ofTicu.  Aud  ibo  cnse  was  an  c[t>ar  tlutt,  with 
fhpnrt,  I  aent  the  recommentlutiDiM  I  IduI  received  uf  twn  cxq> 
'W  (there  were  no  more)  to  durceeil  Mayer.  The  candidate  I 
'*'>*d  to  have  appointed  was  Henry  Hammond  (brother  of  Abijah 
■aunnod,  of  New  York),  who  was  then  at  the  C'^ipe,  and  h»«l 
'^  recommended  by  Dr.  Stevvus  hiumeU.     llie  other  eatnliilate, 
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I  Iwliere,  was  «  worthy  man  «i»]  very  comiwtciit  lo  Ukj  office; 
unforliinntrly  for  him,  amniifr  |iia  rpromnu'nilnlionii  was  nan  f: 
Gmerai  IlumtUun,  n*liii-li  Wiwt  vnoMjili  lo  ilvft^t  liis  witilifa. 

lioftTriiig  to  the-  iints'iiaiiity  oi  llio  imit^  o(  llie  iicxl  rlccl]on 
PreitJileDU  whi.MhiT  Mr.  A<lat»a  or  Mr.  Jeffentoo  would  tiu  cbiM» 
I  tliiiH  fK]irf]ueil  mVH^'tf  in  a  telCtr  r>f  7  Mftn^h  liuit  to  uiv  Min  Ji^^^b, 
in  Lonilim  :  ••  1  am  prpjmrwl  for  c-itlifp  evfot, — -rlHerminnl  lu       -^i 
indi'i>«ti(li;nlly  Mbutlicr  iu  or  init  u(  nWw.     Aly  only  soUHlod^^  ir 
for  tny  ohililn^n.  that  1  may  liaw  it  rDiivi'iiicnily  in  oiy  pow«r~'    la 
g;jve  tJtttm  eilumlioni  mlletl  to  ih^'ir  cnpAdtJcs  nnd  diit|»MitiMiii.  «3Sc 
For  |I]«  i-eKl,  th'iiiiih  lt!^hnmt^l  to  h^y,  I  iim  williug  und  able  to  il.  igi 
mill,  if  it  wt'Ti-  i-i)i)vfiiit>iit  to  j(rat)fy  my  own   im-linntiouk,  I  woaiibf 
rvCiirn  to  ih*'  calliii!;  of  my  am'^Ktors.  and  be4»)itiu  'a  tiller  uf   tlif 
ground.'     Wlieu  the  occusiun  oixnn,  I  shall  do  it  without  rt'Joo 
imicfc." 

Ji-*K  17.  IfWft 

P.  S.  Mr.  McHenry  think»  it  ineUgilile  to  have  tkt  ititJoffK 
ODtoiuuiiicHCotl  by  copius,  though  ho  woold  Unve  do  ohjt>ollon  lot 
«otifiihnitial  rejidin^  by  genllvmen  oieriLing  coiilideoct^,  &c. 


WoLCOtt  TO  Cabot. 

pKiLADrLnnt,  June  IB,  18CD. 

Mr  PRAR  Sir. —  On  my  return  from  Gmin-viicut  two  "b," 
ninco,  1  reivived  y«mr  letter  of  Miiy  'iCi.  wlimi  I  lia<l  the  |il(«?iif< 
of  i>cing  intm«hii-cd  to  Mr.  WitHiunit  by  Colonel  Pickeritij.  I 
hiive  converHfd  with  him  on  the  Buljje**!  of  hin  private  affiiii>,«i"l 
bivc  ttniiloreil  him  my  SLTvife*.  Ilo  n>tnuini  of  opinion  lluil  its 
best  for  him  to  ntti'inpt  a  soitlcuionl  upon  fais  new  lands.  Vot> 
inny,  I  Wlievt:*,  rext  iinsuri'd  ihnt  thia  determinatiuii  hu  lM«n 
formed  with  di>liberation,  and  that  his  mind  iA  not  in  tlw  1m^ 
depreeaed  by  the  crin.*]  trualinent  hu  has  rcfvivtij. 

I  wrok'  a  letter  to  Mr.  Ame*  from  Harlfon),  whloh  I  dwii^^ 
him  to  show  lo  yoii.  Whatever  may  be  thott^ht  of  my  i*«iliiiwiii*« 
I  think  it  right  lo  communicate  them  to  my  friends.  It  i«  pnM- 
ble  tlip  same  opinion!)  will  bn  more  generally  entrfrtaiiiMl  liw** 
Bvowrtl ;  liut,  if  GfiiomI  Pinckuey  is  not  vk-cKil.  all  f\nn\  «"■»* 
will  tiiid  riui«e  In  regrPt  the  pr«i<C'nt  inurtion  ol  thi-  Ft?<lf*r«l  fot^J' 
It  IH  at  kaiit  in  tliPir  power  ta  defend  their  principle*,  nai  *** 
assume  a  position  in  which,  if  def«al«d,  they  may  avoid  di»lioiMr- 
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It  is  with  grief  and  humiliation,  but  at  the  same  time  with  per- 
fect confidence,  that  I  declare  that  no  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment of  President  Adams  could  be  succeaaful.  His  prejudices  are 
too  riolent,  and  his  resentmenta  of  meii  of  influence  are  too  keen 
to  render  it  possible  that  he  should  please  either  party  ;  and  we 
all  know  that  he  does  not  possess  and  cannot  command  the  tal- 
ents, fortitude,  and  constancy  necessary  to  the  formation  of  a  new 
party. 

The  facts  upon  which  these  opinions  are  founded  are  not  gener- 
ally known  to  the  Federalists,  although  they  are  well  understood 
by  our  adversaries  ;  and  this  circumstance  constitutes  our  principal 
danger.  There  is  nothing  said  in  defence  of  the  government 
which  is  understood  by  the  jreople.  The  newspapers,  on  our  side, 
are  filled  with  toasts  and  nonsensical  paragraphs,  attributing  wis- 
dom and  firmness  to  the  President ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  all 
confidence  ia  destroyed  by  the  skilful  attacks  of  a  vindictive  and 
intelligent  opposition. 

I  am  no  advocate  for  rash  measures,  and  know  that  public  opin- 
ion cannot  be  suddenly  changed ;  but  it  is  clear  to  my  mind  that 
•we  shall  never  find  ourselves  in  the  straight  road  of  Federalism 
while  Mr.  Adams  is  President.  If,  however,  sensible  men  think 
otherwise,  he  will  be  supported;  for  I  shall  certainly  admit  that 
a  change  ought  not  to  be  attempted,  except  upon  the  clearest 
evidence. 

The  beginning  of  the  next  week  I  shall  proceed  to  Washington, 
where  I  will  endeavor  to  do  as  much  good  and  as  little  mischief  as 
posgible.  It  would,  however,  be  an  affectation  of  insensibility  to 
pretend  that  I  do  not  expect  to  suffer  much  unhappiness,  knowing, 
•«  I  well  do,  that  the  whole  vengeance  of  the  party  will  be  exerted 
■gainst  the  Treasury  department,  and  that  the  views  of  certain  indi- 
viduals, whom  I  do  not  yet  consider  as  Jacobins,  will  be  promoted 
"J  dcBtroying  my  character,  if  possible.  The  engines  for  effecting 
■these  purposes  are  prepared,  and  the  operations  have  commenced. 
Some  of  the  clerks  in  the  oflices  either  of  the  auditor,  comptroller, 
M  register,  will  continue  to  furnish  extracts  from  the  files  and 
'*Wrds,  which  will  be  published  and  misrepresented  in  Duane's 
f*per.  Unjust  as  the  accusations  will  be,  both  in  respect  to  my- 
•*«  and  the  other  officers  of  the  department,  they  will  make  a 
^Dsiderable  impression,  and  I  shall  be  held  accountable  for  frauds 
^tiich  I  could  not  prevent,  and  for  errors  which  others  have  cooi- 
miitei 
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T  must  Stat©  one  iimtance  in  point :  Mr.  D«ytoo,'  aa  Speat« 
ealkil  for  thtrty-tliree  tbousaud  dollars  at  llic  close  of  the  m-mic 
in  Julv.  1798.     Tbe  money  was  wivanced  on  hiH  wrilttn  appl- 
CDtiun.   for   the   cump«ii»alion   ot  the    lluunu   of    Ufprvt»eut)itl«>~ 


It  wn9  impOAsible  for  me  to  knoiv  tKnt  the  whole  sum  wan.  n^ 
waul«(l;  and  I  ought  ceriainly  to  presume,  as  I  did  preftuue,  tli^^HS. 
any  )>al mice  which  miifhl  remain  unexpended  would  be  ii»lani~31j 
refunded.  Mr.  Davton.  howevpr,  on  various  pretests,  nfglirci«.::rKj 
to  Hvttlu  biH  accvunlH  till  lii^t  wiiiu-i-,  wliai  it  was  disooveiwt  ihaL.  Mt 
bnlant^  of  more  thuii  etgliteeii  tliomutinl  dollan  lud  been  retuiu^^d 
by  him  Biiire  July,  1798. 

The  day  I  was  informed  ot  it  I  cjitled  on  Sir.  DaytOD.  an<I 
represented  the  nature  and  tendency  of  bis  conduct.     1  afterwar-*!* 
wnilu  him  a  private  letter,  and  dnrin<;  tlie  eussiou  reoiivcrMl  t-hc 
money  for  tlic  jmblic.     Tlie  account*  have,  by  some   means  oot 
to  be  discovered,  been  copied  for  Duoiie,  and  publi^ht^   in  llie 
"  Aurora,"  with   mo»t   iiisoleni  nocusniions  of  Diy  conduct.     As 
Daylon   ejiiinot  he  defende<l,  hi»  brtaneb  of  truit  will  atlHc-h  •tuipj- 
cinii  to  the  ofliners  of  the  treasury,  and  to  every  u»n  nbo  luu  aa 
account  u|k-d  wiUi   the  public,  nud  o£  course  the  5iim»  aeoounlvl 
for  will  be  p]»u»tbly  rrprexeiiled  aa  sums  which  liavi>  bi-en  enibtt- 
/k'd.     Pan  of  Colonel  Pickering's  nccount«  are  nnisi'tlled,  and  btt 
has  been  attacked  in  the  most  indecent  nuDiier,  although  I  an  at- 
tain ihat  not  a  cent  of  money  has  been  applied  improperly.    This* 
indeed,  H])pour8  fnjiu  bia  acc-ouut«.  which  have  lately  been  rondiaw) 
for  netllemeiit.  OLIVER   WoLCOTt. 


N.  H.  What  think  you  of  the  answer*  to  the  Aleiandiia 
dinner-makersi'  Ought  not  the  last  war  with  Great  Brtiaio  W  ^ 
ooDsidored  as  having  been  terminated  hr  the  treaty  uf  peace? 

o.ff- 


'  Junalltan  I>«yton,  of  New  Jeraej,  memlier  of  CongrcM  and  aftemirf* 
•enalnr  fmni  rhai  Niaie.  Dr-  wa>  Spinktr  '>r  the  Hohm  frum  17tlo-4V.  H* 
was  am-su'd  (or  complleiiy  in  Burr's  treason,  but  was  noi  protrttk^ 
afElnn. 

'  Tb!t  rvfen  to  a  rvpiv  to  an  ndiin-M  from  Alexandria,  in  wUck  ItT' 
Adainii  n)lii'!i?i]  to  iho  rvvolulion,  lo  the  aiitraKe*  by  ili«  Kti){lisli,  sod  t^ 
biB  own  anil  iIm.-  [jei)jiIi-'«  njiirit  <>(  rt-iiiiitiim'i;-  (See  Wiirka  of  John  Adl**- 
IX.2^V!)  Woli.-ntt  cvidenlly  lon);e>I  nn  Ihc  arlilrc«s  aa  but  aiiothrr  •!!"*' 
to  tlic  Inieat  hntr<ilof  ihp  Kn^liih.  mid  as  directed  —  thooglt  not  aitonu'J 
words — agaliist  his  wing  of  tbe  par^J'* 
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Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

Bkooklihk,  July  20,  IBOO. 

Mr  DEAR  Sir.  —  Mr.  Ames  put  into  mj  hands  the  letter  yon 

rote  from  Hartford  ;  and  I  have  since  received  your  favor  of  the 

tth  June,  from   Philadelphia.     Let  me  repeat  to  you  dow  the 

ish  which  is  daily  expressed  by  your  friends  liere,  that  you  will 

»t  quit  the  Treasury  while  a  just  sense  of  character  icill  permit 

>u  to  remain.     Douhtless,  a  man  may  act  independently  in  office 

<  veil  as  out ;  aud  he  can  only  he  made  responsible  for  his  own 

dividual  opinions  and  those  acts  which  he  approves.     If  you 

ere  out  of  office,  you  would  not  wholly  avoid  the  anxiety  which 

3U  now  feel  for  the  national  welfare  and  the  dignity  of  the  gov- 

i^iment ;  and,  although  you  would  escape  some  mortifications,  I 

onht,  on  the  whole,  whether  you  would  then  allow  them  so  much 

eight  as  you  do  now.     It  is  and  must  be  the  fate  of  every  man 

f  sensibility  to  suffer  in  the  public  service  in  proportion  to  his 

sefulness.     If  the  cause  of  the  present  chagrin  were  removed, 

apprehend  no  less  would  proceed  from  other  causes  inherent  in 

)UT  system.     I  lament  that,  for  the  sake  of  the  public  and  for  your 

iwQ  sake,  you  were  not  bom  under  Saturn  instead  of  Mercury, 

md  that  your  nativity  was  not  in  Germany,  where  a  good  stock  of 

phlegm  would  have  been  nourished  in  your  constitution ;  but  these 

things  cannot  be  altered,  and  it  only  remains  to  accommodate  to 

them.    The  public  feeling  is  opposed  to  the  censure  of  Mr.  Adams 

in  this  quarter.     Some  good  men  are  very  reluctant  to  admit  his 

unfitness  for  his  office,  because  to  admit  it  ia  to  admit  the  necessity 

of  a  change,  which  involves  the  idea  of  disorder,  discord,  and  tur- 

bolence,  which  they  desire  to  avoid.     It  is  impossible,  however, 

that  Mr.  Adams  should  govern  as  a  Federal  man,  and  this  must  be 

"Wn  presently  by  all  sagacious  men  who  attend  to  political  affairs. 

It  is  evident  Mr.  Adams  calculates  upon  engaging  the  force  of  the 

P»MioM  and  prejudices  o£  the  populace  on  his  side,  and  with  this 

reinforcement  to  overcome  or  beat  down  his    Federal  oi>ponent8. 

He  has  lately  toasted  men  whom  he  has  hated  or  despised  these 

"t«eQ  years;  and  I  am  told  he  talks  of  his  late  friends  as  men 

*itW  afraid  of  the  English,  for  which  they  ought  to  be  treated  as 

■awards,  or  devoted  to  the  English,  for  which  they  ought  to  bo 

■"^Dded  aa  infamous.     But,  for  himself,  he  sees  no  evil  to  be  ap- 

pfebended  from  a  war  with  England,  and  is  ready  to  meet  it.     I 
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dn  not  lliink  il  miicli  proof  of  (Im^  count{>e  or  |»)iil<iM>i»by  of  S  aUO 
lu  he  iorlitFt-rciit  to  the  tlatif^r  and  Riifferin^  ot  others,  e^pccta/// 
if  he  Duay  be  Ukely  to  profit  l>y  them  liiiUMlf.  I  rvadily  conct-Ire 
thai  Mr.  Adumfi,  liy  routing  ihc  spirit  of  aiiiniQtiity  ugAiDst  th* 
English,  wliicb  only  £lm?|M  iu  the  liOHoni^  of  uur  poopio,  umv^^nre 
hii«  re-flection,  ami  »  Jimlile  porlioii  of  (lower  with  it.  TbiMMe* 
picloii  U  Ao  natural,  tliat  il  will  he  ft-It  hjr  maiir  men  trho  kiwo 
bow  umcU  wu  havu  tu  h»<)  luiti  Ihjw  lltllo  tn  guin  hy  a  war  wiili 
Kiijilaixl.  On-Mt  i-ffort«  ar«  making  to  pfrsuaUv  our  jH<iip|p  tJiut 
thi;y  ought,  to  throw  away  votes  at  the  clcolJon,  IcAt  Mr.  Ptocksty 
shotild  be  made  President ;  but  no  eutl^faotury  opiuioa  csji  jr<*i 
bo  formed  nf  what  Mat^sachuseCtii  will  dn.  If  it  coaltl  )ip  tnftJi'  ui 
appear  that  the  elwelion  of  General  Pinckiipy  would  wLiitL'  wit 
intcriiui  tniiutuiUity.  our  LegJeluturu  would.  I  think,  uppoiiil  I'lednn 
who  would  contribute:-  all  in  their  power  to  the  atiaiiimcDt  of  ilui 
object;  but  it  u  seeu  that,  if  Mr.  Piuckney  is  chosen,  hv  n't!! 
enjoy  but  little  KupjHtrt  frniii  IhorM*  who  are  now  devoted  to  Mr. 
AdatuH.  PerhnpA  he  will  Iw  ojtpoitt-il  by  ibum.  oni)  dcHihtless  h? 
will  hv  oj>]josod  by  the  Jafx>LiiiiB.  Thertf  arv  even  mm  ani<iria  itir 
tVlenilisin  who  iirefer  Jefftnton  to  n  Ftileral  rival  of  Mr.  Adaiu?, 
and  there  itre  some  certainly  who  would  prefer  Mr.  Jeffersun  to 
Aihintfi.  The  motives  of  iheoe  various  |)artie4  are  too  obvimi*  to 
need  explaining.  There  ftecms  to  me  to  be  only  one  Bulfin^Ji 
rf.>a«iiii  for  tlit;  good  luuu  to  exert  llieiusolvcs  io  favor  ol  Mr, 
Piiii'ktipy  in  preferencH^  Co  both  the  othera;  and  Unit  is,  iu  eii*c^ 
tiucri'MH,  they  will  then  hf  iv^un  where  nurli  men  wiihi  u]wuys»i>li 
to  lie,  —  ttrrriHrfed  with  tJieir  chief  un  the  tide  of  Ute  Vomtitulio^ 
aiid  the  law$. 

I  have  nol  yH  wailed  on  the  PrusideD%and  I  think  I  sliallool' 
IVhen  a  man  in  hi*  Mtalion  »It*-nipt<t  to  render  inlioiw  lh<»»"'fc' 
differ  from  him  hy  imputations  which  he  cannot  posMhly  t>t'lii'V''- 
he  certainly  tlisL-harges  them  from  all  obli^ition  of  erfrwoniinAO 
rf*pei_'t.  At  present,  therefore.  I  feel  uL  liberty  to  stay  at  buai' 
thou^li  ]ierhii[(s  I  am  not  bound  to. 

With  uufeijpjed  esteem  mid  re-«peet,  I  remain 

Your  faithful  fiieud,  G.  CiBOT- 


M 
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Cabot  to  Hamilton. 

BsooKLim,  Aug.  10, 1800. 

Mt  dear  Sir,  —  Toar  letter  of  the  Ist  did  not  reacli  me  uDtil 
last  evening.  The  enclosure  shall  be  transmitted  to-morrow  or  the 
day  following,  by  some  trusty  person  who  will  attend  the  levee, 
if  one  can  be  found  who  will  engage  to  deliver  it ;  otherwise,  I 
may  perhaps  send  it  in  the  regular  package  which  goes  frona  the 
post-office. 

This  method  would  be  better  than  to  send  a  servant,  who  might 
be  obliged  to  deliver  it  to  another  servant.' 

There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  Hrst  course  will  be  pursued,  and 
I  shall  not  delay  to  inform  you  of  the  delivery  as  soon  as  it  is 
ascertained. 

Although  I  cannot  but  feel  unhappy  at  the  gloomy  prospect  of 
our  public  affairs,  yet  I  do  not  feel  my  usual  degree  of  solicitude 
for  the  issue  of  the  election.  There  is  something  like  a  balance  of 
advantages  and  disadvantages  in  the  success  of  either  of  tlie  three 
candidates. 

Mr.  Adams  will  doubtless  continue  to  sacrifice  the  independent 
Federalists  so  long  as  he  finds  victims  who  will  be  acceptable  to 
those  whose  favor  he  courts. 

He  will  also  hazard  a  war  with  Great  Britain,  which  he  evi- 
dently thinks  would  be  no  injury  to  him;  but,  if  he  has  justly 
forfeited  the  confidence  of  the  country,  he  has  not  yet  actually 
lost  it  in  this  quarter,  and  the  men  who  adhere  to  him  while  they 
zealously  sustain  him  are  also  a  restraint  upon  him,  and  for  some 
time  at  least  may  prevent  his  worst  measurcH,  and  until  they  have 
given  him  up  will  not  cordittlly  support  another. 

Jefferson's  election  would  tend  to  reunite  the  Federal  party  ; 
and  if  it  is  evidently  effected  by  the  Jacobin  force  unaiiled  by  any 
other,  or,  if  aided  at  all,  by  the  adherents  of  Mr.  Adams,  tliu 
reunion  of  our  old  friends  would  be  complete. 

Should  Mr.  Pinckney  be  elected,  he  would  be  opposed  by  Mr. 
Adams  and  bis  warm  adherents,  and  would  be  heartily  supjxjrted 
by  those  only  who  are  now  detached  from  Mr,  Adams.  This  state 
of  things  wonld  be  unpropitious  to  Mr.  Pinckney's  administration. 

^  The  encloiure  here  referred  to  wan  Hamilton's  first  letter,  inquiring 
whether  Mr.  Adanii  had  accused  him  of  belonging  to  a  "  British  factiuu," 
See  Hamilton's  Works,  VI.  440. 
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There  is,  howerer,  one  unanflweraWe  reason  for  wfchine    21 
PiticlcDCT  to  BurceM),  anil  that  is  that  the  best,  and,  iudvivl,  all     C 
truly  g*iod  mcu  would  Und  Lheouelvos  Id  ibeir  prajwr  plncra,  ci 
r;iti^reil  under  the  bauu«rs  uC  tlie  CoDStitutioo  ami  Uvn^  uu  the  mitJt 
of  rhe  national  chief. 

The  question  hat  been  asked,  whether,  if  the  FedeniHsie  cuunc' 
csirry  llieir  lir&t  poinl«,  tliey  would  not  do  well  lo  turn  the  cltrctiL*" 
from  Jt'fiVrson  to  Burr.  Thfjr  conceive  Burr  to  be  teu  likelr  t-*^ 
ItHik  U)  FruQC!e  for  Rupport  tfian  •leffcmon.  provided  lie  cwuM  Ir^ 
KiipporUil  III  liome.  Thi^^  consider  Burr  as  arCiiuted  bj  onliair^' 
anihitioi),  Jc-fFemon  by  that  and  the  pride  of  tlic  Jiu»)binic  phiioto" 
pliy.  The  fomier  may  be  satiatlled  by  power  and  property,  tli^ 
latter  muat  see  the  roots  of  our  society  ptilleil  up  and  a  uenr  coiin9 
of  cultivatian  iiuhtililuled. 

Certainly  it  wuuld  liuve  been  fortunate  for  the  United  State*  if 
the  second  candidate  on  the  Jacobin  aide  had  been  one  who  mi^fr 
be  safely  trusted. 

No  great  pro^rreHH  ha«  been  made  in  conrincinfj  people  of  the  yt>^- 
prit'ty  of  voting  for  Pincknpy  with  aJI  onr  strength;  ret.  I  bf^liera 
if  it  shall  »|>pi.-Hr  clearly  that  Adanis  will  fail,  and  thiit  Viadistf 
may  b«  elected,  onr  Loginlalure  will  act  properly,  eapecially  if  tbrfs 
is  no  jui«t  imputation  of  uiifiiimc^  a«:ninst  Mr.  Pinekncy'e  frlenils. 

I  am  told  New  ll.inip.shire  will  vote  (or  Atiams  und  riiifkney, 
but  that  Rhodn  l!)land  will  sooner  give  some  votes  for  Jcffereun 
tluiu  all  tor  I'iuokuL'v. 

I  am,  with  iiicreii^in^  enteein  and  altachnicnt. 

Your  faithful  friend,  Gkosob  CA»or» 

Cabot  to  Hauiltok. 

Bsooiuiint,  Avf.  Si,  iMA 

Mr  PEAH  Sib.  — An  exposition  of  the  reniiouB  whieli  Snfluetic* 
Rituiy  tiifii  of  unqucHltoiiabli^  patriotism  and  loyally  to  witlihol*! 
from  Mr.  Aihuiix  llio  eonfidunco  he  once  oujoyed  may  he  nM-fa'T 
by  HJitlHfyiiijf  the  inlelligeut__fliid  candid  iwiri  of  the  juiMio  lliut  lbo»*> 
men  net.  M»  ihiy  have  fvnr  done,  on  jj;ciniine  tiDli'inal  priuofk*- 
T(i6  reas'iinfi  are  Btrung,  and  retiulre  only  to  be  plinvtl  in  a  ci>*' 
light:  but  lliis  iiiuitt  be  done  with  infinite  care  and  drc.-um#)'Mtia'>« 
tliat  ncitlior  nn;^r  nor  Jeaioitg^  nniy  be  excited.  It  mu^t  be  doir* 
ia  a  mauoer  chat  shall  clear  up  the  doubts  wluch  now  exist,  of  tb' 
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wm^mcl  consitttenr^  nf  the  pArty  who  pramnU)  lh<>  tintnn  of 
!$  tor  Adxims  aii«l  Pitickofy.  It  is  pftroeiveil  )>y  Mr.  Adams's 
lOBol  frieuds  that,  wbiU  tlio  party  |)rof(>fts  a  zi^alous  ilesire  to 
te  aii  tlic  FoiiL-ral  votea  for  Adam;*  and  Piuoknt-y,  iJiore  are 
Iff  or  ftL  It-aKL  bome,  iiidivulimls  uinoiig  [1id»c  wIio  roiiipiise  it, 
■t  vi*hft  xrt;  known  tu  be  that  lh,9  eltrciioii  m»y  iuiiti  in  favor 
V*  Piiickney,  and  th(>ref<H<e  it  m  infi>rred  snrh  perflonn  will  not 
and  do  not  aJm  as  lli'ify  profefla.  To  ihiii  charge  it  \»  {E^encrally 
iveret],  "tliat  without  a  union  of  all  the  Fedcraliitts  neither  Mr, 
uns  nor  Mr.  Piuckiioy  can  probahly  be  dioawi,  Imt  that  with 
I  a  union  one  uiiiy  pmlmbly  be  Pn^idcnl  and  tho  other  Vii-u- 
aidfiil,  and,  onnflidirin^  all  tlie  circumittanoeii  of  the  tauo,  the 
noe  and  the  pr^iondrrance  ufvislia  are  in  rH%*or  nf  Mr.  Adams;  " 
at  alUiuiigli  tbt-rv  runy  be  many,  and  doablleas  are  vome,  iadi- 
lalft  who  would  think  it  by  no  means  propitioiu  to  the  natiooal 
fare  that  Mr.  AdauM  should  be  re-eli-'ctwl,  yut  they  yiuld  to  tho 
erivr  ci>n«idt.Tutinn  of  utiian,  by  whirh  afonu  Jufft*rMJii  can  he 
it  out  and  Adama  or  Pinckney  put  into  the  office :  and  there- 
)  thffe  men  act  and  will  act  fairly  lowanl  Mr.  Adamt,  giving 
I  all  their  support,  upon  ihejvtt  erpecfatiott  of  a  nimilar  snjiport 
Mr.  Hinckupy  from  tliose  who  prefer  Mr.  Adams;"  "that  tlio 
D  formed  at  Philadelphia  lo  support  buiti  waa  a  uompromise, 
Itii  eonu^nipliittxl  )Ir.  AdHmn  an  Pre*idi-tit,  but  linblr,  however, 
lie  8uiM?r»Hdetl  by  Pinckney  frnm  the  natun*  of  the  eUiJtion;" 
(."Uiat  good  faith  would  anr[  ought  lo  be  ohserved  a«  ihe  ooly 
llJ^of  sucoeu  and  as  tho  oiil^  ground  of  eonteiti  afier  jtmctvuw.'* 
A  ia  the  L«nor  of  our  language  to  tho  public  :  wo  think  it  true. 
I  «■«  shaU  be  ervAtiy  «mlMrniJU«Ht  if,  at  Uiix  Ia1«>  periu<l.  after 
'  »entimf>nta  are  extonsivtdy  known,  there  nhoidd  be  a  new  or 
•rent  groaud  taken.  Vou  must  allow  me,  therefore,  to  intxtA 
I,  whatever  diupK-iy  ia  made  of  Mr.  Adamt's  misconduct,  i>  mutt 
fOHliniiatly  rert/llffinf  thiU  he  imttf  be  again  cftotfn  bi/  vt,  and  lIuU 
an  pMffrJ  lo  tfire  hun  the  J'ull  chatirv  **/  tf"  united  vvte  cwB- 
\€d  at  Philadei}iiiin. 

3o  thai  whatever  ia  .ifaid  against  him  must  he  explicitly  avowed 
be  the  complatot  of  ihuse  of  tu  who  have  yicld^jd  imiividual 
hioi»  to  ibe  general  opinion  of  the  party  an  a  matler  of  exige- 
ncy, and  not  the  language  of  tho  party.  And  it  ought  to  bo 
tutted  that  tb«  |«ny,  from  varioufl  eouBiderutioDS,  rather  prefer 
I  election  of  Air.  Adam*  to  Mr.  Pinckney. 
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I  nn<Ivntaiiil.  through  a  frwDd,  that  tha  Cuolintans  wttit'ni  C:-^ 
iJicsc  'idoAi  Ai  (lioc  wkk  tligoslod  and  agreed  to  al  Plitlmlolithift. 

Mr.  lUrpcr  M-riu-s  fmiii  haltiiiiorc,  tlie  llili  iiiM.,  "thatoi*' 
friemU  may  iiow  coiiiil  with  soint;  wiiiuuty,  and  very  gr^at  ««•** 
Uintjr,  ou  n  unanimtum  rote  for  Adamti  and  Pinelmejr  in  lUry— 
laud."  Allhoutih  ]  cliiiik  Home  good  may  be  deiivvd  ft-uni  *** 
oxiiiliilion  of  Mr.  Adarun'H  nii&coiidiiol,  yet  I  am  «rc-U  [venfuadeal 
that  you  may  do  better  llion  to  put  your  emma  to  iu 

TliiK  miglil  ^vti  it  uu  iutt-ri'st  with  mi>u  who  udHl  ou  such  iiil«i — 
eftt;  bul  it  will  Iw  converted  tu  a  new  proof  that  you  are  a  ifn— 
gerotu  man.  Ames  and  I  agree  dint  yon  will  give  the  eoemy  u* 
advantage  to  which  he  bat)  no  claim. 

In  every  eituatioTi,  believe  me  obediently  and  faithfully  youn, 

Geo&qb  CaboT' 

Cabot  to  Hamilton. 

liiKxnEUxa,  Aug.  S8,  IBOIX 

3fT  DRAR  Sis,  —  I  have  shown  to  aevera)  of  our  wiaeat  and 
beat  men  a  «ipy  of  what  I  irrolc  yoii  on  tho  35ib  Inst. 

They  ull  concur  in  the  i4«>itimeub(  it  cuiilaiiix :  Mtili,  it  in  prnbably 
fit,  and  it  m:iy  he  inf^iflpensnhte,  to  expose  ^[r.  Adiuns  fully  In  the 
public  The  coinitenaure  iind  aaihurity  ^ven  by  him  and  faji 
frieiida  to  the  vile  calumnies  againft  us  may  strengtfaon  llieir 
credit  so  much  as  lo  render  thorn  irrefutable  without  aoeb  aa 
oxpo«ilion. 

/  don't  thinly  how0c«r,  ve  cwn  di$card  Mr.  Adam$  tu  a  cmdiM*, 
at  this  latt  period^  vithout  total  derange m^nl  and  drfiat  in  tMs 
qaartfr. 

It  is  true  there  U  an  apparent  absurdity  in  supporting  a  niaa 
whom  Wi>  know  to  be  unworthy  of  trust.  It  ia  ft  dilemma.  lioweTW, 
into  which  wc  ore  l)ruHghl  by  ihe  priH'e^diogs  at  l^hiladeljilia,  and 
wliii'h  tee  cixihl  not  kIiuu.  Or  |H>rhaptt  il  is  a  tMtiinil  result  of  ikfl 
tnodt^  nrptectiDn,  and  (Hiiilil  not  hnvt^  lieen  ilTotded  ;  hut.  be  this  aM 
It  niLiy,  we  have  considered  as  au  agreud  point  among  the  Federal' 
ist«  Lliut  AdumH  and  I'inckney  are  to  be  voted  for  together,  and  >^ 
accordiD<;ty  have  urgeil  vriih  great  oonfidoDuo  that  Mm  U  tJ»  ialM- 
tiQn  of  tfie  Frdertd  party  gtnfr\iily,  toiii  that  it  i»  aopiiej^cud  id  ^ 
most  of  tho«e  who  are  HUppONwl  to  iufluenoj  them.  I  think,  there' 
lore,  you  cannot  omit  to  make  a  clear  and  explicit  refereaw  to 
this  lu)«wu  ttute  of  Chiugn  in  whatever  you  may  publish,  and  p«**^J 
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Uy  as  a  conseqaence  of  it  to  groand  the  publication  chiefly  on  the 

necessity  of  it,  to  exculpate  those  whom  it  vindicates  from  the 

ibominable  charges,  insinuations,  and  unmerited  denunciations  of 

Mr.  Adams  and  some  of  hla  personal  friends.     Indeed,  I  see  no 

impropriety  io  regretting  that  a  compromise  has  been  made  which 

must  be  observed  at  every  hazard,  it  being  too  manifest  that  Mr. 

Adams  has  relinquished  the  system  he  was  chosen  by  the  Federal- 

iaU  to  support,  and  that  he  has  become  hostile,  and  will  necessarily 

become  more  and  more  hostile,  to  the  firm  advocates  of  that  system 

ind  all  who  adhere  to  it. 

I  thiuk,  however,  it  must  be  shown  that  the  opposition  to  Mr. 
Adams  is  founded  upou  broad  public  principle.  For  myself,  I  often 
declare  that  the  mission  to  France,  though  impolitic,  unjustifiable, 
daugerous,  and  inconsistent ;  the  expulsion  of  able,  upright,  and/atM- 
/u/  officers,^  though  a  ruinous  precedent ;  the  pardon  of  Fries,  though 
a  sacrifice  of  the  safety  aa  well  as  dignity  of  the  State;  that  many 
o^er  transactions  of  inferior  magnitude,  though  shamefully  wrong, 
yet  that  all  these  would  not  of  themselves  induce  me  to  oppose  the 
'President's  re-election,  if  I  did  not  view  them  as  evidence,  explained 
uid  confirmed  by  other  evidence,  that  he  has  abandoned  the  system 
lie  trag  chosen  to  maintain,  and  that  he  is  likely  to  introduce  its 
opposite  with  all  its  pernicious  consequences  as  fast  as  he  can,  and 
ufu-  as  his  influence  will  go. 

If  this  idea  is  correct,  aa  it  appears  to  me,  it  cannot  be  too 
Mrongly  impressed  on  the  sound  part  of  the  public. 

A  long  letter,  full  of  good  sense  and  instructing  information,  is 
JMt  received  from  Mr.  Wolcott.  He  thinks  an  examination  of 
President  Adams's  administration  has  been  so  long  delayed  that 
■tcaa  only  now  be  roAde  to  grow  out  of  the  unjust  accusations  of 
^  present  friends.  This  excellent  letter  has  been  read  and 
•inired  by  several  persons  whose  judgment  you  re9i)ect,  but  whose 
opinions  remain  perfectly  fixed  that  we  cannot  now  change  the 
'n^ement :  we  are  not  strong  enough  to  break  up,  and  new 
Utrxa  in  the  face  of  our  enemy. 

X  have  sent  to  Mr.  Wolcott  a  copy  of  mine  to  you  of  the  25th, 
which  will  explain  to  him  sufficiently  our  situation.  Mr.  Gordon 
'cUs  me  that  New  Hampshire's  electors  will  all  vote  for  Adams  and 
Piaduiey  certainly,  except  one,  of  whom  the  same  is  probable,  but 
"W  certain. 

^  [Since  Mr,  Pickering  was  expelled,  the  President  baa  said  of  him  to  a 
S^eman,  "  as  honctt  a  man  aa  ever  lived."  0.  C.  ]    See  above,  p.  277. 
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The  persona  for  electors  are  supiMied  to  be  prtdtMtiuattA  bjr  i 
Legisktare. 

C'-oIoDel  Burr  in  U^  be  at  Providence  to-<lay.  H«!  prolailjly  naf 
pxpcct  that,  as  Governor  Fi'nncr  will  vfite  for  Jefferson,  he  maj' 
aUu  be  iiiiliu-eO  to  vutu  for  lum.  As  lie  h  B  very  saiiguiii«  uuui 
he  mny  expect  even  more.  Tour*  faithfnllj*. 

Gkouqe  Ci 


I 
m  lis     ! 

^^ 
oftM^ 


Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

nRooKLixK,  Ang.  JS,  1901 
Mt  deah  Sm,  —  I  have  read  with  great  Attention  j-our  lelter  o( 
the  lltli.  Mr.  Chief  JuRtice  Onna  nnil  Mr.  Parsons  have  a W 
given  it  a  roailing.  As  yoM  pruliablv  aeu  imr  newRiiapen,  M 
must  pwceiw  tliaL  wt?  have  taken  our  course  as  w«  uRJcTBto',"!  ii 
to  have  been  8«ttlod  by  our  frit-niU  nl  Pbibuldphin.  Tbt  ericlow<l 
copy  of  my  letter  to  Gcnernl  ilaniilioii  will  explain  to  you  tb« 
ilillii-iiltit*)*  we  n|i|ireliPinI  from  a  <Iis<-lo»ure  of  Mr.  Ailam*'»  Jefi 
nnleu  arrompnnied  iffilh  smlatAe  ttcknatrMgmfutt  tlini  ht  it 
tuppvrted  ai  one  of  ihe  cantlitinlfM,  nottvithsfanding  those  rf*i 
This  apparent  abAtirdity  i»  only  to  be  recouciktl  by  the  tntlb 
case  and  the  ncoeasity  of  mutiinl  conc/hsHion.  I  am.  and  haveluDg 
bveu,  im  fiilly  convinced  lu  you  are  tlmt  Mr.  Adiims  ouglil  to  have 
been  iib(iiiiln;ied  by  the  Fedcrnl  party,  whom  he  hail  i»  fact  ivit- 
fived  :  but  it  secni<t  a  majority  were  not  brought  to  tliin  o{Hnkpii  in 
seamii.  nnd  tb<^  pruittMit  half-Hniy  Hystvm  was  the  conseiiience.  i 
TTisli  every  FcdcraliM,  wiio  can  understand  it,  mif^hi  nitd  Tonr 
excellent  letter;  and  I  vri&h  to  »^ee  n  full  but  calm  diacussiuu  of  >n 
ibe  groitiKl*  of  disrontfint  with  Mr.  Arhini«,  in  »  pampltlet  or  Df«- 
pappr.  Uut  HtiLI  I  do  not  see  bow  It  will  be  practicable  to  A'Mfix^ 
3Ir.  Adiims  s»  a  candidate,  at  tlus  period,  without  confoondipg  h 
in  Ctiis  (]iiarter,  and  enn«oqueiitly  exposing  the  whole  party  U>  * 
dcfeaU  Bcsidoe,  if  Jefferson  U  to  come  in.  Is  It  Dol  rer^  impomnt 
tbar  he  Jtbnll  uat  have  come  in  by  any  diviHio"  among  the  Fe^fTU- 
ista  ?  I  fear  we  are  too  weak  at  liest  to  iwrt  our  enemy  ;  Imi »' 
any  rate  we  are  not  strong  enough  to  break  up,  and  new  fom  *• 
the  field  of  battle. 

I  hare  often  contempklcd  tho  Tariom  issneii  of  the  eI<NHinn.»nJ 
I  see  In  each  a  cunsidi;rubU)  a|)pniximatiou  of  balaote  of  ndraoiag* 
and  disadvantage,  Getieral  I'itickney  is  the  only  one  from  whoa 
I  should  expoct  pure,  honest,  steady  efforts  to  save  tho  State.    On 


'lawLi 


CORBE9POSDENCE. 


S88 


Ipui  aidei  the  mse  and  good  would  be  in  Uieir  [iroper  ptaoit ;  and,  if 

><Uiey  (ul  nf  doing  ftlt  the  good  thej  irUh,  yet  they  coiilil  neither  be 

destmyeil  nor  disnroRcd.     But  it  u  too  obvioQs  tlut  Mr.  Adams 

ttnd  many  with  him  will  oppose  the  Pinc)ui«y  ailiuiaistmlion,  sod 

r#rjr  maitt/  morr  iupport  it  mltttg. 

A  cDmtiibnL  npoa  your  Ictttir  m>ul<l  make  a  great  hook,  and,  if 
TTorthy  of  Ibo  leil,  would  be  iiivftluable.     I  -hiil]  for  ever  regret 
tlut  the  ideas  it  eonlains  liarc  not  been  commnuicutcd  taevory  inas 
of  wusti  and  booesty. 
With  Nncere  esteem  and  altwhmfiit,  I  remain  a«  erer. 

Tours  faiikfully,  Geukub  Cabot. 


Cabot  to  TVolcott. 

lluooKLisK,  September.  180D, 
Mt  dkar  SiR.^At  the  do«ire  of  fttr.  Gore,  from  whom  it  haa 
just  arriTwl,  I  c-nrlow^  you  ■  leiu^r  lo  (.'oloiitil   Pirkcrinj;,  with  a 
rvijueet  lhu(  you  will   traimuiit  it   to  him.      Vdu   will   »ce  by   our 
Qewirpa)i#r«  that  tJie  negotiation  at  Paris  In  broken  off,  and  I  ihink 

^^on  will  floon  ave  Hudi  of  tlA  dtttaiU  iia  may  Lend  t^i  inllu<>nce  the 
Fnaidential  election.  The  arliclo  from  Paris  is  pcrtainly  inttfrnlt-il 
for  (hat  purjmae.  The  French  «ay  lht<y  will  not  Irt^ut  with  tin, 
unluas  we  put  them  on  the  same  fooling  as  the  Kn^liith  ;  hut.  in  the 
timniT-liith  article  of  Ur.  Jay'i  treaty,  we  have  stipuSau^d  Hint  wo 

»wiil  in.ik**  no  ni'W  treaty  whiRti  itball  )iivt'.  to  a  iiitlion  at  war  wilh 
England  ihr  advantage  of  niir  pori«  to  [«hr'lt<>r  pHvatmirtiL,  prix^s.  &c 
Previous  to  the  Lr«ity  of  Mr.  Jay,  and  aftvrwanl  until  the  annuU 

»iD«nl  of  the  French  treaty,  FranM  had  tfie  aiune  ailvantnt^-a  ov^r 
tlm  En|ilifili  which  aim  now  uuuiplains  thu  Knpliiili  havH  over  hnr. 
Vet  this  dill  not  pn^vt-nl  an   wiuiliiLik"   and  auiicabl'r   treaty  being 
made  hy  Mr.  Jay.     When  we  siipiiooed  ourBclve*  in  danger  from 
I  the  power  and  hostility  of  England,  na  in  1778,  we  rc<n|iroraUHl 
with    Fruoofl    certain  uxcluHive  »ti|ndaticn«    relative    to   uiarilime 
righta,  whirh  we  th^'n  thong^it  »iiit«-d  nur  condition.     In  1 791,  we 
recipro(^ed  with  Knj;liind  itimilar  ^lipiilalion^,  and  whirh  by  the 
I,  Tiolationt  of  Franoe,  in  the  fai'e  of  unr  treaty  willi  her,  j^ivt-ii  au 
I  dBcaey  to  thi^  Mipulalion.  whi<^h  it  cnnid  never  have  hud  in  n^Iation 
la  FniDce.     li  this  ia  iueunvenimil  or  injurious  to  France,  it  b  hnr 
own  (attlU     For  we  »aved  lo  b>er  all  the  rij;hl«  she  enjuywd  by 
'tretttyi  and  ab«  wantonly,  wickedly,  and  insolently  violated  itiat 
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BBine  treaty  br  which  she  "holii  (liem.     Tf  T  were  not  too  indolent, 
I  would  throw  two  or  Ihme  of  thexe  i^enn  into  the  |>a|iprs. 

A  gcntJcntan,  who  Raw  Mr.  Fll^wnrth  th«  end  of  Jiiiip,  infonna 
me  that  lie  vxiiressed  aa  opinion  that  it  was  bust  he  aw}  his  ouU 
leagOM  should  be  xrharti  ilwy  were;  that  Austria  probably  would 
make  peace,  ami  Kii^)!iml  |ier}iiipit  wuiild  not  OHiiinue  the  wxr 
all«r  the  aumitivr  catnjiaigii  emls;  that  if  hII  othrre  ehouM  adjust 
their  differenceK,  and  nun  remuiii  unsettled,  we  ini{;hl  find  it  difli- 
cutt  to  obtain  lermii  l.)iat  were  just  and  reasoniible,  Theoe  seitti- 
BMnlK  are  iisli)m.l,  but  are  they  sound?  Whnt  tmfely  can  be 
derived  to  ub  from  a  jiicco  nf  parchment,  if  Btiouapni-tt'  i<>  able  and 
dieposod  to  disturb  iisF  D(m>h  iiut  our  danger  iueruu^e  witli  hta 
prei>ondemiicc  of  power,  and  i«  not  that  preiKnidenince  iiicrei«e<l 
by  the  extinction  of  niir  enmity  ?  Js  tliere  any  safety  for  any 
nntion  a^inet  ibe  power  and  ambitiim  of  France,  but  in  a  power 
and  diapoiiition  to  resist  lliein  of  IheuiHKlveH,  or  in  concert  wilh 
ochent  ?  r  think  there  in  not ;  and  I  hIiII  hope  that  Kaglatid  tldnks 
BO.  aiidwill  therefore  revive  tlie  spirit  of  King  Williiun  iind  Queen 
Aduc'a  times,  and  ni.ike  neither  praeo  nor  truce  with  Prance  until 
her  [lower  is  reduced. 

I  should  be  most  happy  to  soe  you  herd  oltboiigh  I  BhoaM 
expect  to  he»r  yon  denounned  as  an  inlrifruer,  if  you  were  to  viail 
us  at  iim  tiinn,  I  am  toM.  however,  ihiit  to  Mr.  Parsons  the 
President  denies  that  he  ever  called  uo  '*  BriUah  faction,  or  any  of 
the  hard  nnmos  of  which  he  has  bt-cn  accused."  He  dties  not 
rocullcet  tbosc  IntbiiijicriinctiB.  uuii  iluukti  himself  greatly  misunder- 
Btood  or  niii«repre«eiit*^l;  he  doo»  not  recollect  to  have  uHcd  the 
expressions  mentioned  by  Mr.  Goodhue,  and  never  6puk«  of  the 
Essex  Jtwto  in  the  opprobrious  terms  charge<l  agninitt  him.  It 
seem*,  on  the  whole,  he  wan  diepoaed  to  modcnition.  nnd  10  ba 
reconciled  to  those  few  who  have  omitted  to  visit  him,  if  tlicy 
wished  to  be  reconciled.  Yours  faithfully, 

Geo  RGB  Cabot. 


Cabot  to  Gorb, 

Mt  oear  Friend,  —  I  have  looked  into  ciliwn  Uarrwi's  vale- 
dictory address  to  citizen  Monroe  at  pvlUshtd  here,  and  find  t)>e 
words  to  be  ai  I  had  snpiwsed  :  '*  We  restore  in  you  n  representative 
to  America."  In  the  publication  you  quote,  the  word  "  wnd " 
changes  the  signitication  entirely. 
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T  wi><1i  il  wore  possible  lo  give  a  snlififnolnn'  opinion  upon  ilm 
PreMtlnitli)]  trlfc^tion,  btit  th^  prLiliiiliiiily  flurliiiil^:!  uft^kU'.  For 
aocoe  Um«  piist,  .ti-ffprsoa'ft  rhiiiin?  w<vi  much  tht  best ;  hue  within  a 
few  days  we  lure  beeu  informed  ibnt  lb«>  Fcderaliets  Id  Smith  Car- 
olina ho|M>  to  pni-VRll  iu  ihe  uuiled  vott  for  AduiiiA  and  I'inckuev. 
If  rhii^  proves  veW  fniinded,  it  ^ve.4  Mr.  Adams  the  onlj  chance  h« 
coiiIH  hiive.  If.  hnwKver,  thfs  new  I'cnnsylvanin  T.pjrii*liitHre  can 
be  maoagea)  by  McKean  and  Dsllai.  .Jefftrson  will  slill  prevail. 
A;;»inst  thu.  vf.  arv  aiwurcd  hv  the-  Pi-tiiwylvaiiia  FedcraliMs  th;it 
a  luajurity  In  thc-ir  Seuute  will  immovably  adhere  to  tli<>  lUfitrict 
election,  in  which  oaMt  the  linnl  twiuc  mniit  be  cnmidc-iv^'I  n*  nous 
wholly  uncertain.'  I  wmld  give  you  inuny  dplalls  and  cnnjcctures 
on  this  auhject.  bat  they  would  not  unable  you  to  fonn  a  salisfac- 
tory  judgment,  and  tlitr^^forc  I  spare  you  the  trouble  of  reading 
Oieni.  I  ihiiik.  however,  Ruch  is  the  activity  of  pitrtieg,  and  Ihey 
are  now  ito  di&ltnct.  iJiat  we  &haU  >oon  )>e  ablo  to  give  a  stalemeut 
of  the  volt's  that  may  He  ex)M'(*eird. 

Mr.  "Wolcott  lluukti  Mr.  Manhnil  «cc?pt«d  the  wfcrelaryship  * 
(ram  good  moliTds,  aud  with  a  view  of  preserving  union,  and  that 
he  and  Dexter,*  Jy  (Kcepting,  have  rendered  the  nation  grcai  Bcr* 
vice;  for,  if  tliey  had  refu«e<l,  we  should  liiive  \\AA^-Htnrtn  alone 
iauntt  vrhom  f  lie  think-s.  howovi^r.  as  all  muit,  thai  nnder  the 
pmeot  chief  Uiey  will  be  diHapfHiinlud  iu  their  bupes>  and  tUut  if 
Jefferson  is  Preudent  they  will  probably  resign. 

I  KID  alarmed  at  the  talk  of  peai^e  wliieh  u  heard  at  your  table 
and  Mr.  King's,  Thert  can  be  to  secMnly,  and  thtrffore  shi'uld  hf 
no  peace.  England  mny  hf  undone  b^  a  peace  tehUt  the  potcer  of 
France  is  to  predominant.  There  is  no  good,  but  every  evil,  in 
Knjjland  to  lie  dreaded  from  a  ji«?ace ;  and  cpplainly  there  i»  no 
neceasity  for  it.  Will  any  man  pretend  that  Kngland  has  not  ihe 
meatia  of  opposing  the  universal  ein[jire  of  Franco  now  with  as 
much  effect  UR  at  the  beginning  of  the  eentury  ?  I  have  lately  bciru 
reviewing  the  event«  of  that  period,  and  cannot  but  be  struck  with 
the  inittiense  superiority  of  advantage  which  Itie  IlriLi»h  govern- 
men!  and  natinti  now  erijoy  cj^mpared  with  it.  If  Oroat  llrilain 
perscvereft,  she  cannot  fuU  of  a  triumph  o%'er  her  rival,  and  will 

1  The  PraiuyWanIa  Senate  did  hold  out,  and  the  House  Anally  compro- 
nissd  for  RcT<.'n  Fudvral  and  eltrlit  vpp<.>«iiwii  eleeiun-  In  South  CuruUiia, 
the  Fcd<-raU<U  irvre  beaten,  ilie  oppo»iiiLm  oblAlning  ntl  the  eiglii  vote* 

S  or  ■talp. 

"  Appoiutcd  Secretary  of  War  lo  succeed  MclUnij. 
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iilttmittcly  he  reimliurBetl  her  expense  as  well  n»  enjoy  ihe  );Iory  of 
nrileviiiiii;;  Kiini|*.  Tin?  (jciwer  nuil  intiiit-iK^e  whicli  elie  acquires 
\iy  lipr  ex<?rlif>n«  nra  as  wtli*!  as  llie  giilil  die  ej|iend*,  luitl,  if  thejr 
are  osktI  nhelv  aD«)  wiUiout  abuse,  will  make  her  as  great  as  il 
nation  can  Im?.  —  perliapit.  iiMWtl  too  groai, 

I  iH>nr«i]ii  vt  you  iIial  your  eslimatu  of  Buouapnrttr'ii  talents  was 
the  mtMt  correct.  Siuco  hn  ttwuii  Erum  EjfVpU  lie  has  riseu  in  my 
ei«ii*<'in  hy  hio  ooinhict  ami  "uccpjia,  tlioiii,;h  both  liuvo  hvf.a  (avured 
by  firnimstanccs. 

'*  The  ilnmii'ed  HritUh  faction  "  is  now  xmaller  in  Dumber*  than 
It  has  been  for  several  yean.  AnteH  and  I,  with  half  a  dozen  othen 
of  yi>ur  friends,  still  adhere  witl^.  unshuheu  cuntfiaiirv  lo  thuse  seii- 
lim^iitM  of  hue  patrioliKRi  (a«  w«  tliink)  which  liuvu  drawn  upon 
m  this  extraoitlinary  deniincistinn. 

Tonrs  faithfully,  G.  C. 


Cabot  to  Goke. 

Oct,  11. 1800. 

Mt  drab  Frif.ni>.  —  I  wrote  to  you  and  Mr.  King  each  a  short 
letter,  wliicti  my  son  copied,  anil  which  copies  are  under  this  rover. 

We  are  in  sfatH  quo  as  regard*  llie  elortioii.  though  T  think  the 
Beiitimeiits  faToraI)le  to  a  otiited  vote  for  Adams  and  Pinckncy 
bare  exteotled  themselves  considerably.  While  you  and  lay  good 
friend,  Mr.  King.  lament  the  asperity  of  jmriics  here,  you  will  nat- 
urally nxijlleci  thai  your  tlislancL-  from  the  fire  enables  you  to  keep 
mt^if  coirt  than  tIio>>e  who  arc  in  ihe  inirlHl  of  it.  Jacohtninio  ia 
declining  in  Knrope,  hecaiise  the  mnsler  of  the  workshop  lias  noir 
an  interest  to  luaintnin,  at  least  within  doors,  the  prindples.  and 
oh«crve  the  maxims  of  all  rt-gidar  <-st;ilili*hments.  SiiJI.  n  litlle  of 
thiK  mischief  abroad  way  be  pronioicd.  Sxcfuire  dcmoeraey.  which 
!•  H  Mtrt  of  naturul  Jiirohiniiini,  tlirwitcns  the  Uuilwl  Stales  with 
givat  trouble;  and  must  men  who  reflect  much  and  see  far  think 
we  cannot  avert  it.  Some  efr!>rts,  h"Wever,  will  be  made  to  con- 
toliduti.-  and  inrigwale  Xfw  England.  \n  "aitti-Jocubiii"  uew»- 
frnper  \g,  amnng  other  things,  to  lie  pHntod,  and  filled  with  th« 
productions  of  our  hpM  men.  It  is  at  least  hopeil  by  tht»  measure 
Ui  uinle,  find  to  keep  unitwl,  ihe  Federalists,  to  correct  th^ir  ilaii- 
gerons  errors,  and  to  prepare  ihcm  for  evils  which  cannot  he 
Hhunncd.  You  will  not  «jc|)ect  much  from  thi»  undertaking,  rab 
you  will  think  it  proper  to  be  pur«u«d.     It  seems  to  hv  cousidwvd 


h 


by  the  most  nt^niiiMe  men,  in  *nm«  at  tli«  Soiilliern  niid  3!id'lla 
States,  that  llit-re  Li  no  linpA  for  onr  (fovernnK-ni  Viut  what  t^m 
upon  Nvv  Enj:laDd;  Kiid  tbe  mu.it  knowing  ones  think  thai  a  very 
slender  dcpeudt-ncc.  In  New  YorV.  we  »re  tol<l  tliere  in  a  total 
de^ipuiiiloucti ;  In  New  .iLtrsey,  thti  ]ianJlfi  are  iKilnnra^;  but.  in 
Peiiimylvutiin,  iTiK-uliiiiimii  trhiiufilu. 

Willi  all  ili«>&t;  ini-lutii'holy  npiMMrunrv*)).  yon  will  nol  fail  to  r^niem- 
bi*r  what  hai>  oftrii  liapjieneH,  —  ifial  tee  derirt  the  mfons  ofaeape 
Jivm  tcU  c«ry  ujieu  /rvm  the  ttrror  it  ^jvi'fft. 

Yours  affftclaonat«lj",  G.  C. 


Cabot  to  Hamiltom. 


Brooklinr.  Snturday.  Oct  11, 1800. 
Mr  D&A.B  Sir,  — Tour  letter  of  llio  "id  ilid  uwt  rvach  m«  outil 
Iftst  eveniiig,  it  hnrino;  be«n  aori'lenially  ilutaineil  ni  th«  utage-hoose 
iu  tbii  village  severnl  days. 

The  I^rMidciit  is  on  the  point  of  departure  for  the  seat  of  povprn- 
tnenL  bo  thai  no  ojiiinrLiintty  of  coiiveyanc*?  by  a  jiriVHlu  gf  ntli^mail 
t'oitld  hv  found.  1  have  tlieruforc  sent  your  letlcr  by  a  sure  huuU 
to  till!  ])0!i!-«)irn-i',  wVience  It  uiidoiihk-dly  ii,Of»,  In  tho  Pre«id«nt'» 
regular  jmcka^  of  letters,  to  Qnincy  thi*  day.'  I  ha^-e  clio.-ien 
this  method  a>i  mor«  sure  of  reaching  hi»  own  hand  than  if  1  hnd 
Sunt  it  by  a  servant,  vho  would  bavo  been  obliged  to  deliver  it^ 
pcrliapfi,  to  ouulliiu'  sorvaut,  iui^tcad  of  to  the  Trciiidvut  or  his 
Mcretary. 

1  Tlie  loiter  referred  to  wiu  a  lecoDd.  s(t■I^■1l•^<l  hy  llnmillon  to  Adami 
on  tht  charge  of  "  >  llriii*lt  f Acii»n,"  and  it  a«  f nllnwB :  — 

New  VvRK.Oi.  1.IW0. 

SiH,  —  The  lime  which  tins  elup^uJ  tlrn-e  air  Iptu-r  of  tlw  l»i  Augurt 
ma  ilflivcrrsl  lii  ran  )>i'i-i?tiiil('i  thf  JurlliiT  (•x]ifi.'tnitun  of  an  amwi-r. 

From  (Ilia  *ilrnce,  1  will  driiw  no  iiilcrtnt'i: ;  nor  will  I  [m-oUini'  m  jtiil)[e 
of  the  DlurM  at  silenre  on  sudt  nn  o(.-c&iion,  on  the  part  of  ihe  chief  mu|iri»- 
traie  of  a  republic  towKnii  u  citixen,  who  without  a  itaia  luu  diacharftL-d  lO 
Dianj  inipurUiil  piibliu  iru^rn. 

Bat  thiu)  much  I  will  ainnii,  thai,  by  wbomioerer  a  chnrm-  vf  tin-  kind 
mentioiMHl  In  \i\y  funiicr  k-ttvr  iimy  at  niij"  ilnie  hn»i>  Wen  mnrfp  i-r  \n»ln- 
uatH  aiiain«t  nM>,  it  i*  a  ha*!-,  wicltcil,  ami  (.tiicI  CHlumnr.  ili-i>iituti-  cvi-ii  uf 
a  [ilauBihle  pretejtt  Iu  cxcum.-  the  follj'  or  tlte  tle)iravii^  wliidi  mtiM  Iuit« 
dictated  it. 

WiUi  duo  reaped,  I  liave  the  huiior  to  be,  air,  your  ohwilfiit  aerviLiii. 

Auuaxiikr  IIamiltox. 

Set)  Wtirlu  of  Hamilton,  VI.  470,  471. 


J 
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f>iir  pwjplB,  iifUT  uH  their  Bcolditig.  seem  uow  to  mlmit  mora 
generally  tliat  Ma«»afliii»etU  oiiylit  fairly  to  vote  for  Admue  and 
Piiii'kney:  bnt  you  knnw  Uist  we  caii  only  give  oonjecuireft  until 
tht  rnet'liiig  of  our  Legislature.  Akhough  I  am  ont  "  an  injlttriititti 
man"  niitl  ivikh  I  vraa  tint  Thought  to  be.  I  fxpcct  ut  kasl  one,  iukI, 
if  pnnte'l,  several  a>j)iu»  of  your  justiHcniory  Lutier. 

Dr.  Dwight '  is  huru  ttirriug  ua  up  to  oppose  the  ilemon  of 
JacoltiiiiKin.  A  new  pnper,  to  be  enlilleil  lh«  "  Ni/n'  ICiigliiiiil 
Anti-jncohiti,"  is  to  be  ]ii)bllxl)4?4l  nt  Roatoii,  and  circiilniiil  nn 
cilt-ijsivuly  as  pi:>«»ible.  cspcciully  through  New  EiigUud.  Thu 
labor)  of  many  gnnd  inen  urc  expected  in  iU)  support,  and  yours 
atnong  thu  rt-»u  Some  giiod  may  masonably  be  exiKH^tecl  from  it 
in  the  dissemitiatiuu  of  tiHL'fut  tnilb«,  in  correcting  some  of  the 
dangeroua  ^rrom  c-mbrfloed  by  tho  tVdoraliHtii.  in  uniting  and  keep- 
ing tlicm  united,  aud  in  sumo  nieiunre  prupftring  tiicm  for  the  evils 
Uiey  cuiiuot  sliuii.  iiut  tlm  obj<:*nt  ut  too  \ague  and  th«  ituutna  too 
inroUHtnnt  10  aatinfy  iill  our  nn\i<>lie!i. 

Tho  Preirideiit  lias  been  eiidvuroriiig  to  be  calm  Rud  discreet^ 
ftud  hiut  dtscovei'od  a  dc-sirc  to  bu  viKilcd  by  the  iodividuat»  of  the 
^  dsmuud  fauiiun  "  whom  he  huK  formerly  proHcribt-d. 

Youra  afr&clionate!ly  luid  faithfully,  G.  CabOT. 


Ci.BOT   TO   WOLCOTT. 

BROOI[i.tvc,  Oct  6, 1800. 

Mr  OKAR  Sill.  —  A  letter  from  Mr.  Gore,  vUtcd  August  21, 
infonns  me  that  the  Americans  who  daily  arrive  in  I*ondon  from 
Paris  are  gftiemlly,  if  not  wiiiverially,  of  opinion  that  nothiug  will 
be  effected  by  our  envoys.  Thftse  itinerants  seem  to  think,  too, 
that  vre  arc  in  the  wrong,  not  because  we  hare  humbled  aiirtM^K-e» 
before  the  **  (*reat  Natiou,"  but  because  our  humility  i»  limited  by 
the  in§tnic[ionn  which  ought  to  have  pprmitl:4.-d  tho  acccptjuu»j  yf 
duch  t«riii«  ai  France  would  iireacrilic. 

I  liave  already  intimated  lo  you  my  ffjirs  that  the  high  and  well- 
lempered  mind  of  our  cxoelleut  friend  KIlHWorth  has  Ik^'M  sh^ikeo, 
])iThnpfi  by  sicktiB!^8  In  part,  but  in  part  aJdo  hy  the  event*  which 
he  ha«  witne-ssed.  and  by  others  which  be  apprehended,  and  all 
aggravated  by  the  act«  and  mauogemcDt  of  a  set  of  people  at  Paris 

1  I>r.  Tticodorw  Dwight,  I*r«sideDt  of  Vale  Collvge. 
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emplojod  for  the  purpose,  as  (be  KosciuskoH,  Darlowi,*  in.  fi 
my  own  |Hti-t.  I  rpjoioj  exc<!«diiiglv  tlmt  iir.Jmy'a  IrPatj  eootAina 
liar  Ui  ftiv'Ii  mnvi':Qt)iiiiB  as  ilit!  Fruiich  itist>>t  i>u.  Oii  Utis  point.  X 
puWished  yusk'nlrtv  in  lliij  C'eiitiiifl,  ne  "  Ont  of  tht  Amrrimn 
Pfoph."  a  /irw  iflti-Ad  which  owuiTwl  on  K-aJiiig  the  Pntit  artidf;* 
aiid  I  bnve  eeiii  [o  the  same  press,  (or  Wcrliicstlar'fl  |Hi]>er.  lotne 
iurtliLT  rvinnrks  on  the  impudence  as  well  as  the  io^idiuusneM  of 
nil  the  dd^iniu  and  dr>ctriiiefl  at  the  Froitoh  rcspectinj;  the  noinn»>r- 
rinl  righu  uf  nrutntta,  all  whk^li  I  amtiider  are  mainlaiiiud  by  ihvin 
with  the  sole  vi«w  of  (.'n-jsigiug  C)iu  noutraLa  to  bcM>n»e  pk-dgt-d  to 
support  a  sjrstein  by  which  France  coo  hftve  her  otm  eomvaeree 
uuvcrml.  or  ueiitmU  bo  brought  to  figlit  for  ber.  You  know  I  am 
too  indident  to  illuiitrHtt.-  mid  viiforcu  llitrse  ideaa  aa  they  mt^ritj 
but  the  hintA  will  be  iMefuI  to  abler  and  more  aetivo  men.  Gr«at 
pains  are  taken  by  Dr.  Monte'  and  some  otJierit  to  elTL-ot  a  ruooti- 
ciltalBOf),  at  it  in  ralln),  betwoen  the  President  and  IIiomb  wlio  dia- 
iippmve  bin  pnliticw ;  b«t,  though  wirll  meant,  \\\ts  allenipt  U  nbHiird. 
"rt'«  btliuve  ibu  Prroidcut's  (xmr»u  k-uds  to  tlif  division,  «li£j^cu, 
and  niin  of  ibe  FedentI  cause.  He  denouuoes  us  for  entertaining 
these  sentiments.  Xo  pentonul  ^ix>d-hunior  can  alter  the  faet.  I 
am  one  of  the  few  who  jirefer  remaining  under  Pn'sideiitial  frowns 
and  diAplr^Hiire  ratlwr  chftn,  by  risiting  him  or  any  utlii-r  m-t,  indi- 
cate to  tlie  ptibliu  tlint  I  have  renountv^d  opinions  vrhiiTh  ore  com* 
pletely  Mtablittbi'd,  or  that  I  csu  abandon  men  in  public  life  whose 
oondvot  and  character,  I  think,  otigbt  to  endear  th(>m  to  every  friend 
of  onler,  virtue,  and  public  liberty.  Although  I  ittill  think  the  on- 
gagemeut  to  support  Mr,  Adams  with  Mr,  Pimkncy,  ntid  which 
pm'haps  was  unavoidably  niiulu.  im^it  lo  bit  R.-iRrfdly  tvHperted,  yet 
I  am  strongly  inrliiieil  to  helievv,  in  our  unttyic€trd  sitiiation,  we 
should  do  ns  well  with  Jefferson  for  President,  and  Mr.  Pinekney 
Vice-Prusident,  na  with  any  ibiug  ibul  we  can  now  exjnxt.  Such 
an  iftano  to  Ihe  Kltrolinn,  if  ittirly  priMbit-ed,  is  the  only  one  that  will 
keep  the  Kedc-ml  party  tofTL'ther,  and  in  a  statti  Ui  nit  wiih  renewed 
vigor  when  circtinitUiKVS  ighall  retpiiri?  it. 

Toitrs  faithfully  and  affeetionutvly,  Gkokub  Cabot. 

>  .TofI  Barlow,  of  Connecticut,  famous  for  his  good  DcmcH-rftlic  principles  S 
•D'l  liu  bail  )iiir(ry.     Sve  above,  p.  240.  | 

^  See  p.  uU7. 

■  Dr.  .IiMk-iliah  Hnrae,  af  Connecticut,  iM-ttm-  knuxn  bv  hit  g4^t;raphlca| 
worW  anri  hi*  reliifimtti  Inhiini  Dwn  liy  polJtii-a.  wli]i  wliich,  botrwrtr,  h* 
•waiB  to  batu  busivJ  Uiiuiivli  to  a  con4ldvrafal«  vxteDI. 
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WoLCOTT  TO  Cabot. 

iPriiiae.) 

'Wakuikgtox,  Nor.  16, 1800. 

'DtiAR  Sin, — T  ro«iIvfcit  your  favor  of  OcrtoWr  .'j  a  ivw  ilaya  since, 
ndur  my  retiini  from  ii  vioil  to  CoimecticHt.  Wo  kuow  tiolbing 
more  of  tlie  reoull  «■(  tho  tniMMOii  bi  rnirii%  tlinn  what  appears  in 
lliv  pAiJor**.  A  treaty  ha^  iin quest ioiial>ly  Xtet^n  eigiicJ,  although 
our  piwioiM  iiifoniintion  jii»tilie<]  a  omHtlerU  hvMel  tluit  notUin^ 
would  bfi  clone.  I  fear  tliprc  arc  girtuiitlH  for  Llie  ajipi^Iieiiftiona 
you  eu^SjfSt ;  anil  I  kIjuII  l>u  liujipy  if  thu  pmlmrrwibUivutA,  wlik'h 
tbe  miwion  to  Franot*  \ia»  already  iK-ciwionecI,  are  not  iiicreaBed  by 
its  future  cous^ueuuea.  Let  us  ooc  bowover  antictpato  dttlicultie«, 
but  prcjmru  lo  meet  tbem. 

AOer  due  rettfclioii,  I  liav©  considt^red  it  lo  be  my  (buy  lo  retire 
from  ofllce.  I  have  nix^ordliijrly  vrrhu-n  a  roapectfiil  tetter  to  the 
FresideDU  ofEerlii^  my  reBiguHti()U  at  tbu  clusf*  of  tbe  eiisuiug  uioiiUi, 
to  whicb  I  bavu  received  an  ohli^nng  aciswor.  I  rdluct  nitli  satia- 
fufticm  that  the  bui^iiti)^  of  the  Treasury  dojtartniL-ut  ba^  not  etif- 
f^red  ill  my  h^uds,  that  the  reveuue  of  Uie  present  gnratiy  exotmlo 
lliat  of  any  former  yenr,  and  that  li>an»  cjui  t>a  ohiainM,  if  1)«ocm- 
i%ary.  It  would  he  nflet^tjUion  to  prf>tHiiil  that  my  msigiintimt  has 
not  btJcn  altt-ndw,!  wilb  a  conflict  of  cmoli'jus.  I  emu  hoir«v«r 
declare  that  none  of  them  have  been  of  u  nature  to  prodneo  self- 
criiuinatiou:  and  1  preKume  to  hope  that  my  future  couduct  will 
tviiice  a  itoiiloiiit  RttarhnieDt  to  thn  ititen^tji  of  my  country  Hnd  ttn 
povemmeni,  and  Bineere  gratitudn  to  UtoRu  who  have  honored  me 
uith  ilietr  coDfideuce,  Irieudfihip,  mid  support.  I  am,  d«ar  tir, 
with  cfitAom  and  fricndahip. 

Your  obcdlcDC  ecrranCp  0.  W, 


Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

{Privitte  and  ci>i\/!dftitiiil.) 

Jfor.  27. 1800. 

Mt  pkak  Fkiknu, — Although  I  ti&d  long  contemplated  the 

possible  event  of  ymir  rettremeut  from  ofSoe,  y«t  my  miud  was  not 

quite  prepared  for  it  wlifcti  your  leitar  of  the  IGth  arrived.     I  have 

n-rolved  it  the  gruatcftt  part  of  the  last  nitflii.  whieh  1  found  imjHM- 

ftible  lo  [HkM  iti  sleep;  and  I  •till  cun  viovr  tlie  subject  oidy  a»  grief 
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or  iodignnlioa  presents  it.  A  ^remment  vbich  cannot  tolurate 
the  virtues  wUkU  fiave  liceii  c-xhibih^d  m  ours  esnnoL  long  eujo^ 
tho  onnfiitcnou  of  thv  wisu  xnd  ^itoit;  it  mrinnt  long  bo  prosored 
ptinj,  and  will  soon  lie  (liou^)tt  t*)  Iw  not  worlli  prvMirritij;.  I  kMow 
Boi  Iioff  this  event  will  oi>c-niW!  u|«>n  the  mini]'*  snd  feelings  nf 
allien;  but  I  can  Imnliy  doubt,  if  pride  and  prejudice  hnd  not 
tDwIo  this  State  »o  blind  lo  Mr.  Ailams,  lliev  would  have  wi»b«d  to 
witlihold  their  votes  at  lliis  late  period.  In  Connectioat.  they  are 
differently  circumtiULiiL-fd  and  inuy  dare  to  act  accurdiiig  to  tha 
dictates  of  gvnuinu  public  pn rR-iplt.-«. 

Ton  TDTutt  irnliil^  tiiy  wirtbes  to  know  your  future  de«liny,  so  far 
.least  aa  it  ia  foreieeo  by  yourself.     I  am  anxiotii^  to  leuru  what 
rtnrse  yon  h&ve  prMcrihed  yonraelf,  that  I  mity  direct  thn  prayera 
of  my  heart  in  conformity. 

If  what  the  nuKspapere  represent  with  great  appearance  of  truth 

be  eorrect,  I  should  think  the  afftUra  of  our  country  are  in  the 

Liroret  possible  situation  in  regard  to  foreign  nations.     We  nourish 

ridi  the   Niibstantial   difforenceii   between    u*   and   lh«   two    leiuling 

Kurop«an  powers,  anil  wo  wantnnly  throw  away  the  means  which 

their  rivalry  affords  us  to  remove  those  di£fer«noe!i. 

I  rcituua  ever  yours,  GEOBtiE  Cabot. 


Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

Nov.  26,  1800. 

Mr  DBAK  Frikxii,  —  AVlioia  it  possiblu  to  find  for  your  sue- 
ceuor  in  offlco?     I  have  sought  in  vnin  for  a  chamcu^r  cnmpetent 

its  duties,  and  who  would  nudortako  them.  Indeed,  there  ur<>  but 
»w,  very  tew,  who  cnuld  perform  tln^ni.  Mr.  Sltfvlt? '  will  Imj 
offended,  if  he  is  ueglecled  ;  but  a  man  ought  to  have  mora  than 
coninioQ  merits,  coming  from  such  a  <pi:Lrtur,  to  Heeuru  public  con- 
fideiice.  I  will  thank  you,  if  a  leitture  mumeitt  reeurv,  to  iuform 
niQ,  when  the  arran^^im-nt  h  m.a'V,  what  it  i^. 

Writing*  Co  General  Ilainiltoa,  1  huvi;  Liken  the  liberty  to 
inform  him  that  Home  of  his  rtspecinfJf  J'riwlt  censure  hiui  for 
didplayiog  too  much  cgoiiAm  and  canity  in  hi.«>  Ixiok.  I  know  bow 
difficult  it  la  for  a  uiau  to  be  tc»ld  of  hli  faulla  without  offence ;  but 

I  I  rappoas  this  tv  rcfi-r  to  •Tolio  Steele  of  Nortb  CuraUna,  and  at  this 
time  Bnt  Coinplrollor  nf  ihe  Trviuury. 
'  ']1iia  rt'fvn  Iq  tht;  nsxl  letter. 
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I  vu  encoura^l  to  do  what  I  t1iou»1it  n  neccs^taiy  service  by  the 
belief  tlint  he  eaoHOt  potsihi^  iiii»t»k(t  my  inolive  or  doubt  oilhcr 
toy  affrcCion  or  estetiii).  If  I  luive  tnalprtally  dimiuUhcii  IiU  friend* 
dliiji,  it  will  bu  a  Dew  spur  to  my  cynical  fculiugs,  which  iilrtady 
exoeod  iliose  of  tJiogcties. 

Since  tbfl  anctXM  of  the  f^icuiU  of  Mr.  PInckney  in  oar  State 
Le^ulatura.  it  liuii  been  ibuuglit  by  soiuc  Uiai,  if  your  policy  had 
been  pursued  uud  Afr.  Aiin.»Lq  renonnceil  uliHobiLely  by  Uie  Fodur- 
alistA,  it.  would  hare  beun  in  our  ji'iwvr  to  have  carried  FiuckiH-'y 
and  Kllnworth  ur  Jay.  I  am  not  of  this  opinion ;  but  I  tbitik  the 
issue  may  now  bo  sa  unfavorahlo  to  the  permiTieDt  intercut  of  the 
Federal  cuiuc  fu  it  woidd  liave  been  la  any  i£»uo  of  the  other 
course.  Unt  the  Inirh  ih  iociil  nausen  itupport  Mr.  Adams  here  too 
strongly ;  and  in  the  Middle  States,  where  be  oii^ht  to  have  Iwen 
fint  Qyea\y  oppoaeil.  the  KedenUisl*  were  too  weak  for  tlie  opera- 
tion. Li  PeniifiylTaJiia,  nothtng  would  have  bceo  hazarded,  bcoatifrd 
all  was  previimsly  lust;  but  iu  Delaware,  and  esjiedally  in  Jersey, 
th<j  attempt,  by  dividiii};  tb«  Feiler»-n»ts,  wiuild  have  defeated  tbew 
altogether.  I  do  not  tlierefore  see  how  the  thing  coidd  have  been 
well  managed  very  ditferently.  Your  reHignatiou  gives  great  pain 
to  the  few  persons  whom  I  have  made  acquainted  with  it,  and  will 
douhtlpss  excite  general  mieasiiiPM  among  the  sober  people  and 
those  who  liava  much  pr<>p<;rty. 

Aocwpl  my  unfeigned  regards.  G.  Cabot, 

I  haTC  sent  a  copy  of  Judge  'Washington's  paragraph  to  Rho^le 
Iidand,  and  shall  put  ibo  lotter  you  seal  into  thu  haudii  of  our 

elector. 

Cabot  to  Fahw.ton. 

BaoOKLt^ni.  Nov.  20,  IBOO. 
Mr  DEAn  Sm,  —  It  is  tt»o  lat«  to  iwe  ihe  letter  you  enclwed 

me  in  V<-rraont.  and  hern  it  i»  niinere-'is.ary. 

1  am  Nitislaed  the  vytes  In  this  State  and  New  Hampdiire  wUI 
be  all  for  Ailaiiis  and  Pinckney-  Yon  will  have  seen  with  some 
{doosure  that  our  Legislature  have  conduotod  in  the  manper  whieh 
was  predioted  by  our  frietid,  Mr.  Lowell,  Jr.'  To  his  efforts,  in- 
deed, mnch  of  die  success  may  1^  attrihutf-d. 

1  John  Lowell,  Jr.,  aou  of  Juiliiti  I^wvll  in(?ntion«d  atiove,  p.  IT(^.  He  was 
dlAtin^ishH  as  a  lawyer,  nntl  wa*  one  of  the  attl^'Jit  «f  tlir  politiral  wriirn 
of  his  day.  He  wu  iUr.  Cabot'a  ui-x>bcw,  and  a  warm  pcrwaal  frieoil  aa 
wolL 
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Snme  fenrs  are  pntf  rtainc«I  lest  the  eiertors  in  Rhnile  iKland, 
though  (iecitlecUy  Federal,  will  uwt  all  role  for  i*inckiii.'y.  To 
AToid  BQcb  a  miafartuiio,  AmM  hait  written  canieat  cxpoBnilution», 
irhivb  will  hv  c<jiiiititinimu.Hi  to  the  dcctur^  or  eoin«  of  ibe  iiiDu- 
ciiti;il  tmi's;  itrnl  Mr.  .Mn»y)j/  wlio  will  l*c  at  Provkleiice  fin  Mon- 
day, nirries  with  him  a  copy  of  a  letter  jii!>t  reccivefl  hy  me  from 
Jlr.  Wolcotu  fonwiiiin^  »  paragra|ih  from  .hnl>;w  Wafihiagtou, 
extremely  well  «UciiI:ited  to  induce  a  fair  and  equal  vole  lor 
Pinckner  in  Xpw  England. 

Admiiiiiig  that  your  (lieiids  are  "  dismayed  "  by  your  letter  con- 

ccniiiig   Mr.  Admntt,  tt  ia  Devtirtlii;k'<w  ixwsibli^  ym  may  be  rigb( 

in  puUlnhiiig  iL     I  am  of  opinion  ihuc  no  publication  of  ihe  kind 

would  liavo  been  veil  received  at  this  liiuu  in  any  part  of  iho 

I  TInited  States ;  and  this  opinion  ia  manifeatly  supjtorted  by  tba 

I  fact: — 

"  TniTlis  would  j-oa  ipaeh,  wr  fiivp  ■  iinkina  land. 
All   U'Hi,  uuiie  aiil  you,  awl  few  umli^aLiud." 

So  said  the  man  who  had  more  good  sense  tUaii  ootnimouly  IkUs  to 
the  lot  of  a  |Miet.' 

I  don't  tliiuk  the  cana  exactly  |>arallcl,  yet  I  cannot  omit  to 

romind  yim  of    "  Uurku'a    Kcfloclioiis,"  which    weru   reprobated 

^almoel.  iinivemally   when    they    t5i»t  appe-ired.     Kven   l\ui*f.  who 

rapprovod  ihe  senlimenta  thought  iJie  avowal  of  them  iinprudtiui 

'  sod  tlie  publication  of  them  untimely. 

I  wish  fiomc  one  who  ia  more  In  the  world  than  I  am,  and  who 
feeld.  if  pOHiiibiu.  ax  much  interett  in  every  thing  that  affvcte  you  as 
I  feel,  would  (urnixh  you  willi  currt^ot  infurm-ition  of  all  tho  opin- 
ions which  are  expresaod  by  aen^ibic  men,  and  enpecially  by  your 
friends. 

While  I  cannot  coiioeal  that  some  of  theoe  would  he  unplenMtnt 
tn  hear,  I  am  p«rHtuiihMl  that  moat  of  thpm  are  espHi'uble,  on  the 
principtee  of  bumnn  nature,  and  do  not  iu  the  BmulleHt  degree  incul- 
pate the  writer.  Men  ar(.<  euitily  made  angry  with  the  meftsenger 
of  ill  news,  and  they  who  lovi;  ihelr  viu4i  liistuii  with  grejil  impa- 
tieiice  tu  tlioae  who  tell  them  liiey  muHt  nu  lougvf  iiKJulge  it.  Some 
who  felt  ^eat  dislike  to  Mr.  AdiiniH  are  dii>»|i|K>itjled  that  you  havu 
treale<l  him  with  bo  mudi  moderaliun.  They  (ipe^ued  your  book 
with  the  expectutiou  of  seeiDg  Mr.  Adama  oouvioled  of  deeigui  to 

1  JotMltian  5Iitiinn,  of  Itoitnn,  spnaior  fmio  MaHacIiuavtts  11300-S,  and 
allcrwarila  member  of  CongrMa  from  1817-20. 
*  l^>pe,  tUaajr  on  Man. 
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Involre  the  country  in  war  witli  Or^ni  Rntain,  that  b«  mtf;1il  tliii* 
Becuro  U>  binut;lf  Uir  support  of  tluuc  nuiiiiiruuji  but  iniatiiken 
Iieople,  whose  uuimotiiL^  to  Bntuin  u  Ardent  aitd  iuvet«ntl«:  they 
expected  j*fni  woalil  describe  in  just  Sut  glowinj;  <xiIorg  litt  perni- 
cioos  jeulousT  of  Waaluugtou's  auperior  merits  aud  fame,  aod  the 
intolcrdiicu  uf  tuch  a  apirit  towaril  ull  tni^n  who  eujuv  n  great 
degree  of  public  uiitifidencu;  they  expucUMl  jrou  would  Imvo  suo- 
lyzed  him  so  effectually  aa  to  prove  thai  lie  is,  and  uiuit  be,  but 
liulc  ftttacbnd  to  thi>  siipjiort  of  public  credit  and  tho  rigbtit  of 
pruporty,  siuil  that  hin  iduas  rL-t.p<n:liMg  uuuuuuruu,  and  tlii;  use  it 
tniiy  tw  jmt  to  in  our  furt-igii  pulitim,  lire  umtk  nnitotiitd  lliao  evan 
Jefferson'^  or  jStorlison's:  in  a  n-cird,  that  war  with  Kn^lnnd. 
privatt;ering,  and  pajwr  money,  with  all  tlieir  bant^ful  appendages 
and  consequence*,  are  vicwL'd  by  him,  not  aa  evils  to  bo  dopifoaied, 
but  resuurciM  to  Ixi  priifei-n-d  to  ihiit  stable  coiiditiiin  aimed  ul  by 
the  Wuhluiifrton  ityMlimi,  which  he  hales,  atid  which  he  has  been 
conntniiniMl  by  cirrnmHtanfvd  to  support. 

Vet  thu  mcu  who  luokeU  for  ull  this  acI(nowI(M%e  it  would 
bare  been  highly  impolitic  atul  injudicious,  if  you  bA<l  ciceculed  it. 

There  ore  others,  but  they  si'e  sot  uumerouft.  who  ihink  you 
have  done  too  much  already  in  the  crimination  of  Mr.  Adaius. 

All  agree  that  the  execution  is  masterly,  bat  I  am  buuad  to  tfill 
you  that  you  are  accused  by  respectable  uiuu  of  egotism :  Hutl  souiu 
very  worthy  and  ijienttihle  men  say  you  have  eshihiled  the  same 
vanity  in  your  bonk  which  you  char^je  as  a  daiigurous  quality  aud 
great  weakuees  in  Mr.  Adainn. 

I  slioiikl  have  left  it  to  your  eneniiett  to  t«ll  you  of  the  censures 
of  your  friends,  if  I  was  not  peii<uitded  ttiat  you  ciuuiot  potisibly 
mistake  my  motives  or  doubt  of  the  uucerity  of  my  affedion  or 
tho  greatiiBse  of  my  esteum. 

Yours  faithfully,  Geosoe  Cabot. 
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Private  Life.— SociMT.  — BmbwM.— OccupadoM.  — PpUtlcal  Matten-  — 

Afteii  thft  dfin-nfiill  of  his  pnrty,  Afr.  Cabot  withdrew 
mnrft  completely  exen  thnn  before  from  the  fieW  of  politica. 
At  Dp  time  was  lie  a  good  correspondent ;  but^  after  the 
beginning  <fE  the  century,  hiH  indolent  habits  in  thin  respect 
became  more  confirmed,  and  his  letters  stendily  diminished 
m  number.  The  renlizntion  of  liis  melancholy  forebodings 
fUi  to  the  iMilitlcal  fate  of  the  enuntryf  and  the  di^^iiKt 
excited  by  the  intemHl  disHensions  and  consequent  nnn  of 
the  Federalist  party,  were  the  principal  caus«  of  the  in- 
ereiise  in  Mr.  Ciibyt'a  innate  aversion  to  publicity  and  to 
public  affairs.  Other  event*,  too.  of  a  more  private  chaiv 
Acter  contributed,  as  years  went  on,  to  the  same  result. 

Kin  life  at  IhiK  time.  lhou<;h  ijuiet  and  sechuled,  was  b<ith  a 
contenietl  and  hiippy  one.  Although  Fond  of  the  eonntry.  lie 
did  not  enjoy  the  drudgery  of  farming,  and  relieved  himself  of 
it  by  a  judicious  )pa»e  of  his  estate  to  a  tenant.  His  Imuse- 
hold  was  a  small  one.  and  its  affairs  were  regulated  with  a 
wise  simplicity  and  neceasan*  economy.  He  stilt  held  tht» 
office  of  I'l-esideut  of  the  Uonton  Hnmcli  of  the  United  States 
Hank,  and  thia  necessitated  occasional  visits  to  Boston  ;  bnt^ 
except  in  this  way^  he  saw  little  of  society.  HIh  old  |«rty 
friends  from  other  States  were  sometimes  in  Boston,  and 
then  he  bad  the  pleasure  of  entertaining  them  at  his  house. 
Now  and  again,  one  would  come  to  Bit>oklin«  for  several 
daya;  but  the  only  pemon  whom*Mr.  Cubot  saw  regularly 
or  frvquently  was  Fisher  Ames,  with  whom  he  constantly 
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interchanged  visits,  and  wUoee  society  was  always  one  of 
Lis  cliiefest  and  iiumt  valued  pleauuix-s.  But  Mr.  Cabot's 
principal  resntirces  wcro  found  in  his  library.  Books  were 
to  Iiim  unfailing  and  ever  welennie  friends,  and  from  them 
he  derivt>d  hL  thiH  time  liis  greAtent  eatUfantinn.  A  life  o[ 
such  ]>erfect  retirement  and  leisure  suited  well  with  his 
disposition.  Hia  natural  indolence^  his  lUsinclination  to 
mix  much  with  other  men,  his  dtHlike  of  the  jiirrings  of  the 
outer  world,  his  studious  tastes  and  reflective  temperanient 
were  all  {^mLified  by  »  rendition  which  he  himself  terms 
that  (jf  "  ft  complete  retdusH."  But  mjin  livBS  not  to  him- 
self alone^  and  domestic  duties  required  a  chunge  in  his 
mode  of  life,  which  put  an  end  to  this  secluded  and  peace- 
ful existence.  In  the^  days  of  rapid  transit,  the  di:jta.nce 
of  live  miles  from  a  large  city  seems  trilling  in  the  extreme, 
and  it  u  dillicutt  to  couceive  that  at  the  be^iauing  of 
the  century  residence  in  lirookline  not  only  meant  entire 
acclusioii,  hut  also  involved  sepamtiou  from  those  members 
of  the  family  who  were  comjielled  to  live  in  Hoston.  Mr. 
CfiWs  eldest  son,  Charles,  had,  like  his  father,  entered 
upon  the  career  of  a  sea  captain  and  merchant;  and  lon|i; 
Toyages  to  the  E^ist  Indies  permitted  but  rare  and  distant 
Tisits  to  his  home.  This  separation  from  their  eldest  son 
caus«<l  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cabot  to  cling  even  more  clueely  to 
their  other  children.  Henry,  the  second,  and  Edward,  the 
third  son,  were  respectively  at  this  time  in  a  law  office 
and  conn  ting-house  in  Rnaton  ;  and  bo  long  as  their  father  re- 
mained ill  Brookline.  therefore,  they  were  un.ible  to  he  with 
liim  except  on  Sumlay.  To  this  almost  constant  separation 
Air.  Cabot  was  most  unwilling  to  submit;  and  lie  did  not, 
moreover,  think  it  right  that  his  only  daughter,  then  just 
entering  upon  womanhnnd,  shnuld  for  six  months  in  the 
year  be  entirely  cut  off  from  all  society.  From  theao 
motives,  though  with  great  reluctance,  he  sold  his  farm  in 
Brookline.  and  eai'ly  in  the  year  1808  removed  to  Boston, 
wliere  he  passed  the  rest  of  hia   life.     At  this  time,  nli»i 
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the  firm  of  Lee  &  Calwt,  formed  in  the  enrly  (lays  at 
Beverly,  bnt  ■wliioh  had  long  siuce  ceased  to  rarry  on 
any  active  business,  was  finally  dissolved.  Tlie  year  of  his 
rcniovul  to  Boston  closed  sadly  for  Mr.  Cjibot,  darkeiied  by 
sorrow  for  the  duatli  of  bis  youngest  son,  Edwui-d;  and,  be- 
fore six  months  more  had  elupeeil.  lie  was  called  apon  to  bear 
fl  large  private  share  in  the  profound  public  grief  excited 
by  the  tragic  and  untimely  death  of  lI»milton.  Not  only 
did  this  event  cause  the  keenest  sorrow  to  Mr.  Cabot  as  the 
loss  of  an  intimate  and  valued  pergonal  friend  to  whom  he 
was  warmly  attached,  but  It  removed  the  Uutt  hope  whicU 
he  had  ventured  to  cherish  fur  his  party  and  its  future 
BuccesH.  Under  the  griidancr  of  Hamilton,  in  changed  cir- 
cumstances and  as  the  advocates  of  a  new  policy,  tlie  Fed* 
ernlists  might  have  again  succeeded  to  power,  or  ut  least 
iniglit  have  remained  a  powerful  and  dreaded  opposition. 
But  the  loss  of  their  great  leader  was  irreparabh'.Hiid  no  one 
was  left  in  the  smallest  degree  capable  of  wisely  directing 
the  party,  and  at  the  same  time  maintaining  a  strong  ascend- 
ancy over  its  members.  Hamilton,  at  his  death,  left  his 
family  in  vory  straitene<l  ciiTumntjinreH;  and  Mr.  Cabot 
devoted  himself  at  once  to  relieve  them  and  anieliorato  their 
condition.  Several  yeara  befor**,  Tolnnel  Pickt^ring,  on  his 
dismissal  from  office,  had  resolved  to  go  ag:iiii  into  the 
wildeniestt,  and  oupjKirt  himself  and  his  family  hy  cultivat- 
ing the  lands  which  lie  there  po&fteased,  TImh  scheme 
alarmed  his  frietHls;  and,  as  Colnnel  I'ickenng  would  receive 
no  direct  assistance,  they  raised  sufficient  money  to  buy 
his  wild  lands  at  a  generous  price,  and  thus  eimbled  him  to 
live  in  Massachusetts,  and  to  enter  once  more  into  public 
life.  Mr.  Cabot  was  a  large  subscriber  to  the  fund  for  the 
purchase  of  Colonel  Pickering's  land,  and  was  one  of  those 
most  interested  and  most  active  in  the  whole  affair.  He  and 
his  associates,  however,  were  none  of  them  men  who  could 
do  any  thing  with  the  territorj'  tliey  had  bought,  and  indeed 
it   Bccms  noTer  to  have  occurred   to  tliein  that  the    land 
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was  any  thin^  more  tlion  an  cxmiae  to  weare  a  ronip«tiin< 
to  CoIoobI  Pickering.  Tlmt  tliey  r^;a*de<l  thetr  pure! 
solely  as  a  gift,  as  a  moans  of  rctjuning  their  friend  amongaltl 
tliem,  and  as  »  tribute  winch  that  friend  eminently  de- 
served, is  evident  from  the  fashion  in  which  the  subscriWra 
neglected  their  newly  acquired  projrurty.  No  attempt  vnis 
made  to  improve,  set  off.  or  sell  the  lands  j  nor  were  tho 
final  deeds  even  paAted  bi-tween  the  associatcii  and  Ctilonel 
Pickering.'  But  now  the  death  of  Hamilton,  and  the  pres^ 
ing  uei*d8  of  his  family,  snggest^d  a  use  to  which  this 
extensive  property  might  he  applied.  The  ensuing  corre- 
spondence^ explaitiii  itself,  and  the  kindness  to  which  it 
bears  witness,  connected  as  it  is  ivith  a  previous  act  of  like 
generosity,  reflects  credit  and  honor  ui>nn  all  concerned, 
while  at  the  same  time  it  illustrates  the  fidelity  and  practical 
value  of  undemonstrative  New  Enghmd  friundt>hip. 


\^Suh$rr!ptton  for  the  Tinttjil  af  Cieneral  Tfnmikon'n  FainCfj/.^ 

Having  in  remembrance  the  exalted  worth  and  pre-emiaent  iter- 
vices  nf  the  late  General  Ilamiimn,  —  liio  «\traordin»rr  and  truly 
patriotic  excrtiotiH,  which  cotiLrihutcd  no  miirh  to  »tve  our  country 
from  Ilie  grwitenl  impi'ndiirg  cjihimitifs ;  tus  able.  di^iiitere«te*l, 
and  sue<;c!uful  efforts  to  inciikiite  the  wisdom,  jii»licu.  aiitl  advna- 
Inge  at  nil  i\i\mi3  aiaxinis  of  jurisprudcucc  which  render  «u(Tcd  ihu 
ri;i;lilii  of  prfi]iprty  antl  wliirh  are  inHe)iiimb)e  from  true  liberty, 
and  flHpecially  rernllivting  that  the  devotion  nt  his  time  and  taWiu 
to  thew  public  intprecte  lius  operated  to  deprive  hi*  family  of  a 
common  Bhure  of  ibo»c  pecuniary  iulvantag«.-s  which  hU  labors,  if 
applii»d  to  ihem,  would  have  ca^iily  made  abundant:   no,  itiore- 

■  LIT*  of  Pickering.  IV.  29. 8fi-IL 

■  Tbrtc  tliHUim-MlB  hate  hUvuiW  1h'«^i  parlinllj  printt^  in  Mr.  Uphani'l 
Ufe  of  Piirkfrin^ :  hut  from  Mr.  Cnhot't  connection  with  lh«  aflblr,  aa  well 
It*  from  tlie  nuture  at  Die  irnniHctton  anil  the  lltrl't  It  thmwB  on  the  •llK'er* 
DLtiiL-haii-nl  tv\\  hy  iliv  k-ndiTiii  >\'tlL-r*lii>tf  for  lUmiliun,  I  lia*«  oo  bndia* 
lion  in  giving  them  agnin,  and  trithouc  ibbrei'liiiWD. 


t] 


PROVBIOS  FOR  HAMILTON  S  rXitTLT. 


805 


fore,  wh»8«  iiAiiies  ar«  siilwcribetl,  to  testify-  in  sonits  <lu'gre«  o«r 
eenfte  of  departed  excellence,  aini  onr  gratitude  for  benettM  con- 
ferred on  our  country,  do  engtipe  that  we  will  pay  liilo  [lie  hands 
of  the  Honorable  Ucorge  Cabot,  Thontaa  IJaviii,  and  Theodore 
Lyman,  Kaqs..  the  sunu  of  moiivy  set  uf^inst  our  rotpiHMiro 
iiiiiiies,  to  b«  hy  tlii^-iu  applivtl  lo  the  beoetit  of  the  childr«u  or 
familv  of  General  Hamilton  in  any  manner  thej  »hall  judge  proper. 
Awl  wh«rm«  we  whose  name.'*  follow  are  jii-oprietors  of  certain 
parcels  of  land  in  I'etiiiftylvniiia,  which  we  |iurcluue<l  in  1)^01  of 
Timothy  Pickering,  Ksq..  in  shares  of  SlOO  each,  which  laads  are 
not  TUt  divided  or  formally  miivcyt-d.  wu  du  liL-roby  aulhurixc  and 
re<|uc»t  llie  «aid  Tinmlhy  I'irkering,  Kw).,  lo  cmuv^-v  by  a  quit- 
claim deed  ui  xwh  pflrnon  or  persons  oa  aball  lie  named  to  him  for 
tluLt  purpoMi,  by  the  afor«-m«ution«d  George  Cabot,  Thomas  Davii, 
and  Thi'odore  Lyman,  £b(|!i.,  or  any  two  of  ibvm,  so  many  of  our 
diares  in  Miid  Uinda  aa  we  have  wi  uguinsi  our  ruBpcctivo  names.* 

Some  time  after  this  scheme  had  been  set  on  foot,  Mr. 
Kiiig  arrived  from  New  York.  Hml,  nnxious  to  ongnge  the 
Xew  Knglaiul  Fetlemlist.s  in  tlio.  plan  mloptod  by  the  New 
York  frii^nds  of  IJamilton,  addressed  the  following  letter  to 
Mr.  Cabot:  — 

Krita  TO  Cabot. 

Waltrav,  Oct.  10,  ISM. 
Dkar  Sir,  —  According  to  a  schedule  of  Genera)  llamilton's 
estate,  drawn  vp  by  himself  a  few  djiys  before  hi«  deiith,  tl  appears 
tluit  bb  property  eonsisCB  altogether  of  new  lands  oiluate  in  tlio 
wastern  ]>art  of  New  York,  and  of  a  liouoo  nine  niitf-H  from  Ibe 
city.  The  Hpw  lands  cont  fifty-five  tliounand  dollars,  and  the  conn- 
try  hout«e  and  grotindft  about  twenty-Hve  ihousamL  The  Geuend's 
debit  amount  to  lifty-fivi>  thousand  dollam;  anrl,  oa  the  fSitiLtC!  U 
unproductive  and  the  d«htA  \w»r  an  tnt<;n>st,  it  is  the  opmion  of 
judicious  persons  that,  with  Uie  inoH  priwlent  nmnngvraunt,  the 
ettate  will  be  but  Imri^iy  nnflicieitt  to  pay  the  debt«.  Mnt.  I[)imil- 
toQ  is  a  daughter  of  Getieriil  Schuyler,  who  has  a  family  of  eight 
or  Qtuo  children.     The  General  is  supposed  lo  have  a  good  real 

>  Tlira  fnllows  a  li«t  uf  all  tli«  luliMTilierB,  with  one  eictption.  lo  the 
Pickering  Inml  fi>r  ilii*  aniniuvta  Hrverally  lutwcrlbud  tit  L&Ol.  This  List  Is 
given  In  the  Llf«  uf  I'tvkvritig,  IV.  28. 
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■'fKlte,  but  not  muoh  iKTsonal  property;  «a  that  tittle  expcclntion 
CBB  bit  uulvrluiiifil  uf  say  ix>ti)^iiloralfte  smiiuiit  rroiu  tliis  qiinrusr, 
tilWr  fur  the  mainteiinuce  of  Ge iiprtU  llamillon'ii  family,  or  for  lliQ 
ediK^ation  nnil  adrnniwrnent  of  hta  childmti.  Tit  the  sorrow  that 
every  virtuous  miud  baa  fvit  fur  tli«  dvatb  uf  tjii«  di»lingubl)«(I 
patriot,  it  is  painful  Co  ndd  the  retlectioa  tliat  hi*  young  aad  help- 
k'EM  fnmily  nm^t  ileficmi  for  thoir  tuiiport,  not  upon  the  earoiiigs 
of  thvir  fuclicr,  for  he  Ken'eil  the  public,  but  upou  the  coiitributions 
of  a  f€W  indiviiliialA  who  ailmirrd  his  tiiieqaallcd  worth.  The  sub- 
ficriplioQ  fiir  this  purpoeu  ikt  Isciv  Vtirk  aiuuituk-d  to  upwards  of 
liiiiL-t('*.-ii  thnii»aii<[  iIoltHrx  when  I  itii^t  bi'iinl  fi'om  riit>iire  (whtrh 
was  before  my  journey  lo  tlie  eastward),  and  it  was  expected  that 
a  considerable  additiQ>a  would  be  made  to  thiB  ituin. 
With  tht'  most  affoctionfttc  re^rd,  I  rth,  dear  sir, 

Your  faiihlal  and  obe<Ueni  lorvant.     Burns  Kino. 


TRrsTEu'  Lkttbe  to  Colonel  Picksscio. 

BocTOgr,  Xov.  16,  ISM. 

Sittf  —  Tho  ilosigu  whieli  was  formed  to  ti-anafur  to  tbo  hoin 
of  General  Hamilton  the  I:ind4  pnri^haHed  of  you  in  1K01  i«  now 
aocomplished,  m  far  as  depended  on  the  aeta  of  (Imne  piirchaiiera. 
By  the  enclosed  papflm.  it  will  appear  ituil  the  achial  coiivevaiice 
of  the  land,  either  to  the  executors  of  General  HaiuUloo's  will,  or 
to  any  other  persons,  as  well  m  the  time  and  mjuiuer  of  making 
■uch  ccinvcyAncc.  remaina  to  he  definitively  regulated  and  arranged 
by  and  bctwuca  those  geMilemeu  and  you.  H'heiievcr  Uiis  it,  com- 
pleted, we  ahull  cancel  und  deliver  to  yuii  the  written  covenants  you 
cnleretl  into,  which  are  now  in  our  poaspssion. 

It  is  understood  that  you  have  paid  for  taxes,  surveying,  &a^ 
ono  or  two  biiiulreil  dollarf,  which  ought  to  be  reiuihunii-d  with* 
out  delay.  We  winh,  iherefore,  you  would  be  so  good  as  lo  infunu 
us  of  the  amount,  that  we  may  immediately  provide  for  its  db- 
cliarf^. 

WitJt  the  highest  reepocl  and  esteem,  we  are,  dear  sir, 

Your  assured  friends  and  servants, 

Gko.  Cabot. 
Thou.  Vxvu. 
Tbwo.  LnuH. 
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TKt;sTE£s  TO  EXP.CITTOR0  OP  Hauilton'h  Will. 

Hosto!!.  Nov.  2fl,  IHfU. 

Gr.NTi.EWEN,  —  Wh  etirlfise  ytm  u  wipy  nf  an  ori^iiiU  papvr 
wliicli  U  committed  to  us  by  the  p»-iitl«rmwi  who««  itigiialures  il 
bpant.  Itx  nbjertt  an  well  a*  motives  am  xuffirifiuly  exjtiniiicd; 
but  in  relation  to  what  yet  ri>iQ(Uiis  to  bo  done,  to  fulfil  the  [>re* 
ciae  inteutions  of  llw  sHlmcribcre,  it  may  hv  proper  to  observe: 
1st.  th«t  the  puTT-hnser*  of  the  PennKylvnnin  1nijd«  having  in  viuw 
the  ftccommodutiou  of  Cotooel  Pickering  aior«  than  any  pecuniary 
ailvantajTp  to  iboms rives,  ti  ta  to  b(^  considt-rcd  as  n  oomlition  of  the 
[irvtt'iit  tniusfvr.  tlut  Li>>  iiiti.-rvsL  and  cunvviiivutt;  bhould  he  con- 
flu1(e<)  in  tlic  future  dii>|iaHaI  of  Ihp  [>ropi>rty  no  tt-tot  tliati  thttt  of 
tlifl  new  proprietors ;  2<l,  Coloni;!  I'i<-k<<riiij>  retjuiie<d  for  himself 
eigbtVM'ijiht  sLarvB,  which  U  9ouii.-lItiuj|;  more  than  a  fuurlh  part  ot 
the  whrtle  property,  and  it  wtL^  expected  he  wonhl  ftuperinleod  it 
altogether;  acoaitiiiigly  he  ulonc  has  paid  to  it  the  atientioi)  it  hae 
nceived,  and  for  this  care  hu  would  at  Kime  suhaequent  period 
hfiVti  lH>>eii  compi^uMilcd,  hy  a  commiHeioii  on  the  muleti  or  kouio 
oth«r  equivalt^nt  emnlunifliit;  ami.  hu^tly,  it  may  \i*^  r^inatkcil  thai 
the  cnnveyaiicc  nf  iht  \aiuU  liy  ('oloind  I'iirkmn^  in  la  hu  m  lU'P^a 
of  ([tiilclaim  ouly,  and  uot  with  wnrruiitit-a.  This  pnivihiuii  has 
not  prrn-eeilwi  from  any  dixtnwt  of  llie  titles  hy  which  Colonel 
Pickering  hnldf>.  hnt  from  the  originAl  diitermination  of  the  eub< 
scriliers  to  liberate  an  e»tiniahl**  frieml  from  all  responsibility  for 
title,  if  fWitn  any  canse  it  should  in  whole  or  in  part  he  cvw  found 
dtifvetive.  Theite  ob«)ervaliou»  we  have  deemed  e»*en[ial  to  a  just 
underHlandiiig  nf  the  riews  of  lhos»  whom  we  have  the  hoiii>r  to 
represeul:  but,  for  whatever  may  afisiitl  you  in  judging  nf  tln^  value 
of  the  pnjixTty  or  iu  projwr  iiiiuia|;eiuent  in  fuliim,  we  must  refer 
yoa  lo  Colonel  Pirkc^rinp,  who  we  arc  lUMtirt'd  will  readily  im- 
part to  you  all  the  itifurmution  he  poweaMa,  As  we  are  iutrustod 
with  the  uominnlion  of  the  ptT^ons  to  whom  the  pro]}erty  shall  1>e 
conveyed,  we  cannot  hesitate  to  name  the  executors  of  (iciienil 
liamilton'*  will,  leavinj^  It  with  tlid^m  to  uame  otherit,  if  lliey  think 
it  expedient^  and  alM  to  arrange  with  Colonal  Pickering  the  time 
Mid  cireuuiEtaueeit  of  making  the  couvcyiuice. 

Kvery  oocurretice  that  forticn  the  mind  baok  to  the  epo/^h  of  Gen- 
eral Hamilton's  death  revives  the  must  poignant  aorniw.  'Die 
deep-felt  grief  of  wise  and  good  muu  cTurywhure  testittes  their 
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Mue  of  ftB  bn^>flnble  lois  to  the  puTiHc.  wliile  die  xlmng  Rvmjia- 
thies  wbieh  are  awakenod  for  Uiusc  who  were  by  oatiiru  aaaclif-d 
to  him  are  &  jiiet  tribute  to  tuH  jiruvate  ririuei*.     If  it  tvt^re  possible 
to  uxprcM  Dur  own  rcj^ri'ls,  tliey  w<m)<l  b)k>w  how  dear  he  wu  to , 
us.  We  lire,  gcnllemi'u,  with  tlit*  grvatvet  n.-e{j(ict, 

Your  mo»t  humble  serrantft, 

Gboros  Cabot. 

Tbos.  Davw. 

Thro.  Lyman. 

Jamt  B.  CHCTKca,  NicaoLxa  Fish,  l^ArnAiitKL  Prkduttoh,  Etq*..  Ex«ca* 
tun  of  thp  Uat  niU  aad  ti.-Btatn>iit  ot  AlcxantUfT  Ilainitton  (duovKatsl). 


£xECUTOR8   TO   TltCSTeES. 

Nkw  Yosk,  Not.  80, 18M. 
Grktlrmen. —  We  rcceiveil  the  letter  you  did  ua  the  honor  to 

write,  of  the  2(Ith  iiitit.,  with  a  co))y  of  u  tWenl  uuthorizing  o  roii- 
vftfAnr**  of  ccrtnin  vnhiahte  Unds  to  enisteea,  for  ihe  lipiietit  of  the 
heirs  of  (JenemI  IlEHriilluQ,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  ^'oa  to 
CVilonnI  Pickering,  m  to  tht  mannf-r  of  effecting  it, 

Thb  net  of  miiiiitleciice  towards  the  family  of  a  man  m  dear 
to  hif  country  and  his  friend^  fram  |ien>ons  of  such  welKkaoira< 
worth  ns  those  whom  you  rppre-ient,  will  be  reffarded  lu  a  testi-i 
nioiiy  oijually  utrong  and  btitiomblB  uf  hh  merit ;  and  their  lilwraliiy 
and  the  manner  of  it  are  no  le«H  delioate  than  thu  motives  are  noble 
and  disinterested. 

We  r^neive  with  the  ^reiitest  renpect  tlie  lienor  you  have  dona 
n»  penwiially,  hy  itamiii^  iia  lliP  triiittet-s  of  your  benefaction. 
KaTiiig  been  long  uiid  closely  united  with  Genenil  IIiLiiiition  hy 
the  tiea  of  »n  intimulo  friendfcliii),  and  feeling  it  u>  be  no  le»«  our 
duty  tJian  our  wiiih  to  render  to  hin  family  any  iiervin>s  (hat  may 
l>e  iti  onr  jiower,  we  eannot  decline  any  trouble  a  trust  created  for 
ito  interesting  a  \n\r\tOiti  may  giro  us.  We  therefore  aoeept  it, 
and  we  hope  we  need  not  aitd  our  lusunuioe  that  it  aboU  be  per* 
formeil  with  lldeliCy. 

Wo  lake  the  liberty  to  sngjpest  that  in  any  deed  that  may  be 
eiernieil  by  Colonel  Pirtkerin^.  for  the  lAnds  in  qnestiun,  pursuant 
lo  your  directioTift,  our  winh  is  thnt  the  precise  objects  of  the  4ru»C 
may  bo  designated,  and  that  the  powers  iutended  to  be  given  to 
the  trustees  for  the  dispuHitiou  or  improvement  of  the  fond  may  ba 
as  dclinite  ai  tlie  nature  of  the  itulijoct  will  permit. 
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We  have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemea,  witli  esteem  and  considera- 
tion, your  obedient,  humble  serranta, 

J.  B.  Chdrch. 
Nicholas  Fish. 
Nathakixl  Fekdleton. 

Bon.  Georoe  Cabot,  Tqoxab  Datib,  Tbxodobe  Likak. 


Tbustees  to  Execotors. 

Boston,  1st  JKnuary,  1805. 

Gentleuex,  —  We  were  honored  with  your  letter  of  29th 
November,  which  we  ought  to  have  acknowledged  before  this  late 
day. 

The  gentlemea  whom  we  represent  desire  that  their  contribu- 
tioHB  may  be  as  subservient  aa  possible  to  the  use  and  convenience 
of  Gieneral  Hamilton's  children  and  family.  With  a  view  to  this, 
it  was  proposed  to  convey  the  property  to  the  trustees,  free  from 
all  conditions  which  might  embarrass  its  disposal  or  the  application 
of  it«  proceeds,  if  it  should  be  sold.  But,  if  a  more  definite  appro- 
priation is  thought  necessary,  we  request  that  the  conveyance  may 
be  to  John  B.  Church,  Nicholas  Fish,  and  Nathaniel  Pendleton, 
the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  of  the  survivor, 
upon  this  special  trust  and  confidence :  to  sell  the  same  or  any  part 
thereof,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  thereof  to  the  use  of  the  chil- 
dren of  General  Hamilton,  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  trustees, 
the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  of  the  survivor; 
but,  until  such  sale  shall  be  so  made,  the  lands  to  be  holdeu  for  the 
use  of  General  Hamilton's  children  as  joint-tenants  in  fee-simple, 
provided  that  Colonel  Pickering  may  sell  and  dispose  of  the  same 
lands,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  the  direction  and  request  of  the  said 
trustees,  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  or  the  heirs  of  the  sur- 
vivor, instead  of  the  conveyance  first  aforesaid,  and  pay  over  the 
proceeds  of  such  sale,  by  him  so  made,  to  the  said  trustees,  the 
survivors  or  survivor  of  them,  or  the  heirs  of  the  survivor,  &c.,  to 
be  received  upon  the  same  trusts  as  the  moneys  which  may  be 
received  by  the  said  trustees  upon  sales  by  them  made,  if  any  are 
above  directed. 

If  this  form  of  words  should  be  thought  either  inconvenient  or 
inadequate,  we  shall  be  ready  to  adopt  any  other  more  eligible, 
which  you  shall  have  the  goodness  to  recommend.     And  we  take 
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iJio  lilM>rly  of  sd^esttng  to  vou  the  ex|n?ilieiicy  o(  seeing  Colonel 
Pk-kt^riii:;  »s  he  pawes  thruit^li  your  viiy,  on  hU  rttturti  from 
Wafiihiii;i^nii,  ihnt  the  biuineu  may  be  detinitively  tannged  as  far 
as  is  practicable. 

Wfi  arc,  gentlemen,  with  tho  highest  respect,  your  niofit  olte^ient 

G.  Cabot, 
T.  Davis. 
T.  Lthaw. 

Tq    JoUN    S.    CuDIICH,    NiCUOLXS  FiIB,  KaTIU5ISL  PlXULETOK,  Esq-, 

New  York- 


Tbe  tranquillity  of  Mr.  Cabot's  life  was  but  little  i]li»- 
turbei!  by  [lolitical  events  during  the  years  covered  by  tlio 
letters  ill  this  chapter;  and  Inn  purticiiKitinn  in  alTnirs  of 
public  interest  was,  with  searecly  an  exception,  liniiled  to 
the  letters  and  convenutionti  on  iK)1itical  toptea,  in  vhich 
every  rofleetiJig  man  was  at  that  pt-ritKi  wont  to  indulge. 
The  litter  defeat  of  tlm  Federalists,  nltliougli  anlict^ttt<U, 
still  caused  deep  regret  to  Mr.  Cabot,  because  it  ap])Cdtrcd  to 
preelndo  tlm  possibility  of  the  strong  constitutional  govem- 
nieiit  lie  had  hoped  to  see  e^tablishetl.  Yet  he  it^rded 
this  change  as  th>e  inevitable  result  of  natuml  causes,  at 
ivhiL'h  it  was  useless  to  repine.  lie  had  no  symiiatby  with 
the  intrigues  by  wliich  lus  party  in  Washington  sought  to 
gratify  their  hatred  of  JelTerson,  by  the  elevation  of  IJuit  ;  ^ 

1  Mr,  Itnuilall  says  In  hU  Life  <a  Jetfennn  (IT.  MS),  "Cahot  had  itFevj. 
Muly  writii-n  lo  Hiirniltoii.  favurips  ill*  iJcn  oi  pn-fi-rring  Burr."  Thia 
UtWli'fO  Mr.  ItaiHlnll  itu|>p(.iri8  t>y  n^fpri'tic'?  W  &  k-ttvr  from  Ilsuillian  tu 
WtJi-nil  (lUniilUm-  W.irlw,  VI.  487),  Tlie  flrtt  paniK™!*!!  "f  <'"•  'rttw 
rcfcrit-rl  lu  ri-Ait»  ■■  follow*:  "  Your  tft*l  UtUT,  my  d<-Ar  •ir.  Itna  giivu  me 
grcJil  pnin :  not  only  bernusc  It  informotl  tne  that  the  opinion  in  f&vAr  of 
Mr.  Itiirr  «»»  iucri^tii^ii);  aiixitiK  Hw-  Fmli-rali^iti,  bui  because  It  ilxn  told  ina 
Ihni  Mr.  ■  tvu  one  of  its  piirti««ns.     I  liav?  a  letter  fraiD  ihU  geDlJe- 

Dian.  ill  xlik'h  he  exprt«avi<ioci«lMlly  (tin  pref^rpntv  fur  Mr.  Jt-fferton  "  The 
n-ot  of  till-  li'ltiT  froiu  vrhic-li  this  ii  quahlvi]  n-(rn>  luliOy  to  Biirr'*  rfaantctvr. 
I  tiMil^  nn  ApplicAlion  to  tht  sintc  ili^ArtinMil  in  WnihingloD  for  *  mpy  of 
tliU  Ictirr.  ilml  I  [uiitlil  dtiermine  whetlier  Mr.  Cnlxit'ii  ntntc  w&«  tltr  one 
wliiL'li  lllk'il  till?  binrilc  in  lliv  priiilud  fontt.  A  v>}\>y  vt  lliv  luttvr  was  nd'uard 
niv,  wiiiiont  any  rMiioa  being  stated;  but  Mr.  liuntvr,  the  wcoud  a»»btaut 
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bat  at  the  same  time  Mr.  Cubot.  like  most  of  his  political 
aseociatea,  Bftrioualy  mismidorstood  Jefforaon'a  chanictcr, 
and  Mtti'iliiited  to  him  a  reckless  determirtulion  to  carry 
out  in  practice  nil  that  he  believed  as  theory.  In  one  of 
hi9  lettei-<i,  iiideetl,  he  speaks  of  I^[r.  JefTorson  as  confi<>i<- 
vative  iu  tciii|>erameiit,  but  thia  U  «vicleutly  an  exprea* 
Eiion  caused  by  deference  to  the  opinion  of  others ;  for  the 
profound  distrust  and  dislike  with  whicli  he  nmlly  rej^rded 
the  new  President  are  very  apparent  thronghout  his  corre- 
spondence. Mr.  Cabot,  however,  found  soiue  ground  for 
consQliition  and  hope  iu  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Madiwn 
and  Mr.  Gallatin,  m'Iioiu  Ih:  uoiiKidercd  reasonable,  intcdll- 
S«nt,  and  conservative  men.  according  to  their  kind,  and 
opposed  to  the  most  visionary  and  mischievous  theories  of 
their  chief.  In  i-egaitl  to  the  future  course  of  his  own 
party,  Sir.  Cabot's  views  were  at  tirst  quite  different  froui 
those  adopted  and  acted  upon  by  tlie  otliciuL  leaders.  Be- 
Uevinf*  that  the  principles  of  pure  democracy  had  com- 
pletely triumphed,  he  thought  that  the  utmost  now  to  be 
expected  was  to  modify  and  soften  the  effects  of  those  prin- 
ciples, and  he  perceived  but  oue  «'ay  in  which  this  could 
be  brought  about :  as  he  constantly  says  in  bis  letters, 
"Tilings  nuuit  grow  worse  before  they  are  iMittcr."  Ha 
felt  that  the  Deinoeratic  doctrines  were  sure  to  be  speedily 
pushed  to  dflngt>rou«  extremes,  that  by  the  ineritable  reac- 
tion which  would  then  ensue  divinions  would  arise  among 
the  Jacobins,  that  a  conservative  force  would  be  generated 

St-frrrtary  of  Sl«t<».  in  conrcyinir  thl«  n>fi»«l,  aaW,  —  "  Vmi  may,  tiowerer, 
be  infomivH  Ihai  Hid  itain^^  of  Lieoriftf  Cnl>i>t  u  noi  ilic  one  tlial,  in  tlw  copy 
oX  UwuUioq'*  IvHvT  lii-rv,  All*  ila-  blaak  la  ilic  priuicd  copy."  It  ihiTrfrinj 
ftppCJin  lltMt  Mr.  ]{ft9iiJii1l  Rlli'il  Uiiii  1)Ujik  by  tiJiijcL-tiin*,  niii!  tht^n  [uiill>1cU 
on  it  «□  accUMtlion  niiiiliot  Mr-  f 'sl"iL  Nnr  wa»  lhi«  hH  :  in  tin'  luiiiu-  *«U 
ume  ftf  Ilnmiltiiii'*  Wurk»  (p.  4i4)  i»  ■  li-ttt-r  (txim  Mr.  U*bol  {plvwi  above, 
p.  2*4),  in  which  Iir  »pc«kB  of  Ihc  upiniom  of  (omr  FeilcralwH  Iftrorablf  in 
Burr,  but  atlik  ihut  he  a  doc  a  man  wlio  can  be  tnuu'it  Mr.  ItaniJiiIl  liu 
tlienfvrv  nut  only  timiJi-  liin  a«<;i»ntiiin  on  llio  auilmrity  of  a  loittr  In  wlilrli 
Idr.  Cnbol'R  nnme  vtbs  ntii  i-vcn  rorntinnpil.  tnit  iw  <liil  ihix  in  thv  fna-  ol  Mr. 
Calxtt'i  own  adrvnw  opiiiitiD  |iriiilril  iu  (he  tune  voiiime. 
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in  tlieir  ranks,  and  tliat  the  moderata  men  would  part  com- 
piiity  with  the  violent  jiartisaiis.  To  unite  .it  the  moment  of 
this  division  with  the  more  uousenaiive  amoii|^  theic  present 
opponents  seemed  to  Mr.  Cabot  to  offer  to  the  Federalists 
the  only  pn^uible  climici'  for  future  eucceati.  Hut,  in  order  to 
take  such  nn  adronta^  of  the  enemies'  dissensions,  he  felt 
that  the  Federalists  ought  to  concentrate  and  consolidate 
their  fcrccis  and  priivent  at  all  hazards  any  further  feuds 
'U'itliin  tlie  party;  that  they  ought  t^o  refrain  frani  uniiieoii- 
vreil  attacks,  and  above  all  timt  they  ought  to  beware  of 
cultivating  deep  and  bitter  niiimosities  with  tho  men  who 
might  one  day  l»  their  allies.  It  is  e«sy  now  to  point  out 
the  wrong  premise  on  whiob  this  reasoning  was  based. 
Jefferson  was  the  last  man  to  run  into  any  thinj:  so  uni>op- 
ular  as  the  vices  of  the  Frenidi  proletariat.  Hut  though 
Mr.  Cabot  misjudged  Jeffei-son,  in  supposing  him  bold  and 
TBckle^s,  and  cajwhle  of  pvf'cipitating  a  ruinous  divinion  in 
liis  party,  yet  a  split  w»s  sure  to  come  sooner  or  hiter ; 
and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  such  a  diviaon  between 
the  modenite  and  extreme  Dcinoemts  was  the  only  way  in 
which  the  Federalists  could  obtain  the  very  limit^l  measure 
of  success  henceforth  possible  to  them.  They  could  never 
have  returned  to  the  power  they  held  in  the  days  of  Wash- 
ington and  Adams ;  but  they  might  have  shared  the  admin- 
istration with  conservative  DemocratH,  and  modiiied  the  evils 
which  Jefferson,  now  lending  niul  now  pushed  by  his  extivme 
partisans,  brought  upon  thf  enuiitn,-.  In  any  event,  however, 
the  firm,  teuipemtc,  and  dignitie<l  jiolicy  which,  after  their 
defeat,  Mr.  C'ubut  wished  his  lurty  to  adopt,  would  faave 
been  by  far  the  best  and  wisest,  rufortunately,  the  actual 
leaders  thought  difTereiitly ;  and,  in  the  misenihle  yeara 
which  followed  Jefferson's  first  term,  any  thing  i-esembling 
moderation  was  flmig  away  by  both  sides,  and  by  all  public 
men.  The  result  was  a  series  of  blunders,  failures,  egre- 
gious mistakes,  and  savage  quarrelK,  which  ran  l>e  |xdliated 
only  by  the  extreme  and  pei'hu]>s  insurmonntablc  difficulties 
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of  the  political  situation.  It  was  tlic  only  period  of  oar 
luHtory  \\]\en  we  filleii  the  jK>i*hiL[iK  UNeful,  but  ci>rtHiiity 
distigi'wable  jwsitioii  of  foot-biiU  for  the  two  great  niitioiis 
of  Eurojie.  As  h  (■onse<juence  of  our  humiliating  »ituation, 
fiud  of  the  ditlicuUieH  iticidviit  to  hii  lioiiorable  or  even 
possible  extrication,  the  policy  of  individiials  mid  of  jmrties 
prnstmts  bnt  tittle  for  proud  conteniptlntion .  No  matter  what 
our  jHilitical  »yni]»athie8  muy  l)e,  tlie  first  fiflHpn  yean  of 
this  century  offer  nothing  of  a  political  nacurc  that  is  not 
in  Rome  degree  mortifying  and  painful. 

The  removals  from  office  foi-  political  reasons,  and  the 
Denioeraiic  attacks  on  the  judiciary,  during  Jefferson's  first 
tftrm.  fjrcatly  alannwl  Mr.  Calmt,  and  met  with  Iuk  ficvcncBt 
i-eppobation.  He  sympathized  also  with  h!s  party  in  their 
oppposition  to  the  Bct|ui»itJon  of  l^uittiaiia,  a  iiiea»ury  which 
ho  connidcrcd  unconBtitutional,  as  well  as  politically  danjjer* 
0U8.  lint,  niui-h  jih  he  feared  and  disliked  the  policy  of  Jef- 
ferson's ftdministration.  he  wus  by  no  means  prepared  to  take 
part  in  the  ftcheme  for  a  separation  of  the  Union,  which  was 
urgL-d  u|xtn  him  by  his  friend,  Colonel  Pickering.  In 
reply  to  the  latt«r's  letter  on  tliiit  subject,  he  took  the  ground 
that  tlie  ]jiau  was  not  only  imprncticablo  and  unwise,  but 

\t~,  if  carried  out,  it  would  not  accom])liBh  the  desirwl  r&- 
lit*.  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Cabnt,  commenting  ufwrn 
Colonel  Pickering's  suggestions,  says  that  he  is  strongly  of 
opinion  that  the  proposed  sepamtiou  is  not  justified  by 
the  political  miKitinnHgetnunt  i)f  the  dominant  ]Mirty.  He 
believed  that  the  Union  was  of  too  great  value  to  be 
endangered,  merfrly  on  account  of  a  bad  and  perhaps 
temiwraiv  policy.  In  these  oj)iiiioii8  as  to  a  separntiun  of 
the  States,  Mr.  Cubot  was  in  full  accord  with  llHmiltiiii, 
Kinjr.  and  moat  of  the  other  leading  Foderalista,  whose 
quiet  0]>poaition  sufficed  to  extinguish  eomplBt4»ly  this 
plan,  which  had  emanated  entirely  from  those  members 
of  the  party  who  were  at  that  time  senators  or  members  of 
Congress.     The  close  of  the  yeoi'  1805  nas  maiked  by  tho 
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only  oc«wion  on  which  Mr.  Cabot  took  any  active  part  in 
public  matters.  This  liapp«i]t-(I  in  connection  witb  the 
finit  symptomB  of  the  coming  troables  with  Knglaud.  Un- 
der the  nirMliticulioii  nf  tliH  rule  of  ]7o6,  a«  ivcognii'.ecl 
hitherto  by  the  British  ordtTs  in  council,  ncutmls  might 
trodo  to  and  from  the  colonien  of  hellip^i-entfl,  and  nliio  to 
and  from  the  luothnr  countncs,  but  not  between  tlie  two. 
By  a  slight  extension  of  the  voyage,  therefore^  the  rule 
conid  be  evaded,  and  the  produce  of  the  coloniea  of  bellig- 
erents be  carried  to  their  roiipective  mother  countries. 
The  Americans,  ([uick  to  perceive  their  opportunily,  soon 
made  a  practice  of  loading  th«ir  vessels  with  colonial  pro- 
duce, touchiug  at  some  American  port,  and  then  sailing  at 
once  for  Eum[)6.  While  the  dcHjiomto  struggle  in  whirh 
England  and  France  were  engaged  histed,  the  result;  of  this 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  our  merchants  was  that  nearly  all 
the  gif'at  cariMting  trade  fell  into  American  Imnds.  The 
Euglbih,  indignant  both  at  the  immunity  eujoyed  by  French 
commerce  thus  ciUTied  on  by  neutrals,  and  at  the  lo«8uf  their 
own,  seized  some  of  the  American  vessels  eiigiiged  in  this 
tmde;  and  the  Rrititth  a<hniralty  courtvS  adjudged  them 
good  prize,  on  the  ground  that  the  neutral  flag  wan  in  many, 
if  not  ill  most  caaen,  a  mere  fraud  to  pi*otec-t  belHgereut 
property.  The  news  of  these  seizuies,  or  rather  of  the  cou- 
Bequent  deci^iona,  amused  the  anger  of  all  Ameriuaiut,  but 
especially  of  those  inhabiting  the  »ea|)ort  towns.  In  all 
the  grpat  commercial  centres,  indignation  meetings  were 
held,  und  bulky  memorials  dnifted  and  sent  to  Cougre»a. 
One  of  these  was  a  meeting  of  the  merchantd  of  JJoston, 
to  i-emoustrato  to  Congress  against  the  Jiritijth  doctrines. 
A  comuiiitee,  of  whom  Air.  Cabot  waa  one,  was  apftointed; 
and  they  reported  a  memorial  drawn  by  Mr.  Lloyd,* 
which  was  adoptetl  and  forwardetl  to  Washington.* 
Mr.  Cabot  felt  himself  constrained  to  accept  a  place  on 

1  James  Lloyd,  aficrwnnU  rrnnior  fnin  MnMnchiiH-tli. 
'  Fur  ihit  nifinorial,  sw  Antial*  i>f  t'onitrM*.  IfOrt-i,  p,  890;  Now  Euy- 
land  I'sUadJum  for  Jan.  31,  IBUO;  or  Waitc'i  SUte  Pnpera,  V.  Sbl. 
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tbis  committee,  as  one  of  Bostoti's  leading  merchants;  but, 
wLile  h«  was  not  conduced  thut  tlie  decisions  of  tiio  courts 
vcre  incorrect,  lie  also  fnart^d  tliiit  the  excitement  Attend- 
ant on  nil  popular  movements  might  result  in  measurea  and 
demonstrations  which  he  hiniflelf  could  not  hut  deem  ex- 
treme and  mischievous.  Tlius  it  was  that  he  consented 
with  the  greatest  rehictiince  to  take  n  leading  part  in  the 
meeting;  for  he  wns  o»[iccinIlly  ax'erae  to  the  harcst  appear- 
ance of  professing  opinions  which  lie  did  not  really  hold, 
or  of  acceding,  from  deference  to  the  popular  wish,  to  meas- 
ures which  he  had  alwurs  conscientiously  opposed.  Fisher 
Amea,  writing  at  tliis  time  to  CotonttI  Pickering,  says:  — 

"I  have  jtist  returned  fruiu  Boatou,  where  I  flod  Uie  QK-nhnnta 
luTc  had  a  tnft.'ling  on  Mr.  Fitzsimmoiiit's  letter,  niitl  apfxtiuted  a 
eomnilllct.-  o(  seven.  Our  friend  C'ahoi  U  umch,  too  mueli,  morti- 
fied llint  be  b  one  of  tJiem,  He  Imtex  hyiiocriwy,  ftiid  r««pi_i;t» 
principles:  nnd  he  drpwln  lest  the  popular  feeling  nhouM  impel  the 
cooimittee  to  deny  what  lie  belieix's  to  he  truu,  or  to  ask  fur  what 
he  knows  to  ho  ntiii-hievous.  I  coufess  I  have  rather  approved  the 
meetings  of  inenhuiil*.  ...  I  expect  more  giKxl  ihiin  evil  from 
their  iiitcrpoeilioD,  esjiecinlly  if  eucb  men  as  Cabot  will  coitseut  to 
appear  Hiiioiig  iln>iii.  I  hopp  thfy  will  be  prevjiilMl  nn  s>(miii  iir 
late  to  de]iiile  nueh  men  .-i.-^  .lameti  IJoyd  :uid  Hkieiiiih  H.  I'erkiiin 
bo  the  government,  as  their  committee,  who  could  not  fail  to  im[>o89 
respe4}t  on  ihc  Sam.  .Siiiitlw  '  amuug  you."' 

Colonel  Pichering,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Lowell  many  ycara 
later,  says :  — 

*•  Much  apiinift  liis  will,  and  contrary  to  liis  own  Iw-tier  judgment. 
\n)  [Mr.  Oiixil}  ivn*  pIsiJi^j  at  the  Ih'wI  4if  the  •-4>niii\Ltte<^i  wbi'li,  in 
I80fi.  subscrilwd  and  ftenl  to  WaRlimj^ton  the  remi>ii-il ranch's  dmwn 
by  IJnyd  iigttin^t  llie  Uritit^h  dwtrinu  coiKremiiig  neutral  tnide. 
lie  nipiwl  ii  (hr?  iifterwanls  told  me),  officially^  as  one  of  the  mer- 
chants' (or  town's)  comrohice."' 

Tlieso  admiralty  decisions  wero  but  the  beginning  of  the 
end.     The  peace  and  prosperity  of  Jefferson's  fi™t  term, 

•  Mt.  Smiilv  ivB«  a  semitor  frftni  Mar>-laTi(l,  and  bmtlnor  of  Itolic-rt  Smith, 
ScvTcttiry  of  the  >'■¥;, 

I  Work*  ut  Amct,  L  S12.  ■  Sc«  p.  &12. 
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idered  l>v  tlie  twi-li 


of  wiae  nnd  strong 


wvions  years  ■ 

adDiiiiistratiuLiK,  iiuw  cuiiic  rudul^v  U)  a  close;  and  our  gov- 
ernment embarked  on  tbut  oruzy  ]>uliuy  which,  after  years 
of  contumely  abroad  and  factitms  op|xj8ition  at  home,  re- 
sulted in  the  imiieceaaary  and  fruitless  war  of  1812.  To 
Jcfferaon's  embargo  policy,  the  first  st«p  on  the  downward 
path,  Air.  Cabot  wan.  of  counfe,  most  deeply  opposed.  On 
thijt  Bubji^ct,  hJK  wide  coiiimerciiU  oxj>crieucc  gave  him 
pemliar  titiiess  to  jiul^ ;  and  lie  had  aUvji}!*  been  a  con- 
sistent enemy  to  embargoes,  and  inde<,'d  to  any  doctrine 
which  favored  much  iiiterfereuce  with  trade.  In  171*4,  he 
o|)[K»ie<I  and  voted  against  such  a  measure  when  introthiced 
in  tlio  Senate;  and  a  few  years  later,  in  writing  to  his 
friends,  at  the  time  of  the  French  diSiculties.  he  exprej^Hed 
his  strong  objections  to  an  embargo,  except  wlien  laid  under 
the  strictest  IhnitAtions  and  in  pomjiliam-e  with  the  severest 
necessity.  In  the  present  instance,  he  regarded  .leflFerson's 
restrictive  policy  with  nil  hiit  old  hostility  to  Huoh  nie-'tsures  i 
ftiid  his  convictions  were  still  more  stTengtheneJ  by  tha 
cin*um9t»nces  of  tlifc-  time,  which  rendered  an  cnibargo  of 
peenliur  danger.  3Ir.  Ciibot,  like  most  of  the  Federalists;* 
believed  that  Jefferson,  for  selfish  ends  and  to  promote  the 
interests  of  Fratice,  sought  to  drive  the  United  States  into 
a  war  with  Great  Britain.  Whether  this  view  of  the 
Prcaideut'a  motives  was  right  or  wrang,  the  fact  that  an 
English  war  whs  imminent  uouhl  not  e^oajie  the  attention 
of  any  reflecting  man.  An  embargo,  therefore,  was  not 
only  a  inl»t)ike,  but  m  pif-oe  of  criminal  folly  ;  for,  while  it 
drew  down  war  with  one  hand,  it  destroyed  with  the  other  our 
best  and  indeed  our  only  means  of  fighting.  It  ran  directly 
counl^r  lii  Ihe  most  cherished  doctrine  of  the  Feileralieta, 
the  preservation  of  a  strong  neutrality;  and,  what  wm 
far  worse,  it  also  was  in  direct  opposition  to  all  the  dictates 
of  common  pmdcnce  and  common  sense.  We  were  actu- 
ally on  the  vei-ge  of  a  conflict  with  the  greatest  maritime 
power  in  the  world;  and  yet,  not  content  with  this  and 
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with  tlie  prior  destriictton  of  our  navy,  the  Jeffersoniau  iwlicy 
weuied  to  aiiu  at  nothing  lens  tliaii  the  aiiiiiliilHtion  of  our 
meroiuitile  mariDe,  from  ivhich  alone  it  was  poietble  to 
obtain  »ranimi  to  navigate  nur  piihlic  t^hl\^e  ami  Hght  our 
liaticuiHl  liattles.  Mr.  Cabot,  on  this  ground  alone,  very 
rightly  believed  that  the  embargo  was  the  most  fatal  meas- 
ure that  could  bo  taken.  Hut  ho  abo  opposed  the  whole 
polity'  on  Huonniriic  principles,  which  are  set  forth  at  length 
in  His  letters.  1  aliaJI  attempt,  therefore,  no  summary  of 
his  opinions  on  these  qnestions,  but  leave  him  to  speak  for 
himwU  through  the  medium  of  his  correspondence. 


Cabot  to  Gohk. 

Aran.  10.  IMI. 

TIIt  nr-AH  FniE!cn,  —  I  rpotivcd  X&nt  (-voning  roiir  loittr  of  iho 
20tK  u(  Feliriiary,  cnmaiiiing  injjiortanl  infonmiliiHi  of  aflaira 
on  your  uidu  the  water  and  eitnic  valuable  i(}K-culati<m  u]niu  tlieir 
tend«*iK'if«.  I  h)i»M  iii<|iiiru  of  p«^-r*oiiH  liMriin-il  in  tlu-  law ;  iiixl,  if  I 
And  thar  our  iHiitknipt  act  irill  rulit-vu  iris'dvciit  «-[ii^ti)lnry  debtori*. 
I  »ball  avail  myself  of  its  proi'isioDe.  If  otherwise,  I  fthati  make  the 
liest  rfimjtoNitioii  I  nin  wifh  my  crr^litors ;  and,  as  ynu  and  Mr.  King 
are  die  |irin(-ij):d  oih'h,  I  tii>]H>  and  entreat  ynti  tti  tw  lilienil.  Yuii 
wili  nauii'tlly  i-oiiBider  tliat  idli?  tnun  find  no  time  to  tlo  any  tfiing. 
This  Iruili,  hitldi-u  from  vulgar  ^yl-'K,  will  be  the  tii>t,  lit-fure  youm 
and  Itia, 

AllJumgh  I  do  not  rale  very  higldy  the  talenti  of  :in  English 
cnbtiiol  for  diplomatic  management,  and  although  I  hftve  aI^aj's 
iboiight  tliey  tttudit^d  the  prejiuliees  and  aoconnaodated  LbeuLtelves 
to  the  hiiinon  of  utlieri*  lenH  Uian  thrir  intereiit  required,  yt^t  I  do 
not  tliink  they  cnuld  by  any  coune  of  conduct  hare  pruveuli-d  the 
liOHtile  (lifljxiiiilinn  of  {he  oimtiiiuntal  natiuua  us  it  ouw  a|i|it.-ani ;  in 
Bomc!  the  effect  of  fully,  in  olherB  of  rivalry,  and  I'ome  of  terror. 
I  am  ;;1ad  you  chink  England,  if  quiet  and  orderly  at  home,  will 
BUi:i:i-(.-d  aj^aiiiHl  tbu  L'uuft-deriicy.  Ilcaveu  alone  foi>;sees  the  infitie; 
buL,  jiid^tiif;  liy  mirh  lights  nn  I  enjoy,  I  ohonld  wiy  ihcrm  \»  a  moral 
oerUunty  Uial  Kngliuid  will  triumph  oeer  aU  her  extemai  tHtmitu,  if 
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her  own  snbjocte  are  tn)«  And  loyal,  as  Uieir  interest  plainly  r«()uireii, 
as  well  M  ihuir  fluty,  tlmi  lIk-v  kIiouM  be. 

I  hHve  ^xkI  reaKoii  to  Micve  lltNt  our  twvt  Prmitlcnt  ie  4l«h.'r- 
mined  to  kopp  clear  of  the  war,  ITftppj-  will  it  Ijc  for  our  counlry, 
if  \\i!  can  maiiitiiia  tliis  dvteniiiimtioii  agiuniit  hit)  trwu  pre-exietEng 
pn-juHicca  aii«l  the  inccft<iant  aiwaulu  of  his  |arty. 

TIh!  "(lazi'Ue  of  tliu  tTiiiLod  Statca"  ami  tlw  "  Pslladium  "  will 
show  ytni  what  the  good  men  thluk  on  tluK  eubjijct,  esiieuially  the 
"  Palladium." 

While  Mr.  JefTerson  pmnoimc«8  oar  government  tlio  itrongosi 
in  ihti  worlil,  somi;  oIImts  of  our  wine  nieu  allii'm  its  begl  days  an 
pi^Hl;  and  I  bclieTC  the  flcntimcnt  ia  extensive;.  ihAl  we  arc  doontM 
to  suffer  all  th»  evils  of  uu  exctasivt  dviiiocrucy  Lliroiigh  the  United 
Slates.  Our  elecUons  grow  worse,  and  tlic  ManttisU  and  Bobct- 
pic-rriaits  eTerywhere  rai»e  their  heads.  What  ^haiild  you  havo 
tliiiiight  two  or  ihree  years  ago  if  you  had  been  loH  that  a  very 
lar^  and  jjowerful  party  was  formt-d  in  Comiocticut,  who  liar's 
di'Iiberate<l  and  pmlwlily  decided  to  eltrct  Pierrepont  Edwarda,* 
instead  of  Trnmbtdl,'  their  yuvenior'r'  You  may  Ixdicvo  this  dow. 
Pi-ohably  ihey  will  not  succeed  in  their  first  e^ay ;  but,  if  they 
shtmld.  this  fact,  in  addition  to  others  of  a  similar  nature  which  am 
already  recorded  in  our  annals,  inuiit  put  an  end  to  ail  argument 
Amonj;  sensible  and  fair  men  on  the  praetic»hility  of  honest  pojiulur 
governments.  Having  Iveeu  always  uj  heart,  sriul.  aud  mind,  attadied 
to  the  pn])ci(>lt-i4  of  f»ir  ^iiveniRient^.  and  enthmtiH^tic  in  my  denires 
and  hopes  that  we  should  support  them  and  be  blessed  by  tbenii 
I  have  been  for  some  years  suffering  the  pain  of  disap;K>inlmeut  at 
their  successive  failures  which  experiment  has  prodiice<l.  There  is 
no  8i«uriiy  (or  a  good  govenimeul  without  some  [lopular  mixtiim 
in  it;  but  there  will  be  neither  justice  nor  stability  iu  any  system. 


I  Picrrepotil  Edwanj*,  ton  of  Joiintlian  Erlwanla.  T1i(iU);]i  an  sOrocaM 
for  Oll'  nilnjiliiiu  of  (lie  ('iiiKdritiiiiiin,  lie  liecame  s  pnMiiim-ni  I k-mocratic 
LeadcT,  and  ivab  the  prinerpsi  founder  of  tlic  EU'callcd  "  Totcraiion  "  party 
hi  ConnreUeiit.  Ilililn^th  luiyit  he  nati  "  tlie  maternal  uncle  vf  Burr,  wliom 
he  rwemblc^ti  111  well  iti  nceunipliKtiinenlf  anil  aildrm  as  in  prodlgacyoC 
priraieoliuracicr,  at  lesM  In  wha[ever  related  to  women."  History  uC  ibe 
Utiitrcl  State*.  V.  J>3I,  633. 

*  Jonathan  'I'rumbiill  the  j^onn^cr  son  of  the  celebrated  ReTolotJoaary 
ptremor.  Like  his  faihtr,  h(>  held  for  many  ^can  a  leadliiR  ptifition  In 
Conneeticul  polities,  aatl  was  govuniur  u(  the  Sutv,  frum  170^1800  the 
year  of  his  death. 
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if  somv  niHterial  pArU  of  il  nre  not  independent  of  popnlnr  control. 
Authority,  as  well  as  Acntiment  and  interest,  mnst  combine  to  make 
a  gnvemmeDt  a  bluKsmg  lo  auy  people. 

Yours  truly,  O.  C. 


WoLCOTT  TO  Cabot, 

LiTciiriKui,  Jtily  37, 1801. 
Mt  DBAK  Sir, —  Afl«r  a.  lou^  eilenuu,  diu-ing  wlili:li  1  linvu 
tx^rn  noitli<fr  inactivo  nor  rnr(;etfiil  M  my  friend*,  I  think  it  n^ht 
ti>  inform  yuii  whfiv  I  nm,  nnd  how  circiitnHlanci-d.  and  (o  projmtu} 
a  renewal  of  our  correaj>ondeiice.  I  am  at  Wngth  plitnttnl  on  my 
nalivo  bill,  in  a  pltT&«ani  liule  town  where  lliore  nre  Bevi-rnl  agroe- 
nhk'  familk-6  und  snnic  of  tlie  leiuliii}^  Dt-mocTUIit  nf  Coniit-cticut. 
Kirliy.  our  ut^w  niijif  rviwor,  in  my  ni^ar  nfijjlibor.  We  of  <-oMr««  ex- 
iperienoB  good  and  evil ;  fnemUhip,  <>nvy.  and  slandnr,  —  in  abort, 
most  of  tbe  pk-asureit  and  pluses  tucidvnt  to  a  rillagv  lifu. 

It  wia  my  cxpet'iaiion  to  have  vUit^l  Roittoii  tht»  ^ummpr,  bi 

cooipniiy  wiili  Mrt».  >VuIi»lt.     This  pleasure  must  be  pU(itj>on(.-d  to 

the  next  «tea«on,  in  cnnxe^juence.  of  her  late  mdi«|icMitinii,  and  tlie 

[neceMtty  T  Am  under  of  mipcrintvnding  some  repairs  to  render  our 

^tua^on  oonvt'iiicnt  during  ttto  cnsiuiig  winter. 

I  hav«  writtL-u  Ibis  di-tnil  of  my  domeatic  situation,  to  famisb 
an  escase  for  ret)iie«IJng  infornintion  nwpecting  yours.  Tht  ht'St 
Bubstilule  for  the  pleasure  of  Toun  and  Mr».  Cabot's  society  will 
be  ftuch  a  dc^scription  as  you  can  give  of  yoar  Bituation,  sentiments, 
and  feelingK. 

Mr.  Jrfferson.  contrary  to  my  bojii**,  aud  in  some  degree  to  my 
expectation,  appeara  to  hare  commi'ncod  n  TiiKlictivc  aitni-k  U|>on 
the  Federalisl*  of  New  F^n^tand ;  and.  if  I  understand  liix  inii.-ntioi), 
he  is  detui'minvd  IndiKtingnixli  hu  adminifitratioii  liy  fiiibvertJii^  Llm 
avEtems  aud  di'Htroying  ihf  Hinru4;l4'ra  uf  th«so  who  supported  or 
a)<l>?d  his  predi^'eston*.  Tlit^  att^-^mpt,  if  ni;iik%  will  nut  oitvueed.  The 
beat  dickIo  of  repelling  tliiR  a^Miulu  however,  ouj;ht  to  be  well 
conaidered.  Will  you  be  so  pood  as  w  iufomi  me  what  impression 
the  Frt«idunt's  conduct  ha^  mmle  on  the  mindn  uf  the  commoH 
people,  on  Mr.  Adams  and  lii»  frieiidfl,  and  whc-lhcr  lht>  gentlemen 
of  toformatioD  have  adopted  any  system  ot  dt-fenwi'  lu  short,  I 
wish  to  know  briefly  llie  polilaeal  fliination  of  AIa«#achusctt«.  It  is 
highly  probable  that  we  have  a  serious  task  to  j)erfurm.     We  ought 
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not  to  hut«n  the  ctUU;  hnU  when  it  nrrirca,  I  bopo  wa  *hail  Im 
pre[»red  to  net  in  cuiicert  aiiil  witli  eflucL 

I  remain  aa  ever  jour  AMnret)  friend  and  obeditiol  KerraDt, 

O.  W. 


Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

nnnnxLtxe,  Aug.  S,  1801. 

Mt  dbab  Sir,  —  I  wm  tnuph  gmtificd  with  your  letter  of  the 
STtJi  July,  wlitcli,  bavlng  beeu  sent  to  Bruuk^Wt/  liy  luUlakc  of  the 
jtOHlnuish-r,  did  not  roofh  me  until  yeslMday  muniinjr.  While  I 
f^d  thn  strmigiiBt  Holicitudu  that  your  circuttii^UiDces  should  be  la 
all  rfs[jei-|jf  })r(i]^tio»»  to  h»|>|)Miew,  I  pray  chiefly  Lhnt  il  ma? 
not  be  deiwudfui  oii  them.  Kvery  WlUge,  m  well  as  ev<*ry  rity, 
which  ciinlflinit  men,  wilt  hnve  dnntoemU  and  dL-mujio^es,  ilts 
lalt<>r  of  wliom  muHL  live  by  pracCiaing  u|>an  the  wvukn«s<»es  and 
tulmiiiisu-rtD;;  tn  the  riceii  of  the  former.  While  yon  hkre  nboat 
you  BOtne  whose  BOt'i^-ty  yoni  can  eiijuy.  iht'it;  will  be  otheni  wlio«o 
iiil«rt?«t  nnd  whose  pleasure  it  ma-it  he  lo  mnv  your  enjoyment. 

I  am  not  able  to  inform  you  of  the  impresitioit  which  is  inaHo 
upon  our  rommon  pi-oplc  by  Mr.  Jt-fftrson'a  revobiliotury  move- 
tnent«,  nor  do  I  know  with  Huy  certftinty  bow  they  arc  treAied  by 
Mr.  Aibiiiis.  1  live  out  of  ibe  wurld,  atid  buve  but  little  oommu- 
niratimt  wilJi  il,  iinil  lb;it  litttf!  tlimui^b  tht^  nicdituu  of  our  oum  $tct 
oxcluBively.  If  ii>st<enrl  of  a  fact  I  mi^dit  offer  an  opinion,  it  would 
be  that  our  common  people  are  not  yet  «eu»ibly  alTected  by  any 
tliinj;  done  or  ihrcaient-d  by  Mr  Jefferson. 

1  should  think,  hijni^vcr,  Mr.  Adami*  must  feel  great  iudijrualion: 
first,  becnuHe  lii4  own  principle*  and  cj^nduct  are  iin|ni'luiuly  con- 
deii)ii») ;  and,  iterond,  lie<:Ame  I  barci  that  tliniie  Fe<1eraUit«  who 
adhered  to  his  (Mr.  Adams's)  greatest  errors  are  fall  of  rescatment 
afraijiRt  Mr.  JutTcrAOn, 

I  «an  s|K'ak  of  tliat  dn»*  of  men  whieh  I  more  jiartimlarly  e»- 
t«<iiii,  and  whose  {Tulilirjt  I  ilweni  (xirreet,  with  lf*«  doubt.  They 
are  surprised  at  the  wfokness,  and  proroked  extretnely  tu  the  per- 
nidoiis  priuntples  avowefl  by  Mr.  JefTcnion  in  bis  answer  to  the 
^ew    Haven    remonstrauU.*      Il  is,    hgwever,  a  general  opiuioo 

1  Prnldent  Adams  had  appointed  ElizurGoodncb.  a  member  of  Ccmgrcw. 
toihc  vulknt>nihi|>  of  NV«  Eluvcn.  Gvi>ilrii.-b  wn»  in  etery  way  ■  lh>uii)^ 
lent  man  «nrl  good  iiffli-pr,  Itcit  hiii  npptiinlinpiil  Iibi)  bwn  made  afier  A#ftv'> 
•oa'k  election  waa  known.    All  nomlnationa  of  thia  xirl,  JcSerBon,  who  «m 


1801 -41.] 


CORRESrOSnENCE. 


KiDOii||!  (\w*»  nn>ti  that  no  sytltm  qI  tlpfeiK^  <ar>  yet  be  a<Iopt«!, 
although  it  U  ditHmlt  to  ivfruiri  from  tnnkiii^  thi*  most  rL'iifiUriuiu 
olieerTatiaus  thcmwlvps.  ami  im|K'MibIe  to  pnjveut  lh«in  frum  Ix^ing 
made  by  others,  arirl  inculcittt-t]  in  the  now>t|tA{>ers  ;  }'ct  it  i»  a  <;ofn' 
moo  Miitiment  ihiit  consirlerabte  time  must  olupee,  and  mach  be 
bom«  aii<l  «>iiff(^r^it,  Inifoi^  thn  jireaaiire  of  «xistiag  evUa  atiil  thn 
apprehei)ftin[i  of  nthtr^  rni'l  ^rpn.ler  ones  to  mm«  will  so  tiper&Us  aa 
lo  give  a  rhaiice  of  snc^i**  to  tlie  Fo<ler8l  rdiise.  The  /itH^ape 
of  some  of  the  Federal  newRpa)>er8  is  perhap*  a  little  too  violent 
at  this  time,  (hough  the  Bcntimcnta  are  Just.  Strictures  will  bo 
cunliuuullv'  maiju  on  the  cumlnct  of  ihv  fiiliiiiiii^inilioti,  und  perhaps 
ihey  iw  ax  iiiefiil  M  tJ»ey  urtt  i)n»voic|;itiIe.  Krront,  vice«,  and 
crinK«  mtiDt  he  pointed  out.  hut  it  ahouhl  he  <1oiie  in  a.  tniuiner  that 
will  not  exasperate  those  whom  it  is  expected  to  convince.  No 
efft!ct(iat  reinwly  can  he  applied  to  our  aJTain  until  its  iieWMity  ia 
strongly  nnd  rxteii§ivrly  fflt.  and  a  ^mme  ut  common  diuigrr  shall 
tintte  more  oloHely  (h«  real  (rit*rids  of  tlie  country,  ilr.  D«xt«r, 
who  has  a  t«niporarT  residence  in  tny  neighborhood,  took  family 
dinner  wi[h  me  yL'Hterdity.  lie  i>lill  blnniei^  ua  for  not  ^ujjportiiig 
and  ainicriiig  to  Mr.  Adamn.  notwithHtan cling  we  wers  dt''ierted, 
bet  my*-)!,  and  dcnnnncMl.  We  agi-ec  il.  however,  in  n'prohating  Mr. 
Juflersuii  as  more  weak  and  more  winked  than  we  hiid  tlniiighl  him. 
Mr.  Dext4.T  is  iiatixfR-d  that  tli^  preiient  aduiiniKtratioii  in  dtlij^ntly 
employed  in  mn^acking  the  piiblii'  otflees  in  search  for  faulta,  and 
document*  to  prove  them.  He  chinks,  too,  there  must  tuiavoklaUy 
bo  found  among  the  infinitmlo  of  trannat'tionfl  many  which  to  tlia 
public  eyu  may  Im  made  to  apiH-ar  improiwr,  though  at  tlie  time 


ilx-n  CAtttinntly  intmihicinp  ih«  prweiliirf^  stnce  beeomr  infAmniia  aa  the 
"epoils  flj-ifcm."  clioie  to  ircnt  ■»  nuUitiea.  Cioodrich  wai  rnnoTGd.  and  a 
man  iiaur-iI  Blfthoji  KiipnliiiuH].  Thi;  nii'r<'hani>  of  Nl-w  lluvc-n  rvrii<<]tKirttu-d 
a|piin«t  tile  rhnngp.  Iti4tin|i  lu'M  crvt'ni]  «liilp  oHirps  nlrunity.  un<l  wna 
Marly  eiglity  yean  of  a^c.  To  ini-ot  their  nlijm-tiriiia  unij  In  Jiiailfv  rtrmor. 
lag  dofidrifh.  Jttlt-nan,  nfrfr  t>'^l>ttlti(c  out  ihat  lti*hn[i  vn*  a>nit!<lorril  eom- 
pclrnt  to  liuld  oihrr  i>lRi't.-ii.  fiin'ibtr  rtpllod  that  f'rnnklin.al  tlif  laine  pprlod 
of  Ufe,  wa»  "bu  onmniL-ui  to  huinnn  oaturv."  TIiIh  wm  conuliulvc.  Sve 
Randall'i  Litv  uf  Jt-fTtrvon,  11.  tW»;  Work*  of  JcffiTsuu,  IV.  402,  Tlie  nal 
fKplanation.  jwrhapfi,  nl  llip  appriintmi^iu  of  Ulthaji,  a  iiinii  ki>  olil  lliat  lie 
coiit'I  nnl  »-f  fti  firiti-  lib  riantc.  i*  tr>  hn  fminil  in  tlii<  fai't  llint  \m  lOD.  n 
tmctl4«t  Invrjcr,  vrn«  a  prnmin^ot  yoim^  Dt-itjorrat,  who  bnd  r«ci>ntlr 
delivered  two  oniiiuna  In  pralae  af  li)i  party  pHndplM.  The  arrond  of 
lli<>Mr  pn*<Ui<.'tir>n*  wna  dLvutvd  to  an  elaborate  parallel  betwcvn  Jvflcnoa 
and  Jcaua  ClirUt 
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Aey  were  riglit,  antJ  that  tiifv  will  be  aWe  hy  the  uiw>  o(  suchi 
menu,  ami  jiirrhaiHi  eomt!  r^al  inlitcoiiiliicia  n(  mmw  fumw-r  oincera, 
to  iiilliiitie  the  public  iiiinil  lo  »  ^n-Mt  ili-gn^  ajjuiiitt  lHNH-«t  luul 
fniihful  men.  1  rlr>  not  Heliore  that  thi}  iM'iiHil)lii  ami  wcU-^lispifijied 
part  of  tUu  L'oiiimuiiitv  will  be  the  dupt.>s  of  theitv  abouiiiuiblv  art* ; 
but  I  Can  citsily  coiirtiive  thai  Ihu  liulk  of  the  ptoplc  shnuii!  Ih.-  tie- 
tt^ivwl.  Our  i'leftiitri«,  an  wt-U  as  «t]i«r  Iiioidi-'iit^,  [irovv  ttuic  ive 
am  grown  hihI  yruwltig  vn^nti  ixi  this  State  Our  be$t  mvu  tliiuk 
more  jinttlj'  thiiii  t^wr  on  the  itiilijoct  of  pnvfmment,  ImiI  tlipir 
itiflnenw  nvrr  )iiib1ic  iijiiniou  i»  ifsa  tlnin  iinusil.  Tlii>  Ix'lief  b  duly 
extending  lliat  i>ur  affairs  muBt  iwcvsHanly  («rtiw  muvli  worse  before 
tlicy  can  grow  miifila  botter.  1  confesn  myscU  to  cntcrtaUi  tJiis 
belief,  though  I  uduiiL  lliat  the  eObrta  ot  grxxl  ait*u  uiay  very  much 
niitignte  tli<^  oviU,  hr  a«j>i.«litifr  liif^  public  mind  to  c<mt)m^heii()  the 
catare  and  tnif  t<<n<lt*nrics  of  nil  iliat  pusMti  uiidrr  iui  eye.  We 
are  destint^d  in  tliia  couiitr)-,  as  in  all  Ihc  fri.-<;  stales  wbu  bnve  gooe 
before  u»,  to  aiK^rilicG  ttio  osMDoe  of  liberty  to  the  ftpirit  of  demoo 
lacy.  We  art;  now  and  liave  always  bsea  tuore  Utiuiocniiic  in  our 
OpjniODA  and  U-mp^'^r  than  the  funn  of  our  ^ovt^nimfiil.  The  Itn- 
deney  of  thi!  hiiwr  has  lici'n  to  lialanci-,  tc)  rt-gulan?,  anil  to  correct 
tlid  tvrttuT;  but  lis  forot,  (rum  the  nature  of  ita  Blnictiuv,  was  in* 
Btiirtciuiit.  If.  i*i  in  t-flcct  uln.'ndy  wvenMuie.  Onr  guvrntmunt  \»  in 
the  handit  of  iis  'i-m^mies,  and  it  in  |>ltu'(>d  thf>re  because  lltoy  arc  its 
eiiemieii.  It  is  intnist«d  to  them,  bi-ruufie  it  is  lH.-Iifv<<tl  iJiai  they 
Would  not  aac  ttf,  powers  for  thiwu  puri>iwL-s  for  whitdi  the  pivtTH- 
meut  waa  prufftisi-illy  uuusti(ut«d.  A  auirlidntu  iur  Congreai 
reoonmendit  hiriKii^if  Ui  »  inajimty  of  the  vi>le.rM  hy  inducinj;  or 
allowing  them  to  b>>lieTo  that  he  wotilil  »a<Tilic<*  tltt'  iMTniant-'nt 
iiitcrestti  ni  the  tiati')a  to  the  paBsions  ikud  pn-judiws  uf  ilie  poputae§ 
rather  tltxn  nAtniiu  those  pae^ious  or  rt-sisl  those  pn-judine*.  I 
will  DO(  at  ihift  lime  give  on  o{)i)iion  of  what  mi^hl  be  done  to  a 
society  liti;  that  of  Ni-w  Rii^iiiiHl.  and  especially  lh«  8(ate  of  Con- 
UL-ctiiMit:  but  as  a  ^neral  nbsiirvation.  vcriliL-d  hy  cxiKTienoc  and 
fxplicabto  (.lu  known  principles  uf  huuiaii  nitiure,  it  maj'  be  aoM 
that  deniucritcy  Irnds  alwnyH  to  pl»4x>  |M)wer  in  the  worst  men's 
bands.  The  nio^i  de?ipernie  luid  audacioiu  men  are  the  hkmc  likely 
to  govern.  If,  by  any  fortunate  eonuuircitet!  of  circ-umsuuices,  good 
men  arc  cmploywl  at  first,  the  t^-ndcney  is  every  day  stronger  to 
raise  bud  men  to  their  phices,  and  from  bad  to  worse,  nntil  the 
excess  of  Ihi;  evil  briuj,'^  the  remedy. 
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I  had  heard  hf  accident,  some  days  ago,  that  you  and  Mrs.  Wol- 
cott  contemplated  a  visit  here,  I  at  first  diabelieved  it,  because  I 
had  hoped  that  a  visit  here  would  be  a  visit  to  my  house,  where  I 
should  be  happy  to  see  you  quartered.  We  are  In  a  very  pleasant 
village,  five  miles  from  the  centre  of  Boston,  sufficiently  retired, 
yet  within  visiting  distance  of  several  agreeable  neighbors,  besides 
the  accessibility  of  town  friends.  My  family  consists  of  Mrs.  Cabot 
and  my  only  daughter  (a  girl  of  sixteen)  and  myself.  My  eldest 
son,  Charles,  is  at  the  Isle  of  France,  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope;  my  second  son,  Henry,  a  lad  of  eighteen,  is  in  a  law  office 
at  Boston ;  and  my  youngest  son,  Edward,  a  lad  of  seventeen,  is  in 
an  accompting  house.  These  two  last  visit  us  on  Saturday  evening 
every  week,  and  pass  the  Sabbath.  "We  all  enjoy  good  health,  and 
have  no  more  of  the  ^'■plagutt"  of  life  than  we  ought  to  have  on 
every  principle.  My  farm  is  very  good  as  well  as  pleasant,  and  my 
love  of  ease  is  more  gratified  than  is  salutary.  1  am  not  rich,  yet 
my  income  is  as  greitt  as  my  expenses,  and  my  expenses  as  great  as 
my  desires.  Mrs.  Cabot  is  in  better  health  than  when  you  knew 
her.  We  visit  very  little,  yet  we  are  not  long  solitary,  A  single 
man  and  three  females  form  our  list  of  domestics,  the  former  of 
whom  drives  us  round  the  country  every  fine  day.  The  labor  of 
ray  farm  is  performed  altogether  by  a  tenant,  to  whom  I  give  spe- 
cific benefits,  that  he  may  have  no  control  over  the  management ; 
and  the  benefits  are  liberal,  that  he  may  be  happy,  and  tied  to  me 
by  his  interest.  When  I  have  no  living  company,  I  call  upon  the 
dead,  who  are  always  ready  to  come  from  my  library  and  entertain 
me.  Among  the  friends  who  contribute  greatly  to  my  happiness, 
Afr.  Ames  is  almost  the  only  one  with  whom  you  are  acquainted, 
but  you  can  easily  conceive  how  precious  he  is.  Our  intimacy,  and 
I  believe  our  mutual  attachment  and  confidence,  have  continually 
increased.  He  lives  seven  miles  from  me,  and  sometimes  takes  my 
house  in  his  way  to  or  from  Boston  ;  and  I  often  go  to  Dedham  to 
see  him.  We  never  meet  without  talking  of  you,  and  expressing 
our  desires  to  see  you.  I  shall  indulge  this  hope  till  it  is  realized. 
You  know  so  well  that  Mrs.  C.  and  I  wish  to  see  you  and  Mrs, 
Wolcott  as  our  guests,  that,  when  you  come  to  this  part  of  the 
country,  you  will  certainly  make  our  house  your  home. 

Yours  afiectionately  and  faithfully,  George  Cabot. 
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Cabot  to  Gorb. 

MtRcn  27,  18(0. 

y{x  SEAti  StR,  —  Nothing  coutd  give  toe  more  pleasure  tliuii  ibo 
iiitt'lliyetici?  hv  yutir  letter  of  the  llth  nf  JaaiLiry.  Our  frientj 
haft  his  rewaril  fnr  all  \m  palinnt,  perBoverin^  aUculion  ai»l  at>le 
niaiin<renieiit,  anil  hin  n-wanl  Iti  the  approbuttuu  uf  ihu  nir^ti  and 
y<"Hl.  nicrt;  i«  none  belter;  anti  I  Lruxt  with  tUttt*:  1il'  will  be  cou- 
leiit,  si>  far  as  relates  to  cxiemala.' 

If  I  WLTH  nut  alruiiily  vain  in  the  Itolief  that  I  had  saoce-tstuUy 
broach(.-rl  »iii|  |ire»chttil  a  riirii<  arirl  eailutary  rloctrhie,  I  shoolcl  lie 
nude  so  by  whut  you  have  comintinicAt&d  to  me  on  the  tuihjoct  fif 
my  iirgituienu  on  lli«  righl«  of  neatral  traders.  If,  however,  I 
omhl  have  (hnii^ht  llifv  noiilil  be  a^oj  ati  auxiliaries  to  an  aulhur 
who  propoBfifi  a  roguliir  and  full  iliHpCay  of  tho  crrora  which  prevail 
on  this  subject,  I  sliuiiM  liave  Buji^'wteil  to  yon  uinl  Mr.  King  an 
idea  whioh  occurrci:!  to  me  of  the  difFerenre  between  the  ITuited 
States  »n(]  iJie  tiortliern  powers  of  Europe ;  whleh  is,  tluit  tlie  hit* 
ter  have  An  immediate  inlprmt  in  avoiding  search,  as  they  could 
th«n  supply  the  van<j»ishitd  buUigeniiit  witJi  naval  stores  and  oilier 
artidt-'s  iickiiuwIitdgL'd  Ut  lie  eoiiLrabuuiL  To  Lboi<e  ualioutr.  —  say. 
IVntimrk,  Swt-ilen,  und  Hnll;tnil,  —  tlii«  would  be  more  lumiliv© 
ihan  the  other  branrhes  of  trade  ivhieh,  ujion  tlic  existing  system, 
they  partake  of  in  war.  But  to  us  and  other  niition*  the  advantage 
of  trading  for  belligerents,  vilh  oar  own  wipltal,  as  allowed  by  the 
liiw  of  iiiitioiiB,  iufitulely  oulwi-ighs  every  [josHiblo  profit  from  llio 
other  Bouire.  The  euu»es  of  this  difTerena;,  n»  heat  potitioii,  dec., 
will  readily  oecnr  to  yon. 

I  had  a  great  trent  from  EUswurtfa,  who  gave  me  in  detail  much 
information  which  I  desired.  I  tthould  fiiji>y  many  honn  nith  yon 
in  hi'.Hrin^'  iliu  condition  of  Kruncu  deHerihi-d,  but  1  cannot  repniaeh 
y<»ii  for  refraining  from  such  an  endles«  gidijeci  on  iwper. 

At  the  di-tlanee  ynn  iir«,  it  is  possible  yon  may  think  the  Federal- 
ists have  been  too  ardent;  but  I  am  pereunded  they  have  relanle*! 
the  revolntinn  which  i*  Iwgim.  It  is  n  fact  that  JeffersoD  would 
have  diK|d«cc<l  olfleerB  until  he  hml  excited  a  general  fever  among 
the  peojilu ;  bat  he  wa«  roBtralntHl  by  some  of  his  eoutiseitort,  who 
were  evidently  alarmed  ai  the  public  indrguatjon  which  tliey  aaw 

1  Tlie  Ions  of  Mr.  Gorr's  letter  ron'tcre  it  imposfiblo  to  determine  wlia  the 
pcrMnn  here  nlliKlcd  to  vu,  but  I  su|)]>me  it  to  Ilbvc  bwo  Mr,  King. 
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ruing.  They  hai  refiolveil  (as  Masoa  informs  me)  to  remonstrate 
or  ex|>oAtul:ile  in  Mricing,  if  he  did  uut  di'sLst.  I  am  not  iiifi>rU3<:-d 
who  ihew  cnnniMsHorri  wurc,  liut  uitidailcJ  tin;/  could  be  uo  tHlier 
than  Madieun  and  Gallnliii,  lliw  liiltrr  of  whom  must  fon-we  ii 
toul  failure  of  rt-veniie,  if  fnirhfnl  officers  »re  displact-il  and  worth- 
less dcmngo^uei*  put  into  their  plucefl. 

I  rejoice  exceedingly  that  after  so  tedioiie  a  delay  you  are  likely 
to  puL  a  tini^hitig  hand  to  tlic  business  nf  your  rommintiioii  in  a 
miinnep  that  will  satisfy  you  and  giv«  so  much  jiIcssupl'  to  ;^o<)d 
men.    Ymi  will  W-  fntilliil  to  nil  thfir  ^;T»tilud(.'.  and  will  rocvivt*  it. 

I  bliould  All  my  pnjMjr,  but  ■  visitor  obliges  me  to  say  tio  more 
than  ikil  I  am 

Your  sinoero  and  affectionate  friend,  G-  CiBOT. 


WoLCOTT  TO  Cabot. 

IiiTniviELP,  Aug.  38>  1802. 

"My  dp.ar  Sir,  —  Altbo  chw»of  tliu  wtmk  aftvr  I  Icftjan.  I  bad 
tb«  idvasurc  of  Mrrivuif;  hvix-  and  (intliujj  my  family  well.  Xotluuij 
hap|(i>ni-d  differently  from  what  I  coiiM  hnve  wished,  exrqit  not 
having  an  opporluniiy  to  ronvei-se  n  few  hours  with  our  friend 
Ame^.  who  had  been  callud  to  Boatou  on  buuiness  the  day  ve 
parl«d. 

I  ufdtn  tliiuk  of  tbo  felicity  of  your  elluaiioii:  and  yon  will 
brlii'vo  mr,  when  1  a»*nre  you  llmt  the  relW-tiim  ntfonis  me  lli« 
bigliesi  pleasure.  In  tliti  ridniiy  uf  one  of  our  m»«t  wealtliy  nud 
polibhed  towns,  surroundetl  with  thow  friendt  whose  eociuty  you 
,  jwefer,  with  a  mind  disponed  lo  rt-vicw  the  eveiib*  whiirh  have 
poised  and  in  n  sitUAtton  whirh  afFonLt  you  early  infonuiitiou  of 
ibofte  which  are  piutiing,  you  at  ouee  realize  the  great  object*  of 
human  purhuil.  May  you  long  Uvo  to  enjoy  llivm,  and,  if  j>o»MJhle, 
may  thuy  lie  iucreu^ed. 

The  newijiapern  mention  that  llie  Sloont  hiive  declarer!  war 
tgftiniit  the  United  StuteH,  and  rhdt  Mr.  Jt^tTvrsoii  ia,  aeeording  lo 
his  system  of  patulii;  warfare,  sending  out  prarntt  to  pre^er^'c  peaet 
tuid/nyofM  to  maintain  war.  It  is  the  sole  object  of  the  adiuinis- 
tratioD  to  aci|ulre  popularity.  Thn  Mai/i  of  Virginia  imii^itie  that 
U  would  be  unpopular  either  to  Hmk«  w»r  or  pay  Irilmie,  and  to 
&v<Md  censure  they  do  h-Uk.  Will  it  not  be  w^-ll  tu  Jiiqiiiro  bow  this 
double-faced  system  is  (o  be  reconciled  wilh  economy? 
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AVhen  you  write,  will  jou  inform  me  whelj)«r  either  of  the  col- 
WTnrd  in  /Jjuat  routit}*  are  fliipponfid  lo  h»v«  been  nemovefl  ou  ilie 
gruuml  i>f  ollii-'iaJ  neglucU.  I  presume,  from  my  knowUslgc  of  jlio 
mtrii.  iliut  nothing  of  ihe  kind  !»  prctL-ndeil.  What  aif  the  ctiarHC- 
tt-r*  of  Sir.  Lt*e  uuil  3Ir.  Warreii  ?  Mr.  Lymaii  I  kimw.  I  stiall 
waul  tJuu  iiifoi  lUiitiwi  for  future  use. 

I  reDiuia  a»  ever  jrour  frieni],  Olivkh  Wolcott. 


Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

BxwJKUKE.  RepL  tl.  1801 
Mr  DEAR  SiBt  —  A»  soon  u  we  learned  iltat  }'ou  had  missed' 
Aniens  ^'<'  regretted  e\c<Midin);ly  tJial  vitt  Und  permitted  you  to  le»v« 
us  until  llie  follow-ing  mnrning.     1  am  gliul,  however,  tli*t  your 
tour  bus  been  finii>hed  wiib  tb«  happy  sigbt  of  yoar  family  aS 
tcelL 

I  think  it  prubalilu  that  tlm  ooHcctor  of  Klarbjcdieail  (Mr.  Gorrr) 
has  be»rn  reuiyvt^  for  kt^ejuui;  \nivW  the  jmblir  inmiev-  He  i»  wiJ 
10  1)0  deficient  four  or  five  thousand  dtdlurn  ;  and  I  am  infortneil 
hit)  brother  IClbrid^  has  writteji  a  It^Lter  from  Caiultridge  to  the 
mcrchauts  in  M:trbleheud,  pro^MJsiiig  tliaL  Mty  »liuuld  wlv.iiice  by  iuil^ 
scriptioii  a  sutfideiii  sum  to  bolnnvo  his  brother's  ncoount  with  tliti 
Treut^ury.  uud  Intimating  Umt,  if  thi«  was  not  done,  he  (Klbri%e) 
Cfiuld  ijUtaiu  (or  him  a  new  apjioiritmcnt-*  Tlit  precise  faoto  will 
prolmldy  souii  fiuil  their  w»y  to  the  press.  It  U  worth  reinumber- 
iiiji  lliai  Jlr.  S-  K.  Gerry  wa»  »ppoitiled  by  TVashiiigfoii,  in  compli- 
Qiice  with  Uemorrfttic  snliiitiilion  rhirjly.  iC  nut  ioMjf.  I  roooUeeC 
well  llmt  iJiP  rival  cauditlnli-,  C'olouul  Justiua  Onie,  was  zealously 
supporU-d  and  strongly  rceommcndc-d  by  the  Fedenilisu.  Mr. 
Warren,  who  is  apimiutod  to  tiie  plax*  of  Gerry,  is  mid  tu  dcdine: 
be  thinks  liitiiBi-If  well  eiititletl  lo  u  (freater  reward  for  hU  «errices 
itnd  the  claims  he  iuhi>ritit  from  lioth  fatlictr  and  mother.  Tbe 
family,  I  believe,  oonnder  tliem»elves  aa  the  most  efficieot  aoti- 
Federalists.  Air.  lliller  hnn  l)t<eti  always  esteemed  a  good  officer 
ftiid  an  honc-4t  man.  Ilts  nfflce  ia  not  inkeo  from  him  for  uny  fault 
ill  his  diameter  or  couiUici ;  liiu  Colonel  Lee  wnuted  it  estreBM*ly, 
ami  tlie  <pjvfnimrnl  waiiti'cl  Ciiinuel  Loe's  support,  wbicli,  h«w> 
'ever,  is  not  powerful,  for  he  is  not  a  man  of  much  imlitiiral  iiilla- 
eitce  or  information.     He  was  an  officer  of  good  ruputxliuii  in  lh« 

"  [Query.  —  Is  not  Elbridge  survty  fur  Samud  Uiindl  Gerry  ^  —  G.  C] 
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snnv.  wliifrt)  he  lefl  in  1 778, 1  believe.  He  hiu  been  itn  industrl- 
011"!  mail  nii<l  yiK*"!  citizen  xince,  alw»v»  fi-i»»n<lly  lo  onler,  siid  wouM 
not  1i»Te  benn  arranged  on  the  tlni^hin  side  but  for  thi)  i«mplntion 
of  a  goud  uU'rv.  Hu  prupurly  w»s  vxhnusteii.  and  bis  family  very 
Iftrgtf.  I  uiidLTsland  \\c  has  vUitwl  th«  J'wk-ral  city  sinw;  ibc  rviga 
of  DcmocniL-y  aimmt^ici-d.  and  tbut  whwu  b«  rt'turnrd  it  wan  re- 
[Mjrtitd  by  his  cliiiitrun  Uut  ht;  wuuld  be  ajijKjiul«!d  to  the  otTtee  uf 
Mr.  liillur.'  Mr.  Tyng  wiin  uii(|ii«»tiuiiab]y  a  vii]ii;ihlu  ;iC4|uis)tioa 
to  the  ^vomrnvnU  and  hiu  been  so  conaidenMl  at  tbe  Treasury 
long  since  i\i<i  new  odiuiiiisUulioQ  begun  il«  career.  IJe  U  vritliout 
fftult  aa  an  o1tiiX!r.  and  in  llie  bif^hett  estimation  for  |irrtbiLy,  good 
BHDRe.  and  diguity.  As  a  turn,  all  parties  aL  Nuwbui-y|M>rC  lament 
bio  removal.  Your  Biiicere  friend, 

G.  Cjlbot. 

CXBOT  TO  WOLCOTT. 

BROORLrXR,  Oct  21,  laOS. 

Mr  DEAR  Sir, — t  cannot  but  approve  ilto  [utenttun  uf  your 
judicial  corps  to  unite  in  a  memorial  or  remonstrance  to  Congress.' 
Tbey  will  dnnbtlos*  prepare  ihfl  most  forHble  Hrgiiment  the  subject 
ftdmiu,  and  this  will  be  tbe  lew  diinniit  to  pprfortn  IxjrauR*  of  the 
ample  dimniKsiou  it  bat  already  ren^ived.  There  are  two  idoil 
wliiii-h  ongbt  to  Iw  urged  wilh  pt-rspii-uity.  In  justify  (»>mplctcl]r,  tn 
Me  minds  of  the  communift/,  UiIb  prucecdiiig  uf  tbc  judges.  Ouo  ia 
Ibiit  the  Constitution,  liuviug  ntnib'Tuil  juiiicial  (X>tnniiw>ion»  irroTO- 
cttblf,  exccjit  for  miKliebarior,  t-vidently  cunt''m[tlaU'd  a  resiftl»uca 
on  the  pan  of  ibe  judges  to  all  nttempts  to  remove  tliera  for  any 
otbirr  ciiuiu);  and  lbeM<furi-,  second,  if  the  judgui  abuiild  Aileutly 
a^uie»ce,  tbey  would  lie  Baid  by  one  pari,  of  the  nimuimiiry  tu  ^ulVO 
lamtdy  siirreuilered  a  iiiililic  triwt,  and  by  lln-  uthrr  ihcir  xileime 
would  be  constnied  into  un  acknorrlcdgmenl  that  their  rrmnval  vrae 


*  CoUeeuirof  SnU-m. 

1  This  refers  to  tlw  r«-|wnl  of  tin;  Jii'lkiar>-  Act  and  the  ntun1>cr  of 
]uil(;pi  thcrtrby  ik']>rl«<il  of  offlut'.  Tlii*  i»  iiwt  thi;  (ilftci-  |o  t-ou-r  itilu  n  dlii- 
niaaiiin  ax  tii  the  i'Xii»-<Iu'tiry  of  tlii'  ini-naiiri-  at  (iii*  p.trtirulnr  liin<> ;  liUt  it 
iniiyXic  Mid  thai  iiniliiD);  is  bcMcr  ftL-ttlol  than  Iho  ri|7lit  of  [liu  Lrtci«la(urc  to 
leKirtUle  nut  of  cxlulence  a  JiiOidal  bodr.  Not  many  year^  u^o,  ihU  waa 
il'jnv  in  MaMachiuvin  a«  Ifav  utily  nK'thud  of  irfontihnt  nn<.[  r«n>iu>l  I  luting 
tiie  bench  of  what  h  nnw  tlio  Siipcrinr  Court  Nevenhelcu,  it  L*  a  dAQg«r> 
Otu  exptHlienl,  anil  uat  juntiHablv  unljr  in  the  laat  rvaurL 
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OtfiiKEiiuLiorml.  U  itM-nUi  to  uio  iham  hUhis  iiuiy  txt  so  Htated  as  to 
makti  the  interfcrvuce  of  iLe  judyw  a  uiaiiUcst  duty.  Oiir  news- 
paper aootiunt  of  the  appointment  of  Stfphea  Croits  to  tlio  collcctor- 
ihip  was  erroaeoiia.  I  wa^  shocked  at  rondiiig  that  tliU  mtui.*  wbo 
vaB  early  dUptact^d  t>y  WiiAliin^Um  i'i>r  niiM^)iHlui:l,  »>li(>iild  !>« 
a^aia  plauud  iti  tlio  same  cillioe.  Bat  it  tiimg  out  bo  \k  Rtdpk 
Vmss  viiio  10  couimisfiiiitiMl,  —  a  mun  uiudi  biduvr  iSU-pbeti  in  rupo- 
tiitiun;  tride«),  Iim  trulli  or  inlv^rity  would  l>u  wry  IJttlcf  tniHtf.-'i  m 
tlic  part  of  Lliie  country  wht^rc  he  live&.  He  oiict;  held  lui  uffltM 
Qudur  Mr,  Collector  Tyug.  but  was  disouvcrwl  to  couiuvu  ui 
•fniijKl'ifi  or  |frncci«in;;  dooeit  in  the  weight  or  m(in«ure  of  diitieii 
goods:  and  for  tlii»  uiifaiilit'utnt.'.ii)  in  h\»  ollico  wa«  djfiplwt^l  liy 
Mr.  Tyng,  I  shall  not  b«  surfirUwl  if  tippi^intments  of  tliU  sort 
•hould  lie  followed  hy  deficiciiL-iirs  of  revenue.  The  Dentocral* 
will  be  favuri'd  or  allnvvctl  to  smit^i^lu;  and,  Nliould  tliia  be  per- 
ceived by  Uid  Ktnlbnilist^,  lh«y  will  not  euhmit  to  u  riiinuiiit  par- 
tiality. Youra  ftffepiionately,  G.  Cabot. 

*  [Stcplien  Orou  wu  oollector  prior  u»  Wlgslpsworth.  — G.  C] 

Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

BitooKLiKS,  Dw.  20. 1802. 
Mt  dear  FftmiND,  —  I  hav'ti  never  ri'flwt^td  uu  the  Bituntion 
and  duty  of  the?  jiid^'s  of  tliu  Suprvmi!  Court,  in  relation  to  the 
outrage  committed  by  Con^e^s  on  the  Cunstitulion.  Prc-suiuin^, 
Iiuwuver.  cliat  your  opinion  ie  correct  in  dm,  us  I  siu  uccu^toiuud 
to  think  it  in  every  thing  connected  with  our  affaira,  it  shows  bow 
little  dependence  there  Is,  pven  on  gofid  men.  to  Biippnri  our  sya- 
tem  of  policy  and  government.  The  aberruliou  of  Mr.  Adanu, 
icL  1798  or  17'.)'.).  hIiowk  the  «itine  thing;  and  his  strange  answer  to 
the  address  of  his  friends,  lately,  ehows  it  in  a  still  stronger  light.' 
It  id  no  very  extraonliuary  interpretation  of  hio  di»dMmer  tA 
ineaAures  not  Bpei-ifiiHl,  fhat  they  are  those  which  hU  irj>[i<ineiUt  rfu- 
like;  while  ttie  "eoniu"  and  "other"  meaKurL«,  fnr  wliieh  indirect 
apologies  are  offered,  imply  Lbitt  nnicli  li:is  \>wt\  wrung.  It  li 
apparent,  too,  thai  this  wrong  is  to  he  attributed  to  men  who  gav« 
to  him  and  his  admiuistration  the  most  elllcicnt  support. 

1  I  lake  this  to  rvfer  to  llic  noHM'cr  to  aa  tuIilrcflB  from  tlip  Eutiabltants  of 
Q(ilnc7,  in  1802.  ^-.'v  Wurkti  nt  Jolin  Ailnni*,  L  002.  TIlv  wlOivs»  is  gfveD 
ill  Juliii  A'liiDiti'K  Works,  but  not  llie  >n«wvr- 
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Iuiv«  ft  great  curioail;^  to  Me  th«  muiner  in  which  CongrcM 
will  treat  the  represoiiutioii  u(  your  oorpK.'  The  quotation  you 
furnUh  p]««8es  md,  becnuite  it  frKseuio  to  puhlic  view  n  motive 
vhich  oiiwht  m  govern,  and  which  every  man  who  has  a  head  or 
huori  ought  lo  aitprove. 

You  will  be  a  little  surprised  wh^n  you  learn  that  I  am  ahouE 
to  tixchuii^ju  t)io  Bucnu  which  you  juEtly  adiulru  fur  a  tuwu  lifVi; 
hut  it  ie  tiumrtuiiittil  Uiat  1  go  to  Uoetoii  aa  soou  aH  accomiu'udaliuijs 
rail  be  pn>vi<l«*]  thvra  and  my  |>lu(M  here  diitpo«ed  of.  I  ^h»ll 
nlwarn  Iw  as  rerluse  (is  I  can  be;  bui  I  have  not  thmif;ht  it  right 
to  Hlitil  u[)  :i  d.-tiii^hter  »ix  moiitlu  in  every  yi.>ar  in  t)w  f.-r)iititry, 
und  I  cannot  iiffoi-d  to  hold  my  (arm,  it  I  live  in  town.  My  other 
childreu.  Un>  {my  iiini  sons),  will  hu  wvaueU  from  ue,  and  I  frou 
tliem,  more  than  i»  recouciUbk-  to  my  natural  di»[>a«itioTi,  if  I  do 
Hot  lire  where  they  cim  see  me  withont  great  sacrifiws  of  time 
and  business.  But.  wherever  I  may  be  aud  however  circumstanced, 
I  bog  to  be  remembered  among  your  affuctionate  (rieailA,  and  to 
be  allowed  the  hope  of  hearing  fmm  you  olltm  aud  eeemg  you 
•goia.  Yours  faithfully,  G-  Cabot. 

^^^r  WOLCOTT  TO  CaUOT. 

W  UTeariGLD,  Fi-b.  7, 1603. 

■      Mr  iiKAB  Fkiksp,  —  T  thank  you  Rincerely  for  your  favor  of 
W  December  2Mih.      Tlie  change  of  reaideuce  which  you  mi>ditate 
will,  I  hope  and  believe,  aa  much  increase  your  ha|>pine(is  as  It 

tmuet  he  prodnetivu  of  advautagu  to  your  children ;  uud.  iu  tliis 
view,  the  moLive4i  of  your  rewlutioQ  are  certainly  projier,  and  will 
be  applauded  by  nil  yonr  ncijuaintAnce. 

The  enclosed  paper  will  inform  you  that  I  have  determine*!  ou  a 
fc  removal  to  Ntiw  York  inimodiiilely.  My  family  will  remalu  in  tho 
W  country  till  next  nutumn.  To  tlili  rJiauge  of  eituatimi  t  am  im- 
H  pellcd  by  a  kind  uf  nvcfssitt/.  1  have  bueii  contcnttHl  hwru  ;  but 
B  my  property  is  not  sulfK^iL^nt  to  enipluy  my  time,  or  to  fnminh  the 
V  menn«  of  eduatliiig  and  providing  for  my  family  na  1  wiiJi.  This 
Slate  famishes  do  employments  in  which  1  can  engage,  except 
those  of  a  public  natn^(^  and  with  thoM'.  I  have  ItecQ  satiated. 

'Ilie  lerma  un  which  I  liave  conduded  to  outer  U[kiu  a  now 
Career  of  active  business  are  benuficinl  and  as  safe  »»  jwissihle ;  and 

>  WulroR  wu  >i>iiotntc-d  Judge  of  the  second  olrcult  by  Prcddrat 
AilatBi. 
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Uie  gmdemen  .-uanociat^H  with  me  are  all  men  of  Ample  fnnanes 
■Dd  respeotabtlily.  Where  prior  enfragemfintu  and  connectioiw  do 
not  inierferfi,  I  hope  to  Pipcrienoc  the-  paErona^n  and  cncourago*! 
nifUl  of  lUy  iir(|iiniiiUiiii^.  Upoii  uiy  fnends,  and  upun  jnm  tn 
particular,  I  wi-sli  lu  iinjiose  tli«  tax  o(  rtscommt'uiiiiig  ni*  to  baai- 
ness,  OD  ttuilable  occjuioiis,  in  sui^  temu  u  pro]>riecy  and  justice 
will  permit. 

I  aoiused  myself,  a  few  weeks  ago,  in  some  observations  upoo 
thp  rfJalivc  dri^iimatanc^s  of  differanl  nections  of  the  UnitH  Statea, 
tliu  reiiiilt  iif  wbidi  I  Gciit  to  Mr.  Am«E,  ait  a  son  i>f  reply  to  aa 
interesting  Iwttwr  whirh  I  r«ceiv»>d  from  him.  This  letter  be  will 
show  yon.  It  bei^omcs  more  und  moro  c^'idcbt  that  a  criAia  is 
iuijjendiiij!.  It  i^  uio£l  probable  tiiat  wo  shall  sDon  bu  engu^t^'d  Ui 
a  war.  The  i<Uni  is  rapi'JIy  diffu^iiii]^  ninon^  lXiiu«K'rut«  Ibat  tlitt 
preapnt  ndminihtration  is  incompei*nt ;  but,  ihoiigli  Jc-fter*on  &,  Co. 
are  going  down,  no  riesirable  tutnticute  yet  appears  to  be  coming 
up.  Thit  Stall?  of  Neff  York,  in  the  onundlx  of  whi<'b  we  :ire 
miirti  int^^rtv^i^'d.  appears  to  me  to  be  divided  into  Statfl  pnrrif^,  by 
which  national  politics  are  but  little  regarded.  Governor  ClintOD 
is  the  oiily  man  living  who  can  preserve  tlic  Xt-xtX  iippt-uraun.'  of 
anion  among  the  facltons  into  whieh  ttie  present  miLJority  i«  divifled. 
Mr.  Burr  baM  a  considerable  popular  tullueii(.'e  with  i'  >  ' '  )j'lury 
cliUtHoa  o(  Bofjely  in  the  city  of  New  York  ;  but,  in  iIj.  -SVu.v,  no 
partif  can  roily  under  his  name.  \iU  fVienda  art*  numemne.  and 
ounstHt  of  acljvo,  subtle,  vigilant  spiritH,  who  are  able  to  "perplex 
mutnrest  coimciI»,"  and  who  plaix'  no  ooD^dence  iu  tbe  present 
syftteoi  of  our  cotmlr}-.  Theoc  men  am  unt  Fedcraliete,  and 
neither  expect  nor  wiab  the  Fe'leralistK  to  regain  power  or  infla- 
BDoe.  Against  a  ronimnn  foe,  they  are  however  occa«ionallj 
muted  with  the  FederalislK.  and  are  thus  able  to  aeatraltze  many 
of  ^  measures  of  tbe  Clintonians. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  your  affuutiutiato  friend, 

OtiTsK  Wotcorr. 

Cabot  to  Kixo. 

BoMOjt,  Jnlv  1,  Iflrtl 
Mr  TJBAR  Fbiesd,  —  We  hear  from  Now  York  that  Mr.   King 
is  arrived,  and  coutlriue  our  ucvounts  of  war.     Tlie  fir^t  gives  me 
an  unmini;1ed  pleasure,  the  last  excites  a  mixed  a«utJmeut  of  joy 
and  anxiety. 
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I  have  constantly  believed  that  the  struggle  between  Franco 
and  England  must  contiuue,  until  the  power  of  the  former  is  effect- 
ually abridge<l,  or  the  latter  falls.  You  can  judge  best  of  the 
issue ;  but,  after  every  allowance  for  the  immense  advantages  of 
force  on  the  side  of  France,  with  all  continental  Europe  at  her 
disposal,  and  the  wishes  of  all  the  fools  and  knaves  throughout  the 
universe  on  her  side,  I  entertain  great  hopes  and  confidence  in  the 
final  success  of  England.  She  has  means  and  motives  sufficient, 
which,  I  trust,  will  not  be  unavailing  for  want  of  talents  to  employ 
them. 

A  letter  from  Paris  of  the  13th  May  states  that,  previous  to  the 
departure  of  Lord  Whitworth,  a  despatch  from  Russia  had  been 
received,  which  announced  the  consent  of  Alexander  to  guarantee 
Malta  according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens,  and  that 
Marcott  dissuaded  Lord  Whitworth  as  much  as  he  could  from 
leaving  Paris.  This  intelligence  comes  from  Cassenove,  an  intimate 
of  Talleyrand,  and  therefore  may  be  true.  Cassenove  also  speaks 
of  Prussia  as  very  closely  connected  with  France.  If  all  this  is 
so,  England  exhibits  the  most  interesting  spectacle  which  my  im- 
agination can  conceive. 

The  cession  of  Louisiana  is  an  excellent  thing  for  France.  It  is 
like  selling  us  a  ship  after  she  is  surrounded  by  a  British  fleet  It 
puts  into  safe  keeping  what  she  could  not  keep  herself ;  for  Eng- 
land would  take  Louisiana  in  the  first  moment  of  war,  without 
the  loss  of  a  man.  France  would  neither  settle  it  nor  protest  it : 
she  is  therefore  rid  of  an  incumbrance  that  wounded  her  pride, 
receives  money,  and  regains  the  friendship  of  our  populace.  I 
pray  you  to  make  my  best  regards  acceptable  to  Mrs.  King.  I 
think  you  too  wise  to  seek  public  honors ;  and  I  hope  you  are  too 
patriotic  to  shun  them,  if  they  seek  you. 

Your  faithful  and  affectionate  friend,  George  Cabot. 

P.  S.  An  expression  which  I  well  remember  in  a  letter  from 
you,  after  your  visit  to  Paris,  leads  me  to  expect  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you  here.  I  know  nothing  of  the  objections  which  may 
exist  to  your  executing  such  an  intention;  and  I  can  assure  you 
it  would  give  infinite  pleasure  to  a  great  many  people  here,  and 
especially  to  me. 
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Cabot  to  King. 

BoMOs,  Jnlyft,  1803. 

Mt  drab  Siii,  —  T  receive*!  from  you,  at  the  beginning  of  tJiit 
w«t;k.  the  (iwlaratiou  uf  ihe  British  government  niiil  Uieir  corre- 
6|>oii(](.-iicc  wirh  ri-aiice  ;  and  I  lakti  great  iileasure  in  observing  thai 
GO  much  <li;pitty  and  lirmnosA  as  wdl  as  mnderation  ha%'o  been  (]is> 
}j|ii,vud  hy  ihc  liriliah  wiiiislry.  Had  1  Ititciwn  tins  eecreie,  bow- 
ever,  I  ftlioiiM  havti  treiiiUtrd  lirst  MkIIjl  xlitiuld  h&vu  been  ^v«n  up, 
which  would  hiive  ln?«n  of  more  cousequence  than  all  ilie  oth«r  coa-i 
queitttof  Great  Dritain  and  tneiUy  sail  of  th«  line  beside.  Malta  it- 
the  spot  inlendfd  5y  Prottidence  far  Greftt  Bnlain,  to  enable  her  to 
cover  l'')^]il.  the  Levant  and  Adriatic,  to  wateh  Tiiulon  and  over- 
awe ihe  wliolv  Me«litemtiicau.  Xutbiug  should  tvmpt  Great  Brltaia 
to  yield  it  to  I'raiK*.  while  France  reiniiins  no  furiiiiduhle. 

You  give  Qie  uo  eoiije^lurea  on  the  manner  in  which  ihc  rupture 
M-i)l  be  treateil  by  the  o)i|M>><itioii.  Should  they  in  the  true  spiril 
t)i  factinn  clamor  againu  the  war,  au'i  pn^tend  that  the  p^aee  migiit 
have  been  maiuloined  with  honor  and  safety,  It  wit]  be  a  dlfficnlt 
task  for  mioJ^terH  to  carry  uu  the  war  with  that  spirit  and  energfj 
which  its  dongcr*  demand,  liut  should  the  opposition  (contrary 
to  uaiurul  expectation)  admit  the  uccessity  uf  the  war  niid  uf  a 
coEitiiiuiil  exertion,  till  the  power  of  Krauce  is  in  some  ^^fi 
abridged.  I  should  not  diniliL  of  u  successful  i^sue.  The  Engliall 
posoeas  means  enough  ;  but,  to  use  them,  they  mu^t  resort  Ki  iinpaJa* 
(able  measures,  and  these  can  hardly  bo  exerted  againat  a  powerful 

OppOSttloD. 

Oar  Jacubins  here  ahesiily  iudulgw  thuir  French  feelings. 
They  allow  thnc  the  success  of  Bnglaud,  at  tca^t  in  defending  her* 
he[t,  is  uecessory  to  keep  Prance  from  troubling  ua;  yet,  6ueh  is 
their  profligacy  and  their  hatred,  that  they  rather  would  H«k  the 
lilierty  uf  our  cituntry  tlutu  sue  the  English  beat  the  French. 

I  \kht  very  seldom  lately  from  our  friend  Hamilton,  whom  you 
^now  I  love  excessirrl^.  When  you  see  him,  I  pray  you  tender 
him  my  nffeciionate  regoriis,  and  believe  me  ever,  with  aiucers 
attachment, 

Tour  fiutbful  Georob  Cabot. 
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Cabot  to  Gore. 

Bo8Toy,  Not.  15, 1803. 

Mt  dear  Sir,  —  All  our  attention  ia  again  engrossed  by  the 
struggle  on  your  side  the  ocean,  nhich  must  tenninate,  at  last,  in 
the  establishment  of  universal  empire  or  the  reduction  of  France 
to  its  ancient  limits.  I  am  still  a  believer  that  the  latter  will  be 
the  issue,  and  that  the  Bourbons  will  resume  the  government  of 
that  turbulent  nation.  It  is  said  that  we  talk  more  of  the  invasion 
than  you  do,  which  is  very  possible.  ]VIy  own  opinion  has  been 
invariable  that  it  would  be  happy  for  England,  and  for  the  whole 
world,  that  this  desperate  attempt  should  be  seriously  made ;  but 
I  have  never  for  a  moment  thought  it  would  be  made,  and  it  is  not 
difficult  to  conceive  of  sufficient  reasons  for  all  the  menaces  and 
preparations,  nor  the  various  modes  in  which  they  may  eventnate 
without  a  serious  attempt  to  conquer  England  and  overthrow  its 
government. 

We  proceed  here  democratically  and  quietly,  all  the  noisy 
having  th^r  mouths  stopped  by  loaves  and  fishes,  or  in  immediate 
expectation  of  them. 

Tour  faithful  and  affectionate  friend,  George  Cabot. 


Cabot  to  Pickering. 

Bosios,  Dec.  10, 1803. 

Mt  dear  Sir,  —  I  had  just  finished  the  reading  of  your  speech 
on  the  Louisiana  bill,  when  your  letter  of  the  28th  was  put  into 
my  band.  I  am  greatly  pleased  with  both ;  and  although  I  have 
other  objections  to  the  treaty  than  those  you  have  urged,  yet  I  am 
sensible  yours  are  more  indisputable  and  much  the  most  proper  to 
be  offered  in  a  public  debate.  In  a  word,  I  think  the  title  to  this 
great  province  was  to  be  tried  in  the  great  court-martial  now 
sitting  in  Europe.  If  France  can  maintain  her  predominancy,  she 
will  through  Spain  do  what  she  pleases ;  and  if  she  is  beaten,  as  I 
think  she  will  be,  her  cession  is  not  worth  the  money,  for  she 
could  never  in  that  case  have  settled  it  or  disturbed  our  navigation. 

I  am  not  suprised,  though  I  am  mortified,  to  see  your  colleague  ^ 
assisting  to  accommodate  the  Constitution  to  the  views  of  the  party 

1  John  QuJncy  Adams.  He  and  Fivkering  were  at  tliia  time  •enaton  from 
UaasachuMttJ. 
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in  powiT.  when  it  Is  no  olnmuB  tJiiil  flii?  tiiflnnnrp  of  our  part  of 
the  Uiiioii  must  tie  diiuiuiotu-il  bv  tin-  Eit^juitiiliuii  of  mort  m.-iglil  at 
llie  otln?r  tiJtlpemiiy.  I  tlilrik.  however,  a  ])3pcr  coiiatitutiou  too 
feeble  a  Iwrrier  to  oUtrucC  a  Ij'iumjitiniil  majority  in  iticir  tx>ur«c, 
aiid  I  fthould  exiwct  to  nae  any  all«i-Hli<m  wliich  itiey  rKf|uire  to  be 
madi;. 

I  du  not  tltink  yoM  ovurratu  lAj  indatenee,  which  yoa  civilly  cnll 
"tratumillity ;"  liut  I  Iwg  you  to  uii(l«r»taiiit  thiit  lam  Dut'*  dis- 
turbed" by  reading  the  lotigest  letters  my  itMlustrious  friends  WAf 
imve  the  goodness  nt  auy  time  to  writo.  1  luv«  t<)  huur.  tg  reodt 
ftiid  to  think  (if  m>l  dfH^jiIy),  and  I  love  to  ronv«>rM%  litil  I  confci 
1  am  too  liticy  to  wi-itt*  a»  much  aa  my  fritjiidfl  would  have  goudi 
right«  to  require;  and  on  thiB  aocouot,  a«  well  as  some  olben,  I 
am  always  Ukcly  (o  ho  t,o  great  a  deliiiqueiit  that  t  mtiftt  prove  as 
uiinnrdiy  curn'ttpcrKloiiL  to  uny  flfii^ible.  punci.unl  nuui.  Thoro  ia 
Ktnuv  ni.-t.-<>iiEtt  ill  tliit  ihiyV  "  LViitinel  "  of  Mr.  Aditmt's  motioD,  &C. 
I  know  not  fnim  whenn;  it  comes. 

Our  Dewspa|)ers  will  givu  yuu  oM  the  foreign  news,  say  from 
Etiglnnd,  late-  in   October.     Vou  witl  plcaiw  to  rem>L-iiilH.-r  that  I 
have  uuifonuly  discredited  tlii;  Merious  iuvusion  of  Kugliuid.     I 
leani  nothing  which  ought  to  chnage  my  opinion,  but  my  wtBhea 
ftrp  stronger  than  ever  that  I  may  bft  wrong.     A  fterioUH  attempt 
would  Imi  fatal  to  Buuuapiirte.  nnd  wunhl  prohaUr  change  thn  f»ce 
of  all  the  reitl  of   ICurope  for  the  better.     I  know  there  are  tnaojJ 
military  mt>n  who  enterlnin  different  views,  but  Iti  this  caae  ibftl 
iseuo  will  not,  or  at  least  certainly  ought  not  lo,  depend  ou  a  hatU« 
or  the  akitfulnnM  of  a  general.     The  defence  of  England  may 
made  certain,  and  no  Mnrlborongh  among  them.     Divisions  of  otisl 
to  twenty  thousand  men  will  be  conducted  by  oa  brave  olIiecrB  usj 
auy  in  the  world,  and  new  ones  uUl  be  formed  faster  ihuu  old 
ones  di-JitmyriL     If  it  wer»  to  happen,  therefore,  oontrarr  to  all 
bumau  expeeluticms,  that  ihe  whole  French  force,  say  two  or  three 
hundred  thon^and  men,  were  to  laud,  I  have  not  [ho  .HDiaUeal  doubt 
they  would  be  jinollif  exterminated.     But  I  do  not  yel  find  that 
any  force  Js  ]>repiiretl  cajiiiUe  of  lienting  the  English  UotUlas  uuli 
nmuH  craft  with  whic?h  they  abound.     Putting  the  navy  of  hotftl 
counlrie.'t  out  of  ihu  (piestlon,  so  far  as  from  frigates  upward,  niid  I 
think  there  is  no  naval  force  on   the  French  coA«t  capable  of  fight- 
ing  their  way  to  tho  English  ebore.      Irelaikd  may  possibly  ba 
attacked  by  twenty  tbuusand  men,  which  ia  a  peculiarly  bivoraUaj 
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uent  may  rscapB  frnin  Rrest  ami  othur  porta  in  mpn-of-warj 
IkiI,  tbuugli  tliis  wuuli]  he  Iraublvsome,  it  WQultl  not  l>e  fata],  and 
8}ioiild  uot  jtnnn  &*  a  thing  worthy  iho  motininin's  lahor. 

Vour  kiiiMiuiii.  31r.  S.  WilliaiiiH,  I  utiilLT»iiit»l,  ^vl-h  liiit  opluinn 
on  the  lt;W  of  Octol»fr,  that  ^[wiii  will  be  ilni\rn  iiito  ibe  war.  I 
teur  it,  hut  hopr  it  wiEl  lie  avniilnl. 

Yotir  faitliful  and  affvctiuiwCu  friend,         Geuuoje  Cabot. 


PiCKEKiHO  TO  Cabot. 

CiTT  OP  WAsnisaros.  Jan.  4.  l&M. 
Mr  DEAB  StR,  —  I  know  that  the  aiiud  which  doca  not  find 
conAoUtion  tn  itA  nwti  retlcetiona  cannot  (krivo  il  frrmi  any  fomign 
source.  Kvon  the  Rympnthy  of  a  frietnl,  whiht  it  fia>i>th('^  niay 
caose  the  wound  uiliicle^I  by  death  to  blcinl  atxceb.  1  k-aru  that 
you  have  \a«t  a  son,  amiable  and  of  great  promise.  For  hi« 
parents'  saku,  and  for  R»cicty.  I  lament  it.  It  remiii^ls  me  of  my 
own  bereavHmt^iitH,  atirl  rvnew^  my  tear*.  Twir«  il  ban  pleaded 
God  to  lay  ht>nvily  hi^  luiiul  npon  me.  and  ui  tsikn  uway  chn  objeets 
of  my  teudur  affvction  aud  of  my  bust  hopes.  Thi;  lnysv  of  80vea 
and  of  l«n  years  baa  not  removed  my  afBiction.  Ordinary  dentha^ 
indcedt  poss  by  u  common  tJiings.  Il  Is  the  like  aHliction  of  a 
^JHaut  wlUch  exoitt's  my  grief  aucw.  Aeoepl  the  tribute  of  a  tear 
for  your*. 

Bnt  we  do  not  grieve  as  those  who  have  no  hope.  We  look 
forward  to  »  brighter  and  a  happier  worhl,  where  sorrow  ehall 
ooau,  "and  whore  all  tears  shall  he  wiped  away  from  our  eyta." 
How  blest  am  ihey  wlio  eulertaiu  bucIi  hope«l  How  wretched 
tliu«e  (like  tiuml>er0  ixiund  mo  here)  whose  views  extend  not  be- 
yond the  grave,  and  whose  beat  rehige  ia  ariniliihition  t  In  the 
'midfit  of  my  painful  recollections,  I  sometimee  check  myself,  and 
[•ak,  Is  il  for  my  cftildrfH,  or  for  miftei/,  tbitt  my  leare  start 
.'■fresh?  I  have  fonnd  my  griL-f  too  ftcllish.  1  looked  to  ihem  for 
coufort  and  joy  in  my  advancing  yeorv :  they  were  iiidoerl  "  very 
pleasant  to  me."  UnL  "lliey  have  been  taken  from  tlic  evil  to 
come."  Tlie  events  of  every  day  ser^-e  to  abate  the  desire  of  life, 
to  point  our  attention  to  a  life  to  come,  and  to  ehvck  nil  other 
anxieties  than  to  pursue  the  moans  of  obtaining  it.  determined, 
however,  lo  wail  "all  the  days  of  our  uppuinled  time,  till  our 
change  come ; "  in  llie  mean  while  bearing  with  Christian  forlitudo 
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tbe  aflltctton*  iiiNcpanMt-  rrrno  liiiiiiuiiiiy.  &iimnj;  to  ftilfil  every 
duty,  enjoying  the  ^uinl  wliicK  ProvitLunoo  bvston'B,  auil  antici- 
paijtig  tilt-  ii<!V«r-on(liiig  happiness  which  h  llie  object  of  the  Ituth 
and  uf  th«  hope  of  evorj'  virtuooe  and  piuus  froiil. 

To  yonr  excellent  wife  &*  well  as  to  you  I  addrcus  tbeite  Aemti- 
tneuts,  atid  lo  both  exjire^e  dij  uooere  attuchiiieui  uuil  csteeiu. 

Adieu.  TiMOTUT  Picki:riko. 


Cabot  to  PicKKBiyo. 

BosTO!!.  Jan,  10,  ISM. 

Mt  dkar  Sir.  —  The  lots  of  a  son.'  whom  I  loved  too  well  lo 
jiart  with,  hfis  su  uUorbed  my  tbotijjhu  llmt.  had  I  l)u«u  as  (aittiful 
in  tuy  e<>rrf»|ioiii]enc«  as  t  am  in  my  feelings  of  frieiKlxliip.  I  could 
not  until  this  moiiipnt  have  acltnowledged  sorenU  farora  vhidi 
I  liRve  rt'teived  from  you. 

The  papers  you  have  senl,  nnd  especially  the  masterly  speech 
of  Mr.  Tnicy.  dJKpluy  the  »uhjeit  of  the  Prc^iideitlial  election  much 
inon;  Hiiiply  th:tii  had  lieen  done  Iiefore  ;  ami,  if  parly  principle* 
Were  not  fllrnnpT  ihaii  Slate  ji-alouBies.  lliu  small  StateH  would 
nssiireilly  rehiHt  llie  itiiiovuiiuti.  I  am  tuM  that  your  colleague 
vindicates  ihe  part  he  ejirly  iwjk  liy  n-ftrring  to  tlie  former  opin- 
ion mul  iiisiniciion  of  MassaehuHelts :  Imt  surely,  if  it  were  even 
iwtmilied  that  in  tlie  abstract  tlio  amendment  were  better  thuo  th« 
Constitution,  we  wuuUI  not  be  so  far  the  "dupes  of  our  ot 
virtues  "as  to  subserve  the  pernicious  desij^s  of  our  opponeiiUil 
Tlii*  we  should  certainly  do  by  agreeing  to  chan(;o  the  ronsUln- 
tional  tnoile  of  ejection  in  the  mannr^r  proposed  und  at  tJiin  junc- 
tare  o£  time.  1  confess  I  was  once  desiro'is  of  a  change  of  the 
kind  now  contemplfited,  bpiicvin^  it  nn  indispensable  means  at 
preserving  the  government  in  good  hands,  and  the  country  from 
Ihe  fuugs  of  KrHUce;  but  wo  failed.  Our  opponeuts  itow  wish 
same  thing  for  purjioses  ihey  approve,  but  which  we  think  dislion- 
orable  and  ruiuous.  tihuU  we  be  »o  weak  as  lo  pronioto  in  this 
manner  the  viewii  and  perpetuate  llie  power  of  thof>e  in  whom  wa 
otnnot  conlidt;  ?  I  am  sure  tli«y  M-i!t  lei^eii  their  respect  for  ue,  if 
we  do.  Your  constant  and  nfftfctionaLe  frienil, 

Gkobob  Cabot. 
1  8wp.3D3. 
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CkBOT  TO  PlCECniNO. 

Bmtox.  ,Tin.  H,  1«M. 
Mr  DEAR  Sir,  —  Thf?  gnnpnitis  Rvmpiilhy  and  just  EniiltniRiiUi 
of  oODBolatioD  cxprvescd  ui  yuur  letter  to  Mrs.  Csbot  an<l  me,  fttitl 
whirh  (riemlship  alone  could  inspire,  iiffcrt  us  most  senftihly  ;  nnd, 
Trhilc  for  a  moment  they  revive  the  keenness  of  our  sorrowa,  iliey 
lend  |iermanenlly  to  bliint  their  e*1ge.  We  have  lo»t  a  vliiUl 
dcflcrvMIr  dear  to  as,  but  in  the  midat  of  our  sufferings  w«  do  not 
forgi-t  tbat  Lu  nho  seemed  to  live  ouly  for  tbc  hniipiiiL'ss  of  oUien 
mny  have  dU'il  to  be  hnjtpy  himself.  Mm,  Cnbot  hegu  that  with 
mine  you  will  aco^-pi  ilm  ussunuioe  of  her  grateful  and  eiucure 
eslAeni  and  attacJimeiit. 

Your  ever  fnithhil  friend,  GconOE  Cabot. 


PiCKERnia  TO  Cabot. 

CiTv  or  Wasuixotok,  Jsn.  20,  ISM. 
SCAB  Sir, —  A  fri<md  of  mine  in  Pennitylvatii!t,'in  nn^wer- 
ing  a  letter,  lately  MkcJ  mv,  "  Is  not  a  great  dcnl  of  our  chagrin 
(bunded  oii  purfloiiiil  di-tliko*,  tine  pn'ili?  of  npiniun,  and  thu  tnorti- 
fioAtioQ  of  disappointment?"  I  replied,  or  to  speak  correctly, 
T  prepared  the  following  reply.  But  when  I  bad  finished,  perceiv- 
ing the  itentimcnis  too  itroiig  for  the  latitude  of  Pcnusylvania, 
and  porhaiK  for  lite  uervee  of  my  (rieud,  1  changed  lUo  form, 
aiid  now  aiMrem  tliein  to  you. 

To  lbo»e  quevtioDfi,  perhaps  to  a  (.'ertaia  degree,  an  affirmative 
answer  may  b«  given.  I  huvu  inun>  than  ouce  asked  myself,  for 
what  are  wo  Mroj^ling  ?  Our  lands  yield  their  increuM;,  our 
oommeroe  flourishes,  we  are  biiildint;  hoiis«8,  "are  raiirryiiig  and 
given  iu  marriage."  yd  wo  are  diHaatinlird :  not  lieaiuite  we  envy 
ibe  men  io  olBcc,  —  to  muel  of  us  n  private  lift!  ih  most  desirable. 
'file  FedemtitiL«  are  duMitiiified,  li«H;aii««;  llitry  twt)  the  public  morals 
deliawHl  by  the  raimipt  and  norrupting  avfltem  of  our  rule nt.  Ulen 
are  templed  u>  become  apOHtaleft.  nut  to  Fedtirali^m  merely,  but 
to  virtue  and  to  religion  and  to  gooil  government.  Apostasy  luid 
original  depravity  are  the  quAliflcationa  for  official  honont  and 
emolaments,  while  men  of  sterling  wonh  are  dinptaced  and  held 
np  to  popular  caut^^mpt  and  bcom.  <V»d  shall  we  ait  atUl,  until 
1  Jiiift  Vmtm. 
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this  syslPtn  Bh-ill  nnivcrsally  triumph  ?  until  pven  in  the  Kiutteni 
States  thtf  principles  of  guiiuiiie  FdJeralJsiu  sliall  be  ovL-r«heInw«i?' 
Mr.  iTtfftTson'^  plnii  of  'k-^cniciioii  hu:(  Ix^n  gruilually  ndvnnciiig. 
If  U  oiioe  he  had  removed  from  office  lUI  the  Federal tM^.  ami  given 
to  lliv  [icopEe  HuoJi  iulifttitut^a  aa  v,e  geii»rally  sc-c,  t-vcn  hi«  fol- 
lowtTH  (L  mcitn  the  iiuim)  would  tiuve  lK;cn  bhoekcd.  He  it  &tUl 
milking  pro^eH^  in  the  Nnnie  cfniriie;  anil  he  lias  tlie  cit-dit  of  Wing 
the  rpjil  (louree  of  all  the  innovations  which  thrcfltcn  the  suhver- 
Muii  of  the  CouHlituliuii.  auU  thu  pruslniUMU  of  cvury  harrier  erectM 
by  it  for  the  protection  of  the  ^«/,  nml  therefore  to  him  the  moiil| 
obnoxious,  part  of  the  eotnmuniiy.  Ilix  infllnitneniH  mnnife^l  teni* 
pers  BO  in.ilijitiant,  so  inexorable,  an  convince  obnerving  KeilerofUt* 
Ifaiit  the  mild  mnnnent  and  hiibits  of  our  countryinea  aro  the  only 
eecuriiy  agniiist  their  extreme  veitgeauoe.  How  long  we  shall 
enjny  evi^ji  ttiij<  )«r^urity,  Goil  only  known.  And  inuftt  we  witb' 
fnlderl  hand»  wait  the  result,  or  tiuK-Iy  think  of  other  protMtinn? 
This  13  a  delicatu  Bubject.  The  prim-iples  of  our  Kevolulioii  point 
to  the  remedy,  —  a  aeparniion.  That  this  can  be  aocmnplished, 
and  without  spilling  one  drop  of  blood,  1  Imvv  little  doubt.  One 
thing  I  know,  that  the  rnpid  progrewi  of  innoration,  of  corruption, 
of  op|]rc8sioii,  forces  the  idea  upon  many  a  reflecring  mind.  Indttd, 
we  lire  not  uneasy  because  "unplaced."  But  we  look  with  dread 
on  the  nltitnabe  iMue.  —  an  issue  not  rtimou.',  uqIcm  some  new  and 
cxtruordiuary  obstacle  be  oppo»ed,  aod  that  speedily :  for  jiuper 
coustilutioiis  are  become  as  clay  in  the  hands  of  the  potter.  The 
people  of  the  Eant  cAnnot  reconcile  their  hiibhs,  view#t.  and  inttr- 
e8t«  with  IIioBe  of  the  South  and  West-  The  latter  are  be^uiug 
to  rule  with  a  rod  of  iron.  When  not  conrenient  to  riolate  the 
Coiisiimiion,  it  diuhi  tte  ultereil;  and  it  will  be  made  m  awiime 
any  shape  as  an  injtirument  to  cniith  the  Kederalislf.  The  itid<.'~ 
ppnilcuL'e  of  the  jtidges  is  now  directly  aflHailed,  and  (he  majority 
tuv  either  so  blind  or  so  well  truiucd  that  it  will  most  undoubtedly 
bo  destroyed.  Independcnily  of  specific  charges,  as  ground  of 
impeauhDieDt,  John  Randolph,  I  am  informed,  avows  tliis  doctriae: 
that  the  clause  iu  the  Conslitnlion  granting  to  (he  judges  Uicir 
ofHces  during  ;on<f  behavior  was  intended  merely  to  guard  them 
ft^Dst sHveujiW  remofait,  and  not  at  all  to  restnuu  the  two  Hoosevi 
of  Congrua,  on  whoso  rcprcsentution  the  President  ought  lo 
more  lh«iu !  We  should  really  be  lufer  wiiliout  any  conAU'lution. 
tor  then  oppreasire  acts  might  ezcit«  public  att«nUoa ;  but  while 
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the  popitlnr  tymnta  shelter  themsetTPfl  nnder  the  forms  or  the 
iiame  of  the  Coustiltitiou,  turluivd  aiul  iulerprutud  lo  suit  their 
views,  the  pen|>le  will  not  l«.-   alsini»eii. 

By  tlio  Phibiili-l|)hiA  (inpeni,  [  »vl'  tliut  (lie  Suiirvnui  Court  juiIgOR 
of  I'eniisylvama  ntv  to  be  hurled  from  ttwir  stfald  on  tbv  pretvnve 
that,  in  f>iiiiishin^  opp  Thomas  Piwfimore  for  a  contempt,  they  urtwl 
illejpin_y  and  tyraiinirally.  I  presume  tli&t  ShJppei),  Y«tt*»,  *ii<i 
Smith  nre  to  be  rumox-c-d  by  the  fJuvpnmr,  on  the  reprt-M-ntatii'il 
of  the  L^'pslfltnre.  Ami  irhen  Htu-h  grounrla  an?  talii^D,  in  the 
□ntional  siid  State  Legululurea,  to  desli-oy  Lliu  rights  of  the  juil>;i.-s, 
whoAe  rifrht*  rtin  be  safr*?  Why  destroy  lArm,  \in\cnA  a*  lln-  jire- 
Inde  to  the  ileslructiou  of  every  iiitliieiilial  K«*<lt'raii8l,  aud  of  every 
aftn  of  considerable  projierty,  who  is  not  of  the  rvigning  seel  ? 
New  judi^r^.  of  charBolx^rs  and  tempers  auited  to  the  ohJMt.  wilt  he 
tlie  seli-ctitd  miiiistent  of  venj^eaiice.  I  am  not  wilHtig  to  be  t^iu'ri- 
(iced  by  such  p>(niiar  tyrants.  Sty  liffi  i*  not  worth  much,  but,  if 
it  muBt  h«  ofli-red  np^  let  it  rather  hi>  in  the  hnpe  of  nblaininj^  n 
more  stubit*  govemmenU  ai>d«r  which  my  childri>n.  At  lensl,  muy 
e-»joy  freedom  with  wTurily.  Some  Coniieetienl  gL'ntlcnK-n  <and 
they  are  all  well  informed  and  diHere<'l)  axsure  me  that,  if  the  lead- 
ing  DemooTils  in  that  Siate  were  to  get  the  upjier  hand  (which 
wnnld  be  followc/l  by  a  mdieal  ohanpi  in  th^lr  unien'ftfii  ronstiln- 
tiuu).  they  ehoald  not  thiiik  themselves  safe,  either  in  p'r^tm  or 
pro[«-rty,  and  wouM  therefore  immediiilety  quit  ihe  Stale.  I  do 
nnt  believe  in  llie  prortienhiliiy  of  a  ]niii;-4V)Ti tinned  uiiioti.  A 
Northern  confederacy  wonld  unite  congenial  characters,  and  present 
a  fairer  prospect  of  public  happine«g :  while  the  Southern  Stnlea, 
having  a  similarity  of  habits,  nit^liL  he  left  "to  manage  their  nwn 
affairn  in  iheir  own  way."  If  a  M^paration  wern  to  lake  platre,  onr 
mutual  wants  would  n'tider  a  friendly  and  commercial  interconrse 
mevitable.  'Hie  Southeni  State*  would  rcKjinre  the  naval  protec- 
tion of  thft  Northern  Union,  and  the  prodiiels  of  the  former  wfmld 
be  important  to  the  navigation  mid  commerce  of  tho  Intler,  I  !)«. 
lieve,  iiidet-<l,  that,  if  a  Xorlbeni  confederacy  were  ftirniing,  oiir 
Southern  hn-thren  would  be  seriously  fllnrm4-<l,  and  probably  abaD- 
doQ  tbeir  virulent  meosureB.  But  T  greatly  doubt  whether  prudeuc« 
ahould  sufTer  the  conneelinn  to  contimiP  much  longer.  They  are 
so  devoted  to  their  chief,  and  he  Ih  so  necessary  to  accorapliuli  tlieir 
plans  of  miftFule  and  opprextion,  that  as  lliey  buve  prnjecteil  ao 
alteration  of  the  ConstJtntiou  lo  secnre  his  next  electloD,  with  a  eon> 
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tiiiufr]  [>rpi)nii<1eninoe  of  their  jisrtj-,  so  it  wwiH  uol  imr]iriiM>  ttin, 
wt-re  ihcy,  sfMin  utter  hit  next  eleciion.  In  chno8i<  him  Pii-iidHiit  fur 
Itfr-.  I  am  odsunM]  that  wme  of  bis  blind  worshippers  in  !>oath 
Carolinti  hare  stArtcd  the  idea. 

But  irhen  luiO  ftviP  h  a  scpnratiun  to  Itc  cflccted?  If.  u  maaj 
think.  Federalism  (iiy  which  I  iiifmi  iIih  trnttd  [iriiidi»lff»  of  gnvem- 
meiiL  appUifl  t*i  a  fpdRnite  rppnhlif!, — -prinriplpa  whirh  nrr  founded 
ia  justice,  tu  mmcd  moralii,  and  vtiigiimf  and  whom;  ohjeci  is  the 
Mcurtly  of  life,  liberty,  and  property  ugainsi  popular  delonion.  iiijoa- 
doo,  and  tyranny),  if.  I  nay.  Federulisiu  i&  crumhUng  away  id  New 
Kuglnnd.  ibere  is  no  lituc-  to  \x  lo^t,  k-ei  it  elioiiifl  be  over w helloed, 
and  l>fi-oiiie  iinablot  to  attt^mpt  itJi  on-n  relief.  ItA  last  twinge  ia 
New  Englanfl,  and  imtneiliuUi  ex«rtioa,  perhapOt  its  only  hope.  It 
must  be^in  ul  Mass achiue ltd.  Tim  projKwition  would  be  welcomed 
in  Conncrcticiit ;  and  could  we  <loul>t  of  New  Hampshire?  But 
New  York  must  be  »8sodatefl ;  and  how  ia  her  concuireiioe  to  be 
obtained?  She.  muxt  he  mada  the  cenlro  of  the  poiifederaey.  Ver- 
mont and  New  Jersey  would  ftvllow  of  course,  and  Khodo  Island  of 
Deoossity.  Who  can  l»e  consulted,  and  who  will  take  the  leaf!? J 
The  Le}{i»htlures  of  Ma^sachueetu  and  CotinecUcut  meet  ia  May^i 
and  of  New  Ham]>«hire  in  tlie  same  month  or  in  Jane.  The  iub- 
juct  has  engaged  the  contemplfttioti  of  uiauy.  Tbo  Connecticut 
^iitleinen  have-  fterioimly  iriFditatei]  tipon  it.  We  soppOM  tiM 
llritinh  [irovineett  in  Camulu  and  Nora  Scoti»,  at  im  remote  perioi^i 
perhapH  without  delay,  and  with  ihe  asaeiit  of  Great  Britain,  nis^* 
beoome  members  of  the  Nopthcrn  league  Certainly  thai  goTcm- 
inent  <'wi  feel  only  diHguat  at  our  jirenent  rulers.  She  will  he 
jileiifleil  to  see  them  crestfallen.  She  will  not  regret  the  propnsed 
dinsion  of  empire.  If  with  their  own  consent  she  reli]]((uishcs 
proviucvB,  iihe  will  he  rid  of  tlie  char^  of  mahilaining  them,  wbila 
Bhe  will  derive  from  M*'m,  an  she  dt>e«  fr<im  tit,  all  the  cominenrial 
returns  which  her  mei-ehanM  now  nreeive.  A  liberal  tJM'aty  of 
amity  and  nimnifre*'  will  form  a  bond  of  uniou  between  Ureat 
Briuin  and  the  Northern  ntnfederary  highly  useful  to  both. 

Are  chew  idean  viHionary  or  imprartirnble  ?  Do  they  not  meift 
OonsideratioQ?  If  thi-y  do,  let  me  know,  in  nucli  way  as  yoo  deem 
expedient,  what  you  think.  Tnu^y '  has  written  to  fteveral  of  hit 
BMNt  distinguished  friends  in  Counticticat,  aud  may  soon  reoein 


1  Uriah  Tracy,  senator  from  CoDUBCticat. 


1801-6.]  COBEESPONDENCE.  841 

their  answers.  R.  Griswold,'  examining  the  finances,  has  found 
that  the  States  above  mentioned,  to  be  embraced  by  the  Northern 
confederacy,  now  pay  as  much  (or  more)  of  the  public  revenues  as 
would  discharge  their  share  of  the  public  debts  due  those  States  and 
abroad,  leaving  out  the  millions  given  for  Louisiana. 

Perhaps  a  crisis  may  occur  to  mark  the  moment  for  decisive 
measures.  Perhaps  the  violation  of  the  Constitution  in  the  arbi- 
trary removal  of  the  judges  may  hasten  such  a  criais.  The  signal, 
a  bold  but  safe  step  by  members  of  Congress. 

I  am,  &c.,  T.  PiCKERiNO. 

Cabot  to  Pickering. 

Feb.  14, 1804. 
Mt  dear  Sir,  —  I  have  read  with  great  interest  your  letter  of 
the  3d.^  The  Eubject  is  as  important  as  it  is  delicate,  and  has  often 
occupied  my  thoughts.  All  the  evils  you  describe  and  many  more 
are  to  be  apprehended ;  but  I  greatly  fear  that  a  separation  would 
be  no  remedy,  became  the  tource  of  them  ii  in  the  political  theories 
of  OUT  country  and  in  ourselves.  A  separation  at  some  period  not 
very  remote  may  probably  take  place.  The  first  impression  of  it 
is  even  now  favorably  received  by  many ;  but  I  cannot  flatter  my- 
self with  the  eipectation  of  essential  good  to  proceed  from  it,  while 
we  retain  maxims  and  principles  which  alt  experience,  and,  I  may 
add,  reason  too,  pronounce  to  be  impracticable  and  absurd.  Even 
in  New  England,  where  there  is  among  the  body  of  the  people 
more  wisdom  and  virtue  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  United 
States,  we  are  full  of  errors,  which  no  reasoning  could  eradicate,  if 
there  were  a  Lycurgus  in  every  village.  We  are  democratic  alto- 
gether, and  I  hold  democracy  in  its  natural  operation  to  be  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  worst.  If  democracy  has  not  produced  among  us 
all  the  mischief  to  which  it  necessarily  tends,  the  causes  are  not 
difficult  to  be  traced,  and  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  the  same  or 
other  causes  may  still  operate  to  retard  and  mitigate  those  evils 
which  cannot  be  wholly  averted ;  but  it  is,  in  my  mind,  expecting 
too  much  of  mankind  to  suppose  that  they  will  cease  to  act  from 
impulse  and  habitually  act  from  reflection.     It  is  the  ordinary  dutj 

I  Roger  Griawold,  member  of  Congresi  from  Conoecticut,  a  leading  Fed- 
eralist, and  afterwards  governor  of  his  native  State. 

'  "  Probably  Jan.  29,  in  rough  draft,  which  wa«  sent  Feb.  8."  This  is  the 
explanation  of  ilx.  Octaviua  lackering,  in  a  manuscript  note  appended  to 
this  letter. 
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of  every  jusl  goTWniment  to  re»rrain  men  from  itning  wIihI  their 
virions  indinnlinii.s  impel  tlirm  Ut  <1o.  ami  (:r>i!>ve  them  to  the  i)«r> 
(ormaiice  o(  iliitivD  to  wliicli  tlivy  art-  disiiicUuvcl.  IIoth^i',  in  popu- 
lar gnvornmc-iua,  men  are  driven  irom  olfice  for  pt-rlonniiig  ilipir 
dutj'.  uiiil  others  pat  lu  their  places  wbo  violitie  theirs.  The  {icople 
trill  itriL  knowingly  eni|iIo_v  mt-n  unr  volunLnriljr  support  *  sptvtim- 
mtrit  wlidse  acts  (vjiitravenfi  thuir  favnrit«  pnrposps,  whirh  are 
oftvii  thoMi  ii[  ih^ir  wurst  piiHbtoijH ;  uud  it  h  not  uiiusuul  to 
men  of  lolerahly  gixnl  <.'hara>.^ters  nr<;(!iit  to  cliO'<>«e  for  rulers  tho«Q^ 
whom  they  know  to  he  the  wor»t,  beca<it«e.  th(ni;^h  they  di>  not 
approve  of  proHigacy  nn<l  immonilily,  yet  ihey  will  not  oil  iIua 
account  siiprilioo  minister  obj<^c.t*i  of  llimr  own.  AThilo  I  hold  that 
a  ^nvtinnm-ut  altoj^'cilicr  popular  is  in  cfTucl  a  govornineut  of  the 
ptijiiitact.  I  muiiitain  llttit  no  {^rovernniviiC  run  lie  relied  on  that  ha« 
not  m  material  portion  of  the  ilemn<;mtic  tnixliire  In  ita  cotnpoKitioa. 
Tlie  (^re:!!  and  hithurto  insuruiountuble  dillicully  bos  Uwo  to  e«t 
li.sh  and  mttiiit»in  tlii-^  ninpirL'  of  jinncipliM  iigaiuat  the  a&Rault« 
popular  piuwiuiiH,  This  cun  only  be  dime  by  such  au  organization 
us  dnpidii's  Botnitwhere  vital  powftii^  whidi  the  [H^pnlur  fnry  riiiuitftj 
extingiiiiih.  The  Enclepeiidcnt  Judictary  was  the  ln'st  feature 
our  nnlioual  system,  but  it  is  nboliKliing;  and  jt  may  be  oskeJ  wh< 
shall  prevent  tlie  [H-ople  fryui  <U-*itniyiiig  thvir  own  imiiiutioni.l 
You  would  hope  that  in  New  RDu:lait(l  we  <houlil  bo  all  alive  to 
giuird  tbb  eocred  princiiile,  but  it  is  not  so ;  and  1  doubt  uhutbRr  it 
Li  ]K))t.<iibl(!  by  -iiiy  nlnrm  of  tbia  kind  Lo  cscito  a  zeal  among  iTi« 
people.     We  look  with  apiilby  un  thiiigH  of  tbb  Burt. 

At  the  same  tiint^  that  I  do  not  dcsiru  ii  s^pariit.ion  at  this  mo- 
ment, I  add  that  it  t«  Nft  praelicolife  without  the  intorveaijou  of 
some  csu»fi  whieii  fhonlil  be  very  genendly  felt  and  di.ttinctljj 
uiKleiittootl  ait  cliargeable  to  th»  niisn>uduct  of  our  Simthvm 
ten:  aiich,  for  es&rnple,  as  a  war  with  <ireat  Britain,  m&nifMtly 
provukvd  by  our  rulers.  But  they  will  uot  liazard  a  war.  though 
llii-y  will  wantonly  excite  much  animosity.  Without  some  Mnglu 
event  of  thla  kind  to  rou^e  uh,  I  am  of  opiniuu  we  mu<it  (war  the 
eviU  whieh  the  deliuioii  of  democracy  is  briiijiiug  upon  iis,  until 
men  of  all  parties  in  onr  country  can  be  brought  to  acknowledm 
tliem  and  unite  iu  the  applieulioii  of  a  n>medy.  Sbonid  this  c^oa- 
vtt'tiun  liH  gi'iiemi  in  New  KrrcLiml.  I  think  something  mi^bt  tie 
done,  In  «pitu  of  all  oppottitioti  from  the  South ;  hut,  until  it  i*  ^a- 
eral,  a  great  Jacobin  pnrty  here,  supported  by  the  uatiou  and  Its 
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gorernmeDt.  would  lie  likelv  to  Iriiimph.  If.  as  u  probaltti!,  ve  do 
oot  find  ourtelve*  stronj^  enoii);h  now  to  at^t  with  succeut  the  jiart 
prop'O-VM),  I  am  n<>[ifuli)e  of  l)ii!  dungcrH  yuil  point  nut.  iiiid  ats:  uo 
w«y  of  escaping  Ihem.  We  shall  go  llm  way  ul  tJI  govtriuuj^^iiU 
wholly  populiir.  from  bod  to  wors^,  until  the  erils,  no  longer  toIer> 
able,  sliiill  generate  thoir  onii  reiuediefi. 

There  wiu  a  time  when  I  tH.-liev(.iI  tliat  New  England  might  get 
along  v«ry  well  with  a  system  of  govemmMit  which  hud  provtid  in 
other  times  and  plows  imiduquato  ti>  thu  purpusus  uf  sodul  urdt-r, 
bat  I  can  inily  t-^y  I  have  dt>)>|iairefl  of  oor  Mcoeu  theae  tfii 
yearn.  The  pm^jifHly  of  th«tte  SiaU's,  and  the  apparent  iwundiHMB 
oE  their  politics,  m.iy  neein  to  confute  this  opinion;  but,  like  the 
aaoecsiful  tide  of  <.-xpcrtu)<.-nt  i]irou;j;h  thi?  United  Slalos,  much  i-t 
to  be  attrihuLcd  to  the  iiiualvulable  udviuitugeg  derived  frum  a 
ueutral  stnliou  in  a  world  of  war.  And,  in  regard  to  our  pmenL 
politirft.  let  me  oWn-o  that  there  is  no  energy  in  the  Fedi-ml 
IKirly,  aud  there  could  be  none  manifested  wttliout  great  h;u:ir*l 
of  losing  the  stAtc  govcrriment.  Some  of  our  best  mcQ  in  high 
eiatioiid  ore  kept  in  olUce,  because  they  forbear  to  exert  any  inHu- 
ence,  and  not  because  they  poaseaR  right  principlea.  Tlii^y  are 
permitted  to  have  power,  if  llicy  will  mit  tine  it.  It  is  liappy  for 
tu  that  we  have  a  gt)vernur '  wlmsu  cmisummalu  jirudcucu  con- 
dlinli>«  opponenlH  without  delai^hing  (rienda.  but  he  will  c<-iue  to  l>e 
popular  tJie  moment  he  dares  to  act  with  vl^or.  U  miiHt  be  nearly 
the  Bame  in  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut.  This  Initer  Slate 
faas  given  the  best  exftmple  of  a  wlf-goirorued  people  tliat  the  world 
Bos  OTcriteeo;  but  ils  sysu-iu  is  nearly  run  out,  and  1  iloulit,  if 
every  honest  man  in  the  State  were  united,  whether  thf-y  could  long 
prevent  their  oppnnent-t  from  gi>ttin^  the  gnrernment.  I<«t  a  flolid 
pence  take  place  In  Kuru|ie.  aud  the  strength  of  their  governmeuc 
wwiM  soon  appear  too  feeble  to  enforce  justice.  I  «hiill  not  Im 
surprised  to  8ee  Counecticut  as  remarkable  for  diB&emiimting 
anarchical  doctrine*  aa  it  baa  lioen  for  a  contrary  chai-acler.  It 
[a  to  liu  feare«I  that  lb«  nuperior  infiirmrition  of  the  ('onneetimit 
people,  while  it  gives  tlteiii  more  pinvor  to  produce  poliUi!al  i-ffccta, 
will  not  give  ihem  Iwlter  dthpoDtliniis  than  other*.  I[id>_-i-d,  tlieir 
education  increases  their  wantH  more  than  their  meFiuH  of  fttipplying 
Ut«m ;  and  Buch  r>eople  will  of  neceiiily  liecome  ungovernable  when 
tlie  acquisilJoa  of  property  is  difficult.     I  doubt  not  some  of  our 

^  Caleb  Strong. 
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{Hendi  from  ibat  SiaU)  view  Utis  nilijoet  in  the  lij^t  nnw  pre- 
*enl«d,  but  ifiey  are  very  reluclaot  to  admil  it.  Tbo  fears  Uiey  dis< 
cnwr  mn,y,  liowever,  he  conaidered  as  iinp<inivocAl  evidence  of  thi^ir 
privatu  opinion.  If  no  uuin  in  N«w  Eagliuu]  coald  toIc  for  logis- 
lators  who  vras  not  posacsiieij  io  his  own  right  of  two  Uiouhand  doU 
liun*  !W«e  i«  /««f/,  wc  could  do  someUiiug  bettor;  bat  naillier  litis 
nor  other  malPriHl  im|iror«riTietiu  can  be  uuide  liy  A  fair  vouB«nt  o£ 
ihe  ])(^p)(>.  I  iiicliiin  tn  tlt«  u]iinioii  ttiat  lli«  PMential  ttllttrsitiuus 
wind]  may  iti  future  lie  taiuits  tu  amend  our  farnu  of  government 
will  be  tli«  comti'iiueiiof^s  otdy  of  great  suiTering  or  the  itnmediaW 
effMts  of  violence.  If  we  should  bt"!  madu  to  foel  a  very  great 
calamity  from  the  alnise  of  power  by  the  national  admiuiotrutioDT ' 
we  Diif^ht  do  almost  any  thing;  hut  it  would  be  idle  Co  tAlk  to  tin*' 
deaf,  to  waru  the  pfiopit?  nF  dintaut  evilii.  Uy  thiH  time,  yon  will 
BuppoM  I  am  nillitj;::  lo  do  tiolluiig  but  submit  to  fate.  I  would 
Dot  bo  80  iinderrilood.  1  nm  convinced  we  cannot  do  what  i« 
frished ;  but  we  can  do  much,  if  we  work  with  nature  (or  the  ooana 
of  ihingR),  and  not  againat  her.  A  fwrparation  in  now  impnuiticablv, 
becaiue  we  do  not  feel  tlie  necwRaity  or  utility  of  iu  Tlie  aamo 
Kporation  then  will  be  uuavuidnbl)*,  when  our  loyalty  to  the  L'nion 
U  generally  jicrceived  to  Ixj  the  InRrrumeiit  of  debasenwrit  and  iin- 
poverixlimeiit.  If  it  U  preinnturrly  ntteiapted,  tJu)«e  few  only  will 
promote  it  who  discern  what  is  bidden  from  the  multitude;  and  to 
llioM  may  be  attdrcsscd, — 

"  TrntTin  wonld  yoii  tyncli,  or  *kr<-  »  linkinit  Itinil, 
All  fi-d.r.  Done  nnd  you,  and  fcfr  undcntttiid." 

I  have  auid  that  a  sepnrution  naw  is  not  desirable,  becauie  wtt 
should  not  rcDiiwIy  the  evil,  but  sJioiild  bring  it  home  and  »ggn- 
vale  it  by  rherirthiiif*  and  giving  u«w  aaiictlona  to  ihe  ciiuM'h  which 
produce  it.  IJui,  if  a  Buparatiun  should  by  and  by  be  prixluced 
by  sufferings.  I  tliink  It  might  be  accompanied  by  important  aniello- 
ralionn  of  our  tUeoriee. 

Yuu  have  doiiblleti*  neen  the  (Kirtraita  of  aome  of  the  New  York 
piitriou,  which  are  Raid  to  tie  giHid  likcuusac^.  Sumo  obsLTvalloiia 
on  tbe  subject  which  appeared  iu  thu  '*  Ccutiual  "  may  bo  tlioujjlil 
worth  reading. 

You  see  how  unstudied  I  give  yoa  my  tlioughu.  Willi  equal 
naatiededueos,  bcliovo  ue 

Always  yoar  friend,  G>  C. 
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Cabot  to  Kixo. 

Bmtos,  March  17.  1801. 
Mt  hex*  Sir, — lo  reply  tojcnt  inquiry  respecting  ilto  opin- 
loDS  of  our  LegiftlaLore  on  tlie  sulijeei  of  IvoiuHiiuio,  I  can  only 
cpectilAte,  The  •ewion  io  eii<l<-«L,  aiiJ  no  one  atte[n)>lt-<I  lo  {titi<x)Ver 
what  waft  tlinu^ht  or  wlinl  ntiRlil  tx;  iloiie.  Wc  add  thoumuidg  to 
our  poesessioua.  but  haw  lou^  suiLti  discarded  iha  idua  of  aeeurity. 
The  many  do  iiut  think  nl  nit,  and  tbt*  yi'M'  tliiuk  ouly  lo  «lcj<|Kiiid. 
Indt-dd,  most  men  are  compelled  to  admit  ttiiit  our  teUt  mutt  be 
6(>rtit  yntil  Mpi'r  intoferaliUitf/  gfnerate  Iktir  ciirt.  Moat  of  those 
whicli  wc  fear  must  t}icrclorc  happen  Iteinrr  a  remedy  eaii  l»c  pre- 
GcriliL'd,  iVii  rxperiincnt  bii6  heeii  HUfi^^L-bted  br  souiu  uf  our  frit-iidi!, 
In  n'hii'h  I  ulijcct  ttuit  it  is  ini|»rarticiL(ilo,  an<l,  if  ]iniciicahle,  would 
be  incffectnal.  The  thing  propwi*^  is  obvions  and  natunil,  bat  h 
woald  now  be  thouglit  loo  bold,  and  wuiiM  bu  fatal  to  it«  advocatei 
a«  puhlio  ini^u ;  yet  th*.-  lime  may  soon  cumo  ivhtru  il  vril]  be  demanded 
by  till!  |k;o{>1l>  ut'  tlie  Nurih  and  Kiist,  and  then  il  will  unuvnidubly 
lake  [ilHce.  I  Mm  nut  oatiiilitxl  tliat  thti  ihinjj  ititrlf  in  to  bed««ired. 
My  habitual  npini'ma  bavt;  licen  always  strongly  against  it;  and 
I  do  not  Be«,  in  thu  preevnt  misiuanRg^enivnt,  molirvs  for  ctuuiging 
my  Dpiniun.  It  ts  doubtlesB  tnip  thiit  we  are  nut  so  iit^rfectly  mail 
in  New  England  as  the  jieoplo  in  some  otiicr  States,  especially 
those  of  the  South;  but  ber«  we  are  altogether  Democratic  tn  our 
piincjfiles,  and  those  priiidpli>!i  of  neceoaity  place  power  in  iho 
worst  luujda.  If  lliu  fjivumblv  asiH^ci  uf  uur  State  {xilltics  seems 
to  contradict  my  opinion,  I  cunfmis  that  tbuso  priucipltfs  have  not 
yft  produced  all  the  niisrtiief  to  which  they  tend;  but,  at  the  Knmu 
time,  I  insist  tJutt  our  appearnnre  ih  deceptive,  being  betler  tlian 
the  reality,  and  the  reality  brlti-r  tbaii  uan  be  irull  nuiintaini-d. 
You  B«u  yiKjd  niftti  ill  hi;;h  <iiIlrH  hori^  contrary  Ut  tla-  uutural  uimr- 
Atioii  of  I>«iuo('mtiu  el'-Ttioii;  but  thoae  men  hold  Lbuir  powers 
upon  the  tote  condilinn  that  they  will  not  use  them,  and  the  moment 
tbey  aball  dare  to  exoroUe  them  with  vigor  they  will  cease  to  be 
popular,  and  of  cour«e  oeaw  to  till  the  bi^^'h  othce»  th'^y  now  hold. 
Tliero  19  an  unu*ual  apathy  among  the  Fcderalistfl  here.  They 
have  lost  more  of  their  rivadty  than  of  Uifir  numbers.  I  fuar 
they  lose  some  nf  tht^ae.  Our  national  admini«lrHtion  may  dr«troy 
judidarieii  and  L-ouBlilulionit,  and  make  new  nnt'^  without  FXriling 
Diucli  tteuBibiUty;  but,  if  tbey  bad  involved  us  by  their  foUy  and 
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buenoAs  in  a  irar  with  Orcat  Hriuiiti,  I  Iic-Huvd  Nkw  Eii^1&u<I 
might  be  rousi-d  (o  *U>  "wy  thing  wbirli  ht^r  K-uiliiie  U'*"'  sliuuld 
rcL'omiiicnil.  Some  distinct  geiiernl  cause  of  evil  like  tliis,  and 
fairJy  im|iulab[e  to  ike  wickedtie&A  or  ignorance  of  ttio^e  who  gnvero, 
would  be  futxl  to  Uit'ir  imnur  or  lo  the  utiioQ  of  Che  Slati^s.  Vie  arb 
]t>ya1  t«  the  iinlioiia]  "oveniniitnt,  ttiid  c-au  h>i;ar  vriTy  8|iuu)ee  of 
public  tlifihouur;  but,  tliv  iitnnK-nt  our  loyullv  Mpptwrt  Ut  Iw  nuuin 
the  iDstruDient  of  our  iiujxivtrUhvtfnl,  we  shiill  he  dbitosctl  tn  act 
with  effect  ill  defence  of  uH  thtU  i»  df.tir  to  us.  In  the  morul  oa  ia 
the  natural  world,  we  must  in  all  operations  consult  the  tendency 
of  general  laws.  It  is  vaiu  to  nttvmpt  sailing  u^ust  wind  aiid 
tide:  we  ou^^ht  lo  bavu  the  iiitluL'uee  of  one  in  uur  favur  to  luako 
considci-nblti  prcigreitM,  and  of  both  10  make  the  f^iileat.  like 
longer  I  live,  the  moro  1  think  on  the  nature  of  man  and  of  surletr, 
the  more  1  am  convinced  of  the  ubeurdity  of  expectiiijj  ever  lo  soa 
a  sflf-t/oi'ci'nrtiypopU,  as  we  uitdersliind  the  lumuL  Men  will  act 
from  the  iui|tuUu  uf  their  piiKriioiig.  These  lead  tbem  lo  iii^ek 
power,  propt-iiy,  Ac.  by  nieiLn*  incoinjialihle  with  order  and  ju»tic«. 
Government  tn  enfnrm  these  is  failed  to  counteract  and  coeroa 
thOM  who  (nn  our  }irim.-i|>les)  biivu  the  control  u£  the  guTemment. 
"We  loTO  virtue  aud  virtuous  mon ;  but  we  it^spe*-!  power  only,  autt 
the  powerful.  If  we  chciose  a  man  to  ollice,  we  displucu  him  for 
domg  the  duties  of  it  when  thcae  thwart  our  sttiister  views,  and 
then  it  hupjiena  that  good  men  ore  often  futind  co-operation  in  cba 
ck-etiuu  of  the  bad,  and  to  the  exclusion  of  thote  whom  aa  men 
they  truly  esteem.  It  U  folly  to  expect  nuinkind  wilt  act  nther- 
uriae;  and,  tliureforu,  4kllhuugh  the  ptvpU  musi  hace  a  great  $har» 
in  eetry  good  govtmmtnl,  yec  that  xhtife  should  not  be  to  great  u 
to  destroy  it  nt  plcafliire,  or  by  the  won!  of  their  mouth  lo  ini]>c4lQ 
its  just  oflioes.  Viewing  the  subject  in  this  light.  I  contemplate 
with  pleasure  the  prosjierous  eoursd  of  our  affairs  tor  many  yoan 
past,  and  feel  neither  ttnrprl^e  nor  dif)ap[H)intment  at  the  rhonga 
whk'h  It  ffjmmeiiced.  Tlie  first  part  bus  been  better  than  we  bwl 
any  right  to  export :  and  without  dtTopiting  from  the  IraDsceiideiit 
worth  of  men.  «ho  did  v\ery  ihliit;  that  lime  and  circumstaucc« 
would  allow,  I  must  attribute  the  sticoess  of  tbeir  publk  measure* 
in  a  great  degree  to  favorable  aecident*.  which,  though  external, 
hav«  acted  with  great  force  on  our  internal  aSutn.  We  ai-e  uow 
going  rtn  according  to  the  course  of  naltirc,  and  Sihiill  ftilluw  tho>so 
who  have  gone  before  us  from  had  lu  wursit,  till  euffvriug,  ur  the 


leni-A] 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


847 


fear  of  suffoniig  gmtrailif  and  deeply  f«U,  Btimulates  as  to  do  better. 
Trulped.  I  expect  no  Mscntial  improvemeata  in  oar  tyiileniit  l>ut 
from  fniffering,  fniiii  fcnr.  op  from  force.  I  thUik  no  mut«trial  c?Iianjr8 
Cau  lie  madp  t'x(:e[it  by  Uio««  whinu  we  cull  Jacobins.  G<xnI  uivq 
woulil  liot,  if  thpy  hul  opportunity,  twi«lilish  «ny  Byslem  of  Biitfl- 
oiviit  force  to  protect  ilaelf.  Tb«  violent  and  unprincipled  are 
more  likely  to  mnke  a  govonuncnt  indopetid^-nt  of  |Mj]jii1ar  eousout 
than  tht?ir  liotters.  I  bi-g  yon,  boirevLT,  not  to  infer  cltut,  beeouM 
I  think  we  cannot  do  itiingn  imposivible,  I  would  not  atWnipt 
every  pobHihle  jrond,  or  that  I  do  not  think  any  ^eax  frofxl  can  hit 
aLfiompIiitlii-d.  Ho  far  n-ould  lliat  l>e  fnmi  thu  Irutb.  lliat  I  fimily 
believe  wc  uwo  miK^b  of  wbiit  we  cnjuy.  and  of  wtuit  »«  hojwi 
for.  to  the  intbienre  of  ilie.  t-Vdf^ml  jffirty.  We  ur*'  n  minority, 
and  unable  to  coucjuer  the  va»t  body  which  keejte  ilie  Geld ;  but  trg 
tac  ao  powerful  that  be  is  rompelicd  (o  confine  his  movements  to 
a  narrow  oompiisa,  le«t  ho  alioutd  ^vo  ai  an  advoutogo  over  hiin. 
We  have,  therefore,  the  moat  coiimiaiiding  uiotiven  to  pre»erve  to 
our  party  all  the  wei^lic  wo  can,  by  ndliering  to  the  principles  on 
which  it  is  formed,  iiud  keep  it  well  combined  and  well  informed, 
prepared  to  tliiitk  mid  act  alike  on  every  important  occasion.  In 
this  way,  wc  prevent  some  niitfohief  entirely,  and  luiiigulo  what  we 
ouinot  wholly  avert,  and  ^hull  be  able  to  iK>ften  every  utIu8tro|itia 
in  tite  [Milititml  dniina  which  niiut  happen,  and  turn  Uiem  to  tlia 
best  account. 

I  hare  lately  received  a  long  letter  from  our  excellent  friend 
Gore.  lie  spf-iiks  of  Invasion  as  more  likely  than  he  used  to  tliiiik 
to  be  ailenipled.  1  wish  I  may  be  mistaken  in  the  belief  I  con- 
stantly entertain,  that  it  would  never  be  undertaken.  It  would  ho 
happy  for  us  and  the  world  to  have  the  utieuipt  scrioiutly  uiadt> 
upon  the  lurgeflt  scule;  but  I  cannot  for  a  motuvnt  be  jier^uadeU 
thjit  BuonMimrie  will  phir  so  desperate  »  game.  A  hundred  to  one* 
he  would  not  gt't  over  the  Ctinnnel  with  fifty  tbmisuitd  men,  and 
a  hundreil  \a  one  (in  my  opinion)  tliat  with  ooo  hundred  lliuuHiuid 
he  witubl  be  de'<troycd.  No:  he  may  make  little  exiKtilicions  to 
bum  a  doek-yard,  conijuer  Oueniwy  and  JeiKoy.  and  luiid  Lneuiy 
thousand  men  in  Irelund;  but  htH  ftin-n.  when  eolletrtiHl.  wilt  bo 
chiefly  usefnl  to  overawe  Denmark,  Priuwia,  (Sm:^  and  jwrliai*  to 
conquer  (hem.  It  will  be  useful  to  inHut^iice  the  [HjJicy  of  every 
coniint'uUil  |»owor.  and,  if  necessary,  to  fight  them;  bui  he  will  not 
•mburk  this  hiwl  of  euldJvrs  to  b«  lirowued,  taken,  or  shoti  aud  give 
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to  Knpl&nil  thi^  groatest  triumph  eiTin  ever  hnd.  anil  wlu(.-ti  she  taut 
Uuver  oblaiu,  if  lie  dot's  not  ^iw  her  this  kind  yf  Mpjxjriiiiiily.  Yyu 
TTOuld  give  vory  great  plfaiiirfc  to  inuny  wliom  yoJi  •■stii'eni,  if  you 
were  to  execiile  what  you  intimate.  To  met  it  would  of  oil  thJugs  be 
the  moAt  grnliFying  Lo  review  lliotte  familiar  inierriews,  vrtiidi  have 
hvKU  aniMng  t)ie  mom  anliKfaulory  liuiirA  of  my  life. 

I  dltDiilil  rejoiw  U)  »tw  itarr  win  llie  rat»  in  your  Suitv.  but 
I  nuinot  ajiprore  oE  aid  being  given  him  by  tiny  of  the  Uaditig 
FederaliHtA. 

^V1i«n  you  next  meet  Hamilton.  Benaon,  and  Wvloott,  gjve  my 
nffectioDiLle  rc^rds  to  tach  of  t1».>m. 

Your  iaitUfuI  aud  afftfctioiuite  friend,  G.  C 

« 

Cabot  to  John  LtOwkll,  Jr. 

BosTox,  July  18. 1M4, 
Mr  DEAR  CocsTN.-^I  have  nxieiveil.  from  you  two  vwj-  grst»- 
fnl  Idler*,  without  having  made  yon  any  return  for  either.  I  am 
not  saliflfied  with  mj^elf  by  any  excuse  for  ihia  dflay,  knowiag,  u 
I  do,  how  vaiuahltf  t-vory  ooinmuiiication  ia  from  domestic  fricuda 
to  a  man  In  remote  cMHinlries.  Your  aunt  and  I  have  felt  very 
seasibly  th^  generoui  sympathy  you  expre^cd  wlieu  we  were  de- 
prciuied  l»y  nfflicrion;  and,  I  asanr(<  yon,  it  a)lnWat«d  our  Iroutile 
l»  it-aril  that  yuu  wcru  ruoovvriiig  health  and  npirits.  I  trust  you 
will  fully  renovate  your  former  vigor  by  the  journey  you  ars  to 
nuilie. 

Itarry  Lee  is  charged  with  nevrspaiwrB  of  the  day,  which  wiU 
announce  and  cxpluin  to  you  iho  jmblic-  misfortune  experieneed' 
horu  by  thf  untimely  death  of  Hamihou.  You  know  how  well  hia 
friendit  loved  liim,  and  nil  eHK^emed  him.  You  can  tltereftire  J iiilge 
of  the  general  sensibility  at  hta  dnaih.  I  hav«  always  thought  hi« 
virtues  siirpuwed  Iboso  of  ollit-r  men  alnnMt  at  mutrh  as  his  talents. 
His  errors,  unfortunately  for  iho  rountry,  were  eonspicnous,  and 
diminished  his  Inftweuco,  which  otherwise  would  have  been  lire- 
aislible.  and  was  always  directed  to  Ih?  nobleat  purposes.  All  r«> 
fleeting  men  seem  now  to  be  Boosible  that  ho  was  oar  hope  in  the 
crisis  to  which  our  affairs  necessarily  drive  us.  France  has  fiiufihed 
the  fir«t  and  principal  pifne  of  her  drama,  and  it  remains  only  to 
iee  irAo  will  come  out  as  manager,  when  all  appmr  in  their  own 
dreasea.     You  judjr«  rightly  of  th«  coiirso  of  liiingn  here,  becaoM 
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such  M  yaa  d€«crilio  most  be  tlie  course  of  a1I  democraciet,  A 
domocracT  is  in  tenn«  a  solecism,  a«  we  undemund  ic  m  lb«  United 
SuiU**.     It  U  nlMiird  to  ex|)eot  oiiv  people  will  vohtntarU^  niid 

lowiiigly  8(i|iport  men  or  syfteina  irhich  cuin^K:!  tht-m  to  do  what 
they  wish  tn  avoid,  and  n^train  ilium  fnim  doin^  what  thr-y  dieHire 
to  do.  Muu  EDiiy  Lit.-iit>pmt«1y  eugw^  to  give  »uch  euppurt;  but 
they  «-Hl  rertninly  violatf  tlune  engagements  as  long  as  man  l§ 
what  he  liax  nlnnyft  lieeu,  iRi|>r]led  in  action  by  hiii  [mssioiis.  ttiiti 
allliougli  wp  miixt  detttrioratv,  I  hope  \\v»  condilJoii  and  ch»j^cter 
of  our  oonnlry  will  render  the  process  more  Lolomblo  than  it  com* 
tnonly  is. 

I  pray  you  to  make  our  ninoerc  rej;;arda  acceptable  Ia  Mr».  F^oweU, 
and  bfiliuvo  mc  always 

Your  nfTeciionate  and  faithiul  Criend,         Gbobob  Caoot. 


Cabot  to  Pickerixo. 

BosTCMf,  Kor.  30, 1804. 

Mt  nwAn  Slit,  —  T  am  indebtwl  lo  yoti  fnr  three  letren  which 
are  oonsUiutJj  reproachinif  uie  for  my  ikOaya  Ui  acknowletlge  ihcm. 
I  trust  much  to  your  knowledge  of  my  indolent  habil4,  which  are 
un  overmatch  for  my  sense  of  many  dutiea,  and  render  my  best 
iututiljouti  ot'tun  iuvrl. 

I  cai)  fnilv  «ay  [  feel  more  chagrin  by  Avntpathy  with  our  friends 
at  Wa^liiii^on  thiin  I  felt  direci  at  the  iiwua  of  nur  elerlinn.  I 
ccnfeM  I  did  nut  yel  expect  it.  but  I  was  oue  of  the  many  who  coQ- 
domncd  iho  cspfritnent  at  the  time  it  wa«  propoHed ;  bnt  it  was  tho 
project  of  guud  Ki-dcralisu,  cbieDy  from  tho  wesieni  pnrt£  of  tliu 
Sute.  They  lielieved  the  measure  ^  to  be  Piuentially  ne»»'*i«ary  to 
maintain  llie  popularity  of  lliu  Federal  cause.  There  could  not 
huve  iR't-n  a  weaker  opiitiuii  (omied.  It  is  to  he  reinark".'d,  how- 
ever, that  this  transaction  hju  not  made  nit  had,  but  has  nhown  t6n 
plainly  how  bud  we  are.  It  hiui  also  fihon'n  to  our  opponenlii  how 
strong  they  are;  and  when  it  ia  connidertMi  that  tho  opinion  of 
power,  and  still  more  the  knowledge  of  its  bein^  poflsessed  by  a 
party,  leuda  much  Co  its  iucrcaao,  I  thiuk  it  uiui-l  bu  allowed  thai 
our  oppoiicul»  are  siroager  in  fact  than  l>efore  tliia  trial. 

>  PrcTioiu  to  ihtHcction  of  1804,  the  Legislalure  of  MsMscbiuett*.  En 
which  the  Keflt-mlinu  irer*  predoRiinanc,  votet)  to  ^v«  the  dialce  of  t-U^ctora 
10  the  dialhcia  U»tn*l  of  rviaiuing  'a  in  tUeir  own  Uaads.  The  cviulL  wai  tlui 
choIc«  of  Jeft«r»unian  ifWutort. 
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Many  prxwl  ju€)f»<w  are  xtill  of  opinion  thsit  flur  el«<1Jwi8  will  not 
Im)  iujtirtil  iu  ihi!  s[tping.     Xntliing  ran  W  more  tiiinirtain,  yet  I 
Ihink  it  fn'tfhly  pmbable  ibat  Govt-rnor  .Strong  will  l»e  re-elocled; 
and  prol>nh!tf  n  mnjoriiy  mav  l>e  elected  of  I'VdL'ml  squalors,  but  « i 
majority  of  Democratic  re)>n>.si>niit lives  it  catpeKwA  !>/  must  mea. 

I  thank  you  (or  thf?  pnjier  you  enclowil.  and  uliall  Iw  ;ilw:iy« 
grulified  to  see  the  only  anns  we  hiive  k>ft  xi9.vA  to  pnnish  wirkfd 
ralers.  The  time  wU  ctfue,  hutvever,  when  thit  arenttt  to  pttHie 
nptnion  will  ht  sliui  agninsi  th«  truth.  I  liava  grieved  for  my 
cniiiitry  till  I  tim  coii\-iii«-(l  of  tite  futility  of  grief.  I  consider 
wliat  I  spe  as  tbe  order  of  iiahire,  and  tluit  it  ie  vain  to  alteiujit  to 
cliiingc  it.  Wc  may  mitlgalc,  but  we  can  no  more  arert  tbcie 
evils  tlma  tli<:  cold  of  wiutor. 

I  am  truly  and  respcclfully  ever  yours,  G.  Cahot, 

Cabot  to  Pickekino. 

BosTOJJ,  nee.  24,  IflOft. 
&It  deab  Sir,  —  I  perceive  Congress  hare  Busptnded  their 
ridiciiloiiii  law  '  agaiuiit  trade  witli  England.  By  KUjipendiog  in- 
stoad  of  rupealiug  tlii!  act,  it  in  hopf<d  to  liirlc  our  fully;  Imt  ibis  is 
lm[H)!uibk>.  Every  man  couvt-piiam  with  tbe  subject  uiuist  bo  coij- 
vincd  tbat  the  system  of  commercial  lintitility,  if  fairly  lri<>d,  would 
be  inl{j]it«1y  more  iojurioiis  tu  us  than  lo  Knglmid,  if  it  did  not 
prodiire  war;  and  tbat  it  certainly  temls  so  etrongly  to  war  tliat, 
if  pcrfflsted  in.  it  would  product'  it.  if  other  causM  in  which  wo  have 
an  uiterc«t  as  wuli  as  tlioy  did  tiot  owrrule.  I  tltiuk  tlie  alTtit^icd 
nodention  of  the  Bntish  goTemment  at  this  alarming  crisis  b 
to  he  applniided  ns  mnch  as  our  egregious  and  iheurd  raporing  is 
to  be  coudumutid. 

Yours  faithfully  always,  G.  Cabot. 


Cabot  to  Pickckiko, 

ll*MiTo«,  Fi*.  10. 180(1. 

Mt  dear  Sib,  —  Although  I  have  been  fully  sensible  myself  of 

my  delinipipncy,  ypt  I  hoped  you  «fontd  not  b^r  luid  at  any  mte»  if 

it  occurred  to  you,  that  you  would  forgive  it,  as  you  bnvo  always. 

done,  and  as  I  must  rely  you  alwayii  will,  upon  the  recollection  of 

^  ThU  was  the  NonlmpnrliLtian  Act,  pasiidd  after  tbe  admiralty  deddans, 
aad  autpendcd  od  sui^gunt  of  the  Uouroe  aail  Plulaie;  uegotiation. 
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the  inTetera«*j  of  ray  )>[ul  hiihit^  and  llic  Wlii^f  that  tbe  langunr  and 
co1iliie±i&  of  my  liund  tthiill  iicrcr  i>;:t<-li  my  lifurU 

II  U  iinjioMtihio  io  to  dM&ch  otio'i  ftcK  frutn  piiUic  afftiira  as  u> 
1h>  niiiiitLTO»tf(l  in  any  ineiutureit  projioscd  to  gitard  oitr  country 
against  IIm  e^iU  that  aMtail  it.  It  in  not  for  u»,  liowvrer,  to  indicate 
the  roiirse  in  he  f)arati<>d,  and  porhnpa  it  will  be  tii^prtd  tn  our  op- 
ponents to  bo  tnaile  to  fvvl  tfmr  re&poii&ibUity.  By  this  timt*,  thvy 
Be?  how  viiin  it  wrmld  he  to  wrap  oarwlrpe  up  in  the  fan«*ied  sfcu- 
rilT  which  loail  soparatioM  ufforda  against  ihe  anus  of  the  Kuropenn 
ooruliaianta.  Wu  ooouot  exempt  ouraelvea  from  the  eflect*  of  tbeir 
war»  any  more  than  ait  individnal  can  from  the  internal  commotion 
of  the  flociety  of  whirh  he  is  a  ni^'mher. 

I  have  read  cursorily  the  "  IJaUimore  Memorial,"'  the  preat 
book  *  attrihiitcd  to  Mr.  Mudisno,  and  many  othi^r  papers,  all  t«nd- 
ag  to  prove  how  much  we  ahall  lot^e  hy  the  operation  of  ihL*  UHl- 
i«h  principle,  "  how  nn«iip|>urtWI  it  is  by  preci'fieiit.  huw  incoiidislent 
and  wavering  Greflt  Briiflin  herself  has  been  in  maintaining  it,  ^., 
&c.,  wiih  flome  UuU  nrfriiment  to  gtiow  its  unrensonablene»s  in  the 
alwtract."  Th^^iie  nrritings  coiucid«  with  many  honest,  precoii(»ived 
opinions,  with  many  prejudieiw,  willi  ohp  animnfiity  ti>w3ni  Kng- 
iaiid,  wilh  our  pride  and  vanity,  and,  »b<tve  all.  with  our  avariirw. 

YetayVir  meu  slill  say  it  is  impossible  to  prove  the  right  of  a 
neutral  state  to  interfere  and  protect  by  purchase  the  spoils  which 
one  belligerent  has  won  from  tlie  other  ;  but,  however  this  may  be, 
it  would  be  worse  than  useless  to  say  it  openly.  Possibly,  Ihe  man 
would  be  iiitiulleil.  who  t^hould  attempt  to  show  tt  in  any  public 
ansvmbly.  Certiiinly,  these  papers  are  to  be  considered  as  the 
argument  on  one  side  only,  and  tn  advocates  the  writers  arc  not 
l»uad  to  do  otherwise.  It  must  Im!  allowed,  I  think,  that  they  arc 
the  fruits  of  tbe  laltorious  re**;iKr<'he»  of  Mi.i(iy  able  men,  and  o»f*ht 
therefore  to  be  Rupposed  to  roninjn  the  ulren^h  and  ingenuity  of 
this  side  of  the  question.  Yet  surely  tliere  is  much  that  bus  no 
close  affinity  to  the  question.  Tht-re  Im,  too,  some  sophistry  in  some 
of  the  ar^ment.  and  some  false  nfl^uniption  of  fact.  It  is  au  extra- 
ordinary assumption  tliat  oar  trade  would  be  auiiihiluled  or  nearly 

'  A  tMmoruil  of  iho  merchant*  »f  Bultimnrf  «ga.in>t  tlit  Urilifh  dui-tiine. 
8»  Annnl«  of  CongrcM  for  IWO-T,  p.  >f2i. 

*  TliU  r«fera  lo  Uadijon's  "  Memoir.  caintalnlnK  an  cxanilaadon  of  tbo 
BrtlUl)  doctrine  whiuh  lubJecU  to  vaplun;  a  neutrul  trsdv  not  o\Ka  m  time 
of  [>eave."  Till*  painptilfl  wai  lo  answer  lo  "  War  In  IXtgulte."  an  «x[iotI> 
tion  of  tlw  ■rgaintnta  on  th«  other  udn. 
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SO,  if  confined  m  irnr  to  tin  hitid  anri  plwes  of  tndi  aocuatomed 
in  pence.  Even  viHi  large  deniuotions  for  blockAileg  nod  contrt- 
bniid,  ibe  lot&I  of  our  trade  would  oomiaonly  be  much  enlnrgt^d  and 
iu  prolilii  dauhird  by  it  war  betwfoii  Frwncp,  llollaud,  and  KtifjIainL 
It  ix  orrlaiuly  a  fallBcinus  argiimEniL  t(>()>  ibnl  brrnuKU  (in-al  Itritxtn 
o^wim  to  ti«  hvT  niuTii^|>u]R«,  tbureforu  sb«  is  bound  to  penuit  oii 
to  «€rept  the  invit*tioD  of  h»>r  enemy.  Every  belligerent  penniUj 
nentrala  to  brin^  to  itwlf  supplies  of  military  and  narnl  stores. 
Does  it  follow  that  it  most  permit  them  to  be  carried  to  va  enemy  ? 
But  T<M  thifl  ailment  iii  tu)(>d  Iriiiniphntitly. 

Laying  aiudc-.  however,  a  qiKtslinn  imi.  HMsily  nettled,  I  cannot  but 
remark  to  you  Ihiit  I  wery  day  lienr  the  maffntvimoH*  policy  of 
Tvise  naliona  invoked  to  save  wluit  remains  of  tbe  unconqnered 
world.  I'tusHia  iti  ex<^rated  ah  buiuf;  equiilly  foolbli  and  wicked: 
her  fate  in  gjiid  to  dti^pi^iiiE  on  iliac  of  Austria,  yet  nhe  aciiuiesoes  in 
her  suhjngniion.  Now  nre  we  not  nUo  diiipoiied  to  do  nil  the  harm 
wu  can.  to  those  whose  nafely  is  necesiiary  for  our  iodejieiideaoe  7 
Wu  ant  ready  to  ri§k  i^vtry  thing  for  a  little  longer  enjoyment  of 
\hv  t;[)oiIii  which  am  won  by  iht*  lilood  nf  iliu  haled  Kii^li«b.  andf  1 
while  we  ought  to  lliink  of  the  eafeiy  of  (he  empire,  wu  refer  every 
thin;;  to  the  pence  table.  I  am  persnaded  we  are  to  bs  taught  in 
thJH  buBine^H  as  well  as  governed  by  eronte  over  which  we  have  no 
control,  and  therefore  indulge  very  little  of  that  anxiety  which] 
onc«  would  have  dUturl>fd  mo.  So  commending  yon,  my  couotrjjp] 
and  all  that  is  dear  to  uie.  U>  a  kind  I'ruvidiroof), 

I  remaiu  your  Binccre  and  affectionate  friend,        G.  CiAOT. 


Cabot  to  PiCKERtito. 

BowoK,  Pvb.17.  IBOfl. 

Mt  rkar  Sir,  —  I  have  lately  rearl  yowr  ghomy  letter  to 
Ames,  and  h'a  desponding  ani<iwer.  It  was  a  mthmffn/tg  pleasure 
to  me,  yet  it  was  a  plcaaure.  Would  to  Heaven  ail  tho  mfiii  whr>ni 
I  esteem  thought  aa  correctly  I  With  ilut  single  exception  of  the 
decree  of  facility  with  which  a  Frcneh  army  could  cftmjuer  Eng- 
land, I  »ubscrihe  to  nil  your  sentimenUi.  Upon  thai  point,  too,  I 
confess  myself  unsalisfled  with  the  British  government.  They  cer- 
tainly ought  to  organize  a  military  force  at  leaat  a  bandre^l  tbou«aji<i 
mrong;.  in  addition  to  tliclr  pre»^nt  regular  army;  whirh  foroe 
ehould  be  subject,  in  every  ]iarticular,  to  llie  law  and  discipline  of 
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Ut?  re;:iiUr  t,Tmy,  exc«pt  in  their  time  of  sen-ice.  I  am  cot  at  all 
flurpmetl  to  hear  thnl  Mr.  AfLinis  is  amoug  tlie  ihlvocAtes  ftir  tho 
iibsurd,  childiHli,  aii<l  tnily  ridiculoiu  scheme  of  noD-itnponatiou, 
or  nan-iniercounin.  I  liiive  nflen  heard  thp  falher  expre**  hia  fult 
betitif  that,  hy  rinu  or  two  ithnrt  laws  iti  ihar.  ajiiriu  wn  nmli)  with 
e»M  aud  certainty  min  thi-  naval  power  of  Grtat  Brituin.  Great 
philosophers  nntl  men  of  «1iistin^fiheil  talent*  trill  ho  often  found 
the  most  2«a1nu8  defenders  of  the  roost  mouRtrous  folli^^s,  —  a  gooA 
Ie«»on  for  human  pride  1 

There  ar«  many  m«n  who  think,  and  think  jnsily,  that  Great 
Britain  haH^cteU  wn>n;;ly  hi  the  mannrr  of  eiifurciiig  her  clainia 
aa  a  belligerent,  and  that  she  ought  in  justice  to  reatore  the  proi>- 
eny  of  all  ihone  where  fair  voyage-*  were  shaped  aceopdiDg  to  those 
rules  of  evidence  ami  principles  elm  herself  had  sanciioiied.  Uut 
there  are  iminy  eensible  men  who  think  she  mi^lil  with  propriety 
in  this  great  crUia  proscribe  all  inlercourae  with  her  enemy  hy  sea. 
Whatever  may  be  her  motive,  she  is  in  the  greatest  extremity 
defending  the  indcppinlfncc  of  the  civilised  worM  ;  and  tlie  necen- 
aiiy  of  the  cane  wnnld  jnnlify  her  in  anying  in  nentralii,  If  you  will 
not  help  u«  iu  the  b»itle.  you  shall  not  hinder  its  Bucceai  under  ih 
cover  of  neutral  preiensiona. 

I  take  it  for  panted  that  crery  man  sees  tliaC  tho  pro{ectJi  of 
Wright,  Grejig,  Smith,  &  Co..  would,  if  carried  into  eilect,  pruljnbly 
iMue  in  VTMr.  Now  it  is  manifcNt  ili.it  no  onnuderaVJe  jtarty  ia 
willing  to  take  lhntcon.^ef]iience:  and  the  government,  —  ho  far  is  it 
from  conlempUting  war  that  it  is  nnwllUng  to  tli»btir»e  a  dollar  in. 
preparntbn.  It  will  go  to  no  c»pcnso  for  any  thing  bnt  scare- 
crows.    Perhaps  this  h  Im-hU 

Hut  wliiil  a  «;liariy;H  yf  appearances  in  Europe  do  we  see  by  the 
late  arrival  from  Liverpool  at  New  York ;  and  thu  motiwnt  a 
gentleman  whicpers  to  me  thiit  another  vessel  m  twenty-eight  days 
is  arrived  at  the  narue  pbice,  from  wbencn  we  may  hear  itn|iortaiit 
new*  to-night.  A  great  defr-al,  or  the  death  of  an  emperor  or 
two,  may  make  us  forget  our  disputes  and  aluioet  our  losnes. 

Yours  tetnpvr  et  Jideliter,  G.  C 
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Cabot  to  Pickhrino. 

Kutcii21),  IROO. 

Mv  DEAR  Sm,  —  Yo«  are  r  hanl-heorted  man  to  rompri  me  to 
think,  whicti  K  ii  biwl  eiiipioymotit,  iiml  U)  writu  inj  tbuugliU,  wliicb 
U  A  wono. 

All  our  projectors  of  «ysteni»  for  coerring  Great  Britain  to 
abnodoD  or  materiiLUy  change  her  cominercial  policy  have  a|i|)t4red 
to  me  to  lay  «lon-n  falso  promise*,  anrl  maiir  of  them  U>  renjiuQ. 
ab&urtlly.  if  tliuse  {iruinista  Vivvv  uiltuitii'tl  Ki  W  truu.  It  in  asKumod 
by  moHt  of  \\wm  that  our  commerce  with  Great  Hritxiii  is  of  more 
benefit  to  her  than  to  its,  that  cwnnetiucnily  it«  iiite-rmiitioD  would 
injure  her  the  most.  It  i»  eipecieJ  that  the  fear  of  that  iojinT.  or 
thp  Riiffering  it  woiilc)  cause.  irouM  (irivc  hftr  from  her  [>ur|>o«a>i 
whilii  nru  ahoulil  uot  b(j  nuivMl,  It  It)  ar^LKiil  that  a  counlxy  is 
bvuafittnl  by  a  purtitmlar  branch  of  fortngn  IraUv  in  the  ratio  of  iU 
exports,  or  in  the  nitio  of  the  exceas  nf  those  exporta  fllM>re  the 
importe  in  ihe  »aine  Inute.  It  i»  mniiilniued  that  a  roiinlry  nhicb 
selit  provixionH  (tlie  staff  of  life)  and  raw  niaiurtaU  for  tfie  tuw  of 
mannfacttirers  poeeusaes  such  a  ttecidcti  advanta^  over  one  that 
brIIh  nianufaeturt'!)  only  as  enables  the  former  to  diclatu  the  terms  and 
conditions  on  which  the  traile  of  the  tiro  cuiiiitrie«  shall  )w  carri«d 
on.  It  i«  eonU'nded  not  only  that  navigation,  or  the  carrying  pan, 
18  the  moBt  profitable  part  of  commei'ee,  but  that  this  luiler  will 
flonriAh  in  proportion  as  rbe  forra>er  is  confined  to  Ibtt  jieople  of 
our  o^rn  I'onntry.  They  ttiijipoiw  tJie  naTi;^tion  lawji  uf  Great 
Itrilain  favomble  t^i  dLr4>ct  peciiniMry  prttfit.  atid  on  this  acconabi 
BuppDrt«d  n-iiii  »o  muoh  rigor.  They  seem  to  think  that  oar  trade 
with  those  nations  to  whom  we  sell  mueh  and  of  wlioni  we  buy 
little  in  be^t  dexirvin^  encmtragenient,  and  that  the  traile  \\\\ii  tlioc4 
from  whom  we  buy  nlmoHL  alt  we  want  should  he  di.tronragcd. 
Ttiey  suppose,  also,  that  wherever  wo  supply  the  liriiish  waut«.  DO 
other  source  is  to  be  found,  if  oure  is  stopped.  I  wrilu  with  a 
gallopiug  pen,  and  could  continue  as  long  as  my  breath  would 
hold  without  enuineratijiiK  the  data  and  pustulata  of  iheHC  u]<-n.  <Ml 
of  which  are  unlruf,aaA  in  n>»ny  instance:)  tlie  inverse  projiii<<ittiin« 
can  \w  proved.  We  sell  to  Great  Britain  annually  oiif-halfof  all 
the  surplus  of  our  domestic  pnxluce.  If  tins  profluev  Wf  re  luauu- 
factnrca,  they  would  probably,  in  ease  of  prohibition,  lind  aome 
other  uuu-ket :  they  would  not  imuiediatcly  porisb.    A  little  vans- 
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UoD  of  (he  I&ltnr  nixl  Hklll  ihnt  wron^^lit  tlieni  aoiild  |)ro<1iic'«  some* 
thing  elite  of  eqiiul  raliif  a«lA|iU'(]  In  tlid  tiif^K-  of  tlDinestio  or  iieir 
foreijirn  castmuers,  or.  In  spile  of  i)r(>bibitorT  lanw.  ntxiM  tinil  ilii)»e 
wlio  hiu)  lif(.-D  ni>oiui(jiii<Ni  1o  them.  It  was  triumphantly  *lri-liiivd 
hjr  Mr.  RIailiMJii  nii<l  hU  niUii>iY!iiu  iliitt,  hy  n?ru>-uig  to  tmy  Hritiah 
n)Kiiufii''tiirf4,  u'v  coiilil  brill);  iliKtn^xH  on  x  milltim  ur  iiiilli<iiis  of 
P«41|iIr  in  (irpjit  llritJiin,  And  that  llielr  rliMVintriilH  wniihl  drivo  the 
niiiiklry  from  ihpir  p)u%i.  It  was  ut  the  samv  lime  urf;eil  with 
e>|ua1  confidence  that  our  mmmemal  (xjwer  wa*  irresisUhl*?.  ifraitt* 
tcr  hf!d  their  hrearl  in  gut  hands,  nhiclt  wc  hiul  only  to  iihut  ftod 
tbpy  wouM  bTarvi-.  Thi^  1  uu<t(.Tstuuil  to  apply  to  Kumjiv  u  wuU 
■K  the  >Vc»t  India  inlHndx.  Ncm-  it  U  iiiHlonliti>dly  li-ue  tlial  a  »iiiU 
don  6top|in«o  of  the  Wtwt  Tndin  supply  would  be  an  tnconveiiience, 
&U(]  would  jtroduce  coiwidt-rable  sufferiug  :  bul  thin  niiixt  he  a  stup* 
pafC  of  all  nupjities  to  iJiat  quarUtr.  or  Circat  Urilain  would  certainly 
hare  a  flhara  of  it.  ftithur  hy  cjiptiini  or  [H-aceably  hy  pitrrbiuiin^  it 
at  the  othur  isIamU.  It  nhouM  lie  ix-niarka^I  livrtf  llmt  no  ^jvut 
mua  of  population  in  any  conntry  \»  dependent  for  its  principal 
aubaistenoe  on  Imported  fond.  Nature  is  kind  in  thlt>.  a-s  a  ilioasand 
oth«r  casea.  to  iet  bonndii  to  the  |iow«rr  of  political  projectors.  The 
West  India  inland  BetUemetiLi  arc  muro  dopcndcni  Uiau  any  other; 
yet,  if  thuy  once  arc  comf)clled  lo  miso  their  o«u  bread  hy  our 
pruhibitionfi,  vrc  ^aliuiild  never  rcaiie-  tn  liuiient  and  rondcmti  ibe 
folly  that,  produced  them,  tt  is  wilhiii  my  own  rccrjllwtion  wht-n 
the  island)^  were  chiefly  fed  by  the  com  nf  Biirope.  France  never 
permitml  a  bnnv]  of  flour  to  be  carried  to  her  colonEca  from  any 
fon^i^i  muntry  unlU  thu  revolution  iihouk  h«r  law«.  The  little 
she  took  frum  um  was  nmnj^^jU'd ;  <<]h^  even  «U|i|>lii?d  the  Spaniards 
with  the  tlotir  in  Cadiz  which  they  trnnRport*<l  to  the  IlnTana. 
More  recently,  the  Havana  market  has  been  supplied  with  wheat 
from  tlie  SjuiniMli  fccttlemontA  on  the  main,  nltii-h  la  a  very  fertile 
country.  Kvery  "»<•  knows  that  tnaizu  and  other  hreml  can  be 
rais«Kl  tn  the  itlaniit  ph^ntifuUy,  and  would  he.  if  X^w  pro  tit  on  »u^ar, 
Ac.,  was  not  groaI«r  than  on  raiAing  bread,  ^[ake  hn-ml  dt-ar  in 
ihe  We*t  Indies,  or  make  It  very  uncertain,  and  they  will  no 
longer  look  to  yon  for  supplier.  In  r^anl  to  F.uro|)e.  all  ilie 
{troviiiionR  »he  takes  from  the  United  States  in  a  year  would  hLinlly 
amount  to  live  davK*  i;ub»tHteu4«.  One  Hlmwer  uf  rain  loo  much  ur 
too  little  oil  Uieir  crops  make*  &  gr»i(«r  difference.  The  f;rain  of 
■U  kinds  consumed  in   Europe  in  each  year  cunno't  l)e  Iom  tliaa 
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neveii  or  eiylil.  sinl  In  "^(ime  years  nine,  liiiiulrt^  iiiiilioii«  of  WusliielK. 
NoliviittHtnii'iliiig  miiny  emharrn&'iments  nn  ibe  corn  triuli?,  it  is 
Devessarily  ilivtributed  with  tolerable  vqtialil}'.  Hoir,  wljtM  n  very 
tririiug  HilTor«npe  citn  it  iiiAkt}.  wItetWr  wc  Mend  them  t«n  luiltioits 
more  op  nol.  'I'iie  only  differein-e  w  iJitiii  is  «  pi-eseiit  convenient 
fciipiily  i"  tlmw  few  jilafe*,  ace«itsil>te  by  sea.  » lien*  llif  M-ju'cily 
U  [Hiinlvil  out  by  a  lii^h  price.  But,  althiiii^h  lite  diffi-rouce  la 
them  IB  Iririiii);.  yt?t  t'l  ur  it  would  b«  n  serious  Iuhs  lu  have  no 
vfiic  for  a  snrpltM  of  t«Mi  inilltoiiH  of  ilt>II»r«'  valiti'.  Kiiwia  mid 
PolHnd  in  the  north.  Sinly  tmA  the  people  of  Afi'icA  in  ilie  »oulli, 
liRve  been  the  princijml  venders  of  gntin,  especially  wheat.  J  aui 
persimrled,  if  lo  all  thfit  is  exported  fi-om  those  aiuntririt  you  ntkl 
nil  lliiit  n-(?  uxport.  the  tat4iJ  n-oidd  Ue  Ichk  tliau  five  jier  ct'tit  [\ 
might  say  thrci^  percent)  of  the  t'onsuuiptioti  of  Europe.  1  lliiuk, 
therefore,  we  could  not  stance  any  nation  in  Jiuropt.  »<ir  /trd  t/icm 
if  they  were  ttarving.  With  resfpcct  (o  raw  materiuts  lliey  uru 
more  certainly  nswltvl  ifian  fiKul.  I  believe,  however,  we  ln)ld 
'  nothing  of  this  dcJH-riplion  of  pv'ii.t  vnlui;  but  what,  may  Im*  areimrrd 
eltwewtiere^  or  Bd[nil:<i  of  tome  Hub^litiitf  thiit  can  be  HcqaJred.  The 
hnprovi'menCd  in  chemistry  niiil  [uitiiral  hitttory  go  Ituitd  in  hiutd  iu 
miitliplyiDg  usea  of  naturul  gubstuucci.  and  anpplying  tlii>s«  sub- 
ftianocs.     U  a^hex  become  ec;ircc,  buriLla  will  be  cultivated. 

We  now  si>ll  coilon  to  the  En^jliiih  to  the  nnLount  of  mx.  niilliont 
of  dollnrN,  und  thin  artide,  if  uninif>mipted.  may  increase  to  twelve 
niillion>>  in  Ivu  years  more,  oh  it  h»H  at  the  wime  ralv  the  last  tea 
years :  \m\,  if  you  choose  to  interrupt  it.  Great  BriUiin  liiis  il  io 
Irt  [luwer  to  obtain  ample  supplies  piirtly  from  Dulcb  Guiana  atid 
her  own  i^himU,  and  iiHleiinitely  ivwv.  the  ^^l#t  Indies,  it  the 
cnrringe  he  dear,  it  will  empliiy  her  seamen  ;  and  thiii  gain  of  power 
always  !<ati.>ille9  ber  for  n  liiUe  loss  of  money.  And  thin  lenils  uie 
to  remark  thai  her  navi^'atioti  lawa,  including  her  fishery  UiutitieM, 
art,  n^  now  u»der!ttor»(l,  botl4mit;il  on  the  prin('i]t]eft  of  national 
defence  tt,'^  ilepeiidiii^  on  nnviil  xlreiigth,  mid  not  on  the  princi|ili'« 
of  pecuniary  profit.  Grent  Britain  oft*n  pays  direct  hountie*  to  ft 
greater  nmonnt  than  the  whole  profit  on  the  fiiih'eneH.  She  also 
pay  I  indirectly  a  tjix  on  her  intennil  induHtry  to  eocoura^^  naviga> 
tkin.  All  exelusiomt  of  foreign  freight  operate  to  nUM  or  keep  up 
the  frHg;ht:ige  of  her  own  sbipti,  but  ixi  this  eke  calculatee  that  sho 
muinliiiiiH  her  mnrilime  forcf*  in  the  cheapest  manner.  Being  an 
ielatul,  her  aafuty  demands  she  should  be  alwayn  atrong  at  kas 
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anil,  hy  rvintrihiiling  in  various  ways  to  the  support  of  niimj»Poii« 
svameu  iu  tiini?  of  peaoet  sbe  has  Lh«m  aJnavs  prepared  In  light  for 
hw  in  war.  The;  maj  be  couitidvrcd  u  a  naval  militia,  who 
chiefly  subsifll  ihctiibolvcts  In  peace  ;  and  thf  ([otii^iency  U  suppHoiI  hv 
tliR  n:ttion,  »ho  oonvt^rt*  ih't'iu  In  a  i-CiJiilnr  inilit»rv  nmriiiif  in  war. 
How  far  this  sort  of  policy  is  flomandcil  hy  iho  rnmlitioii  ninl 
circun]!>Laiiccfl  of  the  UtiiUHl  Slatfs  I  will  nut  liuw  impiiru  ;  hut 
tliat  w«  ought  cunstnnlly  to  lc«ep  up  a  r«Hp«ctal)Ie  iiavul  force,  auil 
be  well  prepured  at  nil  times  to  enlarge  it  wiilioiit  dday.  no  utnii 
CUD  doubt  who  coDsi'lfrs  wliul  eori  of  a  ivurM  ml-  live  iu.  —  liow 
pronn  usiTions,  ax  well  aa  iitdivirhialit,  iirc-  to  vinlatR  ^urh  othf-r'* 
rif^itR.  atul  hiiw  vain  it  h  to  PX)M)rt  to  1m>  hfian^l  iipnn  any  otht-r 
graatid  tlian  Ihst  yuii  are  nut  to  he  aitackeil  with  ini|ninity.  I 
observe  «tnoii«;  the  exporti«  to  Gri'iii  Britiiin  three  millions'  vnliio 
of  lobiujTO.  This  article  may  be  rnifted  in  innny  couniries  as  n*!- 
vantagpoufily  ns  in  the  United  Slati-a;  but  its  iiU]jerior  fitneiM  for  ft 
heavy  tax  tn  most  ulher  arlicli's  has  almost  eviTTwhurt'  in  Kumpe 
8ahj(!i--ti.*it  il  to  the  solo  pnrposeof  revenue.  It  has  been  lh«*r»'f<inj 
imported  by  sea.  and  iti*  cnltiire  forhiddon.  Porln^al  and  .Spain 
import  from  ibeir  own  colonies  vast  (juaiililieii  of  oil  excellent 
quality,  and  the  former  re-exports  to  a  considerable  amount  the 
Brar-il  tob:iwv>.  It,  would  ho  porffclly  easy  lo  make  the  Portti- 
gnese  and  SpjiuianU  our  suwessful  coiupelitora  in  the  jintdurthm 
vi  thioartidt'.  It  would  lieextraonlin.iry  if  there  wtirt^  to  lie  (oniid 
among  the  articles  of  our  wtminenie  any  one  ihint:  indi*[>en sable  lo 
Great  Britain,  and  not  to  be  procured  eUewhere  ;  but  it  would  not  be 
exiraordinary.  in  our  juvenile  sinte.  if  there  arc  many  things  indis- 
petiBuhle  U)  uk  which  wo  have  eXL-hneively  reeeived  fn«n  her.  I 
rwid  and  hear  wUh  aHmr.einent  mtm  in-i-ftiiisf  that  Ort-nt  Hriiiiiu 
would  be  a  pvaier  RufFerer  than  the  United  Slates  hy  an  intenlie- 
tion  of  trade,  nnd  ihnl  in  nn  exjiertment  on  feetf-denyinji;  nrilinniiees 
she  would  be  the  first  to  yivKl.  Our  public  dLicunienls  nhnw  that 
of  all  our  surplus  she  annually  buys  h»1f,  and  of  all  onr  foreiga 
fapplies  she  furnishes  two-thirds  of  what  we  oousume.  Is  it,  then, 
possible  any  man  i^hoiild  doubt  that  our  affairs  would  be  extremely 
deran;;ed,  lutth  private  ntid  piibtic  ?     It  m  not. 

But.  although  this  onmniercc  liears  ro  great  a  proportion  to  ihe 
whole  comineroe  of  uur  country,  it  benrs  a  siu^ill  proportion  to 
the  whole  commerce  of  Great  KntMin.  AH  that  she  l>ny«  fmtn  tis 
is  less  than  one-sixtb  of  her  imjiorts,  and  all  that  she  lelli  to  u« 
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lf«fi  than  a  fifrh  of  her  exports.     This  vicvr  of  the.  suhjrrt  showi 


tliitt  iht 


injiirv  or  incoiiVLtiu'nnu  winihl  b<;  at  timi^s  am  ?mit 
Uniti»il  Sl«l*-»  MX  Hi  lirwit  Hritain.  I  hiivc  uodimtrt,  if  th»f  esitfri- 
mi*nt  is  erifd,  it  will  provt»  so;  fniii  tliat,  iTiAt^Arl  of  t.hp  hnilon- 
niakors  vising  in  KnglnnJ  to  expel  llie  minblerR,  we  elioiiM  see 
the  p«op]«  of  tlio  United  Slates  cIurnoriDf;  ii^iiiftl  lh«  MI7  of 
their  rnlem,  and  <1>-ii).iii(liiig  a  clmna«  of  maiwiire*  * 

It  \«  (i.iii'jiiUr  iliiil.  men  who  t'X[«H-l  to  ilinirew  the  Brili!«h  ly 
refusina;  to  hny  of  ihem  should  not  perceive  ihnl  we  mnrt  a1«o 
nufifer  hy  rlieir  refusing  to  liny  of  ii4.  I  coiiwive.  however,  that 
the  idea  i«  totnlly  fiilse  (iw  we  npply  it)  that  the  seller  is  moat 
lienertte'I.  If  our  iTrnle  with  Great  Itriliiin  were  ahnli^hed,  it 
wotiM  soon  be  nimifest  that  our  soliciimle  lo  bay  the  forhithlen 
^H]<i  wniiM  bo  miirh  greater  than  theirs  Ui  sitll  tliem ;  aihI  Uiat, 
while  llieir  prices  nt  hoiue  would  Kcare**Iy  vary  at  all,  the  artioW 
when  broiiiihi  here  wonhi  be  rlonbled  in  prire.  On  ihe  olher 
hand,  iiiiiiiy  of  the  articles  we  should  wish  to  sell  would  fall  hero 
60  muL-h  liptnw  their  comtnon  level  iti  price  as  to  compeTisate  men 
far  setKlin^  iJicm  nl  ^^reat  rink  hy  circuitous  routes  to  iha  British 
ninrkct,  then;  ti*  be  »ol*l  at  lilCle  more  th»u  the  orflinary  rate. 

In  our  lr:uli;  with  Spain  and  the  soiilh  of  Kiirnpf,  we  vtdl  mtich 
mnr*"  ihtin  we  hiiy.  There  is  a  loss  often  by  the  ships  returning 
tifiui  friiighU/il.  There  is  also  a  loas  on  the  liatance  of  this  Imde. 
which  tnimt  l»c  n'tvived  in  money  or  bills  which  ar«  ordinarily  of  a 
correspr indent  value.  Thuit.  when  money  cannot  be  extracted 
from  S|>flin  wilhnnl  n  Iims  of  five  p^r  f^nl  (which  was  fiommonly 
the  case  fnnuurly),  there  will  be  a  loss  of  about  five  per  cent  oa 
hills.  Thu  Mime  has  held  true,  when  the  Ion  on  loouey  was 
twelve  or  fourteen  per  cent.  Tel.  hk  this  trftdc  1*  one  on  wliieh  we 
sell  more  tlinn  we  buy,  and  n'eeive  the  Iwlance  in  money,  >t  is 
conceired  by  many  to  be  the  inont  useful,  as  far  a*  its  amount  jjoes, 
of  any  we  carry  tui.  Tn  Kuhslh,  wo  sell  little  or  Dothiiij:.  and  liny 
to  ft  gnat  anioiuil.  We  ^jo  tlit-re  rfrorf  freighlMl,  and  pay  all  in 
ciuh  or  rather  in  hillN  on  London,  hrttrr  tn  iijt  tfinn  nu>nty,  \in\\\\^ 
cost  ns  a  rnnsidenihle  priMiiiiim  in  Spnin  or  elsewhere  t  yet  wlio* 
among  ihow  thnl  think  no  trade  so  important  to  the  buyer  a«  bi 
the  seller,  will  dwe  m  deny  that  the  trade  with  KiL«aia  since  I7*IS 
lta«  beeu  for  \i*  amount  the  uxoti  useful  trude  lo  the  4?i>uulry  P 

Tlie  lieinp,  iron,  and  diirk  l)rr>ni!hl  fritni  UiihhU  haw  bevn  U> 
our  fisheries  and  na\'i;^lion  like  »eei]  to  a  crop.     Had  it  »  hap- 

t  Tlib  pn)|ilii-i-y  wan  literally  f  uIHIUhI  wlirn  Ihv  embargo  wiu  laid. 
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pen«<I  thnt  th«  trade  of  Spam  ani  RnssiR  wvre  uuild,  tbe  time 
and  (>x}jeiiM^a  nf  a  lunldJc  [laituigc  niid  othi^r  Iosm.'c  wouM  tiave  boon 
avnitleil.  That  is,  it  would  hnve  htvea  IxitK??  U.  its  In  our  trade 
with  Eii;ilaiid,  wu  could  have  sold  Hrwl  Itoiight  at  the  *am(*  ji.Iiu''^, 

I  have  now  }!)veD  tou  a  ^neral  idea  of  mv  maniiiir  of  ihiuking, 
but  have  iiol  answered  your  question. 

I  do  not  jK-rcL'iv«  any  conttideruljic  vffeoc  Ihnt  trill  be  prodiicM 
hy  .Smith's  Will,  if  it  should  bcoome  a  law.  It  atm«  to  opon  the 
British  purtA  for  HrUelea  ttvt  of  the  CnUed  Statts  In  Auivrivun  lM>t> 
toinx ;  ai)d  U  fiinctM,  if  thi«  iii  not  admitted  by  tlit'  Mrtliith.  tlial, 
their  hnttomn  iihall  not  bring  to  ui>  artiden  not  of  their  otm  prodact 
or  manufirclur*.  I  take  it  for  granted  Great  Britain  >vill  not 
pt-rniamintly  admit  us  to  import  into  her  <1ominion8  in  our  boltom« 
any  articles  not  of  our  own  ^rowtli  or  prodticl.  According  to  the 
bill,  thorvfnre.  we  nIiiUI  n^fiiHe  to  her  the  privile^rt^  nhe  now  enjoys 
of  importing  into  the  I'nitwl  States  articlos  other  than  ihoso  of  her 
own  growth,  prwtnct,  and  oiaiiufacturv.  lliu  effect  of  the  hill  is 
tberctfnre  to  bi:  mL-aMirt-d  by  th(^  amount  of  all  thu  Arli<;ie^  not  of 
hrr  mrn  f/nrdtict  whirh  are  brou<{hl  into  llie  [hiite'l  Slates  in 
Britixh  Ixitroni*.  Witbrtut  rerurriiij^  tri  docuineDtri.  1  idiould  think 
that  in  war  ihi«i  amotint  is  taf}'  trtflinfr  Indeed,  and  in  peace  not 
very  larj;!;.  If  I  am  correct  in  [hi«.  the  only  effect  of  any  Impor- 
tance til  bu  expectixi  Im  to  irritate  Great  Driiuiu  by  mnntfe^ting  a 
spirit  nf  li.-(ln-d  and  animosity,  and  by  attempting  to  mtimidate  hor 
with  tlie  dread  of  a  new  tuiemy.  when  iu  truth  she  hu»  no  su4?h 
en«iny  to  fear:  for  I  am  satisfied  a  war  with  that  nation  n'ould  l>6 
Mwn  too  unpopular  for  the  nd mi nii^t ration  to  mninlAiu  it,  or  iiinin- 
tain  their  iitaoi>8.  Every  nalinn  has  an  equal  inght  lo  re;-ulale  ita 
own  cominerce,  and  we  iind>inbl»Hlly  have  aa  gmxl  a  rij^df  to  piwi  il 
navigation  law  as  Great  Britain.  Such  a  raeaawpi'.  ther«'f<ir«,  enn- 
sidered  in  the  abtstravt,  is  no  ground  of  offwnc*.  But,  notwithstand- 
ing our  right  is  clear  to  do  thia.  It  r«nnnt  h*  oonoenli.-d  that  for 
more  than  ten  yimrs  the  pnriy  now  in  power  have  di^cnvered  a 
deaire  to  do  all  the  harin  poasiblo  to  Great  Britain,  ycit^out  proi^ok^ 
ing  ker  to  tear.  .TcffcrsoTi.  MudLt^ii,  Livingst^in,  Moimie,  Arm- 
sinmg,  and  many  oiIiltb,  havn  puiilislietl  ihilr  hostile  wiiiUua. 
Such  a  n)e.-i4iirL-  jih  IIw  one  pn>pii>>ed  »t  tliiH  linn-  wmild  iiiiliiHta 
more  of  the  inclination  to  hurt  Great  Britain  than  to  help  our- 
BelTe«.  Should  it  prodiiee  o[i  her  [inrt  any  kind  of  reneutioent, 
we  ithould  h«  boimd  in  honor  to  retaliate ;  and  a  iterie'S  uf  crimina- 
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tionfl  and  recriminnlioiiH  wouM  t^nd  itlron^ly  to  an  ■•vfitliul  iiiLur* 
diction  of  commerdiJ  intercflwrse,  and  tlms  out  viimiler  the  tie 
which  binds  ua  toother  in  peaoe.  It  cariiiol  esoups  the  iiotic«  of 
British  slalenaen  that  we  aequicsw  witlioni  a  miirinur  in  rrjiul*- 
llons  of  otlier  aallonK,  \yhicti  we  couipluiu  uf  wlii-ii  CLiiforLTHl  hy 
Great  ItritHiii.  Tlie  uulouy  monopoly  uf  S(>ai]).  V*ortiigul,  ami 
Fmncp,  m»y  I»e  ndcInuM]  as  exam])1oii.  Tlie  two  fimt  ni  lhe*ie 
tiBlinnii  maintain  in  pPAcn  an  nnijiialifie^l  exctiiHion  of  our  tnwle; 
Eutl  Fr.ini.-«,  though  she  adiQttteil  our  ve^Nflii  anil  thrts  favored  our 
Qitvi^uion,  rt't  the  condiiiona  of  their  irntic  wcro,  on  tbc  whole, 
us  uufuvurnble  to  our  iiuiiuiiul  iiUL-rest.  us  lliow  of  Great  Uritaui. 
Frwnop  refiutcd  flour,  and  tonk  (i»h ;  l»nf  Hhe  took  iho  fwU  umler  a 
duly  of  thiriy  per  cent,  whirh  *hp  applieil  lo  the  ericourngpmeiil  of 
her  own  tihliL-rmen.  She  pennitlvd  us  to  take  molaase^,  sail,  uid 
French  manu£icitur(>s  only  in  nrtuni  ;  but  all  thi»  waa  allowed  in 
oiir  own  vu&sela.  Thu  British  n^f(ui*<>d  fish,  hut  took  flour,  and 
sllowtnl  almost  «vui-y  artJclu  hi  ivdini  vxuvpt  vottoii,  and  on  the 
ssine  t«nns  M  if  cftrrir-ii  to  cither  JlririHh  oolonii^s;  hut  it  must  all 
bu  uirrlot  In  HrittKh  ships.  Considering  cominert'e  aiid  navi;;atinn 
an  one  interest,  and  a«  iiihuervient  to  Uta  prottuci'ng  interest  uf  the 
nation,  it  is  ericlent  that,  if  our  clamora  against  GrC'a!.  RriUiiti  were 
jnNtiliahle,  they  shuiilil  haw  heuu  ei|ua]ly  luud  apiin»t  Kmnce. 
]ttil  I  h;ivt>  never  been  eoiivinc^i'd  they  WL-re  jimt  towards  either. 
Tlie  ri^ht  of  the  Europeans  to  Tnonopolize  respectively  their  txH- 
ony  trade  is  ealabliiihed.  and  it  mu)^t  be  left  to  their  own  diftcrciton 
how  far  to  relax  it.  We  are  to  situated  aa  to  Irado  niili  ibein 
in  a  nmiiiK'r  redpnjcully  henelieiul,  and  1  bhoiiliJ  not  despair 
of  obtaining  by  uf<;utiali»us  u  reasonable  portion  of  it  Ju  the 
course  of  a  few  years.  But  I  do  not  believe  in  our  cotopelency  to 
extort  it  from  Krmioe  or  Great  nritain.  I  deem  it  uufortunaie 
that  ipieAtioiiA  of  this  kind  thntilil  1m!  utarl^  at  this  time,  wheu  it 
niHUl  be  olivioua  thiil  any  atitllL-ini-iit  wc  L-imld  make  would  1w  liable 
to  bu  broktu  up  by  llie  yreal  events  uf  lliu  war.  It  is  also  morti- 
fying to  see  this  country  no  ardently  coTite*ting  with  Great  BritAid 
llietie  little  iiointR.at.  the  moment  iihe  i.-*  Rglitiiig  for  us  as  altsojutely 
as  for  herself,  and  when  it  is  to  be  feiu'ed,  ii'  she  fails,  her  niiulcr 
will  be  ourft. 

You  set]  I  tliiuk  it  iuexpediunt  to  pass  this  law  or  any  of  tli« 
looliidi  resolutions  about  non-inijwrtationa  nnd  noR-iniercourse,  or 
ether  non-sense.     If  Great  Britain  cannot  keep  her  ground,  we 
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must  treat  with  Fr 


mistress  of  the  world;  iimt,  !£  Great 


ranee 
llriifiin  docs  mniutain  Uc^r  standing.  I  think  diui.'}i  will  depend  on 
Uie  temper  of  Ku^MIl  in  rcgiinl  to  ilie  ]iolii-y  of  Gn-jit  llriittin 
tuwAnI  iieuir»lii.  The  lofty  toue  u(  Great  Hrilxin  »».■*  well  «iip- 
ported  at  CopeiihAffRn.  in  1800 ;  but  she  avniled  herself  of  ihfl  rtrst 
moment  to  ilieitolve  that  formt'lable  coiifederocv  uOlicIi  hud  been 
formi^fl  ill  tilt'  Nartli.  About  that  time  (ju  1  Lliink)  Mr.  1ving*s 
BpSritctI  nul(!  tiiiliici-<l  the  gitvcnimctit  to  t«mpariz(^,  tliou|;h  rt-liic- 
tantly.  The  ptacc  with  IIui>i^itt  socm  after  wiis  ma<Iu  by  a  BacrilifO 
of  the  D>I<>>ii»l  |»riurip)e,  ak  it  ih  mlltil.  Luril  Greiivillt-  deJiounrtvl 
that  part  of  Lh»  Kn^sinn  trenLy ;  and  the  new  iniiiisten*  oblKined 
from  Htiosiit  aw  expluoiktorr  artiel«,  reiiloriiig  liock  a  part  of  wli:tt 
Lord  St.  Iloleus  had  yielded.  Lord  Grenville  is  now  in  place, 
and  hut  priiieiples  would  forbid  iis  to  hope  for  eoncessionfi  lowanl 
neutrals,  Mr.  Vox,  a  M."iliUt.ni»  <leumiphguii  oul  of  olRix*,  luay  be 
bigli-loned  in;  bin  this  is  uncertain.  Mr.  Krskine  fmni  liis  known 
character  may  be  expected  to  favor  nioderalc  measures  towunl 
neutrals,  and  not  the  lesa  m  toward  the  United  Slatm  from  hold- 
large  sums  in  our  fiin<]]i.     On  the  whale,  the  new  minlntrr  is 

ntade  up  Uiat  they  inny  adupt  viguruus  measures  toward  tteulraU, 
if  Utiuia  will  join  :  but  T  think  chey  will  temporize,  unletu  that 
tikes  place:  aiid  I  should  think  it  highly  proper  for  our  gOTem- 
iAmuI  Io  know  the  true  ainte  of  things  between  those  two  powers, 
before  any  great  mousurL'  is  executed. 

1  hope  Mr.  Lloyd  will  write  to  Mr.  Qiiiiicy  by  to-morrow's 
poaU  Yoiirti  txuly,  and  I  may  now  say  ohedienliy, 

G.  a 

CaDOT    to    FlCKEBtNG. 

March  31,  1800. 

yit  DGAK  Sir, —  I  Bent  you  by  this  day's  mail  four  sbcctA, 
which,  if  your  pHtictice  were  not  inexhaustible,  you  woiild  nev^r 
wmW  tJiruugh.  I  am  tenijited  to  try  it  a  liitle  further  by  nddiii<! 
auotlier,  tliouyb  I  liardly  ibink  I  chull  have  "iipplied  one  mtUtrrnil 
faet  or  thoujjbt  whiih  yoii  did  nut  pnoM-fw  be-font.  It  in  not  a  point 
settled  in  my  mind  how  far  the  navij*alinn  of  the  United  .States 
will  be  favore^l  by  the  Ihws  and  sleady  jiolicy  of  the  eonnlry,  if  it 
should  ever  have  a  i^ystem  worthy  of  that  tinnie.  Noihing  has  yet 
occurred  to  bring  principles,  opinions,  and  party  inllucneus  to  a 
proper  test.     It  has  indeed  been  believed,  and  the  belief  propa- 
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gated  by  the  "New  York  Evening  Post,"  that  our  imiMwiliun  o( 
fortjr-foiir  oc-nts  on  fon^ign  loiiiiago,  him)  an  nujfniPiiUtiikti  ^r  duties 
on  gni)<k  imporlod  fn  Coreif;!)  botLomn,  h»vF>  ()nr;a&mne(t  Oial  tm- 
iiieiiKe  inrm-ast*  uf  Atii(»rcrj*ii  iihi|)j)iii(r  wlii'li  luis  tiikeii  plane  since 
17'1I.  Now,  I  am  of  npininn  that  this  mnnAtroiL'i  incron^  <>(  navi- 
gation anil  tradfl  may  he  ailriliuted  to  the  wni-fi  of  Kurujio;  aod 
thi»  u  s-o  ciiaWy  proved,  that  it  is  needless  to  state  the  facts  or  the 
arfptmeiit. 

Id  h  time  nf  pcuct'.  I  am  st-tisilile  the  fortti^ci  extra  dutii^K  iroiiM 
be  sensibly  felt ;  and,  until  mich  a  timL-,  w  can  hanliy  cuiijecture 
what  mcotiurea,  if  aiiy.  will  be  ailopt<>«l  to  counteract  them  by  those 
DjLtions  wlio  will  then  fee)  their  ^ffecl«.  Should  (oruigii  uations, 
however,  relallar^'  in  any  manner  that  enibai-i-adNea  cnniuu'ir^;  and 
(lRprRSAe.<i  thi!  valnt^  nf  our  nnuvn  pnHlnrtinn>i.  I  should  nppr^^hend 
great  difcuuteutfi  ainoug  the  Kiiidholdct-s  and  ^.-ultivators.  We  ar« 
soenBtomCid  to  con^iider  the  intereitl  of  navij^ntion  and  the  interest 
of  merchsDM  aa  the  interest  of  coinm*?)'^?.  Hiii  i^  tliia  oorroct  ? 
il  not  truA  tiuil  the  tide  of  <M9nnMHrn«  nould  Hivnll  the  highest,  if' 
all  the  worhl  were  pctrffnily  free  to  contribute  to  the  stream^  otiil 
that  the  fnllL>«t.  frve«t,  and  fuirest  competition  in  commerce  woilld 
give  to  our  producor«  1-W  liigbext  prices  and  supply  them  a1  the 
lowest?  Km,  while  thin  wouhl  be«t  rtult  t)if_'  pliintor,  it  woul^ 
certaiiily  le»»en  the  profila  of  Diir  ship-owners  and  our  luerL'lmntSil 
These  are  rhfonfieat  truths,  not  to  be  despiseil,  and  oot  to  b« 
t4)0  iinptirjily  triig({>d.  FnicticiU  men  know  that,  iu  a  country  of 
Eucli  iinlent  oonimt'irinl  enterinini.'  :im  Ihe  I'nited  Siatev,  many  arti' 
cles  hiivo  a  v.iIul-  which  would  be  woriblosH  umniig  an  indolent  or 
Kvnn  a  phlegmatic  people.  Our  merchanta  seek  c«iatiuuHUy  oew 
marketH  for  wbattiver  our  country  ra.n  produo«.  This  gives  an 
impnli4(^.  and  oft<-n  a  dirttRtion,  to  industry  more  aclvantageoiis  ihanj 
it  enuld  olherwi^ie  rL'ceive.  ElmiL'e  I  iuf'.'r  tliat  the  landed  inleresti 
of  our  country  would  be  well  oompeiituit'-d  for  any  apparent  imrtial 
sacrtlteeb  iu  support  of  the  cummitrnal  and  naviguLing  iut«r<»ts.  If 
ibestf  latter  dMiJiiie  and  languifh,  tJie  d«-inand  fi>r  our  pixKluctlons 
for  fon-ign  inarkft^  would  be  le^a  in  aninunt  ami  less  oonslant.  and 
OUT  prudiit'eni  would  f(«)  the  liwa.  Should  the  force  oi  these  argu- 
menta  be  admitted,  it  still  remHins  doubtful  Aow  Jar  the  pritielple 
ou^ht  to  opcrnt«  to  czriudt.-  foreign  compt^^ritors.  It  ia  not  to  be 
imagined  thiil  we  can  vngro6«  our  whole  trade  with  utbcr  naliom. 
IX  all  iKiriif--"  arii  equally  atrenuous  and  etiually  poraevering,  ire 
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might  conclude  that  one-half,  or  nearly  that  proportion,  might 
finally  remain  to  each.  For  whatever  claim  of  rigM  ia  set  up  by 
one  party  may  be  set  up  by  the  other  with  equal  reason.  Admit- 
ting, however,  that  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  some  nations, 
and  the  character  of  others,  we  could  monopolize  the  trade  between 
this  and  other  countries,  there  is,  I  think,  one  argument  against 
it,  which  the  agricultural  States  may  urge  with  plausibility.  They 
may  say  that  a  war,  if  it  should  happen,  would  be  doubly  distress- 
ing by  cutting  off  at  once  all  demand  for  their  exports ;  whereas, 
if  foreigners  were  employed  to  carry  a  part,  the  evil  would  be  les- 
Bened  in  that  proportion.  I  have  never  had  much  confidence  ia 
the  success  of  our  plans  to  help  commerce  by  prohibitory  laws.  I 
believe  we  could  secure  more  by  negotiation  than  in  any  other 
way,  and  only  resorting  to  prohibitory  laws  in  the  last  resort  in 
cases  of  some  magnitude,  and  of  manifest  unreasonableness  in  the 
other  parts. 

Tours,  G.  C. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

1S07-18U. 

Tile  Brilish  t>r'lpr«  in  Cotinnl.  —  Thp  yrmcli  Dccn'w.  —  Tlie  Embargo. — 
Mr.  CalMt  UkM  |iflrt  in  tlie  Elvctiona  uf  1(<W.  —  Is  choRM  ft  Mt^mbor  of 
the  CBuncll.  —  Di-ath  of  Anifii.  — Puhtiuaiion  of  Ain«e'a  Wgrlts, — Mr. 
Cabot  undtrtakes  tu  G!4it  Anwe's  Lvllen.  —  Vkws  m  \o  Chttw*  vt "  Briii>h 
Fueilori"  anil  of  Desiipi  to  dlwoWe  ihe  Union,  —  Uenih  of  Mr,  Cnboi'a 
EldefC  ^n,CharL(w.  —  Vivwsio  r«gnrtt  to  War  of  1812. — Corropuiideiu.'e. 

After  the  dwisiona  of  the  British  Atlinirally  Courts, 
iliflictilties  rapidly  tliiekeiifHl  round  the  United  States. 
The  retaliatory  non-importation  act,  discvissetl  at  length  in 
the  l^ttftrs  juat  given,  served  onK'  as  a  useless  irritniit.  and 
effected  nothing.  An  effort  to  negotiate  with  England,  how- 
ever, H(TO]nf)flJiie(l  and  made  a  part  of  this  ill-advisod  meaa- 
nre;  and  WiJltatn  Pitikney  wua  sent  to  London  as  joint 
commissioner  with  Mr.  Monroe.  The  news  that  ihcir  nego- 
tiation wiw  proceeding  snccessfully  induced  Congress,  in 
the  autumn  of  1806,  to  agree  to  a  suspension  of  the  non- 
importation act.  I3ut  these  prc>mieing  ap^ieaninces  vren 
soon  clouded.  The  Imttle  of  Trafalgar  left  England  Kuprema 
upon  the  ocean,  and  Bonaparte  was  compelled  to  fighc 
his  one  unconquered  foe  with  other  than  naval  forces. 
Tiien  it  was  that,  fliwli*^!  xrith  victories  and  master  of 
continental  Europe^  he  issued  from  the  field  of  Jena  the 
famous  lierlin  decree,  by  which  all  commerce  and  inter- 
course with  Great  Britain  were  interdicted  to  the  trliola 
world.  England  was  not  slow  to  retjiliate  by  orders  in 
council  of  similar  nature.  From  tlie  attitude  of  Fi-ance,  it 
(leemed  to  Mr.  Caliot  impOBsible  to  longer  preserve  the  sem- 
bhince  even  of  neutrality,  and  the  policy  ho  now  dcgirod  to 
Bee  adopteil  waa  one  of  (hdiuite  alliance  with  England.  By 
8uch  a  course,  our  commerce,  where  we  alone  were  vulner- 
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able,  would  have  been  protected ;  and,  aloof  from  the  attncfea 
of  Bonaparte's  armii-!),  we  might  by  an  altitude  of  open 
hostility  have  wrung  from  France  a  secure  and  lasting 
peacti.  When  th»*  Eurupi*an  conflict  was  at  iiu  end,  we 
should  have  been  in  a  position  to  treat,  at  leattt,  as  udvun- 
tiigtjously  with  England  ait  at  a  moment  wht-n  her  one 
thought  wa«  to  crush  at  all  hazards  the  power  of  Fnmce. 
By  ducli  a  policy,  too,  we  should  have  made  ourselves  a 
valuable  ally  to  one  party,  an  undesirable  enemy  to  the 
other,  and  our  friendship  would  have  become  an  object 
which  bi>t.li  the  great  p(»wers  would  have  nought  either  to 
acquire  or  retain.  On  Bueh  grounds  as  these,  Mr.  Cabot 
favored  an  altiiince  with  (Jreat  Britain  ;  and  aneh  a  course, 

■  whatever  its  abstract  merits,  would  have  been  at  least  well 
deiuied,  strong,  and  intelligible.  With  such  feeliiigH  an  to 
the  general  policy  proper  to  be  pursued.  Mr.  Cabot  very 
strongly  desii-cd  tin*  ratification  of  the  treaty  negotiateil  by 
Monroe  and  Pinkiiny,  and  lin|H'd  that  in  this  way  an  escape 
from  the  most  pressing  dangers  would  be  secured.  Not  only 
were  these  hopes  in  regaixl  to  the  treaty  destined  to  disap- 
pointment, but  the  disgraceful  atlair  of  tlie  '•  Chesapt-ake  " 
seemed  to  render  vain  any  expectation  of  peace.  Mr.  Cabot 
still  thought,  howevef.  that,  if  (irent  Britain  offered  suitable 
Tcparation  for  the  attack  on  the  ••Chesapeake,"  it  was  our 
duty  to  accept  the  reparation  and  renew  the  uegotiations. 
He  therefore  deprecati'd  all  Bttem|rts  to  inllame  further  an 
already  strongly  excited  public  feeling,  for  he  believed  lliat 
unbridled  anger  and  indignation  tendenl  to  make  [leace  with 
England  impossible,  and  to  encourage  the  administration 
in  wild  and  mistaken  measures.  I1l8  fears  were  not  un- 
founded. A  j^niclainaticm  ordering  Btilixh  men-of-war  to 
leave  our  coasts,  a  demand  for  reparation  so  linked  with 
the  old  grievance  of  impressment  as  to  make  even  dis- 
cnssion  diJhcult,  and  the  famous  embargo,  —  these  were 
the  measures  by  wbicli  Jefferson  hoped  to  overawe  the 
K  great  powers  of  Europe,  and  to  carry  our  young  nation 
H     safely  thraugh  the  greatest  of  external  dangers. 
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So  weak  and  wronjj  was  (lie  emimrpo  policy  that  it  at 
once  gave  in>w  life  td  the  alinoHt  defuuct  Federalist  party. 
It  fell  so  heavily  upon  New  England,  that  Mr.  Cabot 
wrote  to  Piokoriiifi;,  fnvoring  war  e%-en  h8  less  deadJy  ui  Its 
effects  on  oui'  coiumerciai  prosperity  ami  national  well- 
being  than  the  embargo.  So  strong,  however,  was  the 
righteous  piihlic  indignation  at  the  insnlt  offered  to  oiir 
flag  by  Kngland,  that  the  disposition  was  very  general  to 
accept  any  and  every  means  of  retaliation,  even  if  it  took 
the  form  of  commercial  restrictions.  But  the  prominent 
Fe<leralists  in  AliissncUusetts  rallied  at  once  against  thti 
einhai'go,  and  the  ni!Wtt|iap<-r»)  teemed  witli  their  ut  lacks 
upon  the  |H))in'  of  tlie  administration.  These  essays,  written 
with  great  vigor  by  some  of  the  ablest  Federalist  leaders, 
were  not  without  effect,  but  other  causes  contributed  much 
more  to  produce  a  ohuuge  of  public  sentimenL  The  mi^ 
managed  ncgotintions  had  broken  down,  there  was  no  indica- 
tion that  the  embargo  was  merely  temporur)'.  as  had  been  at 
firiit  flupponed,  nnd  the  new  year  (180S)  brought  tlie  ahirnu 
ing  tidings  of  a  royal  proclamation  ordering  a  more  sti-enunus 
enforcement  of  tlie  right  of  search  for  Britidi  deserters.  This 
was  followed  by  an  insolent  letter  from  Mr.  Canning,  declin- 
ing to  renew  nt'gtitiations  on  the  old  baxis.  after  what  he  con- 
sidered the  way  wan!  nnd  uiicertnin  couree  of  our  admin  istm- 
tion.  Mr.  Cabot  still  believed  that  sufficient  reparation  had 
been  offered  by  England  for  the  "  CheKapeake  "  affair,'  tied 
that  the  refusal  of  our  government  to  accept  that  re{n<nitton, 
and  to  then  proeeeti  U.)  treat  fairly  ami  lionestly.  wns  a  ruin- 
ous and  dangerous  policy.  Still  moi-e  did  he  opjKiee  Jeffer^ 
son's  plan  of  consult^ition  with  the  Senate  an  to  the  forei 
jwlicy,  a  method  of  proce<lure  which  be  had  always  eon^ 
sistently  resisted.  He  dreaded  a  war  more  than  any  thing 
else,  not  from  a  fear  of  the  evils  which  all  wars  britig,  but 
because  he  felt  that  war  with  England  meant  subiuission 
to  France;  and  he  was  convinced  lluil  Iwth  Jefferson  and 

1  As  Mr.  Madiniiii  iififrwnH*  acecpied  llii*  rejiaration  (n.im  Mr.  Fmiot, 
in  1811,  ItmitybQiuppOTixl  thnt  lie  and  hticitbinvl.aUo,  thonglit  ll  vufflcitaL 
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Madison  purposely  oToidod  nn  honorable  peace  with  the 
former,  not  orvly  from  a  IwH^f  tliitt  tln-ir  [M>|mliirity  was 
besl  HtiHtiiined  in  this  wavi  but  also  from  a  desire  to  serve 
and  maintniu  the  intercstts  of  th^  lattf^r. 

In  the  n-ifttn  time,  the  opixwition  to  the  embai^  in- 
creased rapidly  in  New  Kuglaiul.  The  anuiliilHtiou  of  the 
shipping  interest  thi-ew  mullitudes  of  men  out  of  wnrk,  and 
the  people  turned  to  the  opponent**  of  thft  miministmtinn 
mefwnrps  for  guidance.  Colonel  Pickering  threw  himself 
eagerly  int<i  the  conflict^  Hml  addrcMsed  a  lettpr  to  Governor 
SnUivati,  getting  forth  with  considerable  ability  and  gix'at 
T%or  the  grounds  of  the  Feden»li»t  opposition.  To  insure 
publieiition.  Colonel  Pickering  trans  in  itt^id  a  copy  to  Mr. 
Cabot;  and.  on  the  refusal  of  Sullivan  to  communicate  Ihe 
letter  to  the  Legislature,  Mr.  Cabot  sent  ihu  co|ii,'  in  his 
poeaesaion  to  the  printers,  and  superintended  its  publica- 
tion. This  paniphlet  w:is  widely  read,  ami  produced  a 
great  Bcnsalion ;  and  Colonel  Pickering,  then  the  most 
prominent  Federaliat  in  public  life,  awitnied  as  far  as 
possible  the  conduct  of  the  party.  Mr.  Cabot  was  most 
anxious  in  regard  to  the  line  of  policy  which  ithoidd  at  ttii» 
time  be  adopted.  What  he  especially  feared  was  the  revival 
of  the  ohl  cry  of  "  Hritish  factiim;"  iinil,  iindfrslaiuling 
Colonel  Pickenng's  extreme  vit-ws,  he  Hreadwl  lest  such 
a  course  should  he  taken  as  to  justify,  in  appearance 
at  least,  tliis  fatal  accusation.  Ho  thei-efore  wn-oto  to 
Colonel  Pickering  with  perfect  franknewi,  urging  him 
most  strongly  lu  avuid  every  thing  either  in  speech  or 
action  which  could  justify  their  enemies  in  calling  them  a 
*•  British  faction."  Mr.  Cabot  saw  clearly  that  hostility  to 
the  enibiirgo  and  the  other  mlminirttration  nieji»iiri'«  was  at 
this  time  likely  to  awaken  the  lat4jnt  suspicion  of  friendship 
to  England,  lie  felt  now,  rs  keenly  as  in  ITilH,  the  injus- 
tice of  the  charge  ;  fur  he  hiiuseU  regardi-d  Kngland  only  as 
our  Ijest  bulwark  against  France,  and  ho  believed  this  to  ba 
the  BCDtimcnt  of  hia  party.     But,  iu  the  critical  state  of  oiu' 
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affuira,  lii!  foresaw  tlmt  any  ntah  or  heateJ  wlvocacy  of  wliat 
were  [lien  ui]po|)ular  viuwA  woiilil  prcAeiii  an  A|>peanuice 
of  symfKitliy  with  Great  ItntJiin.  not  as  the  foe  of  France, 
Imt  09  our  own  ancient  anJ  invetomte  enemy.  In  all 
this  raiam-iihlfi  turmoil  of  foi-eign  politicst  Mr.  Cabot's 
greatest  anxiety  w;i8  ixlwayB  for  the  independence,  honor, 
and  weifaro  uf  hia  country.  The  policy  wJiicli  he  sup- 
port-ed  be  believed  to  bo  the  one  best  adapted  to  eeire 
tlic)  niktion  ;  but  he  knew  that  anv  wonl  or  d(«d  which 
couU  fairly  call  forth  the  odioiia  accusation  of  being  a 
foreign  fuction  would  be  fatiil  to  his  party,  its  policy  and 
its  adherents.  Conseiouff  of  liis  own  innocence  in  repai>l  to 
any  snibservience  to  foreign  intei-ents,  he  wna  well  aware  that 
the  slifjhtest  fnUe  step  mi^ht  lead  to  all  the  dangers  which 
a  ehiirge  of  ihwt  nature  could  pi-ofluce  ;  and  for  this  reason  be 
was  most  earnest  in  his  warnings  to  Colonel  Pick«ring, 
to  the  line  of  policy  that  shoiihl  be  ])ui»ued.  As  far  as  I»« 
was  able,  he  restrained  bin  f  rieiiil,  who,  always  ri-iuly  fur  the 
fray,  and  now  tlushed  with  battle  and  with  the  Buoeess  of 
his  fir*t  as-saalt,  seemed  rejuly  to  l>ecome  an  avowed  par- 
tisan of  Kngland.  Very  fortunately,  he  intrusted  to  Hr. 
Cabot's  care  and  discretion  a  variety  of  letters  and  essays 
with  which  ho  proposed  to  contiium  his  warfare  against 
Democrats  genenilly.  and  aguinst  tliiise  in  iiaHicular  who 
resided  in  Massachusetts,  lint  Colonel  Pickering's  e);crtions 
were  in  this  instance  in  some  mejisure  fnwtrated ;  for  Mr. 
Cabot  quietly  suppressed,  or,  in  his  own  words, "laid  in  his 
biireitu."  several  diatribes  which  his  friend  launched  from 
Wiwhington  on  the  heads  of  their  foes  in  New  England.' 

The  great  public  excitement  cainwd  by  the  ojieralion  of 
the  embarj^o,  and  the  consequent  renewal  of  jiolitical  activ- 
ity on  the  part  of  the  Federalists,  drew  Mr.  Cabot  from  the 
life  of   retiretueni  and  leisure  to  which  he  was  so  much 

1  Aniontc  ntlii'fit  which  ncvfr  mw  tht  lltflit  1<  b  Iflng  Ivllcr  fi)r  pulitk'ft- 
tion,  ■4ltlrci»c>l  fj  Mr  Cntrat  at  a  later  period,  rcwnliiig  ilie  "  bMvaivM  "  of 
Htdboo  Id  hU  negmlsUom  witL  ilie  Briii»h  imbumdur. 
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RttHclied.  He  not  only  lent  Itie  assistance  of  hU  pen  and  of 
his  atlvive  to  liis  ]>arty,  but  he  even  coiiseiitetl  to  the  use  of 
his  name  ns  a  cnndtdato  for  ofiicc.  The  tide  of  opfto^ition, 
liowever,  hnd  rot  yet  begun  to  niii  witli  fiiifRcient  force 
to  give  victory  to  the  Federalists  iu  the  State  electioiia  of 
I  1808.  Sullivan  whb  re-elected  governor;  hut  Mr.  Ca)>ot, 
though  his  party  snfferftd  <l(?fi'at,  was  individually  successrul, 
being  chosen  a  member  of  the  governor's  council.^  Averse 
as  he  was  to  all  forms  of  public  sernce,  this  position  must 
have  bpen  peculiarly  irksome  as  well  as  repugnant  to  his 
retiring  and  indolent  dis|Kisiti<m -,  but  t}ie  rvcords  of  the 
council  show  that  he  was  as  faithful  In  the  performance  oE 
the  ihilies  enlailed  by  tliia  comparatively  Bniall  oflice  as  of 
thone  whicli  fell  to  his  lot  when  a  senator  of  the  United 
States.  There  is  no  break  in  the  evidence  of  his  conjttant 
attendance  at  all  the  meetings  of  the  council,  or  of  his 
attention  to  all  the  various  niatiera  of  business,  great  and 
small,  with  which  he  was  called  upon  to  deal.  The  usual 
labors  of  the  council  were  moreover,  in  the  years  1808-^, 
increased  by  the  death  of  Governor  StilUvan  before  the 
eipiration  of  his  ofljcial  term.  Mr.  Cabot  served  but  for 
oneyenr;  and  he  doubtless  took  advantage  of  the  rising 
fortnnes  of  his  party  to  free  himwlf  fnmi  what  he  consid- 
ered A  saciifice  of  his  own  comfort  and  convpnienco,  and 
which  he  made  only  from  an  unwillingness  to  refuse  aid  to 
his  friends  at  a  critical  j^eriud. 

Soon  after  his  election  as  councillor.  Mr.  ('abot  met  with 
B  severe  Iors  in  the  ileath  of  Fisher  Ames,  his  most  intimate 
and  trusted  personal  frien4l.  It  afTected  him  deeply,  and 
made  his  distaste  for  politics  keener,  if  possible,  than  be- 
fore. He  liad  long  expected  this  misfortune.  The  failing 
health  of  his  friend  had  given  but  too  ample  and  certain 

'  TTif  go»tnior>  coanrll  were  at  llijit  pprirnj  Rh««on  by  ilii>  lA'gi»l«tiire, 
wbrrv  the  FcdimliiU  were  in  a  ninjoriiy.  It  Is  to  the  cr^dli  nf  all  vun- 
cvnwtl  llmi  (lO'rrnor  Sulllvkn  wa«  alile  (u  ttiy  tliat  }if  Imd  Iph  t-onuo- 
rpnjr  wiih  hia  FeileraU*t  councillnra  tliiiD  wirli  Ihoae  of  lh(>  prt'iTtting  jtvun, 
who  wer*  of  hia  own  partjr.     S*c  Aniorjr'a  Lifs  uf  Sulliran,  II.  307- 
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Traminjjr  of  the  appmneliing  end,  yet  tlie  slioclc  wa»  non« 
the  leas  Iianl  to  Im-bi-  wlien  it  came,  liy  the  death  of  Mr. 
Amet!,  tieft  of  the  cLusest  friuiuUhip  and  uH'«cti<}!i,  and  habibi 
of  the  most  cherished  and  coii&tunt  iutercourM;,  were  brokon. 
There  wu>!  no  onef  ouUIUg  of  his  iininmliHte  family,  whose 
loss  woitUl  have  been  bo  severe  a  blow,  or  the  depri\'ation 
of  whoae  society  would  have  been  so  sorely  felt. 

To  Mr.  Cabot's  car»  were  intrusted  all  Mr.  Aiik^s'ij  [tapi^ni 
and  letters;  and  under  his  siiperintetidence  a  volume  of 
political  essay's  and  speeches,  for  which  he  wrote  the  pref- 
ft«e,  "WAS  prepared,  and  issued  from  the  press.  To  Mr. 
Cahot  also  was  confidt^d  the  tank  of  aborting  and  preparing 
for  pnblication  a  selection  of  his  friend's  private  letters, 
but  lliiH  work  MteinH  iiev^r  to  have  been  oamed  further  than 
the  collection  and  arrangement  of  the  correspondence. 

While  still  a  member  of  the  council,  oppr^^ed  with 
sorrow  for  the  death  of  his  friend,  and  burdened  with  the 
sad  duties  it  eutjiiled,  Mr.  Cabot  waj>  also  compelled  to 
take  Rome  share  in  the  party  struf^le,  now  additionally 
embittered  by  the  approaching  Presidential  election.  He 
-waa  conxulttfd  in  re^rd  to  the  proposed  plan  of  a  union 
yviih  tlio  CUntonians;  but,  from  the  brief  note  on  this  sub* 
jeet,'  his  opinions  as  to  the  advisability  of  such  a  step  can- 
not be  accurately  determined.  During  the  progress  of  the 
campaign,  tlie  cry  was  raised,  and  justified  in  some  measure  by 
the  unguarded  language  of  extreme  men,  that  the  Federal- 
ists aimeil  at  a  dis&olution  of  the  Uuiou.  Mr.  Calxit,  be- 
liuving,  na  in  lf*0-l,  that  such  a  step  was  unnecessary  as  well 
as  useless  and  impracticable,  and  concoiving  the  accusation 
to  be  wholly  unfonnded,  urged  on  Colonel  Pickering  the 
necessity  of  a  clear  and  prompt  public  denial  by  the  leaden 
of  any  intentions  to  bring  about  a  separation.  Hie  advice 
on  this  point  was,  it  would  seem,  unheeded;  and  no  effort 
appears  to  have  been  made  to  reXute  the  charge.  His 
opinions  as  to  separatist  schemes,  at  this  time,  appear  very 
clearly  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Colonel  Pickering  in 
1  Sw  Wlgw,  p.  897- 
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the  spring  of  180{^.  Colonel  Pickering  ftpjiarently  ilcsired 
eitlior  the  town  or  tlie  Slate  to  accept  a  proposition  firmi  a 
French  fiigineer  to  fortify  the  port  of  lioston.  Mr.  Cabot 
repliml  that  such  a  notion  would  not  he  tolerated,  and 
suggested  to  Colonel  Pickering  that  to  fortify  tin?  ports 
was  the  duty  of  the  nntioiial  gftvernmcnt,  which  thcivfore 
was  tilt*  proper  quarter  for  »uch  an  application. 

Ill  all  thL'se  i|Ut?stiou3,  Mr.  CiitK>t  was  guided  by  the  ^  iewa 
wliidi  ho  took  of  the  general  policy  of  the  adniinJHtrntion. 
He  considered  th*i  embaiyo  to  be  in  the  interests  of  Prance  ; 
and  he  deemed  the  thi-eat-s  of  war  an  intendecl  only  to  mnin- 
tain  the  embargo,  for  he  utterly  discredited  the  idea  that 
the  admiiiistrution  had  any  oerioiis  intention  of  fighting. 
He  also  felt  that  the  di-ead  of  war  wa«  universal  and  strong 
among  the  people,  ftml  that  it  was  therefore  the  manifest 
policy  of  the  Federalists  to  confine  their  attacks  to  the 
embargo,  and  force  the  itdmini.stration  into  a  po:iitinn  where 
the  latter  would  be  compelled  to  make  peace.  To  such  a 
policy  any  violent  action  or  tlireatti  of  separation  would  of 
course  have  been  fatal. 

After  the  period  of  political  excitement  in  1808  and 
1809,  and  the  success  of  the  Federalists  in  forcing  a  repeal 
of  the  embargo,  Mr.  Cabot's  letters  almost  entirely  cease. 
Other  caiisca  than  the  teniponiry  advantage  of  hi«  party 
produced  this  ee-ssation  of  ccjrn*»])undence.  Mr.  Cabot  had 
lianlly  recovered  from  the  sorrow  caused  by  the  death  of 
his  friend  Fisher  Ames,  when  he  was  calle<l  U]>on  (o  bear 
the  scvei-est  trial  he  ever  had  to  endure.  Early  in  1811, 
his  eldest  son  (Charles,  an  able  and  successful  man.  ilied  of 
consuniptiou  at  Havana,  in  the  thirty-fit-ftt  year  of  his  nge. 
So  heavy  a  blow  to  his  hopes  anil  affections  caused  Mr. 
Cabot  to  withdniw  comjiletely  from  all  outside  and  public 
affnira,  and,  although  in  time  he  recovered  from  the  loss,  he 
never  aguiu  reminied  his  correspondence,  nor,  witli  one  ex> 
ceptton,  took  any  active  part  in  politics.  Always  inclined 
to  take  a  dark  view  of  the  political  future  and  to  regard 


872 


LrPB  A>rD  LBTTBBS  OF  OEOBGB  CABOT.     [1807-14. 


pH-ising  evputs  ■with  a  gpntle  ertiicism,  this  severe  domesrie 
affliction  seems  to  have-  confirmed  Iiiin  in  hi»  dewire  for 
perfect  retirement  aud  iirivaev,  luid  to  huve  etreui^theutid 
the  iiatunti  despondency  of  hi»  diKiHKsition. 

The  war  of  1812  he  regai-ded  as  an  iinniixcHi  misfortune. 
Ue  speaks  of  it  »t  tht<  outlet  as  tinjiiKt  »nr)  wivketl.  and 
announces  liU  detei'iniiiat ion  to  Tefrain  from  Hiding,  in  any 
way,  its  prosecution.  But,  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
one  expressing  these  sentiments,  there  are  no  letters  or 
papers  left  which  give  any  dew  to  his  political  opinions, 
until  the  period  of  the  Hartford.  Convention,  in  1814. 


Cabot  to  PicKEBisa. 

Bnmw.  Feh.  II.  1807. 

My  pkar  Sih,  —  I  think  prrrtwly  as  you  A^  of  >fr.  Ames's 
'*  Alnnning  Prospect "  iiiid  fomv  i>llier  of  bis  late  MTilings.  They 
should  Hoiff  tie  fren  from  pnrty  feelings.  I  bave  toM  him  eo,  and 
he  has  prnfitoil  A  little  bv  it.  You  and  Aomc  other*  of  my  friruda 
have  ijiven  me  creilit  for  n»  ngeiicy  in  these  writiogs:  hul  I  have 
IK)  otUcr  merit  than  that  of  thinking;  m  almost  every  particidxr 
eXActly  aii  the  writer  do'Cfl. 

In  the  midst  of  the  gU»om  winch  the  destroying  power  of  Franco 
hn-*  prorltiwd  on  the  miiid*  of  reflecting  men.  I  tiiid  there  arc  Roma, 
who  cherish  a  hope  ihitt  the  late  dwrec'  of  Ruona|turte  may  lie  jv] 
tnvitrd  nfl  to  drive  lu  from  Ibe  fatal  ^inimd  on  which  iihititf  we  artt| 
williiij^  to  remuin.     They  tlilnk.  loo,  the  Britifih  treaty  '  favon 
eamo  i>xpuclaliun.     I  sec  dislinL'tly  the  teucli>ncy  of  hntli  mewtireail 
hut  1  eonfcfls  my  appreheTi»ioi>«  that  we  arc  to  be  purifiixl  onlr  m 
bjf  Jin.     I  felt  Eolemnly  a0ectfd  by  the  quotation  ynii  made  in  tlia 
«loM  of  your  letter,  uiid  would  gladly  partake  of  the  conxolalton 
yon  «igK<^6t.  — ■  a  oonsolntron  which  I  honcRtly  brlir^ve  in  your  own 
liviirt  is  at  m  proper  home.     I  »})eak  tbiit  without  (lattery. 

Although  Great  Britain  in  di^prcssi^d  and  in  (Linger  of  being  dis- 
couraged, yt-'l  I  urn  perfectly  Butieftcd  lliat,  if  she  were  supported 

>  Th<!  Berlin  dect«e  of  \nr.  21,  IHM.     Sra  ohove.  p.  9S4. 

■  That  ncgi>lla.tcd  by  I'tnkn«y  and  llooroe.    See  abore,  p.  SSft. 
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hy  this  couutrv,  fvi-blt:  aud  parBimonicus  as  we  are,  nothuig  avv^ 
be  f!tfircd  from  Frniioe,  trilh  a}|  eontinchtal  Europe  at  Iter  diV 
posnl.  Grent  Ilriui'iii  and  t>ie  ViiiLfd  States  could  kv^p  the  et'a  id 
dt'fiiini-eof  all  llu-ir  [tower  ;  mul  liiicli  [Mirttt  of  itit^  t-otufu<^n:i;tl  iiiLt>r> 
course  aa  &hniil<t  l»e  kejW  Hp  hy  forve.  by  Mt^lrli,  hy  ontinivaiice,  or 
br  consetit,  noiild  be  I'lijuyed  necessarily  hy  tlie  two  natioi^ir,  Ije- 
bhU-s  wliich  they  would  possess  almoHt  oxdusiroly  th«  inftritioio 
cominLTcc  of  ihi;  otliL-r  throeH|uarters  of  tht  world  and  thtlr  own 
wiUi  i*a<.-lj  utiier.  To  du  tliit;,  iboy  wiwt  aei  iu  earuOKi.  m  tlio6« 
who  Btnijijiflc  for  life ;  but,  if  they  would  act  in  ttiirli  a  muiiiier,  I 
have  no  dnidrt  ilipir  empire  of  the  sea  would  be  eonipleie,  and  that 
(tie  mpfitis  ot  Kiistaitiing  it  micht  be  in  jMirt  derivt^  from  the  eiieiny. 
Both  f>hip>i  and  mcti  wuidd  proliably  he  procured  by  victories  more 
tliau  sulliuk'iu  U)  rvpiiir  tbu  wafitc.  The  people  of  all  the  uorlheru 
iiaUoii»,  when  captured,  might  be  used,  aud  so  might  sume  few  of 
the  soiitbeni.  Rut  1  am  persuaded  we  prefer  the  rlik  of  KrencJl 
dgoutiauou  to  the  «fforU  which  would  bu  required  to  reaist  it. 

Youn  truly,  G.  C. 


■         Uti 


Cabot  to  Fickebiko. 

Apkii.  14.  lfV)T. 
Mr  PEAS  SiH. — The  enclosed  paper  derives  a  peculiar  impor- 
tanee  from  the  eondltion  of  Enmpc  and  our  relations  to  it.  Nothing 
can  U'  rh-arer  t^i  my  mind  ibaii  the-  ox{H.-diency  of  a  rutiflcHiion.  as 
favorable  to  riur  iMililiftd  nafety  iind  cnninienrial  ativaiiia^ii*;  yet  a 
OODsidM'aiion  of  llie  riivunwlanres  of  those  who  guiiV  our  affaira 
Ibrhid«  ever)-  tuinguine  ]ia|>e  that  Ihey  will  do  what  ironld  be  tx-si.  I 
think  prudence  rcr|uires  a  oonccalmcnt  of  what  wo  know  on  ihta 
snhjucl,  at  h-aM  until  wo  have  had  time  lo  delilicmlo.  My  own 
opiniun  itt  lh:(l  the  tiitliietitiul  Dentix-riilH  in  ilii:  dilTei'eiit  NtntCui 
oti^ht.  if  pfitisible,  lo  lie  i-xciied  to  nr^e  the  ratiliraiiuii.  I  nm  in- 
formed  chat  cur  ridiculous  uon-importatiau  law  operated  unfavor- 
ably on  ihe  negoliaiion,'  and  that,  if  wc  should  vapor  about  its 
f:fr«t<:tii,  the  gnnniiiiide  will  protiahly  he  ivseiiUnl.  If  you  should 
couiuiuuicate  to  Mr.  ThoiJidiku  (he  infomiatiou^  euclosed,  let  hiiij 
be  enjoined  to  secrery.  Yours  always,  G.  C. 

1  Till*  wa§  corivi't.  Tltc  Briii»li  mini^iL-n  olij«1e<!  (o  ni'tiodnfinir  wiih 
the  uiin-ini;K>rinilrjn  act  mill  in  torce,  liocanto  Ii  troiilil  iimiluirt-  (lie  s]>[ipiir- 
mnrr  nf  Inatiut;  utiiliT  cuercion.  Klonrue  and  I^nkiu-y  bad  great  Jiflkulty 
in  ovcimming  iliit  olij^cllan- 

'  I  am  al  a  li>u  to  know  die  nature  at  llic  tnforuuiilon  biTe  rcferrvsl  to. 
Ku  viiivr  k'ttvr  viiitc  wliiuh  iliruwa  any  Uglit  uu  llik'  tubji-vl  uf  ihU  uuv. 
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Cabot  to  PiCKERtno. 

Bo«Tcn,  Doc.  il.  ISOT. 
Mv  DKAR  Sir, —  lu  spile  of  my  indok-nce,  I  sit  Oowti  to  nTiic 
ynn  R  »lir>rt  lottor,  Ivprniise  von  comingtml  il,  ami  liavo  rigbti  which 
I  rrtnnot  flispiif?.  Most  of  ns  are  a«  niiicli  ftiirjimt^  or  yon  are,  be 
Mr.  Jt-fffrswi'!*  IianiilioD'l.  I  beliov*?,  however,  he  alill  does  not 
mean  ta  go  to  war,  althnngl]  tvory  Atop  he  ttikf*  lt>aA»  to  it.  I 
rely  a  litttt;  on  this  upiuion  from  n-tijikiniiip  hnw  nmrh  popiiUrll^'p 
he  li»a  gniuetl  In'  liiH  ]irof''A«i'>tii  uf  [H-arc  acnE  parMinonr.  Iml  niuoh 
niort-  from  the  cmisi'lTatimi  that  th«  effcctfi  of  «  Brilifth  wiir  will 
proliiiMy  \)v  MP  flistrvRsing  as  to  render  odious  thow  who  minecvt- 
san'tff  \iTaiiwf  it ;  jind  tvrtaitily.  if  Mr.  Rom>  '  acta  hi«  part  pri>p> 
(■rty.  hi;  will  put  \in  in  tliu  wnjji;;;.  if  wl*  n-ftiw  m  Im  oitii'Iliainl. 
If  he  i»  cuniiiitHMiiiiit^l,  nx  I  nu|>|k>m;  lie  iiiiiHt  ht-,  to  ili«3ivuw  ut  an 
unainhnrirefl  net  the  attack  on  thp  •*  f^ns/ipenke,"  notwithMaiiding 
tlic  previoui!  provucHlioii  uiiil  siiluwjm-ul  hfjutility  of  tJie  United 
Rrjilei.  and  lo  offt-r  reparation  for  tfie  halanee  of  irrony  which  in 
fairly  iluc  (and  it  wonkl  not  lio  iiiiich),  I  should  think  a  rcjis-iiou 
oi  hiB  ovvrtiMV'*  Hoidd  be  too  danyorous  for  Jlr.  JL-ffen-ou.  It, 
faowcTer,  I  am  wron^;  iti  thiit  mnjectore,  it  U  corapleiely  wilhin  tb« 
power  of  tlie  Hritish  gnvRrniiipnt  to  beat  us  nt  our  own  game. 
They  wli'j  exelusi^ely  ikihww  tin*  empire  of  the  wa  muRl  Ite  ooii- 
MtlU'd  hy  us  wtn-never  wtr  go  tliL-re  (to  soa)  a^tin ;  and  if  wa 
Blistaiu  u  Ikw  luouihii  without  foreign  wur  to  euijtJoy  our  men,  our 
minds,  and  our  pn**to»»r  tJif  pmpl^  uuU  run  mail.  AlreatEy  the 
evils  of  the  emlinr^o  liegin  to  bo  felt,  arid  threats  of  violeooe  are 
whis|>cred.  No  man  can  doubt  that  all  our  commemal  citJee  will 
expt-rienctr  that  dcr^rcc  uf  xufTerin^  whieh  must  de»troy  order  auil 
mhtmli nation.  Some  thoumind^  (irirliidin^  women  awl  i^luldreii) 
of  peraoii^  in  Ihiii  town  nill  l>e  withotit  Hiilifci«t«ii(^  in  k  few  du;re. 
bwniwp  there  is  no  employnn'nt  for  ihem.  If  the  govenimenl  ems 
off  alt  the  imsineBs  we  are  piirsninj;,  they  ought  to  provide  a  Hulh>tiluie 
without  delny.  The  embnrgo  brin;;;^  ^^ater  immtdifitt  ilittreM  na 
us  than  war,  ihoo^ib  the  latter  woutil  fnaflif  bring  ruin.  This 
abt'iiiinaiiEe  niea^*nre  is  adopteil  hy  Mr.  .Jefferson,  n«  I  ibiuk.  to 
aviiid  a  dih-miua  into  which  the  French  wi>re  puahinp  him.  The 
French  decnie,  a{:i(-cmipiiuiL-d  with  vcrlml  dedaralions.  lietii^  made 
ItnowH  lo  him,  ho  i>orwiv«l  ho  mu«t  either  warn  the  people  of  our 

1  The  Briiigli  nUnUter. 
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dangers,  or  Itr  conf'Faliti;;  ilicm  be  oonvictc-d  of  witfiit  ami  mmitial 
iK-gli-'ct  of  duly,  by  wliii-h  imnienfe  lo«8c«  were  inoui-red.  He 
t.ii'OijM.'d  from  Ihiti  *iiliiiili<>ti  liy  the  emlittr^u,  uliich  rem(em  notice 
]oa»  mMviuijiyy,  Ami  }iiii3r«  fi-om  the  cmiiKry  whiil,  if  iliAcldat'il,  woiilil 
hni'eexchcvl  n?si»tH,ac«  to  Fraoce,  oud  fuvopetl  (iccoiuinodatian  wiih 
Eiijflaurl.  I  liavf  ^ivcu  you  my  »p(-culitti(jii,  and  wish  you  to  aay 
to  Mr.  Qiiiiicy  '  hiuI  Sir.  Livfrmuri-  *  iliat  I  a<-Jimiwlwlg«i  myMilf 
grtntlly  iudeliivd  lu  Uiuin  for  Ihfir  It-tlt-n,  but  aiu  uiuible  tu  [lay. 

YouFH  always  in  truth,  G.  C. 


Cabot  to  Pickkriito. 

Bo«Tf»r,  Jan.  20. 1808. 

"Mt  i>eak  Sir,  —  T  am  np)iPf3SrtI  hy  IIip  ddil»  wUh  wliifh  you 
liave  Inadnl  me,  and  can  nt'vr  gut  frvv,  ISeforu  llus  rviicbes  you, 
our  goTomor's*  s|n>ech  will  show  you  thai  no^eal  goo<l  i«  to  come 
frcrm  liitn :  for.  nllljougli  lie  diirt-s  m>t  praue  ihn  emtmr^,  yel  ho 
lian  taki'u  (mm  umif  of  .I<*fF<?n*on'w  luinuiileii  Uift  hint  to  nttwk  ihe 
Boston  writrrs.  Tlic  tnilh  is  ihosr  writers  arp  not  t«  lie  atisw»Tcd, 
aiid  tJiLTcforv  must  bv  eileucvd  Ity  t]jR'«w  or  jwpuliir  daiiiur;  but 
tlie  Attfinpt  «vid<^nl]y  fitils.  A  few  weak  am)  cr^dnlonft  iteoplo  niay 
bo  dii|if:(1  by  tW  Hdiculons  stori<?s  of  our  wrilin<^t  having  an  intliicncQ 
on  ibe  liriiich  govern  me  ii  t ;  but  men  ot  Kenut;  know  K.-lter.  Wa 
fcaw  onr  country  inlianriod  by  tnUo  <itnt<^nifnl«.  and  biiv<^  t>iorrcft#d 
ttii?ni  by  proving  elm  t-xncl  trutli.  Wu  rt^  mui:li  faU^  niaHoninj^ 
conceminc  national  rijjbiA,  and  w^*  c-i^tOMMl  it.  Our  country  wnti 
HrK<*d  lo  ijikf  up  Hnm*  upon  an  i'su^[rpnil(-d  view  of  our  power  to 
injure  the  proptned  vncmy,  and  we  bave  sliowil  tllo  folly  and 
t.-xlr:iv:i^itn>_-d  of  tbo   expfotatioti   of  Miecett^ 

'Ihv  iiU6Vtvr  of  tl]f.>  IlniiK4>,  I  tbink,  will  plnue  you.  as  it  now 
■•tnmld  ;  but  it  wouM  liav<<  KalUlIed  y^u  I)«tt44r,  if  it  liiid  rHnmint-d  as 
it  at  first  piiised,  witlioui  ihp  wonU  ••  royal  proclamntJon."  The 
answer  of  the  Senate  in  wuiting  fori>ome  IX'mucrHlie  mcinborH  who 
are  iib^ent.  I  foor  it  will  he  bad ;  but,  if  it  HbouM.  Uutp  will  be 
Bomo  very  able  ImrangutM  from  Oils  ami  Gore,  which  will  he  ser- 
vit-euble  to  ihv  iJi'iiiocnilii.'  membent  of  the  House,  many  of  whom 

'  JiwiaTi  QiiinL*,r,  then  mvmtMT  of  CnngivM  from  MaiuuicIiovrMii. 

•  Kdward  St.  Loe  Liv«-nnrjpe,  member  of  Coagnt  from  £*>ex  County, 
UaiiMchuaetl*.  fnim  irtOO-U. 

*  Jnmvi  Soltivnn. 
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win  attend.     It  Is  hoped  tbc  dUciu>tion  will  del«r  tbo  IToase  from 

attfiujittii^  to  utMreMi  JetTifrxuii ;  but,  <itj  tlit^  wlioli^,  we  imrUtit!  to 
think  lliw  preasurw  of  the  emliarjjn  will  Im  iiwin-  oi><'nitivp  in  *lifl- 
affecting  the  people  froto  war  thuti  any  thing  tli:it  can  be  eaid  or 
done.  If  you  have  aecji  all  our  uewspapers.  yon  mo«  how  inucli 
Air.  Lowell  hds  done:  aiid  you  muKt  Uu  gralifieU  to  see  how  well 
vuppDiu-d  l>y  nutliorilifs,  by  the  praclicc  of  nntii>ii«,  ainl  liy  itouml 
resuoii,  tli«^  Kn.slou  tijiiuioiiK  havo  been.  I  Li'tiat  you  wilt  a|^n>vn 
ttie  fnrhi'armiiH'  to  aiiimiulvert  on  tlw  Htratigi!  and  unaocounlable 
conduct  ot  some  who  are  iiilmAtvd  tvitli  our  greatur  inti>n-«t«.  It 
would  lie  very  ojicy,  but  it  ib  not  expi-ilieiiL,  to  point  out  extreme 
alKurility.  Our  |ieople  are  uut  tutuultuou»  ycl ;  but  there  is  do 
doulit  liuLt  diftTinntont  han  aWa/ly  te'ited  a  lftrg<^  portinn,  and  will 
extend  In  all  tlu;  ptiiiplr,  apititnt  the  emburgt).  I  (^tui  truly  nay  I 
do  not  kituiv  a  laau  of  any  party  who  opvuiy  viudiivlus  it,  lliough 
there  may  W;  hduio  rkpolojpstH  who  would  pnllLitc  and  excuse  it. 
Ill  sixty  or  uiitcty  duyo,  we  shall  be  is  a  very  unhappy  sliite,  if  It 
coutiuuvs.  Youi-«  evor  in  trutli,  0- C- 

Cahot  to  Piokerino. 

JA3t.  28, 1806. 

Ht  dkah  8ir.  —  Ac  thn  ninmiMit  I  tras  expreBAing  lo  you  my 
lopeo  that  thi!  popular  diitcontetit  with  tlm  embargo  woultl  deter 
our  Gcneml  C^urc  from  approving  it,  a  motion  to  approve  was 
under  consiiicralion.  It  luif^  been  twice  po«ti>oiied,  but  will  proba- 
bly pAM  to-4luy.  Th(!  truth  k  no  mnn  iikeji  the  emlHU-f]^,  and 
)iinF'tr>pn  ill  immly  cU-tesl  it:  yet  piiriy  liutrud  is  etrouger.  and  will 
dielule  the  declaration  oC  what  you  will  read  in  thv  newspaper 
after  another  post.  We  are  told  of  a  secret  te«eioD  of  iho  Senate 
of  the  Unil^d  States,  which  to  me  augnrv  do  good.  In  such  a 
body,  I  should  <>xp<>r.t  a  awa^yptring  spirit  which  di»dainii  prudeiioe, 
wht-n  ralKil  In  di:clar<'  what  repiiratioil  is  suflinlmil  lo  ln«l  a  wound 
which  has  bet<ri  ex iL^<jf rated  ho  much  hh  that  we  have  r<:>ceivetl. 
1  /far  Mr.  Jefferson  in  employing  you  to  do  worse  than  he  would 
dnre  m  do  alone.  Alilii>uc;h  ih^re  it  a  pri*eeilent  in  WaHJiin^j^nV 
a<lminiAtration,  which  I  well  remember,  yet  it  is  and  alwayn  was 
contrary  lo  my  opinion  to  eoitMult  the  Senate  beforw  the  negolia- 
tioD  with  a  foreign  Htnte.  I  have  often  speculated  on  cho  poeeiUc 
demando  ami  minipliitni-eH  of  tlie  parties  in  the  prej>ent  cave,  but 
with  little  satiftfacliou.    I  nee  no  iubuperablu  obHUicIe  to  aii  engage- 
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moot  o(  Mr.  Rose  that  ihe  liro  Atutricans '  shaH  bo  restored,  on 
the  principle  of  the  ItritUli  iirciclantation,  which  fairly  impties  itiiit 
ti&Uve  cilizeuH  niay  be  ri^uiivd  u.ml  art*  Loiintl  la  return.  He  maj" 
imgjtge  thai  BtTkeU-y  shall  Ihj  rL<r4Ulitil  and  not  scrvu  on  Uiis  sta- 
1)011,  ur  h«  may  eiigxj^>  (lull  bin  voiiiluut  »tjitil  lie  imjuirnnl  iuto  by 
ft  compelent  foiiru  Itut  he  raniioi  cngnge  thnl  he  shall  be  pun- 
kbeil,  fur  no  vourt  of  any  just  nation  would  puciiAh  in  such  a  ciuie. 
Uo  nuiy,  however,  be  reciill^l,  and  iliA^jualilteil  from  serving  in 
Uieae  seas,  as  a  minister  is  rcLullcd  from  a  particular  court  to  which 
hii  b  ubuoxiutu,  ou  scvnunt  ol  tbo  very  act«  which  fiik-lily  to  hia 
pwn  Sutf-  hnve  r(-(|iiiri'dl.  In  retiUion  to  uk,  tliis  Ruiy  be  a  ooitrus- 
IKMi,  while  the  otficur  m/iy  be  consistenily  remunerated  by  his  own 
country  with  new  ullicun  and  liunurs.  But,  at  any  rate,  coiwidering 
the  mUtiion  of  Mr,  Itoac  on  KUch  an  errattd  Is  il«clf  iho  essential 
reparuiion.  which  ooiiKisla  in  uekuowled^nietii  more  limn  atiy  thing 
ei>w,  I  b4i|K>  tlie  lIotupiirM  wil]  not  plunj^e  lu  into  a  wur  with 
(irejiL  Urilnin,  whicli  would  clfstroy  «very  thing  gi»A  In  our  couii* 
try.  —  in»til»tiouii,  property,  and  meu,  and  aliiiubt  hope  itseU, 

Mr.  Joiieph  Story.^  of  Salem.  goe«  to  Washiii'^toii  a*  solicitor  for 
the  Georgia  cluimunL«.  Though  he  \»  a  man  whom  the  Democnitd 
iiipport.  I  liave  i*p|ilom  if  ever  met  with  one  of  souiidt-r  mind  on 
the  priucipAl  points  of  national  jjolicy.  lie  is  well  wnrlliy  [be 
dvil  atteittiuu  of  Uio  mobt  reujiectablu  t'edcnilisu i  and  I  nt»b  you 
to  be  «o  gnoii  ati  to  xuy  -to  lu  our  friciiil  Mr.  l^itincy,  uniJ  nuch  oilier 
gentlemen  as  you  think  will  be  likely  to  [lay  him  some  aiteutiuu. 
Yours  faithfully,  though  lazHy,  G.  C. 


CaDOT  to    PlCKEIlING. 

Fa*.  10,  1806. 

y[r  iiFAH  Sir,  — Tou  noe  with  pain  that  our  LcgiHlature  liave 
eonducle<j  worse  tlian  was  expectc-d,  Undoublodly,  the  volv»  were 
given  reluctantly,  for  thv  people  in  genenil  are  known  to  diiiprove 
Ihe  embargo;  and.  although  iio  violenres  are  iiume<liately  apprc- 
hende>d.  yet  no  man  believcj*  wo  caii  bear  the  nn-asure  long  with 
tranquillily.  Tin-  truth  la,  a  little  more  tini(?  U  rw|iiirrd  to  show 
effects  and  prwluw  tiirbuleuLvs.  I  have  long  Binru  duhpuircd  of 
aon>ininiii)aUnci  with  Great  Britain,  ami  for  »ome  daj/i  have  appra- 
IihucIih]  Lhut  even  the  repanilioa  offered  for  thu  Kuppueod  wruug, 

'  TheJuM  Aauriran  icamt'Ti  tiikpn  from  lh»  "Chewip^nk*." 

'  AftiTiranJ*  aMociiile  juitire  of  the  Supremo  Court  of  (he  United  SUt*«. 
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ill  llie  affiiir  uf  tlw  «CliMBpc»k«,"  wouM  Ijc  refii!!«d  i>n  wim-  pretence 
or  Riiother,  Tliore  nre  reisons  enough  for  theae  opinions  in  the 
mia<U  of  nil  nlteiitive  observers  of  the  chnrncter  nml  past  oonducl 
of  Joffr-rsaii  and  Mn<]iK(>ii.  Adinitliitff  tJiat  llw'V  s^f^  tin;  daiip^r  to 
whii:h  wti  are  pspoiiwl  fmni  ihf  jiowpr  of  Kniiire.  mid  our  lipl|tli*<)B- 
DMs  in  Risv  uf  Uiu  fnll  of  KiighiDil,  xvt  they  sw  uti  iarlivsnlahle 
ootuiectioD  belweeu  tlieir  party  ]H)wer  here  and  their  /••rviijn  \nt\i- 
&■.  I  really  fe^  ashnmed  when  I  rw»llect  how  mtich  you  do  to 
Infotm  and  ^itJfy  mn  on  whatever  is  inuinfHting,  while  I  am 
alniMt  too  lazy  U)  express  in  words  my  9vaw  of  iU 

Yours  affcctiouatcty  alTraw,  G.  C 


Cabot  to  PrcKKinxo. 


Fell.  IT,  IROA.     ^^1 


Mr  PEAR  Sir, —  •  -  .  I  hav«  for  «oine  time  <ln>)Kiiiv<l  of 

puMic;  nffnirs  yet  the  clif>;ht4!sr  griniinil  scrvoji  to  huiM  a.  now  IkijiC 
upon.  Your  niuiiLtmiiti^  tliu  npiuinua  uf  two  Iciiiliiig  Ueuiucrubs 
at  a  momt-'nt  when  w«  hwar  Iiy  wiiy  of  New  York,  a  day  or  two 
liitc-r,  that  \[r.  JofforAou  ileclnre<]  hU  «spoctntion  of  a  ftcirlenifnt 
with  Mr.  Ko^e,  revives  n  littlk  my  oxhnuiited  expedntjnntt.  Jf 
the  «egot.iaf.ion  continues  to  this  day,  you  nni»t  biivc  th«  French 
decree  '  of  Der«Tnlier  17.  which  I  should  think  would  canso  many 
meu  to  blush,  if  uol  lu  diatigu  thi-ir  cunduvU 

Your«  Aiiicerely,  0.  C. 

CaUOT   to   I'iCKEItlKG. 

Pkb.  S4,  IWS. 
Mt  [>kar  Kiit, —  We  are  mora  lruni|nil  here  tliun  it  was  ex- 
pected we  sboulii  be  under  the  eiii)t»rgo;  hut  iho  couetatit  hojie 

>  On  Ihc  mil  cA  NoTcmlior,  IHOH,  CnKlaml  hiul  U.iiiihI  nflcr*  in  ctHincil, 
r«1nlifiltng  (hL>  Berlin  di-t-n-o.  By  Www  urlcn.  all  iiLiitrni  Imdu  wllli  Proiifc 
vra«  (orbldiluQ  i-xctpt  tlin>iJi;l]  Grvnt  Brilshi.  No  liapord  vr  export*  wi'K 
In  hv  nmili'  li>  nr  frcitn  tin*  piirli  of  t'mniv  oruf  li^r  «lti«ii,  fxcpt'l  with* 
Briliab  IJi'Miar:  anil  iieutnil  vn»fl«,  wliji-li  linrl  tiailo'l  brfotr  llip  |iuldlratloa 
«f  theac  ordon,  wor«  to  \ni  onltriMl  by  BrliiiiJi  mil^-rt  liiio  Ki^IihIi  (lurtf. 
I'uMMsion  of  I'rt'n^'K  "  rLTtific&Io*  uf  ungiti "  wna  held  ■  aofllni-ni  immtHl  far 
cniiiurc.  ltiinapart«  r^plii'd  to  ihU  by  [luMitlilnit,  Di'rcinlMir  17,  the  Milan 
dvL'rvi;  refiTrtd  tii  in  On-  k-iiiT-  Hy  iliin  ilwix-^r.  ihnt  of  Brritn  was  L'Xteadcd 
and  irtrenpllieni?!!.  All  vpmcU  wptc  pronoiinrpd  "  dpDaiinnalUitl"  nnd 
"  forffiU'd,"  wliitli  ■liuuld  mdnnit  In  Urili>)i  •Kun.-li,  or  l»  •ny  t*x.  duty,  or 
lirrnnc  fnrni  Knfflnnd,  All  vcmi'I*.  nl«o.  wrrr  fnrfrik-)!,  wlmlt  alMiuld  afr 
tempt  to  trade  to  or  froui  any  uf  ibi;  puru  uf  Great  Briuin  or  iH-ralliu. 
Spalli  and  Holland  f>j||(>Hi.-il  Uuniiparlf'*  trail  witli  tvuty  nrrrtlily,  attil  ■( 
once  iMue<d  umilar  dvcni-v- 
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that  it  will  not  continne  long,  and  the  real  difficulties  which  would 
attend  several  branches  of  trade  if  oar  porte  were  open,  silence 
complaint.  It  is  evidest,  too,  that,  with  all  the  clamors  for  ven- 
geance and  war  npon  the  English,  the  commnnitj  are  very  happy 
to  hear  of  any  thing  that  seems  to  promise  peace.  The  policy  of 
the  government  appears  to  be  pretty  well  understood  in  some  par- 
ticulars. They  do  not  wish  for  a  war  with  France,  at  any  rate. 
They  are  not  willing  to  make  war  on  the  English,  which  they  fear 
the  people  would  disapprove.  They  will  avoid,  as  far  as  possible 
without  rupture,  fair  accommodation  of  difierencea. 

Yours  truly  always,  G.  C. 


Cabot  to  Pickering. 

Thoesdat,  March  8, 1808. 
Mt  dear  Sir,  —  By  the  mail  due  on  Tuesday,  I  received 
yesterday  morning  three  letters  from  you,  consisting  of  a  copy  of 
your  excellent  commuuication  to  the  governor,  a  single  sheet  dated 
the  20lh,  and  &  single  page  of  the  21st  of  February  to  me.  A 
packet  franked  by  you,  and  superscribed  to  Governor  Sullivan,  was 
at  the  same  time  in  the  post-office ;  bnt  nothing  has  been  yet  heard 
of  it  in  the  Legislature,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  will  be  with- 
held or  sent  with  some  accompanying  observations  to  counteract 
its  effect.  I  fear  our  malady  is  too  inveterate  to  be  cured ;  but  it 
is  impossible  your  letter  should  be  read  throughont  New  England, 
without  produdng  great  benefit.  Indeed,  if  it  coutd  be  read  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  here  by  one  who  would  do  justice  to  the 
composition,  it  would  for  a  moment  electrify  the  members.  It  is 
decided  to  wait  as  long  as  decorum  requires  for  a  communication 
through  the  medium  of  the  Legislature,  after  which  the  press  will 
give  it  to  the  people  in  a  pamphlet.  Among  the  many  valuable 
truths  you  have  stated  with  perspicuity  and  force,  I  was  glad  to  see 
the  posttiou  that  our  trade  would  be  greater  now,  if  the  embargo 
were  removed,  than  we  should  have  in  profound  peace,  when  every 
nation  monopolizes  its  own  according  to  the  ancient  usage.  After 
B  little  more  time  shall  have  brought  home  to  individuals  the  evils 
of  the  embargo,  there  will  be  but  little  diversity  o£  opinion  about 
their  reality  and  weight. 

Yours  truly  always,  George  Cabot. 
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Cabot  to  PicKeuyo, 

Mr  DEAR  Sm,  —  This  Hay  will  usue  from  the  preta  a  c<^y  of 
your  lett«r  to  tlte  govi>riiur,  wliidi  he  dureil  iiol  to  commuiucale. 
Fiv'«  tl)(>iiSHti(l  cupivs  will  hv  »lruck  in  a  paiii|)lil«t  fortn,  aud  it 
will  bp  reprinted  in  the  nevupAiiers.  Prohahly,  you  will  receive  u 
friiinjihlot  witJi  this  letter.  Thii*  excclleut  ad(lret«.s  ib  well  calru- 
]ut«il  to  roi]»e  ii»  from  our  apathy;  and,  if  we  were  fit  foraity  thing 
but  filavcrr.  all  Xcw  England  might  ho  hTought  to  act  with  effect, 

Mr.  AVillLauiE  sent  yuu  a  tK.-w)^i)U|)i;r  vrriiiug  of  Aiu<<«'b.  wrhkh 
woiilil  iiiUiiriiliy  li.-itii  you  to  tliink  he  miwt.  Iw  hetter.  The  i»rt  m 
otherwise.  Mr.  Gore,  who  saw  him  a  few  days  since,  re|>ort8  very 
unfavorably  of  him  ;  and  thib  opinion  in  cotitirmed  by  others. 

Imjirobia    vUuperari  laitdari   est.      You    will    doubtlOM    have    ft 
little  of  this  [iruiiiu.     I  trust  you  will  la-iib^r  be  vaiu  nor  augry. 
1  am  ever,  witli  Binoeru  e«leem  aiid  rejpux], 

TouTB  truly,  G.  C 

PlCKKRING   TO    CaBOT. 

WAeHiictiTOff,  March  10.  ISOS. 
Mt  heae  Sir,  —  Lost  evening  I  received  a  letter  from  Gor-? 
emur  Sullivan,  dated  tlie  3d,  of  which  I  now  enclose  you  a  copy, 
togi:^ther  with  n  copy  of  my  answer,  forwnrdod  in  thii  day's  mail. 
This  evening  I  uxpoct  a  letter  from  you  relative  to  my  lung  letter 
of  February  16  to  the  governor,  of  whirli  I  aent  a  copy  to  you 
on  tlie  2Ul  Your  answer  will  dirpct  me  how  to  etetr  my  cours#. 
If  I  do  not  get  a  letter  from  you  this  evening,  then  1  coutemplaie 
K«n<ting  y'>u  a  imckcL  lo-iuorrow,  containing  the  original  of  my  U 
]i;tter  til  Sullivan,  to  bo  laid  bi>fore  the  l^eginhiiure,  if  in  tcaUD 
and  provided  you  iiliall  not  have  already  published  it  from  l})« 
oc^y.  I  am,  &C.  T.  P. 

PiCKEKiNO  TO  Cabot. 

[CvJiJmtiid.] 

CiTT  or  Waduimtox,  March  11,  1806. 
Dcak  Sib.  —  On  the  Slslof  February,  I  forwarded  to  yoo  i 
oopy  oE  my  long  letter  of  the  16th  to  Governor  Sullivan.     If  to 
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know  tliR  truth  in  our  piihlic  affaint  (as  far  ah  it  was  (liiimrpp. 
altle)  were  an  i>ljj<;ct  deservlug  attention,  I  had  a  rigbi  to  expect 
he  woutJ  C(>riiniunicsit«  my  letter  to  tlio  Lc^t^laturo.  IIl'  lia«  rc- 
fiiHe«l  to  ilo  it,  u  yoii  will  nee  by  tite  cnrlused,  as  well  as  l>y  my 
lettor  to  you  of  y<^»tf(r(lKy.  Knowing  the  forc«  of  imrly  policy,  1 
wu  in  Mitnn  mpji^tiire  prcpare<1  for  sncli  a  result,  thongh  I  had  not 
oontempUlt^l  a  rvtum  of  luy  letter,  mucli  less  a  rudf  return.  At 
it  was  my  intention  and  the  enrnei>t  mii\i  of  my  Ma»4Hcbu«ettt 
friends  here  to  have  the  letter,  in  one  way  or  anothftr,  commum- 
calud  to  the  ptffple  aa  well  as  to  the  Leffieli^urt,  I  sent  you  tJio 
cojiy,  leaving  it  to  your  "dinrrelion  "  (o  pivo  or  not  to  (jive  it  pul>« 
Itcity.  a»  you  and  tlie  friendi^  yon  should  rooAntt  should  ihink  he»t 
tor  the  pulilie  rowI.  Swing  the  conr«e  the  affair  lin-*  (nkeii.  it 
may  be  fortunate  if  my  letter  to  ibe  governor  shall  hare  remained 
in  ymir  ponket.  For  then  tliR  ori^nal,  nnw  addri'f»ed  lo  tho 
tr^sident  of  the  Senate  and  .Speaker  of  tlae  llonse.  under  ccrer 
to  Mr.  Otii.  may  he  comiiiiiniailfd  to  the  two  ilonsfst,  if  in  ses- 
Ilnl  should  they  have  luljounted,  or  Ef  the  copy  hat  nt>t  been 
ttlldiNliexl,  then  tlie  jiulvtiailiiMi  of  llie  wUole  correJ-pondeiire  may 
be  aflvan1a;^»'nuBly  madti.  The  order  of  pnbliratinn  would  tie  :  Hi, 
my  letter  ttited  the  —  to  Mr.  Otis;  2d.  my  letter  dateil  the  —  to 
llio  President  of  ibe  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House;  3d.  Got- 
crnor  Sulliran'i  letter  to  me,  of  th«  3d  instiint;  4th,  my  answer  of 
the  3th !  la»tly,  my  long  letter  to  the  governor,  of  Fuliruiiry  1(J. 

If  my  lettpr  of  Frhruary  lil  «linll  have  Iwen  nlrendv  piili!i*lied, 
then  tlie  ori^^iial  nnw  u<:ain  forwardMl  cannot  he  ]■'■<  -  H"  t  to  the 
two  lIouiie«.     At  leaat,  it  wonld  «eem  to  me  iiidetvi.nK. 

In  tlii»  case.  Hillhause  auygests  tho  following  cournc:  That  my 
letter  to  Mr.  Oti^.  and  the  one  to  the  Fresidcini  and  SjH-aker  of 
tJie  two  I  louses,  thuitltt  iitire  bi.anka  ttfl  /or  lit'  littif  uj  ififir  litdf  ; 
then  if  the  Le^islalure  have  adjonmiid,  or  if  not,  then  as  soon  as 
they  do  udjriurn,  lbo#e  blanks  kIiouM  be  tilled  with  a  d»te  hIkhu 
hcvl'ii  or  ri^ht  <layii  prior  to  tlioir  adjournment,  or  the  usiiiil  num- 
ber of  days  iluit  a  letter  is  in  ptu<sing  fnmi  AV».shinpi<)u  tu  Kostou; 
then,  that  llie  whole  currcBpouduncv  sbuuld  Ijv  publii^bi'd  in  tho 
order  I  have  before  tmg^Kted ;  the  prior  publication  of  the  long 
letter  being  nndersiood  to  have  been  mode  from  a  mpy  sent  to  a 
friend.  If  ynu  shuuhl  think  proper  to  aitopt  tJiiv  course  of  pixi- 
occdingK  (and  I  commit  it  wholly  to  ynur  otfn  bottom),  then,  at  tho 
proper  IJmu.  after  im>erling  thu  suitabie  data  in  tliti  lutterii  to  ihia 
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ntid  to  tlie  Pn-Milent  and  Speaker,  jou  cni)  s4m1  and  j>rt«eiiL  tli« 
ftficket  to  Mr.  Oii*.  Biu  pi'drnps  a  sinipWr  tnodi?  tnny  be  l>etf<»r. 
If  (lie  letter  of  Kohruury  Iti  shall  have  Ix^en  pablislic<l  alrea<]/, 
then,  n-ichoilt  Iroiililiiit;  Mr.  Otis  or  rbe  I'residL'iil  aiirl  S^>cak«r 
of  tlic  two  HouiH«  (if  fouiiil  fcl  in  kcssIoii).  It  may  be  (uefiil  to 
publish  lb<?  governor's  lulter  t«  me  of  ibe  IW  instant,  and  my 
HTijiwcr.  Rut  loiitethihg  *eenw  newiisftry  Mi  rouse  th<!  people  from^ 
the  lelliar^y  which  appeal's  to  have  seixed  tht-  piiblif.  tiiind.  I  am 
Horry.  my  dear  sir,  to  impow  on  yuu  so  much  trouble.  I  uiu  uoii< 
laraiiied  tn  An  it  from  the  impression  we  feel  hero  that  ibo  })i-o- 
poscd  imblit-jitinti  timy  be  UM^fiil.  But  rmi  who  are  fiu  tiie  spot 
can  Iwtter  dwide  the  queilion.  liiid  lben*fore  I  U-g  luavo  again  to 
commit  the  whole  aSaie  to  your  didcrelion,  Yt-t.  if  any  thubt 
urii^e  on  the  oxpedieney  of  p»blishh>^>  may  not  til's  coueideralioo 
tliat  the  nuvemor  and  his  fr'nemlx  niav  ini»w[ire»ent  tlie  iiUair,  not 
onljr  prejiidiciully  to  inc,  but  to  Iho  I'VdL-r»l  cnuse,  which  ifl  th4 
cause  of  our  couou^',  demanii  ha  publicatioa  ? 

Need  I  a«iinr«  YOU  tliat  1  hare  no  pertonal  witdiea  abmit  thia 
butnnMii  ?  I  rniiit  not.  Let  t  lie  queation  he  dended  aolely  and 
absolutely  as  ilie  public  good  gliall  appear  to  require. 

I  am,  6cc  T.  P. 


Cabot  to  Pickrbino. 

Bo«Tn»,  Afftn>h  12,  IPOe. 

Mt  drar  Sik,  —  Your  letter  of  the  2d  couHrme  all  my  opiuionB 
of  the  bad  «tnle  of  public  ufTairs,  acid  prepartw  ns  to  he-ir  tn  s  short 
time  of  Hie  cb-parturc  of  Mr.  Rose,  It  would  be  n  great  gralitir»> 
tion  to  s^e  this  gcniJcmas  io  thlit  part  of  the  eountry,  hot  perhaps 
hiH  depiirtnre  will  Inive  a  naltitary  iiitln«*n<-*i.  Wlien  it  i«  om-e 
ftert'ded  thftt  ihe  obj*Tr,  of  his  mission  is  imiiirainable,  it  will  natn* 
nlly  augmeiiL  our  ftars  of  actual  war. 

Ill  the  event  of  Sir.  !los4_-'i  fuilurt,  il  beoumes  a  moat  tnlerealhig 
Inquiry,  what  Htep«  Great  Britnin  will  takv,  and  wimt  counfl 
pursue  in  relation  to  us.  Ou  lhi»  wo  daily  K|ieeiilitt(i  with  inBnlt« 
anxiety,  yet  we  nlw.iy*  arrive  at  the  conrlumioii  th<tt  t/iK  trill  Utt* 
no  new  s(rp«n  arfopt  no  new  mrnjurtreg  thnc  are  oflendvC}  but  lea?4 
us  to  (he  effects  of  our  own  policy. 

In  the  trcmendoii«  contest  in  whieb  Great  Britain  ia  engaged, 
she  has  the  strougnet  moljvee  for  rescuing  or  preserving  from  tha 


IM)7-14.I 


OOttB  ESPON  DESCE. 


888 


gramp  of  Fniuc«  erery  stah)  tbut  can  b«  savvd.  Tliis  bur  iKili<7r  is 
At  utn'ioiHly  vri«e  as  it  i«  inrariable.  Our  couiilrT,  ill  orj^nnixd  ha 
it  appears,  witJi  all  it«  ports,  peoplo.  nnil  ro^ourwit,  wnulJ  lie  a  |>ow- 
erful  auxiliiu'v  tn  FrnDc^;  but  tn  Kii^liiitil,  ax  an  nlly.  il  iiii;;Kt  be 
inecUmalile.  Orpnt  Britain  ami  the  l.'iii[4>(l  Siatfis,  aitit«<l  in  a 
common  cnusc  of  defciiCG,  would  be  aii  overmatcb  for  all  the  pi>w> 
«n  on  llii^  glob*:-,  so|)Arat<-d  as  we  are  from  tlie  slrou^j^-itt  uf  thum, 
end  oomplule  mUln-^a  as  Great  Britain  ulivady  is  of  the  owatu 
We  oould  cuinmaDtt  in  erery  sea.  direct  and  diituLu  tlw  cuursu  of 
tnarilime  cointncrcn  evenrwhci-n,  und  make  it  nouriHli  aiid  niaiiiUiin 
the  jirutfrliii);  power.  'Vh'ia  wiraUl  make  an  lioih  wife  o^inst  the 
nuietor  of  vontincnUil  Europu,  mnit  hh  immenfle  force  shall  break 
or  he  dissipated  by  a  new  state  uf  thtn^.  The  aid  wc  could  gWo 
in  Turious  ways  to  England,  and  the  steady  eup|>ort  to  comuiiTiH; 
and  manufaclurejt  we  should  necRiuarily  yield,  would  reuder  th« 
two  cniintrie.i,  if  allied  for  (lefenn?,  invincible  and  alinoHt  invidiicr- 
able.  We  aj'e  nut  indeed  authurized  to  expect  ftiou  lo  fiva  tliJa 
duirahic  coiiBummalion;  but,  wlien  wc  see  how  Atronfily  it  is  dic- 
UkUsi  by  a  scnue  of  eafcLy  on  well  Uk  iutcrrat,  it  ou^ht  not  U*  Ira 
dwpaired  of.  But  if  at  prc'swnt  our  jmluusies,  projudieed,  or  eveu 
worse  cftii*eji.  prevent  ns  from  wiling  on  the  moM  correct  princi- 
ples ;  if  we  will  not  help  those  wliose  success  involves  our  own 
■afety,  it  is  of  infinite  importauce  that  we  he  kept  from  joining  tbe 
common  enemy.  If  Oreat  Britain  ahould  iudulije  her  resentmeiiu 
in  ai-ta  uf  avuwetl  hotililttr.  the  lirtit  blow  would  de^mroy  all  hope, 
and  almost  all  poBsiljility  of  our  escape  from  the  IihikU  of  France. 
They  (France)  would  of  courMt  monupoliise  ull  our  means  id  war 
mud  our  commtM-co  tn  a  sulHetpieut  peace,  if  this  blet^'^ing  cau  rvviHit 
us  while  the  two  riv:t1  power>  of  the  woHd  remain.  Great  Britain 
neceasarily  eonsiih-ra  the  nature  of  our  government,  and  tlie  com- 
position and  courlition  of  our  population,  Roganliug  tbeee.  a«  filic 
cnrlaiidy  niu*>t  deain-  to  do.  in  all  lier  measure*,  I  am  peniuoded 
she  will  thinlt  it  wise  not  ouly  t«  fnrlk-ur  to  strike,  biit  will  refrain 
from  injuring  or  irritating  \i»  as  fur  ii«  ber  bunor  and  substantial 
interest  will  permit-  Our  ^iiJfering^  by  a  war  would  tic  of  no  scr- 
▼ioe  to  KnglKiid,  hnt  would  rivet  us  more  strongly,  closely,  and 
lastingly  lo  her  rlea<lly  foe.    ' 

Kiiowin;{  that  tcr  shall  not  make  war  and  helleiHA^  that  Great 
BritAin  will  not  forcHi  it  upon  ub,  I  ap|>rehencl  ulie  will  execute 
fairly  the  system  she  bos  lately  prumulgatud,  leaving  our  govern- 
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neut  in  thn  ritliciiloiift  attlluiln  tlicj  hav«  chost^n,  nntil  a  liftler  ik«ii!-s 
of  our  true  intrn>st  Hliall  hhIikh;  llmm.nr  the  fortv  of  jmhlic  opinion 
compel  ihem,  to  change  it.  but.  [urtlitir  tiiiiii  (hlH,  I  ahoultl  imagino 
Gr<?nt  Britain  wuuld  (li.i<in  it  proper  to  unfoM  to  (lie  cjr«s  of  tba 
two  naiioiis  hU  eticU  pnrtH  of  iho  bi»u>rjr  of  the  coiitrov«rB^  u 
would  be  cousiKteiil  witli  tlc^i^rum  to  dijicloae.  She  would  dtrUil 
tho  evidence  of  her  conRtitnl.  rpiulin«!ia  to  remnro  all  juM  ground 
of  onmplflint.  She  would  exhibit  a  fair  defence  of  tier  ttuu-itim»J 
rights  and  prebenHtoiis,  and  show  from  the  )>erilouB  state  of  iha 
world  the  npceasily  of  hrr  adheroniv  to  ihem.  The  claim  to  teareh 
for  hep  sailors  ou  l»mn3  m^rchmit  \Ktw\»  should  \te  jiiHtKicd  tut 
principle,  ami  iti  actii:il  prsii-iiw  vinHii'alwl  hy  the  prtiiMurM  of  hw 
own  wantA  of  her  own  men.  The  alle^tion  that  it  infringoa  tha 
riglitfi  of  nisutrals. and  i»  an  indignity  to  their  sovereiguty,  should  l)0 
repvik'd  liy  a  refereiio*  to  lh«  search  for  enemy,  —  p«"ri«>n*i  n*,  vtvW 
a»  property,  —  whiirh  ts  admiiteil :  and  si  lEie  sumu  tiini?  the  tofor- 
inal  arr»]igt<mente  which  haru  been  offere<l  uii  tlii«  point  should  l>e 
dfinoni^trated  to  be  all  that  safety  and  honor  jierrnit  lo  be  offered, 
and  to  be  sueh  a-t  ought  to  have  been  accepted.  The  shifts  andi 
eraaions  bv  whi<'h  our  >KlrnintBtrat)on  have  I'luded  an  aeiynnnio>la*  ' 
lion  should  be  erpoiwd,  and  ihe  real  inahilify  of  the  United  Slate* 
to  be-iir  tlie  privations  and  self-denials  they  have  Tolnutaritj  and 
fystematieslly  become  subject  to.  as  the  chosen  iiwans  of  coerdng 
Great  llrluiin;  and  the  saperior  adrantafjefl  Great  Krit4tin  poe^^ 
sesses  for  that  sort  of  cnnlecit.  if  hIiu  wuuid  rotort  to  it,  might 
proved.  The  conduct  of  the  Amerioiii  go-rernraent  might  also 
placed  in  a  light  that  would  justify  hostile  lueaitircs;  hut  it  shonld 
heinsislod  on  that  Crviit  Hritiiin  has  no  viodielive  feeling;)  towards 
the  United  Stales  to  {rmtify,  and  that  Mhe  will  not  be  wanting  la 
any  reawnnble  measun:*  to  keep  from  them  the  miserie*  and  pt-r- 
liap»  ruin  which  a  war  with  her  might  entail  upon  them.  It 
might  be  intimateil  that  the  late  procet^lings  of  the  Amprit-jui  gov- 
ernment appear  wi  entirely  without  any  adetjiiaie  motire-t,  and  «o 
contrary  to  the  true  and  obvious  interest*  of  the  country,  that  it  it 
impowiible  not  to  HUti|)ect  them  of  being  produ<-r<l  br  that  fear  and 
influence  of  France  which  boa  overwhelmed  the  cabinets  of  other 
Blates.  where  in  dependence  i»  now  no  more.  It  might  be  dsdared 
ttiat,  if  all  the  sacrifiocs  of  wealth,  comfort,  and  conveniettee*  which 
we  are  voluntarily  making  arc  to  bo  oouuuuvd  until  Great  Hrilain 
yield  her  just  righu,  ihej  will  not  speedily  terminate,  since  thoH 
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will  tiec^tuinrily  b«  «t>pportei)  witli  tier  life;  and  on  tlii«  the  lan> 
gUH^e  of  ilplil>«!r.ilo  linnnp.s.4  ahniilil  he  (^mplnycil.  tn  dispel  the 
■leltuiions  thut  muy  vxiaU  Filially'  it  «boul<l  l>u  ctiiltrd  thai,  n-hilu 
an  honorable  accommodation  is  ofFc-rwl,  with  *i(ifere  wishes  that  a 
Jiut  re-^nl  tu  the  mutinil  welfare  of  both  (<ounirie«  may  prevent 
A  rti)>liirtf.  l\f  inu-.U'ii:  ilii«|MM>iii(i)i  aiid  amicuble  iiilcnlioiiM  tniiol  uul 
be  misiimstnii'il.  »nd  thf  pnritiili[y  of  the  Ami^rirjiti  guvprnmt-iU  14 
her  t'liemy  rini«l  t>p  kept  ivilhiii  bnundH. 

Ammig  lliu  wine  oud  ^uud  uf  uv«ry  nstiuii.  Great  Bnuiii  h&s 
many  friends.  It  cannot  bo  otherwise.  But,  slrtctly  speaking, 
fAtrrr  is  no  iirilith  f/nrty  Arre.  Yet  fluch  a  I«i-iii  i«  alllxed  oh  au 
oppiviliriuin  to  llitf  uiitnt-H  of  miiny  of  llie  ht>jil  of  our  citizens. 
Gnat  eai'f.  ought  to  be  taken  thete/ttre.  at  tiU  times,  tit  j'umtfh  na 
matmuU  for  thi*  nlIa»o»*  methnH  of  dntroyinff  (Af  injlufnct  vj 
ffood  m*n}  A  luilinn  thai  has  exhibiti^d  to  tli*^  world  *a  much  of 
pvtry  ihing  to  adralru  and  rsitiem.  co  much  of  all  that  cnuuhles 
human  eocivly.  uiid  ubovt?  all  tluU  »in<,Mihirly  ffliciCoiu  cuitibiuatiou 
of  liberty  and  law,  —  that  yiufiM  whirh  ban  made  her  emlahly 
grejit,  ^surh  a  QAtion,  if  known  to  inhabit  another  ptaueC,  would 
\w,  iiiliTciitin^  lo  ev«ry  man  who  h^'ard  ol  their  pxisiwice  and 
charai'lcr. 

I  think,  my  di-ar  air.  srmiL'thing  like  the  ideas  I  have  cxprciUieti 
will  wfur  \a  Hrititli  stnti-snivn  ;  and  that,  aftvr  Mr.  Kcmv's  return, 
some  oiRoiat  communiraiion  of  them  through  parHameut,  or  oomo 
other  channel,  will  Im  made.  I  hope  ibey  will  be  dii^pliiyed  with 
the  nkill  and  ability  with  which  thry  easily  ran  rreat  mk-Ii  Milijertit, 
if  they  should  thhik  it  niNvifliiAry.  The  leinpiir  Khntild  be  niild,  the 
manuer  LXJiieiliatory,  while  (Ae  purpme  mn^  bv  Jirm,  and  aeowed  to 
he  to.  Siicli  a  muiiilesto  wuuld  produce  good  effects  on  both  nideA 
of  the  AtliuiLic.  Here  ii  would  promote  t]i«  iucltnntiuu  fur  peace 
aud  goo<l  uiidergiandiii^.  In  the  Dieau  time,  whatever  may  bd  the 
news  uf  a  f*iw  partinilar  and  ever  public  men,  our  people  will 
not  be  driven  into  n  war  mth  Uruat  UrilaJn,  if  &h(3,  by  moderation, 
jutticc.  find  pnidi-nee,  furninhes  no  pretence,  uo  new  mi'ans  of 
iaHaming  the  popular  piusiona  ngiunrt  her.  I  repeal  then  chat,  in 
my  opinion,  Great  Urit:uu  will  do  uU  she  conxiBtuutly  can  to  uvuid 
war,  beoHUoe  the  advaiitJ4;c  of  it  wonid  )»e  tntlinj;  to  her,  if  any  at 
all,  and  the  evils  would  be  great  to  both  coHiiirieH.  To  her,  they 
would  be  lasting:  lo  tw,  intolerable  and  probably  irreparable.     If 

All  ilaltca  here  and  elaewheir  are  In  the  orl^nal  manuicrlpts. 


4 


886 


LtFE  AKD  LETTERS  OF  OEORQE  CABOT.     [IBOT-H 


our  govcninw-nt  wants  iho  wiaHom  or  the  virtue  to  Hltuti  this  tom- 
l)k-  misi'iiiu'f.  it  ia  iiifumlwiit  ou  Grf«i  Briiaiu  lo  |niit'Us«  both. 
ThJR  u  ber  ii)ter«i«L,  tlioujih  in  a  uucli  lower  degrett  tlisn  ours.  It 
>imiM  dttfeat  the  design*  of  Fraiirp,  and  ctmUl  InH'p  this  wmiitry  in 
B  tnlvahiv  s(at«  for  happier  days,  nhieli  may  oome  iioon,  »hiJ  proba- 
bly  will  coma  before  the  erifl  of  the  presunt  couHict.  The  incon* 
VL-n ifticf  (jf  onr  pn-sfnt  infafiiire.4  \»  slight  uiiti  tHiBporary  to  (iroat 
liritaiu,  and  ill  part  bHiuived  by  eoinH  a  subHtuntial  guud;  aiid,  if 
I«t  alone,  uronhl  be  discontinued  hy  us  fruui  choiti-. 

You  see.  my  dear  sir,  with  whiit  frecdutii  1  give  you  my  thonglilSt 
wichoiu  miit'h  order  or  method.  They  are,  however,  tbe  toduU  (*f 
mnch  rolloctinn,  and  apji^f.  with  those  of  my  b«>st  frienda,  whoi*<! 
hoartH  Uku  my  oivu  are  warm  with  the  lovu  of  our  country  and 
oppressed  with  auxi(.'ty  for  its  fattj.  With  uufuij.iif!  n-^ird  and 
respect,  I  remaiu  your  aficctiooaie  friend^         Gbokoe  Cabot. 


OaBOT    to    FlCKEttlKO. 

B"»Tn5,  March  15,  1808. 

Mr  DEATt  Sin.  —  T  wrote  yoDKtediotw  k'ltcr  on  iho  ISth.  con> 
taintng  a  rough  okotch  of  my  opiniona  of  the  raur^e  of  «induct 
tuwurtU  this  country  which  Great  Britain  would  be  likely  to  pur- 
sue. I  Rxpreasi^l  Umse  opinions  with  mnfidc-ncR.  br-catisc  it  svetocd ' 
to  toe  iiueh  a  <7oiir.ie  ia  m  obviotiRly  wiae.  I  am  suu^ible.  howevBr, 
there  are  many  difficultips  in  the  way,  and  that  our  piovi-ntmrnt 
may  even  make  more  still.  Tot  the  tme  policy  of  the  lintith  ad- 
ministrtilion  will  be  to  fuil.  eeery  attempt  to  provoke  them  to  put 
tJiis  TOUUlry  into  the  hands  of  Kranctt.  It  will  not  be  easy  fnr 
British  pride  to  brook  our  foolish  insolence  in  non-importation 
lawM,  or  oiliLT  pnrhibitionH,  reatrietjve  or  diseriminativf.  between 
tbeni  and  olher  nalioiDi,  which  are  intended  lo  injni-v  ihein ;  yet  it 
ia  onmplelely  in  their  power  to  retaliate  (ur  porhuiw  only  ibrealea 
to  retaliate)  every  measure  of  that  BOrt  iu  a  manner  uiiPX»i.'ption- 
able  and  yet  ctTicaciou*.  Our  angry  paasinns  «r«  Hulwidiug,  our 
leitrB  are  scrioos  of  rupture,  and  our  irre-sisiible  paselon  for  com- 
meroo  will  be  liafoucd  lo.  Indeed,  it  ought  to  be;  for  no  counlrr 
in  tlie  world,  perhiijui,  would  Miller  mnn>  from  Its  aliolilion. 

When  you  see  Governor  Snllivan's  lelter  iu  tlic  uew^papeti  you 
will  feel  more  of  conlempi;  than  any  oth«?r  pa»stoD.  .Some  of  your 
friends  here  think  you  will  answer  biin  witb  some  severity.     I  think 


1807-14]  CORRESPONDENCE.  887 

the  perfect  correctness  of  making  the  communication  through  him, 
the  only  topic ;  and  on  this  not  much  neeil  he  said,  because  no  man 
doubts  it.  The  inference  that  he  has  grossly  violated  his  duty  is 
sutHciently  obvious,  not  to  need  being  much  insisted  ou. 

Yours  truly,  G.  C. 

P.  S.  Your  letter  is  read  with  avidity,  and  gives  great  satisfac- 
tion. Fifty  thousand  persons  in  New  England  will  have  read  it 
before  this  month  expires-^ 

Pickering  to  Cabot. 

Wabhinotos,  March  16, 1808. 
My  DGAit  Friend,  —  This  evening  I  received  your  letter  of 
the  9th.  and,  in  a  blank  cover,  a  correct  copy  of  my  letter  to  Gov- 
ernor Sullivan,  in  a  neatly  printed  pamphlet.  With  your  approba- 
tion, and  the  approbation  of  others  whom  I  respect,  esteem,  and 
love,  I  could  be  well  content,  and  would  cheerfully  dispense  with 
the  other  kind  of  praise  you  mention ;  but  you  rightly  judge,  it 
will  make  me  "  neither  vain  nor  angry  "  improbti  vituperari,  —  you 
will  recollect  I  had  anticipated.  And  here  you  will  allow  me  to 
repeat  what  is  often  present  to  ray  mind,  havhig  heard  it  quoted, 
times  without  number,  by  my  father,  ^  Woe  unto  you  when  all 
men  shall  speak  well  of  you."  It  is  added,  "  for  so  did  their 
fathers  to  the  false  prophets."  Truth,  then  (and  our  own  experi- 
ence gives  confirmation),  is  the  very  subject  of  evil-speaking. 

'  This  letter  and  the  preceding  one  were  sent  by  Colonel  Pickering  to 
Mr.  Rose,  the  British  iiiini§ter,  together  with  the  following  letter  from 
Colonel  Pickering  himself:  — 

PtcKBRiNO  TO  George  Hkhrt  Rose. 

City  or  Washisoto.h,  March  22,  1808. 
Dear  Sir,  —  Lait  evening  I  gave  you  a  letter  from  George  Cabot,  Esq., 
of  Boston,  one  of  my  earlf  friends,  and  one  of  the  best  of  men,  and  as  en- 
lighienedas  he  is  good.  Ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  he  was  a  senator  in  Con- 
gress from  Massachusetts.  But  though  eminently  well  informed  in  political 
and  commercial  subjects,  yet  always  averse  to  public  life,  he  retired  to 
resnme  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  the  pleasures  of  his  domestic  circle  and  of  a 
select  society  of  friends,  and  of  the  studioas  leisure  of  a  contemplative  mind. 
You  will  read  his  letter  again  and  with  fresh  interest,  and  I  pray  you  to  con- 
sider it  as  the  result,  on  its  subject,  of  whatever  there  is  of  political  wisdom 
and  real  patriotism  in  Massachusetts ;  for  the  best  and  most  enlightened 
men  in  that  State  are  his  friends  and  associates. 

On  my  return  to  my  lodgings,  I  found  another  letter  from  Mr.  Cabot,  which 
came  by  the  last  evening's  mail,  and  as  it  is  on  the  same  subject  I  send  it  to 
yon  for  the  same  purpose  as  the  former. 
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To-morrow  or  next  day.  you  will  receive  my  leltei*  of  ilie  lOili 
RhiJ  lltii,  Willi  »evv!riil  etidoKiirt^;  ninoiifr  wliii-h,  my  fnrii<[»  [n^r» 
think  the  gnvernor'ft  letter  of  thp  3il  ami  my  answer  of  tlie  OUi 
may  Iw  inililislieil   with  some  effect. 

For  n  ffw  ihiy*.  I  huve  hi!un]  iiothiug  of  the  ocgotiaUon.'  I  can 
niily  eay  lliat  ^tr.  Rosu  in  xlill  hern. 

For  Hume  tinin  piunt.  I  huvo  f(-:ircKl  thnt  I  should  never  siv  Mr. 
Amei  :i;^iii.  Yuiir  Iflter  i^iiilirmK  my  fwirs.  "  Quia  i)«<9klcrilH  ait 
puilor  fltit  moilns  Mim  oari  rnpiti'^." 

The  luoruijig  atWr  I  received  liis  admirable  "  aewsimper  writ- 
ing" trhieh  you  mention,  I  was  going  to  send  it  lo  )[r.  Rote,  whea 
I  (onnd  Str.  Sti-drnftn  wa«  doing  it.  Mr.  lloso  Ap]>r'jira  to  be  a 
very  umiabJe  iiiuu.  so  bmiablt.-  ujiU  so  i-uudid  ihal,  uu  bo  short  au 
acquointuufe,  I  cuunut  thliik  of  hicn  Imt  tu  n  /rirnd.  Souk  liue 
ftgo  I  wroie  lo  you.  exprewing  my  lilc-iis  of  the  true  policy  of  tlie 
UritiKli  giiveruiueiLt  to  be  observe<l  loward  the  Uuitei)  Sialf«,wiah- 
\h>1  lu  hnve  tlitiin  (HiiifiniiM  by  youi-s,  Mr.  King';*  I  h:ive  rt-reived. 
He  any*,  "  I  entirely  nfrren  in  your  opinion  roni-4Tning  the  immenite 
importance  to  England  att  well  as  to  Ami^'riea  tliat  lliv  relations  of 
ytfwvL  Iietwofii  iliL-ni  should  he  rherisLed  and  preserve)!."  Ae.  I 
have  rnciosH  his  letter  to  Mr.  Koiiic,  for  I  hud  told  Mr.  Kin^  it 
n*:i<i  for  thul  purjiuiio  I  vriinted  hi»  opinion.  It  was  ehieOy  ilgtU  hai 
might  in  per»f>ii  I'earn  on  tiiit)  .tnhject,  and  on  the  common  iniereMl 
of  the  two  luinntntifi,  the  eenlimunts  uf  oar  wisest  Blntitt^men  anil 
Wn\  cilicenii,  that  I  have  more  than  once  advii^ed  and  nrged  Mr. 
Rose  to  travt:!  heiiei^  lu  fur  aM  BosU)n,  if  the  drcnimstanees  of  his 
miHsIon  aliould  render  U  iKJgsible.  Hi«  own  dispiwitions  art*  all  wa^ 
c«M]Id  wi«h,  ami  I  hiive  no  duutnl  of  hi*  transmitting  his  imprcs' 
8ioD9  to  his  governmenu 

M^cH  I?. 

I  liave  jnflt  given  Mr.  Aitipb's  commnnication  to  n  membtr 
of  the  House,  to  hsind  t^)  the  editor  of  the  'Wiuhingtou  "  Keiier* 
oliil,"  ami  to  urge  him  to  print  it.  It  U  time  that  the  ailly  noUoni 
of  those  who  direct  and  mouth  and  vote  our  national  nieuunM 
should  be  attacked  and  subverted.  Even  tbo  henl  (who,  as  Tracy 
tilled  lx>  nay.  have  Ite^nm  lo  wnik  on  their  hind  1^9)  may  andentaiid 
(if  they  read)  the  mont  material  giartA. 

Alwaya  truly  yoari,  T.  Pickebmo. 


>  This  refers  to  Mr.  Roie'a  frultleu  acgot^tioo  with  JeOerMiii. 
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Cabot  to  Piceerino. 

Boston,  March  IB,  1808. 

Mr  DEAR  Sir,  —  Last  evening  and  this  morning  I  received  your 
three  packets  relating  to  the  SuUivanian  controversy.'  I  regret 
extremely  that  you  could  not  know  what  was  done  here,  which 
would  have  saved  much  of  your  labor.  But  it  was  impossible  you 
should  suspect  the  governor's  fatuity  to  be  so  great  as  to  publish 
his  own  truly  ridiculous  letter.  After  this,  I  should  not  be  sur- 
prised to  see  him  publish  your  answer  on  Monday  next  in  the 
"  Chronicle."  I  shall  wait  until  that  day  is  past  before  I  decide 
on  the  publication  from  the  copy  you  have  sent  me.  There  will 
be  some  of  our  own  party  who  will  not  approve  it,  but  they  are 
very  few.  The  mass  of  them  admire  it,  and  I  am  satisfied  it  has 
a  good  effect  on  both  parties,  and  will  help  us  more  than  any  publi- 
cation we  have  had. 

Our  Legislature  having  risen  and  the  publication  having  been 
made,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  call  on  Mr.  Otis.  I  was  a  few 
days  since  at  Dedham.  Our  friend  is  very  low  in  health,  so  that  I 
shall  not  be  surprised  if  he  sinks  entirely  in  a  few  months.  My 
hope  that  he  will  not  rests  on  the  remembrance  that  he  rose  last 
year  from  a  similar  depression.  He  spoke  of  you  with  very  great 
approbation  and  friendship;  admires  your  letter,  and  thinks  much 
good  will  come  out  of  it.  Sincerely  yours,  G.  C. 

Since  my  long  letter  to  you  of  the  12tli,  we  have  had  short 
arrivals  from  England  here ;  and  I  am  much  struck,  indeed 
much  gratitied,  to  see  the  coincidence  of  the  opinions  of  the  British 
administration  with  those  I  had  expressed  as  likely  to  be  enter- 
tained by  them. 

Cabot  to  Fickerino. 

March  20. 1808. 

Mr  DEAR  Sir,  —  Yours  of  the  13th  is  this  moment  received, 
and  gives  me  much  pleasure ;  for  the  general  complexion  of  it  is 
pleasing,  although  no  positive  good  is  specified. 

You  will  in  turn  be  gratitied  to  know  that  you  are  read  with 
advantage  through  all  New  England.  Some  favorable  changes  in 
the  elections  of  our  town  otficers  in  various  places  have  taken  place, 

'  See  Pickering's  letter  of  March  11,  to  which  ttiis  is  an  answer,  given 
above,  p.  380. 
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an<1  ifimf  hnpt  is  iiuliiI^Mt  ilmt  our  State  tlootioiii*  may  be  u\rh 
If  pive  to  ihe  viif  and  ifood  a  (jowor  uf  deciiliitg  whi*i  I're8.iJi>iilU 
cnmliilatt!  hIiiiU  li»ve  Uie  X'dei)  of  Ma«MkchtiM'tt«.  On  lliut  kfsuU  liitw* 
ever,  it  is  benl  for  us  to  6&y  na  littlo  nnd  dn  as  miic]i  as  we  <iiii. 
Jl'  Mr.  KosM  is  not  si<>"^>  liu  will  ilouUlk<Hs  ulwrrve  i\vtv  chuii<ei-s, 
whioli  limy  littve  k  p[re;u  fffect  on  onr  foreign  jiolicT  :  inilppil,  *•  Mufa* 
biliig"  is  uiM:ribei]  on  whatever  pertains  to  our  jjoveriiment. 

I  do  not  know  that  it  i»  necesMiry  to  retniuil  tqu  tlutt  in  the 
^vil  drtys  wc  iDri»t  )>l>  (^iri7nm<)pect  in  nil  that  we  Huy,  and  still  iu>*t» 
ill  w but  vfK  nritu,  cuiiD-niiu^  our  tulationn  lo  foreign  pow«r«.  'X'tju 
iiuMl  |iHtri<nic  ami  Imimraljle  iDtetitioim  would  he  |»prvwt«d  l»y  «n- 
pnnri|>lecl  men,  and  their  iiiiiliorH  perHeciilfd,  if  lliey  were  known. 
Vlial  I  wrote  tuu  is  pi-iK.-i5ely  what  1  miiintaia  often  in  conversa- 
tion ;  ^et,  in  the  shape  you  have  it,  I  nronid  rather  it  should  Dot  he 
seen. 

I  Iiave  not  y«l  decided  to  puWi«h  your  reply  to  tlie  governor. 
One  or  two  friends  desire  it  mnch,  and  another  with  myself  think* 
it  doubtful,  and  ai  any  rate  it  may  be  delayed  a  few  days.  When 
thin)jfl  ff\  well,  »U  ekperitneutH  atv.  to  be  aviiikd.  I  «iudt  obser\'4.J 
your  djruclion,  "  to  forget  you  and  think  of  the  public" 

Yuuns  faitlxfully,  G.  C 

Cabot  to  Pickkrino. 

Avail.  3, 19Q& 

Hfr  riEAR  Sir.  —  Your  answer  lo  Sullivan  ha»  been  v^-ry  cen- 
ernlly  approved  in  a  hi<;h  de<^ee,  and  ftJmulated  anew  the  public 
inclination  to  read  Ihe  public  letter. 

In  Bpile  of  all  my  fit  inertia,  I  am  forced  lo  work  mnch  mora 
than  1  like.  Yon  draw  and  olhent  drive  me  into  iJie  vorU-i:  of 
pulilir«,  which  I  wi'sii  lo  Khun.  You  can  banlly  imagine  how  active 
we  are  to  seeiire  the  eleriimi,  of  which  sangntue  hopes  are  oow 
entertained  by  most  of  the  good  men. 

[  am  a  little  surprised  at  the  coinpr«hcnsivenesft  of  JelTerwin's 
dedaration  in  his  uifssjifje  eonterning  the  communieaiion  of  oiar 
ttlluirs  with  France.  If  ihere  is  nothing  really  slsrmiug  or  insolent 
in  the  othcial  <iiri-i:-M]»c>ni1pnf:i»,  whence  d<ie»i  ho  U-ani  thai  France 
meiiaeed  us  with  niptnrpn.  <'.nnfii<cwtioii.  tStc,  which  I  am  persuittled 
he  knows?     Did  Dr.  IJnHers.  an  (/Hacciwlitt-d  messenger,  brtuj*  it? 

Mr.  llillboiitte's  letter  will  be  a  ruluahle  auxiliary  Ui  yours,  and 
car«  will  be  taken  to  place  it  before  the  public  m  aoon  as  possiblu 
nfter  it  come*  to  baud.  Your*  truly,  G.  C. 
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Cabot  to  Pickering. 

April  5, 1808. 

Mr  DEAR  Sir, —  Our  newspapers  of  this  date  will  damp  your 
hopes  of  our  election.  "We  are  all  disappointed.  I  received  your 
letter  of  the  27tli  ult.,  with  two  copies  enclosed  of  other  letters,  all 
which  gave  me  great  pleasure ;  and  I  am  satisfied  with  the  use 
made  of  mine.'  Although  our  people  now  begin  to  suffer  very 
much  from  the  embargo,  yet  it  appears  that  other  feelings  are 
stronger,  and  other  poHsions  govern  them.  The  individual  wishes 
things  to  go  better,  but  he  prefers  to  goveni  others  rather  than 
be  ruled  by  thera.  When  shall  we  understand  fully  the  nature  of 
democratic  theories  ?  When  shall  we  be  satialied  that  a  govern- 
ment (tltngether  poptilar  in  form  tends  irresistibly  to  place  in  power 
the  levellers  of  public  authority,  order,  and  law  ?  The  people  will 
not  permit  their  own  passions,  their  own  favorite  objects,  to  be 
made  to  give  place  to  the  general  good.  The  small  voice  of  reason 
will  be  generally  drowned  in  the  clamors  of  vice  and  folly,  lint  I 
have  no  right  to  vent  my  discontents  to  one  who  from  situation 
mu8t  sec  and  feel  more  than  enough  of  these  mortifying  truths. 
With  sincere  regard  and  esteem,  I  am 

Always  yours,  G.  C. 


Cabot  to  Pickerino. 

Afril  9, 1808. 
Mt  dear  Sir,  —  I  received  your  letters  of  the  28th  and  30th, 
and  the  printed  papers  under  other  covers.  Our  election  of  gov- 
ernor will  be  Democratic,  but  the  majority  will  be  very  small ; 
and  we  still  expect  the  Cumberland  senators  will  one  of  them  be 
Federal,  and  perhaps  both.  In  this  case,  our  condition  will  be 
better  than  last  year.  Whoever  views  the  democratic  theory,  in 
the  true  light,  will  perceive  that  the  natural  dowmcard  course  of 
our  affairs  is  for  the  moment  obstructed,  or  changed  by  accidental 
causes.  I  tliink  observing  men  will  be  sensible  that,  if  our  election 
had  been  held  two  months  ago,  the  Federalists  would  have  been 
outvoted  by  many  thousands.  But  though  party  feelings  in  a 
large  part  of  the  community  must  prevail  over  all  others,  yet 
many  men  are  alarmed  at  the  shameful  and  dangerous  conduct  of 

'  Thej  had  been  sent  to  Mr.  Rose,  as  stated  ftbove,  in  note,  p.  387. 
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the  national  a<.1miiilitration  towani  forei^i  powen;  and  t.hi<t  unRuf- 
iuees  i«  tlic  principal  cause  of  the  gitut  KtKl^nil  voce.  Vuur  col- 
league,' liowoTtT,  lliiiiks  us  all  in  lli«  wrotif!;,  and  has  vriuen  a  lung 
letter  to  t^trMuwIe  thv  peoplu  so.  It  It  uuw  lu  the  press,  and  will 
Rppfnr  on  AtnndAy  or  Tucwiay.  w)ien  I  wilt  »«nd  y^u  a  imjiv.  I 
am  uild  iiii  chief  object  is  to  controvert  the  »cutuucnus  cootaiued 
in  yi^ur  Ititcr.  I  UiLiik,  buwever,  erent»  are  daily  uufoldiug  wbicli 
vUl  prove  that  the  policy  of  peitce  and  good  undenitaiiding  with 
£ii^lHud  as  a  security  aguin^it  Fmnoe  !»  truly  wise. 

Yours  sincerely,  6,  C. 

Cabot  to  Pickkrino. 

AratLll.  180S. 

Mr  RP-AB  Sm, —  I  received  yesterday  your  two  letters  of  tho 
3d,  and  a  copy  of  that  of  C]iun))ia^y.*  Thi^  having  already 
ajipL-iiivd  in  the  uen>papcr,  I  regvu-TK-d  your  Imbor  in  tranMM-ihing 
it.  L'pon  rt-'udiiig  Mu<li«>aii  and  liot^e,  I  wii»  tturprUtMl  thai  th« 
hitler  bad  not  uiiulu  a  butter  use  of  the  MigmuKnt  he  evidently 
po&sea»ed. 

Ky  thi>  mail  of  this  day,  I  bare  sent  yuti.  under  a  l)tarik  cover. 
•I.  Q.  Aduins'ii  IctUT.*  Tliui'Q  is  a  good  dcul  of  pn-v^uiniitiou  in  it. 
And  a  ^)ud  deul  of  hIilii^  ;  hnt,  on  tlie  whole-,  conxiderin^  how  apt 
be  \»  to  Ite  violent.  I  lUiI  not  find  him  more  iin  than  1  had  eiperled. 
I  don't  see  how  it  can  be  knoton  that  Ituinaparte  h.'w  not  dedarMl 
he  will  have  no  miitrals.  His  condiict.  his  decrees,  and  ('hntn- 
pagny's  lettt-r.  wrui-iiily  givB  ereUiljilily  lo  the  opioioiie  of  tho^e 
who  believe  thai  Ac  h(u  dtclarrd  $o.     The  paudty  of  Casw  in  which 

1  Jtihn  Qulncy  Ailiinii. 

*  ]  take  lilt*  to  rcfvT  lo  a  letter  fnim  diampapiy.  the  »«-fu-)i  min»t«r  of 
iiiti-ii;n  reUiluns,  lo  Aurmlnlnerat  i'arti.  (knrml  Anmuonir.  This  letter, 
to^'tlirr  with  orir  from  Erfkinu,  tlic>  Briiiili  luiiiiiiu-r,  (u  Miidliuo,  w««  itmot- 
niiiic-il  to  Congri'M  hy  the  I*n,'*iilent,  April  'i.  ISUf*.  KrdcincV  wa»  a  iliniiv 
di'fiiiL«  i>f  Uif  Brilisli  policy  |f>w»nU  nrutraln.  Cliaiiipagiij'i  vtm  nn  imttll. 
iag  com!XUH\4  Ihnt  vrv  »timilil  at  oekv  go  to  wnr  with  Kn|;ljin<l ;  ami  tbr 
■iifuntiatiiin  wa>  nildii^d  Iliut,  in  t1)^  eniperor't  opitiian.  WAr  already  «xitlrd 
btrlvrt^n  Uront  Ilrltnin  aii'l  Ihr  riiitid  Stnti!*.  ActltiK  on  this  Th-vr.  Chairi' 
pafcny  esld  niir  fpiut^^lt  ntri.-  iv  bu  ttquteivnxl  utitil  it  was  ttm  wlK-llior  «e 
ffiiiin|;^t|  iit  war  uilh  E]i[;'*ud,<»  xvnt  uur  luaiilfcM  duly.  See  Wait*'*  State 
r*p.•^^  VI.  aift 

*  Till*  wft*  a  **  l^lcr  to  tlif  Uon.  llarriiun  Grny  Ut1».«n  the  rreseat  State 
of  onr>>nTionnl  AITuIn;  with  lU'uuirku  upon  Mr.  Pickerlng'i  Lclta  to  tlit 
Gflveniorur  lUe  Cumiuo&wi-altli." 
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the  £urope»n  naliona  liave  Uikeu  Mivir  men  is  «iirely  no  ftrj^urneiit 
■^intt  the  fact  of  their  mainuining  such  right  by  n86«ri)ng  il  as 
often  as  there  U  n|i|M>rtuuicy.  Itut  [  am  not  gi>ing  to  conimi'iit  on 
nlittt  I  have  frcarcrly  read,  anil  from  which  I  lurneil  Wtlh  •lisgiit.t. 
I  think,  Iiuwaver,  lltat  all  Lb«  juuswuru  aUould  be  writtun  with  [Ef- 
fect t(fm(iurauce  afiU  moderaUou,  that  mvu  m:ty  out  fui->^-t  thv 
reality  of  our  sAfety  from  FroDoe  depends  on  Great  Britiiiii'fl  boing 
able  CO  defend  her&clf.  0.  C. 

Cabot  to  Pickrkixo. 

Ana.  In,  I«W. 

9It  drar  Sir,  — I  do  not  know  whether  I  have  acknowletlt^pd 
all  your  ItfCt«^ni  iti  tlie  ordor  dif^y  were  received.  Laat  evening, 
a  coiijile  of  packets  with  printed  enclominjs  came  to  hnnd.  Oiir 
iicwapapf^rs  begin  to  att^tck  tho  letter  of  your  colleague,  and  will 
proliabiy  |K;m)it  until  till  ilK  falsities  and  fallacies  m*  well  as  weak* 
»halt  be  fuUy  ex|H>Hejl. 

Id  the  case  of  Ratford,^  inHlnuntod  to  be  etill  alive  lu  Peuiiayl- 
ia,  we  6ee  a  renewal  of  the  wretched  tttl'.'m|jt  to  p^reniwW  ihe 
tunrry  timt  Itdljhin^'  was  a  native  of  Danbury.  I  have  Iweo 
OMkfd  how  you  would  escape  from  the  ehAr<;e  of  inconsiMenry.  io 
liaviug  concurred  io  the  reiiolulioti  ou  which  the  uon-imjwruilioa 
law  wajt  bottomed,  and  now  ni-j^in;;  ai^ainst  tnoAsures  naturally 
following  it,  white  (in-ut  Urilain  pcrKists  in  lliu  samo  uunduct. 
My  ati*w«r  i*  that,  whati'vcr  may  h^iw  b«_'*m  your  motive*  for  that 
concurrence,  you  are  completely  jusiiflcd  in  your  present  views  of 
the  policy  which  ijyw  ought  to  be  pwrsiit'd  from  the  geuemt  a»pevt 
of  our  foreijpi  relations.  But  I  say  diatinotly  that  Gri?at  Britain, 
in  the  treaty  juat  now  nt'ji-cli':il,  liaa  dinm  her  part  towunl  M^ttlirij; 
amicably  and   rMutunahly  th«  priii('i|ia]  (jitfstlon,  —  ihal  uf  ih*  r»Iu- 

'  Ratfnrd,  tdku  Wi\nm.  wn*  one  of  iIid  invn  taken  trom  xiw  "  Clii'M' 
peake-"  Up  «m  prov^nl  on  trtnl  ui  W  m  ItriiUli  'if»frt<'r  fruni  tlw  "  Halifax  " 
maiW]f*iiru',  and  mh.i  huu);  bI  UulifHi,  in  Xum  Scotia- 

*  llolitiin*  wa.*  Ilii-  rttsiitm-d  nnim-  nf  Tlionin*  Naxii.  a  W'k-r  in  Iht'  itinliny 
on  bonril  tht.'  BHiisli  sliip  "  Hvnniiinc."  in  ITI>7.  Nash  i-scAppi]  t»  this  coiin- 
trr,  and  l>i<>  BriiUh  (piremnieiit  a|>|>li>tl  In  have  tiiin  elvrn  ii;j.  XmsIi  mI 
up  a«  a  ili-rvni'v  Uiat  Iim  numv  wii>  Junailian  ttul>l)iiiii.  and  that  liv  mnt  a 
nntiv^  of  iMnljiir^-,  Cumicriicwt.  TliU  ili-ft-no*  brukt-  itimn.  IK-  wb«  ijirpn 
HI*,  and  wfiii  li&tiKi-d  at  HalifHX.  Ttic  vry  wim  rniarii  tlmt  frt-Hi'tcnl  A'lRiiti 
tiad  «iinw-ncl«T»<l  an  Anirriian  PiH7cn,  iiiul  that  the  proof  of  Nauli'*  Irinh 
iiriyin  and  British  tiiueiistiip  was  numufactaied  for  tlie  occasion,  by  our 
Sovemitieul. 
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tiiW  tmde;  and  tbaC,  she  linving  given  Uiui  ample  proof  of  her 
e<itiil:il>l«  tli«|Mjsit)uU  ou  tliul  pijinl,  a  tiioaeiire  which  lui^jht  [io»- 
mIiIv  h«ve  Iwen  once  ihonpht  cjtpwlrent  to  employ  ni{^,)j|]itt  her 
WQuM  now  be  highly  improper.  1  hnve  been  readinc  Itiirinj^'s 
pxmjiliint,  puhliNlinl  Fohruarv  7th  tit  Loiidou.'  It  U  the  Ileal  jH-r- 
formann*  on  l}nr  stihjcta  of  tmr  (lispmc*  with  Grcai  Uritain,  and 
shuns  him  tu  Ik!  a  wivy  well-iiiforiiK'd  niau.  Allowuncu  is  to  ba 
iiinilv.  liowi'vor,  f<jr  atiti-miiiiHlL'riuliNm.  t  hftvi.*  m^f  )v  .1  ivve  iioU'» 
in  the  miirgin,  wliich  indimto  my  objections,  ami  shall  semi  the 
work  to  you  by  post.  Yoars  truly,  G.  C. 

Cabot  to  PicKEatNO. 

ArniL  30. 1906. 
Mv  DV.XVL  Silt, —  I  received  last  evening  your  favor  of  tba 
12th.  Ah  ynu  ini)»t  U.-  mucli  oociipiL^d  until  tli^  cloM  of  the  >«•• 
aion.  1  indtil^  a  1u)|M!  iJiac,  wiili  ull  your  incredible  induslry,  you 
will  iJoL  fiiiinii  jriur  letter  tu  Siilliv«ii.  My  rnawin  ik  llta!  yoa 
will  [imbably  think  it  neredsary  to  lake  wme  notice  of  the  violi-nt 
invective  of  your  colleague,  oud  perliapn  it  may  Im  done  as  well  In 
your  ad(h:u»s  to  Snllivau  a«  in  any  way.  I  thiiik  s<i  much  of  this, 
Tlial,  if  it  <^omL's  to  hand,  I  shiill  be  tempted  to  lay  it  and<^r  as 
"iMubur^u"  till  1  hear  from  or  see  you.  A  cutting  crilicii^UL  ou 
Adanik'^  letter  as  a  literary  perlorniainNi  will  appear  in  the  "*  I*aJ« 
ladium."  I  ant  told,  on  Friday,  wbieti  hliall  Iw  tntnsiniued.  Many 
anfiwvrs  to  parts  of  the  letter  arn  iHHtiing  from  the  prew,  and 
I  have  rt'ason  to  believe  one  or  two  pnmplilols  will  be  written.  [ 
cannot  go  Lhron^li  tJic  liibor  of  expre«(>inif  my  opinions  on  Mr. 
Hiitlioiue's  motion;  hut  will  the  strong  man  let  a  weaker  bead 
him  ?  Yours  Jidfiiter,  G.  C. 


PiCKEKiTJo  TO  Cabot. 

Cirr  OF  WAHnixofO!!,  ApHI  S2,  lt«». 
Mt  DRAit  Sir,  —  I  am   myself  frightened,  anil  yuu  wUI  ht 
alarmed,  at  tho  k-ugth  of  my  third  tetter  to  Oorurnor  Sulliran. 

I  "<_>n  thp  llriHuh  Onicr*  in  Coiim^il."  Tho  autbnr  irw  AlvuBader  [U> 
Injc,  iiin  of  Sir  Franct*  llftring.  And  nf(«nv«rd>  Lorrl  A*li)iurtmi.  ilr  h>d 
rtfidnl  mitny  yvAn  )n  thU  f^oiincrj*,  nn'l  liail  mitrrit^  a  ilauKhtfr  nf  Willlani 
Ititiithiini,  Uniicl  Slntvtt  Bvnatur  tmrn  l'vniity]v*a\a.  Mr.  Bsrinp  WH4  «1 
llii*  lirno  a  Whig  iu  po1iiK-:i,  mid,  of  course,  uu  cj^iwiicut  uf  tli«  Turj 
atlmuiislmliiin. 
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Forty-three  pages  I  I  have  examined  and  re-examined  in  order 
to  discover  what  more  I  can  dash  out,  but  am  now  at  aiy  ne  plus 
ultra.  What  can  be  done  with  it?  Is  the  public  mind  satiated 
with  addresses?  Will  even  my  friends  not  have  patience  to  read 
it?  Driven  to  a  vindic«tion  never  before  contemplated,  I  am 
strongly  impressed  with  the  importance  of  laying  it  before  the 
public.  Jn  regani  to  Sullivan,  ought  this  just  call  to  scourge  him 
to  be  let  slip?  What  will  be  the  retlcctions  of  himself  and  his 
partisans,  to  the  chief  of  whom  he  will  certainly  communicate  his 
letter  of  March  18.  and  what  their  reports  among  their  underling, 
if  I  remain  wliolly  silent  on  the  monstrous  charges  that  letter 
contains  ?  Ought  this  opportunity  of  clearly  convicting  him  of 
deliberate  falsehood  to  be  neglected  ? 

Perhaps  you  may  think  some  variations  proper  or  expedient. 
Such  can  without  difficulty  be  made  (seeing  the  letter  is  to  go 
directly  to  the  printer)  in  my  absence.  Congress  will  doubtless 
rise  the  2.5th,  but  it  will  probably  be  as  late  as  the  8th  or  10th  of 
5Iay  I)efore  I  reach  Boston.  To  postjwne  its  publication  till  that 
time  would  seem  to  me  to  lessen  its  effect.  Even  now  I  fear  the 
delay  which  has  taken  place  may  be  rather  unfavorable.  As  to 
alterations,  —  "what  you'd  have  it,  make  it."  I  think  they  cannot 
be  numerous,  and  conse<;(uently  not  occasion  you  a  great  deal  of 
trouble ;  while  I  regret  that  my  commmiications  have  given  you 
so  much. 

A  bill  has  passed  both  Houses,  vesting  the  President  with  power 
to  suspend  the  embargo  laws,  in  the  event  of  peace,  or  a  suspen- 
sion of  hostilities  in  Europe,  or  of  such  changes  in  the  orders  and 
decrees  of  the  belligerents  respecting  neutrals  as  in  the  President's 
opinion  will  render  it  safe  to  renew  our  foreign  commerce-  And 
he  may  suspend  the  embargo  in  whole  or  in  part.  I  had  objected 
to  the  words,  as  opening  a  door  for  dangerous  partialities.  My 
colleague,  by  way  of  reply,  as  it  seemed,  and  notwithstanding  all 
his  anathemas  against  the  British  (and  he  never  lets  slip  an  oppor- 
tunity to  vent  his  hatred  at  them),  said,  "  If  the  British  orders 
should  be  repealed,  I  would  remove  the  embargo  as  to  England  in 
the  teeth  of  Buonaparte."  lie  continued,  "  But  if  France  repeal 
her  decrees,  and  Britain  leave  hers  in  force,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  I  would  remove  the  embargo  in  respect  to  France."  What  a 
strange  man  !  But  with  all  this  ostensible  independence,  and  im- 
partiality towards  the  two  great  belligerents,  I  do  not  recollect  to 
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liAve  ever  heunl  from  hw  mouth  one  reproHchful  expretHiou  of  the 
K«-uch  or  llair  inaAlcr.  When.  pfL-tty  «.-;ir!v  in  llie  «c»*ioii,  Moti* 
roe's  uegoUnlious  with  Cminiiig  aboui  Uie  "CI»-'su|ieake"  wt-re  rvad 
in  the  Senate  (conRilpiitially).  Im  Miid  to  Mr.  Goudrich,  "  'iTivnj  \» 
now  Ti»  ctinnp  nf  wiir  \xith  Kn^litiKl."  Perhn|ia  no  one  lon^r 
extruded  liin  charity  Inwards  Mr.  Atliims  thnii  1,  but  I  huve  in  thii 
MMirtii  givvn  him  uji.  Ituyanl  Intvly  uiid  to  iii«,  "  IIo  is  com- 
pletely sold."  I  do  not  Icnow,  among  my  Federal  friends,  ooo  who 
tliiuks  odjcrwltie. 

AtutL  23. 

My  letter.     Its  finit  object.  In  onlcr.  is  the  expoAnre  of  Siilli* 
Tun  1  but  \u  inuHt  iiiiporiaut  object  i«  the  vimlication  of  my  chnr- 
BCtPT.     Thf  lilt  ler,  pt^rhaiiii,  should  hp  pxrJusive  of  all  eWlionoortng  ^ 
TiewA.     Take  both  into  oonaiderAtion.  atid  decide  on  ihn 
aus|iicious  lime  for  its  publictiuou.     Yuii  will  allow  me  to  submit' 
it  to  your  eorrMt  judj^mont. 

When  T  aay  "  its  most  important  nlijiHit  is  tho  vindication  of  my 
cliarocter."  I  do  not  muau  as,  it  respeoU  my  indiridual  self,  but  in 
rCHiiect  to  PTcry  public  ctmii'ttertifion  conneftfil  inVA  lAat  v{Hdi<-ation, 
liOl  exriuelinff,  howt^ver,  tho  iiniiK-iUiUt!  iutereetd  of  ti\y /rtmily  mai 
frivuiis  \a  having  the  fuinifi'*  of  lliat  cliaraclcr  RLaintiiini^l.  Is 
not  of  some  impornmcc  to  have  the  Icnier  publiKh^l  immixliattdy, 
ou  Bccijuiit  of  thu  |iart  whk-ii  luuuhes  my  i-ulloa^ue?  Fur  I  «ui- 
not  wrilu  one  sylliihlt'  in  ri'^ly  to  thin  to  Mr.  Otis,  until  I  return 
home.  For  iiiyi*elf.  I  declare  to  you  that,  if  all  his  leaniing  — an 
ample  More  —  and  nil  hiJ^  talents  couM  by  one  act  of  Tuliiiou  lie 
transferred  to  me,  attd  I  mtisi  take  with  tbcm  the  single  sentiment 
he  utterud  on  llict  pjissinj^  of  thn  firt^t  emhurf^u  law,  all  iroiild  in  my 
MUmalioiJ  K'  lii^hter  tlmri  a  fenlher.  That  dvjjrudiug  sc-niimeot 
would  haum  me  like  a  gliiwt.,  and  never  let  me  reat.  I  cImmdIiI  lie 
ashamed  to  meet  dm  face  of  any  man  who  kuew  me.  The  puUi- 
cation  of  thai  sentiineut  sKoidd  refute  every  thing  in  bis  letter 
which  depends  on  ojiinlun  aud  compunction,  —  ercry  thiog  short  of 
iaooutrovfrtihle  facta.' 

T  onrloitp  a  ropy  of  Sullivan's,  of  ^farch  18th- 

I  am,  my  denr  air, 

Vour  greatly  oi^Eige^l  friend,  T.  PiCKKRtxO. 

1  Th«  pf^nlinii?nt  here  rvfvnvf!  tn  wm  rnntained  In  Mr-  Adams's  spevck^ 
nn  llie  Hrat  embarga  lavr :   "  I  witul*!  tiut  di^Ulterate,  1  would  act."  Ac-     Se« 
p.  IJo. 
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Cabot  to  Egbert  Benson. 

BosTOX.Aug.  2,  1808. 
Mr  DEAR  Sir,  —  It  is  proposed  to  get  up  a  book  to  commemo- 
rate the  worth  of  our  excellent  friend,  Ames.  It  will  be  a  single 
volume,  and  it  will  be  grateful  to  his  friends  to  see  a  large  sub- 
scription of  the  wise  and  good.  We  are  not  willing  that  any  thing 
like  solicitation  should  be  used,  yet  it  may  be  proper  for  you  and 
Mr.  Woleott  to  suggest  to  a  few  opulent  friends  the  expediency  of 
taking  a  couple  of  copies  each.  A  number  of  gentlemen  here  have 
taken  two  and  three,  and  a  few  have  taken  five.  Will  you  say  to 
Wr.  Wolcott  what  I  have  written,  and,  q^er  caturing  him  of  all 
my  regard,  accept  the  remainder  yourself  ? 

Yours  truly,  G.  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  Pickering. 

BosTox,  Aug.  10, 1808. 
Mt  dear  Sir,  —  I  have  seen  Mr.  Barton's  letter,'  addressed  to 
you.  There  is  a  correspondence  between  some  gentlemen  here 
and  others  at  Philadelphia  on  the  subject  of  it;  and  on  Monday 
next  a  conference  will  be  held  at  New  York  by  gentlemen  from 
various  quarters,  with  a  view  to  examine  the  means  and  decide  the 
manner  of  applying  them  to  the  great  question  of  the  Presidency. 
The  gentlemen  from  this  place  are  Mr.  Otis,  Mr.  Gore,  and  Mr. 
Lloyd.  To  the  first  I  have  shown  Mr.  Barton's  letter,  but  X 
believe  that  all  he  writes  is  also  known  from  others. 

Yours  truly  always,  G.  C. 

Cabot  to  Pickering. 

Oct.  6,  1808. 

Mt  dear  Sir,  —  I  enclose  a  list  of  the  vessels  which  have  been 
"  permitted  "  to  sail  from  this  port  since  the  embargo  laws  passed. 
I  have  not  heard  that  any  of  them  were  captured,  though  it  is 
possible  that  some  one  or  two  may  have  been ;  and  my  inquiry, 
which   is   very  limited,  may   not  have   ascertained   it.     You  will 

'  This  letter  is  preserved  among  the  Pickering  MS8.  in  the  possession  of 
the  Massachuaetts  Historical  Society.  It  sets  forth  a  plan  for  forming  a 
junction  with  Clintonians  against  Madison,  which  was  to  be  proposed  at  a 
toeetiDg  of  Federalists  about  to  be  held  In  Pennsylvania. 
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dnuhilcss  1m!  lold  (list  five  out  of  six  which  Knilt><l  for  Fratio'  frmn 
Komo  of  our  («n-tjt  haw  lK"»*n  r,i]iiiiiv(I  ami  cuniifninwl,  though  iu 
hftllnst.  It  dhoiili:!  Ih!  r^^-ol lifted,  however,  they  vrere  nhtiflsioiui  to 
Iho  ortlpre  uf  council  by  iittempting  to  enter  the  (irobihiied  cohd- 
trk-«  niter  nolice.  and  no  mnn  ftU()i>oae<l  tmsoIs  ^>ih^  16  ftuoli  coun- 
tries would  not  he  liuhle.  Tlie  EiigliKh  huv«  ctioo«R  to  lake  the 
tfx  taHom't  for  n  jintification  of  those  onlers ;  btit,  iit  fact,  the 
ports  iiil<>nlifn«l  wpto  in  general  so  cIoboIt  and  i-onatantly  invfsti--<i 
by  a  naval  (onx  as  lo  give  ihoui  all  ihf  ri|;hta  uf  ii  bluckmh-,  iiitd 
tile  CRiHiiw"  tif  livp  in  «ix  of  ihn*  vi**.**-!!*  provi's  it.  Thf  (J^niamlti  i>f 
undem-riters  rr>r  iiiHnrnniM!  nguin^t  UnttKli  capture  would  show  bow 
effL-cltia]  ihfir  1>1(H-kuili.'s  sir«  known  [o  )jr  l»y  mt-u  who  nrc  the  bc«t 
judges.  Yniir  i*iHct-r«  mid  faithful  friend,  G.  Cabot. 

Sinre  the  within  writiTi^.  I  have  seen  from  neveral  quarten 
{(■tters  expne^-oing  npprahcn^iutiB  that  a  disuulon  of  tbu  Stuttfs  is-i 
tni-<litdt4>d  by  the  I-Vvltrulisli^.  Some  I'\-dtrati*L«  have  bccu  m&do 
to  beli&VG  there  was  foiinduCinn  for  lhe»e  insinuations,  and  tiie 
Dpmof^niln  at  the  Soutliward  are  usiue  this  story  t«  d<^t<^r  nifn 
from  ai:tiiip  wltli  tbu  FodiTulisla.  1  think.  lluTL-rort\  it  will  be 
well  to  p:i»f<  Hociif  vt^ry  decided  reMiluiioti  on  (he  itujiortaiic'e  of 
maintaining  the  Unioti  inviohitt!  under  every  Iriiil,  See, 


Cabot  to  PicxERrso. 

Boncw.KoT.  11.IS08. 

Mt  dkab  Sir,  —  On  the  other  oitle,  you  will  find  a  memo- ^ 
nuidum  '  of  ihf  slat^  of  our  maritiiai:?  insiiranrc  at  three  principal 
oUiees.  It  may  not  hf  arcunite  in  every  titlit  particulart  but  \» 
Buffldenlly  8o  for  all  purgxises  of  f^neml  reaitoiJng.  Tim  result 
you  will  lind  In  l»e  |ierfeclly  coinrldent  with  the  iiiea*  of  the  Keder* 
aliHls.  It  ftpi^^ars  tfial  the  iicinal  losites  are  so  Hmall,  that,  if  liie 
u  u  dele  nut  ne<t  rinkif  iftue  in  tlifi  »)inie  ratio  of  loss  as  tliosu  which 
have  ended,  tbe  prcifit,  of  thft  insurers  will  be  very  handsome. 

But  what  avails  it  dial  our  opinions  are  oorrect,  and  llioee  xtS\ 
cuir   opponents   absurd?     Will    ihey    .^dupt   cur»  ?     I    ibink    not, 
"With  ibc  folly,  prejudice,  and  vii-e  of  the  coiuilry  on  their  wdc, 
they  cuu  do  infinite  miiwliief,  and  entuil  u|>on  us  imnuediable  evila, 
and  I  belierc  thoy  will.  Tours  truly  always. 

Gboii«b  Cabot. 

>  Noir  hy  Mr  Oi-taviiii    ritki-'rlnK-     |Tlie  fullowlny  (acts  are  given  to] 
T.  P.'»  *pecch  of  Nov.  30,  IKU7.  — O.  I'.| 
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Cabot   to   Picesrino. 

Nov.  23,  1606. 

Mr  DEAH  SrR. —  After  seeing  Mr.  Caonlng'B  mAatcrly  letter* 
T  An  not  woiuter  at  lh»  mge  of  llie  (rietitbi  of  our  wliainUtratloD. 
Tbt^r  wbu  aru  ilUijractNl  miuc  fe**!  i'eH«titt[i^nt.  Notliiii;;  tinx  cunrti- 
flfil  me  ny  tnitfh  in  all  mir  political  tlHriiHAiitiu'i  n.i  tn  Kce  the  facility 
with  which  goni]  men  have  ticf'n  ihipe<l  no  as  \n  U-ml  tlivir  aid  lo 
their  kIe«troyers.  Too  many  uf  our  im^rcliuiita  hare  tJiuuclit]t^«ly 
cnantenanwwl  opinion-i  aiid  nM-asMrrs  which  are  wrong,  and  thus 
Iiavi;  Rnabk-d  ihc  govt-nimfot  lo  piiri>uv  a  sysli-m  wliitrli.  vrillioul 
Biich  aid.  llwy  miutt  have  nliaiKloitii].  Tt  u,  however.  M>ine  luilj-)' 
faetion  to  nlt^en'e  the  nmelioratinn  of  piiblii?  n)»itiion  horp.  Il  in  a 
fact  that  ihe  declnrnlion  of  our  L^ginlature  agaiiHl  the  President's 
eonlinuliifi;  liia  prodamation  was  supp^irled  ljy  more  ftettrtt  than 
voiea;  aiid  I  cliurish  the  li«Iief  thm  New  Kii^'lfind  will  KU-adily 

»OppOM  as  onjuit  auii  uitli«c««HHry  u  war  witli  Great  Hritaiii. 
Yours  faithfiilly,  G.  C 

K  Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

"  BosTos,  XoT.  27,  IW8. 

Mt  deak  Sir, —  Mr.  Olney  infonna  tne  of  the  safe  orriral  of 
the  cugraviiig*,  and  promises  to  neiid  them  forwnnl  hy  a  miilablo 
conveyance^.  I  nwe  yon  an  ackiif>wl(?dgnn>nt  of  two  Ictterx  con- 
cerning your  carfl  of  thn  bnsiuess,*  und  muat  IrouMn  yon  MJlI 
fiirlher  wlieu  the  m-xt  parceU  wime  Ut  New  York.  In  nil  thin, 
howc*-er.  Ihtow/tiU  trrU  that  I  "[ive  you  plerwiipe. 

■  Am  yuii  well  I'ememhcr  the  course  of  my  opinions  on  the  dei^tiny 
uf  tmr  country,  you  will  not  Ite  surpriHe))  to  leiirn  from  lue  ouw 
that  I  ronaider  the  gnvemment  nf  viw  and  folly  a.i  infrilnhle  until 
Ihe  evils  tbey  hring  sliall,  by  Iheir  e.\cess,  DeceB.''nrily  briug  reme- 
die*.  But,  however  all  Iheso  tljinga  may  be,  believe  mu  always 
with  unfoigueil  ufVeeiion  and  <¥teem.    .  , 

Your  frieud,  and  obliged         Gzoror  Caiiot. 

'  Za  wpty  to  Pinkiwy't  proitMhiK  a  rc|»eal  of  the  ordvn  in  euiincU  on 
condition  nf  ihr  ri'iival  of  the  eniliAi^gn,  *ee  IlJUiivili,  VI.  IKM<2;  nlag 
Waili-'B  Sime  I'ltpcra.  VI.  288, 

'  The  publication  o/  Anicc'i  Worlw. 
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PiCKKRiNO  TO  Cabot. 

WAIKIXOTWr,  Dk.  1.  ISVW. 

Mt  pear  Sib,  —  I  have  reooivecl  your  letter  of  the  2-3d  itlt. 
Tl)e  ailininiBtratioii  ami  their  fri(;ii(t<i  itre  itidnod  cimis:^!  al  ihe 
mnrtityiii;;  HituiiUoii  in  vrliicU  Mr.  Ciiiiiiin»'H  IciU'i"  liiu  plnrtil  thom. 
Anderson,'  of  the  HctiaLc  (wliuse  person.  I  believu,  you  must  re- 
metnlter),  in  a  jieliilant  bill  ully  speech  he  made  tit  mr  t»-<liir,  hud 
ihe  folly  to  say,  mnoiij  other  ihiiigs,  Oiai  {  aiiniiii;  wna  aciiit^  ihe 
|)«rt  of  Gt.'iiel.  .iml  l^l;lt  he  believcil  lus  letter  wa»  inlendti^l  to  be 
nn  a|i)>i>A]  frnm  imr  grtrcniment  (o  \hf.  |»eople!  U  I  had  not  an- 
swered his  rcinnrkii  instttnter.  I  liiiuuUl  iiut  Imve  infrin{!itl  ihe  Kacrcd 
niK",  "Let  nol  llie  sun  (jo  tlown  upon  tliy  wrarh,"  liU  iitstguiB* 
canoe  sereenirig  Itim  from  one's  inrlrtfnntioH,  tlioiigh  ht  Is  not 
below  ci>ntfi/ipt ;  so  1  ihoiight  »  few  f^ntle  Btri|)es  nilo^hi  not  Im 
mi«iL[>{iliKd.  On  Catiniiig'ii  letter.  I  hud  oidy  to  abier^-e  tliat  it 
waH  not,  nor  ever  wonid  Ik»,  ptddishe^l  hy  him.  It  was  presented 
to  tbu  Auiericnn  people  by  their  own  jjiovenimcnU 

The  snfiponcrt  of  the  BrlmiidMrfttion  nre  siok  of  the  embarga,1 
bill  the  ground  tjiken  cannot  at  onee  be  relinquished.     An  instant 
repeal  wonid  wound  their  pride;  hut,  ennseimis  of  iheir  own  hnoo" j 
nos-i.  their  pride  would  ^ivc  way.  if  thoir  fidse  character  for  Mjt 
rior  wuiiltim  and  pau-iutism  wuuld  mic  fall  with  U. 

Itiit  lb>'3'  o:iiinot  !«ave  theiii^LOveK  from  penlilion.  Oo«  cotmer ' 
Che  cnrtnin  which  e/jncealcd  the  insinocriiy,  the  dnplieity,  the  fall 
hood  of  the  executive,  has  been  lifted  up.  Ic  will  In:  raisFd  still'' 
higher,  and  all  their  deformity  lie  ex[MMed.  'fliey  mii«t  sink. 
Their  purtiminH  will  make  every  jKissJble  effort  to  support  them, 
koiuwin;^  tliat  iJiey  full  with  their  two  leaders.  JUudison  mu»t 
uece-^uirily  lie  privy  to  nl)  the  impostures  pmetised  by  the  Preci- 
dent ;  and.  piiruiking  in  the  fmiid,  he  must  pnrtieipiue  in  its  punijih- 
lui'iit.  TliH  deteclioji  coiueti  too  lale  to  defeat  hii>  <-b-clion.  Bnt 
aanun'tdty  the  eorrectc^d  publie  Miniiment  will  contnd  bio  meAAuro; 
and  hi)  may  even  ilt'rive  »oine  imtdit  for  adminiaturing  the  govern* 
mvul  prihperly,  though  itgainst  bis  will, 

Mr.  Gile«  is  to  make  a  speech  to-morrow  on  tlio  reaohition  for 
repeating  the  embargo,  after  which,  perhnjw.  the  questkm  nuijr 
be  taken  ;  and  thouj^h  he  liimaclf  ii  staggered,  and  oihera  trembly 

'  Juacpb  Andenon,  leiiatur  from  TctmeMrc. 
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they  will  doubtless,  at  this  time,  reject  it.  Perhaps  this  may  be 
requisite,  more  effectually  to  dissolve  the  spell  which  has  distracted 
the  public  mind. 

Faithfully  and  affectionately  yours,  T.  P. 

The  followers  of  Jefferson  are  sufficiently  angry  with  me,  and 
yet  (though  not  aware  of  it)  pay  me  no  small  compliment.  At 
the  head  of  all  the  publications  on  this  side  of  the  water,  which 
induced  the  British  government  not  to  revoke  the  orders  of  council, 
Anderson  placed  my  letter  to  Sullivan.  And  a  member  of  the 
House,  of  vastly  more  consequence  than  Anderson,  —  Burwell, '  — 
told  Quincy,  just  at  the  opening  of  the  s^sion,  that  but  for  my  let- 
ter the  orders  would  have  been  revoked !  Really,  these  gentlemen 
go  far  beyond  you,  and  in  effect  call  in  question  your  penetration. 
You  saw  only  that  I  had  done  you  the  honor  of  making  you  one 
of  Governor  Sullivan's  councillors :  they  have  discovered  that  I 
direct  the  councils  of  the  British  Empire  1 

I  am,  &c,  T.  P. 

Cabot  to  Pickerino. 

BoBTOir,  Dec.  15, 1808. 
Mr  DEAR  Sib,  — .  ...  It  is  plain  to  me  that  the  governing 
party,  after  ten  years'  perseverance  in  vindicating  the  abominable 
conduct  of  France  and  criminating  the  venial  conduct  of  England, 
are  compelled  to  abandon  the  defence  of  the  former.  But,  in  doing 
this,  they  seize  the  advantage  offered  by  the  corntpt  state  of  public 
opinion,  of  placing  those  two  nations  on  the  same  ground  as  ag- 
gressors. This  opinion,  while  it  shall  continue,  must  blast  every 
effort  that  can  be  used  toward  the  establishment  of  a  just  policy. 
I  know  the  tide  of  prejudice  is  overwhelming  you  in  Congress,  and 
therefore  you  can  do  but  little  for  the  safety  of  the  nation ;  yet 
that  little  is  precious.  I  have  no  desire  to  see  any  of  my  friends 
there  attempt  to  display  those  great  truths  which  are  indispensable 
for  the  people  to  know  until  the  people  are  better  prepared  to 
receive  them ;  but  the  newspapers  may  be  used  with  great  effect 
until  you  stop  them  bt/  law,  Au  examination  of  the  despatches 
appears  in  the  "  Centinel,"  and  is  reprinted  in  the  "  Repertory," 
which  I  think  will  lay  open  fairly  the  scandalous  duplicity  of  our 

1  William  A.  Burwell,  member  from  Virginia  from  1806-21. 
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gDTerntnfnt  (lo  use  no  wonift  tirtnti),  liy  which  we  are  nubjwrl  lo 
eTilii,  whi<-]i,  if  iviiUtiiiibd,  will  biirNi  Uiu  hiimlu  nf  Kocit-tv,  uiilfAs, 
indii'il.  Mr,  Uiilhitin  irifiiiiii  to  get  rid  of  the  uitilisr^^o  by  ^honing 
the  (titBi*uIiy  of  mruntAJning  \t.  I  shmiM  infer  from  hU  lotur,  ttnd 
the  general  CHiurtii!  of  our  int«rnal  utFiiin),  it  wa.i  intended  seriously 
lo  aronsf'  tlif^  rlominnrrt  jiarty  agxinHt  the  minority;,  and  tUun  to 
oninh  tltt^m  ok  n  politiml  party,  under  the  pr<^u>nre  nf  rxecnting 
Ihe  law.  My  present  purpose  of  writing,  however,  is  uot  lo  spocn- 
laCe  oil  the  dangi'rous  views  of  Ihe  adiiiini«tratiou,  but  to  R»k  of 
you  to  pt-ad  "tho  Annlysis."  *  and,  if  yon  think  it  useful,  to  procora 
it*  rcjpublictttiuu  iu  suitable  phicit^.  You  will  &aid  tho  work  nor 
And  more  intereelJag  as  it  advanKH. 

Your*  truly  always.  G.  C 

Dkc.  15,1808.    P.M. 
I  had  written  the  enclnscd  at  the  councjl  chamlier,  but  waa 
Iftte  for  th^  mail  this  morning.     Siiiiy  my  It^tier,  I  have  r^cciredl 
your  rxcei-i.est  speech.'     On  th«  topics  it  trwit*,  yim  have  taken 
precisely  the  couree  I  wislied.     Your  modtMly  nuiy  prevent  you 
fi-otn  doing  with  it  all  the  goud  of  which  it  i«  tntpuble.  hut  sure  I, 
am  you  ought  to  transmit  to  Rcnsibia  gooti  mm  io  various  qnarlors^ 
a  uopy.     Hen:,  we  sIjaII  give  it  circultitiun  iu  tho  ufws{Mi|K-r  or 
A  pnniphlol.     I  »ay,  then,  of  you  and   Lloyd  and  IlillhouAu,  you 
deserve  well  of  your  country.     So  fare  you  well.  G.  C. 

Cabot  to  PicKERncc. 

BosTo:i,  Dec.  19,  leoft 
Mt  DKAE  StR,  — .  .  .  .  T  was  rejoiced  to  see  your  oolleague'i* 
observation   on   llie  futilr  argumtint  so  ofiPii  urged  altont  Atarvin^j 
Kiigland  by  our  withholding  BUpplie«  of  grain,  when    she   bicwi 
into  beer  more  than  we  crer  sell  to  htr,  and  almoK  a»  mueh  as  we 
oiQ  spare  (o  tlie  whole  world.     This  truth  distplaces  a  ilnngemua 
error,  from  which  we  bftve  Buffered  much.    I  only  regret  that  it  is' 
not  poRiihle  to  di.ipel  othf^r  errnra  mill  more  danjjftrou.'*.     1  n'^re* 
that  so  many  cauHcs  have  concnrred  to  etttahltsh  opinionn  in  our 
country  which  I  think  ahtohttely  foist-,  and  which,  while  they  prevail, 

'  By  Jill  in  Lowtll. 

*  On  ilic  cniharp),  diilivered  NorcnibcT  30  and  I>cccnibcr  1. 

■  Ur.  Uoyd. 
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are  insuperable  obstacles  to  a  jast  and  wise  national  policy.  Even 
good  men  seem  to  think  it  a  great  point  gained  that  the  frioiids  of 
the  administration  place  the  conduct  of  the  two  belligerents  towards 
U3  on  the  same  ground  of  injustice.  Now,  if  it  be  true  that,  with 
few  exceptions  and  those  always  fairly  healed,  Great  Britain  has 
habittially  treated  as  with  due  respect,  and  that  France  has  gen- 
erally, and  especially  the  last  ten  years,  violated  every  obligation 
toward  us.  and  held  us  in  perfect  contempt,  how  can  we  lake  a 
right  position  toward  those  two  powers,  with  the  present  corrupt 
state  of  public  opinion?  We  must  think  more  justly  before  we 
can  act  so ;  and,  if  we  are  incapable  of  this,  we  must  suffer,  and 
shall  suffer  bitterly. 

Yours  truly  always,  G.  C. 


Cabot  to  Wolcott. 

Boston,  Dec.  28,  1808. 

Mt  DEAR  Sir,  —  I  perceive  with  you  that,  bad  as  the  times 
are,  they  are  to  become  worse.  I  add  with  the  most  painful 
regret  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  evils  which  we  suffer,  and  those 
which  we  justly  fear,  are  the  natural  offspring  of  our  vices,  vanity, 
and  folly  as  a  people.  I  cannot  admit  that  we  have  an  election 
between  the  two  great  belligerents  which  we  shall  treat  aa  an 
enemy.  God  forbid  it!  But  I  pray  you  not  to  imagine  that, 
because  I  entertain  these  sentiments  and  think  them  defensible 
against  the  general  opinion  of  the  country,  I  indulge  any  expecta- 
tions of  seeing  them  prevail.  I  have  no  such  hope.  My  mind  has 
for  many  years  been  completely  settled  that  the  fate  of  our  coun- 
try is  inevitable,  and  all  that  good  men  can  possibly  do  is  only  to 
mitigate  in  some  degree  or  defer  calamities  which  no  human  virtue 
and  skill  can  avert.  I  am  indeed  mortified  that  my  friends  some- 
times compel  me  to  take  a  nomincU  part  in  public  agency,  but  1 
weakly  yield  to  personal  solicitation  what  I  should  deny  to  other 
motives.  Forgive  me,  if  these  intimations  of  my  political  despond- 
ency disgust  you,  assured  that  I  am  always  sincerely, 

With  high  esteem  and  regard,  your  friend  and  servant, 

George  Cabot. 
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PicKERrao  TO  Cabot. 

CiTT  or  W*»iiixoTfHf.  Jad.  II.  18(W. 
Dear  Sfr.  — Ye^lonUy  I  receiviMl  in  ii  piiniphlet  tlip  aMp  jinalv- 
sh  (i(  Uic  lutv  (rom^spotuluna;  butircen  our  adiuim^ii'Htigii  and  Great 
Rritnin  and  Franco.  Some  ot  iu  numbcm  I  had  not  ticfore  iif*n. 
Tliej- now  a|)|>eAr  with  a  profaeo.  in  which  U  this  pasMgo r  "The 
fiubtic  Riiii<l.  cx<:iu.'(l  ill  thv  hijflieiii  dei;rcu  )>y  real  difitrcss  and 
more  r[r<>iiilfii1  prriijK'cl)*.  hn*  smisjlil  in  ttr.oiidtiry  caa^^M  the  "rtiirco 
iif  our  [iiihlitr  cnla[niti(!i<.  Tlie  RrreMaiioii  of  our  rmntni?r«?,  Uie 
k>tal  HtitLihilnliuii  uf  «xlernal  as  well  as  iiitomxl  tnitle,  an*  eff'ttlSy 
not  caiifts.  Th<*y  ore  the  instnimciiU  cmploy'^'l  Xa  swinrgo  and 
afilift  Wi.  But  ihti  Muen-l  mid  hidilt-u  «iuses  ot  the  iiilticLiuu  of  ihin 
jnitiixtiiittrTit  .ire  to  Iw  Hoii^ht  elsewhere-  Rtmai-t  our  commercial 
mfrainU  and  ONr  m'U  are  nal  curf<{ :  our  malfuig  wUl  ohIi/  btvitme 
lli€  more  unvterate.  Measures  vriU  succeed  so  much  more  dinutmuA 
a»  to  mfike  us  look  hack  lo  our  presmt  siifferingt  and  to  /itiil  (iein  as 
iirsifini/s"  I  undcrsuiud  the  writer  M  iiicun  tkat  a  remorfM  of  the 
em^irtjo  leill  inrofv«  us  in  a  irur  tviiJi  Ortat  iiritain.  Thi«  is  Um 
prprTfie  srniimpnt  which  niir  admlnititration  wish  to  have  impreMed 
on  lh<'  iniiiilt  (if  the  people  of  the  Uiutt^  Suic3.  Ij^x  Uiia  imprw> 
niitii  hw  maile.  ami  the  einl,i.iri{<^  will  Vie  in  effect  ivliat  it  in  in  form, 
— periiianeHt.  N*ow.  my  dear  sir.  be  iwsiired  that  tlii*  aliemaUTe, 
jui  iHtliJiNUe  eonlinututcc  uf  ihe  embargo  or  v^r  with  Grntt  Brit- 
nut,  \k  a  pernif-imiH  emtr.  At  »  (ti^>t»n(~e  from  tho  MAC  of  ff>t' 
ernnH-iiu  it)ile<>d.  ili^  mndiicc  of  thenilitiiniHtj-nltnn.  the  war  speeebu 
of  its  devoted  adherents,  nnil  the  irritations  intended  to  be  exciteU 
I»y  thf  ncw«iKipi>r*i,  alike  devoted,  ceruunly  tend  to  produce  siicli  an 
imprcstiioii.  lint  T  hpg  ynii  to  he  pprsimded  thnt.  wbaUver  mair 
Ite  the  faith  of  the  musa  of  iheKs  devotees  who  are  not  let  into  lh« 
*i?(?rt'ls  of  the  cahinct,  the  adniinixtralioH  triii  not  mnke  war  on 
Great  Jiritain.  The  Lbreat«nliig  language  dully  heard  is  not  bb- 
li[|»i(t  «-ven  to  l.ha  rank  ai  gnsronmie  or  hui/jfiutf,  Ixri'-iiiM?  th«  adtulD- 
istrniion  know  full  well  ihnt  nil  Mi<-h  ^srnnaHR  and  linlUHng  have 
Iwea  and  will  Iki  viiiwed  hy  tlrpiit  Britain  with  uller  rnnteinpt. 
IJnl  such  lMnyu!ijje  is  well  enouji^h  adapted  to  impose  on  the  citizens 
a/the  United  States,  btf  terri/i/ing  them  with  the  erits  o/a  var  teitk 
Oreat  Britnin,  tv  induce  them  qutetltf  and  patienlfy  to  submit  to  ths 
ei-ils  of  the  eiiilvtrgo.  Yon  maywiy  (:ind  I  know  not  how  ton>ntnklk't 
you)  that  old   pn-judtctw  anil   atlarhRiente  to    Francis  —  wtudi. 
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through  all  aflfected'  disguises,  are  still  visible  io  those  who  have 
brought  us  into  our  present  disastrous  situation, — and  their  never- 
dying  hatred  of  England,  prompt  them  to  such  a  war.  But,  while  the 
people  of  the  United  States  would  manfully  encounter  every  evil 
incident  to  a  necessary  war,  the  administration  are  not  satisfied  that 
the  same  people,  even  duped  as  they  long  have  been  by  a  thousand 
artifices,  will  be  persuaded  that  war  with  Great  Britain  is  at  this 
time  unavoidable.  The  administration  surely  make  some  calcula- 
tiou  of  the  expenses  of  such  a  war,  and  know  that  it  could  not  be 
carried  on  without  new  taxes,  which  would  hazard  or  render  cer- 
tain their  own  overthrow,  and  make  way  for  successors  of  a  differ- 
ent character.  They  know  that,  in  the  actual  state  of  the  world, 
our  commerce  during  a  war  with  Great  Britain  would  be  compar- 
atively trilling,  and  the  ordinary  revenues  not  equal  to  the  present 
necessary  expenses  of  government;  and  they  know  that,  without 
adequate  funds  pleilged  for  the  regular  payment  of  the  interest  and 
the  eventual  discharge  of  the  principal  of  new  debts  to  the  vast 
amount  which  must  be  incurred  to  maintain  a  war  with  Great 
Britain,  money  could  not  be  borrowed.  They  know,  or  ought  to 
know,  that  the  conquest  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  would  cost 
more  than  they  would  be  worth,  and  that  the  conquest  of  the 
latter  would  be  impracticable  without  a  naval  force  far  surpassing 
that  we  now  possess.  They  know  that  these  conquests,  if  effected 
by  the  expenditure  of  many  millions  of  dollars,  and  at  the  expense 
of  many  thousand  lives*  of  valuable  citizens,  could  not  be  maintained 
without  a  vast  annual  expense  to  support  the  armies  which  must 
be  stationed  in  those  regions  for  their  defence.  Finally,  they 
know  —  and  rely  upon  it,  my  dear  sir,  that,  if  they  think  at  all,  they 
deeply  ponder  this  —  that,  if  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  were  added 
to  the  United  States,  they  would  add  just  so  much  to  the  jKipula- 
tion  and  strength  of  the  northern  section  of  the  Union,  the  power 
of  which,  of  all  things,  our  present  rulers  would  endeavor  to  prevent. 
Make  what  use  you  think  proper  of  this  letter.  This  is  not  a 
time  to  shrink  from  any  responsibility  in  which  the  public  safety  is 
involved. 

I  am,  &C.,  T.  P. 
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Cabot  to  Pickkbino. 

Jut.  16, 1800. 
TXt  draw  Sin, — Tour  favor  nf  the  Ilth  19  iTiis  moment  rfl- 
oeivwl.  I  presuuM-  ynii  know  cliat  Mr.  Lowell  U  the  wriu-r  of  tho 
"  AtitilvHi«,"  a<i  n'l'tl  &n  of  muny  oi1i«-r  vxrcl li-ikt  publiouiioii^  here. 
We  do  not,  however,  liiKt-r  fnini  you  timk'ri&lly  in  ihe  Tifve  you 
I«ke  of  the  policy  of  tlio  udmmislrutioD.  It  Is  iiot  believed  by  os 
itiot  ihfy  infrtid  11  n-nr  with  Great  ItritKin.  l»iit  lh»L  hy  motmciiiji 
an  nilh  llmt  i'al:nijiiy.  llifV  RXpwt  to  terrify  us  into  actiuifswiiCH 
with  their  oppreiwive  erohurgo  atnl  ita  concomitiints.  We  d«i  he- 
lievc,  huwr-V).>r.  that  the  gidniiriiittraiiun  have  ouly  to  elect  heiween 
their  UH'ii  <li»yritne  or  the  niiii  of  iheir  countrj'.  They  would  ilread 
ihr-  )V>UN<'ipi<>n'-e«  of  i*  llriti.li  w:ir.  whirli  row  hare  df*«rribcd.  and 
thi-Tf-'fiirn  thr'V  do  not  rntitemplate  derlnring  it ;  hut  they  havn  taki^u 
ft  counsv  wliifb  lutwls  to  it,  if  they  persist.  They  kuow  |H«  emharso 
will  not.  he  Iwnie  much  longer,  and  they  mu»l  be  prepared  with  a 
&u1>siiii]ii-  of  a  rhanicler  coincident  with  tlu'ir  gnnerul  folicy.  "Hiia 
priliL-y  rf<^ui^(^'i  n  non-iiileriMtirMe,  with  fuch  pra^Hsiou:)  ac.  in  cfTiyi. 
will  hu  huMiiUr.  unjujit{fiuli/t/  hottih.  to  tlreat  Britain,  atid  the  teiU 
nteetgariiy  nialiale.  Tliv  prHK<>ut  obnoxious  meuQre  l>«ng  re- 
inovm).  the  nomiiinl  relief  u'onirl  he  jvipuhir;  «tid  yet  we  should  in 
fact  have  no  tmde,  and  t^houhl  only  Iw  p[>rniilte<l  to  go  D|mn  tlie 
oi-esn  Ui  provoke  Uriti«h  captured,  which  our  liiwjt  will  justify  her 
in  milking,  hut  which  will  be  universally  odious  in  our  country, 
Wlieiher  this  would  he  calk'd  war  or  not,  ii«  pemiciou.'s  effect*  on 
us  would  Iw  ihrr  Bame,  Our  pftvemmetit  ouijht  to  raise  the  em- 
t»irgt>.  and  leuvt-  cninmerrp  free ;  hut  this  they  know  would  offend 
France,  and  therefore  they  refuse  to  do  iU  For  the  ^lame  reaoon. 
titey  will  adopt  no  mlwlitute  for  the  embargo  that  i»  not  ao  (avor- 
uhle  In  the  wishes  of  Fmiice  as  the  emlinrgo  itself]  and  there  are 
•o  many  foitli'^h  ex|>edietits,  that  woohl  he  popular  and  yet  ruinous, 
llmt  we  do  iriily  fear  some  of  iheni  will  he  adopted.  Soch  iti  the 
explanation  of  the  seiitimetit  in  tlie  "  Analym." 

With  my  best  reffards  and  pe*ipeet«  to  your  eolleajjite  ^  and  to  tlic 
"  Old  Suchi'iu  " '  of  the  Conaecticnt  tri])e,  I  rernitiii  alwaj-s 

Your  faithful  6.  C. 


■  Jaidc*  Lloyd,  the  Bucccuor  of  J.  Q.  AdiOM. 
'  Jaini'B  Hilltiuiuc 
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Cabot  to  Pickebing. 

Jam.  10,1809. 
Mt  dear  Sir,  —  In  a  short  letter  yesterday,  I  explained  in 
some  degree  the  apparent  difference  between  our  friends  at  Wash- 
ington and  ourselves  here.  We  think  precisely  alike  of  the  policy 
of  the  goTernment,  their  views,  intentions,  and  tricks ;  hut  we  think 
a  little  differently  of  the  consequences  that  may  be  produced.  We 
have  therefore  thought  it  wise  to  alarm  our  people  here  with  a 
just  dread  of  those  consequences,  which  are  too  likely  to  be  realized. 
We  believe  it  has  been  useful  to  direct  the  public  attention  to  the 
danger  of  a  British  war,  that  they  may  the  more  strongly  and 
steadily  resist  every  substitute  for  the  embargo  which  shall  be  cal- 
culated to  involve  us  in  such  a  war.  We  think,  too,  these  discus- 
sions operate  favorably  on  all  the  best  part  of  our  community,  by 
compelling  them  to  see  that  we  have  no  cause  of  war  with  that 
nation,  and  that,  in  fact,  the  want  of  any  color  of  pretext  to  enter 
into  such  a  quarrel  is  now  the  most  embarrassing  circumstance  to 
the  administration.  We  are  sensible,  at  the  same  time,  that  in 
other  sections  of  the  country  our  ideas  give  more  effect  to  the  vUe 
artifices  the  administration  are  practising. 

Yours  faitlifuUy,  G.  C. 


Cabot  to  Pickering. 

BosTOi*,  May  9, 1800. 

Mt  dear  Sir,  —  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  Ist  instant, 
on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Du  Buc's  proposition.  Although  I  have  uo 
authority  to  answer  for  the  town  of  Boston,  and  certainly  none  to 
answer  for  the  State,  yet  I  am  satisfied  that,  in  the  present  posture 
of  our  affairs,  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  of  these  communities 
would  enter  into  a  serious  engagement  for  the  fortification  of  the 
port.  Indeed,  every  one  knows  that  the  national  government  is 
intrusted  with  the  care  of  our  national  defence,  and  to  that  alone 
ought  an  application  to  be  made. 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  my  delay,  when  I  inform  you  that  I 
waited  for  an  opportunity  to  see  a  paper  which  was  laid  before  the 
council  last  June  on  military  affairs,  by  the  late  governor. 

I  am,  with  unfeigned  regard,  always  yours, 

George  Cabot. 


408  UPE  AND   LETTERS  OF  GEOBGE  CABOT.     [1807-14, 


Cabot  to  Fickebikg. 

Haroo  38,  1810. 

Mr  DRAH  Sib.  —  A  packet  l^aRked  by  Mr.  Quiiicy  and  a  letter 
covored  lo  C«lom*l  May  wer«  it^ci-ived  the  day  Iw^fore  ye*Urnl!»y, 
'Xlie  reitsuiiiiij^  ui;  lb*-  mibjoct  uf  Jacksoti's  '  dUmtiutal  U  so  forcible 
uid  puspicuoiui  Uiut  it  ci>uld  not  have  iiiUvii  to  satisfy  honest 
doubts.  Hill  tlio  truth  is,  wu  »tv  piwt  tlio  pt^nuil  oE  Hrguiumit  oo 
ihul  U>pi(!  by  nboiit  three  wet>kn.  Men  will  scarcely  read  a  para* 
grapb  whicb  professes  to  prove  tite  fallacy  or  ftiliKhood  of  Uie  goT- 
crtiinutit'E  prt^ionsioiis  conctriiin^  iTarck^on.  Tbis  point  occupies  m 
much  of  tbe  Ivtivr,  uitd  U  ku  iulvrwuvtru  witli  utbur  purU  uf  it.  tlukt 
1  do  not  be«it«le  to  twe  ttie  iiiitbimty  with  which  I  a.m  v«itv*I  lo 
dt,'|)i)sit,  it  in  niy  biirpau  until  further  order. 

With  ibe  6inoere»t  regard  and  est«em,  I  am  erer  truly  yours, 

GeoKGE  Cabot. 

Cabot  to  Pickeriso. 

Jon  11,  tSIS. 
Mr  DEAR  StR.  —  It  is  Rbsulmely  impoasible  for  me  to  perform 
tint  Ci<t)k  pre.scribed  in  your  letter.  I  have  long  since  expelled  from 
my  mind  as  mucb  as  possible  cvrry  tbougbt  on  the  subject  you 
rvquiru  luc  to  ouuiiider.  I  periMiive  ihcru  is  no  much  weight  tu  tho 
reiuons  you  suggest  for  a  r«peal  of  the  non>iiiteroour9c  la«r  that  it 
may  be  expei.tt'd  to  take  jilaw.  The  replenidbing  die  treasury  by 
the  double  dulieii,  and  the  iiupplic!)!  of  some  indiKpencable  article* 
to  tbe  enemy,  are  slronpiT  motivtfs  for  a  rfjini!  lb«n  any  which 
now  exist  for  Uiu  continuance  of  that  law.  If.  hi>wever,  Llie  Utmble 
duties  are  faithfully  collected  (which  1  doubt),  the  Ka«l«ni  and 
onminorciiil  people  will  \w  mnat  grinroasly  i>pprt»si;d :  for  tbe  oon- 
Humptioii  of  ini]n>rlcd  articlw)  by  thcrse  is  out  of  all  proportion 
greater  than  by  the  cultivators  of  the  Sonth  and  WesL  I  hear 
many  persoos  exprt^^ift  a  ho]>e  that  the  repeal  will  not  be  agreed  to, 
unless  the  double  duticti  are  abolished;  and  others  hope  it  will  be 
resisted  altogether,  because  they  are  not  x^ning  to  raise  money  hy 
.any  means  to  EupjiorL  an  uurighteouB  war.  For  my  own  part,  I 
grow  more  indifferent  to  any  of  thetie  measure*,  believing  fully 
that,  eitice  our  naliun  is  so  wicked  and  nnjuet  as  lo  ent«r  vpaa  thit 

1  Frsaci*  Jamei  jAckaon,  British  niinut«r  at  Washington. 
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war,  if  it  Buffers,  its  Bufferings  wiU  be  salutary.  I,  therefore,  shall 
obey  the  laws  constitutionally  made,  but  shall  conscientiously 
refraia  from  every  voluntary  aid  to  the  war,  in  thought,  word,  and 
deed.  With  sincere  regard  and  the  highest  esteem  and  respect,  I 
am  always 

Your  assured  friend,  George  Cabot. 
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CHAPTER   XI. 


1800-I«t>S. 


N«vr  Epglnnd  Federa1!*m  and  ilie  Uartftiril  CoBventioo. 


I  PROPOSE  in  the  following  chapters  to  give  some  ac- 
count of  the  Hartford  Convention^  of  winch  Mr.  CaI>ot  haJ 
the  houor  to  be  chosen  Pi-esiilent.  Hia  accepUince  of  this 
otiice  was  the  mo»t  iiianientous  HCtiou  of  his  life,  and  I 
shall  tUeieforo  endeavor  to  deline  with  exactness  the  opin- 
iona  and  hitentionfi  which  led  him  to  take  this  nt^-p.  To 
do  this  proi>erly,  it  liecomes  necesssiry  not  only  to  relate 
the  history  of  the  Convention  itself,  but  to  trace  the  coureo 
of  political  events  whicli  pixuliiced  such  a  measure.  This, 
if  pcrEormod  with  fulnwas.  would  be  to  write  tlm  hiHtory  of 
New  Knj^land  Feilerallsm  during  the  firat  decade  and  a  half 
of  the  present  centui-j- ;  and  a  biography  offers  neither 
place  nor  oc^casion  for  ao  cxtemiod  a  work.  By  a  careful 
excltwioii  of  rU  irrelevant  matter,  a  brief  sketch  of  New 
Enghuid  Keduralism  and  its  results  may,  I  think,  be  pi-e- 
gented,  and  no  point  eijiwutiiil  to  a  correct  nnderstanding  of 
the  Hiil)jiTt  be  h-ft  iinl<>uehed.  I  shnll  aim  to  show  not  merely 
what  the  FedeniliBtJ!  dirl.  but  also  what  their  opinions  wer« ; 
and,  to  do  this  successfully,  I  shnlt  be  obliged  to  trace,  ai 
concisely  as  possible,  the  general  policy  of  the  administra- 
tion during  this  period. 

Mr.  Hilflreth  and  Dr.  Von  HoUt  have  alone  attempted 
to  treat  the  Hartford  Convention  and  iLb  antecedents  hiit- 
torically :  all  other  writers  on  the  subject  have  been  im- 
btted  with  a  spirit  of  bitter  partisanship.     I  cannot  claim 
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impartiality,  nor  is  it  my  intention  to  o£Fer  ailments  either 
for  or  againat  the  Hartford  Gonyention  and  its  members. 
I  shall  simply  state  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  leave  the 
work  of  deciding  the  merits  of  the  question  to  the  future 
historian.  I  shall  in  this  connection  present  some  facts 
which  are  wholly  new  and  drawn  from  material  never 
before  publislied,  and  these  new  facts  will  of  necessity  be 
interwoven  with  many  already  familiar. 

In  enumerating  the  sources  on  which  we  may  rely  for  evi- 
dence in  regard  to  the  history  of  the  Convention  and  of  the 
New  England  Federalists,  it  is  to  be  much  regretted  that 
we  cannot  count  testimony  of  the  best  and  highest  kind. 
There  is  no  evidence  by  a  disinterested  contemporary. 
Partisan  witnesses  abound,  however;  and  we  are  especially 
fortunate  in  respect  to  the  opinions  of  opponents. 

We  have  in  great  fulness  the  views  of  the  most  extreme 
hostility  as  well  as  those  of  more  temperate  opposition. 
But  we  are  not  compelled  to  trust  to  the  frothy  denunciar 
tions  of  the  Democratic  press  for  a  statement  of  the  case 
against  the  New  England  Federalists.  The  indictment  has 
been  drawn  up  by  one  of  their  former  associates  with  far 
greater  force  and  elaboration  than  any  member  of  the 
Democratic  party  was  capable  of  exhibiting.  In  his  sec- 
ond reply  to  the  thirteen  Boston  gentlemen,  in  1829,  Mr. 
John  Quincy  Adams  has  formulated  an  accusation  against 
the  New  England  Federalists,  pre-eminent  both  in  extent 
and  in  force.*  With  all  the  bitterness  of  confirmed  enmity, 
and  sharpened  by  the  peculiar  animosity  due  to  the  family 
nature  of  the  quarrel,  Mr.  Adams's  fierce  polemic  has  con- 

1  Thii  second  reply,  here  referred  to,  was  never  published.  The  repub- 
lication, in  1828,  nf  the  accusations  made  by  Mr  Adams  in  1808,  itrcw  forth 
from  some  quondam  Boston  Federalist  a  request  for  eriden<;c,  whicli  Mr. 
Adams  in  a  long  answer  declined  to  give.  The  thirteen  demandants  then 
issued  an  appeal  to  the  public.  These  three  documents  were  published. 
Mr.  Ailanis  then  prepared  this  second  reply,  but  did  not  give  it  to  the  world. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Professor  Henry  Adams,  I  have  been  allowed  to 
use  this  raluable  paper. 

i 
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III.  That  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  was,  as  such,  the 
object  and  wish  of  cei"tain  Federalist  leaders. 

IV.  That  these  leaders  were  in  communication  with 
Great  liritain  in  1807-8,  and  subsequently. 

V.  That  these  leaders  were  a  small  band  of  adroit  con- 
spirators, residing  in  Boston,  who  deceived  and  misled  the 
people,  had  no  real  popular  support,  represented  nobody 
but  themselves,  and  sought  only  their  own  advancement 
and  the  gratification  of  their  own  ambition. 

VI.  That  the  Hartford  Convention  was  the  culmination 
of  this  conspiracy,  and  was  intended  as  the  preliminary  step 
to  the  attainment  of  the  object  of  the  conspirators,  a  disso- 
lution of  the  Union. 

VII.  Tliat  the  Hartford  Convention  was  unconstitutional 
and  treasonable,  and  was  the  only  instance  up  to  that  time 
of  State  resistance  to  the  general  government,  and  wholly 
abnormal,  hideous,  and  wicked.^ 

Before  proceeding  with  a  detailed  discussion  of  these 
points,  it  seems  proper  to  say  a  few  words  as  to  the  origin 
and  principles  of  the  Federalist  party,  and  also  to  trace  their 
history  after  their  fall  from  power  in  1801  until  the  first 
scheme  of  separation  in  1804.  The  popular  notion  in  re- 
gard to  Federalism  is  that  to  which  the  name  naturally 
gives  rise.  By  Federalists  are  commonly  understood  those 
men  who  advocated  a  union  of  the  States  and  an  efficient 
Federal  government.  This  conception  is  true,  but  is  at  the 
same  time  so  limited  that  it  may  fairly  be  called  superficial. 
The  name  arose  from  the  first  object  which  the  friends 
of  the  Constitution  strove  to  achieve ;  but  this  object,  the 
more  perfect  union,  and  even  the  Constitution  itself,  were 
but  means  to  ends  of  vastly  more  importance.  The  ends 
which  the  Federalists  sought  formed  the  great  principles 
on  which  the  party  was  founded,  and  it  can  be  justly  said 

1  I  hare  endeavored  to  sum  up  fairly  the  easential  accuaatiom  made  hj 
Mr.  Adams.  I  feel  confldGnt  that  I  hare  not  exaggerated  them,  and  I  trust 
I  have  not  wealcened  them. 


4U 
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that  no  nobirr  or  better  ends  were  ever  striven  for  bv  ntiv 
|»o!itical  party  or  by  any  statesmen.  The  first  and  jjai-a- 
luouiit  object  of  the  FtMk'nilbts  w«8  to  build  up  a  ntitiou 
iind  to  cif iite  a  iiiitioiml  t^tiiit'iiuent.  For  tliiH  they  sought 
n  more  perfect  union.  Their  next  object  was  to  give  the 
nation  they  had  ('iilled  into  existence  not  only  a  govern- 
ment, hnt  a  strong  covoniment.  To  do  this,  they  bad  not 
oiJy  to  devise  a  inoiWl.  to  draw  a  constitution,  to  organize  a 
legislature,  executive,  and  judiciary,  but  they  had  to  equip 
Uie  government  thii»  formed  with  all  those  adjuncts  without 
which  no  government  cun  h>ng  exist  under  the  conditions 
of  moilcm  civilization.  The  Federalists  had  to  providft  for 
the  debt,  devise  a  financial  and  foreign  policy,  organize  an 
ftiTny,  fortify  the  ports,  found  a  navy,  impose  and  collect 
taxes,  and  put  in  operation  an  exteneiive  revenue  &Tstt>m. 
Wo  of  the  Knplish  race — whose  creed  is  that  goveniments 
and  great  politictil  systemB  grow  and  develop  kIowIv,  are 
the  results  of  climate,  soil,  race,  ti'adition,  and  the  exigen- 
cies of  time  and  place,  who  wholly  disavow  the  theory  that 
perfect  governmenta  spring  in  a  night  from  tlie  lit-ated 
bniinsof  Frenchman  nr  Spaniards — can  Itest  appreciate  the 
task  with  which  our  ancestors  grappled.  But  even  we  must 
stand  amazed,  if  we  ]VMm  to  consider  the  social  and  physi- 
cal circumstances  under  which  this  great  experiment  wiis 
made.  Thirteen  distinct  communities,  scattered  along  a 
vast  extent  of  const,  with  no  ties  to  bind  them  but  i-ace, 
language,  and  geographical  isolation,  were  tn  Im  weldeil 
into  a  compact,  hanucnious  nation.  Most  of  these  commu* 
nities  were  dispersed  over  gi%a.t:  territories,  were  agricul- 
tural, and  were  destitute  of  the  commercial  and  moneyetl 
interests  which  demand  so  iien-inptorily  a  linn  and  tttaMe 
go%'cmm('nt.  Moreover,  these  communities  had  always  re- 
alized in  lai^  measure  t!u"  blessings  of  little  or  lui  govern- 
ment. Tliey  were  essentially  self-governing,  and  dej>ended 
•olely  on  their  own  good  sense  to  niaintaio  peace,  onler,  and 
justice.    Against  the  mother  country,  the  colonics  bad  riaeo 
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in  defence  of  the  rights  of  Englishmen ;  and  after  long  years 
of  stru^le,  after  bitter  intestine  broils,  they  had  shaken  o£E 
the  parental  yoke.  The  contest  had  strengthened  the  inde- 
pendence and  self-reliance  of  the  colonists ;  but  it  had  also 
fostered  their  diBtrust  of  all  government,  and  had  rudely 
shaken  even  the  weak  local  fabrics.  What  followed  could 
have  been  readily  foreseen.  The  ill-contrived  central  gov- 
ernment of  the  Confederation  went  rapidly  to  pieces.  With 
no  intrinsic  strength,  it  could  not  resist  the  popular  distrust, 
jealousy,  and  contempt.  Independence  became  turbulence ; 
liberty,  license ;  and  freedom,  anarchy.  A  revulsion  fol- 
lowed, and  the  Constitution  was  the  result.  Amidst  natural 
disadvantages,  increased  a  thousand-fold  by  the  miserable 
years  of  the  Confederation,  Americans  sought  to  build  up  a 
nation.  Upon  a  people  lately  convulsed  by  civil  war,  upon 
a  people  who  had  lost  tlieir  old  political  habits  and  ti'a- 
ditions  without  finding  new  ones  in  their  stead,  it  was  nec- 
essary to  impose  a  government,  and  to  create  a  national 
sentiment.  This  the  Federalists  did,  and  tbey  need  no  other 
eulogy.  With  no  undue  national  pride,  we  can  justly  say 
that  the  adoption  and  support  of  tlie  Constitution  offer  an 
example  of  the  political  genius  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  to 
which  history  cannot  furnish  a  parallel. 

The  political  party  to  whose  exertions  these  great  results 
were  due  was  the  Federal  party.  They  were  the  party  of 
order,  of  good  government,  and  of  conservatism.  Against 
them  was  ranged  a  majority  of  their  fellow-citizens.  But 
this  majority  was  wild,  anarchical,  disunited.  The  only 
common  ground  on  which  they  could  meet  was  that  of  sim- 
ple opposition.  The  only  name  they  had  was  anti-Federal- 
ists. They  had  neither  leaders,  discipline,  objects,  nor  even 
a  party  ciy.  Before  the  definite  aims  and  concentrated 
ability  of  the  Federalists,  they  fled  in  helpless  disorder,  like 
an  unarmed  mob  before  advancing  soldiers.  But,  though 
dispersed,  the  anti-Federalists  were  still  in  a  numerical  ma- 
jority.    They  needed  a  leader,  organization,  and  opportu- 
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nity,  and  tliej-  soon  found  all  tliree.  Thomas  Ji-fffrson 
arrivt'd  in  ^'e^■^  Vork,  not  only  to  enter  into  Wusliingtoii's 
cabinet,  and  lend  the  aid  of  bis  prent  talents  to  the  huc- 
ccaa  of  the  new  Hclienie,  1>iit  aonn  a\nn  to  put  himself  at  the 
head  of  the  large  though  demoralized  opposition  to  the  ad- 
mini-itration  he  had  sworn  to  support.  Filial  with  the  wild 
democratic  theories  wliich  his  susceptible  natnre  Iiad  readily 
iiiibtl)+'d  in  Framrf,  JelTi^i-Mjti  soon  infused  them  into  the 
minds  of  most  of  his  followers,  instead  of  a  %'agiie  dislike 
to  any  and  all  government,  he  substituted  a  sharp  arid  fac- 
tions opposition  to  each  and  ever}'  measure  pro|w»spd  l>y  the 
friends  of  the  Constitution.  To  tlwt  Constitution  he  had 
been  strongly  opposed,'  and  he  endeavored  to  instil  a  like 
distrust  into  the  nitnds  of  Ills  followers.  Failing  in  this, 
with  his  ready  insight  into  ]>c>iiidar  wishes,  and  witli  liia 
instinctive  appreciation  of  the  latent  political  forces,  he 
changed  hi»  poHitinn  to  the  moi*  tenahle  gronnd  of  a  strict 
and  limited  construction.  He  found  the  opposition  an  inert 
mass,  and  as  far  as  possible  he  informed  it  with  his  own 
spirit,  the  spirit  of  the  French  democrat.  He  found  it  with- 
out objects  or  prinnplea,  and  he  gave  it  both.  He  bnilt  up 
a  party  creed  sentence  by  sentence,  as  the  FederalistJ^  ad- 
vanced from  one  measure  to  another.  To  bind  the  .St«t«9 
and  to  strengthen  the  national  sentiment,  to  make  the  coun- 
try rofipected  and  prosiiernus,  the  gr*nius  of  Hamilton  de- 
vised and  carried  through  the  financial  policy.  Jefferson 
met  it  hy  the  cry  of  corruption,  monarchy,  and  repudiation. 
He  denounced  the  national  bank  as  an  engine  of  despotism. 
He  sneered  at  the  forms  with  which  Washington  strore 
to  hedge  the  dignity  of  his  position.  When  Washington 
formulated  the  two  great  principles  of  Fedenilism,  a  strong 
neutrality  supimrted  by  a  sufficient  navy,  Jefferaon,  iui- 
bupd  with  nn  insane  love  of  France,  led  his  party  into  the 
defence  of  that  nation,  and  forced  our  politics  to  turn  on 
those  of  Europe.  Appreciating  the  strength  of  the  latent 
1  JefFenon's  Worki,  IH-  pp.  31a-3I8, 3S4, 8S6. 
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hostility  to  England,  he  roused  it  to  frenzy,  anci  strove  to 
divide  the  nation  into  a  French  and  English  party.  From 
the  same  motives,  he  resisted  and  opposed  Jay's  treaty  ;  and, 
when  he  found  himself  unable  to  stay  the  national  indigna- 
tion against  the  French,  he  grasped  the  terrible  weapon  of 
States'  rights,  and  sought  to  coerce  the  national  government 
by  the  doctrine  of  nullification,  by  threats  of  secession,  and 
by  the  imminence  of  civil  war.* 

The  Federalists  had  come  forward  as  the  champions  of 
order,  as  the  upholders  of  law,  as  the  defenders  of  constitu- 
tional liberty,  and  of  the  rights  of  property.  When  they 
found  themselves  confronted  not  by  the  constitutional 
opposition  which  was  to  have  been  anticipated,  hut  by 
what  seemed  a  Gallicized  resistance  to  every  thing  that 
was  not  license,  they  grew  more  and  more  convinced  of  the 
imperative  need  of  a  strong  and  energetic  government. 
The  extreme  ground  taken  by  Jefferson  drove  the  Federal- 
ists to  believe  more  and  more  firmly  in  the  necessity  of 
stringent  measures,  and  in  the  baneful  character  of  every 
thing  approaching  democracy.  Yet  the  vigor  and  success 
of  their  policy  never  gave  them  the  support  of  a  majority 
of  the  people,  except  at  the  moment  of  enthusiasm  awak- 
ened by  the  French  outrages.  Still,  they  maintained  them- 
selves by  sheer  weight  of  ability,  and  for  twelve  years 
frustrated  the  attacks  of  the  opposition.  With  all  his 
marvellous  political  skill,  with  all  his  unequalled  adroitness 
in  the  management  of  men,  Jefferson  succeeded  in  drawing 
over  to  his  views  but  one  man  of  real  ability.  Madison 
left  the  Federalists ;  but  their  ranks  remained  otherwise 
intact,  and  the  Democratic  majority  seemed  vain  before 
the  united  efforts  of  a  party  led  and  officered  by  nearly 
all  the  distinguished  men  of  the  nation.  But  the  Fed- 
eralist party  carried  within  itself  the  seeds  of  destruction. 

I  If  this  seems  overdrawn,  let  an;  one  vho  U  of  that  opinion  read  the 
Kentucky  resolutions  of  1798,  drafted  hy  JeEEenon  himself,  the  Virginia  reso- 
lutions of  t)ie  same  date,  which  he  ini^gated,  Rnd  call  to  mind  the  fact  that 
Virginian  troops  were  ready  in  arms  to  seize  then,  at  they  did  in  1861,  tha 

arsenals  of  the  United  States. 
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To  contiiine  succesafullj*  tlio  political  toyr  deforce  by  which 
they  hod  obtaimnl  tlii^ir  powiM-  luid  wiablisbed  llieir  iiii>:ii9r 
uresj  a  perfect  luirmony  was  requisite.  In  n  pttrcy  which 
found  its  8trenf*th  almost  solely  in  the  numbers  and  ahili- 
tien  of  iu  miLiiy  leaHei'A,  union  and  co-ojieration  re^tvd  oa 
most  unstable  foundations.  After  the  withdrawal  of  Waalb-l 
iiiglon,  bitter  feuil^  bniki'  out.,  und  ihu  Federalist  imrly  (ell, 
never  to  rise  again.  Then  wuci  seen  tlie  unsubstantial 
imturo  of  the  popular  support  wIul-Ii  Imd  been  given  to 
them.  In  the  country,  genprally,  their  numbers  melted 
away  \rith  a  startling  rapidity,  and  even  in  New  England 
their  power  began  to  wane.  The  rea»<Jii»  for  thiti  are  not 
far  to  Beek.  The  Federalists  were  not  in  sympathy  with 
(he  iMiIiliral  forcL-s  at.  work  in  the  country;  whereas  Jef- 
ferson knew  tliese  foiTes  by  inHtint-t,  and  directed  his 
course  in  conformity  to  them,  as  sni-ely  as  the  mariner 
(oUoWB  the  compass.  UncWr  no  circnmstances  coidd  the 
Federalist  teuui'e  of  power  have  been  much  prolonged,  yet 
in  the  short  time  allotted  to  them  they  had  done  much. 
This  is  neither  the  place  nor  tlie  opportunity  to  rehearse 
their  achievements,  nor  is  it  necessan,-.  A  party  which,  in 
opposition  to  the  popular  passions,  cnllcd  a  nation  into 
being,  and  whicli  erected  around  our  constilulion«l  liberties 
the  barriers  thiit  kept  out  the  Hood  of  ignorant  ilemocracy, 
then  tlnvatcniiiK  to  engulf  us,  does  not  need  to  have  their 
exploits  otalogtied  here.  The  Federalists  could  not  do  as 
they  wished,  and  prevent  our  government  becoming  purely 
democratic  and  popular;  but  they  did  sncceed  in  modify- 
ing democracy,  and  in  rendering  it  both  acceptable  and 
Nuocessful.  Vet  they  necessarily  left  much  undone.  They 
had  initiated  the  policy  of  strong  and  n-.i\  neutntlily,  pro- 
tected by  an  efficient  navy ;  but  they  had  not  habituated 
the  people  to  it,  nor  had  the  glories  of  Truxton's  victories 
been  suflieient  to  make  men  realtxe  that  the  sea  T.vns  the 
field  on  which  our  power  could  be  best  maiutaineil  and 
asserted.     The  foreign  policy  and  the  nary  were,  therefore. 
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the  two  points  on  wliich  Jefferson's  attacks  c*Mild  and  did 
saeceed;  ami  th(-y  fonn  tlie  key  to  nearly  all  the  lustory 
of  the  next  twelve  years. 

To  untk'i'Ktand  anJ  da  jtititicu  to  the  uiiuiixcd  feeling  of 
dread  with  wliitdi  the  FedeiTilists  regarded  Jefferson,  we 
muMt  nniiornUtnd  not  only  the  i^unliitr  and  strong  nature 
of  Xew  Knglund  Federaliam,  but  also  the  circunistiinces 
of  the  titnetn.  and  thf*  chanieter  of  Jefferson  liimself,  as  it 
apjieared  by  ills  words  and  deeds.  Ill  New  Enghind,  F«l- 
eiulism  hn<I  always  found  H»  chief  support :  and  there  alone, 
after  the  downfall  of  the  [mrty,  did  it  i-etain  any  i-eiil  vital- 
ity. This  was  due,  of  course,  partly  to  the  stubborn  and 
unyielding  character  of  the  New  England  i>eople,  but 
chiefly  (o  Ibe  circnmstauces  of  tlieJr  dally  lives,  to  their 
education,  tlietr  occupatinns,  and  their  traditions.  The 
population  of  New  England  was  of  the  purest  English  slock, 
unmixed  with  any  foreign  eletnent.  Dependent  wholly  nn 
their  own  exurttons,  tin;  New  Englandera  wei-e  not  burdened 
with  the  corse  of  slavefy.  Settled  in  towns,  and  not  scat- 
tered over  a  wide  extent  of  territory,  their  interests  and 
habits  were  homogeneous  and  of  long  standing.  The  aver- 
age standanl  of  wealth  and  education  was  rt-ninrknbly  high  : 
and  they  wore,  moreover,  essentially  a  trading  and  cnminei-- 
cial  community.  Their  socinl  fabric  was  perfectly  crys- 
tallized and  Hrm,  and  their  moneyed  interests  were-  large, 
extendect  and  sensitive.  They  were  naturally,  therefore, 
the  friends  of  order,  atalnlity.  and  strengtli  in  the  govern- 
ment, and  of  political  conwervnlisni.  To  tlie  party  which 
represented  these  princi])lrH,  they  were  snro  to  give  an 
obstinate  and   unyielding  adherence. 

All  thr?8e  opnion-i  had  been  Invigorated  and  confirmed 
in  the  minds  of  the  Federalist  lemlers,  by  the  spectacle  pre- 
sented to  them  in  EurofW.  Rehnldlng,  as  wo  now  do,  thw 
excesses  and  results  of  the  French  Kevolutlon  through  the 
long  vista  of  eighty  years,  we  cannot  easily  appreciata 
the  almost  wild  alarm  with  which  Its  princi|)lo8  were  re- 
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gnrded  at  the  tluie  by  the  majority  of  intcUigcnt  men  in 
Kew  England.  It  is  a  ahiiple  inalter  for  us  to  estimat**  tlie 
<.l;iiigur«.  in^anin};.  iiml  iiii[)ui'tance  uf  tlmt  awful  ci>iivuli>i«)ii. 
Secura  in  our  establieheU  natlonnl  wealth  and  strength. 
hrmij^lit  lip  fniin  our  rrHiltfld  to  believo  in  the  Monroe  doc- 
trine as  the  only  possible  foi-eign  jwlicy  for  the  llnitwl 
States,  we  smile  readily  at  what  Keem  to  us  the  almogt  mud 
fears  excited  l>y  the  Freiieh  among  the  New  Knpland  Fed- 
eraiibts.  IJut,  if  we  can  fur  a  inouieiit  imrfuriii  diat  mo&t 
ilifficult  of  alt  feata,  —  carry  ourwlvos  back  in  inuiginatiotif 
nnd  stand  in  the  places  of  our  ancestflrs,  —  we  shall  no  loii^r 
look  upon  (heir  apprehensions  as  ill-founded.  They  bad  a. 
uominurce  of  enormous  value  and  great  extent,  scattered' 
over  the  face  of  the  globe,  ami  at  tlio  mercy  of  the  Euro- 
pean nations.  They  had  but  just  free<I  themselves  from 
Euijland.  their  nation  was  still  in  infancy,  and  its  very 
esietence  seemed  to  dejiend  upon  the  actions  of  Europe. 
Foivi^ii  poUltcB  bad  a  vit;il  importance  then,  of  wluch  w«J 
can  no«*  have  no  conception.  And  what  wa«  the  lesson,' 
wliat  the  spectacle,  thiit  these  same  forei^  [lolitics  pre- 
sented V  They  had  seen  one  of  the  great  nations  of  tlie 
woild  torn  to  pieces  by  the  frenzies  of  a  Parisiftn  mob. 
They  had  belield  universal  license,  atheism,  eommanisiii, 
in-eached  by  the  ephemeral  lenders  whom  these  mobs  had 
set  up.  They  had  seen  every  thing  wtiit'b  they  considered 
dear  and  valuable  in  life  trampled  in  the  dust  by  the 
French  nilf*rs,  and  this  dtyttrtiction  exultingly  proolaintej. 
Tins  was  not  all.  Possibly  their  fears  would  not  have  been 
justitied  by  this  aloue;  but  when  they  saw  the  piling?, 
carnage,  and  riot  of  mobs  converted  into  sacred  principles, 
and  H  cnisade  in  their  hchiilf  inaugurated  and  sup]>oi-ted  by 
a  whole  nation,  tliey  shnink  from  the  promoter*  of  such 
deeds  with  undisguised  horror.  The  Pwleralista  were  th« 
chauipiuns  of  "not  rash  equalitj-,  but  equal  righta.'" 

..."  They  wblied  men  to  I*  free : " 
"  Ab  much  imm  mob*  u  kingn,  — from  rou  m  mo-" 
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The  liberty  for  which  they  had  fought  the  Revohition. 
and  founded  the  government,  was  the  sober,  intelligent, 
fearless  liberty  of  our  English  ancestors.  But  they  hated 
the  licentious  despotism  of  a  French  rabble,  even  when 
dressed  out  in  the  deceitful  mask  of  "  liberty,  equality, 
frateiTiity."  Under  the  influence  of  these  specious  names, 
they  had  seen  the  nations  of  Europe  become,  in  turn,  the 
allies,  the  dupes,  and  the  victims  of  French  Republicanism. 
They  had  no  wish  to  follow  in  the  same  path.  Let  it  not 
he  supposed  that  these  men  dreaded  the  anna  of  France. 
They  longed  to  meet  her  in  battle,  and  prove  their  native 
supremacy  to  any  thing  of  Gallic  origin.  What  they  did 
fear  was  the  subtle  infusion  of  the  poison  of  French  prin- 
ciples with  all  its  baneful  concomitants,  and  concluding,  at 
last,  in  abject  dependence  on  the*' great  republic."  We 
may  call  such  feelings  and  beliefs  madness  or  folly  now : 
but,  when  we  do  so,  we  should  recall  the  great  men  of  other 
lands,  who  shared  in  the  opinions  of  the  New  England  Fed- 
eralists. Edmund  Burke  was  neither  knave  nor  fool,  nor 
the  sycophantic  Tory  which  Democrats  delighted  to  paint ; 
yet  what  Federalist  ever  equalled  or  even  approached  Burke 
in  savage  and  unmeasured  denunciation  of  France  and  the 
French  Revolution?  William  Pitt  was  neither  a  coward 
nor  a  driveller ;  but  he  regarded  the  principles  of  the 
French  Revolution  with  unmixed  horror,  and,  in  olwdience 
to  a  public  sentiment  which  he  could  not  resist,  waged  a 
long  and  doubtful  war  against  them.  George  Canning  was 
neither  dull  nor  timid ;  yet  he  founded  the  "  A nti- Jacobin," 
to  arrest  the  spread  of  French  doctrines,  and  to  their  suppres- 
sion devoted  all  his  ability.  The  list  might  be  indefinitely 
lengthened,  hut  to  no  good  purpose.  French  principles,  iis 
then  preached  and  practised,  were  regarded  with  deadly 
aversion  by  a  large  majority  of  able  men  everywhere ;  and 
the  New  England  Federalists,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly  it 
boots  not  now  to  inquire,  formed  no  exception  to  the  rule. 

Actuated   by   such    feelings,   it   becomes   easy   to    com- 
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prolicnd  tlieir  bitter  pnlitical  hoKtility  to  thoM  n-lio  nut 
only  brought  Freiicli  principles  iuto  vogue,  but  strove,  and 
with  aotUH  me^uurd  of  success,  to  found  a  paity  u|jon  tlium. 
Chief  among  tho  apostles  of  the  new  belief  wos  Thoniiui] 
Jefferson,  llo  had  opf»>wd  tlio  OoiiHtilutioii,  anil  dcimunw^l 
it  n»  Uio  ^nfrgcA'ic ;  lie  had  niised  llie  lioilow,  paining  cry  nf 
*'inonarcbi8U;*'  he  had  defended  Sliaya's  rebelliou  ita  hon- 
orable ami  patriotic;  he  wished  '"the  tree  of  liberty  to  be 
watered  with  the  blood  of  |»itriots  every  twenty  years;'"  lio 
de^sii-ed  a  rebellion  to  recur,  with  regularity,  at  the  Haine 
epoclia  ;  ^  lie  had  been  the  advocate  of  i-epudiation,  and  the 
consistent  i^noiny  of  tlie  army,  the  navy,  and  the  trcsa-^iury  ; 
lie  favored  rotatiou  iu  office ;  he  was  a  foe  to  strict  neutral- 
ity, and  an  ally  of  France;  and  now,  under  what  circum- 
stances it  mattered  not,  be  was  chosen  ['resident  of  Uie 
United  States.  Pf^rbapH  lie  iritBridril  to  caiTV  out  no  one 
of  his  rifwa,  but  he  avowed  the  contrary.  Nor  is  it  necea- 
snry  to  say  that  theac  wero  tho  real  views  of  Jefferson  ;  but 
they  were  his  declared  opinions,  and  in  this  cliaracter  luid 
he  chosen  to  appear.  Can  wo  therofore  blame  the  Feder- 
nlista  for  rcgar<liiig  him  lis  the  enemy  of  all  resfMjrtiible 
^joverniiionc,  and  his  accession  to  power  as  the  precursor  of 
a  revolution  deHtincd  ultimately  to  reduce  the  United  States 
to  the  condition  of  France? 

One  tiling  is  certain :  the  success  of  Jefferson  was  a  revo- 
lution. To  the  timid  chanicter  of  the  leader  and.  above  all, 
to  tbo  good  sense  of  the  Aaierlcan  people,  it  is  due  that 
this  revohitioD  whs  a  peaceable  one.  The  natural  political 
forces  which  the  Federalists  hod  curbed,  but  which  they 
had  tried  in  vain  to  crush,  w^ere  now  in  the  aaceudant,  and 
fur  (^od  or  ill  our  future  history  was  to  move  on  diflen'ut 
linea  from  thciBe  winch  had  at  lirst  been  drawn.  Tlie  cooler 
lieaila  in  the  Fcdei"ali»t  party  understood  thfl  importance 
and  me.ining  nf  the  change:  they  knew  that  it  was  revolu- 
liuu;  and,  while  they  believed  it  to  he  inevitable,  their  just 
1  Set  notv  KboTc,  p.  410. 
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Anxiety  was  very  great.     Nor  wpre  tlui  first  st<>|>6  of  Oio 
Dew  President  of  such  a  nature  us  to  allay  their  (ears. 

In  the  midst  of  tlie  anxiety  and  cxciCeraiint  produced  by 
tho'  wnHc'hed  and  prnlongpd  intrigiio  to  sultstitute  Burr  for 
jHfTcrson,  some  of  the  Ftnltrralist  leaders  in  Washington 
sought  to  muke  terms  with  tlie  tatter,  iu  order  to  veciire  from 
htm  g^iainntees  that  certain  finnhimental  principles  shonld 
be  observed.  Strange  as  it  may  sound  to  us,  one  of  the 
dangers  most  dreaded  by  the  Federali»t<t  wan  tliat  the  acces- 
sion of  .IrfFersrm  wonlt)  be  accompanied  by  a  complete  re- 
orj^anization  of  the  civil  service  in  the  interest  of  partisuns 
of  the  new  admiuitttnitioii ;  and  there  can  be  little  duubt  that 
on  this  point  Jefferson  gave  aatiafactory  assurances  to  the 
Federalifit  loa*b!r»  in  Waflhington,  through  the  medium  of 
Senator  Smith  of  Maryland.'  The  other  points  on  which 
the  Federaliata  weTc  Hlarmcd  were  the  pnblic  debt,  com- 
merce, and  the  navy,  which  they  conftidcrwl  an  of  vital  im- 
portMnce,  but  to  which  Jefferson's  hostility  was  notorious  suid 
Avowed.  On  tlieiH*  questions,  likewise,  Jefiferson's  plvdgea 
were  satisfactory,  Hnw  far  he  viohited  tbetn  will  gradually 
apiMiur  as  we  proceed :  but  that  they  were  given  is  unduubtiid, 
and,  ahhongh  in  itself  a  matti^r  of  no  f^eat  moment,  ilhi»- 
trates  the  fears  of  the  Federab'sts,  and  the  extremities  to 
which  they  believed  Jefferson  would  go.  Reference  u  not 
made  to  it  here  for  the  sake  of  charging  Jefferson  with  bad 
faith  subiief[iiently,  although  such  pledges  as  wcto  given, 
even  if  conveyoil  in  a  roiindnbout  way,  wero  sufliciputly 
precise,  and  were  looked  u^h)d   by  the  parties  as  binding. 


'  S«c  Hildtvlh,  IT.  407: 1)iiii7  at  Jaiha  Qamcy  Ailaini,  onnUining  (lirt«t 
i<>«tiu)i>iiy  of  Ttuji-Til.  1. 4:i*.  IHvii'g  Life  of  Burr,  pp.  Xt^i-IQT.  coniKins  a  full 
■ccuutil  of  thin  u-iiiiMaSiin.  tn^thor  wit)i  ilie  Kwnm  (Ii-[M»ltinii$of  RHj'ki-il 
Mill  Smilli  ilmi  ihv  uvirulJaUuD  liul  CK-<Mm?d.  hiiiI  thai  JvlTi-nuD  liml  avL-filfd 
to  lliv  t-'cmdiilun*  propcMcicI  by  the  Feilvnil!*!*.  Tha:  Jcrfi'Tson  mit<lv  Anil 
Tlnlnicil  thcut'  {iVilr^-n  i>  (low  miilliT  iif  liUtiirji',  alUinuKh  in  llti'  "  Anai"  lio 
(li-tiiL-il  lite  *»wt<M>i<- of  any  npjroUnlion*  or  pledge*  ft  thin  ('hiirii(i(T,  In  lh« 
•■nir  Bcvount,  Ji'fft'retiu  willi  his  wanted  a<lroltn<>u  icciut's  BnyaH  nf  nv'^fo- 
IlAtititt  fvr  Burr  with  IX-iiiuernilu  itii'iiibt;r<,  —  «  ■tnlcTiiriK  whuh  i-»]M  furili 
llic  puMii-ntinn  nf  tli«  ootK'tuMvv  tratiiEiuny  of  Bkyanl  uid  Smith  giv*-n  io 
tliu  l.]f«  of  BlUT. 
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Tlie  FctlcratiaU  Koem  to  liave  ynit  cnnfulMwe  in  tlicin.  Yet 
JelTerHon  v.&s  the  muBt  cliaii^RMe  of  men  ;  and  to  expect 
him  to  maintain  pl*>dgfts  such  as  these,  or  to  accuse  him 
of  bad  faith  in  violntiii^  tWni,  would  he  littln  better  tlttm 
charging  a  man  with  bjiil  faith  for  changing  his  coat.  But 
we  gain  soniu  uoliuii  uf  the  feeling»  —  tlie  hoitettt.  if  mi»> 
tiiktiii  fi-elirigs  —  with  which  tlie  tVderaiista  regarded  Jeffpr- 
Bon,  by  the  pledges  they  exact*Hi  from  him.  They  are  just 
Buch  conditions  as  men  wouttl  tfxact  from  one  wham  they 
depm<?d  tlie  enemy  of  property,  of  Boeietj-,  and  of  Tested 
right*.  They  am  the  pledge*  that  would  ho  demanded  by 
men  who  feared  a  social  and  political  couvubion,  which  was 
preciBcly  what  the  FedemliKts  did  fnar.  If  any  one  doubt 
tlit^  run  HOI  I  able  n  ess  of  their  terror,  let  tliem  trace  JeiYerfion'R 
previous  course,  let  them  ponder  the  opinions  he  had  avowed, 
and  consider  the  viexvs  he  had  expressed,  and  the  objects  at 
which  he  ]>rofessftd  to  aim.  A  word  msiy  bo  fitly  Haul  herr  in 
regard  to  the  injustice  eo  often  charged  again«t  the  Fwler- 
aliHta  for  concentratinit;  all  their  hatreil  ujiAn  .IdTet-soni. 
We  only  neetl  to  read  the  himtorj'  of  .the  party  which 
he  ruled,  to  find  the  explanation  and  jiistifiealion  of  this 
bitter  persona]  animosity.  Jeffeisoii.  while  at  the  head  of 
hifl  party,  was  the  party.  He  had  found  it  demoraliT^d.  diA- 
or^nized,  without  aims  and  without  principles,  Hi?  had 
breathed  into  it  the  breath  of  liTe,  he  hud  given  it  objects 
and  principles,  and  he  had  led  it  to  victory;  but  he  had 
gathered  no  lenders  into  its  ranks.  Except  his  iinmediato 
suocoBHor  and  hia  fniarieier,  iioth  of  wlicni  he  kept  ever  by 
him,  Jefferson  allowed  no  rivals  near  the  throne.  By  the 
moat  consummate  management,  by  unequalled  tact,  by  au 
unsurpassed  power  of  dealing  with  men,  by  these  artis  iuid 
by  these  alone,  Jefferson  established  a  supreoiacy  to  which 
our  history  cantiot  furnish  n  pamlli-1.  Suvh  {Kn-liainencary 
ability  as  there  was  in  his  party,  his  crushing  despotism  drove 
into  revolt;  but  the  ringleader^ found  no  followers,  Lik« 
the  Ktrnscan  king,  Jefferson  cut  off  the  heads  of  all  the  intl 

i  John  Kitoilolpb. 
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poppies,  find  ao  devoid  of  leaders  was  tlio  compjiet  and  devote<l 
majority  in  Congress,  that  llii-y  could  not  n-pid  tlic  a&Hitults 
of  the  liiinclful  of  FeilemlisUt  »nd  of  lliuir  former  &\\\,  Jnbn 
Knndolph.  So  proat  was  the  extremity  at  oue  tinif.  that 
Jeffentou  urged  N'icliolait  to  return  to  C'onf(re>»,  and  lend  the 
party.*  The  deApotiHiii  was  au  iron  one;  and  even  John 
Quincy  Adams,  wh<^ii  he  c;tine  lieneath  it«  sway,  found  him- 
self lieljileBR.  Strong,  bohl.  aggrewsive  bpyond  even  the 
measui-cof  the  stemest  Xcw  England  cliaractt-r,  Mr.  Adania, 
when  he  siipiwrted  Jeffernon,  M-as  compeUed  to  support  him 
without  asking  any  rea«on«.  and  was  obliged  to  advance  tlie 
meanureH  of  thu  cliieC  —  me:i»uiv!»  which  involved  tlit*  fate 
of  the  countrj-  —  without  knowing  why  or  wherefore  they 
were  framed.'  The  Kopph;  Virginian,  whomndenoepeechea 
and  wmt4*  no  pamphlet-ji.  wielded  an  uiKpH'Htioned  power  aa 
relentlessly  as  an  autocrat  of  the  Russiaa.  He  recogiiixed  no 
master  but  iwvpularitj-.  and  a  great  |>arty  bent  before  him  in 
Wind  PultHervient-y,  while  he  not  only  strained  t\>t*  Constltu- 
tioti  to  the  utniont^  Iml,  if  nued  were,  ovetvtvppetl  ite  limits.' 
With  bU  the  political  {lower  in  tlie  country  centred  thus  in 

'  Jtffinwn  to  NicIioU*.  V.  4.  IR 

*  UUry  of  .Tohii  Qiilix'y  A(lan».  p.  497.  See  nbn  hU  rcrnarlu  on  the  em- 
limnr"  bill,  HP  given  by  Coloni'l  I'iektTinu  in  Ki»  IriUr  lo  Gowmwr  Sullivan. 
I  liHiv  fouriil  miiimK  iti*  rickeriiiu  MS.S  iliu  fdlluwhig  meiiiorjiKluiii :  — 

"Mriii.  &t  IkMloii.  May  11,  IH08.  I  nn*  liifurnie'J,  Uiat  .Mr.  AiUuift  mim] 
IQT  litfit  U-ttt-r  (Aiiril  22i1)  to  SiiUivnn  itiil  nut  cicni-llv  n-<'iti-  liiii  wnnls  in 
ScDKU'.  the  dny  the  einl)*ri;o  bill  paMctl.  I  reiiiindixl  Mr.  Cnbnl  Dmt,  bcioq 
aftiT  itic-  law  iTaoM'i],  I  wroiv  ibt-  wumIs  Thi-  next  diiy  (Miiy  I2tli)  lii'  fur- 
nlnhr-il  HW  wilh  the  follwwhiK  vxlrai-t.  My  IpIUt  to  him  i*  lUtwi  .Unuury  8. 
'  To  >Av«-  yaa  H>r  tmubli-  of  retnirhn^  lo  Ow  letter  |1  tiuppuve  <iw  I  iniBht 
^vi-  writN-n  lo  T.  VVllllainfe],  I  n-prat,  what  [  shall  Iii'tit  f.^rj:i*t,  thi*  ex- 
priffion*  luei].'  '  Tt)L>  PrL^iik'tit  La«  ivL'vniinfii<Jt'U  iliu  niviuiirvuci  ]ii*  lii)|li 
rpk|>i.in«ibtllty.  [  w-oiilil  not  ninaiitfr,  1  tvniilii  nol<h>liticTiiIf, but  ni'l-  l)nubt> 
te*s,  tbi,'  Pr<vii](-tit  iia»  funbir  inrunimtiun  to  iiulti'irJEi-  tbi*  ujunmirt't '  "  la 
tbv  n|>pi-Hilix  tij  tlit^  It-Tti-r  I't  II- 1>.  ltiM,i-t1.  lK{4.Mr  AHkiii*  ik-iiivn  lln.*  truth 
nf  CoifKiH  IVki'iini;'!  iiiaiiiunllun,  tbat  tw  wlitu'd  to  rcaulvi-  iht-  If(;Ulaltu« 
Into  a  more  exponent  of  titr  cxvciilirc  will ;  but  he  ailniito  Dial  tbi-  ri-piirt 
of  lit*  wurda  wiu  aubflantiallr  carrtvt.  Wluttcver  Mr  Athrae't  inUSitiun, 
ibi-  fact  ilivn.-f'>rr  rL-timim  Ihal  be  b«d  lo  bond  li«nt>aili  J<ff«non'a  iw«y 
•ib«?n  bp  fWppnrt«H]  hi*  mv*iitin™, 

>  Ji-fTirHnn  biunw-lf  Lonftiilervd  tbe  aequitillon  of  LouiHiana  luiconstitiw 
donaJ.    fii-c  IV.  of  hii  Worka,  WO,  fiOl,  6SH~Q07. 
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ono  man,  it  is  Iinrdly  gurprisiitg  tlint  tlic  FeilHrnlitits  Ih<M 
that  mail  respfmmMe  f<n'all  ilieaclrtof  his  party,  aiitl  poured 
upon  his  JevotL'd  head  all  the  viaU  of  theii'  wratli.  If  it  lie 
also  remembei-otl  tliat  the  Fedemlista  sincerely  Iwlieved  Jef- 
ferauii  ti)  bu  in  ix-ality,  aa  lie  was  in  »«i.'Uiiu'!,  the  vmUodiiuent 
of  Fi-en<'li  dt'inucrutTy,  th«  advocate  and  promoter  of  jjrinci- 
plea  which  menaced  with  dostructioa  all  the  rights  and 
customs  which  Hlone  matlrt  life  to  tl»*m  wnrth  having,  their 
feelings  may  be  easily  conceived.  The  Fcdenilisis  hated 
JuSerson  witli  do  comnioii  political  liatred,  but  rather  with 
the  vindictivcness  of  mea  toward  a  deadly  (oe  who,  as  they 
finiily  b(dievL>d,  sought  tho  ruin  of  all  th^y  laotit  jirized 
and  cherished.  Kight  or  wrong,  snch  were  the  honest  feel- 
ings of  the  New  England  Kederaliflts  towai-d  J&Scno 
How  far  his  deeds  conduced  to  an  ahatenient  of  such 
opinions,  a  brief  gtateinent  of  events  during  his  admin- 
islratiou,  as  tbey  appeared  to  bis  conterajwraries,  will 
readily  show. 

Jcffci-son  came  into  power  at  a  moment  singularly  for- 
tunate for  liimtielf.  We  wcro  at  peace  with  all  the  world, 
while  at  home  all  the  tinpnpnlar  measures  of  organizing  the 
governmeitt  had  btwn  carried  tbmugU  by  the  Federalists. 
They  had  laid  the  taxes  which  now  Oiled  the  Treasury' ;  and. 
niuliT  llu'ir  wise  management,  the  debt  bad  beon  provided 
for,  ami  tlie  reVHiiiiea  had  grown  In  large  pn^jKirtions.  Jef- 
ferson's inangitral  address  was  intended  to  be  conciliatory 
in  t'tuiP,  and  was  certainly  adroit;  but.  exc^-pt  when  he 
adopted  the  Federal  policy,  there  was  nothing  ilefinltw  about 
its  loosely  M'orded  sentences.  It  was  the  lirst  of  our  public 
documents  where  Talleyrand's  use  of  langustge  was  adopted, 
and  whttro  the  real  mtianing  of  the  author  was  hidden  nmhir 
a  cloud  of  words.  From  tills  address  dates  the  pernicious 
practice  nniong  our  public  men  of  using  platitudes  to  con- 
ceal meaning  or  a  lack  of  uieanlng.  as  the  case  may  be. 
"  A  policy  of  wise  frugality,"  unaccompanied  by  any  defi- 
nita  auggestiou,  was  the  principal  topic  of  the  iiiuugural. 
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The  rontons  For  this  Tn(;iicnes<t  are  obvious.  JcfTerson  hnd 
no  (lt-tinit«  {Milmy  to  ciffcf.  His  pole^tar  wax  jiopular  sup- 
port, liU  guiding  priDciples  were  Frvuch  llieoriea  of  goveru- 
nieiit.  The  wtbiiiwt,  IntWKver.  pmniisutl  better  than  tlie 
addrctis.  Madiaoii  imd  (iailatin  were  hy  fnr  the  atlcttt  nioii 
among  the  DemoemtM,  ami  they  filled  the  highest  places. 
They  were  rip'ithpr  visioiiarips  nor  theorists,  aiid  thvir  ap- 
|)oiiitnieiit  was  prwluctive  of  cwiHdenee.  The  rest  of  the 
cabinet  &:niply  ehoweit  the  lack  of  ability  in  the  party. 
The  South  had  no  one  i-upiilile  uf  mluiiiiiHtering  depiirb- 
nicnts,  and  Jefferson  filled  up  the  places  witJi  the  best 
Northpi-n  men  he  coidd  gi-t.' 

Buti  though  Jeffei'soa  was  now  weighted  and  m  tsomu 
measure  sobered  by  the  resp>nsibilitieti  of  oflice,  he  had 
no  intention  of  abandoning  his  favorite  tlieoriea  witlmnt 
a  trial.  The  hnngry  party  sent  up  a  cry  for  **8|ioil8,"  and 
Jefferson  at  once  set  about  gratifying  them,  although  he 
did  not  full  to  display  his  wonted  ctrcum6)>ection.  First 
came  removals  in  a  number  of  solucted  cases,  which  were  not 
considered  to  come  n  ithin  Ins  covenant  with  tlie  Federalista. 
Then  the  district  attorneys  and  marslials  were  changed. 
Then  Jefferson  claimed  that  all  ap|>ointment8  made  by 
Mr.  Adams  after  the  election  bad  taken  place  were  ipso 
facto  void.  I'erBons  so  iippoiuted  Jefferson  stigmatized 
comprehensively  n&  "midnight  appointees,"  anrl  proceeded 
to  dismiss  them,  and  fill  their  phicea  with  his  own  sup[M)rt- 
er«.  These  stepH  called  forth  ninch  vigorous  opposition  ; 
but,  in  the  luefisage  addresjied  to  CongietM*  in  the  iiutunni 
of  1801,  measures  far  more  dangerous,  and  more  in  accord- 
ance with  Jefferson's  peculiar  views,  wei-e  hiimchcd.  Ro- 
trencliment  \v:im  mlviscd,  and  effected  at  once  in  the  nriny 
and  fortifications.  The  naturalization  laws  were  ino<lified 
to  a  mere  nullity,  and  the  gates  were  opened  to  the  flooil 
of  emigration  which  brought  freeh  supporters  to  the  ad- 

I  LpvI  Lincoln  Bod  IlvTiry  Dirftrltom  of  MiisMchiuetts,  Mai  Ruburt  Siuith 
of  MoryUiod. 
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ministration  in  ever  increaain<»  nunibei-s.  Fur  worse  limn 
this  wan  tlie  rcpml  of  ilic  jmlieian'  »cr,  reconm)^tiilt*il  by 
llie  President  aiul  earned  out  by  Congrpss ;  supplftrntuiteii 
by  u  wholcaale  attack  on  any  and  all  judiciai-y  s^8ten).i  liv 
Giles  anil  Hamlolpli  of  Virgicia,  the  rre«t<leut's  faithful 
and   |U-ovid(.Mit  fwllowerj. 

But  it  was  one  of  the  cai'dinal  [joiuta  of  FederaliBt  policy 
whirli  snfTf^rpd  most.  Our  policy  of  neutrality  found  nil 
its  strengtli  in  the  grmhuil  oonstruction  and  pi-eaervntiou 
of  an  efficient  uavy.  &ugge«t«d  by  Washington,  the  foun- 
dation and  Bupjxirt  of  our  naval  power  bad  been  the  chief 
glory  of  Mr.  Adanis'ti  a«lmi]iistratioM. 

A  report  by  Mr.  StoJdert,  dated  Jan.  12,  1801,'  gives  a 
clear  idea  not  only  of  the  state  of  the  navy  at  tliat  time, 
but  of  tljo  Fwleral  policy  in  regard  to  it.  We  find  that, 
inasmuch  a»  the  danger  of  a  French  war  had  Kubsided.  tho 
secri^tary  advised  the  gale  of  all  vessels  tn  the  sftrvit-e 
except  thirteen  frigatt-s.  Materials  liad  been  already  col- 
lected Bufliciu'iit  lo  build  six  seveulv-foura,  and  the  sitwJ 
for  as  many  navy-yards  had  been  purchased.  After  ad- 
vising the  continued  collection  of  materials,  tbc  rejxirt 
proceeds,  — 

"  When  Uie  UnikMl  Slates  own  twelve  Bhipn  of  wventy-four  gnoc, 
and  dniilile  the  niiintier  oi  Ktroag  fri^rntes,  and  it  in  koown  tbat 
tJiey  puMiCit^  tliu  iiK-auH  of  incrnnsing  cht-m  with  fatrilil^',  conlideDve 
may  be  iiidulgi'd  iliai  we  may  Uifti  avoid  lbr>t>u  wars  in  whicb  wd 
havu  no  iiit(jri.-bU  withuul  Bul>iiiitting  tu  be  |>luiidt-re(l.  An  mmiuil 
Hum  of  S]I7.yK7  (over  miJ  abuvf  iJif  uppru  print  ion  for  llio  eii 
Beventj-(onr  giin-«ihips  alreiwly  authorized)  for  the  purchase  ct 
tiiutwr  ui  bi!  liiirl  up  iu  ducks  for  seveniy-four  guii-i«hip(i  and  frif!- 
ales,  and  the  a'loplioTi  of  eflifieiit  arraKgenienUj  to  ewure  llie 
manufacture  of  copjier,  the  culture  nf  hemp,  and  the  manufiicture 
of  canvAR,  would  in  a  few  years  raise  us  to  ihia  deviruhlo  dtal«  of 
BOCurUy." 

An  estimate  was  also  submitted,  which  placed  the  an- 

t  America.]!  Bute  Papers,  Navjr  Dcpnntncat. 
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nual  expense  of  maintaining  the  present  force,  thirteen 
frigates,  six  in  service,  seven  laid  up,  at  8643,000. 

Such  was  the  wise  and  far-sighted  scheme  of  Washing- 
ton and  Adams.  Before  Jefferson's  policy  of  a  **  wise  fru- 
gality," it  fell  helpless,  and  the  Tripolitan  war  alone  saved 
our  navy  from  utter  extinction.  A  constant  adhesion  to 
this  economical  man^ement  left  us,  when  the  war  of  1812 
broke  out,  with  five  frigates  in  service,  seven  brigs  and  two 
ships;  and  to  this  little  navy  almost  all  the  glory  of  that 
otherwise  disastrous  war  was  due.  But,  in  the  prosperity  of 
his  first  term,  Jefferson  thought  only  of  his  theories ;  and  the 
"  Chinese  policy  "  had  to  be  carried  out.  In  his  first  mes- 
sage, he  was  able  to  announce  that  the  marine  corps  had 
already  been  disbanded,  that  the  sites  for  navy-yards  were 
abandoned,  and  that  all  naval  preparations  had  ceased.  A 
prompt  reduction  of  appropriations  by  Congress  completed 
this  triumph  of  "a  wise  frugality." 

Although  he  thus  withdrew  her  protection,  Jefferson 
could  not  injure  commerce  directly ;  and  in  the  hands  of 
Gallatin,  who  pursued  the  Hamiltonian  policy,  the  finances 
were  safe.  But,  with  characteristic  adroitness,  Jefferson, 
while  he  repeiiled  stamp  duties  and  excises,  and  removed 
the  tax  on  spirits,  refused  to  meet  the  just  obligations  of 
the  country  to  the  claimants  under  the  French  indemnity. 
All  these  measures,  in  appearance  the  first  cautious  steps 
towards  a  revolution  in  our  system,  were  passed  in  Con- 
gress by  a  brute  vote ;  and  calls  for  information  by  the 
opposition  were  voted  down  in  silence. 

In  April,  Jefferson  could  write  to  Kosciusko,  and  detail  a 
long  catalogue  of  accomplished  changes.  He  was  able  to 
say:  — 

"  The  session  of  the  first  Congresa  convened  since  Republicanism 
has  recovered  its  ascendancy,  is  now  drawing  to  a  close.  They 
will  pretty  completeiy  fulfil  all  the  desires  of  the  people.  They 
have  reduced  the  army  and  navy  to  what  is  barely  necessary. 
They  are  disarming  executive  patronage  and  preponderance,  by 
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puUing  rlown  oiitslinlf  tin-  otTices  of  tlie  Uiiil«^I  SUIes,  whioli  are  QM 
longer  necessary.     TliC'ic  economies  Imve  enabled  ilicm  to  i^uppreti 
all  internal  taxvs,  and  fttUl  u>  make  nuclt  pror»ion  for  the  pay- 
nn'iit  of  llieir  pulilii.-  <l«bl  om  to  ditchar^  lliat  in  eijEhriM-D  vntri 
Thi-'j  hdvo  lopp^s]  ofF  a  piLrnail^  limb  planU>d  by  iboir  fir<Hlcc«s»or 
on  Uieir  judiciary  body  for  party  purposes;  they  are  opening  tha 
doors   of  h<}«ptlalil.v   Co  fugitives  from  Ibe  oppreaaions  of  other 
countries;    anil    wc  have  nupprcssed  nil  those  public  (untitt  and 
ciTtiniouii.'e  wliicU  Ivndud  tu  fumiltariEe  tho  public  eye  to  ibe  bar* 
bingera  of  anotlmr  ftirm  of  government."  ' 

The  last  clause  refers  to  Jeffemon's  watelifnl  care  for  the 
avmbolii!  as  well  as  tiie  essential.  He  had  not  listened  in 
vnin  to  the  French  doctrine  which  Biibstitutes  namea  for 
things,  which  regarils  as  one  prime  object  of  revolution  the 
right  to  alter  the  names  of  Parisian  streets*  and  to  scrawl  new 
niuttoes  on  the  walls  of  hoiusea.  There  mus,  furtimatulyt  in 
our  country' no  need  to  do  more  than  diecuriL  the  fewginipie, 
dignified  fornia  whitih  Washington  had  adopted  as  brfiuing 
his  oflice.  For  t!ie  imiMisin^  uphi-rli  to  CongresH.  the  «lf  livery 
of  a  written  message,  to  whieb  no  answer  was  espwcted,  was 
substituted.  But  these  ehnnges  did  not  suffice ;  and  Jef- 
ferson, the  high-bred,  ari»tocrHtic  Virginian,  therefoi-e  laid 
aside  all  decency  and  couil^'sy  in  order  to  provo  his  llejjub- 
licaniara.  To  insult  the  n-priw^ntative  of  tyranny,  and  to 
show  his  own  hatred  of  that  otlions  crime  against  hnmnnity* 
the  Pi-esiilent  of  the  United  States,  Jresited  like  a  pawn- 
broker's clerk,  80  far  loweretl  himself  and  his  ofUcc  us  to 
receive  the  minister  uf  England  in  a  manner  wliicli  a  oovr- 
boy  would  have  blushed  to  adopt.*  Tliuaal]  p&i-tsof  Repub- 
licanism as  conceived  by  Jefferson  were  preseiTcd.  SuL'h 
changes  may  have  been  wise,  the  policy  that  dictated  them 
may  have  been  juat,  but  it  mnat  be  allowed  that  they  nat- 
urally teniied  tn  confinn  the  fears  and  suspicions  of  the 
Federalists.     They  had  believed   the  President  to  be  a 


1  "WorlM  of  JefferBon,  IV.  430. 

•  See  Qulncf'a  Life  of  Jodah  Qnlncr,  flS^M 
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leveller  and  revolutionist;  and  he  aeoraed  to  tliera  to  be 
acting  lip  to  bia  character,  when  judged  by  his  own 
utt^ranet'S  and  behavior,  and  by  the  meaiiures  of  an 
obedient  Congress.  Nor  were  they  encouraj^l  by  tlie  iii- 
aiigtiratiun  of  the  new  system  of  election evrijig.  Gullatiii's 
report,  in  May,  1802,  wue  the  Unit  of  those  misernble 
dot'uraertta,  which,  emanating  from  u  great  dejiartment  of 
the  goveramont,  served  only  as  a  cover  for  partisin 
attack.  To  tbia  open  assanit  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Wolcott  replied  for  tbe  Federalist*  with  great 
force  and  effect,' 

Meantime.  removaU  from  office  went  on  slowly  but 
Bteudiiy :  and  the  Federal  new^ptipei-a  and  public  meolingA 
began  to  attack  tim  Prt-Kideiit  on  tlitH  ])nint  with  bitt«)rnes9 
and  pensistence.'  Though  Jefferson  hiul  carried  resistance 
to  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  to  the  very  verge  of  secension^ 
he  was  too  absolute  a  party  chief  to  permit  new8i>aper 
assaults  which  he  deemed  injurious,  or  in  caKes  where  he 
could  reach  the  offender.  The  notorious  Callunder,  con- 
victed under  the  alien  and  scilition  law,  had  just  emerged 
from  prison.  His  faithful,  if  somewhat  dii'tv  een'iccs 
BCemeil  to  entitle  him  to  a  reward;  but  Jeffersitn  refused 
him  office,  and  gave  hini  only  fifty  dollars.  Callender 
thereupon  accused  Jefferson  of  assisting  him  In  the  prepa- 
ration and  publication  uf  the  "I'ronpect  before  U!<."  the 
scandalous  pamphlet  whose  authorship  had  caused  Callender 
to  languish  bo  many  montha  in  a  "  Federal  dungeon."  Jef- 
ferson denied  the  chiirge  in  print^^  and  promised  to  publish 
all  the  correspondence  between  himself  and  Cullender^ 
ulthough  chanicteriatically  enough  he  soon  after  said  that 
he  could  not  find  the  letters.  Callender,  however,  was 
more  careful  of   his  papere :   ho  not  only  found  all   Jef- 


1  "Addreea  u  to  the  Faiihful  Expendituru  of  Uvocy  iitwu  tntm  the 
Trauury,"  hj  Oliver  WolcuU,  1802. 
■  8w«bo»e.  i>.  320. 
•  Jeaencm'i  Worki,  IV.  444-140. 
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ferson's  letters,  but  lie  immeiliately  printed  them.  It  then 
uppe»red  tliut  JeiTerson  not  only  had  furuUhed  money  and 
iuronniitinii.  and  revised  tlie  proofs  for  the  seditious  libel, 
**The  Fmsiwut  before  u»,"  ^  but  that  he  had  afterwanls 
been  betrnyed  into  an  nngiiarded  denial  of  this  action. 
Calli'nder,  hia  revenge  still  iinsflted,  then  proceeded  to  nni^ 
rate  a  Keiies  of  disagreeable  and  scandalous  little  incidents 
connected  wilh  JefTersoirs  early  niiiom-a.  The  same  bound 
that  hnd  yelped  at  the  heels  of  Humilton  wnn  now  buying 
at  hh  own.  and  Jeffei-aon  secma  to  have  been  as  irritated 
and  displeased  as  was  his  great  rival.  Strong  measurps 
were  n»?ce»»»ry.  Geoi^e  H«y,  the  district  attorney  of  A'ir- 
ginia.  therefore  arrested  Callender,  and  stro've  to  treat  him 
a«  McKciin  had  treated  Cobbett,  seeking  to  put  him  in 
prison  until  lie  slioiihl  give  sufhoieiit  security  ihat  he  would 
publish  no  more  libels.  Public  opittion  in  a  communitv 
which  bad  lately  been  on  the  bi-ink  of  civil  war,  becauM 
of  the  alien  »nd  Ke<lition  acts,  was  hardly  ri|}e  for  t hie  pro* 
ceeding  against  Callender;  and  Hay  was  obliged  t«  desist. 
Jefferson's  ingenuity  is  well  illustrated  by  the  fuel  that, 
while  the  Federalists  had  been  obliged  to  pasB  stringent 
laws  in  their  efforts  tn  pnnish  UbeK  he  was  able  to  go 
quite  as  fur  in  tli«  same  dii-ection  without  paiutinj^  any  laws. 
What  the  law  failed  to  do,  however,  a  just,  and,  in  JefTi-r- 
Hon's  eyes,  a  nKwt  merciful  Pmviilonce  ilid  in  silencing 
Callender,  and  removing  him  by  drowning  from  the  scene 
of  hia  bibora.  lie  left,  however,  a  rich  legacy  of  scandul, 
which  the  oppowition  press  turned  to  account.  Just  xt 
thia  tim«,  also,  appeared  the  letter  which  Jefferson  had 
written  to  Thomas  Paine,  inviting  him  to  this  country,  and 
offering  him  a  piissage  m  a  vcsstd  of  the  United  States.' 
Paine  was  then  regarded  by  most  decent  pei-sons  as  tlw 
libeller  of  Washington,  the  active  enemy  of  ChrLstiauity, 

'  Tlirw  Ivttrni.  .*(■.,  wt*w  prinUiI  by  Ckllendrr,  ia  the  "  lUchmoad  B*- 
conlor."    S<-e  Htlilr«'ih,  V.  iit3-ib6. 
s  JeflenoB-i  Worki,  IV.  370. 
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nnd  the  foe  of  soeuil  onler  ami  the  rights  of  property.  To 
lionor  him  in  the  uanie  of  the  Uiiiletl  States  «pemt><l  to 
luauy,  theiufore,  a  etiirtliug  aiiil  woo  uiomttrous  prop- 
osition. 

I  have  nlhiilod  to  these  two  itioidenta  of  Caltender  and 
Paine,  simply  to  show  not  only  by  his  policy,  hut  by  liia 
vnrtniis  public  acln,  tlitf  light  in  \vhii.']i  Jt.'fT<erHoii  iiiuKt  nalu- 
rally  have  appeared  to  his  opponents,  in  judging  of  the 
position  atid  actions  of  tiw  Federal ifita,  it  is  iiii|}orlant  to 
kno%v  how  they  rt'gariled  the  head  and  single  etiilwdimerit 
of  the  Democratic  party.  And  to  judge  justly  that  or  any 
other  past  time,  or  to  weigh  fairly  the  motives  and  actions 
of  individuals  or  parties,  we  nuiat  romemV>er  that  they  did 
not  have  the  Htroug  illuminating  side-lights  by  whiub  pos- 
terity can  form  an  exact  opinion.  I  do  not  mean  to  justify 
or  defend  all  the  ojiiniona  of  the  Federalists  in  regard  to 
JefTcrson ;  but  I  do  wish  to  describe  their  opinions,  to  prove 
that  they  were  honest  oneii,  and  to  enumerate  the  faicLs  on 
which  these  opinions  were  based. 

Toivarvis  the  elose  of  tho  year  1802  caiue  the  firat  breath 
from  Kuropc  of  tho  storm  which  was  destined  to  end  in 
confusion  the  Presidential  career  now  in  such  prospei'ous 
ojieration.  News  arrived  that  Rona^mrte  projKxte^l  to 
take  possession  of  the  Missiwippi.  The  young  life  and 
ooramerce  of  the  South-west  were  threatened  with  extinc- 
tion, and  great  cnnimotion  and  alarm  euKued.  l.niii»ianaf 
therefore,  was  one  of  the  subjects  of  the  message,  which 
also  gave  an  outline  of  the  now  naval  policy  Intended  to 
replace  that  of  the  FederaliHts.  This  was  simply  to  build 
a  dr^'  duck  at  AVa»hiugtoii,  where  vessels  wuru  Lu  bu  laid 
up  and  roofed  over,  so  that  the  sun  might  not  warp  and 
crack  them;  and  tho  scheme  was  supplemented  by  tho 
first  suggestions  of  the  gun-boat  plan.  The  chief  interest 
of  the  session,  however,  wa.-!  the  Louisiana  matter.  The 
Federalists  at  once  demanded  information,  which  was  re- 
fused ;  and  then  offered  a  resolution,  asserting  the  right  of 
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the  peo])le  to  tlin  Mississippi,  wlii<:!i  was  votwl  down.  Tlio 
only  real  oi*  o^tcnsiblo  rtniuoii  for  litis  stillitig  process  was 
tlie  Presifleiit'R  wish.  While  mattera  were  in  tliis  etat^-, 
the  ferment  and  commotion  coiilinuftd  in  tliL-  Wpntern 
Stntf^on  Recount  of  the  SpAiu^h  ohstniction  of  navigation, 
and  the  refusal  of  a  pUico  of  duposit.  Mr.  Kotui.  therefore, 
broiif^ht  forward  a  Beries  of  rfsolutions  in  the  Senate,  by 
whieli  the  Frpsitlent  was  anthnriwd  to  seize  \ew  <,)rloan« 
as  a  phiop,  of  deposit  in  accordance  with  the  treaty,  and  to 
raise  fifty  thousand  men  for  carrj-iiig  this  resolution  into 
effect.  This  was  the  Federalist  [x>licy.  clear,  sharp,  dm- 
sivc  ;  but  there  were  two  fatjil  objiM'tiuns:  it  nii^ht  it-ail  lo 
war,  and,  more  awful  still,  it  intglit  lead  to  war  with  France. 
So  the  Federal  plan  was  voted  down,  and  the  whole  mutter 
intrusted  to  tJie  diseretion  of  tlie  I'l-esident ;  while,  in  pur- 
suance of  tlie  "M'ise  frugality  "  policy,  two  millions  were 
TOted  for  the  private  intercoui-se  fund.  Scarcely  ha^l  .refTcr- 
son's  policy  been  adopted  by  Congress,  when  news  came 
that  Monine  and  Livingston  had  pureliased  Lontsinua  for 
iifteen  million  dollars.  .TefFerson  and  his  jMirty  acceded  ;vl 
once  to  the  treaty.  Al]  the  magnificent  territon.  whirli 
was  thus  obtained,  was  at  that  time  terra  iiieoifnita.  .Jeffer- 
son only  knew  that  ho  had  bou^dit  peace  and  the  inoutli  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  in  Ins  eye«  IIh'hh  were  worth  any  price. 
In  such  an  opinion,  and  in  his  policy  on  this  piirticular 
point,  Jefferson  was  unquestionably  right;  but,  in  carn'- 
ing  out  his  ]>olicy,  he  violated  the  Constitution  with  an 
indifference  which  would  hare  bevn  Btrikiiig  in  any 
one^  liiit  which,  coating  from  a  strict  constructionist, 
wast  absolntely  api»a!Iiiig.  We  do  not  ner^d  to  go  fiirllifr 
than  Jeffereon's  own  letters,  to  find  the  most  convincing 
arguments  against  the  con»litutionalitT  of  the  Louisiana 
pnirliaHe.*  Some  faint  show  of  a  desire  to  amend  the 
Constitution  was  the  most  that  ever  came,  however,  from 
the  President's  vcr)-  correct  opinions.  Thus,  tlie  first  exun- 
>  S«c  aborp,  p.  <liM. 
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pie  was  given  of  both  the  will  and  desire  to  violate  the 
Constitution,  if  the  popular  feeling  would  sustain  the  execu- 
tive and  the  legislature  iu  so  doing;  and  in  this  fact  lies 
the  pernicious  and  crying  evil  of  the  Louisiana  purchase. 
It  was  the  first  lesson  which  taught  Americans  that  a 
numerical  majority  was  superior  to  the  Constitution,  was 
a  safe  protection  against  it  when  violated,  and  that,  when 
policy  proved  the  necessity  of  change,  it  was  easier  to  break 
than  to  legally  and  regularly  amend  the  provisions  of  our 
charter.  The  Federalist  opposition  on  the  ground  of  un- 
constitutionality was  strong,  and  their  position  impreg- 
nable ;  but  their  resistance  to  the  general  policy  was 
both  factious  and  unwise.  The  people  fully  appreciated 
the  immense  advantage  gained  by  the  control  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  they  asked  to  know  no  more. 

Tlie  acquisition  of  Louisiana  was  regarded  by  the  New 
Enghind  Federalists  at  the  seat  of  government,  and  by 
extreme  men  of  that  party  everywhere,  with  far  different 
feelings  from  those  which  governed  the  rest  of  the  people. 
The  leaders  in  Congress  saw  clearly  that  this  measure 
sealed  their  doom,  that  their  political  power  would  now 
be  finallv  destroyed,  and  the  principles  of  Democracy 
wholly  prevail.  They  saw  in  Louisiana  the  question  of 
life  or  death.  They  believed  that  these  new  and  fertile 
regions  would  draw  away  all  the  population  of  the  North- 
ern and  Eastern  States,  and  would  leave  themselves  beg- 
gars and  outcasts.  They  were  fully  aware  that  the  popular 
will  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  countrj-  was 
arrayed  against  them,  and  they  knew  of  but  one  method 
of  relief.  —  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  In  a  speech  in 
October,  1803,  Griswold  of  Connecticut  sounded  the  key- 
note, wlien  he  said  that  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  threat- 
ened a  subversion  of  the  Union ;  and,  as  they  saw  the  fatal 
measure  closing  in  upon  them,  the  Federalists  in  Washing- 
ton, stimulated  by  constant  and  embittering  opiwsition, 
turned  from  threats  to  definite  plans  of  separation.     They 
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dill  not  fear  the  meiwure  of  acquiriiig  Louisiaim  p^r  sr,  lint 
tJic  supremnoy  of  Democi-aey,  wliioli  wna  ita  meaning  to 
thfim.  They  saw  in  it  tlie  assurance  of  a  pcrjipmntion  of 
Jvffei-sonV  poMot  iuul  of  his  niuxiins,  iiiid  with  tlieir  o[iin- 
ions  of  bnth  tlie  nin.n  and  Iiis  principles,  tlivy  could  uoL  hut 
regard  their  indffiiiiti>  nseriidHney  with  unmixed  linrror. 
Two  other  meii-iiires  coinrided  with  tliiit  in\*oIving  ]>oin»iana 
to  Bpiir  them  on  to  the  last  resort  of  American  nppositinu. 
The  iiniendineut  to  the  CoTwtitution.  providing  for  the  sepa- 
rate election  of  Presidout  and  Vico-I'resident,  wa«  on  the 
|M»int  ijf  adnptir)!!.  The  FederaliHts  hud  ycare  befure  »ii|>- 
jKirted  this  same  nmL'tidment  iis  a  security  for  their  own 
tenure  of  power,  and  they  rightly  believed  that  it  was  now 
urged  with  a  like  purpose  hy  their  eneniieii.  This,  too, 
afforded  fiv»h  support  to  the  haled  supremacy  of  Denioo- 
nicy.  nnd  was  a  new  stimulus  to  their  Hpirit  of  des|>erHte 
iVHistaiice.  Far  worse  than  this,  in  their  eyes,  was  the  nt- 
tuck  on  the  judifiary.  hwide{l  hy  Gih«  iind  R«ndrd]ih.  In 
the  midst  of  the  sejmratist  schemes  of  ihe  Folernll^tls  cnme 
that  outrage  on  decenev  and  justice,  the  trial  and  uondem- 
uutlon  of  Judge  Pickering,  quickly  followed  by  the  resolve 
ordering  the  impeachment  of  Judgo  Chase.  The  prime 
moveru  in  thisalTiiii*  nuide  no  secret  of  their  fipinionst  that, 
the  judicial^  ouglit  to  ho  a  political  liody  removable  iit  will ; 
and  thfsp  Jiu peach mpntft  were,  as  they  openly  avowed,  but 
the  preliminaries  to  a  general  onslaught  upon  the  beuch.^ 
Ufueatli  the  uioulhiiigs  of  Ciiles  and  the  diatribes  of  linn* 
dul])Ii,  we  can  now  tleteet  something  elee.  which  was  not  theu 
perceived,  — the  feline  hostility  of  .Jefferson,  aiming  ut  the 
overthrow  of  Jfdui  Murshnll.  Such  a  spheine  as  this  nii^ht 
well  have  driven  to  deaperation  less  heate<l  and  less  deter- 
mined men  than  the  New  Kngland  Federalists  of  that  diiy. 
To  them  it  84?emod  nothing  less  than  the  destruction  of  the 
lust  liulwurk  which  sheUeitHl  their  liven,  their  liberty,  and 
<heir  pro|>erty  from  the  tyranny  of  a  mob. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  mind  and  such  the  circum- 
I  Svc  alwvtf,  p.  238;  nUu  l>iiir>-  uf  John  Quliii:]r  AiUnu.  1. 221. 
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stances  and  the  exciting  causes  at  the  period  of  the  sepa- 
ratist scheme  of  180S-4.  It  only  remains  to  define  the 
exact  nature  of  the  plan,  to  show  who  were  interested  in  it, 
and  to  determine  how  far  It  progressed,  in  order  to  meet 
John  Quincy  Adams's  first  point,  as  stated  at  the  beginning 
of  this  chapter.  Much  light  has  already  been  thrown  upon 
this  subject  by  the  "Life  of  Plumer,"  and  by  Hamilton's 
"Historj'  of  the  Republic  of  the  United  States;"  but  the 
letters  which  follow,  drawn  principally  from  the  Pickering 
MSS.,  leave  but  little  to  be  added.  The  letters  of  Gns- 
wold,  Tracy,  and  Hillhouse,  would  undoubtedly  throw  addi- 
tional light  on  the  subject ;  but,  though  our  knowledge  on 
this  point  may  in  future  be  amplified,  I  doubt  if  any  essen- 
tial change  in  it  can  be  produced. 

From  the  letters  already  printed  and  from  those  about  to 
be  given,  it  becomes  evident  that  the  scheme  originated 
and  was  worked  out  wholly  in  Washington,  by  the  Federal- 
ist members  of  Congress.  Their  aim  was  the  establisliment 
of  a  Northern  Confederacy,  to  include  the  New  Eugland 
States  and  New  York,  and  perhaps  Pennsylvania.  Colonel 
Pickering  seems  to  have  anticipated  the  ultimate  addition 
of  Canada,  but  I  cannot  find  that  this  view  was  entertained 
by  any  one  else.  The  theory  was  that  a  movement  of  this 
sort  must  come  from  the  States  interested  through  the 
medium  of  their  Legislatures.  This  was  the  whole  plan ; 
and  the  only  definite  step  actually  proposed  was  a  meet- 
ing of  leading  Federalists,  among  them  Hamilton,  to  be 
held  in  Boston  in  the  autumn  of  1804.  This  meeting  was 
to  be  for  consultation  ;  but  the  whole  business  had  come 
to  an  end  long  before  the  period  set  for  their  assemblage, 
and,  if  any  thing  further  had  been  needed,  the  death  of 
Hamilton,  which  deprived  them  of  their  great  leader,  was 
a  sufficient  obstacle.  But  disapprobation  had  effectually 
checked  even  pui-poses  of  mere  consultation.  The  only 
action  taken  was  by  the  Feileralists  in  Congress  writing  to 
their  leading  party  friends  in  the  different  States,  asking 
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(iM'ir  a<lvicf  ami  ur{;inf(  tliuin  to  jiimli  tlw  Kulifnie.  Tljc»e 
lifiiiciiially  »iiict*m(nl  in  ori^iimting  the  pinn  appear  to 
imve  l»en  Roger  GriBWolil  ami  Uriah  Tracy  of  Coiiiioct- 
iciit,  Coloni'l  I'ipkering  of  Ma.-5s:icliii3<*tts,  nii<l  Willijim 
Pliimer  of  Now  irii!ii|>shirL',  Hillliouao  and  tlie  otht;r 
F^lfrfiliHts  in  Con^ieM  sytn]tfttliix*'il  nii(l  ftbarcl  in  Uib 
plan  ill  li  gitiiter  or  !«»«  ik-gi-eo.  ( imwalii's  views  anil 
l*Imner'8  Imve  alrfa<ly  apjwaretl,  and  Colonel  I'ickeriitg'fi 
are  prinUHl  liorct  in  full. 

rnloncl  Pifkoring  addressed  liis  letters  on  the  subject 
tc  tlie  princi|>n]  Massachnwtt*  Federalists,  —  Kin^,  Ames, 
Calioti  and  I'arsnuif  aiiion^  tlie  iiuiuWr.  Tbe  upplicutioit 
was  wholly  unsuc(>eKsful.  Tlu*  piii'Ly  leaders  at  home  hail 
no  faith  in  the  sclu-ine.  and  believed  it  neither  necessary 
iior  advisalile.  Ilauiilton  wh«  bitterly  opposed  to  it.  In 
his  celohrnted  letter  to  Sedgwiclc»  written  just  before  his 
death,  he  says:  — 

"  I  will  hvn^.  <?x|ir*-)ts  iiiit.  one  nenlimftnl:  which  ia.  Umt  <li«in^m> 
l>eriii<-nt  of  our  cmjiir^  will  Ix*  a  clear  a*ci-i!ic«  of  jjreat  iMwitire 
a<]viininjr«!:s«  witlimit  any  cimiitt-rliiilAnr'hif;  gixxl:  aihiiiiiiftK^nci"  no 
rulttff  to  utir  real  tliwaw,  wliicli  U  «i«uocnt,cy  ;  tin*  poiiii.>u  of  which 
tVy  a  subr]ivi»ian  will  only  bv  lliv  uioru  coiiocntretl  iu  each  paritaurl 
ixini>i.'<]ii<>ully  llie  mure  virulcuU"^ 

These  views  find  an  eclio  in  the  letters  of  Mr.  Tabot, 
already  given.^    To  Colonel  Pickering  he  snys:  — 

*•  AI]  I  lie  evils  you  describe  and  many  more  are  to  l»e  appreliftiitled ; 
bul  I  preiitly  fear  Ihat  a  separation  would  Ite  DO  u-tut-iW,  inviKUt 
the  tourer  oj'  thrui  is  hi  the  i>afit!ail  t/tearitt  oj"  our  country  aati 
ill  ourtflivf.  A  iM.'i«u-»liori  iit  some  periofl  nolrery  remote  may 
proliftbly  take  jiIhco.  .  .  .  HV  nr^  (ffiHtrralir  tittutfrtlirr,  anil  \  boM 
fiemiH'i'iiry  in  iis  iinliinil  ojneratlou  to  be  (j  gtirrrumetU  uf  tin 
wnrtL" 

To  Kinp  Mr.  Cabot  wrote:  — 

"I  uiu  iwt  satisfied  tbat  llie  tbing  il«elf  is  to  lie  de^iirU.  My 
habitual  irtpiDiniis  have  hci^n  alwayo  strongly  again*!  it,  ami  (  dn 


■  Uanilllon's  Work*,  VL  SOSl 


<  Sm-  sboTc,  tip.  SI1,  345. 
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not  see  in  the  present  mismanagement  motives  for  changing  my 
opinion." 

Hamilton  and  Cabot  considered  the  wliole  scheme  im- 
practicable and  not  justified  by  necessity;  and  they  regai-ded 
it  in  the  then  state  of  public  affairs,  as  they  had  always 
before  deemed  it,  an  evil  in  itself.  In  these  views,  Ames, 
Parsons,  and  King  concurred.  Similar  opinions,  if  not 
quite  so  pronounced,  were  also  entertained  by  Mr.  Higgin- 
son  and  Mr.'Lyman,  to  whom  Colonel  Pickering  had  also 
written.  From  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Plumer  received 
letters  which  agree  entirely  in  opinion  with  those  of  the 
Massachusetts  and  New  York  Federalists.  Mr.  Adams's 
own  opinion  is  expressed  in  a  letter  to  Plumer,  whom  he 
was  not  disposed  to  visit  with  the  same  indiscriminate 
censure  which  he  displayed  towards  the  citizens  of  his 
native  State.  Mr.  Plumer's  subsequent  conversion  had 
unquestionably  much  to  do  with  tliis  unusual  mildness. 
Dec.  31,  1828,  Mr.  Adams  wrote  to  Mr.  Plumer:  — 

"  There  were  moments  of  weariness  and  disgtti^t  in  my  own  mind 
at  the  errors  and  vices  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  administration,  when  I 
ahnost  despaired  of  the  Union  myself.  That  it  affected  you  to  the 
extent  at  one  time  of  contemplating  with  favor  the  substitution  of 
another  and  more  compassable  system  of  coiife<leration,  can  be  no 
disparagement  to  your  uii(Icrstandii)g  or  your  heart."* 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  even  Mr.  Adams  himself,  when 
not  borne  away  by  a  torrent  of  personal  hatred,  could  re- 
gard with  calmness  the  schemes  for  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  and  deem  such  schemes  no  disparagement  to  either 
the  heads  or  hearts  of  their  projectors.  In  Connecticut 
alone  did  the  plan  seem  to  find  any  support,  and  even  there 
it  was  very  slight.  I  give  below  the  only  favorable  letter 
I  have  been  able  to  find  printed  or  unprinted.  In  short, 
the  reception  of  the  scheme  concocted  in  Washington  was 
crushed  by  the  leaders  of  the  party  elsewhere,  and  the  whole 
project  came  to  nothing.  The  men  who  nipped  this  plan  in 
the  bud  were  some  of  them  those  whom  Mr.  John  Quincy 

1  Life  of  William  Plumer,  p.  304. 
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AdiiniH  ttiipliedl}'  jwinbt  out  ns  its   pniu-ipiil   niilera   and 
abettors.' 

But  one  word  mroainn  to  be  iiaitl  before  coming  to  th« 
ori'jiiial  tloouuiuuts.  Tlie  tone  in  which  tht;  men  of  tliat 
dity  <iiscU8»i-il  tlie  [)ueslioii  of  n  dis»(iltittuit  uf  the  Union  is 
one  that  may  well  Btnrtlo  tbo  present  generation,  whiuh  baa 
paased  thrmigh  a  ^oat  civil  witr  in  behalf  of  the  Union,  and 
hm  Uiariied  to  consider  the  mei-e  mention  of  aeparatiou  aa 
the  bhickeift  treusou.  The  mea  wlio  wera  pFomineut  in 
1804  refjarded  a  separation  o£  the  States  with  no  sueb  feel- 
ing. It  \v:iK  a  tiiinpU*  impossibility  that  they  Hhould  di^  im. 
They  had  mo»t  of  ch4>m  arrivt'd  ut  nianhouil  Wfore  Union 
was  even  thought  of.  Tbc-y  had  passed  tlirough  the  period 
of  dissolution  under  tb*>  Confederacy.  They  liad  foi-niej 
our  present  Union  fraiu  pure  motives  of  policy,  and  Uiey 
regarded  separation  in  exactly  the  same  way.  The  indi- 
vidunltty  and  separate  existence  of  ttie  States  wi-re  quit*  as 
familiar  to  them  ha  the  e/ineep[i<ui  of  union,  and  the  senti- 
ment of  nationality  at  that  time  was  atiU  iit  its  infancy. 
They  had  looke^l  njwn  the  Uniuri.  when  it  waa  fonutnl,  ns 
an  e\perinii*nL ;  and  tbey  continued  to  ko  re<^ird  it.  Tbev 
looked  u|3on  it  as  an  arrangement  which  might  or  mif'ht  not 
euwtocd,  but  \vho«e  mnintennnce  was  a  mere  question  of  pol- 
icy. Nor  wjus  this  feeling  confined  toany  section  nor  to  anr 
party.  It  had  les^  strength  in  Xew  Rnglund  than  elsewhere, 
and  this  is  what  gives  to  the  sepamti.st  niove>ment«  in  New- 
England  a  jweuliar  iniportaiico  and  «ignificance.  But  the 
separatist  feeling  was  nnivenial,  and  broke  forth  at  various 


I  Ii  ifi  but  fnir  lo  my  llmi  )tr.  Adarns  nowticrr  nnmm  the  JntlUiiliwIi 

whom  hi'  HfcuHpil  of  piinli-'liiailon  tn  ilii*  Klicinr.  Hui  rb*  whole  k-iiur 
of  bis  puniplili't  |)wiiil»  irn-jUtilily  to  Ofnaia  men,  hin'luOinfC  Mr.  i'm\tot ;  and 
on  (Ilia  I  have  htuy.tl  tlip  «iai<'iiicnt  tti  tliv  lexl.  A*  I  think  I  harv  alMDa 
wild  wrn-  t'oiK^criii.-il  in  [lit/  jiliiti.  atxt  wiin  nppnoeil  Ami  Hvfvai<><J  it,  Air. 
AHams's  iniplii^lifm,  whrthf  r  jiwily  or  tinJUBllr  iiit(-r|in-i<:il  tij-  inr.  I«  of  no 
material  Icnponamv  o  tiK-  fnuif  nf  the  cute.  But,  if  I  I)hvo  nut  uii«Ufi<lpr 
•loud  Win  implioMlioii.  i(  nJiuwr*  ilie  wlmlmik-  and  iiicilacrimiiiKtr  siu|ik-MB 
villi  wh!i(rli  h«  inrluiU-il  hI)  nlilcc,  iiml  tli«  nL-4-il  of  cuuiiuti  in  ■L'Lt'pUiii  fall 
coni-1u«t()iti  h'l'ni'™"*'.  I'lwed  at  they  wfrf  (in  tiutilDi'teni  maieriat  and  di&-] 
Utcd  bf  the  biltcn-st  spiriL  of  persuuol  ind  political  boalUiif. 
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periods  before  1804  in  all  parts  of  tlie  country,  Tlie  mi- 
nority in  national  affairs,  if  they  felt  themselves  oppressed, 
turned  instinctively  to  the  govemmenta  to  which  they  had 
always  been  accustomed  to  look  for  protection  and  support. 
Thus  all  parties  and  all  leaders  during  the  first  twenty-five 
years  of  our  government,  when  defeated  and  as  they  believed 
oppressed,  looked  naturally  to  their  States  as  their  protec- 
tors, and  were  ready  to  take  the  ground  that  the  experiment 
had  failed,  and  that  it  would  he  wise  to  try  something  dif- 
ferent. Schemes  of  separation  therefore  were  treated  and 
discussed  as  any  extreme,  but  nevertheless  perfectly  conceiv- 
able question  of  mere  policy  would  be.  The  hard,  matter-of- 
fact  way,  in  which  men  seventy-five  years  ago  argued  about 
the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  a  dissolution  of  the 
[Jnion,  was  as  natural  and  proper  as  it  is  for  us  to  consider 
that  question  no  longer  an  open  one.  To  condemn  them 
for  the  tone  of  their  discussions  on  this  matter  would  be  as 
wholly  unjust  and  unreasonable  as  it  always  is  to  brand 
individuals  for  the  general  opinions  of  any  past  age  and 
society.  The  only  rule  here  as  in  any  similar  case  is  not 
to  try  men  by  an  abstract  standard  or  by  the  ideas  of  pos- 
terity, until  they  have  first  been  judged  according  to  the 
standards  and  the  ideas  of  the  age  in  which  they  lived. 


Pickering  to  Stephen  IIiooikson. 

CiTT  Of  Wabhiwotom,  Dec.  24,  1803. 
Mr  DEAR  Friend,  —  Although  the  end  of  all  our  Revolutionary 
labors  and  expectations  is  dlHappointment,  and  our  fond  hopes  of 
Republican  happiness  are  vanity,  and  the  real  patriots  of  '76 
are  overwhelmed  by  the  modern  pretenders  to  that  character,  I 
will  not  yet  despair.  I  will  rather  anticipate  a  new  confederacy, 
exempt  from  the  corrupt  and  corrupting  influence  and  oppression 
of  tlie  aristocratic  Democrats  of  the  South.  There  will  be  (and 
our  children  at  farthest  will  see  it)  a  separation.  The  white  and 
black  population  will  mark  the  boundary.^     The  British  provinces, 

'  This  prophecy  came  uncomfortahl/  near  Teriflcation. 
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ev<^n  with  tho  asMnt  of  Britain,  will  Ix^eoine  iiiraiber»  of  ili« 
Sorihvrn  eonj'ederaeg.  A  coiitiiiut-d  t^ntnii^r'  <>£  tlm  pntioiit  ruling 
itM^  will  [>r4'ri|>ilAl«  lliat  evi^ut.  Hit!  j>atieiK-e'  of  ^(X)d  ciliz&its  is 
now  itfuirly  i^xluiiiAteil.  Ry  open  violiitinns  and  prrteniltM  Amciid- 
mviiU,  iiwy  vsi  &hulti.-riiig  our  political  bark,  wJticli  willi  a  few 
more  simitar  rfpatra  miisl  fomuler.  Kfforts,  howc-ver,  »iA  laitil- 
abk'  otii-s,  ure,  mid  will  coDtiiuic  lo  lie  tiiick*  to  koe|i  lltu  timbers 
togellier.  Tlit;  tiioftt  (li^uii^tt^hd  you  wjll  fiii'I  in  Uiv  s[m>ccIi  of 
Mr.  Triify,  wliirli  I  enplos*^.  We  ha«  exliihilfnl  llif  «•  xrcllMiiry  of 
the  C'ntisiittiCion  ns  it  now  pn!Ma-ih<>H  t)u>  mmle  nf  el(Ttin<>  die 
I'nntid^nt  hii<1  Vio«-Pri'MiliMi[.  and  |iuiiitcii  oot  tiiv  |tenii<'iiiui(  tea> 
dciioy  of  lilt!  prii|»OHtHl  iimciKlmcDt.  .loliu  Taylor,'  (lie  (i<^1ialh  of 
tho  [Kiriy,  on  iliie  ([ue^liou  iittcmplod  lo  8U{>}>ort  Ute  anitrniltuvtit ; 
but  thn  fTtYnim)  wun  nnu-uiible,  ami  Ilia  8|ieech  cau  do  m-itiiiT  hiui 
nor  tliL'  caiui(;  any  honor.  T.  P. 

Tapm.vg  Rkbve  to  Ukiau  Tbact.' 

[Extrjivt  of  n  krilt-r  fruni  ■  fft'inli'iimn  of  4.lJ«El»ctluo  in  Cooiipoticnl  to  Ua 
frirml  lo  Ihi-  city  of  W«litiiKtoii.  .lalcd  Vvh.  7.  Il«l,|» 

'*  I  liitve  omittetl  annw(.>rin>r  your  Ivltcr  uiitil  this  timi>,  that  I 
niiglil  Icurii,  if  ](OH)^il>le.  the  sfiuiriieuts  of  others  ii|itiii  tin- hulijtf  t 
of  yotir  h-tti^r.  I  ^^liiiM  rrmrinUf  In  piir<iii(^  the  ^iil)ji-cl  with  all  tha 
imliiAtry  1  nm  vii|>:ilile  i>f  t!Xorei»iuji,  ami  will  wntti  to  you  af^xn  by 
the  mail  next  wevk.  Tbe  court  i«  now  siuing  at  Lilclifivld.*  Rud  I 
fihall  hnve  fiirthor  opiioriunitit*^  of  leandiig  thu  iteatJmfiiu  r>f  iullu. 
Oiitiul  pfople.  I  can  in>w  say  that  there  npTer  has  Iw-eii  hui'Ii  lui 
nlariii  esiiitcd  iu  ihfi  inimla  of  infonned  peoplo  as  at  llit-  pivwnt 
iiiomt'ikt.  It  DtL'tuA  to  he  a  vury  -j^cm-nil  t]]iiiiiiin  thai  turnif  mcihiMl 
oiUbt  bu  £i]Ihii  iijMjn  to  jii-imervti  ourselvt^n  from  tb:it  ruin  with  wbtcb 

'  ColoiK'l  .Irthn  THvlor,  VnilcO  Stiiit^s  .SciioTor  fruin  Virirtubi.  \it  wh 
the  in"»rT  lit  llie  iiulliHL'slUiii  rt-<rilutiiii»  of  ITflt^lTlfW,  in  il»?  Vlruini* 
llntiii.-  itf  IMoiiiitin.  At  tliU  |H'rioil,  lir  wna  %n  ■nlcnt  riiiuniiil,  and  wiiiit<) 
luivr«hrtmk  with  AliliorT^nt-c  fmin  iIk-  ei'ntlmenta  esitfiitwd  ia  llii*  lettvr. 
"  Miitato  nuiiiim-  (K>  Iv  talnilB  unrrniur." 

■■f  Till*  tcttiT  is  tnOorsfd  by  Ci>biiel  llekerlnit  "T.  R.  to  IT.  T.,"  unfl  Mr, 
OctuvTiie  ricki-riria  (.'orijefturo*  wiili  linliibliAblv  t-nmvtBrn  lliat  ibf  Int- 
lial*  Ninnil  Inr  llic  iiii)ii>->  whtc-li  I  ll•vl^  jilniiMt  hI  th«  1im<]  of  Dtb  rulrvi.'L 
Tapi^tiK  lt«'»e  wns  n  liistiniriiwlifd  liiwytr  niul  iwAp.-  in  CoiiiK-rlitTUt.  H« 
wircwiLxit  *i*i«r  fii  Aaron  Burr,  who  knt-u-  nf  thiit  nchrinp,  aiid  propiMnl, 
If  It  spt?m(.<d  prullmbl*?.  lL>  liikv  imrt  in  it.  8ri-  Life  uf  Plotnc'r.  niiit  tjuuil- 
lull'*  lliititry  of  llio  Itcpiiltllc  :  Dnvlii**  Life  nf  Burr. 

■  Till*  i*  Culntit^l  I'iolcfriiiti'n  <i>rri  Ui-ail-iuilo  to  tlw«*xtracC. 

*  litttifleli)  was  tile  home  uf  Taptiin^  llcvve. 
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we  are  threatened.  We  are  waiting  with  great  anxiety  to  learn  in 
what  manner  the  amendment  will  be  treated  by  Massachusetts.  I 
have  seen  many  of  our  friends;  and  all  that  I  have  seen,  and  most 
that  I  have  heard  from,  believe  that  we  must  separate,  and  that 
tliis  is  the  most  favorable  moment.  The  dilficulty  is,  how  is  this 
to  be  accomplished  ?  I  have  heard  of  only  three  gentlemen,  as 
yet,  vAio  appear  undecided  upon  this  subject.     Among  these  is 

.     He  is  sufficiently  alarmed,  but  afraid  that  the  country  is 

not  prepared.     I  believe  that  some  proper  step  must  be  taken 

before  there  will  be  that  preparedness  that  he  wishes.     Mr. , 

I  believe,  retains  a  great  degree  of  apathy.  The  other  gen- 
tleman's opinion  is,  I  believe,  governed  in  some  measure  by  Mr. 

.'     But  a  settled  determination  that  this  must  be  done  has 

taken  fast  hold  of  some  minds,  where  you  would  expect  more 
timidity.  It  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  those  with  whom  I  have 
conversed  that  two  things  must  be  done  with  a  view  to  accom- 
plish the  desired  object,  —  one  by  you  gentlemen  of  Congress,  and 
the  other  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  States.  We  believe,  in  the 
present  state  of  alarm  and  anxiety  among  Fe<leralists,  that  if  you 
gentlemen  at  Congress  will  corae  out  with  a  bold  address  to  your 
constituents,  taking  a  view  of  what  has  been  done  under  tlie  pres- 
ent adniiuistration,  with  glowing  comments  on  the  ruinous  tenden- 
cies of  the  measures,  and  if  this  should  be  done  before  the  sitting 
of  our  Legislature,  or  rather  the  election  of  the  members  thereof, 
that  this  will  produce  all  that  preparedness  that  is  wanted.  I 
know  that  it  will  animate  the  body  of  the  people  beyond  any  other 
possible  method,  and  give  a  death-wound  to  the  progress  of  Democ- 
racy in  this  part  of  the  country.  That  this  ought  to  be  followed 
up  by  the  Legislatures  by  such  declarations  as  may  have  the 
strongest  tendency  to  secure  the  object  aimed  at.  In  what  manner 
this  separation  is  to  be  accomplished  is  to  me  wholly  in  the  dark, 
unless  the  amendment  is  adopted  by  three-fourths  of  the  Legisla- 
tures, and  rejected  by  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  and  Connect- 
icut, upon  the  last  ground  taken  by  Delaware.^  In  such  case,  I 
can  see  a  foundation  laid." 

I  Thoitc  blanks  ure  all  in  the  original. 

*  Note  by  Colonel  Pickoring.  "  That  the  amendment*  had  not  constitu- 
tionally paused  the  two  IIouHes  of  Congresa  ;  that  is,  by  two-thirds  of  the 
entire  Dumber  com{K>iting  the  rcBiiective  IIouscb." 


•  Thl*  aineti jmeiit  had  evidently  from  Colonel  Pickpring'ti  vpeefhen  and  lelters 
been  iiileDtled  ss  the  ground  od  wfaioh  thoie  who  planned  the  sepamlioa  wished 
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PlCKKRIMO   TO   ThKOUORK   LtMAX.* 

Cur  or  Wawuhotosi,  Feb.  II.  ISW. 
DE,kK  Sm.  —  The  conduct  of  our  rulers  remin<li<  uie  of  your 
c«rly  prcttirtioDf,  oocra)  I  beliovo  with  Mr.  JL-fTfi-soirii  iuHti]{unl 
gpeecli.  The  public  debt,  indeed,  U  not  nnitibiluiotl ;  hui  in  all 
olbcr  ihiiijiK  (hey  btive,  I  suspect,  turpas^e^l  your  nppn'bLiisious. 
The  r«>tnova]s  from  office  hare  Itpon  ^Afliin).  not  to  abm-k  Um  public 
uiiud.  Wbcii  tbv  RtiiisiuioUM  prwluwil  by  tbv  ]K)]t[ical  ileiitb  of  one 
diistmgui«b».fl  Fedfrali*l  are  Muiit^^l,  niioiber  vk-lim  is  Iwl  to  tins 
alMr  i  with  ths  sain«  view,  nunovnln  and  ap|Kiiritnienl8  are  no 
longer  omile  public.  Tlie  cbaiuges  which  take  place  an  but  very 
piutiiLlly  kitotvn, — ^tbnt  ia,  only  by  tlio  neighbors  of  the  iiirlmrluals 
rej*pec[ivc?!y. —  while  thecomtounity  at  larpe  U  kept  in  iguorau<rcof 
tli«  accuinulatfd  evil.  The  violalioii  of  lliv  Cunstitiitiun,  though 
not  corainenL'ed,  yet  moat  rcmarkablo  in  overthrowing  the  judi- 
ciary, in  becoming  h»bituiil.  Tlie  jmlgoB  of  the  Kujirfitic  Court 
are  all  t\*iWnili«l»(.  They  fLiud  in  tb«  way  uf  rhe  ruling  [Kpwvr. 
Itft  satolHlcs  also  vriiih  to  occupy  thoir  placM.  The  jiid^s,  there- 
fore, are,  if  pn-wiW«,  to  bo  reinovi^d.  Thoir  judlHal  opinions,  if  at 
ell  (jHcslionabk*.  lliuuj^h  m«^fl  ermrs  of  jtif}rfmml,  are  interpreted 
into  rrimrt,  and  Lo  be  giuuudx  of  iiupcaebuieiiL.  And.  if  thesa 
kIiouM  fail,  they  are  to  be  rt'uuived.  by  iJie  Presidtut,  on  the 
h-preaentations  of  the  two  Iloiise*  of  Congrew.  At  least,  this  i» 
tliu  doctriiiL-  uf  Juhn  Ituudolph,  the  lender  of  iHrruocrucy  in  the 
lIouHe  of  lloprenenlativeit.*  lie  s»Y*  ihnt  tho  (irovisitMi  in  the 
Constitution,  that  tlie  jud^ci*  idioiild  hold  their  offic4?!<  during  gooJ 
hehacivr,  was  intended  Ifl  guard  thctn  against  the  exfcntivf  aiont, 
and  not  by  luiy  meanii  to  control  the  power  of  Conijre**.  ou  ivJioM 
reprt«i?nljUliHi  H<;atti4t  tbo  jud;;es  the  FreniiWnl  i^huuld  remove 
tlieui.  Sueli  H  rt-iiiuv;i]  uE  Hoaie  would,  i>r  at  Ie:i«t  oughl  Ui,  urm- 
bIod  the  resignation  nf  all  thti  rvBL  For  as  upright  men,  feeling 
fur  cbeir  own  dignity  and  ri;:ht»,  Iiow  couli!  they  wu*o«l  to  JtoW 
tliuir  uiriccB  Ht  tliu  will  and  |>]cuMiro  of  Kuch  rulcra? 

^  Hr  Lyman  wa«  connecleil  hTniArriago  wilh  ColonpllHckering.kU  wife 
1jiithi(i  tiwn  Itiv  l«lti-r'»  fnvrtrlli-'  nhix.  Mi«  T-vdlii  WilUMii*. 
»  In  mnflrnmlion  of  IhU.  WH-  Hii!h<irltU-ii  tiU'd  ahoTO.  p.  IW. 


tnnink*  t)ip!r!uiip.  SlmriV  hrlnrr  llicar  Irlli-tKHfuniliiiKthc  Irnili'nat  liam<i,rnIiMwI 
rirkrrinj;  had  <lu-[i«iclied  to  all  pans  ti  tho  muuiry  IvKsn  iovfijitiioii  sNalaM  tkte 
aiiii'niliiii'nt,  to|;L-il)iT  wiib  cupio  ul  thu  sjieijcbea  whkli  bad  been  oiai*  in  tt^f^ 
•lUtm  to  U  tai  CvngivH. 
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The  removal  of  good  men  from  office,  and  the  appointment  of 
some  of  the  worst  in  their  places,  have  a  pernicious  efifect  on  the 
public  morals.  Depravity  is  the  surest  road  to  preferment,  while 
virtue  and  integrity  are  objects  of  virulent  persecution.  Hence, 
the  open  apostasy  of  many,  before  of  decent  character,  but  without 
stability  to  resist  temptation.  The  removal  of  the  present  judges, 
and  the  appointment  of  unprincipled  successors,  will  complete  the 
catastrophe.  The  men  of  stem,  inflexible  virtue,  who  dare  expose 
and  resist  the  public  corruption,  will  be  the  first  victims  ;  and  the 
best  portion  of  the  community,  already  humbled,  will  be  trodden 
under  foot. 

And  must  we  submit  to  these  evils  ?  Is  there  no  remedy  ?  Is 
there  not  yet  remaining  in  New  England  virtue  and  spirit  enough, 
if  a  suitable  occasion  offer,  to  resist  the  torrent?  The  most  intel- 
ligent of  the  Federalists  here  have  been  reflecting  on  this  subject 
with  the  dee^wst  concern.  Massachusetts,  as  the  most  powerful, 
tliey  say,  should  take  the  lead.  At  the  word  from  her,  Connecticut 
would  instantly  join.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  New  Hampshire. 
Rhode  Island  would  follow,  of  necessity.  There  would  probably 
be  no  great  difficulty  in  bringing  in  Vermont.  But  New  York 
should  also  concur  ;  and.  as  she  might  be  made  the  centre  of  the 
Northern  Union,  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  she  would  refuse 
her  assent.  New  Jersey  would  assuredly  become  an  associate ; 
and  it  is  to  be  wished  that  Pennsylvania,  at  least  east  of  the  Sus- 
quehannah,  might  be  induced  to  come  into  the  confederacy.  At 
no  distant  period,  the  British  Provinces  on  the  north  and  north- 
east would  probably  become  a  part  of  the  Northern  Union.  I 
think  Great  Britain  would  not  object ;  for  she  would  continue  to 
derive  from  them,  when  become  States,  all  the  commercial  advan- 
tages they  would  yield  if  continued  her  provinces,  without  the 
expense  of  governing  and  defending  them. 

While  thus  contemplating  the  only  means  of  maintaining  our 
ancient  institutions  in  morals  and  religion  and  our  equal  rights,  we 
wish  no  ill  to  the  Southern  States,  and  those  naturally  connected 
with  them.  The  public  debts  might  be  equitably  apportioned 
between  the  new  confederacies,  and  a  separation  somewhere  about 
the  line  almve  suggested  would  divide  the  different  characters  of 
the  existing  Union,  The  manners  of  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
States  would  I>e  sufficiently  congenial  to  form  a  nnion,  and  their 
interests  are  alike  intimately  connected  with  agriculture  and  com- 
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mtrcc.  A  frieiiilly  ami  coranierfiMl  inU'reonrStf  ttouIiI  Ijp  lunin- 
tiitiKMl  with  tliii  Stati-s  til  clxt  Hiiitht'rn  (»iifi.-iJ'«nK'y,  a»  at  |in-M;nt. 
Tim*  all  the  H(lvn,ii(ii<;<-j*  ivliirli  hav«  Itofii  fur  h  ft-w  j'i»iii>'  <lf[ifiiil- 
iiig  nil  till'  jrpiiemi  ITnion  would  Ik>  (Yintiiiiied  to  Un  reHp«-cttV((  por- 
tions williuut  tlie  jealouciefi  awl  viiuiJtit'B  vchich  now  nfflict  both, 
ami  whif-^  ptHMliiirly  cinUitkT  tlie  coiHlitinn  of  tliat  of  tli**  X<irl]i. 
It  is  not  unusual  for  two  fricpds,  whcu  diba^K-vin);  aliont  thv  nioiia 
of  eonrjimliuj;  n  common  cotiriiru,  to  (M*pariite,  nnJ  niiiniige  «Bch  iu 
hi«  own  war  his  *e|iiinite  itittfrc^t,  and  ihcreliy  prewrve  »  xt%c.M 
fnemUltip,  uLicli  witliout  aiieh  eeparvlioo  would  infallJlily  be 
dc5l  povf-d. 

If  even  the  Nuw  England  Stal<»  alone  were  Agn^xl  in  the  lint 
Ut»Uuic«,  would  there  be  any  dillicullr  in  miikitig  (niiik  and  open 
pmpnsition  for  a  HCporntion,  ou  the  priiid|ile8  above  sii^gprttcd  't 

Tlie  Xurtlimn  Slates  have  nittiuDg  to  louuterrall  the  powvr  aad 
influL-nL'L-  ari&iug  fmio  llu;  tifjiro  rcpresfiitatiun.  nor  will  thoy  ever 
rLHX'ivij  an  t-tguivuluut.  This  ulotiu  is  vi  ude({uulu  ground  to  de- 
mand a  seiKiruliiiii.  The  only  pnti-lintl  fipiivalent  i»  a  ditfcl  tAs, 
whiHi  will  qdC  Iw  mnortt^d  to  until  all  other  ini>»ns  nw  exIiiiiHtt-il; 
and  in  the  mean  tiii»!  we  snfler  uil  ibe  mi%eliief»  whieli  Huw  Iroiii  an 
uneqiuil  rf[irY'wntaiion. 

Several  di»LinguiitIicd  nicii  are  tnrning  tliH  iiltention  of  their 
Kastern  friRnds  Co  the  considernlion  of  tins  subjuct;  and  it  being 
of  tlio  higtir?st  iinportanc<v  and  n-quiriu;^  the  nio^t  serious  rc6eo- 
tiuiu,  1  luive  thought  it  right  to  prctent  it  lo  you. 

Wilh  the  gr«Ale*t  regard  and  oetecm,  I  am,  &c         X.  P. 


ThEODOBE   LTMAS  to  FlCKCRtNO. 

Ik.»Tox,  Fch.  2fl.  1804. 
DcAB  Slu,  —  I  have  carefully  and  with  mucli  solirimde  ]wnwe«i 
the  c/^intnunii'iitionfl  rt'CPivwl  in  your  letter.  There  are  few  ntnong 
my  uiV|HuiiilnncD  with  whom  I  couid  on  tlmt  snlijcct  freely  run- 
rentn;  l1ieri>  may  be  more  ready  than  I  am  aware  of,  and  thai  »n 
kept  li;»«k  Milder  an  imi)reasion  that  thL\v  are  nior**  »ingiiliir  in  their 
opiuiuu  thuLU  ihey  n.'a1ly  are.  I'utient  wailing  with  pnident  man- 
agement, by  givinj*  opjiortimity,  when  It  occurs,  of  oxpreMing 
senEiinentit,  »eemH  lo  he  Uir  only  means  to  ascertaiu  the  opinion  of 
gentlemen  whose  pniiWnce,  discretion,  and  {jooil  jndgni'ent  nn*  to  W 
relied  on.     Many  judicious  and  discerning  men  muRl  see  Uiat  ooe 
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encroachnaent  after  another  on  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
Constitution  lessens  its  solidity.  Clearly  perceiving  the  danger, 
they  may  yet  feel  at  a  loss  how  to  counteract  a  system  of  proceed- 
hig  which  they  are  sure  will  ultimately  destroy  it,  without  endan- 
gering the  peace  and  safety  of  their  country.  There  is,  besides,  a 
large  claRS  of  valuable  men.  whose  business  takes  up  the  principal 
part  of  their  attention,  and  who  scarcely  ever  cast  their  eye  toward 
the  political  horizon  of  their  country ;  and  they  of  course  do  not 
perceive  the  cloud  that  is  gathering  around  it.  Being  themselves 
honest  and  true  lovers  of  good  government,  they  are  ready  to  be- 
lieve, if  not  at  least  to  hope,  that  all  are  like  unto  themselves. 
These  good  people  cannot  be  made  to  look  up  until  the  cloud  shall 
have  so  much  thickened  that  their  prospects  are  darken^,  and  to 
feel  their  security  is  in  danger.  That  such  is  the  state  of  things 
may  be  to  be  regretted;  but,  if  the  picture  is  truly  drawn,  must 
not  the  remedy  that  is  to  be  applied  be  in  conformity  thereto? 

How  the  project  of  an  adjustment,^  as  has  been  suggested,  would 
suit  the  dominant  party,  is  problematical.  Men  seldom  are  content 
to  stop  at  any  stage  of  power;  and,  possessing  it  so  completely  as 
they  now  do,  is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  any  proposition 
founded  on  reason,  and  that  would  in  its  tendency  promote  the 
united  interest  of  the  whole  nation,  —  is  it  natural,  or  can  it  scarcely 
be  hoped,  that  it  would  be  well  received  ? 

You  know  full  well  my  sentiments,  and  will  believe  me  ready  at 
all  times,  in  any  way  that  is  in  my  power,  to  do  those  things  which 
in  their  tendency  shall  promote  the  interest  of  my  country. 

Faithfully  yours,  Theodore  Lyhan. 

Pickering  to  Kino. 

City  or  Wabhinoton,  March  4, 1804. 
Dear  Sir,  —  I  am  disgusted  with  the  men  who  now  rule,  and 
with  their  measures.  At  some  manifestations  of  their  malignancy, 
1  am  shocked.  The  cowardly  wretch  at  their  head,  while,  like 
a  Parisian  revolution  try  monster,  prating  about  humanity,  would 
feel  an  infernal  pleasvire  in  the  utter  destruction  of  his  opponents. 
We  have  too  long  witnessed  his  general  turpitnrte,  his  cruel  re- 
movals of  faithful  oflicers,  and  the  substitution  of  corruption  and 
looseness  for  integ/ity  and  worth.    We  have  now  before  the  Senate 

1  Thi>  refers  to  tae  taxation  of  slaves  on  the  gn^ound  of  representation. 
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%  nomination  of  Sfeirivreather  Jodi-s.  of  RiobmanH.  editor  of  tha 
"ExArtiinLT,"  t  paper  dovotod  lo  Jeffoi-floo  and  JuoolHiii^tu  ;  uiid 
he  is  DOW  to  be  rewnrfltxi.  Air.  Hopkins,  coiamitt^ioncr  of  litans, 
a  inuo  of  propertr  nml  iiitej^rity,  is  to  )fivf>  n>niii  for  U>i»  <Ii>iie«. 
The  coniruisHionLT  may  havtt  al  auvu  tliiriy  tlioijMiiid  ilnllars  in  liis 
Imii'ln  lo  |my  tlin  public  (.'reiliturH  in  Vir|,'iiiia.  l\v  ik  rL'i]uiri3<l  by 
Iiiw  lo  gi\p  bond*  only  in  n  sum  from  lUe  to  t**n  [honsiin']  atullun; 
and  Joiips'e  rbnrarrer  in  m  nolorioiiJ^ljr  Ind  Uiat  we  have  satlsfae- 
lory  eTideiice  ho  could  not  now  gpt  credit  at  any  store  in  Itich- 
moud  for  a  B«lt  of  elothos!  Vol  I  am  i&v  from  thinkinp-  if  Ihw 
evidence  should  bo  Inid  before  ttit;  Seuiite.  lliat  Iiih  nutiiinatMn 
will  be  nfjTiilired !  1  am  iben^fore  roady  to  Miy,  "  Come  onl  fnini 
among  thura.  and  In  ye  Be{iaru(€!.**  Oimtption  ts  the  object  and 
iiifttriuuvnt  ot  the  cluef.  and  the  tendency  of  lii»  udmiiiistmliuR.  for 
the  ]iiiriioM<>  of  maintftinln^  liiiiitieir  in  power  und  tbt:  aocomfilinh- 
ment  of  his  iufldel  and  visionary  schemes.  Tlie  comijii  portion  of 
the  pcoplw  are  ibt-  agents  of  his  misrule.  Corruption  i«  ih^  r««»m- 
inendiitiun  l«  oHlct;,  mid  mjiny  of  maao  |m*:ti'ii«ion!)  to  rharacter,  but 
too  f'*idtle  trj  m»i«t  (■■Tn)>littiitii.  K-'.-om»r  npoi^tatt;!.  Virtue  and  worlh 
are  his  enemiea,  and  llierefore  be  wonld  overvfbi^lm  tbem.  Tlie 
oolliuon  of  Pemornils  in  vniir  State  ppomises  some  amendmcDt: 
Ibe  adminiKtration  of  yniir  government  cannot  well  be  wor»e. 

ITie  FediLTuiiBt*  ht-re  in  gcnt-ral  anxioii^ly  duire  the  et^fAiou  of 
Mr.  Diirr  to  the  chair  of  New  York,  for  tboy  dci-puir  of  a  preaeitt 
aMTendain-y  of  the  Fodoral  party.  Mr.  Uurr  alone,  we  Lbink,  can 
break  your  Domo<;raliti  |ihahitix;  and  we  antidpnie  much  |!00d 
from  his  nuect-w.  Were  New  York  detacbi?d  (as  under  hit  admio- 
istratioD  It  would  l»e)  from  tbe  Virginiiin  iitnuetifc,  the  nliolc 
Union  would  be  bciit-filed.  Jeff^Tson  would  then  W  forced  10 
obKer%'e  Koitie  caution  and  forbearance  in  his  mi^n-tun-a.  And,  if  a 
separation  should  be  deemtMl  proper,  Ltiu  five  Nuw  England  Staleji, 
Kew  York,  und  Xew  Jvnvy  would  iiatundly  be  united.  Amonf 
Ihofte  seven  Siale-s  there  is  a  snflicicnt  ron^eniality  of  diar> 
acter  lo  authorize  the  expcLiatiuu  of  pnicticable  harmony  and  ■ 
permanent  uuion,  New  York  the  centre.  Without  a  fteparation. 
can  Lboso  States  ever  rid  them«elv«8  of  iicgra  PrMidcutA  ami 
negro  Congrestee,  and  irgniii  Ibeir  just  weight  in  the  polttiral 
bftlanre?  At  thia  moment,  the  ttlave«  nf  Ibe  Afiddle  atnl  Sontbr-m 
Statoa  have  jlt^tiuii  ruprftHentalivea  in  Congrins,  and  they  w3l 
appoint  ibiit  number  of  electoni  of  the  next   I'tvsident  and  Vict."- 
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Prrsiilpnt;  anrl  tlie  nutnlwr  of  slare-i  is  rantinunlly  itirrpasing. 
You  untkc  tbU  vvil.  But  Trill  tliu  sIhw  Stak-s  vver  renounce  ihe 
advuntAge  ?  As  popnintion  is  in  fnct  no  rule  of  uiuitioii.  ilii;  nc-^ro 
repreeeoiauon  ought  to  be  given  up.  I£  refused.  It  would  bo  a 
•trong  gronnci  for  separjitioi),  though  perhaps  an  earlier  utnuiioii 
mj»y  pr<iw:nt  lo  iiw:lar«  it.  Kow  many  loilian  wars,  pxcitcil  liy  the 
Hvitlity  uf  the  Wir»teni  ttnd  Southern  SlutcH  fur  Indiau  huids.  ehiJI 
we  hsvc  to  eniMmnter,  and  who  will  pay  the  milh'oUR  to  support 
thorn?  The  Atluntic  StitUrs.  Vft  the  first  moment  we  our&clrcR 
Q«e(t  aMislanco.  and  call  on  the  Western  Staleii  for  tujcc«,  thty  wiU 
doplarr  off.  nr  nt  any  rate  rpfiise  lo  obey  the  ciill.  K<.-iitiieky. 
uffuoliiully  n>siHt«l  tliu  eullectioa  of  thu  excise;  and  of  chi'  tliiriy- 
ftev«n  tltousiuul  dollanf'  tWrwA  tjix  KueMed  upoo  her  »o  many  year» 

■agOr  she  hiui  pnid  only  four  thotiannd  dollurs,  imd  probulily  will 
Br  pay  ihe  residue.  In  tlie  menu  time,  we  are  iiiatnuinicig 
their  representative*  in  CnngresH  for  l^mv.  ;  nitii;  »*.  who  «tn-i^ly  nin 
much  Iwlter  (•uvuru  ouraelvL'B.  WhL-uevcr  lUi;  Western  Stiiies  de- 
tach then)«elves,  thny  will  take  LuiilHiauiL  witb  them.  Jn  Uiirty 
ytATt,  (he  white  popuktion  on  tJi.  Wi  h-rn  waltrs  will  etpml  that 
of  the  tfairtesn  S(at«H  when  iht-y  <l<  -I  <[<■{  them»r.'Iv(.-fi  independeiil 
o(  Great  Britain.  On  the  cenm-  "i  1 7'iif,  Keulueky  was  entitled 
to  two  roprcsuntativM;  under  tlua  ut  I'SUD,  hIio  hiu  six. 

I  do  not  koow  one  nfitciittg  NoV'Anglinu  who  in  not  OQxiouA 
for  the  OHKAT  EVEXT  at  which  T  have  glanfed.  They  feiir,  ihey 
dnad  the  effects  of  the  corruptiuii  so  rupldly  extending ;  and  tlmt, 

■  jjt  ■  decisive  step  bn  long  delarvil.  it  will  be  in  vain  to  attempt  iU 
If  there  be  no  imprttper  deUy.  we  have  not  any  doubt  but  that  tho 
great  measure  may  be  taken,  without  the  Binullest  hazard  to  private 
property  or  the/iuWiV;  funds,  the  revenues  of  the  Northern  Slatpa 
l)eing  eciuul  to  their  portion  of  tli'C  public  dubt,  luuving  that  for 
Louisiaita  on  those  who  incarred  it. 

BelieTB  me  ever  faitlifuny  yoan,  T.  P. 


The  faeitlty  with  wfaieh  we  hare  seen  an  coientiaJ  change  in  the 
Constitution  proposed  and  genendly  lulopted  will  pcrhapA  rcmore 
your  scruples  about  projK-fitig  what  you  intimate  respecting  negro 
repreiieDtitTinn.  But  I  begin  to  doubt  whetltnr  that  or  any  other 
change  we  e»nld  prnpuee,  with  a  chance  of  adoption,  would  lie  worth 
the  brenth,  paper,  and  ink  which  would  be  expended  iu  the  acqui- 
sition. 

SO 
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ElXO  TO  PlCKEBIXO. 

New  roBK.  Martfb  0.  IWH. 
Dear  Sm,  — T  hxTV  duly  received,  anrl  heg  ymi  Ui  awept  my 
acknowledgmenU  Eor,  yoar  It^tters  of  ihe  3(1  and  ith  instanU  Tlie 
views  which  ibcy  disc!i>a6  ought  to  lix  the  uttcntion  of  the  real 
friends  of  liberty  on  this  qiiArcer  of  (he  L'nioti,  uikI  the  more  so 
as  things  eeem  (o  Ih:  fu^t  itdvuiiviiig  tu  u  cns'vi.  To  save  the  po«tt 
I  oin  do  little  more  than  aelcnowliHlge  (lie  receipt  of  your  letten. 
By  tlie  mail  of  to-tnnrrow  or  Motidiiy,  I  will  wiid  you  it  ui[>y  of 
my  duflpHtcli  to  the  Secretary  of  State  respecting  the  effort  I  tua<l« 
to  conclude  a  convention  conconiing  e^amcn.*  .  .  . 

BoFcs  Kua. 

Pickering  to  Theodork  Ltmax. 

CiTT  or  U'jutDiHOTOM.  Mirch  14. 1801. 

"Pfar  Sir.  —  T  have  rpceive^l  your  letter  of  the  '29lh  iiiu  Con- 
sidcmg  your  txtnnectioa  with  a  certain  cousin  of  youTH,  I  tliongiit 
it  possible  that  you  might  deem  it  proiier  to  start  the  idea  to  him, 
I  had  writtL'ii  to  G,  Cnhiit  on  the  ssune  fiiibjcet.  He  hait  comtuu* 
uieiitud  luy  letter  lo  TheophiluH  Parrons.  S.  lIiggio»on.  nn<J  Mr. 
Amejt:  they  thiiik  the  measure  premature,  while  lliey  deplore  the 
exii^ting  evils  iiml  our  fnlure  prospect*.  'File  idea  suggested  fur  your 
conKidi>ratioi]  is  cerlaJtily  extending,  in  Conu<:?clirnt  •.■«pe<'ially ;  anil 
it  begins  lo  be  entcrlaint-d  in  New  York,  The  clioraeler  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  virulent  CHntoniant*  in  that  State,  with  the  de^rliuing 
of  Chancellor  Lansing  lo  be  the  candidate  for  governor,  will  rastly 
aid  Blr.  Burr's  pn^ietiHions,  and  from  the  iiitclligeuce  we  have 
here  we  expect  that  Mr.  Jturr  will  be  elected.  Tins  will  break 
the  DcmoerAtic  phulftiix  of  that  Stat^>.  nnd  proj>arc  the  way  for  tlu 
contemplated  event.  Mr.  BiLrr's  ndminttitrntion  will  be  more  Itbeiml 
thaii  that  of  the  Cliiitoniiui  or  of  tlie  general  govommenl. 

A's  for  Llie  ('nnstilution,  'tis  more  piii>er.  to  be  foldwl  into  any 
nhape  to  suit  the  views  of  the  tlomin;iLL  [mrty.  Little  regard  i« 
UmI  in  deciding  polilieal  (pie^tions  lo  it  or  to  justice ;  aiid  a  great 
pRTt  of  the  pnblic  meapures  have  a  l>earing  on  polities,  being  cal- 
culated to  depress  the  Federalists  and  to  increase  the  power  and 

'  Tlie  Idler  goes  on  from  lliU  polni,  detp!ie  Ifae  hwle  necoMary  lo  urt 
thp  pfl«t,  for  three  closely  written  page*,  on  the  subject  of  our  fon'i|pi  polbT 
nnd  imprvsGUicnt. 
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tDfla«nce  of  their  opponents.  Wb  have  this  dajr,  upon  nn  trx 
parte  h(«rin<;.  iind  ngain^l.  the  testimnnips  of  mAny  rt'spfciiilile 
men  of  the  insanity  of  Judge  Pickering,  (listrici  jutlge  of  New 
IlampfthiK.  adjuilgt^  him  giiilt^'  of  high  crimt-s  and  mis<ieinc.inont, 
and  scat4!nnod  him  la  be  removed  from  (»ihce.  JuvLice  shouM 
hav4>  prexidt^il  nt  lhii«  IriH),  but  wiis  not  ftdmittpi];  nor  will  she 
af^in  find  a  place  in  thr  court  of  iropnadimcnt-  The  demon 
of  party  governed  the  decisiou.  All  who  cDodemned  were  JcfTur* 
ttoniaiiK,  and  all  who  pn>nouiJced  the  avcuNLs]  nut  ]|^illy  were 
Fedcratlsl«.  Some  m(.>4ubcr»  retired,  without  giving  aiiT  vote. 
I  am  told  that  tlie  "Aurora"  has  published  that  Sir.  Haqi^jr 
was  heard  in  defence  of  Judge  Pickering,  bat  'lit  false.  He 
was  permitted  to  read  a  petition  from  Judge  Pickering's  son. 
wtlJHg  forlh  Ilia  father's  ioMoity  and  utter  irmbiliiy  of  body  to 
npppar  in  person  to  Twad  his  depositions,  10  prove  the  suggestions 
in  the  petition,  and  to  enforce  the  prayer  of  ii  lliat  the  cause  might 
be  postponed.  But  Mr.  Harper  explicitly  stated  thai  he  did  noi 
appear  for  Judgo  Pirkcriug,  but  merely  iw  hi«  son's  friend,  aiid 
die  frieihd  of  Uie  court,  to  present  uk]  support  tht;  wiggwtioas  in 
his  son's  pctilioti, 

I  am  this  moment  informed  that  the  IToa«e  of  Representatives 
have  re8olve«l  to  impeach  Judge  Cha^e.  You  may  ci>ncliifle  lie 
trill  be  condemned.  If  a  considL-rahlf;  mnjority  of  the  ItouKC  urt^re 
to  nu|ien<:li  uny  man  iti  the  t'uiietl  StateH,  he  wuuld  by  ihi;  SuumCu 
be  found  jjuilly  ;  beeanw  there  t^onld  be  no  dmjbt  tbiit  tlie-Me  nieiiit- 
urea  nriginate  with  the  admiuiatration,  are  mafle  questions  oJ  ptirty, 
and  thttrefore  at  all  events  to  be  carried  into  effect  according  to 
tlie  Irishes  of  the  prime  mover.  There  will,  to  tx.'  sure.  l>e  some 
Hretchiiig  of  eon^ience.  If  several  of  the  aeiiniorK  were  left  to  de- 
ci<le  the  question*  indiriJuttlti/,  their  consdenees  wtiuld  give  w«y ; 
but,  when  a  nnmlter  of  ooniwiencea  nre  joined  tu^elher,  they  will  hejir 
much  roujjh  usiige  without  beinjj  runt.  Judge  Chase  will  not  be 
brought  lo  \\\n  trial  this  seuiion,  for  we  hope  to  tuljoum  in  two 
weekM.  Disgusted  and  utiocked  with  the  proeeedingi*  of  the  nding 
sect,  f  long  to  get  away  from  such  scenes  of  political  profligacy  ami 
injustice.  I  have  just  now  heard  mentioned  the  means  used  to 
obtiiin  the  asseut  of  Itbode  Island  tu  tlii^  alieratitju  of  the  Constitu- 
tion relative  lo  the  choice  of  Pri>ii!ent  and  Vke-Prenidenl.  The 
proriigale  mlera  of  that  profligate  State,  it  in  &nid  (and  I  bpliete 
truly),  agreed    to   adopt   the    amendment,  provided    the    Federal 
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(iffii-ierB  ill  llie  Slalf.  f«i"'i--i«IIy  ihe  c<"lI«rtor»  of  the  eciKroim,  wc 
iviiKiveil,  nnd  that  Jiiffurfiim  protniMi j  ti)  remove  tbem.  This  hoi 
ev«r.  will  uot  be  done  uutil  Coiifin?^-  rites-  He  iii  load  of  rvmor- 
iiig  itnd  ap^iointing  in  the  rer^-v;.  TUft  niiiruge  Ik^torip*  «n  oM 
i-tnry  before  U  U  neoesBory  tu  tiouunnie  the  same  men  to  the 
Senate. 

Under  tnch  a  man,  and  with  tho  tUL>Aiis  \i6  posaesMia  aiul  ran 
commiuid.  comi|iliou  will   L-uiitiuuu  to  luukt;  rajiid   jirogn-^ss.  %\i 
fiDwer  wilt  Iw  Uircwii  into  the*  hii[iil«  c>f  hi«  {iiirljr  in  all   the  St 
anil  the   Federalisln  nill  ciirau  llw  i\uy  which  dutachi^l  llit^m  frooil 
the  milder  guvernm«iit  of  tlie  mother  country. 

Siidi  is  the  fnio  whi<-h  awaits  iii,  &n<)  we  Bhall  live  Ia  mw  it; 
Tea.  the  next  Pi'eMdrnlirtl  ttrni  will  not  elnp«e  before  whst  U  uovr 
artti^-Ipatfd  will  !>*•  vt- rifi^d.  One  or  two  MsiraU  or  RnltpHjiii'rrM  in 
I'jich  bninrh  of  tho  Li'giidiLtiirt>,  wiili  half  a  iloxcn  hanh'iic*!  nruiriwa 
Kwly  to  TO-opwute.  a  greater  number  o£  Imif-modBnilif*,  another 
portioD  of  gaping  expeclanui  of  office,  another  of  iho  ignoranlj 
nnd  UDdinceniin};.  nitb  the  many  timid  characters,  will  conslitiiie 
liirije  majority,  up  to  any  meJisiirt  which  tho  revcngo,  the  nialice, 
the  aiubllion,  or,  rapiicJty  of  the  leader*  bhall  propose  h  will  tie 
enough  to  render  every  such  memure  popular  to  deeJ&re  its  ubjfict 
tu  bi'  to  frii.«h  aristocracy  and  monarchy,  and  to  secure  lllterty  and 
Kf|itihliriiiiinm. 

Aii'1  Hrt-iiiir  giKKl  i-itJx4?n8HodevoCeil  to  ihfir  privato  punuita  tliat 
they  will  nut  nlloir  themi>elveH  time  to  look  up  aihI  see  the  ^^iheritig 
cloud?  Will  nothing  roune  them  but  il«  thunder,  or  strike  ibeir 
eyes  save  the  lightning  bursting  from  it«  bosom? 

I  am,  indeed,  i^ick  at  heart  lo  see  of  our  RevoluLionar7  tAtls^ 
dangers,  and   )>iifffriii};N,  nuch  a  rRi>ult.  nnd   in  tlie   sliort  space  oE 
twenty  yenrs  I     "  A  t-irtnout  and  eniit/htenrd  people  I "     The  e«r  ill 
wounded  by  prostitution  of  thu«e  epitln^le.     And  is  our  caw  realljj 
hiiijelvsb?     I  hflve  little  to  lose,  except  life,  nnd  that,  verging  to] 
tln'eeecr>re  years,  h  not  worth  much;  yet  I  would   fain   die  in 
p«ttce,  or,  if  thai  ]je  denied,  perioh  in  the  hope  of  leaving  it  aa 
inherilimce  to  my  chihlren.  under  a  free  goveroment,  etitabli»hed  an 
surer  foiinditiiunH  th:Lu  that  which  oidy  fifteeu  years  agii  we  eat-^ 
braceil  wiih  so  itnn-h  jinlitr.     The  exfierienred  errorn  of  the  latter 
might,  one  wonid    hope,   lie    remedierl    under  a   Northern    con- 
fi-ileracy.     Are  stability,  justice,  and  tranquillity  iuoompaliUtt;  with 
Reiiublicanism? 
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You  have  mistaken,  or  I  did  not  clearly  express  my  meaning 
with  regard  to  an  adjustment.  That  must  be  a  subsequent  meas- 
ure. If  the  States  I  mentioned  were  united,  the  rest  would  not 
dare  to  lift  a  finger  against  them.  After  the  confederacy  of  the 
former  should  be  fixed,  the  terms  of  intercourse  with  the  others 
and  the  distribution  of  exiating  burdens  would  be  agreed  on. 

I  remain,  my  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours,  T.  P. 


Stephen  Higginson  to  Pickerixo. 

Mahch  17, 1804. 

Dear  Sir, —  I  have  seen  your  letters  to  Mr.  Cabot  and  Mr. 
Lyman  on  the  question  of  separation,  which  is  a  very  delicate  and 
important  one,  considered  in  the  abstract.  "We  all  agree  there  can 
be  no  doubt  of  its  being  desirable ;  but  of  the  expediency  of 
attempting  it,  or  discussing  it  now  at  this  moment,  we  all  very 
much  doubt.  It  is  dangerous  to  continue  imder  the  Virginia 
system  ;  but  how  to  extricate  ourselves  at  present  we  see  not,  and, 
if  we  remain  long  together,  we  shall  be  bound  with  so  many  liga- 
tures it  will  require  great  efforts  to  get  extricated,  and,  in  the 
present  state  of  the  public  mind,  even  here  no  attempt  can  be 
excited.  It  would  indeed  be  very  unpopular  to  suggest  the  idea  of 
its  being  either  expedient  or  necessary.  It  is  impossible  to  alarm, 
much  less  to  convince,  a  large  portion  of  the  Federal  party  here  of 
their  dunger.  A  small  part  only  of  those  called  Federal,  and  who 
in  common  cases  usually  go  with  us,  are  sound  in  their  opinions, 
and  willing  to  look  into  their  real  situation.  Many  even  of  our 
own  party  have  as  much  yet  to  unlearn  as  to  learn.  They  have 
yet  much  of  the  Democratic  taint  about  them  ;  and,  with  tliis  non- 
sense in  their  brains  and  the  influence  of  a  former  great  man^  and 
his  friends,  who  will  seize  every  occasion  to  keep  up  a  division 
in  the  Federal  party  here,  we  should  be  put  into  the  background, 
were  we  to  make  that  question  Uie  subject  of  free  conversation. 
As,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  it  would  be  imprudent  even  to 
discuss  the  question,  we  must  wait  the  effects  of  still  greater  out- 
rage and  insult  from  those  in  power  before  we  prepare  for  the  only 
measure  which  can  save  the  New  England  States  from  the  snares 
of  Virginia. 

Democracy  is  rising,  and  will  increase  in  this  State.     Our  elec- 
'  Ex-Fresident  John  Adams. 
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tions  may  this  year  give  mb  a  majority  in  both  houses,  and  Governor 
Strong;  but,  without  some  favorable  events,  the  Democrats  will 
succeed  another  year,  and  we  shall  be  revolutionized,  and  the  other 
States  will  follow.  Such  is  my  view  of  our  situation :  it  is  the 
natural  effects  of  existing  causes,  which  will  produce  the  change  I 
contemplate,  and  I  see  do  means  in  oar  power  to  control  their 
operation.  But  as  we  may  at  times  check,  perhaps  modify  and 
often  mitigate,  by  a  vigilant  and  steady  opposition,  the  effects  of 
revolutionary  measures,  and  give  ourselves  the  chance  of  the 
chapter  of  accidents  for  a  longer  period  of  time,  I  am  for  remaining 
at  our  posts,  ready  to  seize  every  favorable  event  and  to  keep  the 
robin  alive  as  long  as  we  can. 

AVishing  as  much  success  and  happiness  as  can  attend  yon,  I  am 
very  truly  yours,  &c,  S.  Higginson. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

1804-1816. 
New  EDgland  Federalism  and  the  Hartford  ConTentlon. 

The  Bettlement  of  the  Louisiana  question  concluded  the 
most  important  political  transaction  of  1804.  In  the  spring 
of  that  year,  Mr.  Jefferson  overcame  his  scruples  ^  in  regard 
to  a  re-election,  and  accepted  the  nomination  o£  his  party 
caucus  for  a  second  term. 

The  same  year  was  made  memorable  also  by  the  closing 
scenes  in  the  life  of  the  President's  great  opponent.  Just 
before  the  renomination  of  the  former,  Hamilton,  not  less 
illustrious  at  the  bar  than  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  had 
fixed  the  attention  of  the  country  by  his  celebrated  defence 
of  the  liberty  of  the  press  in  the  Croswell  case.  A  few 
short  months,  and  all  these  talents,  all  this  genius,  were 
hurried  to  a  premature  grave  by  the  hand  of  Aaron  Burr. 
The  news  of  the  terrible  tragedy  enacted  that  quiet  sum- 
mer morning,  on  the  beautiful  banks  of  the  Hudson,  spread 
fast  and  far.  The  whole  country,  forgetting  for  the  moment 
party  hatred,  mourned  the  untimely  death  of  one  of  her 
greatest  men;  while  the  Federalists  were  for  the  moment 
crushed  by  the  unexpected  blow.  In  Hamilton,  they  lost 
their  greatest  leader,  the  only  man  who  had  the  power  and 
the  will  to  form  them  to  new  issues,  and  lead  them  again  to 
success.  By  his  death,  Federalism  received  a  check  from 
which  it  never  recovered,  except  in  New  England ;  and  only 
unforeseen  events  renewed  its  strength  there.  Colonel  Pick- 
ering's letters,  at  the  opening  of  the  next  session,  show  plainly 

1  JefferaoD'a  Works,  n.  330,  381;  lU.  15. 
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that  the  material  prnaperity  of  the  country  during  Jeffitp- 
Bon's  tirst  term,  the  death  of  Hamilton,  and  the  ill-jud^-J 
resistance  of  the  FedemlUr«  to  tlie  imrchase  of  Louisiana. 
had  done  their  work.  \VUeu  MasBachiwetts  8«ut  Demo- 
cratic eleuUifB  to  rute  for  JelTerson,  the  eiid  was  near  at 
hand,  the  Democratic  tide  wsls  almost  at  itslieight;  nud  the 
dissolution  and  ro-foiination  of  parties  eould  not  have  been 
far  distant.  Colonel  Pickering  writes  sadly  of  the  decay 
of  party  spirit,  and  tlm  absonco  of  jtarty  feeling  in  Con- 
gress. Had  it  not  been  for  Europe  and  Jefferson's  forei^ 
policy,  the  era  of  good  feeling,  the  break-up  of  the  old 
parties  and  the  development  of  new  r>ms&,  wouUl  ha%'e  come 
in  1805  insteiid  of  in  1815.  But  it  Mras  destined  to  be 
otherwise :  and  the  country  at  tliat  very  momt^nt  was  on 
the  verge  of  the  mo$t  bitter  and,  in  some  respects,  the  aor- 
rlest  pulitictU  strife  which  our  tuiuals  have  to  show. 

The  first  signs  of  trouble  were  visible  at  the  opening  o\ 
the  session  of  180-1-5.  The  renewal  of  war  in  Europe 
bad  brought  with  it  a  revival  of  impreasments  from  our 
T6as«la;  and  the  country  was  rudely  awakenwl  from  it» 
tranquillity  to  »  sense  that  storms  were  brewing,  and  thtit 
"  wise  frugality  "  had  left  a  maritime  people  not  only  witli- 
out  a  navy,  but  destitute  even  of  cannon  or  fitrtilieatiuna 
with  which  to  guard  their  far-reaching  sea-board  and  de- 
fencele.'W  to'svns.  The  President,  however,  was  fully  pre- 
pared for  the  emet^ncy.  A  farther  curtailment  of  tlie 
navy  appropriation  was  of  eom-so  obviously  prupt-r;  but  tlie 
protection  of  the  coast  had  tu  be  provided  for,  luid  the  lack 
of  fortifications  eupptied.  With  these  lost  objects,  aj>pro- 
priationti  were  nuule  for  buililiti^  tw<>nly-(ive  gun^lwatSf 
which  were  to  be  housed,  and  put  in  the  water  only  wh«B 
the  stress  of  w^r  was  actually  u[ion  us ;  and  a  sufficient  naab 
ber  of  cannon  mounted  on  wheels  were  to  be  in  readiness  to 
meet  on  attack  at  auy  point,  and  thus  supply  the  need  oE' 
permanent  fortA.  By  this  simple  device,  exiH-nsive  and 
immovable  furtili cations  at  all  the  ports  would  be  avoided; 
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while  tnvvelling  fortifications  would  always  be  on  liarul  to 
be  trmullL-iI  from  one  harbor  to  ancthor,  in  order  to  meet 
the  euemy  wl]erev«r  he  appeared.  In  this  way,  money  was 
saved ;  and  ut  tlie  same  tiiuu  Ibe  couutry  and  the  flag  wer« 
protected. 

The  cliief  intoreat  of  the  soBsion,  however,  centred  in  a 
domestic  question,  the  impeachment  and  trial  of  Judge 
ChaA6.  Hwre  tlie  Federalists  gained  a  docutive  victory,  and 
one  whose  importance  it  is  now  ditlicuLt  to  appreciate.  By 
their  otTorts,  Jiid^  Chase  was  acquitted,  the  judiciary  wa* 
Baveil,  and  ita  indepemlence  protected.  At  tliis  timis  too, 
the  split,  wliicli  hoxl  been  anticipated  by  the  tVderalisIa, 
betweuii  the  radical  and  conservative  nhimenti  of  the  Demo- 
eiatic  party,  began  to  show  itself.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
^^haA  there  were  many  men  with  just  wit  enough  to  lie  fas* 
olDnte4  by  JetTerson''s  theories,  but  wholly  devoid  of  bis 
tact,  prudence,  and  address,  whose  designs  fid!  little  sliort 
of  a  eomplete  nsvolntion  in  our  government.  'V\m  faction 
suffered  a  severe  defeat  by  the  acquittal  of  Chase,  and 
were  Bupprestfed  and  broken  down  by  Jefferson,  but  still 
they  were  not  idle  elsewhere.  Pion'ejwnt  Edwards's  Demo* 
cratia  coaveotion  in  Connecticut,  and  the  furious  partisan 
attempts  rx>  alter  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  showed 
the  existence  and  activity  of  a  very  dangerous  and  extreme 
party.  Hail  not  other  events  inten'ened,  our  [mlitics  miglit 
have  turned  at  this  point  into  channels  very  different  from 
those  actually  taken. 

The  famous  Knglish  admiralty  decinions'  were  known 
here  early  in  18'>5,  and  produced  a  storm  of  indignation  in 
all  our  commoruiiil  cities  wliosy  interusts  were  most  nearly 
affected.  Not  only  were  we  in  trouble  with  England,  but 
our  diiEculties  with  Spain  began  to  iLssume  a  thn-atening 
appearance.  Once  more  the  Prosident  proved  himself  equal 
to  the  occasion.  At  the  ojwning  of  Congress  in  the  autiunn, 
more  gun-br>ats  were  advised  in  the  message ;  and  money 
was  required  for  seci-et  object*.  Jefferson  wished  to  have 
'  S«o  ftbuve,  p.  311. 


4o8 


LIPB   AXD   LETTERS  OF  GEORGE  CABOT.    |1J<04-1S. 


tlie  Mediterranean  funtl,  formerly  used  to  buy  off  pirates,  put 
into  his  hands,  and  no  qunations  asked  as  to  the  |Hir|iose  to 
\vhi<'Ii  it  was  iipplied.  A  rtisiiliilion  in  tronformity  with  this 
plan  mis  accordingly  introduced  in  the  Boase  by  one  of  the 
President's  adiiorenta.  Information  was  d«raaiided  by  the 
oppasitifiii  as  to  the  use  for  wliicli  this  money  wiw  iuteudyl, 
but  tho  ''  secret  visliBs  "  of  the  Prefiideot  was  the  only  reply 
vouijlmafed.  In  a  sjwism  of  self-reajwct,  the  Houko.  while 
th4^y  voted  the  appropriation  with  their  usual  oliwliencet 
refused  to  rniae  it  under  cover  of  duties  for  the  Mediterra- 
nean fund,  although  subsequently,  by  »  trick  which  it  i« 
unnecessary  to  explain  here,  Jeffersou  succeeded  in  carry- 
ing his  point,  and  in  getting  passt^fiaion  of  the  money  in  tlie 
fonn  of  the  fund.  His  object  was  the  very  simple  one  of 
paying  France  to  keep  Spain  in  check.*  He  had,  already 
eYhibil<:!d  hin  tenderness  to  those  nntions  by  refusing  our 
merchants  permission  to  arm  and  protect  themselves  against 
the  piralicul  cruisers  iu  the  West  India  Islands;  but  his  re- 
gard for  the  I^atin  races  was  still  more  severely  tested,  at  this 

time,  by  the  insults  which  the  Spanish  minister  Yrujobeape^^^f 
upon  us.  Not  even  the  actual  invasion  of  our  territory  by 
Spaniui-iU  seemed  to  Jefferson  cause  for  prompt  fesist^uice. 
But  while  planning  to  subdue  some  hostile  nations  by  the 
gentle  arts  of  purchase,  and  by  turning  to  their  assaihtnts  tho 
still  iinsrnitt^^n  clu-i^k  for  further  blows,  our  government,  in 
other  directions,  was  both  sensitive  and  even  aggressive,  and 
at  once  retaliated  the  Kngliwh  admiralty  decisions  by  the 
non-importation  act,  the  first  of  that  dismal  series  of  commer- 
cial i-estrictiou9  for  which  we  were  indebte<l  to  another  of 
JelTtM'son's  many  theories.  The  Federalists  opposed  this 
whole  policy,  on  the  ground  that  the  trade  affected  by  the 
liritish  decisions  was  not  a  legitimate  trade,  but  the  growth 
of  the  European  troubles;  and  they  contende*!  that  non- 
importation was  a  measure  which  could  lead  only  to  ^var» 

>  Si'f  Annul*  nf  CoriKn-M,  llVW^,  IBOlI.  pp.  MfWmM,  Dflwle-  on  Sjualth] 
Affsin.    CbinpAK  JdStTtoa,  Work*,  IV.  687,  and  V.  tT.  lOi,  181. 
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and  to  a  war  in  dHfoncR  of  an  illpgwl  tnule.  Jt-fferson, 
however,  was  not  neglectful  of  other  weapons.  One  liun- 
dreJ  anJ  fifty  thoiuand  dollai-it  wa»  voted  in  order  to  for- 
tify all  our  harbors,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  tbouHUid 
doilars  for  buiidiiig  more  gun-boats.  Nothing  wan  done 
for  the  army,  but  the  navy  waa  attended  to.  No  appro- 
priation was  made  to  repair  some  of  the  frigates  which  had 
been  laid  up ;  but  they  were  sold,  and  thus  turned  to  good 
account.  The  frames,  too,  of  certain  ships  of  the  line  were 
utilized  by  being  cut  op  for  the  gun-boats.  At  the  same 
tiin«,  the  numbera  of  tliH  seanwn  werw  limlteil,  no  that  only 
enough  were  provided  to  man  three  frigates.  The  strong 
poeiition  acquired  by  theiie  mea^ureii  may  be  apprei?iatf^t 
by  the  action  of  our  gnveniment  in  the  Peirce  afTnir. 
Peirce,  the  captain  of  an  American  vessel,  was  killed  near 
New  York  Harbor  by  a  cannon-shot  from  a  British  cruiser ; 
and,  allliougli  Jt^fTevson  bad  just  aimed  a  blow  by  the  non- 
importation act  at  the  cominei*cial  supremacy  of  Great 
Britain,  he  was  both  unwilling  aud  unable  to  retaliate,  or 
even,  to  dii^play  any  indignation  for  the  death  of  Feirce. 
The  only  notice  taken  of  the  affair  was  to  send  a  copy  of 
the  act,  providing  for  our  naval  jwaco  eetablifthment,  to  the 
Now  York  council,  who  had  called  upon  the  national  govern- 
ment for  defence,  ami  to  publish  a  prncliuimtion  ordering 
the  offending  cniiser  to  leave  our  waters.  Thus,  by  these 
missives,  a  sense  of  our  ability  to  enforce  the  demands 
of  the  proclamation  was  conveyed  both  to  us  and  to  thu 
English.  No  evidence  remains  to  show  whether  the  British 
cnnser  departed  after  this  pitiable  disiJJay  of  weakness  on 
the  part  of  our  government. 

Scarcely  had  the  President  succeeded  in  securing  the 
Mediterranean  fund,  when  it  became  known  that  Talley- 
rand threatened  war,  unless  wo  abandoned  our  commerce 
with  Havti.  This  menace.  convey«l  through  tlie  medium 
of  Turrean,  the  Krencb  minister,  produced  the  desired  effect; 
and  an  act  of  Congress,  in  conformity  with  the  desires  of 


460 


I.IFK   AND   I.HTTKRg   OF  GEORGE    CABOT.     flfiOWfi. 


the  Pre^Jent,  forbade  the  ubuoxioue  traile.  The  adminis- 
tration was  ready  to  quari'el  witli  tlie  ^pneat«5t  maritiniQ 
jK>wer  in  the  world,  the  only  one  that  could  do  us  esdcnliiU 
injury,  becanse  certain  doubtful  comtnercinl  rights  had 
been  infringed  ;  while  another  branch  of  trade  was  readily 
prohibited  in  deff^rence  to  tbt*  threats  of  Franco.  The 
coutraftt  botne^u  the  policies  pureucd  ton'Hnls  the  two  bel- 
ligerenta  ia,  in  this  inBtiine**,  sutliciBntly  sirikinfj;. 

Ditfieultiea,  in<leo<I,  thickened  rapidly  about  the  Presi- 
dent's pAth,  as  our  afftiirn  drifbi^d  off  into  tlie  stormy  nea 
of  European  politlc-s.  llefore  trsiring  tliPir  confused  and 
iutricule  coui-xe,  it  will  he  of  adviintuge  to  pause  for  a  mo- 
ment* in  order  to  consider  the  relative  positions  of  political 
poi'lies  and  tho  principles  by  which  ench  profe«»ird  to  Iw 
actuated.  Tfie  foreign  policy  of  the  FederallHts  had  been 
one  of  their  greatest  merita,  and  was  Bimply  that  of  a  strong 
neutrality,  now  become  traditional  as  the  "Monroe  doc- 
trine." Jeffersoirn  theory  was  to  keep  peace,  at  all  hazartlt; 
to  involve  the  country  in  no  forei^'n  connections,  and  yei 
at  the  same  time,  witli  marvellous  inconsistency,  to  aid 
Franco  and  hijurc  England  to  the  utmost  extent.  To 
depre.<i!i  the  latter  and  exalt  tJie  former,  without  engaging 
in  actual  war,  were  the  Biim  and  subatance  of  Jefforson's 
tactics.  When  this  w:ut  fimt  attempted,  at  (he  period  of 
the  (Tenet  difficulties,  the  immediate  result  waa  the  baneful 
division  of  our  people  into  a  French  party  and  an  Engli&b 
party,  instoad  of  into  two  Ameritmn  [wrties.  The  wu 
of  Waahington  and  the  clear  judgment  of  Adams  ateered^ 
m  through  these  first  troubles,  and  the  position  of  a  strong 
neutrality  was  preserved.  During  Jefferson's  lii-et  term, 
foreign  pnliticadid  notdiiiturb  us;  hut  they  came  again  into 
prominence  in  1803.  In  the  mter\*al,  great  changea  bad 
been  wrought  in  Europe.  France  no  longer  fought  under 
even  the  hollow  pretence  of  republicanism,  but  solelv  to 
advance  the  hungry  ambition  of  one  man.  England,  in  th« 
words  of  John  Handolph,  waa  doing  battle  for  the  liberties 
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of  mankind,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  civilized  sopipty, 
wliidi  niiH  the  npinion  pritertjiiiii^I  l>y  the  FeilcraWnt^ 
That  thia  view  was  in  genei-al  correct,  few  penionR  at 
thiii  day  wonld  care  to  deny ;  but  Jeffemon,  unluckily, 
thouiflit  differently. 

Mr.  John  Quiucy  Aduniit — in  tLe  pamphlet  so  often 
referred  to  Iiere  —  takes  tlie  ground  that  Jufferson  had 
no  partiality  for  Napoleon.  Thia  may  bo  perfectly  true. 
He  may,  perhaps,  have  had  no  love  for  Bonaparte,  individ- 
ually; V»ut  he  nevertheless  shaped  his  course  in  conformity 
with  his  old  theory  of  aupijortiiig  France  a^jaiust  L^ng^hind. 
His  adnilratiou  for  the  French  and  his  hatred  of  England 
were,  moreover,  powerfully  aiiJed  by  htB  abject  fear  of  the 
power  of  the  modem  Ca»ar.  The  practical  reasons  for  his 
]»olicy  are  easily  discerned.  Jefferson  relied  on  the  popular 
feeling  against  England  an  a  principal  HUp[K>rt  to  his  politi- 
cal dupi-emacy,  and  his  «  priori  theories  coincided  fully  with 
wlmt  he  knew  to  be  for  liiii  own  iutere»t«.  The  destruction 
of  the  navy  had  deprived  our  neutrality  of  any  strength  ib 
might  have  poaseasod;  and  Jefferson  now  destroyed  neutral- 
ity itself,  by  putting  the  cmintrj-  afl  far  as  he  could,  without 
actually  engaging  in  war,  upon  the  side  of  Bonaparte.  One 
immediate  result  waa  to  <lrive  hi«  ojtpniieutH  into  an  ex- 
treme support  of  Ureat  Uritaiu.  The  Federalists  had  seen 
their  naval  policy  overthrown,  and  now  they  beheld  the 
coimtrj'  with  all  ita  vast  and  ilefenrelesa  commerce  launched 
upon  a  series  of  measures  which  must  in  the  end  lead  to 
war.  Jefferson  was  unquestionably  sincere  in  his  desire  for 
]>euce  at  all  risk*,  and  the  Federalists  nnderstootl  this  fact 
perfectly ;  hut  they  nevertheless  believed  that  his  meas- 
ures made  the  presenatiun  of  peace  ultimately  impossible. 
Strongly  attached  as  they  were  to  the  commercial  inter- 
ests, they  dreaded  war  with  any  power,  but  they  utterly  ab- 
horred the  thought  of  a  conflict  with  the  one  nation  which 
seemed  to  them  the  champion  of  the  liberties  of  mankind 
and  the  indei>eudenco  of  neutral  nations.     They  feared  a 
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neceuary  and  a  jiist  war  as  little  as  any  one;  but  Ihey 
were  bitterly  oppa*oil  to  a  itoVxvy  that  supjHirtu<l   the  in- 
tereata  ot  a  gigajitiu  tlesjmtiam,  and  furthered  Bchcraee  of 
Corsican  brigaiulnpe.  in  which  nations  were  the  viclimst 
and   tnyi'iiids  of  soldinrs  tlm  robbers.     There  is  no  need  of 
supposing,  with  Colonel  dickering,  that  .lefferaon  was  the 
minion  and  hireling  of  Bonaparte.     Tliis  was  the  exn^^j^r- 
ated  chargo  of  a  heatcil  and  hitler  piirtisnn.     Itiit  nothing 
can  be  clearer  than  that  JefTeraoii  sleailfastlv  pursued  bis 
policy  of  adhering  to  the  French  and  attacking  the  English 
interests.    Great  Rritain,  it  is  true,  treated  us  disgracefully; 
and  in  all  our  i-elatioits  wiih  her  we  exhibited  a  strange 
mixture  oi  proud   eensitivsness  and  impoteat  resistance. 
Whorciis  the  outrages  of   France,  who  behave<l  with  KtiU 
greater  bmtality,  and  heaped  iiiHulta  upon  ua  with  generous 
profusion,  were   quietly  discussed,  and   then    hidden  and 
HhuFBed  0%'er  with  a  tamenesa  that  ia  even  now  very  trj-ing 
to  contemplate.     If  the  Fedemlict  atlmiration  and  support 
of  England  were  extreme  and  nnwHrruntable,  they  are  at 
least  better  than  the  hushed  and  atealtliy  subserviency  to 
France  displayed  by  tlioir  opponents.     Both  sidca  of  the 
picture  are  dark,  neither  can  give  aught  but  pain  to  an 
American,  but  the  blame  must  fall  chiefly  on  those  who 
wielded  the  powers  of  goveranient.     TJiose  men,  and  those 
ftlonc,  wei-o  rcBpousible.  who.  not  content  with  destroying 
our  only  weaiion,  tlie  navy,  crippled  our  resources  by  a  suo- 
cession  of  measures  which  nearly  drove  a  large  and  populous 
section  of  the  country  into  open  revolt,  and  who,  having 
made  war  the  only  possible  result,  then  refused  to  fight,  and 
left  us  to  be  kicked  about  at  the  mercy  of  the  two  great 
European  powers.     The  two  parties  were  in  this  way  ar- 
rayed  against  each  other  on  the  question   of  Hupportiiig 
French  or   Englisli  interests,  while  they  never  ceased  to 
proclaim  in  the  loudest  possible  manner  that  they  had  no 
intention  of  supporting  either.      The  issues  arisiug  from 
such  a  condition  of  afFuira  were  so  confused  and  so  fal»ilied 
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that  even  now  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  determine  vrhat  any 
one  realtj'  waiitf^J,  while,  as  if  to  miike  confusion  worse  con- 
fouQde4.l,  the  Hdmiiiistration  persisted  in  a  policy  that  waa 
no  policy,  but  only  a  vague  jumble  of  tliuuries. 

Alarmed  by  the  dongerona  aspect  of  our  foreign  relations, 
JefFwrsini  determined  to  make,  in  npftearance  at  least,  a 
genuine  effort  for  a  stable  peace  with  Great  Britain.  With 
this  purpose,  be  despatched  Mr.  Pinkney  to  England  early 
in  the  autumn  of  1$00,  and  jotnetl  liini  an  fl[)ecial  commis- 
sioner with  Mr.  Monroe  to  conchide  a  treaty.  Many  pre- 
vioua  Httempts  to  settle  the  vexed  question  of  impi'osRtnent 
had  been  made,  and  had  thus  far  prove*)  fruitlens.  The 
subject,  although  not  mentioned  in  the  Jay  treaty,  Lad 
been  discustsed  by  the  negoti:(tore;  and  Joliu  Marahall,  at 
the  close  of  the  liist  century,  had  urgetl  the  necessity  of  a 
settlement  upon  the  attention  of  the  British  minLst^^'.  Mr, 
King,  then  miiiifiter  to  Rutland,  soon  afcer  renewed  the 
negotiation,  and  wimld  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  settle- 
ment, had  it  not  been  for  the  detenni nation  of  the  British 
ministry,  at  the  last  moment,  to  retain  the  right  of  search  iu 
the  narn)w  seas.  The  iuadntissibility  of  such  a  claim  forceil 
Mr.  King  to  break  off  tlie  negotiation.  During  the  summer 
previous  to  Mr.  Piiikncy's  departure,  Mr.  Madison  had  urged 
npon  Mr.  Merry,  the  Hrttish  minister,  the  propriety  of  a  neu- 
tral flag,  protecting  against  seinn-e  and  impressment;  and 
Mr.  Monroe,  tlien  in  London,  had  been  instructed  to  press  the 
same  doctrine,  and  to  protest  against  the  recent  adudralty 
deciKiotia.  Wln'ii  Mr.  I'inkney  wa.s  joined  with  Mr.  Mini- 
Toe,  in  order  to  give  weight  to  the  commissitm  and  to  hasten 
the  conclusion  of  a  treaty,  circumstances  were  peculiarly 
favorable  to  a  succeseful  issue.  The  short-liveil  ministry 
of  Charles  Fox  and  "  all  the  talents,"  who  regarded  us  with 
nmcli  mcin;  kindness,  and  were  dispo»c<l  to  treat  us  with 
greater  justice  than  were  their  Tory  preilecessors,  wiis  then 
in  power.  Fox  himself  was  then  laboring  under  the  mahidy  so 
soon  to  prove  fatal,  and  Lords  Auckland  and  Howick  were 
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theroforo  appointed  to  treat  with  tlic  American  coniinission* 
era.  The  first  (]tiefltinn  whh,  of  course,  that  of  impressment. 
Monroe  niid  Pinkney  contended  that  this  wan  nierclv  a 
municipal  rights,  while  the  l^^nglUh  commiAsionere  held  that 
it  was  a  prerogative  of  the  crown,  a  uiiivensiil  I(*gal  right, — 
the  ]>rotectioii  of  their  iiavy,  —  and  linally  and  ooudnsively 
that  no  ministers  would  dure  to  rejioiiuce  it.  Lords  Acick- 
hind  and  Howick  deelared,  however,  that  though  the  min- 
istry dared  not  at  that  moment  abandon  this  right  by  a 
formal  ti-eaty,  yet  that  special  instructions  should  be  given 
to  avoid  molesting  any  American- bom  citizens,  and  that  in 
case  of  8uuh  injury  the  specdicMt  rodress  xhould  he  giveo. 
These  pledges  were  i-ednced  to  writing,  Imth  parties  reserv- 
ing all  their  rights  in  the  matter  for  future  negotiation. 
The  .American  comniii«ion<'rs  were  also  given  to  under- 
stand, ajul  did  in  fact  believe,  that  impretwment  would  not 
he  atltiupted  except  where  do&erteiis  from  the  Brititih  na 
were  known  to  be  on  board  an  American  vessel ;  and  they 
felt  convinced  that  this  was  n  practical,  if  not  a  formal,  set- 
tlement of  the  question.  It  was  at  any  rate  the  greatest 
wuicession  ever  made  hy  England  on  this  point,  and  Mon- 
roe and  I'inkney,  satisfied  that  the  pi-actice  of  impresa- 
ment  would  be  silently  abandoned,  determined  to  uccejit 
tliH  BritlHli  note^  and  to  ]>roeeed  with  the  nf^tiatioiis,  al- 
though in  so  doing  they  violated  their  instructions.  Aft«T 
the  removal  of  this  obatacle,  a  treaty  was  soon  concluded, 
which  did  not  differ  e^wntially  from  that  of  Mr.  Jay.  On 
tlie  qnestion  of  the  carrybig  trade,  whose  invasion  had  been 
tlie  cause  of  the  present  difficidties,  the  rights  claimed  by 
tlie  United  States  were  pvaetitrally  admitt<Ml.  JuBt  as  this 
treaty  was  about  to  be  signed,  news  of  the  Berlin  deci-ee 
arrived.  The  British  commiitttioners  did  not  on  this  account 
withhohi  their  signatures  from  the  treaty,  but  merely  en- 
tered a  pro(e-Bt,  reHerving  the  right  of  retaliation,  if  the 
decree  were  enforced  against  neutrals.  Soon  after,  England 
did  in  fact  retaliate,  by  proclaiming  a  blockade  of  iba 
French  coast  from  Brest  to  the  mouth  of  the  Elba. 
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In  the  mean  time,  Congreiu*  met;  and  tlie  Preiiiil(*nt, 
in  consideration  of  the  prumising  aspect  of  the  English 
n^otiation,  aucce&sfully  recDmmend<>il  a.  Huopension  of  thu 
non-inii>ortation  act.  Pi-eparationa  for  war  wero  not  re- 
laxed. An  ircrease  of  the  nrmy  whu  (lofcntcil ;  but  the  itiu- 
nificent  sum  of  one  himclrcd  and  fiftv  thousand  dollars  was 
roted  for  fortifications,  and  the  President  obtained  a  like 
amount  for  his  favorite  gun-boattt.  thougti  the  latter  appro- 
priation was  stricken  out  afterwards  by  an  unfeeling'  Senate. 
At  the  same  time,  five  hundred  a^lditionat  seamen  were  I'oted 
for  the  navy.  These  were  the  principal  government  meiw- 
ure»,  when  a  negotiation  of  doubtful  result  was  pending 
with  England  on  questions  involving  peace  or  war;  and 
when  Naimleon  had  flung  in  our  face  tax  imperious  pi-ohibi- 
tion  of  our  commercP.  Other  troublcB  were  not  wanting. 
Yrujo.  who  had  publicly  insulted  our  government,  and  been 
disrainsed  in  consequence,  had  l)een  sent  Iiack  by  Bona- 
parte's inAuence.  The  President's  Spanish  negotiations 
were  looking  very  black,  while  at  the  same  time  Turreau 
was  dragooning  our  unfortunate  administration  in  regard 
to  a  French  claim.  Hut  these  were  trifling  nintters  in  nur 
relations  with  France,  compared  with  what  followed.  The 
battle  of  Trafalgar  had  annihilated  the  strength  of  Napoleon 
at  sea,  and  forced  him  to  resort  to  other  methods  for  the 
destruction  of  England.  Miwter  of  continental  Enrojie.  he 
issued  from  the  field  of  Jena  the  famous  Berlin  decree,  by 
which  Great  Britain  wbs  declared  in  a  state  of  blitcknfle 
and  all  commerce  with  her  was  forbidden,  and  by  which  the 
greater  proportion  of  American  shipping  was  threatened 
with  seizure  and  confiscation.  When  the  news  was  received. 
at  the  bcginiitng  of  the  year,  insurance  rose  ruinously,  mid 
commerce  almost  ceased.  Armstrong,  our  minister  at  Paris, 
wrote  that  the  French  government  did  not  intend  to  disturb 
our  commerce ;  but  his  correspondence  with  the  French  min- 
istor,  when  laid  before  Congress,  was  not  entlre'ly  rciissur- 

ing  on  this  point.     Our  measures  of  defence  under  these 
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circtimstances  have  already  been  alluded  in.  but  the  tone  of 
tlie  ilebates  at  this  tiiuc  is  uol  without  intereHt.  Thu  »(^n- 
timenta  expreas^d  hy  members  o(  that  party,  vrhicti  Mr. 
Adnma,  disf^ust^  by  the  lack  of  patriotism  among  the 
Federalists,  soon  after  felt  ol»Hged  to  join,  are  quite  instruc- 
tive. One  gentli'man,  op[K>sing  appropriatious  fur  forta 
and  H]ii|KS  siti<l  that  in  case  of  a  war  \ve  could  nbandon 
our  harbors  and  aea-const,  and  all  retire  to  the  interior. 
Anrrthcr  patriot,  —  one  Smilie,  of  Pennsylvania,  —  Trhase 
sensitive  nature  would  have  shrunk  from  the  black  ti-e»* 
Sous  of  Federalist  New  Enj^'lund,  an  depicted  by  Mr. 
Adams,  now  proclaimed  the  doctiine  that  rather  tbau  vote 
money  for  a  fleet  he  would  leave  the  country  undefended. 
The  iron  of  a  "wise  frugalitj'"  had  ("ertainly  entered 
very  deeply  into  these  men's  souls.  Tlie  fact  was,  tliat 
the  whole  Democratic  {mrty  was  completely  demoralizeiK 
Without  leaders,  devoted  to  French  principles,  hating 
Great  Britain,  ufruid  o£  war,  dutesting  commerce  and 
New  Kng^lond,  the  doniinnnt  majority  presented  a  sorry 
si^ht.  They  dn  not  seem  to  have  known  what  they 
wanted,  or  even  what  they  did  not  want.  They  were  r^ 
solved  to  obey  Jefferson,  and  they  knew  this  mtiat  be  right: 
yet  they  could  not  help  perceiving  that  the  country  was  drift- 
ing into  a  di'caded  and,  worst  of  all.  into  an  ex|>ensive  vmr. 
Their  laflt  resource,  at  tluH  trj-ing  mrmieut,  was  to  cut  down 
appropriations  and  pursue,  m  long  as  possible-,  the  precepts 
of  economy.  Now  it  was  that  Jefferson  wrote  despairinglv 
to  Kichohu,  teeing  him  to  come  to  W'asliington  and  take 
command  of  their  ^  well-diisposud,''  but  sadly  inetlicient 
forces.^ 

With  aflaini  in  this  wretched  ataie,  the  country  alarmed 
and  the  ruling  party  demoi-alized,  the  treaty  arrived  from 
England.  It  waj»  a  better  treaty  than  Jiiy'»  treaty  of  1795, 
it  was  a  far  better  tieaty  than  that  of  1816.  If  it  wa& 
right  to  make  and  ratify  those  treatiea,  it  was  far  more 
surely  right  to  make  and  ratify  this  one.  Ho  mention  of 
1  See  Kbov«,  p.  4i&, 
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imprefwmecit  was  made  in  Jay's  treaty  i  and  at  the  trenty 
of  181.5  we  faileil  oven  to  press  our  objoclinn  to  it^ 
tlinii^h  for  that,  and  tlkat  alone,  wi>  linil  jiiRl  fouglil:  a  king 
and  ■well-nigli  niinniis  war.  In  180(i,  large  concessions, 
anfl  the  only  ancA  over  j^miitcd,  wf-re  made  to  iih  on  tlie 
subject  of  impressment,  an*!  all  onr  riglits  in  the  matter 
wpre  r(>Hen'pti  for  further  iiej;i>liatioii.  The  pwhii-e  of 
affairs  abroad  waa  far  graver  and  more  threatening  iu  1806 
than  ill  1795,  and  qnite  aa  mnch  so  an  in  1815.  In  1806, 
■we  were  wliolly  unprepared  for  war;  while  in  ITitA  we 
were  uiiitetl,  and  in  l8lo  flushed  with  some  sufce^s  in 
fighting.  If  it  was  beneath  the  national  dignity  to  acei^pt 
any  thing  Hhr)rt  of  n  fonual  Htipuiation  in  11S0<),  thnn  it  was 
baseness  in  WftshingtoTi  to  accept  less  in  17l>.i,  mid  simple 
treachery  and  cowardice  in  Miuliaon  to  abandon  our  rights 
in  1816.  The  treaties  of  1795  and  1815  were  eminently 
wiee  and'proi>er  tiieasurea:  one  «aved  us  from  xvar.  the 
other  arrystird  it.  The  truaty  of  1H0(>  wan  a  betWr  treaty. 
waa  more  demnnded  by  circitnistnneea  than  either  of  the 
other  two.  and  was  a  morn  ch*arly  jiidiciotiR  niimsure.  The 
diflference  in  the  cases  is  the  difference  in  the  several 
individuals  to  whom  the  guidance  ol  the  country  whh  at 
the  moment  intrusted.  In  the  one  case,  it  was  Washington, 
wise,  dignilii-d,  and  cahn :  in  the  other,  it  waa  Maditiiori, 
prudent.  BagacioiiB,  and  badJy  frightened  i  in  the  iliird,  it 
was  JeffiT!*on,  crafty,  selfish,  and  a  French  Joctn'natrti. 
Wai^liin^ton  and  Wndison  ratifie<I  their  treaties,  Jefferson 
rejectet]  liis.  Witliout  a  word  to  the  Senate,  or  to  any  one 
but  .Madison,  the  treaty  of  INUO  was  thrun'n  aside;  and  the 
war  of  1812.  witli  all  the  miiieruble  years  which  preceded 
it,  WB8  made  inevitable,  Tlie  liintorj'  of  the  time  prejicnta 
no  single  valid  reason  for  Jefferson's  secret 'rejectiou  of  the 
treaty.  To  the  character  and  principles  of  the  nuin,  we 
must  alont-  took  for  explanation.  It  Mas  the  old  story:  a 
hatred  of  England  and  a  luve  of  France,  a  policy  of  covertly 
injuring  one  and  aiding  the  other,  and  a  firm  belief  that 
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a  constantly  manifi?8t«i  iletestaHon  of  EiigLind  mui  the 
bo«t  way  to  popular  support.  Hie  views  and  object*  at 
this  time  are  summed  up  iu  liis  remark  to  Dr.  Logan,  ati 
intimate  [t-ieiid,  and  then  a  senator  from  PennBylvanin : 
"■  To  tell  you  the  truth,  doctor,  I  do  not  wish  to  have  any 
treaty  with  them."  To  quote  Logan's  own  wonle:  ♦'An 
impression  was  made  on  my  mind  that  Mr.  Jeffoifmn  did 
not  at  that  time  wish  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  with 
England.  I  perfectly  recollect  he  terminated  a  converva- 
tioii  on  this  flubjeet,  by  obxerving  that  before  a  treaty  could 
ho  raliHciI  with  Great  Britain  aim  might  no  1ong(*r  (<xi»t 
as  an  independent  nation.  I  am  of  opinion  Mr.  Jeflfersnn 
declined  making  a  treaty  with  England,  not  from  hia  Itatred 
to  that  country,  hut  from  his  fear  of  the  overwhelming 
|>ower  of  Bonaparte." '  For  the  gi-alification  of  theory, 
and  of  mingled  emotions  of  hatred,  affection,  and  fear, 
and  for  the  preservation  of  populnritj',  Jefferson  reject 
the  treaty,  and  in  an  doing  iiivolveil  his  country  in  prii 
tions,  disgraces,  and  finally  in  an  abortive  and  nearly  ruin- 
ous war.' 

The  Federalists  were  bitterly  disappointed  by  the  loss 
of  the  treaty,  not  simply  because  thoy  represented  tl 
great  commercial  interests  so  wantonly  exposed  to  de&tnic 
tion,  but  because  they  believed  that  the  rejection  of 
treaty  would  sooner  or  later  end,  not  only  in  war  with 
England,  whom  they  regarded  as  the  champion  of  constitu- 
tioiiiil  liberty,  but  also  in  a  eubservient  and  dependent 
alliance  with  France,  or,  in  other  words,  with  Bonaparte, 

I  PtckcrinK  MSS. 

*  Sr«  M(>nrn4<!>  kttrn  <n  .'ttali*  Papm,  M  la  th«  trMI^  mnA  It*  rt-jfctim. 
The  reason  ^vra  liy  Ji-flfreon  for  tliii  courea  vtna  that  wd  coalil  np*er, 
cotiaUlrnT.ly  with  our  naliuunl  honor,  recognize  by  ir«al7  the*  principle  of 
fiii|>rcwRii'nt,  T(i  wliicli  Ii  may  W  npllL'd  clmi  no  iiKnthiii  of  linpnf<ftnmi 
wMji  macl<>  in  lli«>  trcalr,  aniil  in  Ihp  infnrniiil  not'?*  on  Ihv  subject  all  rigldtj 
wer*  expreuly  rewT'eJ.  and  Hip  why  fur  fulur«  nogt>(i*linn*  fxptktlly 
o|H^ii.  Ttnit>.  .IrniTMAn'*  rnunn.  If  Nlniviy,  wiu  nhnllnw  antf  iinfountlv'l, — M 
■hallvw  and  so  obviouily  unfoundvi]  i1ihI  it  is  OTi'lciit  it  wsa  adopted  omvlf 
aa  a  liliiid,  and  wnt  not  the  true  groand  for  Uie  rejection. 
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w1]ora  the}'  believed  to  be  eBtablishtng  a  univeriHil  ileiipolUni. 
Tlieir  batrvfl  of  Jefferson  could  not  become  under  any 
circnmatancea  more  intenaei  but  it  could  and  did  become 
more  acti*-ft. 

The  reje«_-tion  of  the  Monroe  aud  Pinkney  treaty  was 
tbe  turning  point  in  the  history  of  those  tt-oiibled  time«, 
and  it  offers  u  f^d  opportunity  to  compare  once  inni-e  the 
policy  of  the  conteiidinj;  parties.  On  the  one  aide  was 
Jefferson,  at  the  head  of  a  great  majority,  in  complete  po»- 
session  of  »1L  de]Mirtnients  of  the  guvernment.  The  policy 
of  the  leader  and  of  the  party  was  to  aid  France  without 
going  to  war  with  Kngland,  ami  to  lH>ud  every  thing  to 
contimiin^  tlwir  o^vn  popular  a»p[>ort,  by  exciting  hatred  of 
Great  Krltain  and  by  Rftcrificing  every  intfrf'si  to  a  false 
economy.  Airtiiig  on  such  pnncipk*»,  the  dominant  party 
had  stripped  us  of  our  navy,  our  army,  and  our  forttt,  —  in 
short,  of  every  means  of  defent^c.  From  the-  same  motives, 
they  had,  while  tJimoIy  submitting  to  tbe  Fi-em-h  iiggrKS- 
sions,  resisted  violently  those  of  England,  and  by  the 
rejection  of  the  treaty  had  exposed  our  vast  and  unpro- 
tected commerce  to  the  dangenj  of  an  nnavoidable  war 
with  the  one  great  maritime  powRr  of  the  world.  On  the 
other  sidp  were  the  Kederalists,  nnmerituilly  weak,  but  re- 
spectable by  their  wealth,  their  abilitiejs  and  their  char- 
acter. They  wished  to  arm  the  nation,  to  equip  the  navy, 
to  make  pence  and  pi>rhapB  an  alliance  with  Knghiiul.  and, 
if  iiei'caaary,  declare  war  with  France.  Iti  this  way,  tliey 
would  have  protected  both  our  dignity  and  our  coramei-cial 
jnterentii ;  and,  whatever  the  faults  of  such  a  jiolicy.  it  had 
at  leaflt  the  merits  of  decision  and  intelligibility.  The 
Fedei'iiUst  plan  was  never  tried;  but  the  other,  if  it  can 
\>6  called  a  plan,  vaa  tried  to  the  bitter  end.  IF  the 
history  of  the  next  nine  years  justified  its  adoption,  there 
is  nothing  more  to  he  Knid  ;  but  as  the  policies  appearefl  in 
bold  contrast,  in  1806,  there  would  seem  to  be  Uttle  room 
for  hesitation  in  deciding  which  was  the  more  dignified, 
the  more  reasonable,  and  the  more  manly  of  tliu  two. 
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We  can  set  now  thafc  the  rejection  of  the  treaty  made 
vmv  ultiinaU-'ly  ini'tvitahlc ;  hut  such  vas  not  Jefferson's 
view,  and  Jie  determined  to  renew  the  negotiations  forth- 
witli.  Matters  were  very  Koon  atill  fiii-tlier  complicated  bj 
the  Untish  outriigo  upoji  the  "  Chctuipeake."  This  inRiilt  was 
r«opiv*;d  with  funeral  indif^i»ti(in,  and  every  feoliiip  was 
for  the  motnont  RWHllowed  np  in  the  senM  of  national  dis- 
honor. Mr.  Adaniit,  in  deacril)ing  the  action  of  the  F*^<ler- 
alists,  savB  that  (leorge  Cabot.  John  Lowell,  and  Theophiliis 
Parsuiifi  took  no  part  in  the  indignation  nieelini^  thai 
were  held  in  Boston.  While  this  shows  the  extreme  hitter- 
Tifus  of  pi»rty  spirit,  it  also  shows  that  these  were  men  who 
would  not  at  any  time,  or  under  any  vii-cumstanct».  pledge 
their  snpport  to  an  adininiptrutioa  whiuli  they  held  nsspon- 
Biblp  for  all  onr  tronhle,  and  for  the  tUsgnioo  to  which  we 
had  been  Bubjected.  They  did  not  believe  that  tlie  national 
honor  or  di|;rnity  could  be  preserved  while  tho  Jt-ffersoidan 
nysCem  wan  in  force,  and  they  were  not  willing  to  beho 
their  opinions  even  to  save  their  {Kipulnrity. 

JeffLTson  inantigeii  the  "  C'hesiipeake  "  affair  with  that  niri- 
ouB  mixture  of  defiance,  apringing  from  bis  hatroil  of  Unf;- 
land,  and  of  feebleneAs  derived  from  his  determination  not 
to  tight  in  any  event.  He  at  once  published  a  proclama* 
tion.  onlering  British  men-of-war  to  leave  our  waters, 
and  at  tim  Hntne  time  domandod  satiafnotinn  from  the 
British  government,  coupling  the  demand  with  the  old 
i]i)estton  of  impreiisment.  When  the  attempt  to  reopen 
negotiations  was  thus  niatle,  affairs  had  change^l  in  Eng* 
land  most  uidavorabty  to  our  tuterasta.  The  sdmiuistrH- 
tion  of  "all  tho  talents"  was  uo  more,  and  Tories  reiguml 
in  their  stead.  Mr.  (banning  roughly  refnaed  to  con- 
sider the  que»<tton8  of  aatisfaction  for  the  "Cheaa{wake" 
and  impressment,  when  thus  united;  but  i,  minister,  Mr. 
Rose,  was  at  once  sent  to  America  to  offer  sufficient  repara- 
tion.'    He  d'eclined,  however,  to  tr«it  until  Jefferson's  pn>- 

1  TlieOderallBts  tliouglit  th«>n-pmmt)nn  ofTi-ml  iitifflc-M-nl  at  tbe  IIidp:1)IiI 
Oivj  would  nut,**  flyiii[i«Uitzing  wiih  Knglind, be  couidvrvd  tnutwurtli/. 
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clamation  wna  withdrawn,  and  his  mission  altimately  cama 
to  riiirhing.  Iri  t\w  nipaii  tirn«,  Great  Britaiin  issued  a 
proclamation  calling  in  all  British  sosmen,  and  directing 
the  officers  of  the  Tiavy  to  seize  and  impreiw  such  seamen, 
wheix'vtjr  louiid.  Again«t  this,  Mr.  Munroe,  before  his  de- 
parture, protested  8ti-ong!y;  and  Mr.  Canning  thereupon 
sent  a  final  re|>ly  to  the  Aineiican  t-onnniwionerH.  He 
refused  to  renew  negotiations  on  the  ha*is  of  a  treaty  which 
had  been  signed  and  then  rejecteil,  but  was  willing  to 
open  new  negotiations;  and  so  the  ho[>e8  of  peace  in  that 
quarter  ended  for  the  present.  The  policy  of  the  udmiiiia- 
tration  irritattHl  England  ami  dit^played  our  we»knes8,  and 
by  this  happy  combinattoti  expo^d  us  to  all  the  brutal  arro- 
gance and  aarcftSTn  that  Mr.  Canning  chosG  to  indulge  in. 

In  the  message  with  %vhich  he  met  Congress  in  the  au> 
tumn  of  1807,  JetTentou  explained  his  views.  He  said  it  was 
proper  to  cxchide  offending  vessels  from  our  harbors  by  pro- 
clainatituis,  hut  he  nihled  that  it  was  obviously  wi-ong  to  keep 
up  a  force  suRicient  to  compel  obedience.  The  British 
infringement  of  the  ueulnil  coasting  ti-ade  in  Europe  was 
enliirged  upon  nith  gi"eat  warmth.  As  to  the  other  bellig- 
erent, tlio  Preeident  was  lees  comnnmicatiTe,  although  the 
French  seizures  and  cuptures  of  our  Teasels  luid  gone  on 
steadily  and  with  rapid  increase.  Jeflfersnn  als<i  announced 
that  Spain  had  promulgated  a  similar  decree,  and  he  ex- 
pressed to  Cungresh  a  natural  curiosity  to  know  whether 
the  Spanish  would  follow  the  example  of  their  French 
masters,  and  prey  ii|W)ii  our  commerce.  Still,  the  situji^ 
tion  was  gmve  enough  to  suggest  the  advisability  of 
measurea  of  defence.  A  million  and  a  half  was  accord- 
ingly prujioaed  in  (.'ongress  for  the  gun-boata,  and  thus 
one  humlred  and  eighty-eight  of  them  were  to  be  pro- 
vided. Seven  liundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  was 
proposed   for   fortiHcations.     The    Federalists  \vi8hed  tliis 

Since  Mr.  MfldUnn,  Are  jtMn  Ut«*r,  tccqilH  the  rtry  »mff  Irind  «nd 
amcuni  al  re|inraliuti  fgr  ifae  "  Chtusprslte,"  I  fvel  auUiiirued  In  ciilUi)([  it 
'■  ttiSLWui." 
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last  appropriation  doubled,  but  were  refused,  becauM  tlid 
money  wsis  not  merely  to  repair  jiermanent,  but  to  sujv 
ply  movable  forte  or  oatinou,  by  wbivU  auy  other  kind  of 
ctNut  defence  wuuld  be  ttuperseded.  The  proposition  to 
enlarge  and  strengthen,  or  rather  to  build,  a  navy,  was 
promptly  voted  dow*n,  and  the  gun-boat  scheme  was  substi- 
tuted  for  it.  Indeed,  one  argument  made  at  the  time  to 
liucli  u  scheme  Ecenis  conclusive.  Were  we  to  build  u 
navy,  it  wjw  urged,  the  Britisli  wouhl  at  once  seize  it,  wa 
they  did  the  Danisli  fleet ;  and  we  should  then  have  had  all 
our  trouble  and  expense  for  nothing.^ 

Wlillo  these  measures  were  imder  discussion,  news  can 
of  tlie  English  jiruclamatlun  recalling  all  Britiah  aeamen  and 
of  the  extension  of  tlie  Uerlin  decree,  lufonnatioii  alap' 
arrived  (hat  the  Herlin  ilen-ee  hail  l»een  interpreted  so  aa  ta . 
corer  American  vessels,  and  that  the  doctrine  had  been 
carried  out  by  the  condemnation  of  the  "  Horizon."  Pjuhts 
relating  to  these  luattura  were  laid  before  Congress,  but  cer- 
tain other  papers  which  had  come  to  the  President  at  the 
same  time  weni  withheld.  The  suppressed  documonta  formed 
the  corre3[wndencc  between  Armstrong  and  Champagny,tn 
which  the  furmer  had  asked  for  explanations  in  regard  to 
the  extended  construction  of  tUe  Berlin  decree,  and  the  latter 
liad  replied  by  avowing  that  the  one  object  of  U>e  decreet^ 
was  to  unite  the  world  ugjiinst  Great  Uritain,  the  enemy 
the  Em[>eror.  Rumors  were  also  ailoat  of  tho  intended 
publication  of  new  and  more  stringent  orders  in  council. 

The  time  seemed  to  have  arrived  when  JulTerson's  guid- 
ing theory  of  no  wars  and  no  treaties  with  anybody  at  any 
time  must  break  ilown.  War  or  alliance  with  one  of  the 
two  gi-eat  belligerents  certainly  appeared  unavoidable.  But 
Jeffei'soa  was  master  of  the  situation.  He  extricated  one 
theorv'  from  its  ditficulties  by  resorting  to  another.  Iiutead 
of  fighting  or  negotiating  with  either  of  our  enemies,  liu 
pursued  the  simpler  and  more  peaceable  plan  of  bringit 
1  AmuU  gf  Congni*  tm  1607-8,  pp.  1072.1074,  and  lOUa 
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the  great  combatAiits  in  Europe  to  their  knees  b^  a  series 
of  reslrictious  on  our  onii  commerce.  On  the  night  of 
Deueiaber  22d,  the  embargo  Law  was  forced  through 
by  an  obsequious  majority,  acting  in  obpili^nca  to  the 
mHi  of  their  cliief,  ami  tlie  interests  of  a  hirgc  bodv  of 
the  people  were  silently  saoriffced.  The  Federaliitts,  em- 
bittered by  thi-s  defeat,  aecused  the  President  of  acting 
in  obedience  to  French  couinianda:  they  stigmatized  biui 
88  the  hireliiig  of  Bonapart't;.  VVe  can  now  readily  believe 
that  Jefferson  was  guid<?d  in  this  matter  solely  by  a  pre- 
oonctived  theory  as  to  tlie  be-st  kind  of  stern  and  digni- 
fied foreign  policy,  but  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
FoderaUsta  had  good  reasons  for  their  charges  of  French 
inlluence.  The  worst  feature  of  the  meaanre  was  the  Presi- 
dent's coneealmcnt  of  the  fact  that  the  embargo  might  be 
permanent,  while  ho  permitted  the  country  to  suppone  it 
only  tPm|>orary.  The  embargo,  moreover,  though  directed 
against  both  belligerenti>,  really  injured  England  alone,' and 
was  a  pure  benefit  to  France.  Yet  this  measure,  so  clearly 
advantageous  to  Kninre  and  hostile  to  England,  was  pa-tseil 
■when  we  had  jiiut  received  tidings  of  fresh  aggressions  from 
the  former,  as  well  as  from  the  latter.  This  was  certainly 
strong  prima  facie  e\\ilc\w(:  of  Frem-li  influence;  and  the 
Federalist  convictions  on  that  point  became,  if  possible, 
deeper  and  stronger  than  ever. 

The  absolute  futility  o£  such  measures  as  the  embargo 
has  been  long  since  deicionstnited.  and  no  civilixed  nation 
to-day  would  seek  the  possible  injury  of  its  enemies  by  its 
own  certain  impoverishment.  Hut  this  general  principle  was 
by  no  means  thoroughly  established  in  180",  when  naviga- 
tion acts  still  flourished,  and  when  the  memory  of  the  lievo 
lutlonary  uou-intercoursu  \va»  frosh  among  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Yet,  tried  merely  In*  the  canons  of  common 
sense,  the  embai^o,  under  the  circumstances  of  that  timi-,  was 
MobvioiiBly  bad  as  it  is  now  in  the  light  of  the  principles  of 
political  economy.  Ry  the  eniburgo,  about  one-sixth  of  the 
*  Jeffvnoa  Ui  Uudaeji',  Warlu  at  Jdtettaa,  V.  27& 
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English  commerce  was  ciit  off.  while  the  whole  of  oars  was 
destroii'cd.  To  begin  with,  therefore,  the  exchange  was  an 
unequal  one.  But  the  theory  of  the  embargo  was  wholly 
false,  foi-  it  assumed  that  a  ^"ent  and  powerful  nation,  mi^ 
tre^  of  the  oc^iui,  llufihod  with  the  triumphu  of  Nelson, 
atniggliiig  as  she  believed  for  very  existence,  would,  by  s 
IKirtiHl  injury  to  muk-rinl  iutereBtn  and  to  a  fraction  of  her 
mercantile  populntion,  be  conRtmined  to  make  conceiwtnns 
to  an  unui-med  rcpublie  acting  apparently  in  the  intere-sts 
of  her  most  deadly  enemy.  Moreover,  English  stnteMnieu 
perceived  readily  enough  that  our  lostt  must  eventually  In* 
tbeir  gain,  arid  that  our  voUintai'V  abandonm(^^t  of  an  iiri- 
menee  carrying  trade  would  leave  them  without  a  rival. 
Almost  any  one  but  Jeffei-son  would  have  nppreoiated  the 
hard  factiiof  ttie  cane,  and  would  Iulvp  Yielde<l  to  them ;  but 
preconceived  and  rooted  theories  are  fatal  to  stutesuiansliip 
OS  well  as  to  the  dietutes  of  reason.  Unfortuniitely.  the 
theorist  in  this  instance  wits  the  jiosscssor  of  a  lai-^e  and 
powerful  party  orgauiziilion,  devoid  both  of  theories  and 
eense,  and  only  wise  enoiij^h  to  blindly  follow  their  leiuler. 
The  embar^  policy  aUu  strained  the  Constitution  to  the 
utmost,  biit  this  was  a  trifle  in  the  eyes  of  u  party  acuus- 
tomed  to  viiiliLte  ita  proviftious. 

The  mcusure  hiul  oue  effect,  however,  which  wa8  not 
foreseen  at  the  moment.  It  breathed  renewed  life  into  the 
expiring  Fedei-ulist  party,  and  sen-ed  to  render  tlieui  once 
more  a  unit«d  and  formidable  opjKinitiuii,  although  ita  fust 
result  was  tlie  open  defection  of  oue  of  their  uiii«t  jirf»mi- 
nent  Iwidera.  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams  stdzed  upon  this 
occasion  to  leave  his  piirty.  anil  ili^-lare  hia  faith  in  the  pur- 
poses of  the  President.  Filled  with  the  spirit  of  uationolitv, 
Btung  to  the  quick  by  the  eense  of  national  iujuries,  twd  by 
nature  coutbativii  and  utr^^ressive,  Mr.  Adams,  with  ehanw- 
teristic  indepenilence  and  ilisregard  for  consequenccM.  rushed 
to  the  support  of  what  he  supposed  to  be  the  6r»t  effort  of 
determitied  and  warlike  resistance.     Poaterity  can  under- 
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st&nA  Ilia  motives,  and  respect  his  tourage  and  his  objpots; 
but  tliey  can  also  see  how  fatallr  he  blundered  both  in  oc- 
casion and  time.  r>evot«>d  tn  nat)cin»l  princip]4>s,  Afr.  Adams 
became  tbe  advocate  of  a  measure  wholly  seL'ticmal  in  it« 
practical  operation,  and  calculated  moru  Uian  any  othvr  to 
kindle  into  a  Herco  flame  tlie  sliinibering  embora  of  separa- 
tion. To  avpngP!  national  dislionor,  he  supported  a  m<>ft8nre 
degrading  in  itself,  ruinous  in  its  results,  and  which  anb- 
jected  us  to  ontragea  that  made  all  prertoua  ones  seem 
gentle  iu  comimrUon,  He  deserted  s  party  in  which  he 
hidd  the  pluci;!  of  leader,  and  whose  niovcniuntA  Im  might 
have  inlhiencc'd.  to  enter  into  one  which  moved  at  the  touch 
of  a  single  man.  Disgusted  with  the  partisan  spirit  of  the 
FederaliBt«,  he  supported  Jt^ffer^on,  who  deceived  him  as 
to  the  natui'e  of  thv  umUirgu,  who  exacted  a  blind  and 
unqueationing  obedience,  and  whose  measures  he  was  com- 
ppllfd  Ut  ur^'e  without  even  inquiry  for  thidr  nyiaons.'  He 
broke  fimdly  with  I'ickering.  Ames,  Cahot,  Otis,  and  all  the 
New  England  Federalists;  and  he  partwl  for  a  time  from 
King,  JMartihulU  Morris,  and  all  the  leading  Federalists  else- 
where. In  their  Htead,  lii>  iiub»tilutefl  Mr.  iiiUis  and  othum 
of  tbe  same  stripe.  With  Gilea,  indeed,  he  entered  into  il 
mutdftlly  affectionate  and  laudatory  correspondencf-;  and 
this,  be  it  reniembeivd,  was  the  same  gentleman  whom  in 
later  years  Mr.  Adams  described  at  '''of  a  character  black 
with  private  infamy,  .  *  •  rising  to  power  un  the  ruins  of 
honor  and  virtiin.'*^  And  all  these  aacriBces  wer«  matlc  in 
behalf  of  a  measure  at  onee  feeble,  destructive,  and  dan- 
gerous. The  results  of  Mr.  Adams's  course  wore  certainly 
very  different  from  tile  motives. 

Mr.  Adiuiis's  ehsngeof  party  was  of  course  received  with 
the  deepest  indignation  in  iNew  England,  where  the  old  tri- 
Ulgular  tight  was  at  once  renewed  with  frcflli  hittcrness. 
No  one  knew  liettHr  than  Mr.  Adams  tlie  men  with  whom 
he  had  to  deal ;  for  he  was  of  them,  if  not  with  them.  They 
held  the  power  in  Maasachu setts,  tliey  regarded  him  as  an 
>  Sw  ubuve,  p.  425.  '  J.  Q.  AOtUi»'»  Ukry,  VIL  309. 
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apostate,  anil  pulitically  spealdiig  they  cut  his  throat  with- 
out the  sli^^Utt-iit  cunipuiiL'tiun.  lie  would  have  purforintHi 
the  game  friendly  office  for  them,  if  he  could;  he  would  not 
have  »hr>wii  mercy,  ho  mtiM  have  cxpe^'te^)  noiii>,  ami  it  la 
but  fair  to  say  that,  if  he  did,  he  was  soon  uudeceireil.  lit 
tho  political  warfare  th«>n  racing,  no  quarter  was  given,  least 
of  aH  to  one  esteemed  a  deserter.  Mr.  Adams,  in  his  pam- 
phlet, attempts  a  defence  of  the  embargOj  which  amounted 
merely  to  saying  that  our  ships  were  saved  hy  it  from  ccitain 
capture.  In  other  words,  to  sacrifice  all  our  shipping  and 
all  our  commerce,  to  throw  our  whole  seA-faring  and  ship- 
building {x>pulation  out  of  employment,  and  to  axvukea 
hatred  and  distrust  of  the  national  government,  was  wiser 
tliHii  to  risk  tlie  loss  at  the  hands  of  Kiigland  and  Fninre 
of  a  portion  of  our  vessels,  and  to  rouse  thereby  a  geneni! 
spirit  of  national  resistance.  If  the  embargo  is  defensible 
on  suck  grounds,  it  is  useless  to  argue  about  it. 

I  have  anticipated  tliQ  course  of  events,  in  oi'der  to 
describe  Mr.  Adams's  revolt  from  the  Federalist*,  which 
formed  an  imprirtrint  fpnture  in  their  history,  and  which 
gave  to  Mr.  Adams  himself  the  unquestioned  positicm  of 
their  strongest  accuser  and  opponent. 

Tho  embargo  was  received  by  New  England  in  sullen 
silence.  The  ])pople  ]o<iked  upon  it  as  merely  tempnrar)-, 
a  first  step  to  armed  resistance  ;  and  they  accepted  tt  as  the 
forerunner  of  a  necessary,  if  unpleasant.,  solution  of  their 
diHiculties.  The  arrivul  soon  after  of  the  new  orders  in 
council  and  of  the  iMilun  decree  seemed  to  justily  the 
adoption  of  any  measure,  no  matter  how  stringent  and 
unpalatable,  lintli  pai-ties  engaged  actively  in  the  agree- 
able task  of  accusing  each  other  of  foreign  sympathips; 
and  the  Federalists  no  longer  made  any  secret  of  their 
belief,  that  wc  ought  to  side  with  England  or  at  least  ought 
to  make  war  on  Fratiue.  Jefferson's  [nirty  had  apparently 
come  round  entirely  to  Bonaparte's  view,  that  there  ought 
not  to  beany  neutral  commerce;  and  an  unfortunate  Feder- 
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alist,  who  spoke  in  Congreas  of  alliance  with  England,  waa 
promptly  *lenouiice<l  a*  a  traitor.  Th«  long  8uppr<»!«ion 
ami  iiitul  forced  disclosure  of  CbampHguy's  letter,  wliich 
oniered  us  to  go  to  war  with  Great  Britain  under  penalty 
of  losing  all  our  vessels,  gave  additional  reaaons  for  believ- 
ing in  tlie  dangerous  and  dhgrailing  nature  of  French  predi- 
lections. All  this  received  oorfirmatioii  from  the  failure  of 
Mr,  Uoue'u  negotiation,  through  the  seeming  reluctance  of 
the  adraiuiBtratton  to  do  any  thing  that  might  result  in  a 
]a.sting  |ieace  with  Grwit  Britain.  Yet  with  the  gulf  evar 
widening  between  ns  and  Knglaiid,  with  fresh  inauUs  from 
France,  and  with  the  prospcK't  of  a  maritime  war  staring  ua 
in  the  face,  the  navy  was  still  neglet:ted.  The  naval  policy 
of  the  admin  is  tiTition  cannot  be  too  mnvb  insisted  on  ;  for, 
had  a  different  course  been  pnraued  in  this  respect,  wb 
should  have  been  in  a  ])OKition  to  aasert  our  rights  and 
maintain  our  neutrality,  or,  if  need  were,  to  fight  success- 
fully. 

The  opportunity  offered  to  the  Federalists  by  the  em- 
'bargo  was  not  Ipng  neglected.  Colonel  Pickering  niiuie  it 
the  object  of  bitter  attack  in  a  letter  addres-ied  to  Governor 
Sullivan.  To  thisaasaiilt,  Mr.  Adams  replied ;  and  the  paper 
controversy  was  waged  witli  great  vig«.)r,  while  public  feeling 
rose  steadily  in  hostility  to  tlic  measure.  Another  effect  of 
the  new  policy  was  soon  felt  in  the  tre-atment  we  received 
abroad.  Both  belligerents  seized  on  this  opportunity  to 
haras*  as  without  mercy ;  but  the  Fronch  were  especially 
severe,  and  indeed  rather  ungrateful,  for  they  aluue  bad 
benefited  by  our  restrictive  measures.  The  liayonne  decree 
struck  afresh  blow  at  the  rights  of  neutrals;  and,  while 
France  undertook  to  enforce  the  embargo  by  seizing  our 
ships.  Great  Britain  connived  at  our  tr^e,  and  aided  oar 
merchants  to  evade  the  law.  Both  infringements  of  our 
sovereignty  were  made  the  subject  uf  bitter  though  helpless 
oomptuint. 

Having  shown  Earope  the  danger  of  arousing  us  to  a 
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policy  o(  cominereial  restrictions,  Jeffernon  now  soiiylit  to 
moke  terms  by  oflfet-ii]<<  u  cessutiou  of  the  embai^o.  If 
Great  Britain  wouhl  wiilulniw  lier  orders,  tlie  muhargo 
would  be  repealed,  as  far  as  she  was  concerned.  If  Fnince 
would  withdraw  her  decrees,  the  enibai^o  would  be  re})calL>d 
as  to  the  French :  and  it  was  hinted  that,  if  England  did  not 
then  reT<ike  the  orders  in  council,  we  would  go  io  war  with 
that  ]>ower  in  the  interests  and  as  the  ally  of  France.  This 
{{Qve  an  opportunity  for  fresh  iiiBults  from  both  nutiona. 
Mr.  Canning  replied  to  Mr.  Puikney's  inquiries  that,  while 
cherishing  no  tteiitiment  of  hostility  towards  the  Uuitad 
States,  Kuglaud  was  far  from  desirous  of  appearing  to  depTfr 
cate  the  ptnlmrgo,  whieh  she  eoiuuiived  to  l>e  wliolly  in  iha 
French  interest'.  France  contented  herself  ivith  a  simple 
refusal  to  treat  on  the  8ul)j»-'cl  at  nil ;  and  with  good  reaaon, 
for  the  embargo  satisBed  her  completely.  Ann»ti'ong  wrote 
from  Paris  *'  that  we  had  overratwJ  our  uieane  of  coercion  ;  '* 
and  poor  Pinkney,  wiio  had  been  nia<le  the  butt  of  Canning's 
aareiuim,  sent  to  Mr.  J^ladison  dospateUcs  brimming  over 
with  helpless  rage  and  mortification.  Tl)at  the  embargo 
had  utterly  failed  of  the  great  results  expected  abroad  waa 
now  clear  to  every  one  except  the  father  of  tlie  nieaauni. 

At  home,  inattei-s  were  Ktitl  woi-se.  Tlie  people  of  the 
commercial  States,  who  had  endured  the  emlmrgo  while 
tJiey  tiuppofled  it  menrly  temjxirHry  and  initiative,  [lasHed 
rapidly  (ram  a  state  of  sullen  submission  to  one  of  acljv« 
and  violent  anger,  as  it  gradually  dawned  u[k>u  them  tbat 
thu  ruin  of  their  coinnieree  was  intended  to  be  a  pemianejit 
policy.  The  FedemlistK,  in  full  accord  with  the  risinj; 
public  sentiment,  strained  every  nerve  to  rnnse  and  invigo- 
rate tlie  opposition  to  the  measure.  In  Boston,  even  the 
Republicans  remonstrated  by  a  memorial  to  the  Preaidcut. 
A  Ktonn  was  fast  gailiering,  which  threatened  to  overthrow 
the  political  fabric  of  the  Democracy. 

liut  JefFerson  was  as  blind  as  ever.  Even  his  man-ellotu 
political  tact  seetua  at  this  juncture  to  have  failed  him,  so 
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Bpell-bound  was  lie  Iiy  tlie  <U'Iiirtion«  of  Iiis  theory  x  nrnt  when 
Congress  met  he  sent  them  a  message  filled  wirh  praises 
uf  the  embargo  an  the  itafe^mrd  of  our  commerce.  Hut, 
though  Jeffei-soii  was  blind,  his  timid  fuUowera  bftgan  to 
lose  henrt,  Htid  to  dimly  a]>pivciHte  that  there  was  some- 
thing in  the  economy  nf  nature  more  imperative  than  the 
wUhes  of  the  President.  Hut  they  did  not  vet  dwre  to 
revolt  from  their  master;  and  they  voted  the  resolutions 
of  the  eommittee  on  foreign  relations,  embodyinj;^  the  views 
of  the  adminiHlriitioii.  aiid  jiowsewiiii^  at  Iwutt  the  merit  of 
simplicity.  They  merely  declared  that  we  had  done  noth- 
ing to  justify  the  ininriniis  conduct  of  France  and  Enghind, 
and  therefore  that  the  emhai^  was  a  good  and  wist  imiicy, 
and  ought  t«  be  niaintJiined  iu  ita  (•ntirety.  A  sliarp  debate 
followeil ;  but  even  proof  of  a  request  from  English  mer- 
chants to  their  own  government  to  enforce  the  embargo  pro- 
duce<l  no  effect,  and  the  motion  for  repeal  was  defeated. 

This  was  ahnost  the  last  Jeffei"80iiian  victory  in  1^08 1 
and  Vie  may  fitly  pause  here,  and  consider  the  accusation  of 
Mr.  Adnras  which  relates  to  the  conduct  of  the  Federalists 
during  this  exciting  period.  The  second,  thirds  and  fourth 
of  Mr.  Adams's  ehargea,  as  stated  at  the  beginning  of  the 
L]ut  chapter,  were  that  the  plot  of  1HU4  for  a  dissolution 
of  the  Union  was  never  abandoned,  but  was  renewed  in 
1807  and  IHUH  ;  that  the  Federalist  leaders  aimed  at  a  dis- 
ftohition  of  the  Union,  because  a  dissolution  was  intrjnsi- 
callv  good;  and  tliat  theae  aam^  leaders  were  in  communi- 
cation with  Great  Britain.  The  two  first  projxjsitions  can 
be  answered  together,  the  last  will  demand  a  separate 
disruHsiori. 

What  ilr.  Adams  understood  by  the  word  "  nhandon  "  I 
do  not  know,  but  all  mention  of  the  plot  of  1804  ceases  with 
that  year.  Moreover,  there  i»  no  evidence  whatever  of  any 
plot  or  plan  of  8e|)arBtiou  of  any  kind  in  1807  and  1808. 
As  Mr.  Adams  assorts  the  existence  of  a  plot  at  that  time, 
the  burden  of  proof  \a  with  him  to  support  his  affirmative; 
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but  lie  offera  no  evulence  except  liis  own  letters,  and  n  state- 
ment thut  he  had  heard  of  the  existence  of  such  a  plot. 
That  he  heard  r  great  many  loud  and  violent  denuncU 
ations  of  the  government,  and  fer\'eiit  wishes  for  separation 
expressed  with  equal  violence  and  loudness,  is  iindouhtetl. 
He  had  but  to  look  in  the  papers  to  read  them,  or  go  upon 
the  fitreet  to  hear  them,  or  talk  with  Iuh  new  |Hirty  alliea  to 
have  them  enlarged  and  described.  But  angry  political  talk 
is  not  a  plot,  nor  are  newspaper  articlen  a  plan,  nor  the 
assertions  of  enemies  a  scheme.  I  have  soaglit  with  the 
aid  of  much  material,  to  which  Mr.  Adamit  had  no  access, 
to  substantiate  his  statement ;  and  1  have  sought  in  vain. 
There  ia  not  a  shred  of  evidence  that  there  was  any  ])lot 
outside  of  the  busy  brain  of  Colonel  Pickeriag.  if  it  existed 
at  that  time  even  there.  Talk  of  8o(>ossion  there  was  in 
great  abundance,  and  even  resoUitiona  by  towns,  and  sug- 
gestions by  individuals  that  it  woidd  be  well  to  take  active 
measures;  but  there  was  no  plot,  no  combination,  no  defi- 
nite proposal  even  on  tlie  part  of  the  leaders.  Thia  is 
the  fair  deduction  from  Mr.  Adiuns'a  own  evidence;  thii 
is  the  united  testimony  of  all  the  letters  of  the  day;  and 
thiR,  in  the  utter  absence  of  all  rebutting  evidence,  muat  be 
conRiIored  as  the  exact  truth. 

We  cannot  wonder,  however,  that  Mr.  Adams,  con- 
vinced of  the  existence  of  a  scheme  of  diasolution  in  1804, 
should  have  firmly  believed  in  its  revival  in  1807-8, 
The  signs  of  the  times  certainly  authorized  such  a  belief. 
The  nil-  was  full  of  threats  and  deraand.H  for  Ke|Kiration, 
produced  as  might  have  been  expected,  and  as  was  always 
the  case,  by  real  or  fancied  injuries  inflirted  upon  the 
minority  by  the  dominant  party ;  and,  in  this  instanc«, 
the  injuries  were  only  too  real.  The  letters  in  this  volume 
are  alone  sufficient  to  carry  conviction  o£  the  sufferings,  IIm 
iniseriea  of  the  £a£Lcm  States.  The  embargo  bad  (allea 
like  a  withering  curse  iijion  New  England.  Under  i 
deiwlating  blight,  her  ships  rotted  at  their  wbar%-ea,  her 
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hiiAhi»ifl  stjignatfd*  lier  indiistnos  were  para!v*«l,  ami  lipr 
laboring  populiitioii  was  thrown  out  of  work.  Ruin  cun- 
fronted  her  Tnerclmnts,  povei-ty  and  atarvation  stared  her 
working  men  in  the  face.  Yet  they  were  exjM'ct*!'*!  to 
tjiineiy  t-iidure  all  t3ii»  wivtcliedtiess,  Iwcansf  a  Virgiiiliiu 
planter  said  that  in  this  way  oommcroe  was  defended,  and 
the  national  dignity  prnteptod.  In  rain  did  tlie  men  of 
New  Eng!.ind  bej^  to  have  arm»,  to  be  allowed  evpo  the 
privilege  of  ai-ming  themitelres.  In  vait»  did  they  urge  that, 
if  comtneroe  were  left  free,  they  would  defend  it,  and  would 
se«  to  it  lliat  the  national  honor  did  not  suiTor.  They  were 
told  that  this  would  lead  to  war,  and  they  were  not  to  Iw 
permitted  to  evc-n  nhod  their  own  blood.  Men  still  remom- 
Iwred  the  day  whon  Ma«gacliu»etts  had,  single-handed,  re- 
sisted £ii{{tand;  they  had  never  known  their  Stat«  to  fail 
them  1  they  were  proud  of  their  traditiono ;  and  they 
turned,  as  every  American  then  did  in  the  hour  of  trouble, 
to  their  Stale  for  the  ndief  whieh  the  jjunerat  government 
could  not  or  would  not  give.  Not  only  did  men  cry  out 
against  the  government  of  Jefferson,  but  they  iii:ide  no 
secret  of  their  desire  for  reparation  from  a  union  which 
Beemed  ruinous.  Par  worse  thiui  this  were  the  itnmtHliate 
dangers  which  lurked  behind  the  distress  of  the  lower 
orders.  The  wisest  men  justly  feared  lest  there  should  bo 
tumults  and  insurrections. 

In  «iieb  a  condition  of  afTuirs,  the  hour  hatl  surely  come 
for  those  men  whose  B(»le  object  was  to  dlsaolve  the  Union. 
The  Federalist  leaders  were  skilful  politieians,  and  by  a 
little  management  might  readily  have  brought  their  ten- 
derly cherished  plans,  as  imputed  to  them  by  Mr.  Adams, 
to  fulfilment.  In  the  midst  of  popular  tumult,  the  plan  of 
secession  would  have  found  ready  adlierence.  Yet  these 
very  men  dejireuated  and  dreaded  tnmnlt.  They  strained 
every  nerve  to  bring  about  in  a  legitimate  numner  the 
repeal  of  the  emhai*go,  the  very  measure  that  was  sureat  to 
cause  a  dissolution  of  the   Union,  if  persisted  in.      They 
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eucoiirageii  every  form  of  legal  opposition ;  and  tlieir  most 
dbtiiiguiflhi^d  lavvyor  iLr^iail  in  cunn  agaitmt  it,  wlilla  tlie 
juripfl  refused  to  couvR-t  under  it,  and  their  writers  and 
speakers  Btrenuously  denounced  it.  In  other  vords,  tho 
men  Tvhf>  aimed  at  a  dissoliitian  of  tlie  Union  wmf^dit  to 
overthiiow  tho  verj-  niea«iiru  b_v  which  di)»o]utiuii  was 
htuttened.  Had  they  really  wished  a  separation,  they  would 
not  havfi  opposed  the  measure  coiwtitLitionally,  but  Uy  open 
resifitanpo.  The  path  vmn  an  easy  and  a  sure  one,  for  nne 
violence  would  have  led  to  another.  But  the  Federalists 
did  not  seek  a  diwolutlon  of  the  Union  for  it«  own  sake. 
They  were  not  even  prepared,  in  1808,  to  use  it  as  a  threat 
in  orrl«r  to  force  those  alterations  which  they  deemed  euten- 
tial  to  the  preservation  of  union.  (In  the  contrary,  they 
were  content  to  seek  tho  desired  changes  by  the  regular 
and  reco^ntxed  niethmls  of  tlie  Constitution.  They  did  all 
in  their  power  to  render  abortive  the  strongeet  incentive  to 
diaaolHtiou ;  and  so  anxious  were  som^e  of  them  to  succeed 
in  their  opposition  to  the  ejubargo,  that  Mr.  Cabot  urged 
upon  the  Federal  convention  the  necewiity  of  diaclaimiufz 
all  synipatliv  with  schemes  of  se(>fi.ration.  in  onler  that  they 
might  obtain  the  confidence  of  the  whole  country.*  Surely 
no  men,  bent  on  bringing  about  Becession,  would  have 
sought,  as  a  preliminary  ni*-a»ure,  to  strengthen  mutual  con- 
lidenoo  among  the  dilTerent  States.  Sectional  aninioeiity 
would  have  been  the  one  thing  they  would  have  wisheil  to 
cultivate.  Mr.  Achima  believed  Colonel  Pickering's  lettpr 
to  Sullivan  to  be  the  preconcerted  signal  for  the  commence- 
raentof  a  separatist  movement ;  whereas  the  ooiTwmJondt-nce 
with  Mr.  Caltot  on  tins  subject  shows  that  no  ideji  ol  thb* 
Rort  existed,  but  that,  on  the  contrarj*.  the  letter  wa.-*  chiedy 
directed  against  the  embargo,  and  to  break  down  the 
Republican  party  in  Massachuaetta.  Moreover,  Mr.  Cabnt 
strove  to  suppress  further  paniplileta  as  prejudicial  to  f«irty 
succBBS  in  the  general  government,  rather  than  to  stimulate 
1  Hev  aboT?,  p.  386. 
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(li«  controvewy.  In  Biii)port  of  the  secomi  and  Uiml  of 
Mr.  Adiuus'a  clinrgea,  tlierofoi-e,  tliero  is  no  proof  W^vohJ 
bis  own  assertion ;  and  he  may  wi?U  have  been  iinMleil  in 
making  tlieiii  hy  ihn  circumstances  of  the  time.  All  the 
eviJenoe  points  exiwtly  the  other  way ;  and.  although  it  can 
htinlly  ever  l«  said  tliHt  «  negative  in  a  nuitter  of  this  sort 
hiut  bi'eii  provt^d,  il  miiy  Ite  KHfi-ly  iisserted  thitt.  in  tiiu  (ace 
of  the  op[K)sing  te.itimony,  Mr.  .-Vdiitna'R  nnt^iipported  nlle- 
gntion  fiilla  to  the  ffroimd.  T!u^  Ni'W  Kiighnid  Ki-di-riiliMlA, 
in  1807-ft,  did  not  form  any  plan  or  conibinaiion  for  a 
dissohitinii  of  the  Union,  but,  on  the  contrary,  look  st*?])* 
whicli  le*!  to  the  op^xi-iite  n-nult.  They  behaved,  moreover, 
iit  the  very  way  in  which  men  who  aimed  nt  n  dissolution 
U'liiild  licit  have  hehnveil.  Tliere  whk.  no  iloidtl,  much  Uilk, 
l«»lh  ill  piildir  ami  piivnte.  altout  secession  and  a  >iew  Kiig- 
land  Convention,^  as  well  a»  much  vigoroua  dL>mmciation  of 
the  general  government.  This  was  known  l»^fni-e.  and  this 
i«  all  that  the  hitherto  uupnblisbed  correspondence  of  their 
most  prominent  lenders  reveals.  Mr.  Calmt'H  correspond- 
ence at  this  time  with  Colonel  Pickering,  with  whom  lie  whh 
OH  the  most  coniidenrial  tenns,  discloses  their  views  with  iho 
grei*tei»t  freedom;  and  it  has  been  given  here  with  ]>erfect 
fidnesK.  Xo  tiiice  is  to  be  found  of  a  plan  uf  !^]>anition  liko 
that  of  1804.  and  the  rest  of  the  Tickerinp  corrt-s]>omh*iiee  is 
eipially  ban-en.  There  may  have  lieen  philsnf  that  kind,  of 
which  not  only  Colonel  I'ickering  and  Mr.  Cabot,  but  all 
Colonel  Pickering's  corresj>ondents,  were  M-hoUy  unawaiv. 
Ilut  this  is  a  violent  infei-eiice ;  and  I  doubt  if  even  Mr. 
Adams  would  have  ventured  to  say  that  a  secew>iotl  Kcheme 
existed  in  New  Kngland.  fnmi  all  knowledge  of  wliieh  buth 
Colonel  I'ickering  and  Mr.  ('al)ot  were  excluded.  I  nra 
unahle  to  carry  further  a  refutation  of  T^fr.  Adnms'n  second 
and  tlfii-d  projjositiona,  herausw*  I  am  offering  negntive  proof 
which  cannot  in  it«  nature  he  final.  Rut,  until  direct 
atfiruativti  proof  of  some  sort  U  bi-ought  forward,  I    think 
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it  must  be  adiiiiltud  tliat  Lhure  watt  no  Feilenilltit  tiL'htune 
of  tH!ceS!>ioii  iu  I80T-8,  und  ilmt  tlic  leadiii's  did  not  tlieu 
or  at  any  |ircviau>)  tiiin!  (lt>sii-e  a  dissuhiliun,  ah  iti  iutelf 
a  goofi  and  adviuitagEHitis  event. 

The  (onrtli  clmrfje  rande  aipiinst  the  Foderaliata  by  J[r. 
Adumx  of  treasoiinlde  comnuinicaliion  with  Grf»t   Biitaiii 
in  much  graver  tliun  tlie  two  preceding  ones.     Fi>rl(itiHti*ly, 
it  i»  iiiorn  spi^cidr  and  nuti*<>  eaoily  iitt>t.     Mr,  Adama  baa  eup- 
|wrted  this  accnsaiioii  by  xvhat  he  seetnB  to  oonsider  gnotl  tfft- 
tiiiiony.     I  Imd  exiiected  from  the  liinffiingp  of  Mr.  Adams's 
jMtniphba  to  find  evidence  of  the  strongest  and  most  dainidng 
kind,  which  would  ivnder  the  tharjjv  at  least  hijjlily  probable  ; 
and  I  confeRS  to  great  surprise  when  J  found  my»elf  confronted 
by  thefuniilinr  form  of  .John  Henp_v.an<ll»y  nothing; iOhp.  The 
BtatiitCK  l>oth  of  Kngliinil  and  of   MsKRachnHetta  require,  in 
onler  to  convict  of  treason,  two  witnesscB ;  and  here  there  i» 
but  one,  unsworn  and  leHlifying  nothing.     By  the  lett<*r»  of 
a  »py  nlio  sneaked  into  the  houses  of  gentlemen  and  tsusf 
notliing,  of  an  informer  who  had  im  information  to  ^ve.uf  a 
crentnre  whoBoklhiBowu  Uisene^ss  and  ignorance  for  n  sum  of 
money,  Mr.  Adams  aftoks  to  establish  a  charge  of  treafion  and 
of  commnnicHtion  with  a  foreign  government  jigsiiust  men 
of  honorable  Uvea  and  high  reputation.     The  jnere  nientiwi 
of  Henry's  cluiracter  ought  to  be  enough  to  iinpeueh  his 
testimony,  were  it  ever  so  direct.     U«t  only  the  most  in- 
genioiiH  twJHiing  can  give  even  a  color  of  meaning  to  his 
vague  statements,  while  the  i*eb«tting  evidence  is  overwhelm- 
ing.    The  Ffdoralist*!  never  sought  to  deny  Henry's  chains. 
They  trejited  them  as  too  contemptibly  ridiculous  to  deaeiva 
notice.     A  few  wonlw  suffice  to  tcU  the  whole  story.     John 
Henry   was  an    Knglit^li   iidventurer,  who  had  mgrricd  an 
American  Iwdy  of  good  soinal  position.     Being  without  em- 
])Ioynient,  be  suggested  to  the  governor-general  of  CanHdn 
that  he  nbould  bt;  em]>t(>ye<]  to  gather  in  the   United  State* 
information  which  might  be  of  advantage  to  English  iu- 
teresta.      EJe  wcis   therefore   connnissioncd   by  Sir  James 
Craig,  the  governor  of  Caimda,  to  carrj-  out  this  meritorious 
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plftu.  He  went  to  Beaton,  where,  thanks  to  Lis  marriage 
ftnd  Bis  l<>tter8  of  intrcxjiif  tion,  he  wtut  admitted  to  the  best 
houses.'  At  lh«  iliiiiiet-tablfs  iu  Boston,  be  jmtbHbljt  bcjiid 
a  good  ileul  of  lw»u  talk  alM)ut  e)e]>aratioii,  a»  uell  a»  xtrong 
exjirrssions  of  sympathy  with  Great  Britain.  'I'lie  infor- 
ninlioii  lir  obtiiiticd  jiinoiiiitinl  iiitM'i'ly  to  [hi» :  tliac  in  his 
opinion,  if  war  wore  ileclared  against  England,  there  would 
l»robahly  be  a  congresw  of  the  Eastern  SUitfs  and  a  (lis!*oht- 
tion  of  tlie  Union.  If  tliis  were  to  happen,  ilenry  thoiiglit 
that  a  treaty  with  Gruat  Britain  would  follow,  but  what  cuu- 
net'tiwn  wonld  come  with  that  country,  lie  said,  "no  [wn-oii 
WHS  pivpared  to  describe."  This  was  all  he  karned,  ab»o- 
hitely  all,  —  the  unlinowii  results  of  a  contin((cncy.  He  had 
but  to  resw-l  the  papei*»  or  talk  with  the  gentlemen  at  whose 
houses  he  dined,  to  get  the  iufurmntion  un  which  he  bawd 
such  an  opinion.  He  offered'  nothing  hut  an  opinion,  a 
mere  conjecture  as  to  what  nii<,;ht  hap[)en  in  certain  eventa. 
He  did  not  even  khv  that  sneh  tilings  wnuld  htijtjM^n,  imt 
merely  that  such  wn»  bis  opinion,  if  war  wvre  declHred, 
which  he  did  not  think  pmbahle.  In  his  first  letter  from 
Boston,  be  says  he  has  not  discovered  himself  to  any  one, 
hut  tliHt  he  la  able  to  judgt:  of  the  proper  tinier  for  uieniiyii- 
ing  iin  alliancH  with  Great  Hritain ;  and  there  is  no  traeo 
in  Hubsequent  letters  tliiit  he  ever  changed  in  this  respect. 
The  only  ]M»Bsible  inference  is  that  he  neviT  did  diseover 
hiiuself,  and  there  is  not  a  vestige  of  proof  which  would 
lead  to  an  opposite  conclusion.  The  utmost  that  he  Siiys 
iu  I'egard  to  the  opinions  of  the  Federalists  is  that  the  men 
of  talents  and  property  preferred  separation  to  war  with 
(ireat  Bntain  and  alliance  wilh  France.  That  this  hnd 
been  the  vi*^w  of  many  heading  Fe<lei'aH8ts  for  a  number  of 
f  jiBars  is  now  well  known.  Their  one  absorbing  fear  was 
that  the  independence  of  the  country  would  be  saci-iliced, 
and  that  under  the  spei-iuiis  name  of  alliance  they  would 
(all  beneath  the  dominion  of  Bonaparte,  and  go  to  war 
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with  Great  Britain  as  the  nations  of  Europe  had  nln>nt]y 
been  cuinpfllt^d  to  do.  J:Ienry,  then,  Md  not  disclnsc  him- 
self to  any  one.  juilj^iig  Uy  his  own  h'ttci-K  iihrne.  Nor  tliil 
he  mentimi  the  name  of  »  single  in<li%*i4jinil  u»  ntithority 
even  for  tlie  views  wliicli  he  attnlmted  to  the  Ft-dt-rahsi*, 
or  for  the  opinion  which  he  hiniBelf  had  formed.  Hie  fom* 
mittee  on  foreign  i-elations.  after  maturely  considevinj;  the 
nwful  nature  of  the  Icttors  for  which  Mr.  Aliidison  [laiil  fifty 
thuiisaiid  dollai-H,  cmiw  io  tim  concluHiun  that  there  was 
notliing  to  he  done;  that  the  letters  contained  no  Kjx-ctfic 
cliargcs  and  no  unaea,  and  that  they  implicated  noho«ly. 
The  commit-tep  a]«i  examined  Connt  Crillaji,  a  friend  aaJ 
conipuuiuu  of  Henry,  ami  extracted  nothing  fntm  hini  hut 
a  repetition  of  }K>nr}''K  own  Btory.  In  short,  there  was 
nothing  to  tell.  Henry  tohl  all  he  could;  for  there  wl-i* 
no  motives  for  c<iiice;ilniPiit  pxccfit  a  Hense  of  honor,  whicli 
it  wotild  be  a  groae  absurdity  tn  impute  to  a  spy.  If  Henrv 
had  names  to  sell,  we  may  be  sui-e  that  they  -n'oidd  have  had 
then*  |>ricc,  and  that  be  would  have  sold  them.  The  only 
pcrBon  in  MaKMachut^ettti  connected  by  name  with  Henr}- wtu 
Governor  Gerrj',  who  gave  him  a  letter  of  Intrmluelion  tt>  th« 
President.  From  the  evidence,  therefore,  o(  Mr.  Athims'« 
only  witness  hi  support  of  his  charge,  it  apix^ra  th:tt 
Henry  never  disclosed  himself  as  an  agent  of  the  iSrilish 
government  to  any  one,  that  lie  could  tell  nothing  that  fljis 
not  known  befoiv.  and  that  lie  did  not  name  or  even  in- 
directly implicate  a  single  individual.  The  Uritish  govern- 
ment disowned  him,  and  refused  him  money  ;  and  the  new 
governor  of  Canada  would  do  nothing  fur  him.  This  he  it 
remembered,  was  before  he  diseovereil  himself.  Xever  an 
accredited  agent  of  England,  he  wjts  angered  at  the  vuld- 
neKK  with  which  he  was  treated.  Hut  Henr^'  was  an  avute 
olwerver  of  American  politics;  and  he  knew  that  the  mere 
fact  of  hia  having  acted  »8  a  British  spy  in  ^'evv  Knglantl 
would  be  a  Tiditahle  ^Hililicid  cry  tn  the  administration. 
He  therefore  »o1d  himself  to  Mr.  Mudison,  who  pnid  an 
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enormous  Bam,  with  the  very  simple  oljject  of  exciting 
anew  tlie  popiilnr  lisitreJ  of  Kiiglaml.  Tliin  wus  aii  oIU 
parly  trick ;  imd  i«*rhap8  we  cnii  Imixily  wonilcv  tlmt  Mr. 
MH<tiHoii  hIiouW  Iiave  again  oinplcypd  it,  nml  have  rai-ed 
little^  if  l>y  his  actions  lie  should  siiccei'd  in  fixing  an  odious 
fltigiiia  upon  his  oppoueuta  and  uix>n  the  StAtt^(l  ir  which 
they  lived,  ulthougb  be  roused  thereby  sectional  hatreds  iit 
a  ninm(!iit  when  wur  wu£  iiu|ii'nding  and  I'liion  all  impor- 
tant. In  fact.  Heni-v  niiikes  a  snrrv  witneas  in  the  culd, 
clear  light  of  the  present  day;  and  hia  testimony,  in  it«plf 
of  no  importance,  shows  absohitely  nothing  that  cannot  he 
better  known  without  it. 

Wo  are  now  in  a  position  to  consider  external  evidence, 
though  it  ia  merely  cmnnlalive  in  its  natiin; ;  for  Henry  is 
his  own  aU-Hiit1i<;iiMit  rrfutatiotk.  Tlie  I'VleniliKtii  knew  him 
when  he  waa  in  lloston  :  he  went  to  thetr  hounes.  and  mixed 
freely  with  them.  There  is,  however,  no  moiitinn  of  hiii 
name,  fts  far  as  I  am  aware,  in  any  of  the  Ffdemlist  corre- 
»])ondence  before  Mr.  Madison's  disHosui-es  in  1811.  The 
I'ickertn^  letters  puhliKlied  and  unpuldiKlied,  the  (.^nincy 
letters,  the  letters  of  Mr.  Cabot,  all  are  silent  before  that 
dfttft  as  to  the  existence  of  such  a  person  ns  Henry.  His 
visit  was  evidently  not  deemed  of  importance  by  any  of 
those  whom  he  met  in  Boston.  Even  when  he  made  hia 
disclosures,  the  Fedenilista  jpive  the  matter  but  little  at- 
tention, and  treated  it  as  a  mere  device  of  the  enemy.  I 
cannot  ('lii«e  this  brief  account  of  the  Heiirv*  episode  more 
fitlv  tliaii  M'itli  the  wnrfls  of  one  of  the  very  few  men  who 
in  that  period  of  bitter  political  feeling  kept  his  temjier, 
his  judjj^n'iit,  and  bin  jmwer  of  cool  obs««iTation  nnim- 
jwireJ.  Juiigo  Peters  writes  to  Colonel  rickering,  on 
March  18,  1812:  — 

••  I  have  rewl  the  mighty  oumnnmicatjoufl  by  the  Prewdent  of 
Henry's  espionage.  I  ihitik  il  h  niont  iiilifiil  i:>l(<ctii>iH*(>riug  ina- 
nccuvrt),  aud  I  um  oebamitl  of  tiiy  old  fricuil's  '  pudi  fur  populurity. 

>  Mr.  Mnilltan. 
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Nevi>rthcl(36ij,  it  will  have  tto  Bm.tl]  effect  Htnoiij;  thoso  on  whom  U 
u  intcndtKl  to  opi::nktc.  ^om*;  ot  our  politiciitiis  woiiiler  at  tUc  folly 
of  ]juhli»hing  hy  authority  libt-ltt  oti  the  IViuouniu,'  But  every 
thing  saw!  hv  Ili'ury  will  Ii^  Mttrilnited  to  British  enmity  »ikI  hjifj^J 
of  the  only  Irut-  and  iuiniat'uhitu  palriiits.  Thin  will  ki-pp  np  n-- 
Bfntinunt,  iinil  drive  tim  wnvvrhiii  into  llitf  old  phulitox  vtulHH(ii-d 
Bgatn»t  tlie  English  ami  Anplo-Fcilcrnlirt*.  All  Buffpringi*  hy  juni- 
commerrial  nieiuiirf'^  will  Ih>  fur^tt  for  iIir  mntnent,  and  the  frentjr 
will  have  its  effect  hefoiv  rejtsyn.  amonj;  Uio»e  who  huve  aiij",  trau 
rcsitine  it«  M>at.  I  think  the  prit/e  itf  hitt  traall  (or  any  gniKl  |mr- 
poev  would  be  liLgb  at  forly-eight  dollare.  Whether  a«  the  ntiw«- 
piLppt's  allrg<?  forty-eight  tli'msaiitl  have  been  paid,  1  naimot  pretend 
to  know  ur  In-lievo." 

*•  If  tliti  uM  humyr  prr»«imi.'cl  miiuri^  you  Biiggested  svriuns  deter- 
miufttiou  to  scparutr^  from  the  Union,  yonr  good  itense  would  hare 
deUTred  you  from  trusting  yourselves  ia  tlie  baads  of  Bttch  a 
j)lent|JOtenliary." 

Tbe  letter  from  which  I  have  tnade  tlies*  extracts 
on  tv  H|jeak  o£  Heury's  attempt  at  uegotiutiuu  an  at  oncei 
foolUh  and  iui|)nLctic*ab1e,  and  wi(b  lliis  judicial  sutnratng 
lip  of  the  whole  nflfair  we  may  be  content  to  leave  rtie 
guViject. 

Henry's  mission  took  place  in  1800  and  his  disclosurtw  in 
1812,  BO  that  in  dt'aliiig  with  the  case  I  have  been  obliged 
to  anticipate  the  order  of  events.  But  before  leaving  Mr. 
Adama'a  charge  of  British  influence,  the  evidenco  of  which 
I  have  tried  to  consider,  it  seema  not  inappropnale  to  still 
further  refute  liis  acensations,  by  dting  in  their  on-n  word* 
the  opinions  of  tlie  Federalists  on  the  political  aitiuition  iii 
iy07-8.  I  have  already  endeavored  to  describe  their  con- 
victions that  the  embargo  was  a  wicked  and  dangeroutj 
luoiiaure,  that  England  w.ia  lightiuf;  for  the  lilwrties  of  man-' 
kind,  and  that  war  with  her  was  ttie  greatest  oi  all  itoaAihle 
evils,  entailing,  as  they  believed  it  must,  un  alliance  with 
France  and  a  servile  submiiwiou  to  Itiuiaparte.     Tliey  syiu- 

I  The  icrvnlec-  part  of  the  llcnry  lellera  r<iR^«lc<l  <4  kfrn  aail  trelfr 
directed  criiicuma  on  the  party  ami  tlie  poUcy  of  Uie  Octnocnita. 
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patUaed  far  too  strongly  with  Engljuid ;  but  the  liaiie 
of  forci((ii  politic*  had  f;ilkn  upon  the  whole  couiitrj-,  nnti 
they  were  far  from  being  the  most  conspicuous  examples 
of  the  evil  effects  of  cutsidu  iriflufncea.  The  New  Etig- 
Innd  Fedemlists  prefenuil  a  sepiiration  to  an  Eugiihh  war; 
hut  in  their  hatred  of  the  embargo,  and  in  their  Kynipathy 
for  England,  they  were  in  full  accoi-d  with  their  party 
fiieadfl  elsewhere.  If  opinions  of  this  last  sort  were  Ireiwon- 
able,  us  wasfreelysiud  at  the  time,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of 
their  guilt.  Colonel  Pickering's  and  Mr.  Cabot's  views  have 
already  been  given  in  full ;  and  llie  nt-xt.  tlierefore.  whicli  I 
shall  quote  will  be  tho««P  of  John  Mnrshidl,  for  liU  nynipiithy 
with  England  differed  but  little  from  that  felt  by  thotte 
men  whom  Mr.  Adams  stigmatized  as  Tories  and  a  ]iriti»h 
faction. 

MaNSHALL   to    PlOKEKlNO. 

KicHxoKD,  Doc.  IB,  1808. 

My  dear  Sir.  —  I  lliank  yoti  vBr_j'  iiuivri'ly  for  die  i>xn>llrnt 
Bpeeches '  l.iU-ly  [UOtvvrLt]  in  IIil>  Sotmic,  wliit-h  y"ii  Imvc  been  ho 
obliging  06  to  traaHinil  nie.  If  souuti  nrguuiL^iit  and  currec^t  ri-us»n- 
ing  vould  auve  our  couiurv,  iL  wuiiM  be  viivud.  ^'uiUiug  r»n  be 
more  completely  domonslmtwl  tlii»n  lli<>  inonicary  of  tlit-  emlMrgo, 
yet  tlial  ileniniiHlnLliua  iteoinA  U)  Ite  of  no  uvail.  I  fear  mnnt  ^ri* 
oosly  Umt  tb«  namv  B]>int  wliicb  no  tvMciuusIy  msiiitiiiiiK  ttiii 
meuiirc  will  in)|>el  im  to  u  wiir  with  the  only  power  wbii-li  prolci'tn 
any  pan  of  the  civiliztil  worlil  from  the  ilc^puiism  of  ihiu  tyruut 
wiLh  wtiiHii  we  atb:)ll  then  lie  itcr.uigRd. 

You  have  shown  that  the  principle  commonly  «ill<>fl  the  rule  of 
1756  is  of  roucb  earlier  date,  aiul,  1  fear,  hare  al»o  shown  to  what 
motive*  the  embargo  i»  to  he  tntowl. 

But  [  ahfliain  IVoni  ri'niai-ka  on  tlm  questjou.  With  great  and 
sincere  esteem,  I  am,  dear  siri 

Your  ubedient  J.  Mabsuall. 

Mr.  Stoddert,  John  Adama'a  Secretary  of  tlio  Navy,  writes 
on  Dec.  6,1809:  — 

'  On  tlie  cmbar^ 
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"  I  we  liy  Mr.  GrIoH's  inflammdinry  rewlniion*  ihat  there  are 
men  wlio  uienii  to  second  the  views  tlincloMxl  h_v  the  calniiet  lo 
bring  on  ft  war  with  En|;Iaitil,  tvhirli  cm*  oiilr  end  in  opt-u  ami 
anknowlo<l^-fi  suhniiasion  to  tJio  riih;  of  Fmnw," 

^  I  um  iiifi  iiiiw  Kitignliir  ill  tlie  ho|K'  that  y*.m  will  iiow  BHve  It 
from  ft  war  thul  would  be  more  fal«l  than  a  civil  war." 

Dec.  19,  1808.  Jamea  Roes,  of  Peniisyl^'ania,  writes :  — 

"Snch  l<i  ihp  condition  of  tho  Old  Worlrl  that,  nnlt'as  we  rc«K 
luiely  and  siniL-ilily  chuii^t:  wur  UHtioiuiI  liuhitti  aiid  t'haniftvr.  iiiilf« 
we  ft«)>tiiii«  »  iiiilitiiry  iitxti-u^  of  «  iic^»li:iliii{;,  l(.'ni|>orixiii^  \wl- 
icy,  we  are  anJnne.  To  Iw  Rufe  fmiii  wiuiroii  insult  and  ntlai'k.  we 
must  be  armeil  on  Ihe  ocenn  nod  on  the  l«nd,  ...  I  hav*  txmi^id- 
»rvd  the  enibni^  as  a.  trit-k,  a  mere  uii^kiiamo,  deviswl  liy  iJio  Pni- 
idi'iit  ti>  conceal  tin*  ri-al  df^i^ii  and  olijijci  of  the  uabiiicl.  whirh 
Will  in  i*ff«vt  lo  comply  with  tin.-  iK-iiiundv  of  Bon»iittrt»^.  niid  lo  «htit 
our  ]>irU  against  Kngli^^h  commerce  on  this  side  of  the  AilatiliCi 
while  he  cuinpelleil  all  Europe  to  do  ihe  sonte." 

John  .Ihv  E^yK,  in  tlmnking  Pickvring  for  copies  of  tli« 
Ifttter's  apt'cedea ;  — 

"On  reading  your  speech,  I  ohnifrvA  B^iilimente  which  rminiff'At 
yonr  e«Cecm  nni]  demnnfl  my  nrkiiowlerlf^ents.  Il  is  dc«inible  that 
no  errors  be  permitted  lo  [>rev«i]  either  in  present  or  future  rcla- 
liye  to  the  indiio<*monts  andl  objects  of  the  embargo,  or  relntive  to 
thi!  coiinetjuenct'ii  resulting  (mm  iI.  A  full.  fair,  iiiid  able  expn^ 
tiun  of  thu  origin  nud  pruj^>tS9  of  our  national  embarrasHnenU 
vonld  be  oseful." 

Charles  Camdl  of  CarrolUon,  who  survived  all  the  otlier 
Biljnora  of  the  Dechiration  of  Independence,  says  (Dec.  81, 

1808) : — 

"The  antipnthjr  of  thifi  mnn  [Jefferson]  to  England,  and  hi* 
predilection  for  Franne.  pnBMoni*  of  which  hU  BUooesKir  strongly 
|>arlake«,  will,  I  fear,  ruin  our  country." 

Mr.  CaiToU  attribute*!  the  embargo  to  the  dictates  of 
Bonaparte.  mIio  in  liiK  opiitioti  ^iimed  at  nothing  uhort  of 
universal  dominion.     His  letter  continues;  — 
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*'  I  have  no  predilection  for  England  nor  antipathy  to  France; 
but  the  former  I  wish  success  in  the  present  war,  because  that  suc- 
cess will  establish  the  liberties  of  Europe  and  the  independence  of 
our  own  country,  now  in  jeopardy." 

Rufua  King  writes  to  Colonel  Pickering,  Jan.  15, 
1809:  — 

"  I  beg  of  you  to  thank  Mr.  Hillhouse,  in  my  behalf,  for  his  use- 
ful and  constitutional  speech  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Giles's  oppressive 
and  tyrannical  bill  to  enforce  the  eoibargo.  These  measures  niuy 
be  borne  for  a  time,  but  they  cannot  be  of  long  duration.  You  will 
have  seen  the  proceedings  of  a  numerous  meeting  in  this  city." 

Mr.  King  thoroughly  sympathized  with  England  in  the 
midst  of  the  stru^le  which,  as  he  says  elsewhere,  "was 
changing  the  face  of  the  world." 

The  public  declarations  of  the  Federalists  were  no  less 
explicit,  not  only  in  their  opposition  to  the  embargo,  but  in 
their  firm  adherence  to  the  naval  policy  and  neutrality  of 
Washington.  Mr.  Quincy,  in  an  eloquent  speech  (Novem- 
ber, 1808),  after  declaring  the  embargo  to  be  a  practical 
submission  to  both  belligerents,  said :  — 

"But  to  my  eye  the  path  of  our  duty  is  as  distinct  as  the  milky 
way,  —  all  studded  with  living  sapphires  and  glowing  with  cumu- 
lating light.  It  is  the  path  of  active  preparation,  of  dignified  en- 
ergy. It  it  the  path  of  1776.  It  consists  cot  in  abandoning  our 
rights,  but  in  supporting  them,  as  they  exist,  and  where  they  exist, 
—  on  the  ocean  as  well  (U  on  the  land.  It  consists  in  taking  the 
nature  of  things  as  the  measure  of  the  rights  of  your  citizens, 
not  the  orders  and  decrees  of  imperious  foreigners.  Give  what 
protection  you  can.  Take  no  counsel  of  fear.  Your  strength 
will  increase  with  the  trial,  and  prove  greater  than  you  are  now 
aware." 

About  the  same  time,  Mr.  Lloyd  had  said  in  the 
Senate :  — 

"  Remove  the  embargo,  authorize  the  merchants  to  arm  -their 
vessels,  put  the  nation  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  assert  your  well- 
established  and  indisputable  rights,  or  periah  iu  the  contest." 
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An  earnest  letter  from  Mr.  11. 0.  Otis  to  Mr.  Qiiiucy.  npon 
the  speech  from  uliirli  I  linvc  quoted,  shows  hi>wthormipli!y 
in  BynipHthy  the  UxUmv  whs  with  thu  Wudom  at  hoint:;.  The 
suggestion,  in  the  snme  letter,  of  h  convention  "  to  pruvide 
some  moili!  nf  relief  [frtiiii  the  emhai-po]  (hut  may  not  he 
inrnntist^nt  trith  the  utti'm  of  tfifge  S'tatex,"  is  inthciitive  tint 
only  of  the  misery  which  the  system  of  maritime  restrio 
tions  had  already  hrou^dit,  but  shows  exactly  how  far  Mr. 
Adaniti's  *'  plot "  hail  pnit-ei^leil.  Harassed  and  nearly 
ruined  by  the  ernhargo,  threatened  by  riot  and  domfHtie 
insurrection,  the  Federalists  discussed  extreme  measures. 
This  letter  of  Mr.  Otis  gw-s  further  than  any  other  at  this 
time;  but  there  i»  very  little  jjlot  about  it,  and  certainly 
nothing  like  combination. 

In  the  aamo  year  (1808),  the  Legislature  of  MaKRaclm- 
setts  passed  resolutions,  in  which  they  avowed  themselves 
ready  to  bear  every  privation  of  war,  although  bclieWng  a 
pejice  ptdicy  to  be  the  true  one,  and  begged  earnestly 
for  au  t^nicienl  navy.  'I'hiti  in  not  the  huigitiige  of  liniid- 
ity,  of  fanatieal  lovers  of  peace,  nor  of  Tory  sym[Kii hirers. 
If  sm-li  opposition  as  this  frustrated  Mr.  Jeflferson's  long- 
ing for  a  sterner  and  more  warlike  poliey,  he  must  have 
labored  under  a  sad  misapprehension  as  to  his  opjionents* 
real  wishes. 

Extnicta  miglit  be  multiplied  from  the  writingH  of  the 
New  England  Feih'nilists,  expressing  views  identical  with 
those  just  quot^nl.  Hut  the  latter  are  sufficient  to  give 
au  exact  and  truthful  picture  of  Fwlendist  opinion  at  this 
time,  aud  to  enahlu  us  to  compare  it  with  the  policy  of  the 
administration  which  they  resisted  and  opjHMied.  Sueh  a 
comparison  would  be  the  surest  and  most  complete  vindiea- 
tion  of  the  Federalists  that  could  be  devised.  It  would 
justify  the  motto  proiwsed  for  their  convention  in  i*eTiD- 
sylvauia,  "  Union,  jjcnce,  and  no  foreign  alliance."* 

The  new  year  (180P)  opened  with  the  imsMtge  of  the 
*  Lvtl«r  fruub  .Abraham  !>lii-plit-rd,  in  Fii-kering  USS. 
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enforring  act,  a  measure  capnlite  of  Icailin*;  lo  the  greatest 
tyranny,  oppreiction,  and  fraud.  To  the  aulTering  people  of 
Kew  England,  it  wa*  the  last  straw.  We  read  of  a  town 
meeting  in  Uuittuu  deniUJiding  that  the  L^'gUluture  should 
resist  the  enforcing  act ;  nnd  wc  ciinnot  but  reciiU  unotlmr 
meeting  of  the  »atne  t<i\vn  fifty  yeara  before,  when,  under 
the  guidance  of  Sanmel  AJanis,  the  i-epresentatives  were 
uiBlniuted  to  resist  the  first  attempt  to  tax  America.  Lin- 
coln, ujHtn  wlioni  ihe  office  of  governor  devolved  at  Sulli- 
van's death,  deprefated  in  his  sjjeeeh  at  the  opening  of  the 
Bcsttion  the  hostility  of  Xew  England  to  the  new  nieasureu, 
and  also  the  threats  of  secession  now  growing  loudt^r  and 
louder.  A  committee,  headed  by  ilr.  Gore,  brought  in  a 
report  which  tcKik  iidvanred  Federalist  ground  against  the 
French  and  the  cmbiu'go  and  in  favor  of  England.  The 
committee  &aid:  — 

**Let  CongreM  rttpeal  tlm  omhar|;o,  annid  the  convention  with 
FniiK'e,  furbid  nil  wiiiuitTcinl  intpntittrst-  with  tli»r  Frcin-'li  'lotiiiii- 
ious,  ami  our  intljlic  hihI  |>rivxte  nhiym,  hihA  unfurl  tlic  r«|inbl)CMii 
banner  against  the  iin[>erinl  slauditnl." 

The  answers  of  both  Houses  to  the  governor  were  in  a 
fliuiilar  strain.  Any  idea  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  waa 
disclaimed,  hut  it  was  intimated  very  distinctly  that  the 
embargo  and  its  adjuncts  were  not  laws.  Both  Ilonsfs  <le- 
nounced  the  enforcing  act,  as  in  many  respects  "  oppressive, 
UQcouslitutioiLal,  and  not  legally  binding ; "  but  they  adviued 
peaceable  and  legal  iieftistHUce.  At  tlie  aanie  lime,  they 
jHiMsetl  a  bill  prohibiting  the  eenrch  of  dwelUng-lumsiTa 
autlutriKed  hy  ibti  enforcing  act.  just  as  a  former  Miissacliu- 
setts  assembly  liad  passed  a  bill  to  limit  the  operation  of 
writs  of  assistance.  The  ships  hung  their  flags  at  half-mast 
when  the  commandant  a(  tia-  fort  received  ortlers  to  aUow 
none  of  them  to  leave  the  Imt-bor,  and  the  Legislature  rc- 
siftted  the  use  of  the  militia  by  Lincoln  to  enforce  the 
obnoxious  laws.     Fresh  threats  were  heard  ivom  tbe  town. 
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and  the  voice  of  Raiulolph  rernllRil  to  Jefferson  tlie  fiite  of 
Loiil  Xortli.     Nnw.  trio,  did  Mr.  Ailitnm,  l»y  letUir  ami  liy 
vonl  of  mouth,  warn  tiU  new  lillioj  a^inst  the  evil  <)ej^ij^is 
of  hia  friciuU  and  felloM'-citizAns.     Klxaf^cmted   and  di** 
torted  by  suspicion  as  this  wnniin^  xvas,  it  came  none  too 
soon.     Thv  spirit  of  rBoiHtanue  was  risinij  fa»l  iu  Nuw  Kiig- 
Inml ;  and,  hurl  it  once  broken  looitc,  no  man  couM  have 
tamed  it.     It*>liind  th*-  Irgnl  »nd  HtuMmrn  i>p|)osition  of  tho 
Irfgislntnre  liirkerl  po8«il)dities  o(  secession  and  civil  wnr, 
anJ  they  wvre  «ach  moment  coining  nearer  and  growing 
moi'e  distinct.     Tiie  people  of  MnasaobuDetts  had  in  former 
times  thrown  Andi-us  into  prison  and  rtiHMi  apiinst  llutcii- 
inson  for  oppfession  bnt  little  heavier  tlmn  that  frnm  whii-h 
they  now  suffered.     They  would  Imvc  been  unworthy  of 
their  race,  and   contemptible   as  men,  had  th«y  not  l>ecn 
ready    to    fight  when    tliey    Uonently    believud    ihenitwlres 
intolerably   wronged.      They   intfliuled    to   exliauBt   evwi-y 
form  of  lepil  op{Ki8ition;  and,  if  that  did  not  avail,  tb^y 
were  remly  to  dniw  the  sword.     This  wa.s  the  spirit  which, 
rightly  or  wrongly  dii-eettsd,  hiw  always  mad«  the  Engtiah 
race   respected   find    respectable;   and    this  was    the  spirit 
whi<-h  WHS  abroad    in   New   Kiigland,  in  1809.     Moreover, 
the  contHgion  wils  spreading.     Other  States  were  passing 
out  of  the  eontrol  ^)f  the  Deinoenxcy.     All  men  save  one 
saw  that  not  only  political  change,  bnt  the  ruin  of  the 
country  was  imminent,  if   the  euilNirgo  potioy  ahonld  he 
persisted  in.      Itnt,  altliniigh  tint  Pret^iilent  wotiht  not  lUnin- 
don  Ilia  theory,  the  dreail  of  anre  dealruction   now  proved 
stronger  with  the  faitlifnl  majority  than  the  wore!  of  their 
master.     The  Northern  Uepublicflns,  intluenced  by  the  great 
abilities  of  Story,  that  "  psendoKepnblican,"  aa  Jefferson 
in    the    bitttenieHS   of    his    heart   afterwards   calh'il    hi»i. 
gave  ground;  their  Southern  allies  were  (lemoralized  j  the 
Federalists  pressed   the  a-wault,  the    great   majority  gn^'e 
way  in  all  directions,  tbr  pml>argo  was  repeah>d,  and  .h-lfer- 
son  defeated.     He  mourned  over  tliis  ihs  a  fatal  measure, 
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yet  lie  was  not  without  compensating  siiocesse«.  Tlit^  navy 
appropriution  wns  vei-y  small,  and  tlie  tmny  bill  wns  tle- 
ft>;it«d.  At  least,  tlie  country  was  so  completely  lumrmed 
that,  even  if  the  removal  of  the  enibiirgo  were  to  leud  to 
Wiir.  hut  little  tij^lithig  could  be  done ;  for  there  were  uo 
weapons.  The  closing  days  o(  Jefferson's  administrRtion 
present  »  wretehed  mwctuele.  The  jKirty  bul  brukeu  from 
their  leader's  cherished  policy,  and  neither  he  nor  they  had 
any  other  to  Kuggt'Ht.  A  fntntic  r>l}j(H!tioii  to  doing  any 
tbin<;  that  by  any  j»iSKitiility  cuuld  lejid  tu  war  wjis  the  one 
distinct  notion  nmong  the  Democnits;  and  so.  after  much 
]ipat<'tl  and  fiitili^  wrangling,  Congress  finnlly  pjiswd  ^Ir. 
Mudison^s  feeble  nun-intercourse  bill,  ingeniously  catitrivei.1 
to  lie  perfectly  ineffective  and  yet  th<)niuglily  irritating. 
With  this  measure,  Jeffei-son's  second  hirni  ciinie  to  an  end. 
Mr.  Madison  sureneded  to  a  terrible  task.  His  piftte- 
eeaaor  had  so  ho]wU'ssly  entangled  every  tiling  that  it  is 
donbtful  if  a  Cromwell  or  a  Itiehelieu  could  ever  havo 
unnivelled  the  knots,  but  thut  Mr.  Madison  was  wholly 
unable  to  do  so  is  [lerfectly  clear.  The  la^t  hours  of  Jeffrr- 
Bon's  otlicial  life  luid  Inien  elouded  willi  defeat;  yet.  coiild 
be  bnvo  shaken  off  hia  delusions,  lie  might  have  resunted 
his  former  sway.  For  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  other  lianil, 
to  assert  and  maintain  tJie  Ifjidersliip  of  bis  (li»«orgiiiii£ed 
piirty  was  an  impossibility.  The  magic  touch,  the  delicate 
management,  the  light,  finn  hand,  had  departed  with  Jef- 
fi'rsoii:  and  the  Democratic  party  dragged  thi^ir  n«'W  eliii'f 
])elp1es.i]y  at  the  wlieclH  of  liis  own  eliancit.  In  dealing  with 
these  new  conditions,  the  Feileralista  made  a  great,  a  capital 
niistitke.  They  assumed  that  Mr.  Madison  had  sncrei'ili'd 
not  only  to  all  the  insignia,  but  to  all  the  real  iH>\ver.  and 
to  all  the  prinri|dus  of  his  iUuKtiiuus  predBceaDrtr ;  and  they 
threw  all  responsibility  upon  him  for  evei-j-  party  measure, 
nm  they  had  formerly  done  ujion  Jefferson.  Xotliing  could 
have  been  more  erroneous  or  more  unjust  than  such  a  course, 
and  it  was  of  evil  cousequence  to  those  who  atlhered  to  it. 
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Mr.  Mailison  whs  in  trutli  a  Federalist  iit  heart  and  br  tem- 
jwrnment,  and  ho  wad  ever  a  ino<It^rat«,  wise,  and  conoilin- 
tory  man.  He  now  found  himself  at  the  head  of  a  brukvu 
and  disorifaiiized  party,  with  u  powerful  and  increasing  op- 
|HKiitioD  to  his  policy  umong  liis  followers.  Had  the  Fed- 
eraliata  but  taken  ailvania^'n  of  hiu  diHiciillias  in  thi>  proper 
way,  they  might  have  obtstined  a  controlling  position,  and, 
with  the  lielp  of  eon»ervativ«  Democnils,  hiive  beaten  off  the 
war  j«irty,  now  rising  into  prominence.  They  were  unluck- 
ily too  much  blinded  by  the  fierce  pai'ty  apirit  of  the  timea 
to  »ee  jilainly  their  opjwrtunity.  yet  in  the  first  months  of 
the  now  admiiiistnition  it  scempd  quite  probable  tliat  they 
and  Mr.  Madison  might  come  together  for  mutual  supjiort. 
This  deceitful  hope  was  excited  by  tlie  Entkitie  negi»tialion. 
Mr.  Ki'Kkinc  WHS  a  Fiincei*e  friend  to  this  coimtrv,  and  most 
desirous  to  heat  the  dllTorencea  existing  with  England.  He 
presented  certain  conditions  demsinded  by  Mr.  Canninp  as 
essential  preliminaries  to  a  negoiintion ;  and  onr  government 
nccepteil  these  condttiona,  bnt  with  such  limitationn  tlmt 
Erskino  was  obliged  to  ovei-stcp  hiit  instnidionR,  in  onlcr 
to  go  on  with  the  trciity.  Tliift  !ie  did.  liowever;  and  the 
preliminary  arrangement  was  signed,  and  sent  to  Knglaitd. 
Canning,  with  the  sliort-fiighted  and  brutal  arrogance  of 
M'hich  he  was  at  times  capable.  Utok  advanta^  of  Er^ikiiie's 
viululiun  of  his  instnictlouK,  and  rcfuaed  a  ratifieaLion  to 
what  bad  been  done.  iJuch  impolitic  action  on  the  part 
of  Kngland  set  every  thing  adrift  !tg»in.  The  non-inter- 
course act  was  renewed ;  and  tlie  Koilenilists,  who  had  com* 
round  toward  the  nuppoi't  of  Mr.  Mndi»on,  at  the  news  of 
the  successful  negotiations  now  ruj^hed  again  into  bitter 
opportition.  Ag:iiii  they  called  Mr.  Madison  the  disciple  of 
Jefferaon,  the  udmirer  of  France,  the  man  who  would  not 
make  peace  with  England  on  any  terms.  Here,  too.  they 
blunderetl  politically,  and  wei-e  unjnst  to  their  opponent. 
Mr.  Madison's  policy  was,  in  conception  at  least,  a  wi«e 
and  intelligent  one.     He  wished,  if  possible,  to  make  peace 
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with  Etif^land;  but  lie  wafl  dptprminF-il  that,  if  the  negoti^ 
tiona  broke  donii,  the  blame  of  failure  should  rest  upon 
England  alone.  Hod  he  behaved  in  a  perfectly  Htmigbt* 
forward  way,  tliis  plan  would  have  been  successful  ;  but, 
while  he  neither  accepted  iiur  refused  the  conditiQtiH  pro- 
poned by  Kmkine,  he  drew  the  Uritish  minister  oa  to  moke 
coooeesiona  olearly  unwarranted  by  the  instruetinn«.  This 
slight  tinge  of  duplicity  gave  ground  to  bis  enemies  to 
say  that  Erskine  had  been  disingenuously  treated,  and  that 
peace  was  not  resilly  desired.  So  the  bitter  antiigonism 
flamed  up  more  fiercely  than  ever;  and  the  failure  of  Er^ 
tfkine's  8ucce»sor,  Jackson,  and  his  quarrcb  with  the  ailniin- 
istrdtion,  gare  fresh  rC!l«ons  forsunpicion  and  distrust.  Mr. 
Madison  was  meantime  pressed  by  difUculties  on  the  other 
side.  Tiirreau,  the  French  minister,  suldreased  to  our  gov- 
ernment a  letter,  warning  us  to  desist  from  the  Erskme 
negotiation,  and  so  dictatorial  and  insulting  in  its  language 
that  it  rouses  a  keen  feeling  of  shame  and  indignation  even 
now.  Mr.  Madi.son  swallowed  the  afTmnt  with  the  best 
grace  he  could,  and  said  bnt  little  as  to  the  French  outrages 
and  ueizures  of  vessel's,  which  were  now  reuewwd  in  great 
abund^mce.  Silence  also  was  preserved  as  to  Cadore's  infa- 
mous letter  to  Armstrong,  commanding  as  to  go  to  war  with 
England  under  pain  of  the  EnijKiror's  diKpiuasure.  The 
President's  tameneag  under  tlie  abuse  of  France  showed 
him  to  be  still  hampered  by  the  raaxiras  of  Jefferson,  and 
destroyed  the  faint  belief  of  the  Fedenillst*  in  Ins  freeilom 
from  French  iulluenoe.  Mr.  Madison  was  himself  to  bluuie 
for  all  this,  and  his  feeble  conduct  under  French  a{q>;re»)iona 
laid  him  fairly  open  to  the  really  undesen'ed  imputation  of 
being  a  French  uj-mpathizer.  That  the  irnpreHsion  of  his  ser- 
vility  towards  Bona[Hirte  was  generally  diffused  among  even 
teni]>entto  men  by  his  conduct  appears  from  a  letter  of  John 
Marslmlt  to  Mr.  Quincy.     The  Chief  Justice  says:  — 

**  I  had  sapposcil  the  tale  letter  to  Mr.  Armstrong,  snil  the  late 
seizure  of  an  American  vessel,  limply  because  she  was  an  Amen- 
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CAti,  ndrled  to  previous  baniing«,  rftnaonig,  and  coDflscationi,  would 
have  exliaatlet]  lo  ttie  dregv  our  cuj)  at  eorvilUy  am]  dt^nduCKMt) 
but  these  measures  ap|)far  lo  make  no  impreMiou  on  tlioso  to  whom 
tiic  United  Status  coiilidu  Lhuir  dosttiiics.  To  wb«t  jioiiil  ar«  wu 
verging  ?  "  * 

When  CongreM  came  together,  although  Mr.  MafVwon 
was  fully  SDpportcd  in  hU  trcatiueut  of  ^Ir.  Jackaon,  di^- 
orj^^aukation  was  very  apparent  in  tlie  ratihs  of  the  old 
«F(>fri;r)70tiiiLti  pliiilunx.  The  restrictive  comtnercial  policy 
no  longer  found  eager  support,  and  even  the  Federalist  doc- 
trine of  free  commerce  met  with  more  acceptance^  while 
Mr.  Gallatin's  navigation  art  was  ultimately  defeated. 

From  tbis  time  until  the  actual  deoluration  of  war.  our 
unbappy  President  and  liis  administration  plunged  from 
one  difficulty  int-o  another,  and  every  fresh  efTort  to  extri- 
cate the  country  only  serveil  to  sink  it  deeper.  A  breach 
in  the  English  cabinet,  and  the  favorable  dispoaition  nf  Lord 
Wellesley,  afforded  a  moinentarj-  gleam  of  hope  and  an  op- 
portunity to  i-enew  negotiation.  But  even  this  distant  prus- 
peitt  of  ntlibf  was  daikuiiL-d  by  the  inci'eased  nunil>eraiid 
insolence  of  the  French  seizures  and  by  the  publication  of 
the  Ilambouillet  decree,  which  seemed  to  achieve  the  im- 
possible by  inllicting  fresh  injury  on  our  already  shattered 
neutral  rights.  Althnngli  Mr.  Tinhney's  n^otlaliou  with 
the  new  cabinet  failed,  yet  the  0|)euing  of  our  ixirts  led  to 
a  revival  of  trade  at  which  Kngiand  connived,  and  a  better 
state  of  feeling  was  geiieriilly  appan.>nt.  The  French  gov- 
ernment were  alarmed,  fearing  that  their  hold  upon  ihe 
United  States  was  loosening;  and  they  llterefore  ingen- 
iously took  measures  to  entrap  us  into  an  open  conflict 
with  Gn^at  Britain,  lionapiirte  offered  to  withdraw  \i\» 
decrees,  on  condition  that  we  should  insist  on  England's 
withdrawal  of  the  orders  in  couneil.  lie  had  not  in  realltv, 
we  may  be  sure,  the  slightest  intention  of  revoking  h(<i 
decrees,  but  merely  wished  to  induce  us  to  make  proposals 

■  See  Quincf'a  UI»  of  Jotiah  Qiilacjr,  p.  2M. 
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to  En^lnnd  when  wc  Imd  no  security  tbnt  our  offers  woulil 
be  made  good.  lie  deKii*d  to  make  ii8  a  (fo-Wtween,  to 
force  11$  into  tlie  position  of  bargaining  in  the  Fi'em-li  inter- 
est, and  then,  by  a  Kiiiiiilti  refusal  to  i>ari-y  out  the  [iroiui^es 
he  authoriKtid  us  to  oSfer.  to  miike  England  reject  our  over- 
tun?s,  and  to  leave  as  embroiled  in  a  hopeless  quarrel  with 
hi»  one  opponent.  The  iniae  was  only  too  snrwssfid.  Jfr. 
Madison,  entirely  deceived  by  the  lie*  of  the  French  Kin- 
peror,  blundered  head-fintt  into  the  enare,  and  fonnd  himself 
engaged  with  a  third  party  in  a  quarrel  about  French  inter- 
ests. At  the  news  of  iho  Fn-iicli  pro|>ositions.  the  Fe*leral- 
ists  took  strong  ground  Hg»inHt  them,  ur^ng  that  only  the 
wildest  folly  would  consent  to  risk  our  British  trade  for  the 
sake  of  French  privilegt-«.  w]ilch,  even  if  really  given,  were 
well-nigh  worthless.  All  opposition^  however,  was  vain. 
Mr.  Aladisou  persisted  in  Ids  attempt  to  coerce  England  by 
means  of  the  French  decrees,  which  be  assisted  by  a  jirochi^ 
mation  reviving  the  non -importation  act  in  all  its  ohl  sever* 
ity  and  injiiKtiee.  AVhen  Rjimlolph  prnpnsud  tlio  repeal  of 
the  act,  he  was  told  that  it  was  a  pledge  to  Franco.  Vet, 
at  the  very  time  that  we  were  thus  Macrificing  our  jiiteresta  U> 
those  of  Bonaparte,  our  vessels  were  still  seized  by  his  ships, 
and  condemned  in  his  courts ;  and  S^errurier.  the  new  French 
minister,  did  not  bring  to  Wiwhington  even  an  offer  of  in- 
demnity for  all  the  injuries  of  our  faithless  ally.  Even  such 
grossly  outrageous  conduct  on  the  part  of  France  eonld  not 
undeceive  Mr.  Madison.  By  way  of  show ng  confidence  in 
the  French,  new  and  stricter  clauses  were  added  to  the  non- 
importiition  act;  and  Hubert  Smith  was  forced  from  the 
cabinet,  not  merely  because  he  was  incompetent,  as  Mr. 
Madi^n  very  righily  asserted,  but  also  boeaiine  he  failed  to 
comprehend  the  policy,  and  would  in.sist  that  the  Emperor 
never  meant  to  recall  the  decrees.'  While  Mr.  Madison 
was  thus  e.\hibiting,  in  appearance  at  least,  fresh  proofs  oE 

1  See  Smiih'a  Addn-M  U>  the  Prople  of  the  Called  Sutn,  1811;  ako 
AddreM,  with  I*ickering'*  Review,  ISIS;  end  Acuwer  to  A(li}n<M,  Ac.,  WH. 
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faith  in  France,  tlie  English,  who  Imd  no  confidence  in 
Fi-cneh  prorniftes,  refuMwl  to  trust  to  them,  even  vrlicn 
offered  hy  ub.  The  result,  of  oounie,  w«»  tlio  failure  of 
the  negotiation  and  the  retam  of  Pinkney.  He  was  soon 
followed  by  thft  new  Ilrilifih  envoy,  Mr.  Auguatua  Foster, 
the  prospects  of  whose  mlasion  were  not  brightened  by  the 
affaii-  of  the  ^  President "  and  the  "  Little  Belt."  Mr.  Mad- 
ison, however,  accepted  the  rejwnition  offered  by  Fo!*tpr 
for  the  "  CheHnpoalte  "  affair,  which  was  idrntiml  in  tprim 
with  that  scornfully  i-ejected  by  Jefferson  four  years  pre- 
viously- N«verthe!e»».  the  negotiation  did  not  proceed. 
To  Foster's  request,  that  on  the  revocation  of  the  British 
orders  we  should  peremptorily  demand  the  withdrawal  of 
the  French  decrees,  Mr.  MadiKon  replied  that  we  conid 
not  dictate  to  France.  This  was  no  doubt  perfoctiv  true, 
but  we  had  made  no  difficulty  wlten  the  French  requested 
a  similar  attempt  on  our  jmrt  at  dictation  to  England. 

But  however  perilous  our  foreign  relations,  a  more  cer- 
tain sign  of  coming  conflict  was  to  be  found  in  the  rise  to 
inflnoncD  and  power  of  the  new  war  party.  The  members 
of  this  new  faction  were  principally  drawn  from  the  great 
Democratic  majority,  but  they  were  men  of  very  different 
stuff  from  those  who  had  followed  so  long  at  the  heejn  of 
Mr.  JoffiTHon.  Their  principal  supimrt  came  from  llie 
rude  population  of  tiic  interior  and  backwoods  settlfmenu. 
Their  leaders  were,  for  the  moat  part,  young,  rough,  un- 
trained, and  impetuous.  They  brought  with  them  all  that 
wonderful  power  uf  blatant  aelf-glorilication,  which  for  m 
many  years  after  made  our  nation  ridiculous,  and  which  is 
only  juat  now  paasinj:;  into  well-deserved  eontempt.  They 
were  at  first  about  as  fit  to  deal  with  delicate  4ue«tion« 
of  foreign  or  domestic  policy  as  an  Asliantee  savage  with 
a  clironometur  watch,  or  a  Patagouian  Indian  with  a  mioro 
scope.  But  they  represented  a  new  plwae  and  a  real  fiirc© 
in  our  [xiUtics,  and  they  re^presented  them  tmly.  Their 
coming  signilied  that  the  old  regime  was  over,  that  our  noli- 
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tics  and  our  politicians  wore  henceforth  to  be  aa  demo- 
eratic  as  our  principles.  They  were  the  sign  tliat  we  were 
really  deinoci-atic  altogetlier,  ami  they  represent*'*!  a  new 
depurture  tii  all  tbu  t)epiir(meutt)  nud  iu  the  cliaracler  of 
public  Life.  In  1811.  tliey  apjxiui'ed  to  the  meniliers  of  the 
old  particB  violent,  strange,  unci  abtionnaU  for  tlwir  coming 
marked  an  era  in  our  liistniy :  they  ah^orhed  the  vital  prin- 
ciples of  both  their  predecessors,  and  they  fastened  lliem 
finally  and  surely  on  our  body  politic.  These  new  men  were 
thoroughly  imbued  with  the  national  spirit,  with  a  sense  of 
iiatiDnal  honor;  and  they  were  iviidy  to  il^'liL,  as  the  only 
methitd  they  undentcond  fur  vindteating  their  dignity.  They 
■were  the  first  to  fully  represent  the  work  o£  nationality 
whieh  the  union  of  twenty-five  years  ha<l  silently  effected ; 
and  thev  were  th«  iiri^t  men  free  enough  from  tradition  to 
offer  t^ume  definite  plan,  instead  of  the  never-ending  jugglin{{ 
of  JeHerRon  and  the  timid  hesitation  of  Madi-son.  The  forces 
whidi  brought  the  war  party  into  sudden  pruniiuenee  were 
natural  ns  well  as  powerful,  although  it  is  unfortunate  that 
their  re])reHentji lives  were  absolutely  IgnorAiit  of  (it»t4*-craft, 
and  manifested  their  wishes  and  exercised  their  power  wit^ 
roughness  and  brutality.  One  thing  was  clear  to  them:  if 
foreign  nations  (lid  not  treat  the  United  Stjites  better,  then 
the  United  State*  must  fight.  L'uUickily,  their  next  definite 
idea  vraji  that  the  only  proper  country  to  fight  was  Rngland. 
It  is  true  that  they  were  rea<ly  to  attack  anybody ;  but  they 
had  been  brought  up  under  the  Jeffemouiun  auspices,  and 
they  had  a  geuenil  notion  that  Aniericans  could  neither 
hate  nor  fight  any  one  but  an  Englishman.  Not  content 
with  this  limited  idea  as  to  the  range  of  selection  among 
their  opponents,  they  blundered  into  another  utter  miscon- 
ception. Their  genuine  re>idiness  fur  war  woulil  of  itwlf 
have  obtained  for  them  all  they  desired,  but  they  had  deter- 
mined not  only  to  fij^ht  Knglund,  but  also  to  fight  at  all 
events  and  under  any  conditions. 

By  this    headlong    impetuosity^  althongb    still    but    & 
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faction,  they  draggcid  the  rest  of  their  party  with  them. 
The  committee  on  foreign  rdations  brought  in  a  report 
favoring  war.  The  new  zealots  talked  loudly  about  con- 
quering Canada,  and  averred  that  the  Canadian  population 
would  (nit(>rni7.e  with  them  after  the  French  fashion. 
Warlike  pi-eparaiious  wnrc  urgeil.  But  still  they  -werH 
under  the  old  itpell ;  and,  while  they  called  for  forty-Aro 
millions  for  an  armv  to  prosecute  their  si-hetnes  of  invasion. 
they  would  only  give  to  tlie  navy  a  pitiful  three  hundred 
thousand  dullars.  Bitterly  as  the  Federalists  Imted  the  war 
wliiuli  wa«  fitiit  coming  ujjon  the  country,  they  roused  to  a 
laat  Hiruggle  in  hehalf  of  the  navy.  They  luul  never  yielded 
their  conviction  that  this  was  the  one  branch  of  the  seniHce 
on  which  we  ought  to  relv  ;  and  they  now  made  a  Ia*t 
desperate  effort  to  get  money,  that  we  might  not  enter  into 
war  with  thu  mistresu  of  the  seas  unprovided  with  ships  and 
seamen.  Lloyd  of  MasEAchusctts  pleaded  earnestly  for  our 
navy,  in  a  speech  of  groat  foroe  and  eluquenuo.  Ha  said, 
after  coml>ating  the  war  policy  :  — 

**  If,  however,  the  nation  h  determined  to  fight,  to  mnke  any 
inapresttion  on  KnuLind  wi-  raiwt  have  a  nsvy,     Gi^-e  u*  thirty  «wi([- 

saihng.   wo1l-iippr)iiil(.-(l    frigiitoH Otve  as  ihis   littlr  l!f^«i. 

Place  your  anvy  de|iartmcnt  uuder  ao  able  and  spirited  adiuiiii>- 
tmlioii,  cashier  every  ottin^r  who  fitrikea  hi*  Hag,  aiiil  you  will 
Mon  have  a  good  account,  of  your  navy.  Ttiik  may  bb  thwijcht  a 
Lard  tenure  of  service;  but,  hard  or  ea»y,  I  will  engage  in  Hve 
week&,  ye3,  in  five  days,  to  officer  llua  lilde  fleet  from  Kew  l-lngluid 
aloue." 

Thi9  was  the  last  despniring  cr^*  of  tim  Federaliats.  but 
it  fell  upon  deaf  ears.  We  were  to  fight  tor  seamen's 
rights,  but  aeamnn  wcrtt  to  take  no  jtart;  we  were  to  cou- 
teat  the  dominion  of  the  aca-s  bat  nnly  hy  an  inA'aainn  of 
Canada. 

Mr.  Madison's  position  was  mo«t  pitiable.  Sincerely 
anxious  for  peace,  distressed  beyond  measure  at  the  prospect 
of  war,  he  had  not  the  courage  to  hold  out  agaiust  his  own 
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party,  or  to  make  one  more  desperate  effort  to  save  the 
country  from  a  ruinous  conflict.  He  tried  to  remain  a 
passive  spectator,  but  even  this  the  war  faction  would  not 
permit.  He  must  be  their  leader,  he  must  sound  the  trumpet 
of  defiance ;  the  war  must  be  "  Mr.  Madison's  war."  The 
war  faction  had,  fortunately  for  themselves,  one  irresistible 
argument.  The  election  was  at  hand,  they  had  a  candidate 
ready  to  accept  their  nomination,  and  Mr.  Madison  was 
obliged  to  decide  between  adopting  a  policy  he  abhorred  and 
the  loss  of  the  Presidency.'  He  chose  the  former,  although 
it  was  a  heavy  price  to  pay  for  official  preferment.  He  did 
not  possess  that  strong  moral  courage  which  carried  John 
Adams  through  the  trial  of  1798.  Mr.  Adams  lost  the 
Presidency,  shattered  his  party,  and  saved  the  country  from 
war. .  Mr.  Madison  saved  his  office  and  his  party,  and 
precipitated  the  country  into  the  war  of  1812. 

The  first  step,  by  way  of  uniting  the  nation  and  rousing 
its  spirit,  was  of  course  to  lay  a  new  embargo ;  and  soon 
after,  on  June  18th,  war  was  formally  declared.  England 
made  a  last,  unavailing  effort  for  peace :  she  also  allowed 
our  vessels  six  weeks  to  leave  her  ports,  and  the  obnoxious 
orders  in  council  were  soon  after  withdrawn.  We  went  to 
war  nominally  on  account  of  the  orders  in  council,  and  of 
the  English  claim  to  the  right  of  impressment.  The  revo- 
cation of  the  orders  left  the  impressment  question  the  sole 
cause  for  fighting.  It  cannot  be  too  often  insisted  on,  there- 
fore, in  judging  the  war  and  the  war  party,  that  we  fought 
solely  in  defence  of  seamen's  rights,  and  that  those  rights 
were  not  mentioned  by  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 

*  Mr,  Madiion's  couree  was  very  obscure.  He  favored  peace  strongly 
until  just  at  the  close  of  1811.  See  Writings  of>MadisDD,  11.  623.  He  then 
■hified  his  ground.  It  was  freely  charged  and  as  freely  denied  that,  just 
before  the  nominating  caucus,  Clay  and  a  delegation  of  the  war  party  waited 
on  the  President,  and  obtained  his  promise  to  declare  war.  An  opposition 
candidate  in  the  person  of  Clinton,  and  perhaps  Monroe,  was  certainly 
ready ;  and  the  inference  is  irresistible  that  Madison  yielded  from  a  fear  of 
losing  the  Presidency,  a  view  which  I  have  never  seen  successfully  con- 
troverted.    See  HUdreth,  VI.  289, 298, 


604 


LIFB  ANB  LBtTBBS  OP  GBOBOE  CABOT.     [ISOi-li. 


I  do  not  intend  to  trace  the  evenU  of  the  war.  It  waa  a 
long  succession  o£  disasters  on  laud  aud  victories  at  »ea. 
The  grand  schemes  of  conquering  aud  [ruteritiziiig  iu  CaiiiLda 
broke  down  in  utterdtsgntce,  redeemed  only  b^'  the  exploits 
of  the  little  Feih^ralist  nnvy.  liist^iul  of  wraitin^  [irov- 
inc^s  from  Knghind,  our  <)iHoi*ganized  and  itt-te<l  troops  \vci-e 
thrown  back  on  our  frontier  hy  the  arms  of  provincial 
aoldierii'.  Instead  of  invasion,  the  war  became  one  of  de»> 
pcrate  defence ;  iuid  wo  were  compelled  to  see  our  capital 
ruthletiKly  pillaged  and  detitro3'ed.  The  shijis  that  France 
was  to  furnish  never  cHinc.  Di&aaters  gathei"ed  ttrountl 
Bonaparte ;  and  Rngliind,  freed  from  her  great  foe,  ithoweH 
no  desire  to  muke  peace  with  a  people  who  bad  ever  mwii- 
festcd,  UH  slie  t  bought,  tlie  most  uutmtural  French  syrajnitliic!*. 
All  the  hopes  of  Mr.  iladison  vani^ihed  a&  Fnuicc  sank,  and 
we  were  left  atone  to  cope  with  England.  The  loud  boa&t- 
inffs  of  the  war  Democrats  only  served  to  show,  by  their 
utter  non-fulfilment,  the  if^ioranee  and  iucompet4.>nce  of  ttie 
men  who  hod  hurried  us  totally  unprepared  into  a  stru^le 
which  might  have  Ihshii  avoided.  Such  a  war,  as  it  pro- 
gressed, was  not  calculated  to  weaken  or  diininish  the 
partj'. 

The  Federalists  in  Congress,  in  1812,  publi^hetl  an 
address  to  their  constituents,  denuunciiig  the  de^'laration  of 
war  iia  wicked  and  uujusiiliable;  and  their  sentiments  were 
largely  shared  by  the  i«'ople  of  New  Kngtand.  This  feel- 
ing of  hostility  increased  and  d4'e]>ened  as  the  war  went  on, 
and  was  manifested,  from  the  bc{;inning,  in  the  troubles 
between  the  Eastern  States  and  the  general  govenimeut. 
The  (juiet  but  deterniuied  resistauce  of  the  State  gtiveni^'J 
menta.,  on  every  point  where  tliey  could  interpose  a  1* 
obstacle,  caused  the  administration  to  treat  them  wit 
marked  disfavor;  and  dem.ands  which  were  readily  acceded 
to  in  the  case  of  turbulent  Democratic  Stiitos  were  rudely 
refused  to  Massac tiuset to  and  Connecticut.  No  attempt  at 
conciliation  was  made,  and  the  breach  between  the  Federal* 


1804-16.] 


THS  BABTFOAD  CONVENTION. 


£05 


ist  States  and  tli«  Democratic  adiuiiiutnidou  wiJ^ned  Juily. 
The  merits  of  their  quaneli*  can  be  more  fitly  discuieed 
when  the  report  of  the  Hartford  Coavei]tion  is  reached,  and 
vte  may  therefore  proceed  at  onue  to  coosider  the  lustory 
and  composition  of  that  body- 
When  the  L^gtMlature  of  Maitsuchufletts  met  in  1814,  the 
condition  of  affairs,  both  State  mul  national,  was  gUioniy  in 
the  extreme.  But  their  own  condition  wae  the  ti:'st  thought 
in  tho  mindu  of  the  iMaasarhusc^tLs  repri^-ntAtives.  The 
war  had  gone  from  bad  to  woi-se.  The  little  navy  which 
had  done  bo  much  had  disappeared.  Qui-  dag  no  longer 
waved  over  a  single  national  resseh  The  rav.igcs  of  the 
British  on  our  ooasta.  culminating  in  the  duatruction  of 
Washington,  were  relieved  only  by  an  ocmsional  stubborn 
and  tucoe^ful  defence  of  some  isolated  point.  One  Itrititth 
expedition  was  on  it«  way  to  New  Orleans  while  another 
wus  preparing  to  attack  the  coast  of  New  Kiigluiid,  whose 
Hhorca,  by  tlie  withdrawoJ  of  the  nutioniU  troops,  were  loft 
utterly  defenceless.  The  national  ti'oaaury  was  bankrupt; 
specie  payments  had  ceased;  and  the  administration  was 
urging  upon  Congress  the  adoption  uf  measures  of  a  dan- 
gerous and  oppressive  character,  in  order  to  recruit  ourarniy 
and  navy.  The  negotiatiuns,  at  the  last  acoouots.  wei-e  most 
unpromising;  and  a  conviction  of  the  insincerity  of  the 
administration  made  men  bcHeve  that  all  efforts  for  peace 
would  be  fruitless.  The  FwlernlisU  were  determiued. 
therefore,  to  do  two  thinfip).  They  were  resulved  to  protect 
their  own  shores,  which  the  administration  either  could 
not  or  would  not  defend  from  foreij^n  invasion ;  ajid  they 
were  equally  resolvetl  that  they  would  cum|)el  the  general 
government  to  make  peace.  With  these  objects  in  view, 
they  determined  to  call  a  convention  of  the  ^'ew  Kngland 
States,  in  order 

*•  To  (levii(\  if  practicable,  moans  of  security  and  defence  which 
msy  be  coiwisteiiL  wilh  the  preservation  oi  their  resources  from 
total  ruin,  sad  lulujileil  to  their  local  »ituatiuD,  oiuLual  relations,  sud 
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habits,  niui  not  rtpugnant  to  thatr  oiti^iont  at  m«m6m  of  tA* 
Union."  ^ 

Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  responded  to  llu»  invita- 
tion, Hnd  ajipointW  delegates  wliose  ingtruutions  (.■onformcd 
to  the  terms  of  tht'  MaMsaohiusetts  ctrculnr.  The  Conviin- 
tion  asaeinbled  nt  Hartford,  Dec.  15,  1814.  There  wore 
presetit  twelve  dclogates  from  Ma-ssaohusjetta,  seven  from' 
Connecticnt,  four  from  Rhode  Island,  and  subfw^jucntlv 
two  from  New  Hampshire  ami  one  from  VenuontTthe  thrco 
last  representing  local  conventions. 

This  was  the  body  which,  according  t<>  Mr.  Adams,  was  a 
band  of  adroit  conHpiratont.  r<-siding  iti  liotiton,  who  minted 
and  deceived  (he  people,  hnd  no  real  popular  support,  rep- 
rescnt-od  nobody  hut  thf^msclvesi.  and  nought  only  their  own 
advancement  and  the  gratification  of  their  own  ambition. 
Let  us  see  how  nearly  the  Convention  corresponded  in 
character  and  in  fact  wltli  this  de^toriptioa. 

Among  the  nu!m]M>ra  of  tho  Convpiilion  were  men  who 
had  l>een  distinguisht'd  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  .States, 
and  who  had  also  proved  the  confidence  repo(»ed  in  them  by 
their  ueiglibore  by  the  State  ofiices  which  many  of  them  bacL. 
held.  Among  them  wore  tunintnit  judgeH,  able  lawyers,  and" 
wealthy  mcrchant-a.  They  were  all  men  of  mature  age  and 
wide  experience.  Many  of  them  had  served  the  <ronntr3r 
during  the  adminiBtrationsof  Wiisbington  and  Adama,  while 
all  were  of  high  social  position,  and  had  much  at  stake  in 
the  well-being  of  the  country.  Honored  by  public  truata, 
they  wcrft  all  rcapectod  by  the  communities  in  which  they 
lived  for  their  private  livcfl  and  clmrncters.  Tho  Hartford 
Convention  was  eminently  a  conseiTntive,  honorable,  r<»- 
Bpectttble.  and  experienced  body,  when  tried  by  the  charao-1 
ters  of  its  men)h(tr»  ;  and  this  i&  certainly  nut  the  materiiU 
from  which  conspirators  and  revolution ista  are  UHually 
tnad(3. 

The  leaders  of  the  Convention  undoubtedly  came  front 
'  Tilt'  luUfi  in-  ms  own. 
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the  metropolis  of  New  England,  but  the  members  repre- 
sented all  sections  in  their  several  States.  If  this  body  did 
not  fairly  represent  a  portion  of  the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land, for  the  sake  of  the  latter,  it  is  to  be  much  regretted. 
But  such  was  not  the  case,  for  they  represented  a  majority  of 
the  people  of  their  respective  States ;  and  to  say  that  under 
our  system  a  convention  of  this  sort  could  meet,  if  disap- 
proved by  the  people  at  large,  is  of  itself  a  gross  absurd- 
ity. The  assertion  arises  from  the  natural  inconsistency 
which  leads  an  opponent  not  only  to  savagely  attack  his 
enemy,  but  to  insist  that  that  enemy  is  of  no  importance, 
and  one  to  whose  actions  the  world  is  wholly  indifferent. 
The  assailant  in  such  cases  rarely  perceives  that  the  sever- 
ity of  the  attack  is  of  itself  proof  of  the  magnitude  of  the 
object  assailed.  But  the  exact  position  of  the  Convention 
in  this  respect  can  be  shown  in  a  moment  by  an  analy- 
sis of  the  popular  vote  for  governor  at  the  preceding  elec- 
tions. In  the  year  1812,  Governor  Strong,  the  Federalist 
candidate,  was  chosen  by  a  slender  majority  of  1,370  votes. 
The  next  year  Strong's  majority  was  13,974 ;  and  in  1814, 
although  the  Democratic  candidate  was  the  distinguished 
Federalist,  Samuel  Dexter,  Strong  received  a  majority  of 
10,421.  The  resolution  ordering  the  Convention  passed 
the  House  in  the  Massachusetts  L^slature  by  a  vote  of 
260  to  90,  and  the  delegates  were  afterwards  chosen  by  the 
Houses  in  convention  by  a  vote  of  226  to  67.^  In  Connecti- 
cut, of  course,  the  Federalist  and  Convention  majority  was 
much  laiger.  In  the  face  of  these  simple  figures,  the  charge 
that  the  Hartford  Convention  represented  nobody  drops  to 
the  ground.  They  represented  their  respective  States  and 
a  large  majority  of  the  people  in  those  States,  and  their 
actions  were  the  actions  of  the  States  and  of  the  people  of 

'  The  total  Tote  only  represent*  about  half  the  membert  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. If  all  had  been  present,  there  Is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  rela- 
tions between  the  votes  of  the  majority  and  minority  would  have  been 
altered.    The  Federal  majority  was  very  large. 
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tlie  States.  Mr.  Adams  was  particularly  pscited  on  this 
jKiiiit,  beeausi'  Mr.  Otis  liad  claimed  that  the  Convention 
represented  all  the  virtue  and  infcelligeneu  of  New  Enf^laad. 
Such  a  claim  ii  manifestly  abiiui'd  in  behalf  of  any  [Kilitioal 
party.  But  it  hnn  led  Mr.  Adaiua  into  h  glowing  account 
of  the  size  and  virtue  of  the  Republican  minority  id  Mas- 
SttchusettB  in  1814,  and  also  into  an  eloqaeob  dofonce  oE 
minority  rights.  Suob  ri^ht^  need  defence.  But,  if  the 
Fedcralints  drugged  their  States  and  large  niirabcre  of  their 
reluctant  fellow-citizens  into  the  Hartford  Convention  by 
meiiuK  of  a  numerical  majority,  how  did  Mr.  Madison  in- 
volve the  country  iu  war,  bankruptcy,  and  danger  of  diiMO- 
luliun,  if  not  by  a  tyraiinlf-al  majority.  If  the  voioe  of  the 
majority  was  the  voice  of  God  at  Washington,  why  by  par- 
ity of  reasoiung  was  it  not  the  divint;  command  in  ^^luts^ 
chii»ett9?  In  the  one  case,  Mr.  Adams  represents  tliat  the 
FcderaliBla  behaved  with  lugh-haudcd  and  flagrant  disre- 
gard of  the  rights  of  the  minority ;  while,  iu  the  other, 
the  mluority  not  only  liad  no  rights,  but  their  opiiiioDs 
in  favor  of  peace  were  gross  treachery  to  their  conntn*. 
There  would  seem  to  be  a  rule  here  which  does  not  work 
both  ways;  aud  I  introduce  this  iuatance,  in  order  to  show 
the  arbiti'ary  laws  of  criticiom  by  which  it  has  been  cus- 
tojTiary  to  try  the  Hartford  Couvejition. 

Having  considered  whom  the  Hartford  Convention  rep- 
resented, we  can  now  discuss  its  objects  and  intentions. 
These  according  to  Mr.  Adams  were  to  gratify  the  ambition 
of  certain  leaders  by  carrying  through  the  neveivabauduned 
plan  of  a  diiitsululiuu  of  the  Union.  Mr.  Adams  sustains 
hiii  view  by  a  long  and  Ingenious  interpretation  of  the  re- 
port. I  shall  content  myself  here  with  slating  tlie  ctasential 
points  in  the  report,  and  by  giving  all  the  external  evidence 
1  have  been  able  to  collect  as  to  the  obJ4H-ts  and  intentions 
of  the  Convention  and  its  members.  But  first  u  word  may 
be  said  as  to  the  journal  of  the  Convontioo.  Mr.  Adams 
intimateS)  and  it  has  been  freely  charged  elsewhere,  that  this 
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journal  was  not  a  full  account  of  the  proceedings  it  pro- 
fessed to  record.  The  testimony  on  this  point  is  direct  and 
Bimple.  When  the  document  was  deposited  in  the  Secre- 
tary's office  in  Boston,  it  was  accompanied  by  a  certificate 
as  follows :  — 

I,  George  Cabot,  late  Fresident  of  the  ConvenUoo  assembled 
at  Hartford  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  December,  1614,  do  herebj 
certify  that  the  foregoing  is  the  original  and  only  journal  of  the 
proceedings  of  that  Convention ;  and  that  the  twenty-seven  written 
pages  which  compose  it,  and  the  printed  report,  comprise  a  faith- 
ful and  complete  record  of  all  the  motions,  resolutions,  votes,  and 
proceedings  of  that  Convention.  And  I  do  further  certify  that  this 
journal  has  been  constantly  in  my  exclusive  custody,  from  the  time 
of  the  adjournment  of  the  Convention  to  the  dehvery  of  it  into  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  this  Commonwealth. 

(Signed)  Gboboe  Cabot.* 

BosTox,  Nor.  18, 1819. 

In  1831,  Roger  Minot  Sherman  testified  in  a  libel  case, 
of  course  under  oath,  that,  — 

"  There  was  not,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  a  single  motion, 
resolution,  or  subject  of  debate,  but  what  appears  in  the  journal." 

And  he  said  further,  — 

"  I  believe  I  know  their  proceedings  perfectly,  and  that  every 
measure,  done  or  proposed,  has  been  published  to  the  world."  ' 

The  third  witness  is  Theodore  Dwight,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Convention,  the  only  person,  not  a  member,  who  was 
present  during  the  debates ;  and  he  says :  — 

"  In  the  most  positive  and  unhesitating  manner,  and  witb  all 
the  solemnity  which  the  nature  of  the  case  requires,  that  the  Jour- 
nal and  the  Report  of  the  Convention  contain  a  JvU,  complete,  and 
tpeeifie  account  of  aU  the  motion*,  votes,  antf  proceedingt  of  the 
Convention." 

1  See  Dwigbt's  History  of  the  Hartford  Conventjon,  p.  S88. 

3  See  Goodrich'!  ReooUectioni  of  »  lifetime,  IL  26-28,  when  Mr.  Sher. 
man's  testimony  is  given  in  full ;  also,  ibid.,  pp.  10-24,  for  the  testimony  of 
Noah  Webster  on  this  point,  and  for  the  letters  of  Joseph  Lyman  as  to  tha 
preliminary  connty  coDventioii  at  Northampton,  Mass. 
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And  lie  atltlri:  — 

"  That  no  proposition  nra«  made  in  llie  Coovention  to  divide  tii« 
Uiiion.  to  o^anize  tlie  New  Biigtani)  Stnux  Into  a  Reparoto  ^Tcm- 
nient.  or  lo  form  an  aUiitiice  nitli  Cin-at  Hrituiii,  or  any  otiior  for- 

ftigit  [wwt'r.  On  div  cnnlraiy.  pvcry  mnrirm  that  was  m&'ic.  CTory 
renoKuioD  thai  was  offered,  and  wvry  mpanure  thnt  was  adoittetl, 
was.  in  princijilt^  anr)  in  lerinfl.  «triotly  ooiifined  witliin  the  limits  o£ 
llie  inalrucliuns  from  the  severul  legislatures  by  whom  the  delf^tei 
were  appoiuled."  ' 

The  Ifttors  of  Mr.  TI.  G.  Otis  on  the  TTartfnrd  Conven- 
tion substantiate  this  testimony.^  The  namea  of  the  |>er- 
sons  who  offered  inoliona  are  not  given,  nor  ar*  the  debateB 
re[iorted  an  the  journal.  No  joumal  of  pnrliamentAry  pro- 
ceccHngs,  strictly  sppaking,  ever  contains  debates;  ami  tiie 
full  reporting  of  the  present  day  was  then  almost  unknown. 
The  omiMsion  of  the  names  of  those  ofFering  motions  is  [wr- 
fectly  trivial.  Rumor  had  it  that  Mr.  Otis  made  tba  first 
motion  foraeomiiiitLee,  after  they  had  organized,  by  clioosing 
Mr.  Cabot  as  President,  luid  Mr.  Dwiglit  as  Secrelar\-.  But 
there  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  knowing  that  Mr.  Otis 
offet-ed  one  motion,  or  ^Ir.  Dane  another.  And  whfn  the 
names  of  all  tho»e  who  uerved  on  committeea,  and  drew  the 
reports  which  guided  the  Convention,  are  given,  it  is  still 
more  [ireiKiflleroas  to  call  the  omission  of  the  authoi^  of 
motions  *'  suppression."  There  can  be  no  aupppe&don  of 
knowledge,  useless  in  itself,  and  rendered  still  more  vjilu^ 
less  by  the  publication  of  all  matters  of  real  tmportimoe. 
The  journal  must  be  accepted  on  the  testimony  of  three 
men  of  unquestioned  integrity  to  be  a  full  and  (vmiplete 
record  of  pi-oceedings.^     From  the  loss  of  the  debates,  we 

'  See  IliBtory  of  Hartford  ConTi'nliwn,  p.  405. 

>  Si.'i>  Oil*'*  LvttiT*  in  Defc-iR'v  of  the  lUrirnril  ConTondoit,  Boaloa,  18H; 
and  I^tlrm  liv  otn-  of  tin-  t''o«T«'iiUiin,  Waatiiiint'on,  1H20. 

*  Tlic  Jciiirnul  dtpotiiicd  in  the  Stntc  arvliJvt?*  by  5tr.  Cabot  i»  nttw  in 
the  poMCMiion  of  ihc  II(in.  Clmrlr*  FntnL-lK  Ailam*.  It  wa«,  I  belier«,  pre- 
■cnieil  to  Mr.  .fohn  Quinc-y  Aiinnig  hy  Governor  P.ustU.  A  palrlnik-  IVmo- 
crutic  IlouRV  vxiiiiiim'd  (1iv  Ilarifonl  Omveiitlun  rcvoliitivno  from  the  Jovnnb 
of  tlieirpredeceMon,  anduiit  out  tbr  report  from  among  thdrarcbi*n.  ObS'i' 
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are  unable  to  sift  oiit  individual  opinions ;  but  we  can  bold 
each  and  every  member  ^responsible  for  the  utterances  of 
the  whole,  and  an  analysis  of  the  report  will  give  us  the 
official  declaration  of  the  views  of  the  Convention. 
The  report  begins  as  follows :  — 

•*  The  Convention  is  deeply  impressed  with  a  sense  of  the  ardu- 
ons  nature  of  the  commisaion  which  they  were  appointed  to  exe- 
cute, —  of  devising  the  means  of  defence  against  dangers,  and  of  relief 
from  0[)pres8ion8  proceeding  from  the  acts  of  their  own  govemmeut, 
without  violating  constitutional  principles,  or  disappointing  the 
hopes  of  a  suffering  and  injured  people.  To  prescribe  patience 
and  firmness  to  those  who  are  already  exhausted  by  distress  is 
sometimes  to  drive  them  to  despair,  and  the  progress  towards  re- 
form by  the  regular  road  is  irksome  to  those  whose  imaginations 
discern  and  whose  feelings  prompt  to  a  shorter  course.  .  .  . 

"  It  is  a  truth  not  to  be  concealed  that  a  sentiment  prevails  to 
no  inconsiderable  extent,  that  administration  have  given  such  con- 
structions to  that  instrument  [the  Constitution],  and  practised  so 
many  abuses  under  color  of  its  authority,  that  the  time  for  a  change 
is  at  hand.  Those  who  so  believe  regard  the  evils  which  surround 
them  as  intrinsic  and  incurable  defects  in  the  Constitution.  They 
yield  to  a  peranasion  that  no  change  at  any  time,  or  on  any  occa- 
sion, can  aggravate  the  misery  of  their  country.  This  opinion  may 
ultimately  prove  to  be  correct;  hut  as  the  evidence  on  which  it 
rests  is  not  yet  conclusive,  and  as  measures  adopted  upon  the  as- 
sumption of  its  certainty  might  be  irrevocable,  some  general  con- 
siderations are  submitted,  in  the  hope  of  reconciling  all  to  a  course 
of  moderation  and  firmness  which  may  save  them  from  the  regret 
incident  to  sudden  decisions,  probably  avert  the  evil,  or  at  least 
insure  consolation  and  success  in  the  last  resort." 

The  prosperity  of  the  country  under  Washington  and 
Adams  is  then  described  in  the  report  as  a  proof  of  the 

is  irresistibly  reminded  of  the  revenge  of  Charles  Stuart,  when  he  hung  the 
skeletons  of  Cromwell,  Ireton,  and  Bradahaw  in  chains,  affixed  their  headi 
to  Temple  Bar,  and  flung  the  bones  of  Robert  Blake  upon  a  dung-heap.  The 
different  degree  of  ferocity  In  the  two  cases  corresponds  with  the  difference 
in  time ;  but  all  such  incidents  alike  reveal  in  a  deplorable  fashion  the  petti- 
ness and  impotence  of  part;  malice. 
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intrinsic  worth  of  tlie  Constitiitlnn.  while  the  evils  which 
followed  after  the  first  mlmiiustcationa  are  forcibly  repre- 
sented.    The  paragraph  concludes:  — 

*  But  to  altRmpt  iipnn  every  abiiHe  of  power  to  cliange  the  Coo* 
•titutiuu  would  be  to  perpetuate  the  evils  of  revdalioa.*' 

The  power  of  i-ecovery,  the  rigor  of  eoiutitutional  prin- 
ciples, and  the  gi'uwjng  change  in  puMic  opinion  are 
pointed  out  as  arguments  agaiust  extreme  nicafiiire«,  and 
this  portion  of  the  report  then  concludes  as  follows:  — 

"  FiuMlly,  if  (he  Union  be  destined  to  diKsolittion  by  reason  of 
the  mtihipliMl  khuses  of  b«d  odmiuistratinns.  it  Hhoold,  if  poMible, 
be  the  work  nf  peaorablu  tinuta  and  delibLTiite  couKunt.  Some  new 
form  of  conf«>r]er«<:y  should  bu  substituted  atnuiig  tbiw«  Stiilefl 
whif^h  RihnI]  intend  to  mniritain  a  f«Hl«-ral  relatioD  to  each  other. 
£ventji  tnay  prove  that  tlie  causes  of  our  calamities  are  deep  and 
pemiaiieiit.  Tli<^y  mity  l>e  found  to  proceed,  not  merely  from  tlia 
bliiidniiss  of  prejudice,  pride  of  opininu.  viiilem:^  of  party  apirit*  or 
thv  cuufusioD  of  tb»  times;  but  they  may  be  tnuwd  to  implacable 
cotnbiniitimis  of  iudividuuls  or  of  Status  to  monoponze  power  and 
otllce,  mid  to  trample  without  rcraonte  apon  the  rivhlit  and  lutereMi 
of  coEnmercial  sections  of  the  UnioQ'  Wbenev«r  it  «hall  appear 
tliat  theAe  caiuea  are  radical  and  permanent,  a  separation  by  exjul- 
lahle  arrangf^ment  will  be  pr<>femble  to  an  alliauuu  by  uonstralnl 
among  noinJiiitl  friendfl,  but  rt'»l  cni-iiiii.%  iiifliunrd  by  mutual 
hatred  and  jealousy,  and  inviting  by  intestine  diviftionfi  con 
and  aggru»&iou  fruni  ubruiul.  liui  a  Beverouce  of  the  Union 
one  or  more  Slate«,  M^aiiitt  Ibe  will  of  the  rcit,  and  eipcctally 
time  of  war.  ran  be  jiiRtifif^d  only  by  ahsolulo  necessity.  Thi 
are  among  the  principtil  olj)ectit>n«  Hgiunst  pr^ipikil^  inea«u 
tending  to  disunite  the  States;  and.  when  examined  in  connection 
with  the  farfwell  addreu  of  the  Father  o£  bts  Country,  they  musti 
it  is  bcU«vi-ii,  hv  deemed  conclusive." 

The  report  then  took  np  those  subjects  which  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Convention  were  most  preaaing,  and  r^fjuired 
the  most  iramediat*  rennedies.  These  were  the  authority 
claimed  by  the  administration  and  Congress  over  the  mili- 
tia, and  the  defenceless  condition  of  the  Eastern  States. 
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Under  the  first  head,  they  began  by  an  examination  of  the 
claim  of  the  President  to  be  the  sole  judge  as  to  the  exi- 
gency of  calling  out  the  militia.  In  order  to  understand 
this  question,  it  will  be  necessary  to  trace  briefly  the  diffi- 
culties which  had  arisen  during  the  war  between  Mass^ 
chusetts  and  Connecticut  and  the  general  government. 

Governor  Strong  had  declined  to  obey  the  first  call  for 
militia  in  1812,  and  had  rested  his  refusal  on  two  grounds: 
that  he,  as  governor  of  the  State,  was  judge  of  the  exigency, 
and  not  the  President ;  and  that  the  States  h»d  the  right  to 
officer  their  militia,  a  right  invaded  in  his  opinion  by  the 
general  government.  Governor  Griswold  refused  the  Con- 
necticut militia  only  on  the  latter  ground.  Governor 
Strong  referred  both  points  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  Mas- 
sachusetts; and  the  opiuion  ^ven  and  signed  by  Parsons, 
Parker,  and  Sewall  confirmed  his  action.^  The  Legislature 
and  the  popular  voice  concurred  with  the  judges ;  and  the 
Convention  now  took  the  same  ground  in  their  report. 
That  this  was  a  blunder,  politically,  is  obvious  enough ; 
hut  a  grave  legal  error  was  also  involved  in  these  opinions. 
No  argument  is  required  to  show  that,  if  every  governor 
were  sole  judge  as  to  the  exigency  for  troops,  anarchy 
would  exist  whenever  there  was  war,  foreign  or  domestic, 
and  that  the  central  power  would  be  helpless.  If  such 
an  interpretation  were  acted  on,  one  of  the  main  objects 
of  the  Constitution,  *'  to  provide  for  the  common  defence," 
would  be  frustrated.  To  give  the  general  government  the 
exclusive  power  of  declaring  war,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
take  away  the  means  of  carrying  on  such  war,  is  an  abso- 
lute contradiction  in  terms.  Unfortunately,  the  question 
did  not  come  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  until  1827,  when  it  was  decided  that  the  President 
was  the  sole  judge  of  the  exigency  for  calling  out  the 
militia.'     If  a  United  States  court  had  so  decided  in  1812, 

'  8  Mass.  Report!,  Appendix. 
"  Martin  o.  Mott,  12  Wheatoo,  19. 
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there  can  l>e  little  doubt  that  New  Enplan(]  would  hav« 
Rtibmittcd.  IIS  sliu  did  to  the  cmbiirgo  decision  in  ItfOH.^ 
\V'n  may  faii'ly  arquit  the  governor.  th«  Convetiliori,  tlio 
].egiislature,  and  tLe  people  of  any  illegal  action,  sn[>pnrted 
«»  thev  were  by  the  highest  lefjal  aiithoritv  of  the  State ; 
but  we  cannot  eo  easily  acquit  the  judges.  Three  able  law- 
yers couhl  hardly  take  lio  strange  a  view  of  so  very  simple 
B  constitutional  question  witltotit  niulue  partitiansliip. 

On  the  second  point,  as  to  officering'  the  militia,  the 
cotirc  and  the  govomor  were  con-ftct.  The  Constitiirion 
expressly  reserves  this  right  to  the  States;  and  the  admin- 
istration bad,  in  attein]>ting  to  place  State  militia  nnd^r 
the  eoromand  of  subordiuate  officers  of  the  regular  army, 
nitqucstionably  violated  its  provisions.  ThiH  view  is  that  of 
Mr.  Justice  JnltnHon  and  Mr.  Justice  Story,  who  mnfirmed 
the  opinion  of  the  Massachusetts  judges,  by  saying  that  the 
right  to  officer  their  own  militia  was  one  of  tlie  checks  on 
the  general  guverumeut  reserved  by  the  States.* 

Tlie  report  of  the  Convention,  after  dealing  with  these 
two  principal  quostions,  proceeds  with  a  brief  consideration 
nf  certiiin  ntliern  of  a  similar  nnrure.  Theae  were  the 
classification  of  the  militia,  the  forcible  drafting  of  militia 
as  such  into  the  ri^ular  army,  and  the  enlistment  of  minors. 
The  two  first  were  recommendaliona  of  the  Secretary  of 
AV'ar,  the  thir^l  had  become  law.  The  Convention,  after 
elaborate  examination,  concluded  that  all  three  measut 
were  mi  constitutional. 

While  the  Convention  were  clearly  wrong  on  the  first  two 
points,  they  were  probably  in  the  right  as  to  the  third ;  but 
none  of  them  are  of  sufficient  importance  to  require  di»cu»- 
nion  now,  since  they  do  not  illustrate  the  views  of  the 
Convention  on  the  vital  question  of  the  rights  of  Stat«8. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  which  advie 
impressment,  was  next  touched  upon,  and  the  iuconsisteiK 

>  Story  on  lliv  Conet.,  lit  vd.,  UL 103 ;  tai  UoSted  States  i-.  Brig  WlUiun, 
jt  HiU'i  Liiw  Juurtml.  2o6. 

3  Uoiuton  V.  Moore,  fi  Whcatoo,  I. 
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involved  in  supporting  such  a  war  by  such  means  was 
pointed  out.  The  unconstitutionality  of  all  these  acts  was 
then  reviewed  in  general  terms ;  and  the  duty  of  the  States 
to  protest  against  them,  aa  unconstitutional  and  void,  was 
declared. 

The  next  subject  was  the  common  defence,  declared  to 
be  the  principal  object  of  the  Convention.  The  conduct 
of  the  war  was  first  reviewed.  All  the  disasters  we  had  en- 
dured were  set  forth  ;  and  the  defenceless  condition  of  Xew 
England,  impoverished  aa  she  was  by  the  embargo,  waa 
strongly  described.  The  report  argued  that  New  England 
could  not  pay  taxes  for  a  defence  which  was  not  given  her, 
nor  pay  two  sets  of  taxes,  national  and  State,  both  for  de- 
fence and  equally  heavy.  As  a  solution  of  this  difficulty, 
the  Convention  proposed  that  — 

"  These  States  be  allowed  to  assume  their  own  defence  by  the 
militia  or  other  troops.  A  reasonable  portion,  also,  of  the  taxes 
raised  in  each  State,  might  be  paid  iato  its  treasury,  and  credited  to 
the  United  States,  but  to  be  appropriated  to  the  defence  of  such 
State,  to  be  accounted  for  with  tlie  United  States." 

The  remainder  of  the  report  was  devoted  to  a  comparison 
between  the  state  of  the  nation  under  the  first  two  admin- 
istrations and  under  the  last  two,  leading  up  to  an  argu- 
ment in  support  of  certain  amendments  to  the  Constitution. 

The  first  three  of  the  resolutions  adopted  recommend 
to  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  represented  in  the  Conven- 
tion that  they  should  take  proper  measures  to  protect  the 
people  against  the  unconstitutional  action  of  the  adminis- 
tration in  regard  to  the  militia,  that  they  should  endeavor 
to  make  the  financial  arrangement  proposed  by  the  Conven- 
tion with  the  general  government,  and  that  they  should 
provide  for  the  common  defence. 

The  fourth  resolution  recommends  the  Legislatures  to 
urge  upon  the  general  government  seven  amendments  to 
the  Constitution;  1.  To  do  away  with  slave  representa- 
tion ;   2.  That  no  new  State  should  be   admitted  without 
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a  tw-)>-tIiirds  vote ;  3  ninl  4.  Tliaf.  Coiiji;ivbs  hIiudM  not  he 
fttlowocl  to  lny  Hii  einl>argt>  for  more  tlian  sixtj-  tlavN  «ii'l 
thiit,  to  iuteriliet  commerce,  a  two-thiiiln  vote  slioulil  Iw  i-e- 
quiml;  ^  5.  TImt  a  two-thirds  vote  should  be  recjiiinwl  to 
declare  WHr;  (5.  That  uo  iH-rM>n.  excupl  a  native-lKini 
eitizL'u.  bhouhl  be  fligible  fc»r  any  office;  7.  That  the  I'rL'si- 
(tent  5hoiild  be  eligible  for  only  one  ttu-m.  Tliere  is  no 
need  to  dUetisa  the  meriti,  or  the  rensonsblcness  of  the 
ampnclmenta  hei^  8iigge»ted.  The  first  has  bt-eii  settled, 
otiiers  liavt*  iviis^Hl  to  have  vitber  iuterest  or  im[)ortunc«i, 
while  one  at  least  'ut  still  n<^tated.  Tiio  \ery  Hurt  th»l  the 
ConTention  sii(^;yeHied  them  showed  clearly  enough  tluiC 
they  Btill  respected  nnd  adhered  to  the  Constitution;  and 
it  woA  their  obvious  right,  a*  it  is  that  of  all  citizens  uf  the 
United  Slates,  lo  offer  any  aiiieiidiueut«  they  may  see  lii  to 
that  fuiuous  iuBtmiiifut. 

.Mr.  .^diinis.  with  great  diligence  and  ingitnuity,  has 
lookt'il  between  the  lines  of  this  wjmrt  to  tind  proof  not 
only  of  the  treasonable  intentions  of  the  nulhors.  but  almi 
of  their  duplicity  in  expressing  their  views.  To  nie  this 
seems  labor  inisKpent.  The  men  n'lio  went  to  liartforil 
had  the  c<jui-ii|.'e  of  their  opiruons  oh  entirely  as  Mr.  Adams, 
and  they  expre»(>ed  theniHulves  witli  moderation,  but  with 
]»]airine»8.  He  who  runs  may  read  in  the  report,  not  only 
the  objecLt  of  the  ronvention,  but  the  reaiions  for  it*  aswm- 
blage,  A  mnjority  of  the  people  in  the  States  i-epre»«utcd 
at  Hartford  knew  thL-iuselvus  to  be  defeuoelesii  against  tlit! 
atlticks  of  u  wantoi]  enemy;  they  attributed  their  BiiiTer- 
ings  poMt  and  pi-escnt  to  a  hostile  administration,  bent  on  their 
jHilitii-iil  efTiiiuMTHint:  and  they  believed  the  war  to  be  both 
unjustifiable  and  wicked.  Under  these  ciiTunistances.  tliey 
deleruiined  to  take  measures  for  8elf-prei»en>'atlon  ;  and  they 
were  resolved  to  force  the  administration  to  make  peaceu 
The  DRpnrutist  feeling  M-aa  very  strong  at  that  moment  in 

■  Thr  twn-thirdii  vort*  to  tm«rdlet  i^mnniprci!  «ru  ont  of  Die  burninf!  qi 
tlons  in  till.'  ConKliiutiuiml  CuitwutKin  iT|i(.<n;  il  wni  t tubbomly  luitportcd 
Ujv  Souili.    "Tc-mpora  nimjintur  rt  uoi  muuniur  in  Ulla." 
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New  England,  and  the  extremists  urged  violent  measures. 
Indeed  a  dissolution  was  openly  desired  by  the  radical  wing 
of  the  party,  and  demands  for  a  separate  peace  had  appeared 
in  the  newspapers.  In  this  state  of  affairs,  the  Federalists 
determined  to  call  the  Convention  at  Hartford.  Mr.  Adams 
says  their  real  object  was  the  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
and  that  this  was  the  first  step  in  that  direction.  Mr. 
Otis,  on  the  other  hand,  claims  that  the  object  of  the  Con- 
vention was  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  There  is  truth 
in  both  statements,  wholly  incompatible  as  they  may  ap- 
pear. The  most  distinguished  of  foreign  writers  upon  our 
history  lias  remarked  on  the  strange  mental  confusion 
which  haa  always  existed  in  this  country  among  those  who 
at  any  time  discussed  or  advocated  schemes  of  secession. 
The  same  authority  has  also  pointed  out  that  tliough  Amer- 
icans have  always  been  extremely  quick  to  invoke  the  rights 
of  States  in  opposition  to  the  general  government,  though 
they  were  always  ready  to  go  to  the  very  edge  of  dissolution, 
they  were  very  slow  and  cautious  in  committing  any  overt 
act.'  These  observations  apply  with  singular  aptness  to 
the  Hartford  Convention.  That  Convention  was  the  expo- 
nent and  result  of  a  strong  separatist  feeling.  The  bare 
fact  of  its  existence  proved  the  strength  of  the  separatist 
foi-ces  at  work  in  the  community.  Yet  the  men  who  went 
to  Hartford  used  these  separatist  forces  to  maintain  the 
Union.  In  short,  they  said  plainly  to  the  genenil  govern- 
ment, "unless  you  alter  your  present  policy,  a  dissolution  of 
the  Union  will  ensue."  They  intended  to  coerce  the  adnnn- 
istration  by  threatening  them  with  separation.  If  their 
threat  was  attended  to,  the  Union  would  be  saved;  if  not, 
it  is  mere  conjecture  whether  the  Federalists  would  have 
pushed  matters  to  extremity.  They  were  determined  men, 
and  much  in  earnest ;  and  the  worst  might  have  been 
feared.  Fortunately,  events  made  all  such  threats  and 
their  fulfilment  alike  unnecessary.     Yet  the  policy  of  the 

»  Von  Holat,  ConBtitutional  Hiatoiy  of  the  United  Statei,  pp.  M,  65,  77. 
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Conveiiliou  was  one  o(  delay ;  and  they  mtglit  and  prolwbW 
would,  if  tliL're  liiul  been  occseioii,  hare  prntiiidnl  still 
(iirllier  any  thing  like  o|it>n  reftjatanoe.  (!)nf  of  their  rhief 
objecia  was  to  nontrol  find  reatmin  the  more  Tiolent  nn^m- 
hers  of  their  own  p»rtv.  For  while  the  threat  of  reparation 
is  elearly  uX[."re:*!iod  in  the  report,  and  the  existeuce  of  thii 
separatist  feeling  is  recognized  in  plain  terms,  the  wisli  fnr 
nn  imiiiciliate  niovenitrit  in  that  direction  isdepnwiilfd  and 
rejected.  This  plain  and  ob\-ioU9  meaning  of  the  report  is 
borne  out  by  other  testimony,  ■which  serves  io  dion*  that 
one,  if  not  the  piincipal,  object  of  the  Convention  was  to 
prevent  violent  measures.  The  wiser  Fetleraliete  hnd  to 
choose  between  controlling  and  directing  the  movement 
themselves  or  allowing  the  extreme  partisjins  to  precipitate 
a  diiisoUition  of  the  Union  and  possible  civil  war.  With 
great  goo»i  seniie,  they  fldopte<I  the  former  alternative,  and 
thns  saved  tlie  connti-j*  from  two  imminent  dangers. 
Mr.  Kdmiuid  Quincy  says  iu  his  Lifu  of  his  father :  — 

"The  I.O|SEi^l.'itiire  wore  very  <-arefii!  to  choo:*^  int'ii  of  known 
mndorxiinn  "(  views  find  trictl  di^orftion  of  conduct..  It  wiut  fur 
lliiii  ri'iu'uu  uiy  fittlier  beUi-V!.'']  nod  suid  dim  lie  wus  passed  br  on 
thai  occAsimi.  The  prmlont  F«Ieralislji.  when  rallMl  upon  to  fiirr 
tbt»  eni<^rjL;i-iicT.  vivrv  afraid  of  Ids  im[H-luouB  tenipemrnvnt  aod 
i\vry  ennn-nliii.-H*.  Tliry  dn-mU-<I  \vnt  Ii«  iiii^lil  express  U19  well 
tht-  dpiiil  of  thrive  whose  nrgenry  extorted  the  Convention. 

"  He  [Mr.  Quincyj  always  epoke  of  the  Hartford  ConvKniion  ss 
A  tub  Io  thi>  whali'.  sk»  a  dilatory  n)ca»arc  to  «iniifie  tht^  mnli-cinlf  nt«, 
and  keep  tlitMn  qiiltn  under  tuactiuu,  unltl  evcatii  mij^ht  tnake 
HcUon  unMwfK^iiry." ' 

To  iippn-fiate  the  fnll  force  of  Ibis  rejection,  it  must  W 
recollected  thiLt  Mr.  (jiiincy  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  in  tlie  part\'.  the  lost  great  and  eloquent  lender  of  the 
Fedemlists  in  Congress. 

The  SHHie  object  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  Otis,  in  bis  letter* 
00  the  Convention.' 

1  Qti]R(<j''i  lAtv  of  Joibli  Qiilii«j,  p.  367,  tttr^.       *  8«v  Above,  p.  6ICI 
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From  the  luttunt  of  Mr.  Lowull  and  Colonel  Pickering, 
given  in  the  next  chapter,  especially  fl'om  those  descriptive 
of  the  nicmhcra  of  tlio  Convention,  it  ivil)  bn  iM^rettived  that 
they  (lisa.ppi'oved  the  seleetton  of  delegates.  Both  thew 
gentlemen  held  extreme  views,  and  they  considered  ihe 
delegatfui  tiKi  moderate  and  conservative  in  character  to  act 
M'ith  liunicient  vigor.  Thuy  mistrusted  tliejc  readiness  tu 
take  any  decisive  Btepa.  This  is  especially  noticeaUe  in 
tile  I'xpressionn  they  use  concerning  Mr.  Cabot,  the  recog- 
nized head  of  the  Convention.  Deapite  their  friend^bip  and 
adniinitioii  for  him  jxjrsonally,  th«y  regarded  Inin  as  too 
prudent  and  too  despondent  a  man  for  this  emergency. 
Mr.  Lowell  say8,  "I  have  lieen  uiiable  to  dlucover  what 
Mr.  Cabot's  views  are."  Mr.  Cabot's  opinions  were  un- 
changed. He  believed  now,  na  in  1804,  that,  while  a  dis- 
Boltition  might  and  ultimately  probaldy  would  take  place, 
and  be  perhaps  accompanied  with  im|K)rtant  advmitiigus,  tliat 
scliemenfor  that  object  were  both  useless  and  impiiicticable. 
With  the  greatejtt  reluctance,  and  only  from  a  high  sense  of 
responsibility  towaivl  bis  party  and  his  State,  did  he  accept 
the  pLHiitiun  at  the  bead  uf  the  ^[ajwachiiHettji  delegation. 
An  anecdote  preserves  the  evidence  o£  Ml".  Cabot's  prin- 
ciju]  object  in  going  to  Hartford.  Ho  was  ncconipanied 
frriin  his  Ikiiihu  to  the  llartfonl  stjLg(M.Hiacli  by  the  )ut«  Dr. 
James  Jnckiion,  of  Boston,  at  that  time  of  course  a  young 
man.  Dr.  Jackson  inquired  what  they  intended  to  do 
at  llartfon) ;  to  which  Mr.  Cabot  replied,  "  We  are  going  to 
keep  you  young  hotrheads  fl'om  getting  into  miiichief."  If 
any  further  proof  ia  needed  to  show  tliat  the  Hartfortl 
Convention  was  not  intended  to  dissolve  the  Union,  let  it 
be  remembered  that  the  iiistructious  of  the  Legislature)} 
expreswly  forbade  the  delegates  to  do  any  thing  repugnant 
to  the  relutioiu  of  tlio  States  to  the  Union. 

One  other  object  was  prominent  among  th(we  of  the  Con- 
Tenlion.  —  to  defend  themselves  from  invasion.  For  thia 
they  made  provision,  by  advising  the  Lcgialatures  to  ask 
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p«rmuisioii  fraiii  tlit-  general  froveiTinicnt  to  devote  the  taxes 
to  tlieirown  ilc-fcrice.  This  dt-ferfince  is  hardly  coiittistent 
with  an  iiimietHiit^  deJiir4>  to  dissolve  the  Union  or  to  mako  a 
Bepurate  peace.  The  same  it-qiiCHt  had  been  grunt-ed  to  other 
States,  and  it  w:is  therefore  Vioth  natunil  and  proper.  If  we 
iidd  to  tliiH  the  evidenve  of  the  seei'etarjk',  thiit  *''  no  propiisilion 
wmt  niaJe  in  the  Convention  to  divide  the  Union,  to  organize 
the  New  Knjilund  States  into  a  separate  j»rjveninient,  or  to 
form  an  alliance  with  Great  Untain  or  any  other  foreign 
power,"  we  may  fairly  conclude  that  the  objectB  and  int«D- 
ti<iiis  lA  the  Convention  were  wliut  it«  reports,  its  nienibent, 
and  it4  secretui'y  decluix-d  tbem  to  be,  and  not  nhat  Mr. 
AdnniH  or  the  DennK^nitiu  iMirty  choae  to  think  they  "were. 

lint  two  points  remain  to  lie  considered,  the  iincon.sti- 
ttitionality  of  ttie  Convention  And  it^  nnextimpled  characltfi*. 
The  Hartford  Conventinn  adopted  and  favored  tlie  d<K:triii« 
of  JefTentou  and  iMuditiun.  that  the  States  had  a  ligbl  to  nul* 
lify  Ihws  of  the  Lniteil  States  which  were  in  their  o[iini()n 
tinconfltitutionnl.  We  must  remember  that  tliin  question 
wa«thenanoi>en  one,although  it  struck  at  the  very  ex ivlenee 
of  the  central  government.  Nullification  was,  of  course,  the 
most  effective  weapon  with  which  the  States  couhl  make 
a  ooiiKtilntinntd  reHistJince  to  the  general  government;  and 
it  WHS  therefore  generally  ad(»pte*L  not  only  by  the  Hurt- 
ford  Convention,  bur  by  all  the  Southern  States  at  different 
times.  There  can  now  be  no  question  of  the  unconstitu- 
tionality of  the  nullilic-Htion  dm^trine;  but  it  was  not  settled 
in  1814,  nor  for  many  years  after.  But  the  great  |M>inl 
agaiimt  the  Hartford  C'oinetttion  has  alwayH  Wen  that  it 
eonsistud  of  representatives  from  several  States ;  and  this, 
it  has  been  argued,  was  in  itself  a  direct  violation  of  an 
express  provision  of  tlic  Constitution.  In  dealing  ivith  this 
question,  we  slioulti  not  foiget  that  some  of  New  England's 
m(>9t  distinguished  lawyere  were  not  only  concerned  in  get- 
ting np  the  C'oiivention.  but  also  »en*ed  in  it  ns  drh^ted. 
These  men  were  as  well  versed  in  the  Constitution  as  any 
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men  of  their  time,  and  it  is  not  to  be  bastily  supposed  that 
they  would  have  unnecessarily  violated  an  express  conatitu- 
tional  provision.  The  clause  in  question  says  that  no  State 
shall  enter  into  any  "  agreement  or  compact "  with  any 
other  State,  without  the  consent  of  the  United  States.  The 
whole  question  turns  upon  the  two  words  in  quotation 
marks.  If,  by  the  Hartford  Convention,  certain  States  en- 
tered into  an  "  i^reement  or  compact,"  they  violated  the 
Constitution  in  so  doing.  But  they  did  nothing  of  the 
kind.  The  delegates  were  appointed  to  "  confer  with  each 
other,  and  devise  means  for  their  common  defence."  They 
were  to  pave  the  way  for  a  possible  future  "  agreement  or 
compact,"  but  they  were  to  make  none  themselves.  The 
States  are  not  forbidden  to  confer  and  offer  recommenda- 
tions to  their  several  Legislatures,  and  this  has  been  done 
in  several  instances  by  commissioners.  Moreover,  there 
must  be  some  binding  force  in  order  to  make  an  agreement 
or  compact,  and  here  there  was  none.  No  State  was  in 
any  way  bound  by  any  thing  said  or  done  at  Hartford;  and 
this,  of  itself,  shows  the  non-existence  of  any  "  agreement  or 
compact."  The  authority  intrusted  to  the  President  to  call 
the  Convention  together  again  could  not  alter  the  character 
of  the  body  as  at  first  appointed.  They  had  power  merely 
to  recommend  to  their  several  Legislatures,  who  might 
accept  or  reject  their  recommendations  as  they  pleased. 
The  States  were  at  full  liberty  to  confer.  This  was  all 
that  was  done  at  Hartford,  and  the  Convention  was  therefore 
strictly  within  the  letter  of  the  Constitution. 

The  imputation  that  New  England  stood  alone  in  her 
action  is  easily  disproved.  The  Constitution  had  not  been 
in  force  three  years,  when  Virginian  congressmen  threat- 
ened disunion  on  the  floor  of  the  House ;  and,  a  few  yeara 
later,  the  whiskey  insurrection,  although  not  a  State  mat- 
ter, gave  a  very  practical  illustration  of  the  devotion 
to  the  Union  in  Pennsylvania.  In  1799,  Jefferson  and 
Madison  drew  up  the  famous  Virginia  and  Kentucky  reso- 
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lutions,  wliich  embodied  for  the  first  time  the  doctrine  of 
nutliflcaticii  ;  and  Virgiiuiui  troo[M  were  a  little  Inter  held 
in  rpiidiiiess  to  seize  the  arsenalH  of  the  United  Slates. 
Hut  the  period  uf  the  war  of  1812  was  particularly  prolific 
in  insUnces  of  the  sejiaratist  feeling;  and  the  demiindji 
wliicli  at  (hat  time  came  from  Democratic  States  were  cuui- 
plied  with  and  forgotten,  while  Uie  reniBtance  of  the  minority 
M-os  lonp  au<l  bitterly  rcmemboped. 

In  1H1*2,  Georgia  wnti  diiwatisfied  with  the  President's 
decision  against  the  seizure  of  East  Florida.  Despite  ex- 
press onters  from  \Vaj«hiri)^ton,  Governor  Mitchell  not  only 
i-efuited  to  irithdraw  the  btate  troops  tivm  Florida,  but  sent 
onother  expedition.  The  Georgia  Legislature  soon  after 
resolved  tliiit.  whether  Congress  authorized  it  or  not^  the 
possession  of  Florida  was  essential  to  their  safety,  and  they 
passed  an  act  to  raise  a  State  aj-my,  which  thereupon 
invaded  the  peninKula.  The  Constitution  says  that  no 
State  shall  "-engii^i^  in  war,  uidess  actually  invaded;''  and 
yet  Oetirgia  enrried  on  a  war  of  conquest,  in  the  teeth  of  a 
<Urect  proliihition  from  the  general  government.  There  is 
certainly  nn  element  of  the  separatist  feeling  and  of  States' 
rights  about  such  conduct  as  this. 

Vii-giriia.  in  1813,  passed  an  actibr  a  State  army.  Thev 
re(K*aletl  this  net  only  on  a  pi-omise  from  the  xvar  defmrt- 
meut  that  a  regiment  of  regulars  should  be  stationrd  nt 
Norfolk,  ami  that  all  Virginian  truo|)fi  heretofore  culkil  out 
for  IccttI  defence  should  he  paid  by  the  United  States,  not^ 
witlist.'inding  a  rule  adopted  at  Washington,  and  enfo  cod 
in  other  States,  to  [>ay  no  militia  not  called  for  by  the 
gen<'ral  goveniuieut.  I'laced  side  by  side  with  this,  the 
plan  ]>ropoaed  nt  Hartford  for  the  defencu  of  New  Kugland 
does  not  look  abnormally  hideous.  Marj'huid  refusL-d  at 
the  same  time  to  pay  for  the  defence  of  nallimoi-e. 

In  1812,  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  The  chairman  was  Colonel  Fish.  The  committee 
who  framed  the  resolutions  were  Johu  Jay,  KuXus  King, 
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Gouverneur  Morris,  Richard  Harrison,  Egbert  Benson, 
M»tthew  Clarkson,  and  Richard  Varick.  After  stating 
the  war  to  "be  unwise,  declared  under  unfaTorable  circum- 
stances, and  that  the  consequences  to  which  it  leads  are 
alarming,  that  it  is  alliance  with  the  French  Emperor,  and 
that  they  have  no  confidence  in  the  men  who  declared  war," 
the  resolution  demands:  — 

"  That  representativeB  be  chosen  in  the  several  counties,  dis- 
creet men,  friends  of  peace.  These  representatives  can  correspond 
or  confer  with  each  other,  and  co-operate  with  the  friends  of  peace 
in  our  sister  States  in  devising  and  pursuing  such  constitutional 
measures  as  may  secure  our  independence  and  preserve  our  Union, 
hoth  of  which  are  endangered  by  the  present  war." 

These  men,  too,  must  be  set  down  as  traitoi*s  with  those 
who  went  to  Hartford.  Indeed,  the  arch  traitor  Morris 
considered  the  Hartford  Convention  a  tame  affair'.^ 

In  1813,  Vennont  refused  to  call  out  her  militia  in  obe- 
dience to  a  call  from  the  general  government ;  and,  at  the 
very  moment  of  the  Hartford  Convention,  Pennsylvania 
was  making  provision  for  a  State  army.  The  instances  of 
outbreaks  of  the  separatist  feeling  since  1814  are  too  fresh 
in  evei"y  one's  mind  to  need  recital  here. 

All  this  amounts  merely  to  saying  that  the  principle  of 
separatism  was  common  to  all  the  States  in  the  Union. 
The  gravity  and  danger  of  the  Hartford  Convention  were 
due  to  the  time  and  place  of  its  assemblage.  That  such  a  con- 
vention should  be  held  in  New  England,  the  very  stronghold 
of  the  sentiments  of  Union  and  nationality,  shows  not  only 
the  extent  of  the  evils  from  which  the  people  thought  they 
suffered,  but  also  proves  how  deep-rooted,  how  vigorous, 
and  how  universal  the  principle  of  separatism  was  in  tho 
United  States.  The  great  practical  danger  was  in  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  time ;  for  the  government  was  bankrupt, 
without  men,  arms,  or  money ;  and  a  general  disoi^nimtion 
in  the  national  fabric  was  only  too  apparent.  One  British 
^  Life  of  Gouverneur  Morris,  b;  Sparks,  III.  326. 
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expcilitiou  liiiil  Iniitled  nt  Ncv  Orleans,  niiotlier  was  on  tlie 
nortliirn  fmiiiii*r,  ami  tln-Batened  the  »?vfiranpe  of  New 
Eiigliiiiil  from  the  retit  of  the  countn'.  We  reali/j^  now 
but  faintly  chat  th«  tmtion  dtood  upon  thtt  brink  of  i-uin, 
—  a  mill  which  the  Ilartfonl  Convention  might  have  easily 
]ire<-i|iilale«l.  liiiL  the  prudence  and  modvralion  vi  the 
Feil(<m)i8t«  at  that  nioineiit  khvchI  llie  cuiintry  from  great 
perils  wh'icli  even  the  unexpected  peace  might  have  come 
too  hitp  to  avert. 

The  Fedei-alistfl  generally,  all  the  mure  sensible  ones  cer« 
taiiily,  were  satistied  with  the  work  of  the  Convention.  The 
general  govcniniejit,  soon  after  the  Convention  adjoiinied. 
jmuwimI  a  Jiivv  which  permitted  the  use  of  State  troops,  as 
desired  by  New  ICnghind  and  urged  by  the  re]M>rt  of  the  Coii- 
Tentioii,  and  not  many  days  after  came  the  welcome  tiding 
of  peace.  '  'I'he  war  [wrty  no  longer  insisted  on  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  those  rights  for  which  alone  they  had  foiighli 
and  for  wluch  ttiey  had  bhed  iso  much  blood  and  fti^mm- 
dcrcd  so  tiiufh  tivasnre.  If  we  judge  it  only  by  imm<>diate 
results,  the  war  must  be  pronounced  a  total  failure,  and  the 
|>erice  was  considei'ed  then,  and  for  many  years  after,  a  most 
wrett-'hwl  one ; '  hnt  the  war  party  was  only  too  ghid  to  make 
peace  on  any  terme.  The  eventa  of  the  war  and  the  teniis 
of  pewe  fully  justified  the  Federalists,  who  liad  deimunee*!  it 
throughout  as  wleki'd,  unjiiHtifiablH,  and  unnecessary  ;  and, 
if  one  looks  only  at  the  immediate  history  and  rcsiilti)  of  ihd 
struggle,  (heir  jmsertioiis  cannot  be  gainsaid.  Hut  we,  today, 
can  Bi;e  IhuL  the  federalists  were  wrong,  though  no  man 
then  could  know  it.  The  war  of  181"2  was  worth  all  it 
cost.  Dimply  because  it  was  a  war.     Had  we  never  gained 


'  Mr.  John  (jmnty  Arfurii,  who  ira«  no!  likely  lo  be  luo  tvvvn;  on  ilw 
Irf-aiv,  KHiil  iif  U  :  "  f  I  tlii-  voracuxiK  maw  atul  llic  liliinttil  rii>«)tip  of  iiathiM) 
vanitvl  If  il  ncrr  triif  llinc  w^  lin*l  vniiqiii*ltMl  or  liumltltd  Briljuuik, 
ft  wftiilrl  lip  hafte  lu  exull  uT^r  her ;  but.  wlaii  it  b  sn  nototioil*  llial  th« 
laano  o(  our  Inlv  war  »illi  l»-r  uhs  nt  ln'iit  a  drai*  n  tC'nc,  llicn>  ii  nutliliix 
bill  lilt-  inoal  egregious  naliuiinl  Tanil^  Ihut  can  turn  it  into  ft  liiiuDjjfa.* 
Viarj.  IV.  38. 
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a  victory,  the  mere  fact  of  proving  to  the  world  that  we 
could  and  would  fight  as  a  nation  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient. Hut  the  war  of  1812  did  more  than  establisli  our 
nationality  in  the  eyes  of  foreigners:  it  taught  England 
that  there  was  one  people  who  could  meet  and  conquer  her 
at  sea,  and  it  taught  us  to  love  and  cheriah  our  navy. 
For  these  reasons,  no  American,  though  the  war  of  1812 
was  fruitful  in  misery  and  disaster,  and  was  almost  in  the 
end  our  ruin,  would  wish  to  have  its  record  effaced  from 
our  annals. 

No  persons  hailed  peace  with  such  joy  as  the  Federalists, 
and  at  its  arrival  all  their  bitter  opposition  faded  away. 
They  disappeared  aa  a  party  from  our  history,  and  the 
Hartford  Convention  marks  the  last  point  in  their  career. 
They  disappeared  because  they  no  longer  had  a  reason  for 
existence.  The  war  party  adopted  all  the  doctrines  for 
which  the  Federalists  had  striven,  and  which  became  the 
principles  of  our  government.  This  new  school  of  Feder- 
alist-Democrats supported  and  maintained  the  army,  the 
navy,  the  funds,  the  national  bank,  the  protective  policy, 
the  liberal  construction  of  the  Constitution,  every  thing 
in  short  which  Hamilton  cherished  and  Jefferson  loathed. 
The  Federalists  had  no  longer  an  excuse  for  living  as  a 
political  part}',  and  they  were  soon  merged  in  the  ranks  of 
their  old  opponents  and  new  allies.  But,  while  the  party 
perished,  the  principles  on  which  it  was  founded  survived, 
and  we  have  to-day  a  Democratic  government  managed  on 
Federalist  principles.  Jefferson  governs  by  the  rules  and 
maxims  of  Hamilton.  The  Hartford  Convention,  marking 
as  it  does  the  extinction  of  one  of  the  great  original  parties, 
stands  at  the  threshold  of  a  new  era,  and  gains  in  this  way 
a  dramatic  interest  and  significance. 

I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  either  a  defence  or  a  eulc^ 
of  the  last  of  the  Federalists  who  gathered  at  Hartford  in 
1814.  They  require  neither  at  my  hands.  I  have  sought 
to  trace  their  policy,  unveil  their  motives,  and  reveal  their 
true  objects.    If  I  have  done  this,  I  am  satisfied.    An  ex- 
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pntiition  of  tli^ir  history  anil  nil  tlimr  |Mi|>eni,  public  and 
privau-.  are  Uefoi-e  tiie  world :  mid  on  these  ijosterity  and 
futmt-  Iitatoriaim  will  ]^u*a  juiljcnicnt.  But  this  I  will  say, 
that  T  honor  and  respect  those  Federalistn  who,  beliering 
US  tliev  did.  HhrHuk  not  from  what  thev  considered  their 
duly  to  thwir  State,  to  their  party,  uiid  to  theinM*lv«»ti. 

Tlio  men  of  the  Hiirtford  ConveJition  strove  hoTiestly  to 
do  thoir  duty  n«  9oeme«l  best  in  their  eyes,  and  they  need 
not  fear  the  verdit-t  of  posterity. 

With  tbe  incidents  of  an  awful  civil  war  still  fre«h  in 
our  memories,  we  natuniUy  turn  from  might  that  savors 
of  the  Keimriitist  spirit,  ami  State  rights  Itave  long  Iwen 
esteomod  lA'ords  of  evil  omen.  But  let  us  not  therefore 
forget  thiiC  SiAt»>  rights  are  the  great  snfeguarrls  of  our  liWr- 
lies.  Let  us  remeuiber,  when  we  judge  the  HartinnI  Con- 
vention, that  resistaiifo  tt>  oppression  lias  been  the  [N.*('iiliiLr 
glory  of  the  Knglish  race.  Let  us  recall  the  hitilory  u[ 
Mn!i*iHohuBRtts.  Her  stubborn  spirit,  though  slow  to  anp-r, 
Iins  never  failed  in  the  hour  of  trial.  Who  would  wish  it 
extinguixhed  tiecatise  it  has  not  always  been  directed  with 
|>erfect  wisdom,  and  who  would  wi»h  to  believe  timt  it  is 
h'>w  vigorous  to  resist  wi-ong  now  than  at  any  i»eri(»d  of  her 
history?  Rut  a  few  short  years  i^o,  our  gpejit^st  poet 
said,  on  the  Ofunsiou  of  iiiinther  wnr,  which  New  EngUnd 
believed  to  be  wicked  and  unjustitiahle:  — 

"  Kf  I'll  laif  way,  1  tipd  rullun" 

We  *lKtul(l  go  1(1  norlt  and  |inrt,-~ 
Tlie?  inke  imt  way.  we  t)ikf  tVulier: 

Guen  ii  vroiililti't  Im-ak  my  luiart. 
Man  liofi  oufilii  lo  put  uhumltrr 

TliiTii  lliat  (iiiil  hat  naviayn  jined; 
An'  I  •iiijiildirt  gretly  woniler 

£1  tbcrc'j  ihuuaaiuU  o'  m;  ntlnd." 

Tlie  old  spirit  breathes  in  these  lines.  And  it  i«  well 
that  it  should  not  die  among  us ;  for,  while  it  is  our  duty 
to  crush  sectionalism  in  every  form,  it  is  no  less  our  duty 
to  guni-d  the  great  Anglo-Saxon  principle  of  looai  self- 
government. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

1812-1816. 

CorreipoDdence  relating  to  the  Hartford  ConventioD. 

The  letters  included  in  this  chapter  are  from  hitherto 
unpublished  manuscripts,  and  are  taken  from  the  Picker- 
ing MSS,  and  from  the  correspondence  of  Governor 
Strong.  Some  of  them,  notably  the  first,  do  not  relate 
directly  either  to  the  Hartford  Convention  or  its  objects ; 
but,  as  illustrations  of  the  opinions  held  during  the  war  of 
1812  by  some  of  the  most  distinguished  Federalists,  they 
have  appeared  to  me  of  sufficient  historical  value  to  merit 
publication.  The  most  interesting  letters  are  unquestion- 
ably those  of  Colonel  Pickering  and  Mr.  John  Lowell. 
From  those  written  by  the  former,  we  get  a  clear  idea  of 
the  views  entertained  by  the  moat  extreme  of  the  Federal- 
ist leaders.  Colonel  Pickering's  theory  in  1804,  and  subse- 
quently down  to  1814,  was  to  separate  from  the  Union,  and 
then,  by  the  injury  thus  inflicted  upon  the  Southern  States, 
to  force  them  to  re-form  the  Union  on  terms  dictated  by 
New  England.  The  "  Northern  Confederacy  "  seems  to 
have  been  intended  as  the  last  resort,  in  case  this  plan  of 
coercion  failed.  Behind  the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  so 
zealously  urged  by  Colonel  Pickering,  therefore,  was  a  much 
more  extended  plan, — to  restore  to  New  England  and  to  the 
principles  of  the  Federalist  party  their  ancient  political 
supremacy.  In  judging  this  plan,  we  must  rememberthat 
the  almost  indefinite  extension  to  the  westward  was  then  but 
little  thought  of.  In  the  absence  of  railroads  and  telegraphs, 
there  were  no  apparent  means  of  uniting  firmly  more  than 


528 


LIFE   ASU    I.KTTKRS   OV  GROROE  OAB(rr.      [ISlS-la. 


a  verj-  limit'e<l  numl'tr  o(  States,  while  mere  dJlBuultv  of 
commuiiicatiou  tirndti  uii  extuiitletl  area  swiu  mi  iiuposfiibilitr 
for  unu  governmetit.     Few  men  at  the  beginning  of  thi:> 
century  looked  beyond  tlio  villcj^lumieii.  and  the  esteiiaion 
made  nt  tho  Soiitli-wcHt  wati  regiinlMl  by  llie  Fedvnilisiit  aa 
in  itself  a  total  ileatniction  of  the  old  baliinee  of  power. 
Such  were  tlit  preniisev  from  which  Colonel  Pickering  rea- 
soned, nor  was  the  [wssible  execution  of  his  plan  by  any 
metiiia  so  ct)imi>ni.'ul  in  1814  tun  it  nptif^ra  in  187T.     One 
British  ffXpMlilJon,  altliough  repulspil,  sttll  tlireatened  niir 
Northern   frontier,  while  another  had  arrived  at   New  Or- 
leans.    Th:it  Kiigbiiid  woiihl  obtain  the  control  of  onr  wpsit- 
ern  territory,  ait  Lwd  Casllereagh  at  first  deinainled  from  our 
commissioners  at  (ilient,  Be4;uifd  l>v  no  me-.ins  iniprobiibli^. 
I'hc  wnr  had  drained  the  national  resonr(.>cs.  and  the  Union 
npppRretl  on  tlie  vergv*  of  dirtHohition.     Diuorpinizatinn  had 
indeed  befjiin,  and  even  the  most  Democratic  SuiteH  wi-i-e 
making  inde]>ondent  movomenta  of   defence.       In   snch  a 
cunditii>n  of  things,  the  withdrawHl  of  New  Englnnd  ironlil 
have  brought  the  whoU>  fnbric  down  in  ruins;  and  she  could 
then  have  i-il)ier  (liclatt:'d  her  own  teruiH  in  a  new  Union. or 
coulil  have  formed  a  Northern  Confederacy  in  which  rIic 
would  have  been  supreme.    Fortunnt-cly,  Colonel  Pickering 
was  not  !nnj>ported  b_v  most  of  the  Federalist  loaders.      \V*c 
have  seen  by  fotiuei'  letters  the  Uikewannness  with  which 
his  plan  wns  received  in  1804i  and  in  181-1  lie  njijiears  to 
have  fdiinil  "iily  two  prominent  men,  3SIr.  I^wel!  and  Mr. 
Gouvemeur  Moms,  who  fully  sympathized  with  him.     The 
other  leadora  were  too  prudent  and  too  moderate  to  pUmgu 
into  de8ijer.tte  measures.     Yet  it  is  easy  to  see  what  a  tre- 
mendous  puliticjil    revolution   they  might   have   wiwught. 
Colonel  Pickering  expressed  perfect  snlisfaetiou  with  the 
re-sults  of  the  Convention ;  but  we  can  reconcile  this  with 
bin   previous  lettere  only  on  the  theory  that  he  trusted  to 
events  to  force  tlm  moderate  leader*  up  to  his  position,  and 
bided  hia  time.     He  had  certainly  urged  much  more  deci- 
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sive  measures  as  the  duty  of  the  Convention  than  any  that 
were  afterwards  adopted  at  Hartford.  It  is  also  very  strik- 
ing that  both  Colonel  Pickering  and  Mr.  Lowell,  dissatisfied 
as  they  were  with  the  moderation  of  the  party  leaders  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, distinctly  disclaim  any  wish  for  a  separation  for 
its  own  sake.  Could  they  have  the  Union  governed  as  they 
believed  it  ought  to  be,  they  had  no  wish  for  a  separation  ; 
and,  much  as  they  felt  themselves  injured,  they  desired  sep- 
anition  only  as  a  means  of  coercion  to  re-form  the  old  Union 
or  to  make  a  new  one  on  better  principles.  Certainly,  if  we 
may  trust  to  their  own  letters,  no  one  held  more  advanced 
views  than  Mr.  Lowell  and  Colonel  Pickering,  yet  they  ex- 
pressly say  they  do  not  regard  a  dissolution  as  good  in  itself. 
This  finally  disposes  of  Mr.  Adams's  imputation  that  the 
Massachusetts  leaders  sought  disunion  for  its  own  sake,  and 
solely  to  gratify  their  own  selfish  and  personal  ambition. 

The  letters  from  Mr.  Gore  to  Governor  Strong,  which 
form  the  last  of  this  series,  are  of  interest  in  showing  the 
satisfaction  given  to  the  Federalists  generally  by  the  report 
of  the  Hartford  Convention,  and  that  the  opinions  of  that 
body  accurately  reflected  the  sentiments  of  the  majority  of 
the  party. 

Mabshall  to  Pickeriko. 

Richmond,  Dec.  11, 1812. 
Deab  Sib,  —  Your  letter  transmitting  the  documents  in  rela- 
tion to  the  French  decree  of  April,  1812,  did  not  reach  this  place 
till  I  had  left  it  on  an  annual  tour  to  the  mountains,  and  were  not 
received  till  October  last.  I  thunk  you  very  sincerely  for  thiH 
flattering  attention.  My  sentiments  on  the  report  ^  concur  pre- 
cisely with  yours.  It  contains  a  labored  apology  for  France,  but 
none  for  ourselves.  It  furnishes  no  reason  for  our  tame,  unmur- 
muring acquiescence  under  the  double  insult  of  withholding  this 
paper  from  us,  and  declaring  in  our  face  that  it  had  been  put  in 
our  possession.  The  report  is  silent  on  another  subject  of  still 
deeper  interest.     It  leaves  unnoticed  the  fact  that  the  Berlin  and 

'  War  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
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Tlfilnn  (^i^rreea  wii-iv  c«r1iiiiilf  not  ny[H''Al«.'«l  hy  llic  iiisHltoos  ilecne 
of  April,  since  it  bad  uevLT  been  comniuiiiinted  [o  tbe  French 
courtB  or  cruiacra,  and  since  Uieir  cruiNent  had  al  a  period  xaboe- 
qoent  to  ihu  preietnli-d  riatu  nf  tbat  di;cru4;  t-c-c:vivc(l  unU-rs  to  fiMi- 
timie  to  wxt-cutw  Um  oir<^iiwve  dw:re«ti  ou  Ain<rri<3iii  vvtutelc.  Tlie 
rc|H)rt  manifpHU  no  notisihility  iit  tht>  diAgriKfiful  circiimAlanrcs. 
wliirh  tend  sinitijily  to  prove  llutt  Ulis  paper  was  fubricatixl  lu 
aatiitfy  tlin  iinportiinititw  uf  Mr.  Ihirlow,  ami  waa  aiittKlMtvd  to  nuit 
Fruiich  purj>r>.'i4»  :  nor  nt  the  contempt  Dinnif^'si^l  for  tiie  fti^tJnga 
ot  AHicriciiii*  and  their  government  by  not  dei^iiinju:  ao  to  uiite>Iale 
It  AS  1o  »ivo  tlw  credit  of  our  adininUtmtion,  by  giving  Mimv  pUii&i- 
biliiy  to  their  a»Krtioti  th&t  the  repvul  liad  tnkea  place  on  tbe  Ut 
of  \oTciDbcr.  But  thia  is  a  Aubject  with  which  I  dare  not  truit 
myself. 

1  luuk  willt  Biixiouii  solicitude,  with  iiiingltMl  Iio|M)  and  fear,  to 
(he  great  events  wliirh  arc  taking  pliLce  in  the  nort])  of  GornKuty. 
It  appears  probable  that  a  great  batile  will  be  fought  on  or  near 
the  Elhc.  and  nLver  liad  the  world  more  ut  stake  than  will  pmlM- 
b)y  depend  on  that  buttle.  Your  opinions  had  led  ma  to  ho{ie 
that  there  wus  some  prospect  of  a  partieular  peace  for  owselve*. 
My  own  jiHl^meut.  could  1  iruxt  it,  would  tell  me  thai  pbaco  or  war 
Mill  be  detenniiKHl  by  the  eveutti  in  Eiiroiie. 

With  much  respect  aiid  esteem,  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  oltoilieot 

J.  Maksuall. 


PlCKKRIKO   TO    SaMCKI,    PcTKAM.' 

VKa'i.  IPH. 

If  a  step  of  thiii  kind^  Hhouht  I>e  tulnpted,  one  more  «hould  hv 
taken  :  acikI  forth  a  aolemn  and  eaniest  address  to  your  oonstltu- 
ents,  in  plain  but  forcible  luD^iiage,  which  alt  can  umlurstond  ami 
feci,  ittiiting  ooiici^ely  all  the  great  eviU  wantonly  brought  uii  thna 
by  the  ii(;l«  of  the  national  govcrnmenl.  and  for  no  |N>iMibU'  vsm/m 
but  toeo-oj>emtcwith  Euro]>e'sexecTabletyraht,thcrtder  of  Krani.'e. 
KncJie  your  diMiiiuidtf  on  Congresa  for  relief ;  but  tell  tiie  people 
that  while,  with  a  Muoerc  and  mrong  dtisire  to  mainiaiu  tbe  union 
of  the  Slali;«.  you  httve  madi>  one  more  uppticatioit  to  that  hptly  for 
a  redress  of  grievances,  j>a9l  oxjiRrience  too  lamentably  itbovs  bow 

1  Brnaior  in  the  MasaachuKtts  Lt-giElature. 

*  Till''  iin»*aj|«  of  cerUln  rvaoluibni  addreMed  toCongms  Hgaiiat  the 
contiuuance  of  the  war,  and  hi  farur  of  the  right  of  wlMefeuoe. 
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Email  is  the  hope  of  relief;  that  therefore  they  must  prepare  their 
minds, and  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  "right  themselves,"  and 
remove  from  them  that  accumulated  load  of  oppression  which  is  no 
longer  to  he  endured. 

Declarations  of  this  sort  by  Massachusetts,  espedally  if  con- 
curred in  by  the  other  New  England  States,  would  settle  the  busi- 
ness at  once.  But  though  made  now  by  Massachusetts  alone,  you 
surely  may  rely  on  the  co-operation  of  New  Hampshire,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Connecticut,  and  I  doubt  not  of  Vermont  and  New 
York.  With  the  executives  and  legislatures  of  most  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  all  of  them,  you  can  freely  communicate. 

Ought  there  not  to  be  a  proposal  of  a  convention  of  delegates 
from  those  six  States  ?  UecoUect  the  times  that  are  past,  when 
circular  letters  were  first  sent  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  Massachusetts,  the  cradle  of  American  liberty,  —  whence  ensued 
our  organized  opposition  to  meditated  oppression,  the  harbinger  of 
tyranny,  but  which,  as  compared  with  the  actual  tyranny  of  our 
own  government,  would  now  appear  insignificant. 

In  describing  in  your  address  to  the  people  (for  I  presume  you 
will  not  rise  without  one)  the  oppressions  above  referred  to,  and 
especially  the  calamities  of  this  profligate  war,  will  there  be  any 
impropriety  —  nay,  does  not  the  actual  state  of  things  loudly  call 
for  it?  —  after  showing  concisely  how  the  war  is  unnecessary  and 
unjust,  and  bow  impossible  by  its  continuance  for  any  length  of 
time  whatever  to  obtain  a  relinquishment  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  of  the  right  of  impressing  her  own  seamen  from  neutral 
merchant  ships,  for  which  absolutely  hopeless  object  alone  the  war 
is  yet  maintained,  —  after  concisely  showing  all  this,  ought  you 
not  to  caution  all  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts  not  to  yield  by  per- 
sonal services  or  by  money  any  voluntary  aid  in  carrying  on  the 
war,  which,  being  criminal  in  its  origin  and  continuance  and  ruin- 
ous iu  its  consequences,  all  those  who  voluntarily  contribute  to  its 
support  will  be  involved  in  its  guilt ;  and  then  solemnly  denounce 
all  who  shall  render  such  voluntary  assistance  as  enemies  of  their 
country  ?     I  have  more  to  say,  but  must  do  it  in  another  letter. 

Very  truly  yours, 

T.  Pickering. 
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PiCKEBlNe  TO  SaMITKL    PlTTSAK. 

CiTT  or  WABiirxoTOK,  Feb.  7,  IBI*. 

Drab  Sir,  —  Xot  looking  to  Matxndmwtu  nl  lliis  iJine  fnr  any 
olher  than  prt-pBratory  nieiisurcs  of  minds  ami  means  to  Tuidiimta 
the  rights  of  thf>  commercial  and  nari^ting  S(aic«,  th«  intimalioiu 
ID  my  ]eUer  of  llie  -tth  went  not  beyond  tho*p  <)lijfM*t.*.  nnd  I  pre- 
sume th«y  are  even  within  llie  limiw  of  modcratiun.  1  th.ill 
expect  your  anAwor  informtn];  lue  of  the  dogroc  on  the  political 
itiermomelcr  tu  which  the  temper  of  men  cnlitltMl  to  tak<'  rJie  I«ad 
)j)U  rispTi :  I  mean  us  to  piitcucable  mea.*ures,  wliicli  mu«t  depeud 
on  tht  ftupfH>rt  of  the  poopl«.  The /ii?o/*A?,  however,  arv  alwaj^ 
IwKl  pIi>:t»L-<l  nilh  buld,  dfotiive  lueaoures.  And,  if  yon  nait  tor 
aril  tit  iuiiut  upprt-'fisioii.  tliu  (larigtr  of  Uwiw  submissioa  iriU  be  in- 
creaseil,  Tt  is  the  gradua}  iiUrorliiction  of  tyraonj  that  put*  ia 
jeopardy  the  libertJes  of  a  free  pt«ple. 

Xt)t  to  trouble  you  Willi  furtbt-r  observation*,  let  me  conrhiile 
with  thi!  hnpe  and  L-iuilidimiv  that  iho  toncK  of  Ma.<i<iar}iii!ietls  will 
b«  otniiig  :iiid  impusitif';  aud  that  she  t*ill  prupiu>!  to  exei'ule 
JKiIdly  iind  tirndy  the  measures  which  a  jii^t  and  r(:aM>nHl>lc  wArrM 
of  her  wrongs  authorize  niul  ur^e  her  u>  take,  and  In  nhich  the 
Rrdent  wishett  and  bletni-ingD  of  all  the  goo«l  and  pntriolic  cilizutu  of 
the  United  Sutca  wil]  attend  you.  And  let  me  once  more  ■»(«« 
you  tliut  to  New  Kiigluiid,  c'S|iuciullr  to  AIuseuchuH.-ttA,  its  Howl, 
all  sueli  men  anxiously  luok  for  redemption..  Let  then  lier  yhiry 
a^  wpII  as.  her  own  and  the  general  nafety  animate  her  in  the  honor* 
ubk-  ntleuipt,  which,  wult  vunilucted,  uiuuot  fail  o£  Bua-esA. 

I  am,  Ae.,  T.  PiCKKUUto. 


SaUUEL    PDTIfAK   TO   PlCKRRI.^O. 

Bo«TOy.  PA.  II,  18U. 

T>KAR  S[R,  —  Tlie  Senate  have  jast  pasned  ihe  enHoitnl  pcshIti- 
lioiLt  upon  the  petition  of  the  town  nf  Falmnuth  for  protei-tiuD. 
the  ht-tt  of  whieh  (the  best  measnnj  that  we  have  adojiled  thi»  sf»- 
Binn)  oecanioned  great  exeiicment  on  the  pari  of  the  minority.  I 
havH  received  your  two  late  favors.  It  ig  chu  KCttlud  detprmiuatlon 
not  to  ptiifivn  f'onf/rr^x  ngoin. 

The  w-Iim;!  committee  from  each  county  have  agreed  to  certain 
resolucioDs  expre^ive  of  the  ri^t«  of  Masrachusetts  and  of  dbe 
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oppressiona  of  the  general  government,  recommending  the  passing 
of  sundry  laws :  one,  to  protect  the  persons  and  property  of  our 
citizens  from  illegal  seizures,  made  without  warrant,  issued  upon 
complaint  on  oath  ;  another,  inflicting  suitable  penalties  upon  all 
who  shall  obstruct  any  persons  going  from  port  to  port  in  the  Stat<j, 
after  giving  or  offering  to  give  bond  to  the  collector  not  to  go  to 
any  foreign  port,  &c.,  —  this  to  be  in  force  after  the  10th  of  June 
next,  unless  Congress  shall  before  repeal  the  embargo,  or  so  modify 
it  as  that  it  shall  cease  to  violate  the  rights  of  Massachusetts ;  and  a 
resolve  that  the  people  shall  instruct  their  representatives,  at  the 
next  session  of  the  General  Court,  as  to  the  expediency  of  appoint- 
ing delegates  to  meet  the  delegates  who  may  be  appointed  by  other 
States  in  convention,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  their  commercial 
and  other  rights.  These  projects  have  been  received  with  great 
unanimity. 

They  may  undergo  some  modification,  but  I  apprehend  will  in 
substance  pass  the  Legislature.  An  address  to  the  people  will  also 
be  made,  but  whether  by  the  Legislature  or  by  the  Federalists  is 
not  yet  decided. 

You  will  be  surprised  to  learn  that  Mr.  Dane,'  of  Beverly,  of 
his  own  accord  lately  told  me  that  he  had  learned  from  long  expe- 
rience that  (to  use  his  own  words)  "it  will  not  do  to  trust  the 
Boston  lead."  I  will  give  you  a  particular  account  when  we  meet, 
which  will  prove  that  Dane  is  as  good  a  prophet  as  historian. 
In  haste,  I  am  aftectionately  yours, 

Samuel  Pdtsam. 


Samuel  Putnam  to  Pickering. 

Boston,  Feb.  22, 1814. 
Dear  Sir,  —  The  enclosed  has  passed  the  Legislature  this  day  ; 
and,  notwithstanding  it  falls  short  of  the  wishes  of  a  vast  number 
of  our  friends,  there  will  ( I  trust)  be  no  want  of  union  and  firm- 
ness in  our  future  measures. 

I  remain  afEectionately  yours, 

Samuel  Putnam. 


•  Nathan  Dane,  the  diBtingutahed  lawyer,  reputed  author  of  the  Onli- 
nance  of  1787,  founder  of  the  Dane  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  and  oce  of 
the  delegates  to  the  Hartford  Coarention. 
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Jiftoffe*  on  the  Petition  of  thti  Town  of  Ftdtaouth, 

1.  lirsnh-rd,  'I'lmt  liis  Excvllettcy  tlic  Governor  b«  and  Ueivby  18 
AirtlmriKe'l  tn  fnrni^  rhe  lonTi  of  Falmouth,  iu  tla>  ci>uutT  M  llani- 
stalilc.or  miy  other  town  wliicli  in  liU  opinion  nuiy  lit-  in  iluiijper  of 
{n^iKiioii.  with  ftiKrIi  guns  and  atiimuRiliou  um  in  liia  tliii>creiiou  xtay 
bv  thoiiuhl  ]»i'n|mr. 

t.  liftvlveit,  Tliat  his  Kxcvllonoy  tliit  Oovunior  be  and  herphy  w 
itiilhorijcfil  I«i  uoi'f^pt  llie  »f-mco«  of  «ny  itiililary  coqw,  or  of  luilirii- 
uals  lib  vohinlwcrs.  ami  i-aiise  the  name  to  be  oi7|;anize4i  in  soch 
iui>i](>  :t«  hv  tti»y  ikvm  |ii-opt>r,  to  He  held  in  readJneH  for  the  «ptoifil 
clefeniw  Hnd  safety  of  tliis  Communwealtli. 


Cbanckllor  Kkmt  to  Pickhriso. 

ALHAxr.  AprU  so.  ISll. 

Dkar  Slit.  — My  brother  who  arrived  Iiere  yoHenluy  dtlivLTi-d 
nic  your  «pefch  on  the  loim  bill,  vvbidi  you  wi-ro  so  oliligiug  st^  to 
encIoHC  to  mo.  I  had  ge«n  ic  bufort;.  and  |K.-riuit  mu  t»  say  that  1 
dci  anil  have  long  hvid  the  iUK:tnucjt  (U>utnit»;il  in  your  »|H.'e<.'h.  And 
whirh  r  lliiiik  you  havR  miHt  clparly  illuAtrxuHt.  I  havu  di(Iin-il 
fiinn  nioht  of  my  Kuderal  friuuitii  lieru  :  for  I  always  was  of  opinion 
thiU  the  (irdfn  in  ctmucU  of  Xovernbt-r.  \H07,  were,  nuder  ihe  rJieu 
existing  ria-iimntaurpfl  of  Kurope,  juslitliibk  on  prinriplua  of  pablic 
law.  They  r<"*iilteii  from  itfcesBary  self-defence,  and  a$  a^uii't 
the  I'Xlruottlinnry  dctiTniinniwD  of  Krantt;  were  a  just  w>-«p<)ii  oi 
retitlinliun  ami  rt^islauce.  Tlie  spw-diet  of  Mr.  IVnuval  and  Mr. 
ConQii^ig  in  Parliament,  on  thii  jioint,  I  always  believed  to  be  loliiL 
But  penoe  be  to  tlieir  manet.  Ynn  have  innre  undeniably,  than 
any  wiiler  I  Lave  »wn,  uxpn^stK'd  the  busetieM  of  tbt;  luotire  aiul 
tht-  hypocriity  of  the  mniuier  of  our  lirtl  eniUirgo,  aud  the  rvmrio 
live  lawit  ihtil  followed  it.  ]tut,  here  altto,  pi.'aoo  be  to  Ita  mana; 
jiiid  itii  th»  aifirm  baa  gono  over,  and  aonielhing  like  a  fterauni  aky 
flinib-s  it<;ain.  I  hiok  forwai-d  to  l»«r|.tt'P  times,  luid  to  the  hop(»  ibat 
till'  prot1ig:ite  udrntiiisli-atiuu  uf  tht:  Jeffer«outuu  dynasty  is  [fi'mui- 
Uunlly  rbt-ckt^^. 

lie  nH.-<nntI,  nir.  tbat  I  feel  the  utmost  respetl  for  yonr  public 
and  private  cbaractvr,  and  the  beet  wiHlica  for  your  happioecs. 

Sincerely  yours,  Jxycs  Keiti. 


I 
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Extract  fbou  a  Letter   of  Pickebino  to  Putnam. 

OCTOBEB,  1814. 

As  abandoned  by  the  general  government,  except  for  taxing 
U8,  we  must  defend  ourselves,  bo  we  ought  to  seize  and  hold  fast 
the  revenues  indispensable  to  maintain  the  force  necessary  for  our 
protection  against  the  foreign  enemy,  and  the  still  greater  evil  in 
prospect,  domestic  tyranny. 

Extract  from  Letter  op  FicsEBmo  to  John  Lowell. 

October,  1814. 
I  hope  the  character  of  the  report  to  our  State  Legislature,  signed 
H.  G.  Otis,  will  be  maintained.  A  convention  of  the  New  Eng- 
land States  two  years  ago  (which  I  then  confidently  expected) 
would  have  superseded  the  one  now  contemplated,  and  have  saved 
thousands  of  lives  and  millions  of  money,  by  putting  at  that  time 
an  end  to  the  war.  But  timidity  in  the  garb  of  prudence  defeated 
that  salutary  proposal.  Faithfully  yours,  T.  P. 

Pickering  to  Godverneub  Morris. 

CiTT  OF  Wabhikoton,  Oct.  29, 1814. 
Dear  Sir,  —  To-day  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letter 
of  the  17th.  I  was  gratified  to  find  my  own  sentimeuts  corre- 
sponding with  yours.  "  Union  "  is  the  talisman  of  the  dominant 
party;  and  many  Federalists,  enchanted  by  the  magic  sound,  are 
alarmed  at  every  appearance  of  opposition  to  the  measures  of  the 
faction,  lest  it  should  endanger  the  "  Union."  I  have  never  enter- 
tained such  fears.  On  the  contrary,  in  adverting  to  the  ruinous 
system  of  our  government  for  many  years  past,  I  have  said;  "  Let 
the  ship  run  aground.  The  shuck  will  throw  the  present  pilots 
overboard,  and  then  competent  navigators  will  get  her  once  more 
afloat,  and  conduct  her  safely  into  port."  I  have  even  gone  so  far 
as  to  say  that  a  separation  of  the  Northern  section  of  States  would 
be  ultimately  advantageous,  because  it  would  be  temporary,  and 
because  in  the  interval  the  just  rights  of  the  States  would  be 
recovered  and  secured  ;  that  the  Southern  States  would  earnestly 
seek  a  reunion,  when  the  rights  of  both  would  be  defined  and 
established  on  a  more  equal  and  therefore  more  durable  basis. 
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At  A  lAtc  PoniultAlion  among  FederalidlH,  the  greiU  qiii-sliou  vrms 
BgiUiifl.  *^  Whal  fiftrt  shall  we  ikke  whtn  Uio  syaii-m  of  tuxjuion 
shall  i»  t>roii>;ht  before  uzP"  In  g<riifriJ  (I  ilo  not  kituw  but 
Dnivf^nuillf,  hb  to  thusK  who  tpole).  it  Hprtned  to  ho  coiiclijalttl  thnt, 
as  thu  nature  of  ihv  war  was  uuw  changed  fmm  offimaivt'  to 
defeiisJvtf,  we  could  not  williliold  our  assent.  Ar  iJ»>  wMni-  timp.  it 
WHft  ailtukuO  ihfit  the  prt^soni  ruicre  were  iucompi'irtil  to  oArry  on 
the  war.  »ii<l  tliul  the  oiouey  raiiwiJ  by  luc-autioi  a  sy8ii>tii  of  heavy 
taxation  would,  like  the  niillions  alrftidy  ubtutiiod.  Ik  [>rofu«e)v 
wasti?il.  Uiit,  in  aaseiititi);  to  llie  UixeA.  all  B^*od  that  it  would  be 
[>ro|wr  to  protest  u^jiiinst  tb**  &dininistrHlioti.  and  (K^clnrc  it  iiieina-i 
peU!ut  to  maintain  the  war  or  to  muko  pcai?c!  I  dinHeuiiHl  fr 
this  doctrine,  and  avowed  luy  opinion  that  uur  umcdi  to  tbt-  Byst 
of  luxiitkiii  >)iould  bf.  gii'cn  only  on  tlic  conrlitiou  thnt  the  fldiiiiii- 
ittrarion  ttboiiM  \ic  ohuiigfld.  so  that  Ft^lerallAl.^  should  conlroE  lira 
puhlio  meaftures,  nrid  lipply  tlie  public  funds  to  eii{>|iort  liirtn.  I 
prCBUiiii.-  I  shall  »oi  be  K-ft  alone.  I  tniet  a  number  uf  Kaet?ni 
nicmliL-i-h.  at  Ifiwt  i>f  my  colk-Jigu<?«,  will  ngi-uf  with  nift,  uiiles*  hd 
btfttcr  U'lviiv  we  xbimUl  llijnk  iL  ex[jeili<rrit  to  uilopt  (be  plan  of  onr 
other  Ffd(-nil  br<>thn'ii.  Tbia  day  F.ppes' cnllc-d  up  (be  n>»i>lu- 
tioDS  of  the  Diuimittri-  of  Ways  and  MiuinB;  aii«l  Mr.  Oakler' 
(who  i«  a  man  uf  tnlmitu)  touk  th«  ground  almve  incnliunvd.  u( 
advocAting  the  »y^K-m  of  severe  taxation,  and  prote<)ttn;!  a|riiiiMt 
the  vouipeteiicy  of  the  men  into  wlioiie  hands  the  public  rcvftiUHii 
wonltl  hi-'  tlipown.  The  reproaches  which  on  thift  plan  aru  new 
snrily  cast  ou  tbv  udiuiuii^tniliuu  ami  ilB  abettors  in  the  two  Hot 
will  render  lliese  inure  bitivr.  luirl  urfro  tbcm,  fruiu  pt^le  atld  rwenU 
rocnt,  tu  purine  ibcir  course  with  iiii-reiwi.d  ohsiinaiiy. 

Ab  you  suppose,  some  men  "  nre  on  Dtilis  us  to  Hriileh  armganre 
uiid  iLudiicitr,  in  proposiojE  terms  of  peat^e  to  which  we  cannot  Hblen 
without  dis<;nirc."  I  uinfvss  they  did  mil  disturb  me.  For  umie 
of  cJiem  [on  whieh  our  eoitimisttiuners  bud  tin  iuatnivtionB)  I  was  in 
a  de);ree  pre]>flrerl.  In  oonver^tion  with  my  frieiKla  at  hooiv.  we 
bad  eoiL(rh)(I(.'d  timt  Great  Itriiain  would  exelnde  u»  from  those  very 
fibhcr'n'f,  which  s.he  now  says  sibe  will  not  ngnin  yield  lo  ub  wiihvHl 
o/i  ajtiiealfitt,  but  not  uttt^mpt  to  deny  us  thu  ixid-ltsliericA  in  ihe 

>  Joho  Eppea,  roembn'  of  Congms  fmm  Vir|{inU,  and  •on-ln-Uw  of 

^  TlianiAi  Jaclcaoii  OiiJe1«Ti  mcnilier  of  CoajTrew  from  Now  Tork,  a((i 
ward*  Judtfc  and  chief  jusliee  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Xew  York. 
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open  sea,  —  that  is,  on  the  Baaka  of  Newfoundland.  What  equi- 
valent was  contemplated  by  the  British  Government  seemed  to  me 
very  obvious.  They  want  a  direct  road  from  Halifax  to  Quebec. 
This  will  cross  the  province  of  Maine,  belonging  to  Massachusetts, 
to  which  State  those  fislieries  are  almost  exclusively  interesting. 
Massachusetts  may  exchange  the  north-east  comer  of  Maine  for 
the  privilege  of  participating  in  tlie  Jiritish  fisheries. 

As  to  the  lakes,  I  said  more  than  a  year  ago  that  it  would  be  a 
most  desimble  thing  if  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  could 
agree  to  have  neither  armed  vessels  on  the  lakes  nor  any  fortifica- 
tions on  their  borders,  but  that  Great  Britain  could  not  so  agree, 
because  in  Canada  she  was  weak,  and  we  were  strong  and  daily 
increasing  in  strength,  which  would  enable  us  to  invade  and  overrun 
her  dominions  there  before  she  could  prepare  to  defend  them. 
But  this  proposition  of  hers  is  not  a  tine  qua  nun.  In  its  present 
form,  I  have  an  entire  repugnance  to  it.  She  would  doubtless 
agree  either  to  stipulate  that  neither  power  should  keep  any  naval 
force  on  the  lakes,  each  fortifying  on  the  land  as  it  pleased,  or 
to  say  nothing  about  it,  when  both  would  be  in  the  situation  ex- 
isting prior  to  the  war. 

As  to  the  Indian  boundary,  I  soothed  some  of  my  friends  by  ask- 
ing them  what  Great  Britain  demanded, answering  that  she  required 
no  cession  of  territory  to  herself  (in  this  proposition),  nor  to  the 
Indians;  for  the  latter,  being  proprietors  of  the  soil.  Great  Britain 
demanded  in  their  behalf  that  we  should  relinquish  our  rigid  of 
pre-emption,  which  was  really  all  the  right  we  could  set  up.  I 
added  that,  the  British  demand  out  of  the  question,  good  policy 
should  dictate  to  us  the  same  measure,  —  to  prevent  further  en- 
croachments on  the  Indians  (and  consequently  a  renewal  of  hos- 
tilities), the  dispersion  of  our  citizens  over  vast  and  indefensible 
regions,  when  we  tiad  yet  so  many  millions  of  acres  of  good  lands 
without  inhabitants. 

To  eiiect  a  peace,  our  rulers  must  be  changed,  and  men  less 
proud  and  less  haters  of  Great  Britain  be  employed  as  negotiators. 
Faithfully  yours,  T.  Pickering. 

GODTEENEUR   MORRtS    TO    PiCKERING. 

MoRRisAMA,  Nor.  1, 1814. 
Dear  Sik,  —  I  have  received  yours  of  the  2l8t  of  October,  and 
now  see  that  we  are  to  be  taxed  beyond  our  means,  and  subjected 
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to  mUilar^  oontviptloR.  TtiAse  in«9Miur(>«  are  4l«>viii«)l  and  pni-KUiKl 
by  th«  ^ntle  sfuritB  vhn  for  mnm  tluin  In-eniy  ^vi'JirA  liuve  luii^hal 
on  Ilrilain  tlitj  bittvrist  viil^nrity  of  Uillinj^^te.  Iieuuuse  she  un* 
piT».^cii  Iior  g«Ainon  fbr  «c]f-<:lL-f6nc<,%  aQ*l  lutve  (tlio>l  a  lorreut  of 
crocodile  l«>iir»  over  ihe  poor  of  that  country,  urti^inl.  a*  iliuy  pre- 
K-Tiii,  by  ojiitrfji-Mvo  Lik«>s  lo  j^ralify  rwviil  nuibilkni.  Nf v«>rlln*]f»s 
this  wiuii!  of  irii-»  niid  m»nry,nf>itlii>r  of  wliicJi  ma  bo  !ir|ii{M>j!pil  nuc 
of  out-  extviiuut(V(]  Siati'^fi.  Lt  jmjpos^  for  llie  conquest  of  Caitaifat. 
And  thiiB  iifu-r  mvejiriug  »ii<I  fornwtiaring  bnclcwunl  ami  forward 
till  ihctr  fondest  ndlipreiiTs  were  grown  gwlily.  aiid  «ft«r  (mblUliio^ 
Ibvir  wjlliijjznetu)  to  Hbaiidoii  every  formvr  ]»reti'xt,  ihe  m i mini.* i ra- 
tion biildly  uvow  thut,  although  wc  are  bo  sim])Ie  an  to  call  tlii^  a 
war  of  dofonoo,  ri  U  BtUl  OD  tlioir  pari  a  war  u(  couquVHt. 

What  will  the  Fr-deral  j^n-nlli-uu'ii  nonr  itiiy.  who,  to  oxcu^  thrir 
BU]qK>rt  i)f  thi-<  iubnini^imri'iii,  n^siimfd  thiii  their  uiiprovokt-d,  iin- 
vi^v,  unjust  wiir  of  ngt^ivHsiou  had,  all  at  on<.f,  become  defensive. 
I  admire  and  upplaud  the  |>ruud  cOEiiuAtviiry  of  uur  udversari*?*, 
who  Mty  lo  th(.'«e  ov«r-quondiim  frlotidn :  *^  We  di<>iluin  your  prof- 
fered >iu{>|inrt.  Yim  Hhall  not  iKirtid|inte  in  jMvrer,  noitlier  alwll 
ymir  quihblft  aerve  ytmr  turn.  W«  wiigo  no  defensive  war,  but  ^j 
mean  to  fonqmir  Canada.  Vote  for  that  ur  vote  ugaiusl  as,  vt^^H 
care  not  whicii.*'  ^* 

And  now,  my  ^od  friend,  he.  I  pray  you.  so  kukl  as  to  tell  Iha 
pliant  juitriols  who  beconie  converU  lo  Mr.  Mouro«*»  schctne, 
frankly  fommntiicat**!  to  onomiea  as  to  friends,  of  niart^hing  tnio 
L'aundu  by  way  u[  indwing  ihu  Uritifih  furois  on  oar  coast  lo  moet 
II*  thtin.-,  (hat-,  Um  St.  !.itwr*-riw  Iwinj;  no  lonfrer  norigablt?,  thU 
Milvlime  diverition  ranuat  l.ik*'  i'ftc't  br-fore  the  niontti  of  May. 
Itiit  {u-rhap'i  the  Seerpliiry,  an  faovtiouN  ai>  lie  is  wtgndoiis,  niCMiiE 
this  ilivcr<iiuii  inefL-ly  as  a  pU-ai^iiut ry  lo  divc-rt  hiuui.-lf  and  bis  n>l- 
lutgui'K  at  the  uaj^rncsM  witli  whicih  PtKleral  gud^ctitis  will,  iu  iba 
lavk  of  bitil.  ■hhIEiiw  a  bar*;  honk. 

l>()ttbu  are,  I  find.  etiu-ruini>d  whether  MnAKiicliuKctia  is  in  Mm- 
Oftt.atid  whL'thr.T  sbv  will  be  su[4»ortvd  by  iho  Svw  Euglaiid  f^ituily. 
But  eurvly  tlii-KL>  outriigt-'tuN  ini-^suivs  iiiiiat  toumj  tht*ir  patriot 
ecDtJnient  to  caul  off  ihi?  Io»i]  of  rppi)regaioti. 

Vour»  truly,  Go&'V.  Mqhkis. 
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PiCKEBiNO  TO  John  Lowell. 

CiTT  or  Washikotoit,  Not,  7, 1814. 

Dear  Sir,  —  Yon  may  recollect  that,  in  my  letter  to  Governor 
Sullivan  {April  16,  1808),  I  said  with  earnestness  "that  it  was 
essential  to  the  public  safety  that  the  blind  confidence  in  our  rulers 
shuuM  cease,  that  the  State  Lefftsiaiureg  should  know  the  facts  and 
reasons  on  which  important  general  laws  were  founded,  and  espe- 
c:ally  that  those  States  whose  farms  were  on  the  ocean,  and  whose 
harvests  were  gathered  in  every  sea,  should  inamediately  and  seri- 
ously consider  how  to  preserve  them  ;  "  adding  that  "  nothing  but 
tlie  sense  of  the  commercial  States,  clearly  and  practically  expressed, 
would  save  them  from  ruin."  The  House  of  Representatives  of 
Alassachusetts  was  at  that  time  Federal  (and  was  not  the  Senate 
also  Federal  ?)  ;  and,  with  the  spirit  which  ought  to  have  been 
exerted,  the  evils  of  Jefferson's  unlimited  embargo  might  have 
been  shortened,  and  probably  a  free  commerce  (instead  of  the  mis- 
erable and  mischievous  non-intercourse  and  other  restrictions) 
restored,  especially  if  Connecticut  had  been  invited  to  co-operate. 
Obsta  principiis  was  the  motto  of  the  movers  and  leaders  of  our 
Revolution,  before  —  long  before  —  the  obstinacy  and  pride  of  the 
British  government  rendered  that  Revolution  unavoidable.  The 
praises  of  the  sages  and  heroes  of  that  Revolution  are  in  the  mouths 
of  all  our  political  coxcombs ;  yet  every  man  who  now  exhibits  one 
spark  of  their  spirit  is  denounced  as  the  friend  of  Britain  and  the 
enemy  of  bis  own  country,  while  other  Federalists,  alike  sensible  of 
the  wanton  oppression  and  tyranny  of  our  rulers,  have  shrunk  from 
every  proposition  that  contained  one  particle  of  boldness. 

When  the  war  had  been  declared,  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  Massachusetts,  again  Federal,  addressed  their  constituents  to 
rouse  them  to  that  degree  of  opposition  to  our  rulers  which  their 
interests  and  safety  required  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitution, 
recommending  meetings  of  towns  and  county  conventions.  There 
was  a  convention  in  Essex,  in  July,  1812.  We  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  have  a  State  Convention,  and  chose  delegates  to  attend  it. 
This  measure  was  defeated  at  "  The  Headquarters  of  Good  Prin- 
ciples." I  did  not  yet  despair  of  our  country  ;  for,  on  conversing 
afterwards  with  Chief  Justice  Parsons,  he  told  me  the  House  would 
take  up  the  business  at  the  ensuing  winter  session.  This  arrived, 
and  nothing  was  done.     In  1813,  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
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M(iflsac1iii«etU  adilrMsed  a  long  reinoDBtraiH^  to  Coiigrfu^. 
jiiiit.  i^pirlt  KUitiii^li  ill  it  to  m»ke  it  iUk  jfst  of  lUa  tnajorily.  Masm^ 
vliu»etU  had  imw  Iwccmie  »u  *ilije<-l  of  r(>iil4-iit|)(.  Tlie  mnjoritv 
m(!n,  nnd  thnir  pnrtlsatiH  iLbmad,  rrmrlnde^l  tliat  Xa^MU-lnini^tM  tiw) 
neiilier  tMliiiitH  nor  foriituite  to  {iluti  and  m  uxit-iiti-  iuiif  cifii-Jnit 
iii(*iiiiiir>;  to  coiilrol  or  to  dn^-k  their  (It-Hlruviii^  pntjii*t»,  lU-nct;  1 
almnnt  ilmuleil  In  hi'ar  oi  any  mnvemeriM  tii  Ma--i.'U''l)ii.si'lis  lc*-l^ 
likt!  all  fumier  ones,  it  sliouM  entl  iu  smoke,  uiiil  Hink  Lfaf>  Suite  «tILl 
(le(<[>er  in  (lUgrace.  My  hopes  are  now  revived.  iiikI  this  day 
strfnjrthtfiietl.  on  Bering  the  luunM  o£  thu  Coniie^-tifut  tlrk'jfoleft.  I 
kinMv  ihum  all,  wivu  Slitinuaii.  —  who  i^  ilio  wa  or  uuj)ln-w  uf  Uie 
fiiiiiouit  Ko]£ei-  ShirniiUi,  ariil,  I  ain  lold,  u  clrcrr  tuati.  Fur  a.  graxl 
while  poKt,  whnn  iiiLplliffeiit  ami  .tpiritPfl  FederulifilA  of  the  MitkUs 
Stutes  (parlicuUi-ly  of  SlMvlaml  and  Virpuiia)  liave  saitl  lu  itie, 
"  We  look  to  New  LLii^l^iiid,  aiitl  c-apccially  lo  ^fufi^MrJiosi-tls,  for 
salvation."  I  bavo  been  i-eitdy  lo  huti;;;  my  head,  I  huvu  bwa 
nurlifml  ill  the  I'xtromi*,  1mh-jiu««  I  ciiiM  ^ay  mithiiig  tv  emuura^ 
then-  liojH'fl  anil  ronfidcnca. 

I  am  ini:lint>d  lo  think  there  was  a  time,  ia  the  early  period  of 
the  w:ir,  whii'ii  the  «t-nrimcnt«  of  a  New  England  CVrnvcntioQ 
(which  mij^ht  have  bi-cn  ^crt'o^ihened  by  a  dele^iiuii  from  Nrw 
York,  by  the  authority  of  their  Vederal  Iloiue  of  Kepreseniatives). 
hrtldty  and  linnly  rxprcssed,  might  have  put  an  end  to  il,  while 
Britain  wax  eoUcItuus  to  iitakv  jfuacv,  wiltiout  ihu  o^r  of  any  hard 
or  unpleasant  terms. 

I  hope  ill  God  that  the  delegntcs  of  Massachti»ett«  (a  decidtil 
majority,  at  least]  may  imw  jmive  their  r<'adinejvs  to  act  ai  n-ell  as 
to  apeak.  I  consider  the  destiny  of  >'ew  Kagland,  and,  iu  the 
rciult,  uf  the  United  .States,  lo  be  plaood  in  the  handd  of  the  pro- 
posed Convention.  While  any  HymptouH  o\  faiat'hcartetlnnut  will 
ruin  all.  the  \t\»e,  srnlimrnit^  an<l  cfiirifnl  plann  iJie  Coiivenliua  will 
bo  able  to  express  and  devise,  and  the  dl^'nilit^tl  Hrmneiu  wiih  which 
they  nhall  be  eiifoned,  (orbiddiny  every  siujiicioii  that  iJiey  wUl  not 
be  Terilie<!  in  net,  will  itunire  the  wished-for  wiooes*.  The  fitrlorn 
condition  of  the  geiienil  f^vernraeiit.  and  the  deatitule  and  lielplcw 
Bitiiation  of  the  States  south  of  the  I'uloniac,  will  render  your  vic- 
tory euity  and  L'cmiplete.  That  vti^tury  will  be  uacil  not  to  iti-ttray, 
but  lo  recQvtr  anil  cott^rm  the  Uuiou  oC  (Jiti  8iai«8  ou  more  i-qnal, 
flOlJd,  and  durable  haaea. 

The  t'uclused  eximcta  of  letters  from  Virginia  will  etiable  jrou  1« 
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estimate  the  real  power  of  that  State,  which,  by  a  few  of  her  bad 
citizeDB,  has  led  us  all  to  the  brink  of  ruin,  'i'he  senator  in  the 
State  Legislature  of  Virginia  ia  an  old  Revolutionary  officer,  with 
whom  I  am  acquainted,  and  a  decided  Federalist.  The  other  letter- 
writer  I  do  not  know  personally ;  a  brother  of  his,  a  Federalist,  I 
know  very  welL  They  are  of  one  of  the  wealthy  families  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  House  of  Representatives  have  wasted  a  number  of  days  on 
the  bill  for  enabling  the  President  to  accept  the  service  of  corps  of 
volunteers  ;  and  to-day  one  of  its  Kentucky  friends,  observing  that 
in  its  present  altered  form  it  was  inconsistent  and  would  be  ineffi- 
cient, moved  to  have  it  lie  on  the  tabU,  —  adopted.  While  under  dis- 
cussion to-day,  a  Georgia  war  man  (a  warm  blade,  named  Bamett '), 
who  seemed  to  place  no  great  confidence  in  the  volunteer  bill,  said 
the  people  had  pronounced  the  war  Tight,  and  they  must  he  com- 
pelled to  come  out  and  face  it.  "  We  [said  the  member]  have  fed 
this  nation  too  long  with  tofi  com,  sir  :  we  have  been  afraid  of  oar 
popularity,  sir."  Very  truly  and  respectfully  yours, 

TiMOTHT    PiCEERINO. 

Pickering  to  Lowell. 

[Coiyfidenlitd.) 

CiTT  OF  WAsniNOTO-r,  Nov.  7, 1814. 
Mt  dear  Sir,  —  I  observe  that  Mr.  Cabot  is  at  the  head  of  the 
list  of  the  Massachusetts  delegates  for  the  Convention  at  Hartford, 
and  I  am  glad  to  see  him  there.  His  information  is  extensive, 
his  experience  and  ob8er\'ation  invaluable.  I  do  not  know  who  has 
more  political  sagacity,  a  sounder  judgment,  or  more  dignity  of 
character  with  unspotted  integrity,  and  perhaps  no  man's  advice 
would  go  further  to  save  a  nation  that  was  in  his  view  solvable. 
But  does  he  not  despair  of  the  Commonwealth  ?  He  considers  the 
evil  —  the  radical  evil  —  to  be  inherent  in  the  government  itself, 
in  democracy,  and  therefore  incurable.  Will  he,  then,  think 
any  plan  which  the  wisdom  of  the  convention  may  devise  worth 
an  effort  of  his  mind  ?  Yes,  it  will  be  answered,  or  he  would  not 
have  consented  to  take  a  seat  in  it.  But  was  he  not  prated  into 
this  situation,  reluctantly  conseuting  to  take  it?  Much  against  his 
will,  and  contrary  to  his  own  better  judgment,  he  was  placed  at  the 

1  William  Barnett,  member  from  Georgia,  1812-181fi. 


642  LIFE  AND  LErrEBS  OP  OEORtiE  CABOT.    (Wia-lS. 

]i«nl  of  lite  comniilU-^r  wliicii.  in  I80G,  i>iibpi:ril»w]  and  seut  lo  liVasli- 
irii^tim  the  i-etiionMi-itnoc  flmwn  hy  IJoyrl  a^»iij»t  iJic  Urittali  thic- 
Iriiic  tuiiwniiiig  neuLral  trade,  lie  sigiieU  u  (lie  afterwnnlfi  talil 
nil?)  tjfficittHif,  an  one  of  llin  iit(>rrlmiju'  (or  lown'a)  coii)[tiiU««. 

lie  once  saiil  Ui  mn  (pei'hups  twi>lv(<  or  eighuvD  months  ago)* 
"  Why  cnn't  you  sDil  I  I«t  th«  worlil  ruin  itself  iu  own  wiiy  ? " 
Th*-*!:-  were  liis  wordf*:  r.luvy  sunk  dw-ii  tiiio  my  niinil.arnl  1  ctmfns 
to  ycAX  cbat  tbcy  never  occur  to  my  tltuughu  UDacoompuiiifd  wiiJi 
rt-grft.  In  l}iU  wickt^d  world,  it  is  the  duty  of  uvury  gwid  miuii 
tlioii;;h  he  cannot  n^lore  it  In  inttocenrf.,  to  «lmv  to  prevent  itll 
fffoieiiig  trorse.  This  has  Iwen  your  «)ur8e.  A:*  Pftiil  among  i3]« 
Ctiristian  M|)ostIeH,  you  among  the  political  t«acbe»  uiay  6uy,  **  I 
have  labored  mora  nbiinduully  than  they  alL" 

JUiMt  aiacemly,  adieu.  T.  Pickehiso. 

PlCSEltlNO  TO  LOWBLL. 

CiTr  OP  WiBHt-foToif,  Not.  88,  1814. 

Drar  fiin.  —  Although  I  liave  lately  troubled  yon  with  Kveral 
l«rtt<.'i>,  1  truiit  yitii  will  kxcum;  one  ni(>r«. 

A»  my  tlioQ^ht*  catinat  fall  of  lx>ing  mticb  occupied  with  tbo 
tleplorah1(>  roiiditioii  of  our  country,  the  muse  of  its  csilariiiiies,  the 
nicariH  of  d'-livvraiiot*,  mid  (lit?  pratiioaWw  guard  a^ain<9l  (lipir 
rclurn,  —  subJL'ct*  of  the  <;rt'jilL'*t  iniportaiioe,  hiit  of  tlif  {frcatpst 
dilliculty.  atid  which  iicc»«arily  luru  uiy  i^yvs  tuwani  the  Hartford 
Convention,  a*  the  be«t  lio|>e  of  our  beiit  uta4i,  —  so  1  conudiT  it  tiM 
duly  of  relTeetin^  luiiub  to  i-oiitriUite  ivlmtever  occurs  iliat  may 
vcUh  miy  prohubiliiy  mmt  the  att^niiou  of  that  body.  While, 
thererofK,  I  offer  my  mito,  I  am  highly  gratified  lliat  litis  orent 
iiibjccL  iiiiw  vmploya  yuur  pen. 

Ukc  yon.  I  liavf  uiiifonidy  diKi-laimvd  uvery  Idea  of  a  septtrm.- 
tion  of  ihc.  Stnu-ii,  n'hile  the  lil)erty  and  safely  of  ibe  parts  cun  ba 
lijaiiitained  iu  a  union  of  the  whole.  At  the  same  time.  I  have 
considered  that  there  may  be  evibi  mor«  to  be  deprucaled  t>nm  a 
•opanitJoii.' 

■  ColonrI  Ilckerin^  pitiewhvre  »ay»  (p.  SSS)  tliat  he  evrn  wcni  •«  far  aa  K» 
speak  of  t^'purniioi)  «h  utiiiiiaidy  ailTttiiiRK^uiM.    Ilttrv  he  referi  lo  tt  a«  i 
ctil.     ('•linnet  nckonng  wan  nol  u  tDan  to  i)t.-«wiv<>  tiiini^ir  with  plirun,  ud^ 
tln-n  writi'  llteiii  lo  .Idtin  I.oHdl.     Such  ■f«t«mpnli  ga  far  to  duprntv  Mr, 
Arlamt'f  rlinr^i-  ilttK  tlic  K<^(lenltl■I•  ilcairt-d  a  diuolntlon  of  Uie  Uawa,  a«  bt 
ItspLf  a  gooO  nnd  advanuigvou*  ibiiig. 
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An  intelUgent  member  from  Kentucky  lately  remarked  to  me 
that  a  connection  of  New  England  with  the  States  on  the  Missis- 
sippi  and  ite  waters  would  be  more  advantageous  to  the  former 
than  the  Southern  Atlantic  States,  because  the  latter  will  have  con- 
siderable navigation  of  their  own,  while  their  products  will  be  less 
abundant  than  those  of  the  Western  States,  which  must  for  ever 
remain  destitute  of  ships  and  seamen.  He  mentioned  their  flour, 
tobacco,  flax,  hemp,  and  cotton,  already  vast  in  amount,  and  rapidly 
increasing.  For  some  time  past,  I  had  contemplated  alike  this  sub- 
ject in  this  point  of  view,  although  formerly  I,  with  many  others, 
felt  disposed  to  let  the  Western  States  go  ofiE,  leaving  the  "  good  old 
thirteen  States  "  (as  John  Randolph  called  them)  to  themselves,  and, 
BO  left,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  they  would  be  more  firmly  united ; 
for  the.  Southern  States,  conscious  of  their  separate  impotence, 
would  cling  to  the  strength  of  the  North. 

After  deciding  on  the  means  of  defence '  and  relief  from  present 
calamities.  1  presume  the  Convention  will  consider  how  we  may 
best  guard  against  their  future  recurrence,  by  amending  the  Con- 
stitution.    It  may  be  necessary, — 

1.  To  abolish  negro  representation. 

2.  To  prohibit  the  durable  interruption  of  commerce  under  any 
pretence,  nor  at  all  without  the  concnrrence  of  nine  of  the  Atlantic 
States. 

3.  To  render  the  President  ineligible  a  second  time. 

4.  To  prohibit  the  election  of  a  second  President  from  the  same 
State  in  immediate  succession  to  the  first. 

5.  To  restore  the  original  mode  of  electing  the  President  and 
Vice-President;  to  prevent  the  election  of  a  fool  for  the  latter. 

6.  To  make  some  new  provision  for  appointing  to  offices,  civil 
and  military.  Ever  since  Jefferson  came  to  the  chair  of  state,  the 
public  offices  have  been  instruments  of  bribery,  more  extensive  and 
more  influential  than  the  treasury  of  England  in  the  hands  of  her 
ministers.  This  system  of  Jefferson  and  Madison  has  more  than 
all  other  causes  corrupted  the  morals  of  the  people. 

7.  To  render  naturalization  more  diflicult,  and  absolutely  to 
exclude  from  office  and  from  the  national  legislature  all  who  are 
not  natives. 

'  All  thete  propoRitions  of  Colonel  Pickering  were  considered  by  the  Con- 
vention, except  Koa.  6, 10,  and  11,  and  the  laat  clauae  in  No.  6,  —  "to  prevent 
tbe  election  of  a  fool  as  Vice-President." 
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8.  To  limit  (Ik*  tmrnWp  of  rnprr«pnlativi*s.  whirh.  whatpvnr  shfill 
be  iKl'  fittiirv  popnlatiyn  of  thi'se  State*,  shull  in-ri-r  Ik-  t^xoef.*)!","!. 

9.  To  rtquirc  tbe  TOt«  of  tvro-lhinla  or  tiirec-fourth*  of  each 
Ifoiiso  of  Consre»«  (o  a  doi^lnnicioii  of  wikr. 

Kl,  Alt  a  fuiilit^r  clii^i-k  Ut  llir  wayiii;;  i>f  wsnt  of  Rinliition,  i>f 
pridfl.  of  hittriNl.  or  of  niiy  nth^r  evil  pa^Mon.  to  prohibit  the  borrow- 
ing of  money  by  nimiir*  of  any  iliscotint  or  Imiiiis,  or  at  any  rate 
of  interest  higher  than  the  average  rale  of  interest  in  th«  ihrw 
Stiilr*  tvbicb.  in  ilip  yoar  nest  preredinjj  the  dtrdaralion,  uhuJl  liare 
uuiitributcvt  thi.-  hirgcNl  tinnK  to  tli«  re^^tihir  public  revi-nnt's.  If 
the  cunntry  at  any  time  in  not  in  a  condition  lo  engage  in  n  war 
ffitbont  u<iiirimis  In»ii4,  it  will  itmonnt  to  a  proof  that  war  oiicht  nal 
to  b(<  inudu.  ir  \v:ti-  be  mmnientxtl  ng}iin(>t  the  I'nited  Stati-n.  and 
for  causes  so  flagrntitly  unjust  an  chat  the  gnvenimenl  rannot 
prevent  it.  then,  as  tlie  altaek  will  rou*e  the  whole  nation,  noiiher 
men  nor  monuy  can  bu  withhold  in  its  defenco. 

1 1.  Whal  I'jiii  \tf  doiK-  with  the  «>initry  went  of  llie  JHnHisKippi? 
If.  m*  it  iK'i'omri  ]iPfl]ilo(l,  new  Stales  are  to  be  foiimio<l,  the  old 
Atlantic  .Slutes  will  liecoTue  iiiAigtiificaut,  To  avoid  tliU  evil,  sluiU 
the  Slatra  west  of  ihi-  Mississippi  form  a  separate  eonfeiieracy? 

12.  It  has  more  than  once  oecurred  lo  me  that  the  first  pf>wer 
groiituil  to  Congress,  iu  tbv  prcsetiC  Constltutioa,  has  not  beaa 
aeeiinikdy  urirlerxloofl. 

"'Hie  Congress  shall  have  power  — 

'•To  lay  and  colleet  taxes,  dutie*.  impool*.  and  exdses."  I  ack. 
for  wliat  imrposcs,  and  answer  in  the  words  of  the  Constitiitiaa: 
••to  pay  tlie  di-lits.  and  pruvide  for  tbo  common  defeuee  and  gen- 
eral welfare  of  the  I'uitt^d  Staten."  'Xlw  wortb  which  follow  prove 
ibis  to  he  tbe  correet  eonatruetion;  "but  all  duties,  imposts,  and 
exrises  ahall  be  uniform  throughout  the  I'nited  States."  As  [ 
liiive  often  hfard  tliia  passape  (jiioled,  the  laying  anil  rollrctirig 
lanes.  &e..  has  Im-cii  taken  for  one  powf-r,  ami  "to  pay  Ibe  debts, 
and  provide  for  the  wmmun  deluitre  ai>d  general  welfare  of  tbe 
United  States,"  m  a  sepnrate  and  distinrc  power,  and  thai  <rf  pro- 
\-iding  for  the  general  welfare  aa  an  independent  and  nnivrr«al 
]K>wi'r.  where  not  expre«Bly  limited  in  other  {<urt»  of  the  Cunstiiii- 
tiou  AH  H  |>(>wer  to  lie  exercised  in  all  things  alTrelinfr  ih«  {(eneral 
welfflre,  without  any  reference  to  the  expenditure  of  ihe  "laJte», 
duiiesi  iini>i>vt-'i.  and  exeises." 

Such  are  the  ideas  which  have  now  occnrred  to  me ;  and,  as 
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possibly  yon  may  think  some  of  them  proper  to  be  embraced  in 
your  inquiry,  "  \\Tiat  the  Convention  can  do,  and  ought  to  do," 
&c.,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  thus  to  communicate  them  for  your 
consideration. 

A  friend  of  mine  from  Albany  has  just  put  into  my  hands  a 
letter,  wliich,  he  says,  is  written  by  a  worthy  and  judicious  man  of 
that  city.  It  is  dated  the  23d  instant.  The  writer  says:  "We 
have  given  up  all  hope  of  any  better  times  from  any  thing  in  the 
power  or  disposition  of  the  general  government,  and  have  turned 
our  eyes  to  the  East,  from  whence  we  hope  to  see  the  sun  of  lib- 
erty arise  once  more,  to  cheer  our  hearts  and  bless  our  country. 
Democracy  is  sinking  here  daily,  even  in  their  own  estimation. 
And.  should  the  Eastern  States  move  on  unitedly  in  the  great 
WORK,  I  believe  I  may  say,  without  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  this 
State  will  wheel  in  almost  one  solid  column  in  support  of  their 
measures." 

"The  pressure  in  this  place  for  cash  is  greater  than  has  ever 
been  known.  State  Bank  sick  —  cannot  take  any  food.  J.  T, 
[John  Tayler,  the  lieutenant-governor,  a  zealous  Madisonian]  is 
as  pliable  as  any  man,  —  fears  his  loan  to  government  is  gone. 
Si>encer '  is  much  alarmed,  and  even  B.  Knower  speaks  evil  of  the 
administration  ;  and  some  of  our  Demos,  admit  the  principle,  when 
alone,  '  that  the  Eastern  States  have  the  right  of  proceeding  to 
protect  themselves.'" 

Multitudes  in  Vermont  are  making  money  by  the  war.  And, 
considering  the  small  preponderance  of  Federalists  in  that  State, 
I  have  thought  it  prudent  in  them  to  suspend  a  co-operation  until 
the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  should  be  known,  when  Ver- 
mont can  without  diHiculty  form  a  junction. 

I  am,  &c.,  T.  Pickering. 

Lowell  to  Pickering. 

(Cortfidenlial.) 

BosToie,  Dec.  8, 1814. 

Dear  Sir, —  Yoa  wrote  me  on  the  7th  of  November  a  confi- 
dential letter  on  the  subject  of  the  Convention  at  Hartford,  to  which 
I  have  failed  to  reply,  owing  to  my  engagements.  My  feelings  on 
that  subject,  I  perceive,  are  very  similar  to  yours ;  how  far  our 

>  Ambrose  Spencer,  the  diatinguiohed  lawyer  and  judge,  and  afterwards 
chief  justice  of  the  New  York  Supreme  CourL 
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projects  would  agree  I  cannot  nay.  T  gave  great  offence  diinng 
llif  aitliiig  of  our  L<.-jiiiiI«Iurc  l>y  openly  o])[n)*iiig  llio  <-»lIiuj;  « 
convoDlioii.  I  was  auuekixl  with  gri-ut  osperiiy  by  iwuie  uC  uiy 
IienI  frjeiids,  and  Rmntiy  ihv  rta»t  by  my  frienil  H.  I*ii.-kiiinii,  Jr.,'  at 
the  gowmorX  wlio  threw  in  n  him  or  twn  nlrwi  agaiiihi  mc 

But  wheu  I  explairieil  my  reasonii,  trlilch  were  tluM  I  wa*  coD- 
viiicc-d  tliAt  tlio  CotivaiUuti  would  not  go  fiu*  uuougli,  uitd  that  lli6 
HrBt  measure  aught  to  be  to  roconun<--Dd  to  thts  Suu-i  to  fuua  laws 
to  prevent  our  I't-fiourccfl  lu  mt.-ii  tuid  uiuuey  from  being  withdrawn, 
ihey  xlt  HiiirLfd.  mid  iuiid  [  w)i.i  ^oing  t9trLh(>r  lh:u)  nnylx'xly. 

I  was  always  i-iiiiviufe<l,  und  »m  now.  tlial  llie  Coii^'enttou  will  ilo 
little  ;  tliiit  they  will  he  ridiculed  by  oue  party,  and  loudly  ceiimred 
by  tlie  other.  I  a<luiit  that  it  h  a  vfry  roaponsible  ^itualion  and 
oue  oF  great  dilliculty :  imt  tlicy  ongiiL  nut  to  liuvc  at-c<-|iU.M)  ji, 
uiile:»i)(  llw-y  (elt,  tiiuh  one  (or  hiiuti^lf,  that  lut  wm  rwwiy  Inr  grral 
and  dccidt^L  mpnsiiri>H,  altbongh  he  might  not  have  made  up  his 
Ojdnioo  as  to  what  they  would  be, 

I  Hay  no  man  should  have  actieptul  such  an  office,  if  he  expected 
il  was  to  en<l  in  mere  argunkcut  or  romont'tmnce. 

AVe  have  h:id  enoiigli  of  the»e  from  Mr.  Ciore'^  admirable  rcfKirl, 
in  180£>,  to  Mr.  Otln's  excellent  preamble  to  the  re«olntiotu  ap- 
pointing thia  Convention.  WopIk  are  cxliuustud.  We  have  >aid 
niure  ihun  wh«  H»id  by  all  the  piiljliit  luxlie^  in  tlie  L'nit'-d  SUtte^ 
prior  lo  the  Deohtration  of  tnde[M'Mi!en<'H. 

I  was  oi'po^fd  sincerely  and  mo^iL  zealously  tQ  the  ConvoDtioDt 
liecansc  I  found  no  ouo  man  among  iu  advocabea  prcjiared  Ui  act. 
When  you  ask  any  uf  tliviu  nhut  the  Ctiuvcntion  wUI  do,  you  will 
Hud  it.  iit  ex|KTte(l  th<-y  will  tiilk:  tiilk  of  anteuduient«,  talk  of 
uiilitln.  tnlk  oi  deft-nce.  falk  nf  In-ing  pnid  out  of  the  national  laxea 
wliat  we  advance,  but  uulhiug  more.^  1  was  not  anxious  for  any 
decisive  measures  at  prcrtcul.  I  deprecate  as  one  of  the  gr«»i<st  of 
evilH  a  st^iMimtiun  uf  the  States.'  I  ihuuglit,  and  think  now.  ilut 
the  people  rn  nmsxt  will  act  in  nix  or  twelve  nioiilh*  more.  |  tliiuk 
the  remedy  then  will  be  more  elTuctiuUt  and  will  |irodnce  more 
liuttng  good  nfEccts. 

But  I  w»s  wholly  opposed  to  a  premature  and  feeble  oSerU 

1  Benjitmin  Pk'kman,  ol  Salvin,  a  uiciiilx.'r  of  tlie  llartfonl  Convcnlloa, 

'  Coinpart  pp.  6llt-^2l). 
'  CtJttijHirL-  yi\t.  daO,  M2. 
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Nothing  sinks  the  character  of  a  people,  or  diminisheB  the  force  and 
influence  of  a  party,  so  much  as  suppressed  efforts,  vain  and  futile 
exertions. 

For  measures  of  wisdom  and  pnidence,  to  be  considered  and 
adopted  in  common  times  of  tranquillity,  perhaps  the  choice  could 
not  have  falteo  oo  more  suitable  persous  than  those  selected  from 
our  State. 

Whatever  they  propose  will  be  received  with  great  respect  by 
the  [>eople ;  aud  the  boldest  measures  would  be  considered  prudent, 
if  suggested  by  them. 

But  they  are  not  calculated  for  bold  measures.  Mr.  Cabot  is 
nndonbtedly  the  wisest  man  in  our  State,  or  among  the  very  wisest. 
lie  has  the  best  stored  mind  of  any  man  I  ever  saw,  except  Hamil- 
ton. He  is  a  very  practical  man,  well  acquainted  with  every  thing 
which  concerns  the  best  interesta  of  a  nation;  but  Mr.  Cabot  has 
been  always  a  desponding  man  as  to  our  public  affairs,  and  their 
downward  course  has  conlirmed  his  opinions.  He  hardly  thinks  the 
temi>orary  preservation  of  the  State  worth  the  effort,  and  he  is  most 
reluctantly  dragged  in  like  a  conscript  to  the  duty  of  a  delegate. 
He  has  no  confidence  in  the  possibility  of  awakening  the  people. 
He  will  not,  therefore,  be  in  favor  of  any  measures  which  will  dis- 
turb our  sleep.  So  at  least  I  fear,  for  I  cannot  find  out  from  him 
what  his  opinions  are. 

Mr.  OtiE  is  naturally  timid,  and  frequently  wavering, — to-day 
bold,  and  to-morrow  like  a  hare  trembling  at  every  breeze.  It 
would  seem  by  his  language  that  he  is  prejiared  for  the  very  bol<l- 
est  measures,  but  he  receives  anonymous  letters  every  day  or  two 
threatening  him  with  bodily  harm.  It  seems  the  other  party  sus- 
pect his  firmness.  He  is  sincere  in  wishing  thorough  measures, 
but  a  thousand  fears  restrain  him. 

IJigelow*  is  really  bold  on  the  present  question,  has  a  just  con- 
fidence in  the  power  of  Massachusetts,  sneers  as  he  ought  to  do 
(and  as  I  am  sure  I  do)  at  all  the  threats  of  vengeance  of  the  other 
Slates  ;  and.  if  he  was  well  supported,  I  have  no  doubt  that  meas- 
ures of  dignity  and  real  relief  would  be  adopted. 

Prescott'  is  a  firm  man,  but  extremely  prudent,  and  so  modest 

>  Timothy  Bigelow,  Speaker  of  the  MassachuBetts  House  of  Representa- 
tive. 

*  William  Proacott,  son  of  Colonel  Prescott,  of  Bunker  Hill  celebrity, 
and  father  of  the  historian,  W.  II.  Prescott.  He  was  a  dialinguished  lawyer, 
and  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Fleas  for  Suffolk. 
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that  he  will  Um  reidily  jric-M  his  own  ojiiuiufis  la  iho  c«iinAel6  of 
oihi'r^  wbutu  ho  ret»|R«t«.  I  think  he  will  givi-  hU  aiil  to  niuasures 
calculated  L>'  piiiciiif  •uilttl  rtnlre-Nx. 

Mr.  Diim- '  j-<m  know.  Hp  is  a  mivn  of  (frcni  firtniifus.  iippniafli- 
itig  to  ointttiiK-y,  sitigiilur,  iinprin'^ticublo,  and  of  wursv  it  must  W 
luioertain  ^rhat  (v>ui>e  he  will  t»kc.     Iloncntlr,  however.  inrUoed. 

Mr.  AVilde,'  of  Kdinebi'c,  in  a  very  able  mail,  but  one  of  very 
gr«al  I'uiitioii  ami  prudviicf.  lie  Ii^'«<  among  u  |itfO[)l«  Dsturally 
liaii  and  i-inlcni,  and  I  should  fear  th»t  liU  couiuels  in»y  Ik;  iiiHti- 
enci'il  by  Uiut  circuinstuncu. 

Th(-»F  iLrc-  thti  mr-n  who  will  have  the  greatest  influentx  in  our 

li  M  to  ht)  regrettvd  that  we  had  not  chosen  two  or  thnn*  soch 
persons  aft  Dauii'l  Sar^^nU  William  Sullivan,  and  Colonel  TTiorn* 
dike.  I  do  not  kiiuw  thiLC  wu  Imve  ninuii<;  tlit  dok^iucrt  u  sini^le 
bold  aud  anlt^iit  inan.  I  know  il  will  be  Koiii  Uiat  Kuc-h  men  are 
iKit  till!  t\tU-»l  for  ooutispl.  That  is  [HThiips  trim  in  wminion  linifs; 
but  ill  tiiutfs  uf  grf»t  trouble  ihey  art-  ollen  th«  mo«t  jirwiwr.  and, 
iodct-d,  the  only  oiioi*  lit  to  dire>ct  biiiI  manage  aftaint. 

I  elmiild  fenr  that  the  Coniiecticui  deteg:»tion.  thon^h  extremely 
re^jieriuble.  was  much  of  the  tamv  cliarucler. 

If  it  i«  lhoiij;lit  ospediput  that  nnihirtij  decisive  abonbl  hp  done, 
tliitti  it  ii>  to  he  re^retlvil  that,  eni  rL>»i|ie(:tublu  u  convunliou  was 
called,  becauxe  it  tends  to  degnul«  and  di»^race  tbo  nieiabera  and 
the  people  who  Rent  ibem. 

liut,  if  effeetiiai  measure*  were  in  contemplatioQt  it  U  in  my 
jud};rneiiT  in  be  rogr«>itcd  that  some  lew  more  Active  and  resoluli* 
lueu  were  not  eleetwd. 

Tliure  ilotA  nut  wem  to  be  any  difference  in  0[)inion  as  to  tlie 
exuvmely  hazardous  Ritiutinn  in  whieb  we  are  plami,  nor  as  to 
the  iiic»i)aeily  and  injustice  of  our  rulers,  nor  hb  to  their  having 
doerlctl  u».  aiid  in  effi;et  u))dieuie<I  the  go\-emnient.  nor  does  tlicrt 
seuin  to  lie  any  hopn  of  rodrei^tt  in  a  usual  course.  It  'us  iidmitt«d, 
hI»u,  Itiitl  peniniary  ruin  i«  i]i«vitab1e,  and  that  there  in  a  certainty 
of  iiuliouHl  ilisgraee,  and  *>me  danger  of  attempts  againM  our  rivil 
libertieii.  Vet  puuptB  lienm  to  have  a  dre^  uf  aujr  effectual  mea&- 
wres  for  relief. 

1  Xaihuu  Dune.     Ste  rote  aTiore,  p.  533, 

■  ^nitiiii'l  SuiuiiuT  WIIi]<>.  He  witt  tor  tlitrty-flve  yrnin  a  Judge  of  Ihfl 
Sdprem?  Court  ut  Miuiiat;ltu*«(l«,  ■nil  tm«  oi  the  grcatMl  oriMiaviita  uf  thai 
beucli. 
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Tliey  tell  you  how  divided  we  are,  aod  how  strong  the  party  of 
government  in  other  States.  They  pretend  to  fear  a  civil  war,  if 
we  a.ssert  our  rights. 

My  reply  is,  the  state  to  which  you  are  advancing  in  consequence 
of  the  measures  of  government  will '  inevitably  produce  all  the 
evils  yon  dread  of  civil  commotioa  and  separation,  besides  the 
others  of  absolute  pecuniary  ruin  and  national  disgrace  ;  and,  as  to 
measures  of  relief,  the  people  are  ten  times  more  likely  to  join  you, 
if  the  measures  you  propose  are  practical,  and  bring  them  instant 
and  perfect  relief,  than  if  you  adopt  circuitous  political  schemes  to 
procure  a  distant  and  precarious  one. 

Hence  a  proposal  to  relieve  them  from  taxes  which  go  to  sup- 
port distant  States,  and  to  carry  on  a  wicked  and  useless  invasion, 
will  be  received  with  delight  by  men  of  all  parties;  and  a  truce  or 
separate  peace  would  be  the  most  popular  measure  which  could  be 
devised. 

If  you  have,  then,  settled  in  your  consciences  that  the  government 
cannot  have  a  right  to  tax  you,  or  force  you  to  defend  yourselves, 
when  they  hsive  wickedly,  purposely  left  you  defenceless,  what 
should  prevent  you  from  saving  yourselves  from  destruction  ? 

It  is  answered,  the  wrath  of  the  Southern  States,  and  the  danger 
of  your  own  minority. 

As  to  the  first,  it  is  too  ludicrous  to  require  an  answer.  Under 
the  best  circumstances,  it  would  be  a  pretty  arduous  undertaking 
for  all  the  Southern  States  to  attempt  the  conquest  of  New  Kng- 
land,  bul,  reduced  as  they  now  are  to  iudigence,  it  would  be  more 
than  Quixotic. 

As  to  our  own  minority,  there  is  nothing  which  will  ever  unite 
them  to  the  majority  so  readily  as  laws  to  prevent  the  collection  of 
the  proposeil  United  States  taxes,  and  the  levy  of  troops,  and  the 
declaration  of  neutrality. 

What  a  satire  it  is  that  the  moment  the  British  take  possession 
of  any  part  of  our  conntry,  and  relieve  it  from  the  yoke  of  its  own 
government,  its  inhabitants  are  happy  and  grow  rich !  Its  land^ 
rise  in  value,  every  species  of  property  is  enhanced  in  price,  and 
the  peo|ile  deprecate  the  prospect  of  being  relieved  by  their  own 
government.  Yet  such  is  the  fact,  in  the  two  lower  counties  of 
this  State. 

Let  no  man  fear  the  discontents  of  our  own  people.  They  will 
hail  such  events  as  blessings. 
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RuL  lI)c  puniianeiit  wlvantages  of  stirh  measures  will  be  grcat«r 
tlitin  llifir  iniiiH^diiitt;  i-fTucUs. 

It  in  nilmifte'I  Ity  nil  pcTiiona  llut  we  nniH  hure  aatoc  rwlti'Hl 
aoipmlmt^nt  uf  the  Coiiiititution  tut  to  ^luvc  rc-prv»oitiati<iD.  lawb 
re^tiliicing  trade,  (Icckriug  war,  ^kc  Can  tliia  t^vur  Iw  clfrtinl 
hy  CoxvKSTioxs,— by  Gtinoral  ConvciitioiiB  ?  No:  we  bIwII  he 
outvoh^  Bill  if  you  oiice  ink«  a  sutuil,  uud  say.  "  Wo  gu  iiu 
Inijgrr  oh  with  you,  nnle&<i  yau  Agree  to  tbcne  Kti|>uIatiiHi8,*'  yoii 
will  SL'CCEED.     Yuu  mufit. 

I  ironid  hjivc  it  a  trrattf,  not  a  eoattihdioH.  'Vha  l&tl)>r  U  mvTH 
jt»|j('r.  viiilali'd  at  pleasure  by  iiit«rei)te<]  or  ninbilious  men.  tinif 
wlwn  :i  tn_*;ity  it  lirokwri,  yon  know  yniir  reme<Iy. 

1  would  liHve  tlio  Northern  Slates  ilfraiuid  of  tht'  SoutlMirii  Siatm 
oenain  slipttlutioDs  uk  pnrU  of  the  ooriipnct>  whicli  aIiouI*)  htt  dtily 
■si^Krt)  liy  rcimmiMiotirrA  and  ralilitnl  hy  l)i«  Stal«>«  rv!4|»fi34vely. 

Tliciii;,  »ir,  uiv  my  ttiuKii  idoufi  on  iJiis  subject ;  hut  I  hnve  Utile, 
i  may  »ny  ri<j.  Iii)pv  ilmt  any  tbiii^  will  Inn  doin.*  tAwpt, 

I.  An  udilivs*  to  iJie  people  of  the  United  .St^t>-.*,  a*  a  gL-ii«tnd 
trpiisi  of  our  grivvanws ; 

i.  PropoHils  for  amenduig  the  Coiutjtildoii  by  gcaeral  couw-u- 
tion ; 

•t.  Thut  Coiigre^H  should  be  invited  lo  {wnnit  us  to  pay  our  ciwn 
ex|tens('s  o(  dflunce  out  of  the  national  tai. 

This  I  bi'liuvu  is  thu  projuct.  I  jiidge  it  only  from  Ibe  coldnui 
vrilli  whii'li  my  ideiM  are  received,  uiitl  MOino  liints  occaaioDully 
dropped. 

Yourd  reHpectfnlly  and  sincerely,  J.  Lowell. 


Monma  to  Pickeriko. 

DRCBHBtn2S,  1814. 
I  care  nothing  now  about  your  actings  and  dMnK«.  Your 
dccife  of  ton swipt ions  luid  your  levy  of  contributions  art*  iilikc 
iiidiffuivnt  to  one  wlitwe  eye^  are  fixetl  on  a  Slur  in  Uie  Kiwl. 
which  ho  Wllevfia  to  bo  the  daynpring  of  fi«Mntn  and  f;lory.  Th« 
tnuttirs  and  imiduieu  iigM.-mtik'd  ul  Hartford  will,  1  believe,  \\  not 
too  liitnt-  iiriil  timid.  Ik^  IkiUc-^I  licrvrifler  ii.«  the  patriotit  and  Kas«H  of 
tlieir  lUiy  :iiid  ^'(>iii.'Tation.  May  tliv  blt^HKJn;!  of  (iu<l  be  ujkid  thi-m, 
Id  iiispifL'  tlit^ir  cotinflfU  mid  prusjicr  their  rcsolulioi]ii. 

Bclicre  mo  always  and  truly  yours,  Goov.  Morkis. 
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Pickering  to  Hillhocse. 

CiTT  or  Wabhihoton,  Dec.  16, 1814. 

Mr  DEAR  Sir,  —  I  am  now  sitting  alone  in  our  old  chamber  in 
the  "  Six  Buildings,"  from  which  we  attacked  the  embargo,  while 
you  are  in  council  with  the  wise  men  of  the  East.  I  do  not  con- 
sider the  New  England  Convention  as  consulting  for  those  States 
alone,  but  for  the  Federalists  generally  throughout  the  United 
States.  In  other  words,  I  consider  the  intercBts  of  the  great  body 
(certainly  the  most  valuable  portion)  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  as  resting  on  the  result  of  your  proceedings.  I  am  sure 
there  is  no  lack  of  wisdom :  it  would  not  be  an  easy  matter  to 
assemble  an  equal  number  of  other  citizens,  where  equal  wisdom 
could  be  found.  But  a  full  knowledge  of  the  evils  demanding 
remedies,  and  a  forcible  representation  of  them,  will  make  no  im- 
pression on  the  hardened  sinners  upon  whose  heads  those  evils  must 
be  laid.  I  deprecate  every  thing  which  shall  simp/ff  be  put  on  paper. 
We  ha%-e  too  long  contented  ourselves  with  memorials  and  remon- 
strances :  they  procure  for  us  nought  but  contempt.  And  contempt 
from  wretclies  in  power,  who  are  themselves  bo  contemptible,  ia 
sufficiently  provoking.  When  I  look  round  me,  and  see  vice  and 
presumptuous  ignorance  triumphing  over  wisdom  and  virtue, — 
triumphing  in  cases  involving  the  character  and  great  interests  of 
the  country,  and  putting  our  liberties  in  jeopardy,  —  it  is  impossible 
to  repress  my  indignant  feelings.  If  the  Convention  leave  us  in 
this  miserable  situation,  we  may  despair  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Strong  measures  alone  will  procure  relief.  Their  strength  and 
boldness  will  render  them  efficient.  From  sound  Federalists  in 
this  portion  of  the  Union,  I  have  for  years  heard  only  this  declara- 
tion, "  We  look  to  New  England  for  salvation." 

I  wished,  my  good  friend,  for  an  earlier  interposition  of  New 
England  to  stay  the  hands  of  destroyers.  Obsta  prviciptis  was 
the  governing  maxim,  when  we  resisted  incipient  oppression  hy  the 
mother  country,  —  an  oppression  rather  in  prospect  than  in  action. 
But  for  the  last  several  years  we  have  been  suhmitttng  to  one  act 
of  tyranny  after  another,  until  the  people,  familiarized  to  oppres- 
sion, have  their  spirits  depressed  and  humbled  to  a  degree  which, 
if  longer  borne,  will  render  the  cause  of  our  country  ho|«:Iesa.  It 
is  neccssury  for  the  Convention  to  take  those  firm  and  decided 
steps  which  will  rouse  the  people  from  the  spell  which,  through  an 
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nnfduitdeil  ft-ar  of  linuiking  the  L'liioii,  Iho  tiotdtiew  iind  iiufjo- 
thtuce  rif  jHilitiml  mitiinichanka  hnvp  imp4»e<l  upon  them.  You  Itave 
nuthin^  tu  nfiprvlivnil  frMiii  the  most  initipcite  of  oil  govfmniL'riu, 
and  ccrlAiiily  nothing  from  fniiividuaJ  Smiem.  TIhwh*  wlik-Ji 
eajjt-rljr  a[t|irnve()  t\\o  war  arfi  exliausUMl.  Virginia  cunncit  pmitvt 
linrsKlf.  Her  milictiL  have  beeu  cnJotl  fortli  the  (nui  kuntiucr  ami 
iiiittimn,  and  are  thorcu^Kty  dift^iitvil.  Their  rtUui-s  st-otu  lu  bava 
{■niil  k"i«  nttcntion  to  lli(-n]  tlmn  to  l]i«ir  xlnvf-i.  I  haw  rv»ti  » 
letloi".  (lat«l  at  Riolimonii  iJi*.-  id  oi  Xovcinhcr.  from  a  »eiialnr  iti 
.  Uitiir  Ntulv  ix'giitlulurv  to  Itus  t^on-in-Iiin-  in  Cmi^n-oa^.  in  which  he 
myK,  "  We  h«ve  an  amiy  uf  inililin,  cliiflly  fnmi  twelve  to  ten 
milM  holow,  who  ore  geiieralty  wry  sickly,  dying.  m«l  ftutTorini; 
for  aJuiot'l  every  miliiury  uii<l  viim|i  u<t.-i>unuu<liuiuii."  A  very 
worthy  ntiil  intelligent  Virjiinian  member  of  Congress,  who  liiw  had 
u  non  I  a  iH-nlMiant)  with  tho  miKlia  at  Norfolk,  infonoi  mn  tlint 
of  the  militia  of  thai  SLtit«.  wliidi  Iiuh  ln-en  taiik'il  to  tin*  ilrft'iuv  of 
Xurfulk.  butwi^en  tlirui;  and  foiii-  thiHii>a»(l  hav«*|)t'ri»hvi|.  A  Ivttcr 
from  Dty  frienrl,  the  A(IjittJiiit-(ii>nc;ral '  of  MaA«u*hii.'«e{Cft.  rtycncly 
rueeivoil.  informs  me  (bat  of  ihu  tliree  thouwuid  nix  hundred  iiulitia 
called  out  l>y  GovL-riior  Sin>iig  for  the  protL«tioii  of  Uot^idti.  and  uhn 
were  in  Acrvice  al*oiit  two  munthit.  tJiree  only  <1ied,  and  one  of  ihn 
Uinro  from  an  injury  reoeived  at  hcMne.  1  have  read  attutlit<r  tnttcT, 
d:l^l1l  Ortoiipr  ill.  In  the  tamo  mpmhrr  of  Coa^iTt^n.  from  a  tv*|»eirt- 
able  V'irpiiiia  gonllL-iiiun.  who  hiid  thun  just  been  in  tim  loiri'T 
jiarls  of  the  northern  neck  in  Virginia,  whidi  hail  boon  viMted  by 
the  British.     He  says:  — 

"  You,  believe  me>  cau  have  no  idea  of  the  louee,  MifTurinj^ 
and  dreTMlful  tUiitresBes  with  which  the  inhiibilauls  of  it  are  wtcir- 
rleil.  The  idea  of  thii  war's  cuntiniiiiig  fills  ibvni  with  oranplelfl 
horror.  For  ihey  ftiy,  ami  Inily,  tim;  the  lakuit,  frontit-r?,  (i*h- 
erieit,  &c.,  are  phantomii  to  them,  when  l>roii<;ht  tnl^  eompntiiion 
with  llieir  expoted  and  mined  Bituation.  In  Bhoii.  a  more  mi«eni* 
hie,  ill-fated,  poor  set  of  men  never  livwl.  I  am  contid«nt,  if  »om« 
])roinpt  and  elfieii*iit  mfusures  aiv  not  atlopK^  by  C'ongreM  (for 
it  seems  the  Virginia  Le^ittlutiire  will  not  (to  any  thing)  for  their 
rt'lief,  they  will  take  raire  o(  ihcmseUea  by  entering  inti»  ihe  bn4 
terms  they  can  with  rfip.  enemy." 

"I  rtdinire  greally,  indee-l.  the  resobite  ctmdnrt  <»f  MaKHHi^bnuelta 
and  her  fiinter  Slates  of  tliB  E«*t  Tlicy  ha\e  the  lirmnoiu  and 
\he  virtue.  1  am  |H*r»unded,  to  witld  Iheir  eounteU  in  such  a  mni 

*  Ovncml  John  Bruuka. 


1812-15.]  THE   CONVENTION   COKBESPONDENCBL  553 

as  to  compel  the  obdurate  PrCBident  and  his  execrahle  followers  to 
abandon  their  foolish  meafiures  of  conquest,  and  to  withdraw  our 
armies  into  the  Union  for  the  protection  of  the  country." 

The  writer  subjoined  to  his  letter  what  follows:  "Your  old 
ac(}uaiiitance,  Colonel  John  Taylor,*  of  Caroline,  is  out  of  all  kind 
of  patience  with  Madison  and  his  party.  He  declares  that  the 
government  is  positively  mad,  and  that  the  British  will  another 
summer  get  this  whole  lower  country :  this  he  said  yesterday." 

It  seems  to  be  the  opinion  (certainly  the  fearful  apprehension) 
of  Western  men  that  New  Orleans  will  be  taken  by  the  British. 
If  well  conducted,  the  expedition  can  hardly  fail.  If  it  succeeds, 
it  will  be  with  a  view  to  hold  it;  and  hold  it  they  will,  against 
the  whole  force  of  the  Western  States,  such  is  the  nature  of  the 
ground  on  the  Isle  of  Orleans.  For  about  thirty  miles  above 
the  city,  the  strip  of  land  is  but  a  mile  wide,  between  the  Missis- 
sippi and  impassable  swamps.  This  fact  has  been  stated  to  me  by 
Mr.  Brown,  one  of  the  senators  from  Louisiana.  J  asked  him  the 
question,  whether,  if  once  in  possession  of  Orleans  City,  the 
British  could  be  expelled  ?  lie  answered,  "  It  would  l>e  extremely 
difBciilt  to  dislodge  them."  I  am  confident  it  will  be  impracticable. 
It  will  he  easy  to  erect  an  impassable  barrier  from  the  river  to  the 
swamp.  And  their  armed  vessels  and  boats  on  the  river  would 
render  the  post  unassailable  by  water.  On  the  other  side  of  the 
city,  the  creek  (bayou  St.  John)  connected  with  Lake  Pontchar- 
train  approaches  within  four  or  five  miles.  But  this  also,  acconl- 
ing  to  my  information,  will  give  no  room  for  an  enemy  to  land, 
being  BO  easily  defended.  And  it  is  for  this  reason  concluded  that 
the  British  will  make  their  attempt  by  ascending  the  Mississipiii. 

From  the  moment  the  British  possess  New  Orleans,  the  Union 
is  severed.  They  will  not  intermeddle  with  the  governments  of 
the  Western  States  :  these  will  be  told  to  manage  their  own  affairs 
in  their  own  way.  New  Orleans  will  be  the  market  for  all  their 
productions,  which  will  be  transported  in  British  ships  to  every 
country  in  the  world  where  there  is  a  demand  for  them.  Their 
tobacco  will  find  a  market  in  Europe.  Their  cotton  will  all  be 
wanted  in  the  British  manufactories,  and  their  hemp  far  their 
ships.  Their  flour,  when  they  shall  have  improved  their  mills,  and 
their  beef  and  pork  when  they  shall  have  learned  better  to  cure  and 
pack  them,  will  go  wherever  men  want  food.    What  now  constitutes 

>  See  above,  p.  442. 
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the  Slate  of  Louutaiin  will  be  ctumgeil  U*  a  provitif^,  wMh  a  It^tti- 
nuite  aniirxnlion  of  \V««t  FloriiU  hv  a'tttmn  fnim  Spain.  Th* 
bulk  of  t)iu  inlinbitHiitx,  bretl  uiixIlt  monarchies,  will  not  Hicltkfl  Uio 
chftDgc )  whll^  the  Trfiolp  popiiUdoi),  Fronch.  SpaJiiurd*.  nm) 
Aitioricons.  IIiHlitig  diemselves  in  die  potMe^minii  of  &vt{-gflvi;Tnnii*]it 
to  «Vf>rT  (tiwful  purpose,  under  a  provinci«l  Lt^liuiire,  wiUi  a 
Itrilikh  f^ve.rnor  (who.  from  the  imnipu»e  iiii|torUiin<  of  llic 
rliar;;c.  will  lie  one  nf  ihitir  alili'U  riicii).  will  be  ijuitt  tu  wfB 
satistie't  (I  am  wire  they  will  liiive  rt^-H>it>ti  to  Ik?  ho)  a<t  with  ihfl 
cpcaiarc  first  imposed  o«  iheni  by  JeffonMiii,  aud  siuee  coutlnuc"! 
hy  the  vutua  of  the  busy  clectioiiecriiig  portion  of  the  people,  who 
are  not  KeMont  lln-ir  own  wnnat  eneraie.^. 

The  WnAteni  i>poiiIg  will  have  no  choice ;  anil,  after  ■  little 
experience,  (hey  will  not  be  'iispleasetl  with  their  new  BittiiiUi>n. 
Thfir  jirodiicia  will  proluibly  find  more  eittenaive  nuirketA  than 
ihey  woiiM  at,  inomlie.rtt  of  our  Union.  When  penee  lulies  platv. 
BhotiM  the  L->)tloJi>t  of  Caroliiut  nixl  (ii-or;;i:i  interfere  uiilt  llif^iiit  in 
the  IJritisli  market-1,  a  small  extra  Hiiiy  may  Im-  imixis^il  .m  [h<^ 
forinor.  The  incalculable  advuntages  Great  Britain  will  derive 
from  iht'  »t!<i«i>»itioii  of  Orli-.-iiw  will  iiiduip  h«r  to  chttrivh  tlie 
gootl-will  of  tht*  Western  jd^nple.  This,  indeed,  will  mjulre  iio 
more  than  n  rpni^nnhle  attention  to  their  interesla,  and  thiji  Bj^in 
will    1K■^l  promote  those  of  Great  Britain. 

Thu*  will  Great  Britain  be  virtiinlly  pMseseed  o(  bnmemt^j 
rich  pnivuiu'^,  iiiereaniiig  in  population  more  mpidly  than  ever, 
without  th«  troiililo  and  expenne  of  governing  and  ilof^^ndiu^ 
them. 

Tills  aevcrance  will  of  courw  annihilate  the  trir  tftbl.  1'hu 
"Wei^teni  KtntiM  will  also  take  to  lbemselve«  all  the  public  land* ; 
while  they  will  eson*te  ihem-ielvea  from  paying  any  [uirt  of  ilm 
debt  ot'nur  H'-volution,  for  whieh  thoiwi  laii<Uwen'  pb_il};iil.  Tlwir 
amiual  nules  will  yield  a  revenue  (Kjual  to  tbe  luaiiitetuuiue  of  all 
tbcir  Stntw  goveminenl*. 

Sueli  are  tny  ftpei^uhilioni.  ariatng  nut  of  tlw  preaent  Ktat«  of 
thitit;4.  And,  should  tbe  Hrilish  siuvced  at  New  (IrleJins.  I  Bhall 
Oonitiilei'  the  views  1  have  here  exhibited  as  f>ru/aefo  realixed.  In 
one  or  two  year*,  if  the  whole  were  left  to  the  choice  of  the 
Wealcm  i^eople,  prompUnl  by  the  m*»hl  jiowerfiil  intemts.  ihey 
would  adopt  them,  while  at  tlie  instant  they  nitisi  yield  (rt  Mfn-*- 
sily.    And,  aa  in  their  whole  iutcrc(jui's«  with  those  wbo  at  pr«:ieoi 
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are  enemies,  thej  will  hear  and  read  the  English  langua^  only, 
they  will  soon  forget  that  they  ha<i  not  always  been  one  nation. 

One  more  remark:  should  the  severance  above  mentioned  take 
place,  from  that  moment  the  necessity  of  union  among  the  Atlantic 
States  will  strike  every  man  who  thinks,  as  forcibly  aa  during  our 
Revolution;  and  the  feebleness  of  the  States  south  of  the  Potomac 
will  urge  them  to  cling  to  those  of  the  North,  as  the  Connecticut 
vine  to  the  tree  which  supports  it.  The  terms  of  a  uew  compact 
will  be  adapted  to  this  oew  state  of  things. 

I  am,  »Stc.,  T.  Pickering. 

Pickering  to  Cabot. 

City  op  Wahhixgtojt,  Dec.  31,  1814. 

Dear  Sir, —  It  is  a  good  while  since  I  troubled  you  with  a 
letter,  because  your  own  reflections  run  before  mine,  even  when  I 
fall  into  the  same  track.  I  now  write  to  conmiuiiicate  some  short 
extracts  from  a  letter  of  the  22d  instant  from  Gouverneur  Morris,  in 
answer  to  one  from  me  of  the  loth.  These  extracts  exhibit  the 
high  expectations  formed  by  him  of  the  result  of  the  deliberations 
of  the  Hartford  Convention.  He  is  not  singular  in  hia  expecta- 
tions, accompanied  with  some  apprehensions  that  the  result  will 
not  rise  to  the  existing  emergency  and  impending  prospects. 

I  stated  to  Mr.  Morris  that  John  Francis  Mercer^  (who,  I 
believe,  was  in  Congress  in  Philadelphia  while  you  were  a  member 
of  the  Senate)  said,  in  a  letter  which  I  had  read,  that  the  clause  in 
the  Constitution  giving  power  to  Congress  "  to  borrow  money,"  ran 
originally,  "  To  borrow  money  and  emit  bills  of  credit ;  "  and  was 
struck  out  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  after  a  full  discussion, 
the  question  being  carried  "  almost  by  acclamation."  Mr.  Morris 
does  not  recollect  it,  but  says  a  proposition  to  issue  paper  money 
must  have  met  with  all  the  opposition  he  could  make,  because 
lea<ling  to  a  violation  of  contract*.  I  had  remarked  in  my  letter 
that  treasury  notes  were  paper  money,  or  bills  of  credit.  He  .says: 
'•It  is  too  late  to  examine  the  nature  of  treasury  notes.  Their 
race  is  run.  Your  new  bank  is  a  new  folly.  Your  taxes  will  not 
sustain  your  system.  Paper  money  will  issue,  and  plunge  you 
Btill  deeper  in  distress.     All  the  schemes  hitherto  proposed  are 

■  Mr.  Mercer  wns  member  of  CongreBS  from  Maryland,  in  17t'2-1704, 
and  nf  [erwarda  governor  of  the  State. 


556 


LIFK    AND    I.ETTKRS   OF   GEORGK    CAIlOT.     I1M2-13. 


iiiofllrieiit.  Do  nnl  iiJ^k  tni>  wlijr,  for  I  will  nr>L  iliM-uBb  s  subject 
which  ID  no  longr-r  t>f  impMi'tiiiice.  Hlti-ii  the  North  ami  Uw  Kut 
out  off  the  old  form,  if  the  new  one  they  put  on  l»e  good,  thi*; 
Bbnll  not  siifTer  on  ihe  fmn?  of  Hnnnn*." 

"  I  t\in;  iwihiny  now  nlmiit  your  AulJii)^  «ml  tloinga.  Voor  rtfr- 
cn^e  of  cotistTtptJouH  aufl  your  levy  of  oonlrilnitions  are  alike  in* 
different  t<>  one  vrliuHe  eye<i  are  lixed  on  u  Htar  in  the  Eunl,  wliich 
lie  b»;liavp)t  li»  hi?  the  Jiiysjn-inj;  i)f  frepdom  mid  glory.  The 
tmilors  :iiid  timdiiiHti  a^eiiibled  ul  Iliirtfiml  will,  I  believe,  if  uut 
|mi  tninit  Hiid  timid,  lie  h»il(K]  bf^rpufler  as  tliu  piilrinlM  and  ta^t 
of  their  day  and  gencraiiun.  May  i]ie  ble«ing  of  Goil  be  upon 
Uiem.  to  iiiiij>ire  I  heir  cuutiHelit  mid  pA>»per  their  r^fdiilionK." 

In  ailvcrliu^  to  tho  dij^fiissions  at  Ghent.  Mr.  Jlorri*  sayn, 
"  I  lli[ni-;bt  the  eiit-my's  tit>jt  overture  fihouUI  luive  lieoD  M'tsfnl" 
So  I  tliou^hl,  mid  »ii  n-roit)  to  Ciovenior  Strong;  mid  Mr.  Kowell. 
Oft  soon  a-t  I  Itsil  rcjid  tha  first  deitpfttcbeii,  and  waa  hiipjir  Ui  liiiil 
a  perfect  ugreemeiit  iu  our  opitiiutis.  It  ts  now  too  late.  The  ttti 
pmsidetii  (with  •lome  niorUfiL^i>ii>Mi>t)  will  be  the  biui«  of  the  Anal 
ne{^)tuitiou8.  If  ilie  Iirili.-sb  uUce  New  Orleans,  lliey  will  bold  it, 
ami  tliu:i  cortiUDiiid  Uie  productlonii  and  cuiDinerce  of  a  rouiilrr 
worth  len  Canoilfts.  It  is  potiible  they  may  then  reli]ii|Utflt  ibe 
(iiiniiiry  cast  of  IVnobsoot  liivur.  <')u  tbu  subject  of  Ibc  Uriiiib 
nijit-urinjj  New  (IrleaiiH  tind  itsi  ron*e<|iieiwe*,  I  wrote  on  the  I61I1 
of  tho  mot^tb  to  my  friemi  HUlhoiiRo.  I  do  not  know  that  he  bu 
received  it. 

Tlie  infljorily  in  the  House  wer«  determined  to  paw  the  bank- 
bill  (lifty  millions  i'ii>pil:i])  yHHtenluy,  oiid  wltl*  reluctantly  indueed 
tu  adjourn  utter  the  death  of  tLe  Virgiuiu  eeiuilor,  UrunU  had 
been  ottieinllly  nnnoiiticcd.  The  \^rgini«  representatives  tht^m- 
Bclves  (with  one-  or  two  exeeptioiut)  voted  agAta«>l  adjuiiruing,— 
tli«  pretuiit^e,  with  lb«<  ntajority.  berauM.'  ibu  official  meAkage  was 
(leliverwi  by  tllii  Aeiiaie'a  S«crel!»ry.  %'rr(n'Uy :  and  tbw  majoriiy 
hud  ajjalu  uilJixl  u|)  the  bill,  when  a  letter  from  the  wimlorial 
committee  of  arrangement  for  thn  fimeral,  brought  up  aiid  handed 
lo  \\w.  Sphaker  by  a  ni('tnl)er  of  Uib  Ilou&e  (who  aUKiu-ett-d  foul 
maniijLEumeiil,  itnd  ibercfore  went  for  it),  bfiiig  rftid.  they  cmdd  n>- 
siat  no  longer,  and  adjourned.  On  MoTiday  n  decision  will  doubt- 
lees  take  jiliice.  In  the  mean  time,  an  attempt  will  be  made  for  a 
oompmmise,  of  a  bank  wltbjweniy-five  millions  eapltnl.  on  proper 
banking  priiici^lca;  but.  a»  tliU  could  Dot  «u]>pty  the  government 
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with  thirty  millions  of  dollars  OQ  loan,  the  compromise  will  proba- 
bly not  take  place. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  faithfully  yours,  T.  Pickerinq. 

Pickering  to  Strong. 

CiTT  or  Washinotos,  Jan.  0,  1815, 
Dear  Sir,^  .  .  .  Another  subject  of  the  first  magnitude 
claims  attention,  —  the  British  expe<lition  to  New  Orieans.  I  ex- 
pect they  will  take  it;  and,  if  they  take  it,  they  will  hold  it.  It 
will  constitute  the  main  article  of  the  rule  of  pacification,  —  vti 
possidetis.  A  severance  of  the  Union  will  inevitably  follow.  The 
train  of  consequences,  as  I  have  a  good  while  since  stated  them  to 
my  friends  in  conversation.  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  presenting  to 
your  view,  in  the  course  of  one  or  two  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully,  dear  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant,  TiuOTur  Pickering. 


Pickering  to  Strong. 

CiTT  OP  Washisotox,  Jan.  10,  1815. 

Dear  Sir,  —  lu  a  short  letter  of  yesterday,  I  mentioned  my  in- 
tention of  presenting  to  you  the  view  I  had  taken  of  the  British 
expedition  to  New  Orleans,  and  its  consequences. 

Although  rumor  announced  New  Orleans  as  the  object  of  the 
British  armaments  preparing  in  England  and  Ireland,  I  had  not 
turned  my  thoughta  that  way,  until  I  read  Admiral  Cochrane'a 
letter  of  the  17th  of  .September  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  giving  an  account  of  the  expedition  against  Baltimore. 
He  says,  "  the  approaching  equinoctial  new  moon  rendering  it  un- 
safe to  proceed  immediately  out  of  the  Chesapeake  with  the 
combined  expedlticn,  to  act  upon  the  plans  which  had  been  con- 
certed previous  to  the  departure  of  the  "  Iphigenia,"  &c.,  he  and 
General  Ross  resolved  to  employ  the  interval  "in  making  a  de- 
monstration upon  the  city  of  Baltimore,  which  might  be  converted 
into  a  real  attack,"  &c.  No  object  of  magnitude  for  a  great  and 
"combined  expedition  out  of  the  Chesapeake"  occurring,  except 
New  Orleans,  I  concluded  that  to  be  its  destination.  Instantly,  the 
powerful  inducements  to  undertake  it,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
and  the  consequences  to  the  United  States,  rushed  iuto  my  mind. 
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Till*  rollectH«l  ftiiv«,  cx^inpiired  with  ihe  means  of  •lelent'c.  gave  n 
moral  rertaintjr  of  success.  TIil-  {ilnot-  cjiptiirt.-'l  urill  l«  livliL  So 
costly  all  arntKmvnt  U  toA  (I<!-^tgiit:(l  to  ^uiii  a  pitilgc  fnr  s  peace. 
Pfriii;tiK>iil  ilomininii  in  in  view.  L.t«t  tmiiim*-r  I  rnl«<rtii!ri>^1  ihv 
ii|iiiiiuii  iliiiL  (JcviU  Uriuiin.  witlioitc  iitJuljrin':  n  ^tpiritof  re^itiini'iil 
mill  n^vt'ii^frt,  wiMilfl  limk  fttrwanl  lo  In?r  lusting  interrtit  (irlik'K  I 
c(>lii»i<lttrt'fl  M  hivoIvfHl  in  %  nMiewttl  Aiid  coiiliiiuaDc!**  of  a  five  iiii'I 
extensive  coirimprcJiil  intRrnmrse.  with  the  Uuiunl  Suilt-*).  ami  inalci? 
peni.'e:  untv  niaiiitaiuiiii;.  in  their  full  exteiu,  li«r  lOEiriliiue  ri^liie. 
But  now  tlicsc  rights  are  nm  fonttMfd  by  the  I'mlrtl  SlaU<«.  Tlio 
relurn  of  \viwx  nil!  uf  cuurs*:  rcetoro  uuinmeiw.  tlie  iixrlinni^  \A 
eomrnn<ntW  roinmf^iiHiiriiti^  with  niir  wmU ;  ami,  by  the  rurH|iia*«t 
of  New  OrliKititt,  (>ri'»t  Itriliiin.  iviilioni  Iniiiu^  Iii>r  (tiiRinerre  with 
the  Atliuilic  StiiUrs,  will  viiKryss  the  comiiierce  of  llie  Wi-^ierii 
States  and  Terriiorics,  iiiofL-nsin;^  a\A  EmiltipUing  mi  louy  us  vaaiut 
binds  reiuain.  One  olijwtidii  (M-curivd  lo  this  imtm*iiiw  projef*: 
thnt.  SB  the  European  nutious  were  etideaToriiig  to  adjuM  n  Uilnnm 
of  p»lw^^^,  lKt>  AOi}iii^i tioii  of  the  WotifPii  World  hy  Grunt  UHluia 
itii^ht  givi^  iitiilii'ii"*^  lo  liur  Jiei^^hliurii,  t^pecinlly  lo  the  ni.iritimu 
|niwer*.  Itiil  n  iinjiiifiirs  roflc^ctioa  obviated  thia  ohj*H.-U<>ii .  1.*rt-al 
Hriliiiii  will  b«  irisc  enough  to  limit  her  aduat,  f'lruud  dtiMintuH 
lo  ihe  S^a'e  •>/  I^im'tlitna,  which  she  will  convert  ititit  »  /ir»rt«/*. 
hulding  \}[';  Ih)'?  of  tVli'iiiiH  itnd  tlii!  purtioii  of  the  Stnte  wc^Lw.inl 
of  the  Mi)«»i^'ii|ipi  hy  ri;^lit  of  conijuofrU  Mid  tho  )K>nion  mutwird 
of  ilie  river  {West  Florida)  liy  cession  from  Spain.  Tlie  Sljit«)i 
and  Territorial  above  the  State  of  LouMiiUiA  nhc  will  leave  tit 
(T'jvoru  rh«iu-*L'lves.  She  will  have  no  iiitvrt-st  to  iutertneddlM  in 
tiiuir  internal  uffairs:  »he  wunls  uothUig  of  iJieiu  hut  Ihuir  produc- 
tions ;  and  theite  she  can  command,  without  making  one  effort  or 
even  isHiiin!;  one  onler,  fur  that  purpose.  She  neo-l  ouly  tell  them  : 
"  Xcw  Orh-an"  is  ymir  iiiiirkel.  I  W:int  your  tobiU!i!o  fur  lliu  Kunj- 
pean  Ronsumption,  ynnr  hemp  for  my  ships,  your  cotton  fur  my 
munufiHTlories  ;  your  flour,  beef,  and  pork  for  my  own  nnjoniw 
(whcr«  thtn'  would  h<i  admitu>d  in  veiAC-ls  of  iho  ITuiiod  StniAi. 
only  i»  vii»t:»  of  soircity),  and  for  nil  other  coloitit!*  and  CDuiirrii-s 
where  mt.-n  want  food.  Vuii  ar«  now  indefwiideot  in  your  guveru* 
meiiLs:  ennttnue  so.  T  hare  no  interest  or  desJru  to  il)tr■rferl^ 
Willi  Uritifih  maiiitfuvturus  and  all  foreign  articltie  of  nierelmudlus 
I  will  »u|>|iiy  you  lit  tin;  liml  hsimi,  .iiid  unburtlMUed  with  the  ciior> 
nKiu«  duties  and  imposts  laid  upon  ihem  in  the  Atlantic  Stale*: 
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what  imposts  shall  be  charged  will  be  comparatively  Bmall,  Sjwak- 
ing  the  same  language,  you  will  find  the  same  facility  of  intercourse 
at  New  Orleans,  as  if  the  same  had  continued  a  part  of  the  United 
States.  Besides,  the  Americans  now  there,  and  all  others  from 
your  countriea  or  from  the  Atlantic  States  who  choose  to  remain  or 
to  resort  there,  will  enjoy  equal  advantages  with  British  subjects." 
Under  such  circumstances,  why  should  the  Western  people  hesi- 
tate a  moment  ?  Their  interests  would  compel  their  actiuiesccnce, 
and  soon,  very  soon,  their  inclinations  would  concur  with  their 
interests.  Perhaps  they  would  form  a  new  confederacy.  Uut 
confederate<l  or  severally  independent,  being  in  possession  of  the 
vacant  public  lands,  they  can  appropriate  them  to  their  own  uses 
exclusively.  If  they  admit  the  Atlantic  States  to  any  participa- 
tion, it  will  be  well ;  but  our  right  to  it  would  not  be  enforced. 
Those  lands  annually  sold  will  defray  all  the  expenses  of  their 
several  governments,  and  exempt  the  people  from  taxes.  They 
may  also  throw  off  the  public  debt,  and  thus  rid  themselves  of  the 
oppressive  taxes,  which  its  payment  would  require.  With  all 
these  advantages,  migration  from  the  Atlantic  States  will  continue, 
and  with  large  increase.  With  this  severance  of  the  Union,  I 
expect,  indeed,  the  war  debt  will  be  anmhilated.  This  will  not 
grieve  me.  The  debt  of  the  Revolution  I  view  in  a  different  light : 
it  was  the  price  of  the  independence  of  the  thirteen  Atlantic  States. 
These  will  remain  united,  or  reunite  and  pnivide  for  that  debt.  I 
also  conclude  that,  in  the  event  of  the  separation  of  the  Western 
States,  those  on  the  Atlantic  will  be  more  closely  united  than  ever, 
and  by  a  new  compact,  to  obviate  the  evils  which  expeyence  has 
shown  may  be  introduced  under  that  now  existing. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  most  respectfully  yours, 

Timothy  Pickering. 


GoRE^  TO  Strong. 

Washinotos  Citt  Jan.  14,  1816. 
Mr   DEAR    Sir,  —  The  bill  for  State  troops*  has  passed  the 
House  with  an   amendment  to  the  only  section  interesting  to  us, 
said  not  to  be  important. 

1  At  this  time  Senator  from  Massachiiaetta. 

*  ThiH  was  the  measure  which  the  Hartford  Convention  demanded  u 
neceiaary  to  the  defence  of  the  Xew  England  States. 
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Tlu'  rtaiilt  of  the  Ilftnfonl  Coiiventinn  U  here,  ■ml  aBords  Miti»- 
fuction  10  mmu  U  noL  to  oil. —  to  ^me,  becauM  tliey  pee  not  the 
|ioiut  nor  conH»|ii»iiM  of  the  rcAi>mnu>iitlulion  m»  rKJatex  lo  tMxe*- 

The  ^nrlf-mi-n  hail  a  difliH-iiti  task.  whi<-1i.  acc-nnlinp  la  my  pimr 
judgtxoiti  thi.\v  liavy  i?xe<«itwl  with  wiMlom  and  discreUoa. 

Wirh  grffit  rii-^pi-ct,  I  rt-mdin.  my  'K*ar  air. 

Your  fuUIilul  friund  uiid  ohetliuiit  «er7snt,         C  GoBE. 


QOBE  TO   StUOKO. 

Jix.  17.  IRIS. 

My  peak  Sik,  —  I  riKwireil  your  favor  from  Nortli  lt»Ri|i(on, 
and,  in  roininoti  vt-itli  nil  good  men,  n-joire  lliiU  }-ou  allow  mo  lo 

todulgt<  (bu  bojiti  yoii  will  voiLtiiJue  wlii^re  you  are  duriuji  iUl-  war: 
iudtH''],  I  i^iiiHiilHr  your  term  of  fnli»tiiit?ut  Ui  he  fi>r  and  duriiij' 
tht!  wiir.  If  |H'rti-(>  ('V(>r  arrive  hi  iinr  day.  1  shall  nmsider  Aome  tif 
our  i!vil»  rviuovtil,  ami  all  will  bv  i-hiiugud. 

I  v'liiU  I  could  pcrctcive  tlic  smalki'i  cliuuce  of  d(>ing  good  lit^re. 
yVc  mil  oidr  look,  for  a  L-huiigv  of  miM-ries.  What  will  follow 
theiiie,  now  endured,  it  \»  not  t^-aaj  lo  cnnje<'lure. 

I  rvmaiu,  dour  sir,  your  faithful  friund,  C>  GoBC 


KXTRACT  FROM  A    LbTTEK  OP  Dr.  LogAN  TO   PlCRRRraO. 

Jak.  1».  18I& 
I  hnre  with  pl^nmiK  prnnH  thn  protvfdin^  of  the  Hnrtfnnl 

CVnivtinriftri.  Thi-*  |)nidcii[-(<  and  ina^tinniitiity  of  ihiit  body  doH 
thv  greaUjel  i.T(.-<lil  to  ixn  [istriut'tc  epirit,  and  may  aflurd  a  rallying 
point  to  our  rlisttrocted  roiintry.  It  appmrs  nothing  of  wliidom  oan 
be  expected  from  our  [jublic  councils  nt  WiutdugtOD. 


GoBu  TO  Stbono. 

Qboroetovx,  Jan.  SS.  ISIS. 
Mt  hear  Srn, — The  Conj^ws*  have  piissed  the  bank  bill,  m 
it  luHt  came  from  the  House  of  KvprcAeutatives.  Them  U  «or)« 
quention  whetbr-r  lh«  Hivoidviit  will  sign  the  act.  This  doubt 
arises  fmni  its  not  rontainin^  n  clnu«<>  Huthoriziit;;  the  iuue  of 
noteii,  wliivh  th«  corporaiioD  shall  be  under  no  ubligatiuii  to  nieet 
with  Bpecic. 
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Mr.  Dallas  has  proposed  to  raise  five  millions  of  dollars  more 
for  the  current  year.  Three  millions  of  this  to  be  on  income. 
This  is  a  direct  tax,  and,  if  assessed,  must  be  apportioned  on  the 
States,  according  to  the  Constitution.  He  proposes  a  tax  of  one 
dollar  per  barrel  on  flour,  in  the  hands  of  the  miller.  He  proposes 
a  further  stamp  duty :  viz.,  on  all  bonds,  mortgages,  conveyances  of 
every  kind,  policies  of  insurance,  bottomry  bonds,  &c. ;  on  wills 
and  testaments,  inventories  of  the  estates  of  deceased  persons,  dis- 
tributions and  successions,  —  that  is  to  say,  legacies  and  devises, 
property  by  descent,  &c.  Mortified  with  the  failure  of  his  scheme 
of  a  bank,  he  may  have  done  this  with  the  view  of  pressing  Con- 
gress to  emit  bills  of  credit,  or  to  pass  some  bill  supplemental  to 
the  act  instituting  a  bank,  authorizing  that  institution  to  issue 
their  notes,  and  loan  to  government  a  large  sum  in  bills,  which  the 
corporation  shall  not  be  obliged  to  redeem  with  specie. 

These  appear  to  me  the  spasms  of  a  dying  government.  From 
New  Orleans  we  have  nothing  further  than  what  the  newspa[>ers 
afford.  Our  last  accounts  from  that  place  are  only  to  the  morning 
of  the  24tU  of  December. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  raising  of  State  troops  by  the  States, 
and  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  plan 
sent  you  some  time  since,  has  passed  both  Houses.  Thus  one  part 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  Hartford  Convention  seems  to  be 
adopted.  The  other,  that  to  authorize  the  States  to  receive  the 
taxes,  will  probably  be  more  difficult  to  be  attained.  The  accession 
to  this  seems  not  to  accord  with  Mr.  Monroe's  intimation  in  your 
letter,  or  rather  in  his  letter  to  you.  Indeed,  if  they  have  fears  of 
the  State  governments,  one  can  hardly  account  for  this  govern- 
ment's authorizing  the  States  to  raise  and  keep  in  pay  at  the  ex< 
pense  of  the  United  States  troops  which  may  be  used  for  purposes 
hostile  to  or  not  conformable  with  the  views  of  the  paymaster. 

I  remain,  my  dear  sir,  very  truly  your  faithful  friend  and  obe- 
dient servant,  C  Gorb. 

Pickering  to  Lowell. 

CiTT  OF  Wabhinoton,  Jan.  23, 1815. 

Mt  dear  Sir,  — I  have  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter 

of  the  16th  inst.     I  regret  that  I  did  not  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 

your  very  interesting  confidential  letter  of  December  3d,  and  thus 

have  prevented  the  anxiety  which  the  omission  has  occasioned.     It 

ae 
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8<«me<1  thni  T  mi^lil  have  communicated  Rome  pnru  of  il  to  partle* 
uIaf  frit'mU;  imt  il  hxH  mi  li»[j|M^iit!il  thai  I  remain  tli«>  «ole  de|Hi«ii> 
tary  of  ila  uiritfiilA,  anil  nov  no  molivi;  oucurs  b)  mo  for  dirulging 
any  of  yuiir  svutiniente. 

I  bolieve  that  some  of  my  very  ciiuliotui  friends  ami  otv^iiaitthutms 
think  me  too  ardoDt  in  whatever  purAiiiu  of  a  piilitic  nxiuro  my 
uCteiitiw  becomes  ei)gitgei),  and  heucc  it  may  huve  been  KupjNiM^l 
tJial  I  viOA  not  i^iiiu-  AAtiaHcd  vrilh  the  doinf^a  of  the  ConVfKitloD. 
The  fuel,  however,  \»  ntherwiee  :  and.  aa  you  have  been  p)t>af«d  to 
ask  my  opiniun.  I  will  vxprt^M  it  xvilh  my  habitasi  fraiikuetitk. 

I  thhik  the  re|ton  of  thu  ConveniJon  beurs  the  high  ehanifter 
of  wisdom,  tinune«a,  and  dimity.  They  bnvc  explicitly  prunouncvd 
iient4!nce  of  cnndptmnation  n|ion  a  miserable  lulminifliniiion,  iiml, 
BtHmpi'd  110  it  in  with  ihvi  authority  of  n  bixly  of  mi-n  m  rminently 
diet iiigti {filled,  iJiuL  jmlgmcut  eunoot  fail  of  makinj;  a  jiisi  impreA- 
aion  where  it  tn  needed.  They  liave  miide  a  deeluraliou  of  pn'n- 
cipfet  ttie  Iitndmtirlu  by  wliich  l^egiKlatiires  atMl  the  [xsijile  may 
direct  their  oourite.  And  they  hnre,  in  Ivrmx  that  none  can  mis- 
take, and  which  our  nilfrs,  whatever  for  a  time  they  may  effect, 
will  tiot  f  euture  to  disregard.  iiiauife&t««I  a  determiualiun  to  apply 
those  principles  in  corresponding  ineiiHureis  when  the  future  cou- 
duct  or  negleeU  of  the  goveri)menL  shall  rcqnire  their  applicntiuii. 

In  their  proposed  amendments  of  the  Constltutiim,  I  li»vt!  ilir 
Aftti«fai-tion  to  find  that  at),  aave  Ihnt  which  reganlit  the  intmiFixirtn 
of  Ui^w  Stat4>i>  into  the  Union,  vkk  amono  thofie  which  I  took  the 
liberty  (o  inlimattf  to  yon  in  my  letter  of  th«  28tli  of  November. 
One  whioh  I  had  dcemod  of  vJtdl  importance  is  omitted,  that  re- 
H|iei-ting  the  (tppointmerit  of  public  oncers.  1  wiia  aware  of  its 
iiitrinitie  ilitrx'ullifM;  while  the  ob«erv«tion  of  foiir(e«n  years  had 
con^nnred  me  ilmt  it  wan  the  great  inittrument  of  comiptioo,  atid 
more  than  all  other  means  hud  canJirme<t  and  extended  tlie  power 
and  iiiHuciieo  of  the  executive.  Probably  the  Convvntiun  thought 
ihul  the  limilaliou  of  ilio  President's  power  by  a  binglv  elnAiiAr 
both  as  to  the  pemon  and  the  State  from  which  he  should  be  talcen, 
would  furnihli  lui  adequate  check.  Or  it  might  be  among  the  nam* 
hiir  of  further  amumlmentii  alluduil  to  as  expedient,  hut  under  ifae 
circnmstauce«  niunlioiiMl  ]e«>s  urgent  than  the  oUivrs,  and  tber^ 
fore  not  explicitly  stated. 

With  regard  to  the  admlMion  of  new  States  into  Uie  Uoioa, 
events  with  which  the  present  moment  is  teeming  may  lake  away 
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the  Bubject  itself.  If  the  British  succeed  in  their  expedition  against 
New  Orleans,  —  and,  if  they  have  tolerable  leaders,  I  see  no  reason 
to  doubt  of  their  success,  —  I  shall  consider  the  Union  as  severed. 
This  consequence  I  deem  inevitable.  I  do  not  expect  to  see  a 
single  representative  in  the  next  Congress  from  the  Western  States. 
Those  States,  with  the  Territories,  will  be  under  the  necessity  of 
being  at  peace  with  the  British;  and  they  will  make  a  virtue  of 
necessity,  and  this  necessity  they  will  soon  find  to  have  materially 
promoted  their  interests.  All  the  public  lands  west  of  the  Alle- 
ghany Mountains  will  go  with  them.  Migrations  thither  from  all 
the  Eastern  StAtes  have  been  constant  during  the  war,  and  its  con- 
tinuance will  increase  them.  But,  without  entering  farther  on  this 
subject,  permit  me  to  refer  you  to  a  late  letter  from  me  to  Gov- 
ernor Strong,  in  which  I  have  sketched  the  great  and,  in  my  view, 
certain  consequences  of  the  capture  of  Orleans.  Indeed,  I  wish 
you  to  read  it.         Yours,  &c.,  &c.,  Timothy  Pickering. 

Extract  prom  a  Letter  or  Hillbouse  to  Pickering. 

Feb.  7, 18X6. 
I  was  much  gratified  to  find  that  the  doings  of  the  Convention 
met  general  approbation,  and  more  especially  of  a  friend  whose 
judgment  and  opinion  I  hold  in  such  high  estimation. 

Gore  to  Strong. 

Wabhinotoit  Citt,  Feb.  18. 1815. 

Mt  dear  Sir,  —  The  newspapers  will  inform  you,  before  this 
reaches  Boston,  that  the  treaty  of  peace  was  ratified  yesterday. 

If  there  be  any  papers  which  show  the  number  of  inhabitants 
on  Moose  Island,  which  I  cannot  but  consider  is  gone  from  the 
United  States  and  from  Massachusetts,  I  will  thank  you,  if  you  will 
direct  them  to  be  sent  to  me. 

The  treaty  must  be  deemed  disgraceful  to  the  government  who 
made  the  war  and  the  peace,  and  will  be  so  adjudged  by  all,  after 
the  first  effusions  of  joy  at  relief  have  subsided. 

The  bill  herewith  enclosed  has  passed  the  Senate  unanimously, 
and  I  hope  may  be  found  to  afford  us  some  compensation  for  our 
expenses. 

With  great  respect  and  affectionate  regard, 

I  remain,  my  dear  sir,  your  faithful  servant,         C.  Gore. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


IjwI  Tear*  of  Mr.  P«bol'»Llfc.  —  Witlidrawdl  from  Poliliii.  —  Occopatian. 
—  IIInt-M  and  llrath. —  I'pntotial  App«ir«ncfl,— IVlTntc  Cli«r»tt«,T- — 
Pi>Iilifikl  Dpiniuna.  —  liifliience  In  th»  Communil^.  — Unpcvt  iu  wliich  h« 
WM  heUL  —  Kchi^ouf  Belief.  —  ConctuMnn. 

Thk  Hartford  Convention   was    the   occasion  of  Mr. 

Cabot's  hist  ii|>]>L'anmt'H  Ui  any  public  ca]Wfity.  His  life 
of  leisure  and  retirement,  wbich,  despite  bis  effortA,  h;i(l 
been  occaiiionally  inti^rnipted  by  the  disturbing  politics  of 
llie  day  up  to  1815.  flowed  on  after  that  time  in  unbrok*>n 
quiet.  Even  hiit  cori-espondeiiee  ceast^d.  Almostall  lits  old 
friciidft  had  now  like  bimsclf  retired  from  public  life,  many 
of  Iiis  former  aswiriates  were  dead,  and  notlnng  remained  to 
spur  bis  iiidoletice  in  regard  to  letter-writing  to  even  an  ocra- 
ftional  btii-st  of  activity.  One  letter  only  remains  of  a  dale 
subsequent  to  tbat  of  the  Hartford  Convention,  addressed 
to  IiIh  friend  Colonel  Pickering,  before  the  tatter's  term  as 
a  member  of  Congress  expired.  Colonel  Piekering  wrote 
to  aak  Mr.  Ciibnt's  opinion  on  a  qnealion  of  political  econ- 
omy, nnd  tlie  reply  seems  incidentally  to  embody  Uie  result 
of  tlie  latter'*  experience  and  thought  on  the  great  Bub- 
jects  of  free  trade  and  protection.  The  question  is  still  an 
open  one  ;  and  Mr.  Cabot's  views  have,  therefore,  not  only 
an  hifitoriejil,  but  to  some  extent  n  prnctieal,  value.  Hamil- 
tonian  a-*  he  hud  always  been  in  bis  political  feelings,  it  will 
be  neen  that  Mr.  Cabot  was,  nevertbek-ss,  convinced  of  the 
soundness  of  froe-tnide  doctrines,  and  assented  to  but  a 
ver}'  moderate  uso  of  protection,  and  then  only  in  excep> 
tioual  cases. 
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PlCKKRIKQ   TO    CabOT. 

CiTT  OF  Wabhihotoit,  Dec.  14, 181fi. 
Dear  Sir, —  Some  petitione  have  already  been  presented  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  more  are  expected,  the  object 
of  which  13  to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  laws  imposing  duties  on  some 
of  oiir  manufactures,  and  the  enactment  of  other  laws  to  impose 
or  increase  duties  on  certain  manufactures  imported  from  foreign 
countries,  or  absolutely  to  prohibit  their  introduction  into  the 
United  States;  of  the  latter,  pftrticularly  to  interdict  the  importa- 
tion of  all  cotton  goods  (nankeens  excepted),  the  production  of 
countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  to  augment  the 
duty  on  those  of  coarse  texture  imported  from  other  parts  of 
the  world. 

This  whole  subject  will  come  under  consideration  in  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means ;  and  the  chairman  of  that  committee  ( Mr. 
Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina)  has  spoken  to  me,  desiring  to  obtain 
information  particularly  as  to  the  probable  effects  of  such  prohibi- 
tion in  relation  to  cotton  goods  on  the  naviffoiton  of  the  United 
States.  He  had  understood  that,  besides  silver,  various  articles 
entering  into  our  commerce  with  the  East  Indies  were  carried 
thiiher  by  our  own  merchant  vessels,  and  exchanged  for  their  cot- 
tons. Now,  if  the  prohibition  of  these  cottons  would  materially 
affect  our  shipping  and  seamen,  this  would  constitute  a  serious 
objection  to  a  compliance  with  the  manufacturer's  petitions.  For 
it  seems  to  be  desired  that  our  navigation  should  by  all  proper 
means  be  encouraged  and  increased. 

I  told  Mr.  Lowndes  ^  that  for  myself  I  possessed  very  little 
knowledge  on  the  subject,  but  I  could  obtain  information  from  the 
best  sources.  He  wished  roe  to  do  it.  And  this  is  the  object  of 
the  present  letter.  The  subject  is  important,  and  especially  inter- 
esting to  Massachusetts.  I  must  therefore  pray  you  to  commit  to 
writing  your  views  of  it,  and  in  such  form  as  I  may  be  allowed 
to  communicate  the  same  to  Mr.  Lowndes.  The  information  from 
you  will  be  peculiarly  valuable;  for,  besides  having  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  you  are  not  personally  engaged  in  com- 
merce, and  are  therefore  exempt  from  that  insensible  bias  which 
Dot  nifrequently  warps  the  opinions  of  upright  men,  who  have  a 
material  uiterest  at  stake. 

^  Member  of  Congress  from  South  Carolina. 


me 
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It  woiih!  M-ein  mnnifpi'tiT  proper  to  alK>1!r>h  tlie  ilatic«  nn  nor 
own  muiiiifiu^diroa  generally,  0\o»«  on  (Itniilletl  KpiriU  aiitl  uiuIT 
niid  |H'rliii[)B  on  nrfiii(>()  augnr  exrepUHl.  Rut  th«  nunni  cotMe* 
<]ii«itc^  of  |>ri>tiibiiiiig  llie  importation  oC  cottoiw  (oRnkeens  ex- 
CRpt^d)  from  rhe  Knat  Indieii.  and  tho«e  ot  coarso  E^xtiiro  from 
Kuro|i«.  vrotUil  !)<■  itie  dclt- rioratioa  of  our  owu  cntiou  Gibni-^,  wLUo 
tlu'ir  |>rice<^  mit-lit  Ih:  double  iKut^e  of  East  India  and  voar»c-  ti^xlure 
cottons.  DoaidoA,  maay  of  the  cotton  fartoririi  were  MiablUbcil 
^purtivularly  iii  Klitiiln  [hIuih])  prior  to  thu  iinpoHiliou  uf  Uiv  doable 
dtitW.  Mini  yd  tln-y  fiourishfd.  How,  tbrtt,  an-  llifv  to  hv  mined, 
Iin[('it8  tW  ) imbibitions  and  additional  dutJ4>8  praTe<l  for  be  enact^? 
I  tecollecl  lo  bavf  licard  (I  do  not  know  how  tmljr  stated)  thnt 
one  of  the  prinHpalfl  in  the  ProvidooM  cotton  foctorits  liad  several 
years  h^'o  i-im-u.  U\nu  nmtiW  luf};iiii)lu(;&,  to  a  propenj  of  upwards 
uf  a  ]iiindrL'>il  thuui^iuiil  pounds. 

If  the  duties  artuHllj  ini[Ki«ed  on  foreign  cotlon  goods,  or  on  any 
otbcr  imported  manufacture:!,  will  not  puabl«  oiir  own  tnatiufactorie* 
to  ooiitiniip  their  operaciood  with  a  reasonable  prolit.  ouj;!)!  adili- 
Uoniil  dniii's  lo  Ih?  laid  Ut  bnrdim  tbu  wlioie  eomniuuity  for  tbvir 
«U[»[",>ri?  Wbcrv  in  anj- of  our  mannfaclorieii  in]|M>rle<l  artivltM 
now  rhflr^d  with  dniies  are  necouary  to  their  opcralionii,  anch 
dnties  mi^bt  ha  nhnlinbed.  in  cn^ett  whmi  the  atiolilion  wua  requi- 
Bile  to  iilVonl  lb«^  mtiiiufuciurer  a  rea»yiiabl«  piofiu  In  all  other 
cases,  if  thi'V  <%tnnnt  snpitori  thcniaclvi'^,  it  wrnald  prove  tliat  tbej 
have  bi'uu  prcmaluri'ly  and  jiiiprtidcully  ttodcrtaken. 
Have  llif  j{oo<Jiie»s  to  favor  me  with  an  eirly  answer. 

Very  sincerely  and  rGg|wctfully  yours,  X.  PiciutRiKS. 


Cabot  to  PtcKERt:<G. 

IHr,  20.  IB15_ 
Mt  urak  Sir,—  I  sliould  feel  unhappy,  if  1  did  not  iK-lit-r*  yoo 
will  forgiro  nie  when  I  reply  to  yonr  letHTB  of  the  Hih  and  lilh, 
t^at  I euuiiot  extcute  the  task  you  prt»rrit>rit.  If  indi^  I  atl(*iii)i4F«) 
it,  1  i.Muld  do  litllc  more  than  elwidale  the  leading  ideaa  ytm  bavp 
already  nuggestcd.  It  is  admittetl  that  a  govcmnieul  may  wisely 
aasim  the  nminieHaneu  oi  some  brauohen  of  industry  imlis{i«n»aU(t 
to  n»tioi).-t1  (U-fi'iire;  and  it  is  eonoi^ivablc  tliat  the  public  inlrnst 
might  diiClatc  a  graiil  nf  public  aid  in  lie  introduction  of  a  nuiiu- 
facture  of  peculiar  ditliciilty,  where  il8  eelabli'-hnjent  would  <»rtaiaty 
be  of  lasting  benefit  to  the  community,  but  where  tlie  undert^ng 
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might  be  too  perilous  for  private  enterprise.  It  is  not  to  be  ex- 
pected, however,  that  our  people  wouM  long  acquiesce  in  any  system 
which  should  take  money  from  their  pockets  to  sustain  a  particular 
class,  unless  the  service  of  these  was  palpably  essential  to  some 
general  interest  of  primary  importance.  It  becomes  every  day 
better  understood  that  manufactures  which  require  permanent  aid 
for  their  support  are  not  consistent  with  good  economy.  They 
must  retai-d  the  progress  of  wealth  and  diminish  the  proportion  of 
comfort  to  the  laborer.  To  sell  dear  and  buy  cheap  is  obviously  for 
our  interest:  the  widest  market  and  freest  competition  secure  these 
in  the  best  manner. 

Although  the  manufacturers  of  cotton  goods  ask  for  a  prohibi- 
tion of  similar  articles  from  India,  and  a  high  duty  on  those  from 
Europe,  yet  I  should  think  fhey  would  be  well  tatisjied  with  a  high 
duty  on  all  imported,  especially  as  they  might  rely  on  the  continu- 
ance of  duties  which  would  be  profitable  to  the  treasury.  On  the 
other  hand,  a  prohibition  would  disaffect  ship-owners  as  well  as 
consumers.  Our  trade  beyond  the  Gbeat  Capes  is  very  great, 
and  is  daily  iucreasing.  About  one  hundred  vessels  (begide  the 
whalemen)  are  supposed  to  have  gone  from  the  United  States, 
and  others  are  preparing.  In  twenty-six  vessels  from  Salem,  one 
million  tliree  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  specie  have  been  ex- 
ported, averaging  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  a  vessel,  lu  the  same 
ratio,  one  hundred  vessels  would  have  carried  five  millions  in  silver 
from  the  United  States  since  the  peace.  It  is  well  known  that  in 
this  trade  we  export  but  little  value  beside  silver,  and  therefore  the 
return  cjirgo  alone  must  yield  the  profit.  A  few  of  the  vessels  to 
Calcutta  have  carried  miscellaneous  cargoes  from  hence,  and  others 
take  wines  from  Madeira  and  TeneriSe,  while  some  take  tlieir  dol- 
lars at  Lisbon  and  Cadiz.  But  why  should  not  dollars  be  as  free 
for  exportation  as  any  imported  articles  ?  If  no  other  currency 
than  specie  or  its  representative,  which  is  the  same  thing  in  e^ect, 
is  admitted  in  our  country,  there  will  be  always  enough  for  this 
purpose  remain  here.  The  necessity  of  retaining  it  for  domestic 
uses  will  retain  enough  fur  those  uses,  and  will  regulate  its  impor- 
tation and  ex)>ortalion  as  it  now  does  coffee  and  sugar.  The  coin 
of  each  country  is  dependent  for  its  value  on  the  fact  that  the  met- 
als of  which  it  is  composed  are  the  money  of  the  world.  In  other 
words,  the  money  of  each  place  has  its  value  supported  by  its 
uniform  price  as  merchandise  (bullion)  in  all  places. 
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Ton  witl  \tc  Aurpri&L-iI  perbapi  ihab  the  iBdia  trmden  anr]  ihott 
roand  Cnin-.  lloni  kHoiUiI  doI  uvoragc  more  tbon  fifty  ibotuaDd 
dollars;  but  vou  will  recoiled  UihI  iho  Xorili-west  ships  c»rrf  no 
sUrcr.  nii(]  «.'»  »r  tifiMn  of  tiwse  arc  \ac\utlvd  Ux  Uiu  (Mtiuiata  ot 
one  hundred.  Tti«  Cnli-'utU  «iid  Cuntuii  8iii[M  mm  llie  uidy  uumI 
that  cairr  iiiil  larpp  ainnitntA  of  ailTer;  boiiip  of  ihi'st*  carry  iwo  or 
tliTL-v  liiiiiilrinl  thou^niid  dollBrs,  but  tho  otiivr  Iiidiniiipn  havi*  m>I> 
doiii  mon-  tJiain  fifty  thousaiid.  Tli«  |K<pp(^r  *hi|>K  at  Siimntsra  fiiid 
tliiny,  forty,  or  fifty  tliotiiand  dollnrs  nmplj  siifflfri^tn  to  loud  tiipm. 
Tlit'ru  are  many  in  tbis  trade,  «oiue  of  which  having  »ai|pd  fn>in 
TioiR'e  laitt  spring  arc  ul  thii^  moment  vctidlii"  tliL-tr  pc'-p[>(.T  in  tho 
Medit«rntric>aii,  vt-hvrv  wu  have  somutiiiiuB  procureil  dMllurt  sguio 
for  a  BaccoftdJBg  voyage  to  ImliA,  or  brought  them  home.  Tbiu 
you  WW  Ihjw  cirtmiiously  our  uommRrcH  winds  about,  eujifdying 
every  want  and  |:ikin«  aw;ty  cvvry  surphw  uiir  ejiylv-f-jtil  ni»T* 
rhanta  can  disrovpr  on  the  jflobe.  I  pray  thai  Congreas  may  le»VQ 
it  u  (rec>  us  possible.  I  have  now  filled  two  pag(»  to  testify  anew 
tiie  sincere  respect  and  regard  of 

Your  uofuigiied  frieud,  G.  C. 

Air.  Caliot's  occii[>atii>ii£  duritig  tlie  last  yean  of  his  life 
were-  of  t}ii!  same  nature  us  those  wliicli  liml  engage<l  him 
ever  siuce  his  retirement  from  tlie  Senate  of  the  United 
Btattia.  As  pri'-sidcnt  of  the  Rattnii  Moi-inc  Insurance  Com- 
pany, he  had  enniijjh  hurtinpss  to  take  him  e^erv  day  to  the 
rejtorts  of  merchantJ*.  among  n'hom  he  hud  many  friend^ 
and  whose  pursuittf  had  once  been  hU  own.  ThU  occupied 
111!)  moniin^.  The  re.st  of  the  day  was  devoted  to  reading 
and  study  niid  to  intercourse  with  his  fric-iids.  Hia  house 
was  rarely  without  visitora  in  the  evening,  for  he  was  a  man 
whose  society  wns  much  sought  and  highly  esteemed.  His 
last  years  were  not  elouded  by  any  domestic  grief.  HU 
only  daugliter  KUzabeth  titill  remained  at  home;  Uia  wife 
waK  ii[>ure[i  to  him ;  niid  his  son  Henry,  now  niarrieil,  live<l 
near  him.  His  mm's  nuin-iage  brouglit  him  gnintlehildren^ 
to  t!ie  eldest  of  whom,  &  little  girl,  he  was  moat  fondly 
attached.  In  this  Imppy  way  the  years  glided  hy.  They 
yielded   to  Mr.  Cabot  every  thing  that  he  most  \'alued: 
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BuflScient  occupation,  the  quiet  of  his  library,  opportunity 
for  reflection  and  thought,  the  constant  presence  of  those 
dearest  to  him,  the  society  of  friends,  and  the  honor  and 
respect  of  the  community  in  which  he  dwelt. 

In  1821,  Mr.  Cabot  was  first  attacked  by  the  malady 
which  afterwards  proved  fatal.  His  disease  was  the  stone, 
from  which  the  suffering  was  at  times  extreme ;  but  he 
bore  with  perfect  fortitude  and  without  a  murmur  all  the 
acute  physical  anguish  to  which  he  w.as  subjected.  His 
illness  lasted  for  nearly  two  years;  and  on  April  18,  1823, 
he  died,  meeting  death  with  the  same  calmness  and  com- 
posure that  he  had  exhibited  in  all  the  trials  of  life. 

The  letters  which  form  the  larger  part  of  this  volume 
have  given,  I  trust,  a  clear  idea  both  of  Mr.  Cabot's  mental 
powers  and  of  his  cast  of  mind  and  thought;  while  the 
friendships  which  he  formed  and  retained,  the  public  offices 
he  was  called  upon  to  fill,  and  the  respect  with  which  he 
was  regarded  by  the  community  in  which  he  lived,  are  the 
best  teat  of  the  estimation  of  his  abilities  and  character 
held  by  his  contemporaries.  Yet  I  am  unwilling  to  close 
this  final  chapter  without  an  attempt  at  least  to  give  from 
the  scanty  materials  at  my  command  some  better  picture  of 
Mr.  Cabot  than  political  letters  alone  can  furnish. 

For  personal  appearance,  I  am  compelled  to  rely  on 
verbal  description  ;  since  Mr.  Cabot  after  he  reached  matu- 
rity could  never  be  persuaded  to  sit  for  his  portrait.  He 
had  an  almost  morbid  aversion  to  any  thing  that  seemed  to 
partake  of  vanity  or  publicity ;  and  he  seems  to  have  thought 
that  in  his  own  case,  though  not  in  that  of  his  friends,  a 
portrait  was  open  to  both  these  objections.  In  person,  Mr. 
Cabot  was  tall,  measuring  more  than  six  feet,  and  was  large 
and  powerfully  built.  He  was  considered  handsome,  and 
bis  contemporaries  speak  of  his  expression  as  one  of  great 
dignity  and  repose.  He  had  a  low,  musical  voice,  but  one 
of  great  power  and  very  attractive,  it  is  said,  to  those  who 
listened.     His  manners  were  gentle  and  courteous  to  one 
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when  he  spoke.  He  was  celebrated  for  hia  conversational  powers ; 
and  I  often  remarked  that,  wken  he  began  to  converBe,  all  eyes  and 
esre  turned  toward  him,  as  if  eager  to  catch  the  music  of  his  voice 
and  the  light  of  his  miod." 

Mr.  Cabot's  conversational  powers,  of  which  Mr.  Good- 
rich speake  in  so  laudatory  a  fashion,  must  have  been  not 
a  little  remarkable ;  for  they  appear  to  have  deeply  im- 
pressed, even  from  his  earliest  years,  all  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact.  Despite  great  natural  advantages,  Mr. 
Cabot  was  never  an  orator,  and  always  was  averse  to  speak- 
ing in  public.  When  he  did  speak,  it  was  with  simplicity  and 
c]eaniesa ;  but  the  eloquence  which  he  poasesaed  was  reserved 
for  converaation.  To  his  friends,  he  poured  forth  the  re- 
sults of  patient  thought  and  study  in  well-chosen  language, 
enhanced  by  the  charms  of  a  graceful  manner  and  a  line 
voice.  There  was  much  conversation  in  those  days,  and 
a  man  who  excelled  in  it  exercised  no  small  power  over 
his  circle.  But  conversation  requires  exactness  of  thought 
and  learning,  and  affords  no  opportunity  to  hide  ignorance 
under  oratorical  flourishes  or  vague  and  glittering  similes. 
It  is  therefore  in  some  respects  a  more  difficult  art  than  ora- 
tory, and  requires  a  certain  solidity  which  success  iu  the  latter 
does  not  necessarily  imply.  Thackeray  has  said,  "  We  no 
longer  travel:  we  arrive."  And  speed,  which  has  so  much 
injured  travel,  has  also  infected  every  department  of  modern 
life.  We  may  not  unfairly  say,  "  We  no  longer  converse :  we 
talk."  This  does  not  mean  necessarily  that  thought  has 
deteriorated,  or  that  "  talk  "  is  less  good  than  "  conversa- 
tion ; "  but  the  interchange  of  ideas,  the  discussion  implied 
by  the  latter,  liae  lost  much  of  its  deliberation  and  its 
gravity  in  the  former.  The  conversation  of  seventy-five 
years  ago,  though  both  wise  and  witty,  waa  often  a  qiore 
serious  affair,  and  was  tried  by  a  higher  standard  than  we 
now  perhaps  realize.  Mr.  James  Hamilton  has  preserved  in 
his  Reininisceneea  an  anecdote  which  illustrates  what  our 
anceators  meant  by  after-dinner  conversation,  though  that 
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IKU'licular    isjM^cies    certainly    wiu    never    proreiisiidly    on 
weiglity  subjects,     Mr.  Haiuilton  says:  — 

"TliU  [ii  fttoiy  of  Gouvenifiir  Kforris]  reminds  me  of  what 
Genrj^  Catiot  told  me  vrht-n  T  -nus  Ataymg  iil.  Iili  lioiine  in  Rnoton: 
'  I  nvvur  give  cltniierB :  but  Morris  came  to  Uosioii,  and  bsviDg 
known  him  veil  in  the  "ood  old  liim's  1  felt  it  duo  to  liim  to  inaka 
iiji  »  party  for  liim.  I  iiivil(.'d  Fii^lier  Aniee  to  tni^t  him.  with 
IlarrifioQ  Gray  Otis  and  ntliers  of  that  stainji.  Alter  the  clolh 
was  remorcci,  I  uitrudu^vd  as  a  subjoct  of  cour«nuitiun,  "  How  long 
can  Gnwt  llntAiii  ^nvtuin  her  luod  o(  di-bt''"  I  Irielly  ex|>n:«>e<t 
my  own  riows.  All  wailfcj  to  h«ir  Morris,  who  with  gr*".-*!  forcr' 
and  kuovrlvdgu  of  thu  ^ubJL'Ol  prL'tuutud  his.  ^Vh<!n  hi*  Liut  tin- 
i»t)(>rl,  there  wiu  ti[iinii!i«:  w^  drank,  and  k.11  ejm  w<?n>  hinu-'l  10 
Ames,  who  wa^  admitted  to  he  our  twet  tntker.  As  you  know,  be 
WMA  Uitfu  )u  ffvhlc  Uualth ;  and  ho  be^in  in  liU  low,  uiifludinuA  tone, 
with  evident  weiiknoiut,  to  express  his  views,  which  difffred  widt-Iy 
from  tlioiw  of  MorrU.  llu  was  thorou^ily  noiuuintiKl  witEi  i1j« 
Butijcct,  which,  by  the  way,  was  very  frcqirt-ntly  diBcuastrd  at  that 
Uiue,  uid  lulked  in  bia  b«st  vcia  with  ahigulur  clearness  and  elo- 
qnenc«.  Klorrin  nait  all  attention.  1  walcht-d  him  cIoncIv.  IIia 
fir^t  Hear  indieaTion  on  hlfl  coiuit^uanee  of  what  waA  paaaing  !n  hi* 
iiiitid  wap.  —  "  lU-  talks  well."  Thu  uuxl,  "  llu  talks  as  wi-11  as  I 
do."  And  at  Isst,  as  Auie«  waruicid  with  his  Mihjtwt,  "  Hi;  talka 
better  Ihaii  I  do."* 

"  Cabot  I  rememlier  well.  He  was  one  of  the  Iw«t  talkers  of  the 
day.Hod  one  of  tlm  most  iuusltigvnt,  upright,  amiable,  and  i:xccUcnL 
of  mcD." ' 

The  persifliitje  aiul  repartee  of  the  present  day  were  not 
then  looked  U]win  as  the  chief  mciit  of  conversation,  iiiul 
to  1>e  a  rerogniKfil  leader  in  that  art  require:*]  more  than  a 
lively  aud  vivacious  wit  alone  could  fumiRh.  Mr.  Cabot 
WHS  nut  only  noted  in  oociiiL  cotiverve.  but  lii«  extonsive  ui- 
formntion  on  qtiestions  of  government  and  (Kilitic-nl  economy, 
together  with  a  varied  oKpcrience  of  the  worltU  made  bim 
the  tniRtod  adviser  of  many  men  tn  publio  life  bj*  well  as 
of  thoM  wlio  took  counsel  with  hitn  on  their  private  affaira. 
Mr.  Webster  tuya ;  — 

)  Bt^tuinUcGacvi  of  J.  A-  lUuiiltoa,  pp.  U,  tS> 
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"  To  these  endeaTors  to  maintain  a  Bonnd  cnirencj,  I  owe  the 
acquaintance  and  friendship  of  the  late  Mr.  Cabot,  who  was  kiod 
enough  to  think  me  entitled  to  hia  regard."  ' 

Many  letters  whose  publication  would  have  only  encum- 
bered these  pages  show  the  reliance  which  was  placed  in 
him  as  to  all  matters  demanding  foresight  and  judgment. 

Nor  were  snch  appeals  ever  made  in  vain.  Mr.  Cabot's 
kindness  and  urbanity  are  mentioned  by  all  who  knew  him ; 
and  he  was  moreover  charitable  and  benevolent  to  every- 
body who  required  assistance  of  any  kind.  No  one  who 
has  read  the  preceding  letters  can  fail  to  have  perceived 
the  over-sensitive  modesty,  the  retiring  and  even  indolent 
disposition,  which  withdrew  Mr.  Cabot  at  an  early  period 
from  active  political  life.  To  these  traits  of  character  is 
due  the  almost  complete  destruction  of  his  extensive  and 
valuable  correspondence,  a  loss  bitterly  to  be  regretted  by 
his  descendants  at  least.  Yet  one  of  his  old  party  allies 
considered  him  dangerously  ambitious.  In  the  recently  pub- 
lished Life  of  Mr.  George  Ticknor,  the  following  amusing 
anecdote  is  related.  When  the  Hartford  Convention  was 
sitting,  Mr,  Ticknor  went  to  Quincy  to  receive  some  letters 
of  introduction  from  John  Adams. 

"  Soon  after  1  was  seated  in  Mr.  Adams's  parlor,"  to  quote  his 
own  words,  "  where  there  was  no  one  but  himself  and  Mrs.  Adams, 
who  was  knitting,  he  began  to  talk  of  the  condition  of  the 
country,  with  great  earnestness.  1  said  not  a  word  ;  Mrs.  Adams 
was  equally  silent.  But  Mr.  Adams,  who  was  a  man  of  strong  and 
prompt  passions,  went  on  more  and  more  vehemently.  He  was 
dressed  in  a  single-breasted,  dark  green  coat,  buttoned  tightly  by 
very  large,  white  metal  buttons  over  his  somewhat  rotund  person. 
As  he  grew  more  and  more  excited  in  his  discourse,  he  impatiently 
endeavored  to  thrust  his  hand  into  the  breast  of  his  coat.  The 
buttons  did  not  yield  readily  ;  at  last  he  forced  his  hand,  saying  as 
he  did  so,  in  a  very  loud  voice  and  most  excited  manner,  '  Thank 
God,  thank  God  !  George  Cabot's  close-buttoned  ambition  has 
broke  out  at  last :  he  wants  to  be  President  of  New  England,  sir !  "* 

>  Private  Correspondence  of  Daniel  Webster,  I.  26. 
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Mr.  Atlams's  HiispidtmB  of  Mr.  C'aliot's  ilcop-rooted  and 
carefully  litddou  ambition  wore,  however,  of  much  eMrlier 
date.  Writing  M  his  wife,  in  1797,  »ou  after  Sir.  Cabot's 
retir»>nient  from  the  Senate,  he  says:^ 

"Mr.  Alojiison  is  lo  retire.     It  ueemi  the  modo  of  becoiniug' 
prent  is  lo  rpiire.     Mfwiiwm.  I  nupprtsft,  ttlter  x  rclirciiwat  o(  a   tvvi 
ycant,  la  to  be  Preaiclcnt  or  Vice-Prpsideni.     Mr.  Cnhot,  1  supj 
aricr  ii^raiiilizitig  his  rtmritctor  iu  tliu  dliwle  a  fuw  yean,  u  to  lie' 
(tome  ureal  thing  too ;  an<)   Mr.  AmttTi.  &c..  Ac.     It  is  marv^ltons 
how  political  pl&uts  grow  in  the  shadr.     Comioued  duylighl  ani 
Biitisliiuf  fUovr  uur  faidls  aud   rui'onl  tlit'io.     Our  person^  voin^? 
clothe-H.  (fait,  air.  «entiineut»,  &c,  *U  liwotne  familiar  to  fvory  eva 
anil  rar  and  undpreitaiifiingi  nnd  llipy  flitniniiih  in  propartiim.  upuiij 
th«  Bauie  priiiciplw  ihal  ho  man  is  a  hero  to  his  wife  or  vnJpi. 
chnmljre.     Thi_-si>  gcntleitiL-n  arv  in  the  rie;hi  to  nin  away  nitd  hliif. 
Toll  Mr.  Cabut  ho,  if  you  ste  bim.     Ilia  countrymea  will  soon 
believe  hita  to  be  a  giant  in  ii  Ruve,  and  will  go  in  a  body  and  dig 
him  otit.     I  wish,  but  don't  tell  Cabot  io,  that  they  would  dig  up 

There  was  hut  little  love  lo«t,  it  is  to  be  feared,  betwc 
Mr.  Adams  nnd  Mr,  Cabot.  Their  friendly  intercourse 
ceased  nt  Die  time  of  the  Ilamiltuuian  controversy ;  but 
they  idwaytt  maintained  an  attitude  uf  Bilent  ami  di^rniBeU 
hostility,  and  Mr.  Adams  had  previouBly  ahown  his  respect 
for  Mr.  Cahcit'B  character  and  talents  by  appointing  him  to 
tt  seat  in  Ilia  cabinet. 

Of  Mr.  Cabot's  puliucal  views,  the  letterH  in  this  volume 
are  the  l>c»t  uidex.  .\  {mtrint  in  the  Revolution,  he  vas 
one  of  the  mnsi  anient  and  useful  advocatM  of  the  ComtU- 
tution.  He  was  consulted  by  both  Washington  and  Ham- 
ilton on  questions  of  policy;  and  the  latter  ivHcd  Rr'^s'IV' 
iu  alt  his  financial  measui-eK,  on  the  knowknlge  aud  expe- 
rience of  Mr.  Cabot.  Keflectton  and  tem[ieranient  combined 
to  make  him  the  friend  of  strong  government;  and  liis  own 
share  in  the  early  FtKleral  moiLsurcs  cau.^  him  to  cherish 
their  policy,  which  was  intended  to  lead  to  the  form  of 

*  >  Letten  of  Jofan  Adams  to  hii  Wifi'.  tl.  HO. 
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government  that  he  esteemed  the  best.  Like  Hamilton,  he 
desired  a  government  possessing  both  vigor  and  enei^ ; 
and,  though  be  believed  an  infusion  of  democracy  essential, 
he  thought  a  governing  class  likewise  essential  to  the  high- 
est success.  Bitterly  opposed  to  all  the  doctrines  of  the 
French  Revolution,  his  natural  aversion  to  a  pure  democ- 
racy was  thereby  greatly  increased.  In  the  election  of  Jef- 
ferson he  believed,  and  rightly,  that  the  ascendancy  of  pure 
democratic  theories  was  assured;  and  as  he  was  convinced 
that  this  evil  was  radical,  and  not  to  be  overcome  by  resist- 
ance, he  felt  that  it  must  be  left  to  work  out  its  destiny  with 
such  modifications  as  were  possible.  These  opinions  made 
him  lukewarm  toward  the  aspirations  of  his  more  active 
friends,  and  reluctant  to  join  in  many  of  their  schemes.  He 
was  naturally  despondent ;  and  he  sincerely  believed  that  no 
pure  democracy  could  be  long  successful,  or  could  sufficiently 
protect  the  rights  of  property  and  of  the  individual.  He 
was  dis{X)sed  always  to  philosophize  ;  and,  as  he  felt  sure  he 
could  not  check  the  political  forces  whose  action  he  dreaded, 
he  was  inclined,  to  use  his  own  expression  to  Colonel  Pick- 
ering, "to  let  the  world  ruin  itself  in  its  own  way."  I 
need  hardly  say  that  this  apparent  indifference  arose  from 
no  want  of  definite  or  settled  opinions.  Beneath  all  the 
graciousness  and  repose  of  manner,  there  were  the  stiff 
convictions  and  the  fixed  principles  which  have  ever  marked 
the  Puritan  character.  But  Mr.  Cabot's  was  a  more  liberal 
disposition  than  that  of  many  of  hia  New  England  country- 
men ;  and  his  natural  courtesy,  coupled  with  his  indolent 
temperament,  kept  him  free  from  the  bitter  public  contro- 
versies in  which  so  many  of  hia  more  ardent  friends  engaged. 
Not  that  Mr.  Cabot  feared  a  necessary  conflict,  but  he 
desired  no  needless  ones.  Being  in  a  quarrel,  he  bore  it 
that  the  opposed  might  beware  of  him.  Two  instances 
occur  among  his  letters,  which  illustrate  this.  His 
youngest  brother  had  been  very  shamelessly  and  unjustly 
accused  of  unfair  dealing  in  a  business  transaction. .  Mr. 
Cabot's  advice,  when  applied  to,  was  simple.    "  Go  to  your 
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acctiwr,"  SRid  be  ;  "  obtain  eitlier  a  reiteration  or  a  with- 
(Irawitl  of  liis  charges:  if  he  gives  the  latter,  well  ajid 
good  ;  i£  the  former,  your  course  iit  plain."  In  the  other  case, 
Mr.  Cubot  was  dr»vrn  into  a  controvei^y,  which  hi*  diil  all  in 
his  power  to  avoid,  with  a  third  pernon  l>y  the  determmed 
aggrcflsi  veil  ess  of  his  friend  Colonel  dickering.  The  fjues- 
tion,  iinlockily,  was  one  of  reracity.  Mr.  Cabot  publi9Ue<l 
a  brief  note  in  the  paper,  and  his  opponent  was  siloueed. 

Ml-.  Ciiboi's  gifat  influence  in  the  coninuinity  h  ahvars 
referred  to  by  hii^  con  temporaries.  One  instanco  shows 
the  rospept  in  which  hia  chnracter  and  judj»niL'nt  w<*Te  held, 
even  outside  the  bounds  of  his  own  State.  A  dirtpule  in- 
volving a  large  amount  arose  between  mi  insurer  and  s 
New  York  insurance  company.  'I'he  c^ise  was  referred  to 
Mr.  Cabot,  and  I  cannot  Icam  that  his  decitiinn  was  ever 
appealed  fmm.  Rut  hia  influence  in  his  ovrn  immediate 
circle  WHS  almost,  nnboiinded,  At  the  time  of  his  dt'.aih,  lie 
was  spoken  of  as  "  the  Nestor,  the  wise,  cool,  considei-ate 
counsellor  of  most  of  the  intelligent  statesmen  on  the  Feil- 
enil  side."  ■  Nor  wjia  this  less  true  apparently  in  imittprs 
of  a  aion;  private  nature.  I  aju  indebted  to  the  Hon. 
George  Bancroft  for  an  anecdote  which  not  only  indicutes 
the  weight  attached  to  Mr.  Cabot's  opinions,  but  is  also 
illnstrative  of  the  |Kkwer  exercised  by  the  landing  men  of  the 
community  at  that  time.  Deference  to  rec'ognized  leaders 
may  well  be  of  interest  in  thetie  dap,  when  our  most 
respectable  jouriiiLls  glory  in  the  fact  that,  tlionu:h  the 
widest  and  best  men  leave  a  poliiieal  party,  no  one  follows 
them,  and  the  |iarty  ia  not  atTccted.  Mr.  Bancroft's  story, 
however,  is  as  follows:  When  he  was  a  young  man,  ami 
had  just  graduated  from  college,  he  was  anxious  to  go  to 
Germany,  in  order  to  finish  his  studies.  A  sojourn  in 
Kuro]H'  wa«  then  rare,  and  no  light  matter  to  be  hastily 
decided.  Mr.  Bancroft's  father  took  the  question  into  care- 
ful consideration ;  and  his  first  step  was  to  seek  Mr,  Cabot, 
and  ask  his  advice.  Mr.  Cabot  approved  the  plan,  and 
1  Dailjr  AdTertlaer,  AprU  M,  1828. 
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ui^ed  his  friend  to  send  his  son  abroad.  Then  Mr.  Ban- 
croft himself  went  to  Quincy,  and  consulted  John  Adams. 
This  adviser  was  equally  decided  (there  was  no  Greek 
vagueness  about  the  New  England  oracles),  but  his  opinion 
was  the  direct  contrary  of  Mr.  Cabot's.  "  You  had  better 
stay  at  home,"  said  Mr.  Adams :  "  an  American  education 
is  good  enough  for  an  American."  The  future  historian 
was  sent  abroad  to  the  University  of  Giittingen,  and  possi- 
bly some  of  the  accomplishments  which  have  graced  his 
career  may  be  attributed  to  Mr.  Cabot's  advice.  But  the 
story  is  of  real  value  in  illustrating  a  state  of  society  which 
has  now  departed.  It  shows  an  intellectual  domination 
exercised  by  a  few  leading  men,  which  is  utterly  foreign 
to  the  present  day.  We  may  have  done  well  to  free  our- 
selves from  the  control  of  individual  opinion,  but  let  us  not 
too  easily  foi^et  that  a  people  without  leaders  is  by  no 
means  a  subject  for  rejoicing. 

In  the  opening  chapter,  I  have  sketched  those  studies  to 
which  Mr.  Cabot  chiefly  devoted  himself.  His  commercial 
pursuits  led  him  to  a  close  investigation  of  all  subjects 
connected  with  political  economy ;  and  he  was  considered, 
in  his  day,  an  authority  in  such  matters.  Politics  and 
questions  of  government  occupied  him  constantly,  and 
afforded  food  for  his  thoughts  both  in  reading  and  writing. 
He  was  versed  in  French  and  Spanish,  and  a  fair  Latin 
scholar,  while  metaphysics  and  the  natural  sciences  always 
had  for  him  great  attractions.  But  he  did  not  neglect 
lighter  literature.  Works  upon  the  subjects  I  have  men- 
tioned composed  the  larger  part  of  his  small  and  well-selected 
library,  but  the  English  Classics  were  also  well  represented, 
A  complete  edition  of  Swift,  by  its  well-worn  calf  bind- 
ing, attests  the  owner's  fondness  for  that  master  of  style 
and  satire ;  while  a  once  handsome  copy  of  Fielding,  "  the 
prose  Homer  of  England,"  bears  indelible  marks  of  con- 
stant reading.  To  a  man  devoted  to  such  varied  pursuits, 
the  leisure  of  private  life  and  the  quiet  of  a  library  offered, 
of  course,  irresistible  charms. 
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Bi-etl  in  the  Congregational  Clmrch  of  New  Knglaml, 
Mr.  Caltot  WHS  idwnys  a  constant  attendant  upon  ri-lijfious 
services,  ami  a.  firm  Hup|W)rter  of  tlin  wrlejtiiiHt  ical  insi  it  iHions. 
Kilt  ill  these  mHttera  nlso  he  was  liberal  in  his  opinions,  uud 
in  later  life  jniiiwl  the  Unitarian  sect.  He  Ivronght  to  ivlig* 
ions  uialters  the  same  spirit  o(  conaciontious  investigation 
and  enrt-ful  t]ionghl  that  he  <li(l  to  all  other  queKlions;  and, 
althon^li  a  sincerely  reli^nonn  man  in  feeling,  he  Wiis  iin:ii>le 
to  Katittfy  hU  iioepticiFim  its  to  the  (iinne  rpvc-latinii  of  Chris- 
tianity. Ills  letters  to  \m  friend  and  pastor,  Dr.  KirlcLintl, 
show  how  deeply  he  was  concerned  alnrnt  these  questions,  as 
well  as  the  admiration  which  he  had  for  Christianity  as  a 
momlsyftteni.  Hut  he  waHneverahletoremove  the  doubts,  of 
which  he  mndo  no  concealment,  as  to  it-s  su|>eruarural  origin. 

WiHfi  and  pati'iotic  in  public  iifTairs.  res^wcted  by  hia 
frienfln,  and  beloved  by  hia  family,  of  high  honor  and 
unspotted  integrity.  Mr,  Cabot  left  a  memory  wliich  must 
ever  be  vern!r;Ui*d  by  his  descendants.  I  trust  that  I  am 
not  presumptuous  when  I  express  the  hope  that  his  Hfe  anil 
characti^r  may  be  cherished  among  those  which  ore  held  in 
lirnorahle  recollection  bv  ^faR.'Ulcl1usett^^. 

I  cannot  elost-  this  volume  more  fitly  than  with  the 
wordsof  Nevv  Kngland's  great  orator:  _"  And  the  mentioa 
of  the  father  of  my  fi-iend  ^  brings  to  my  mind  the  memory 
of  his  great  collengim,  the  early  associate  of  Hamilton  and 
of  Ames,  trusted  and  beloved  by  Washington,  consulted  on 
all  occasions  connected  with  the  ailministration  of  the 
finances,  the  establishment  of  the  treasury  department,  the 
iminwitioa  of  the  first  rates  of  duty,  and  n"ith  every  thing 
that  belonged  to  the  commercial  system  of  the  Unitml 
States,  —  Geoi^  Cabot,  of  Maasachusetta."  ^ 

t   Mr.  GiiDiilllW. 

a  Njiopch  of  l>4niol  Wc-hf  t^r  nt  tli«  illnnpr  at  the  X^w  Englniii)  ftftrf«f 
of  New  York,  aa  the  LoodinK  at  FI>muutb,  1843,  Wetwlvr's  Works,  II.  300. 


POLITICAL   WRITINGS. 


Note.  —  The  following  selectioiu  have  been  iTifide  from  the  many  arti- 
cles contritnit»^(l  by  Mr.  Cabot  to  the  newspapers  of  the  day.  No  iniall  part 
of  the  intliienL-e  exerted  by  the  Fcderaliats  came  from  their  constant  use  of 
the  public  prints  as  vehicles  to  inform  and  sway  the  public  mind.  A  few 
examples  serve  as  well  as  a  complete  collection  to  illustrate  Mr.  Cabot's 
style  and  mode  of  thought  and  expression  ;  and  I  liave  not  therefore  thoujtht 
it  neci'ssiiry  to  (five  a  greater  nnnilier  nf  his  piditical  writings  than  could  l)e 
curlainly  kiiuivii  iiiid  ubluiiied  with  uase  from  references  in  his  ktlers. 


POLITICAL   WRITINGS. 


Fnm  Ae  Calumbiati  Centind,  April  16, 1787. 

Mr.  Russell,  —  Notwithstaoding  there  are  among  us  some 
who  from  various  motiyes  would  acquiesce  in  our  subjection  to 
France,  yet  the  number  so  devoted  to  that  nation  must  be  small ; 
and  the  support  they  find  from  those  who  do  not  yet  see  their 
dangerous  designs  must  daily  diminish. 

The  American  people  know  that  their  individual  rights  and 
liberties  are  so  connected  with  the  independence  of  the  nation, 
that  the  loss  of  the  latter  must  soon  be  followed  by  that  of  the 
former.  It  was  on  the  broad  and  solid  basis  of  this  truth  that  our 
whole  Revolution  rested,  and  as  long  as  the  force  of  the  sentiment 
is  felt,  and  not  much  longer,  shall  we  be  truly  free.  It  is  in  the 
American  mind  therefore  we  are  to  look  for  the  security  of  oar 
freedom.  This  is  well  known  to  the  French,  and  hence  it  is  that 
they  persisted  so  long  in  attempting  to  corrupt,  debauch,  and  cajole 
UB  before  they  resorted  to  violence  and  outrage ;  and  hence  it  is 
that  their  inBtrumests  here,  faithful  to  their  masters,  have  labored 
incessantly  to  prove  that  their  most  wicked  and  atrocious  acts  are 
al]  justifiable. 

Every  one  must  know  that  France  and  England,  whose  rivalry 
is  perpetually  involving  them  in  wars,  would  each  desire  to  have 
an  influence  over  our  country  which  should  render  us  subservient 
to  its  purposes;  but  their  attempts  to  establish  this  influence, 
whether  by  fraud  or  by  force,  must  be  repelled  at  every  hazard. 
And  they  always  may  he  repelled  with  certainty,  if  we  are  faithful 
to  ourselves.  Our  own  means  are  sufficient  for  this,  situated  as 
we  are,  three  thousand  miles  from  the  scene  of  their  power ;  but,  in 
addition  to  our  own  strength,  we  may  always  rely  that  either  of 
them  will  co-operate  with  ua  against  the  othet^.^heDever  we  need 
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it.  —  not  Jioireivr  from  frimdi^ftip  to  m.  nrr  OS  THE  ar«B  TBIK- 
CII'LK   OV    IIIKIK    OWX    SAKKTlf    OK    1XTF.BF-9T. 

Il  U  jmiiifu!  to  sec  the  pmlpnTors  of  some  men  to  persanfio  tho 
)>fO)i)v  Uinl  (lie  power  uf  Frtincr  is  irri>t>t!<tible,  tat]  ttuit  i«Ii«  will 
nuike  nH  tec\  h^r  power,  if  wc  tlo  not  Mibmit  to  her  ii)M>l<>iit  de- 
mtiiiftf.  I  [fii«l,  liowi'vcr.  llmt  ilic  spirit  of  our  oimilrj-  will  not 
hv  eo  lUsmuved  as  to  bcmd  to  a  fbruigu  ma»t(n'.  espt^ially  in  tlie 
preaerit  instance,  where  «rn  alrvwiy  HufTvr  mIiuoaI  aa  mnch  injtirr 
fts  id  in  the  power  of  the  Fi-eiich  to  inflict.  For,  gn-nl  as  tlieir 
power  i^,  it  ib  c-nnliiie<l  W  llie  European  territory,  lui'l  a  chiefly 
ftiippnrl)^  hr  pliiiiilcr ;  and,  if  we  conftid<^r  lJif>  imnipiiAA  auuM 
Bniiiilk'd  ff'-im  the  Amencaus  undt^r  tlie  mnnk  of  friemlihip.  tt  mnjr 
lie  donlitfil  whether  we  thould  h.ive  lowt  more  by  proffiwun]  war 
tlimi  we  Ao(v  liwl  in  »  )writdio»fi  pejtf^. 

But  noiwitliDtnnding  the  immense  dopredationa  Frunne  rnmmitii 
on  our  property,  and  iho  iiisultA  ulie  offerii  bo  onr  j^ivemmcat, 
she  has  no  dii^position  lo  (hn^lare  war.  On  the  mntrary.  it  !s  wrU 
known  that  slif  \\m  beeEi  ciK-oursged  to  proceed  thu»  far  by  tho 
hnpi-  of  iiitimiiUiing  vn;  and  there  is  ffjaoA  re&MO  lo  bflio%>c  iliut 
MhiMvill  ceiki^e  M  injure  us  al  that  poin(  whrrt the JiniU  tu  Hrlenutiuil 
to  repti.  WbeD  she  pvKeivee  ihnt  our  goverument  wilt  not  iH'tmy 
(he  cdutitry,  nor  the  i»eopl(!  do^troy  their  own  goverutnent,  »iie  will 
deaisL  from  hoolililii^  and  awtHir  sliu  in  our  friend. 

A  Pkee  Amkrioam. 


Ftvm  Ok  CoUmlnm  Ctnlwft,  May  3,  1707- 

Political  TnocoBTn  o;»  the  Pbesext  Crisis. 

Attdretimd  to  tkittt  who  truly  Im-t  our  Country:  — 

There  are  those  who  imagine  that  France  would  receive  an 
envoy  extraordlnnry,  although  she  ritfusen  to  rewive  n  minister 
plenipoteiittHry  from  the  Uniied  Stales;  and  tbere  are  miuiy  who 
K'licvc  «he  would  cnrdiKlly  re<^eive  Mr.  Jefferaon  or  Mr.  Maili«iin 
ill  Hny  diplninntic  r-haractpr.  ff  either  of  these  opinions  is  corret-t, 
it  mimt  l>e  i>e<'iLUtiP  thi;  ntndurt  of  the  Unil«>d  Statejt  would  in  lluii 
case  diseover  n  willingiiess  to  pau  aiider  th'e  Gallic  yoke,  and 
because  ihe  IMrpctori-  must  so  understand  It^  The  Dlrwnory  kimwt 
full  well  thnt  four  years'  praeiiee  of  sedition  and  etmspiniry  by 
Genet  and  his  follovvvrx.  and  itie  immense  itihlieries  and  pliuid«-r- 
ingl  of  our  merchantA  by  the  agents  of  France,  aggravated  by  tbe 
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contemptuoiifi  treatment  of  the  American  nation,  in  the  person  of 
Mr.  Pinckney,  constitute  a  mass  of  outrages  and  insult  such  as  no 
people  would  long  submit  to,  who  mean  to  maintain  their  rights,  their 
interests,  or  their  honor.  The  Directory  knows  full  well  that  the 
hypocrisy  which  for  a  moment  concealed  the  wicked  designs  of 
Fiance  will  no  longer  answer  that  purpose.  The  imposture  is 
fully  detected  io  every  country;  and  every  individual  not  blinded 
by  party  passions  now  sees  that  the  principal  object  aimed  at  by 
France,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Republic,  has  been  and 
still  is  to  establish  a  permanent  dominion  over  other  nations.  But 
in  this  project  of  universal  national  tyranny  she  can  never  succeed, 
while  England  remains  mistress  of  the  ocean.  "  England  must  be 
destroyed  tlien,"  say  the  French,  that  the  ambition  of  France  may 
have  its  full  scope.  But  how  ia  the  destruction  of  England  to  be 
achieved?  Not  by  force,  for  she  conquers  all  her  enemies  upon 
the  sea;  not  by  intrigues  with  her  subjects,  for  rebels  and  traitors 
are  made  there  with  difliculty,  although  in  other  countries,  called 
free,  French  emissaries  and  French  gold  have  done  wonders.  It 
is  then  only  by  ruining  the  commerce  of  the  whole  world,  which 
indirectly  sustains  British  credit,  the  only  prop  of  their  power,  that 
England  can  he  thrown  down.  Such  is  the  opinion  of  France, 
and,  though  extremely  futile,  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  she  assails 
the  commerce  of  the  neutral  nations.  I  call  this  opinion  futile, 
because  experience  has  proved  that  nations  may  become  formida- 
ble and  destructive  to  others,  as  well  as  more  miserable  among 
themselves,  after  the  dissolution  of  order  and  public  credit  than 
tliey  were  before. 

England  under  the  tyranny  of  Cromwell  was  the  terror  of  her 
neighbors,  as  France,  now  inexpressibly  wretehed  and  enslaved,  la 
the  scourge  or  dread  of  all  the  civilized  world. 

Hut  it  will  be  asked,  must  we  make  war  upon  France?  I  an- 
swer, JV'o.  War  might  be  just,  but  is  not  expedient:  it  is  a  great 
calamity,  and  should  always  be  avoided,  except  when  necessary 
to  prevent  a  greater  ei-il  than  itself.  The  evil  with  wliich  we  are 
threatened,  it  is  true,  is  of  this  kind,  but  probably  may  be  guarded 
against  without  war.  France  intends  to  subject  us  to  her  govern- 
ment, if  she  can ;  but  her  measures  will  always  depend  upon  her 
calculations  of  success.  She  began  with  an  attempt  to  8e<luce  us  ; 
but,  the  arts  of  seduction  having  failed,  she  changed  her  caresses 
and  flatteries  into  reproaches  and  threats,  and,  lindiug  these  in- 
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effectual,  fihe  iii  now  ciid^sv'oriug  to  iotimidate  ua  br  Arts  of  hosiQ- 
il;r,  iliH^larinf;  at  tlif  same  lime  thai  thi-xu  acts  aro  not  to  lie  iimJfr- 
dliKxl  iiH  »in»[iiitiiifj  to  n  "  ritftturr,"  wliirh  fUv  vr\s\ii-»  to  uvoul ;  that 
U  10  My,  ahe  winlien  to  trj-  the  experimfnt  of  seihiction,  nicna 
and  torcv  u])on  our  country  without  nrowing  wir.  und,  if  iieitlien 
lhoB«,  nor  a]l  of  them  combined,  will  make  ua  yield  our  iiide|)en- 
dence,  sho  will  then  m*  that  she  boa  been  dpcciv»«I  by  tlin»p  proHi- 
^'utu  mvu  wtiosc  iufiiruiiitiuu  she  bu  trtuiLti.  aiiU  will  enuar  in 
fului-f-  lo  lue  our  wneei^  frieiul. 

Such  is  tlie  view  of  our  nfTairs  to  the  eyes  of  enlightened  men, 
and  from  it  may  be  learued  tlie  plain  course  wliicli  oii^ht  lo  Im 
taken.  Effbciual  proi4«ion  should  be  mttHtf  for  the  pmtcction  atidij 
ilcfuuoc  ut  our  coiaulry  uikI  the  people's  n^hts.  Ptutbing  (ijfennrln 
toward  the  Kivm:h  Republic  i^liuiiUI  i>v  KtilliorixtnJ  by  onr  govcm- 
ment;  bnt  ft  ithoiilit  he  made  nianife«l  liy  our  ]ireparntions  for 
eveiiW  that  wo  know  the  designs  of  Franr<*,  niid  hnve  u  keen  senile 
of  llie  iiijurifrs  she  lias  already  dono  ua,  and  that  banng  at  all  liniea 
perfonned  toward  her  cvury  act  which  reuooii,  justice,  iho  rrmem- 
branoe  o£  formvr  friendship,  and  tb«  lore  of  peace  vaa  detJiand  of 

U<,    WB   CAXXOT    I>0    MOKK,    ANIl    Wri.L   KETER    COKSEXT    TO    DB 

uovEHNED  BY  A  fOKKinN  KATiiiN.  This  Bptrit  of  indi'pcndcnce, 
supported  by  the  perfect  rectitude  of  our  cauw,  if  eihibite*!  by  the 
National  Le^slatare,  will  animate  the  bn^aftt  of  every  lover  of  irno 
litK'rty  within  the  Vnitmi  State$,  and  will  dissipate  thiMc  clouds 
which  have  w»  long  darkened  nnr  jHditirnl  xlty.  I'Vanre  will  then 
flhandtm  an  ent^rpriRe  which  promi^nii  her  no  atl\imla^%  for  she 
will  tUeu  see  tftat  «■«  are  not  intimidated ;  ami  she  must  know  thst, 
WlltI,K  DNlriuD  AT  HOME,  WK  CAS  NKVER  BK  COKqt'CRKD, 

KoHTITKR  IK  Rl 


/Vvm  Ika  C'olumhian  Ceniiiiei,  ifag  81,  1707. 

[The  Independence  of  the  United  States  wm  Jirrt  declared  on 
llie  4tJi  of  July,  1770.  Who  i-oiild  have  imagined  that  in  IT'JTonr 
rights  n«  n  Sovereign  State  wouUI  be  deini'd  by  t'ranee?  Ili&iorj 
will  record  th«  fact  that  France  has  bevu  wilting  lo  see  lu  inde- 
pendent of  Britain,  but  not  imlrftrridfjil  nfhfrsei/.^ 

Mr.  Rt'^SKLL,  —  TliE!ru  '\»  DO  cim<Ud  mun  wlio,  after  a  (tir 
examination  of  the  document*  *  which  am  published,  cau  doubt 

'  The  ili)(.'umt.'nla  wferred  tn  are  th<«e  which  aci-oRirianlvd  th»  Pn>ridrott 
mesaagi^  on  May  13,  171)7,  and  wKluh  gave  an  account  of  the  (ailan 
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that  the  conduct  of  our  government  towards  all  the  nations  at  war 
has  been  just  and  impartial  as  far  as  was  in  its  power ;  and  that 
whatever  partialities  have  unavoidably  existed  have  been  all  in 
favor  of  France.  But,  notwithstanding  this  truth  is  demonstrated, 
yet  the  atrocious  designs  of  France  against  the  United  States  can 
no  longer  he  denied  even  by  party  men  ;  for  she  already  executes 
them  wherever  her  power  extends,  and  in  her  national  acts  mani- 
fests openly  the  disposition,  too  long  concealed,  to  make  us  a  de- 
pendent people.  It  is  not  enough  that  she  robs  us  of  millions  of 
our  hard-earned  property,  to  feed  the  spirit  of  rapine  which  sup- 
ports her  tyranny.  It  is  not  enough  that  she  swears  to  annihilate 
our  commerce,  and  the  commerce  of  all  the  world,  in  order  that 
she  may  impoverish  a  rival ;  but,  in  addition  to  these  unparalleled 
outrages  upon  the  rights  of  men  and  of  nations,  $he  avows  the  nejari- 
ous  policy  of  separcUing  the  people  of  the  United  Staiet  from  the 
free  and  just  government  which  they  themselves  have  instituted.  It 
is  thus  she  would  ally  us  more  nearly  to  herself  by  introducing 
into  our  happy  country  that  spirit  of  licentiousness  which  has  pro- 
duced, as  its  natural  offspring,  every  species  of  crime,  cruelty,  per- 
fidy, and  injustice  among  the-  French,  and  which  I  fear  wiLt, 

ULTIMATELY  ESTABLISH  AN  IRON  THRONE  ON  THE  SEPULCHRE 
OF   LIBERTY. 

But  it  will  be  asked,  "  What  can  encourage  France  to  such  a 
bold  attempt  as  the  disorganization  and  subjugation  of  our  country, 
after  she  herself  had  witnessed  our  p>ersevering  efibrts  for  inde- 
pendence ? "  To  this  question,  every  well-informed  man  will 
readily  answer,  "It  is  because  France  has  been  led  to  believe  that 
she  has  a  party  in  the  United  States  to  support  her  pretensions 
more  powerful  than  Britain  had  id  1775."  Such  undoubtedly  ia 
the  calculation  of  the  French  Directory ;  and  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  they  will  relinquish  their  enterprises  until  they  are 
convinced  that  this  calculation  is  grosaly  erroneous,  and  that  the 
American  people  will  defend  their  rights  against  the  usurpation  of 
all  foreign  masters.  Whether  even  this  conviction  will  discourage 
France  in  the  midst  of  her  victories  must  be  doubtful  in  the  mind 
of  every  man  who  knows  the  nature  of  her  designs  and  the  insati- 
ableness  of  those  passions  from  which  they  proceed.  But,  be  this 
as  it  may,  at  this  interesting  moment,  when  a  foreign  nation  is 

Hnckney's  flrat  negotiation,  and  of  the  fnsultB  to  which  be  had  been  8Ul> 
jected. 
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arlnally  fakiiig  bnfttile  ttt«>pA  upon  thf  prtsttmptum  (hat  wi*  ar^  n 
iliriHrfi  ptvpte,  la  it  not  a  smrwl  dutr  to  uiiiU;,  and  U  it  niK  tJie 
dinato  of  wisdom  to  «A<>w-  tliat  wc  art  united?  Kvery  lover  of 
hiK  coDDtry  will  agree  t]i:il  it  ut.  arid  will  rcjoii.'e  thai  tUe  approacli- 
iiij(  ■pHMon  of  our  Slatf  I.«-);iHlMttir4<!  ftfTonls  an  carlv  op|K)rtunity 
of  jdiiiiiij;  tlii'ir  voice  wilh  that  of  the  /'rmident  ami  CV»iigiv»s  of 
Uitf  Uiiiterl  KtaLe»,  to  proclaim  to  tliu  world  Lbat  vra  Uuvt;  bvea 
j]iixrf|iri-ai^nt«il  or  iniMiiiiIerKtoutt :  "  tlial  we  are  twt  a  ilepwlftd 
jK'opIo,  hiiniilinicd  umtor  n  ooloiiia)  spirit  of  foiir  atiil  setiiw  of  in- 
feriority. tilicHl  to  Ik.'  tht*  ini.-><;nib1e  instruments  of  f(>retgu  inOiient'i-, 
and  rrgnrdlcfl^  of  national  honor,  charartor.  and  intrprst."  I«it,  (hot 
wu  kuow  our  rights  and  will  uiuutuuti  lliuu.  tmr  dutit*  and  «lll 
fulfil  them,  nnil  rliat,  whiln  wf.  smipulouidy  perform  towards 
orlnTR  eviTv  ihinp  that  jiiRtire  ri'qnirw  from  us,  we  can  newt 
abandon,  thu  rightful  cluuu  of  justice  frum  tbvm. 

OtTE   OP   TUB   AmEDICAK   PbOPLE. 

Fnm  Ae  AfauaehtmUa  SJerevry.  Joh.  13,  1706. 

Messrs.  Youno  and  Mi)iN8,-T>The  truly  independent  «ptriL 
of  yonr  paper  encourages  the  hop«  that  yon  will  afford  a  plaop  in 
the  "  Mercury  "  for  the  follnwlnjj  olHervniions  of  on**  who  thitik« 

llimwlf  "A  SlNCEICB  LoVEK  OF  ni3  COCVTRT." 

PorinKal  la  threatened  with  the  Jacobin  yoke,*  Spuiii  ireinble* 
at  the  forcMght  of  a  similar  dostiny.  Should  the:4e  eveut.t  happen, 
thi>  two  naliouH  will  iKHArme  the  natural  allie«  of  the  Urcat  Horde, 
and  th^'ir  »]>oil)(  inuy  )iiihi>iflt  them  for  another  year. 

Belginm  This  liecn  plejiniMl,  and  ran  yield  nothing  more  nnril  iHa 
return  of  industry  shall  prippire  ii  inrw  i-mp.  llMllmid,  dniinvvl  of 
one  hundred  millions  in  money,  its  <!ominerce  annihilated  and  fleet 
vaiiqui»h(.>d,  oflent  nothing  but  a  dejectwd  (leople,  cmHctat««i  by  bun- 
\ivv  and  dvi^perate  from  HutTcring,  wlio  wish  for  death  a«  a  refugf 
from  their  misery.  Austria,  tUoiij:h  cijiupelli-d  to  nceept  a  pospiw 
on  hzml  terms,  is  yet  too  strung  Lo  bo  plundered  and  loo  wise  to 
bo  doped. 

Ilflly  is  probnWy  appropriated  to  Buon^artc.  and  nothing  cam 

{•  Spain  may  be  consitlered  u  »iil>j(.x:t  to  Pnnw,  «ince  ifiv  Irvniy  ummIp 
by  tlif  Printf  of  I'v-noe;  h«l,  lo  pun  iimipr  Oiv  Jacoliin  jrukr,  iu  |r"»n». 
tnt'nt  niiint  bti  tiihvortvJ,  mid  a  let  of  cut-throats  and  dt-aperadoe*  uait 
rt-ipi  wilhuut  couiroLI — O-  C. 
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be  drawn  from  it  without  his  consent.  Buonaparte  is  an  Italian, 
and  a  larfre  |>ortion  of  his  troops  are  also  Italians.  It  is  too  soon 
yet  ft)r  tho  development  of  all  his  designs  ;  but,  as  he  has  shown  much 
more  genius  and  talents  than  any  other  actor  on  the  Kevolutionary 
scene,  it  ia  presumable  that  he  will  achieve  the  object  of  his  ambi- 
tion, if  he  is  not  impeded  by  the  dagger  or  bowl  from  the  liand  of 
a  rival.  It  is  contrary  to  all  fair  reasoning  to  exjx'Ct  that  the 
superiority  of  this  Italian  can  be  forgiven  by  the  Frenrh  Jacobins. 

In  France,  it  is  well  known  that  a  very  large  majority  of  the 
people  wish  for  monarchy ;  but  four  hundred  thousand  soldiers, 
deeply  interested  in  their  own  des[>otism,  carrying  terror  on  the 
liayonet  point,  and  two  hundred  thousand  spies  em|)loyed  by  the 
tyrants,  silence  every  tongue.  The  people  everywhere  are  disarmed, 
aud  therefore  must  continue  in  the  same  wretched  slavery  until  the 
discord  or  destruction  of  their  masters  shall  oi>en  the  way  for  their 
escape.  It  is  not  necessary  to  believe  that  Hoche  was  poisoned, 
in  onler  to  account  for  the  honors  done  to  his  manes.  Hoche  had  not 
the  talents  of  Ca-sar  or  Cromwell,  and  the  Directory  might  as  well 
fear  several  others  as"  him  ;  but  the  public  spectacle  exhibited  at 
Iloche's  funeral  was  a  homage  to  the  army,  which  it  was  profx^r 
and  politic  for  the  State  to  pay,  when  the  government  became  in 
fact  wholly  military. 

England  is  again  menaced  with  an  army  of  French  snns-ci/lotfes, 
professedly  to  subvert  the  British  Constitution,  and  to  establish  in 
its  stead  the  power  of  a  banditti  of  ruBians ;  but  how  this  army  is 
to  be  transported  across  the  channel  is  a  secret  which  the  projectors 
are  too  prudent  to  disclose.  It  ia  believed  that  the  navies  of 
France,  and  the  nations  she  has  subjugated,  if  all  assembled,  would 
not  now  be  a  match  for  the  Uritiah  fleet;  and  yet  this  fleet  must  he 
completely  overcome  before  an  invasion  can  be  suctvssful.  Per- 
haps it  m.'iy  appear  hereafter  that  the  stinging  mortificiition  at 
Tie  Winter's  defeat,  and  the  necessity  of  perpetually  agitating  the 
minds  of  the  troops,  have  given  birth  to  this  gasconade.  But, 
however  this  may  be,  England  has  nothing  to  fear  from  the  under- 
taking ;  while  the  threat  must  open  the  purses  of  Englishmen  of 
every  party,  must  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  minister,  and 
must  give  iulditional  force  and  stability  to  the  government. 

The  commissioners  of  conciliation  from  the  United  States  sent 
to  France  to  accommodate  differences,  it  is  said,  will  return  re 
infecta.     This  is  credible ;  for  those  who  have  done  to  others  the 
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nia«1  iiCrocionM  injiirios  are  girtifnillv  iiiiplaoible.  This  diBftp^iot- 
tnent  of  our  doMiit::8.  tii>wcviT,  cad  be  nun(^  to  the  ^xpi'ciaUona  of 
we1l-tnform4:d  men,  ntui  will  crtiabe  no  new  iincuiiieiita  in  tlic  bivaxt 
of  ihoae  who  eijiuitly  lirfjwi  and  iUle«C  forvijjii  iuHtM'firv  of  vwrr 
kind.  To  liiK-ti  mm,  it  will  mt:ur  as  an  otivinun  iroth  that,  whot- 
evvr  may  be  the  dispositiuu  of  the  jirt-wnt  jiuvvmiueDt  of  Frunw, 
her  final  conduct  towanl  the  Uiiil^rt  .Stale*  will  (Wjwnd  it]Kiu  our 
AppBranC  weakness  or  stit^igth.  and  her  own  actual  condition  and 
power  at  the  end  of  her  cotifllcl  with  Kiigliind.  It  has  been  ehoMu 
to  the  AiTM^riean  peopJe  hy  authmtin  pi-nofii  that  from  llie  tir»t 
moment  of  our  i»tpR»un>4;  willi  France  she  tnteiKlcd  alMolnti-lT  to 
govern  (h«  coiueel*  und  iJii-cct  tlie  mea»ure«  and  force  of  oar  imtiDn, 
M}  OB  to  render  us  <»Tnp1pt<.^lir  ditpcDd(>tit  on  her.  It  haa  iM^n  ni-ra 
and  sorely  felt  tlmt  tliis  inl<;ntiun  han  Ihk»>  pureiuni  wilii  rvdouMt-*! 
eflbrt*  since  thei^stablJHKinetit  of  the  Kepuhlic.  Kver^-  art  of  neduv- 
tion  has  been  (iKed.  and  sedition  hna  been  frf^nently  exdtetl.  lIU 
at  last  wo  are  the  witnesnea  of  avowetl  hoHltlity  everywhere  exer- 
ei«ed  o(.ftiimt  our  iiitofTeudiug  nierchaiili'.  whitt;  in  the  bo«oui  of  our 
country  venal  pnviseA  uiid  a  fuetiou  in  (;;overnnii!nt  diittrort  jiubllo 
opinion  and  enfeeble  the  spiric  of  national  defence.  But  alUioogh 
the  ultimate  measures  of  France  toward  u«  will  depend  oo  tlieir 
future  condiiimi,  yet  the  iuc<«*»  under  Providence  will  wholly 
depend  on  oureidvt*.  Five  millioQs  of  people,  just  to  all  tlie 
world,  and  tlotermined  to  be  free,  if  united,  are  not  Ukcly  to  be 
attacked,  and  surely  they  can  never  be  comtuerod. 


Fnm  lAc  J/auacAMdlj  Mtrcmrg,  Jan.  lA,  1786. 

Political  Mokitor.    No.  I. 

Kxperienoe  nnd  obnervHtian  every  day  ttmch  as  to  believe  that 
tboBC  men  who  are  oitlrui/fuut/jf  palriulic  in  their  profei>wi<nu  are 
generalty  a<-t«atcd  hy  sonic  criniui  i'  -■'  liKlniPM,  luid  wonhl  sacrifloe 
the  public  welfare  to  their  own  tu  i  i.       i  ambition. 

The  Rame  truth  h  iueulcatcd  by  the  writers  of  anci«nt  hivtory, 
who  inform  ua  tlmt  in  old  time<i  the  dcinago^cs  were  ccftloiu  ad- 
vrtCrties  for  the  most  popular  fonnii  of  guveminenU  brcauie  m^drr 
mcJi  f'lrim  thetf  rnuld  vtaily  exereiie  aU  tA«  poictrt  of  the  Slat€  leith- 
out  anv  rmpottsibihtifg. 

In  AtAena,  the  miwl  dumocratic  of  the  Grecian  republics,  Dbm( 
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THENES  and  pHOCiONwere  the  only  leaders  who  refused  the  gold 
of  Philip.  Those  two  men  were  such  as  are  now  called  Aristo- 
crats :  they  were  lovers  of  liberty  and  the  beat  friends  of  the  peo- 
ple, but  they  hated  their  vices  and  would  not  flatter  them,  while  all 
the  demago^es  without  exception  were  the  pensioners  of  a  foreign 
nation  which  was  then  taking  measures  to  enslave  their  country. 

In  Rome,  it  is  well  known  that  the  tribunes  and  other  democratic 
leaders  were  so  scandalously  venal  as  to  induce  one  who  bribed 
them  to  say  "  that  Rome  would  sell  herself  whenever  a  purchaser 
should  appear." 

The  minister  of  the  French  republic  has  officially  informed  his 
government  that  in  the  United  States  he  has  found  "PATRIOTS 
whose  consciences  already  have  their  prices,  and  that  the  proof  of 
this  will  remain  for  ever  in  the  archives  of  France."  This  grievous 
charge  is  not  to  be  denied,  nor  that  the  seductive  power  of  French 
gold  has  been  equally  pernicious  among  every  people  who  have 
been  weak  enough  to  think  them  their  friends.  But,  while  Mr. 
Fauchet's  letter  makes  us  blush  for  our  country,  it  ought  always  to 
be  recollected  who  are  the  men  he  calls  patriots. 

It  were  devoutly  to  be  wished  that  France  would  disclose  to  us 
the  names  of  all.  as  she  has  occasionally  of  some,  of  our  citizens 
whose  assistance  she  relies  on  to  establish  her  power  over  us.  Such 
a  disclosure  would  be  very  precious  in  the  eye  of  every  indepen- 
dent American,  who  reads  too  plainly  in  the  miseries  of  the  Hol- 
landers the  cruel  destiny  which  France  had  prepared  for  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  and  which  it  is  well  known  nothing  but  a  want 
of  power  prevented  her  from  inflicting  years  ago. 


From  the  Masmchiaetts  Sfercury,  Jan.  19, 1798. 

Messrs.  Toc.vg  and  Minns,  —  If  it  is  essential  to  the  preser- 
vation of  our  rights  that  just  sentiments  should  prevail  on  subjects 
that  relate  to  liberty,  a  faint  outline  of  Jacobinism  may  be  profita- 
bly sketched  to  excite  reflection. 

Political  Monitoh.    No.  XL 

Whatever  diversity  of  opinion  may  have  once  existed  concerning 
the  real  principle  of  the  French  Revolution,  it  has  long  since  been 
demonstrated  to  be  that  same  lust  of  domination  and  plunder  which 
has  so  often  scourged  the  human  race  in  every  period  of  its  history. 
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Tbese  turbulent  panioos,  rendenfl  formidnble  lir  u  unioQ  witb 
tulcntfl,  were  clu<>lly  cotioenlratAcI  in  a  bmly  of  men  vfhtt.  (n>ia 
tlie  plafM  of  ihf  ir  iiicoritig,  were  mllpil  .liifH»Wns.  and  from  tlirm 
tlw  nyMvm  o(  thi'ir  ppvnitiuus  luis  beeu  justly  Ivrnici]  .Jac*>biiii!nu, 
AriinDj;  iha  drat  ini.*intHi!rs  of  this  fainoiu  Auciety.  there  wi-re  a  Wm 
wbci  full  some  Utile  rc&traint  of  rcli^on,  moraliiy.  or  honor,  aud 
somt-  ivbo»e  property  seemt-d  to  give  them  an  iiilerert  iii  ibe  jntblic 
wulfiirt:  but  all  lliCJtc  were  (ordhly  swfpl  nwar,  that  ibf  •ocii'ty 
luiglit  1)0  euiibh-d  to  uct  n'tth  pfr/tret  j'nrdum.  und  with  whal  was 
thru  C!i!lo<l  rrputiHrtui  ejfr^.  But,  howcvt^r  th-^iwrat^  \ho*v  nifu 
wea*  who  n-iiuiiiied,  they  arid  their  socoesiiom  hare  di»pliiy<^d  gn-ni 
nhilitipH.  mill  bavi>  steadily  punued  the  ^nme  'hiring  de^'lunt'.  Ai 
iboy  pu«ei<i^wl  nt-itbor  power  nor  property,  tbcir  inonhnato  dMJrvs 
tnude  ibi'iu  thu  detunuhiiMl  cncmiM  of  nil  who  pneflfAsod  either. 
ThfT  saw  the  ii.iiioii  einhurmjtoei)  by  Ih*?  ttmMti  and  vicM  of  a  twd 
gnrrmmniit;  but,  in.tti'ad  of  riVDperaliii^  with  those  pocxl  chitftiM 
who  aiiued  at  libvrty  aud  urder.  ihoy  byidly  ivsolvwl  lu  take  wi- 
TuutagL-  o(  tik<^  pubUc  diiitreM,  ftud  raite  thtmsflfes  to  gr^ntntt*  •*« 
the  ruina  of  their  country.  Fram  the  Brst  taomi>Dt  uf  ibt'tr  actinj; 
ill  public  iiffaii'ii,  thrg  hate  infuriuhly  oxpimt  Itt  tstabliiJt  their  uitn 
a/itolute  pnwtfr  <tver  Frtiart.  und  the  uhsffute  pittffr  uf  Fntner  ni-vr 
Other  ntititjm.  In  tho  firsL  of  these  ihuij^ria.  tlieir  fiucre-SA  lit  cuu- 
plvte.  Afl»;r  the  goleniu  mockwry  of  tbrt-i;  cunstitu lions  aud  twelve 
rcvolutious.  wliicli  pretended  to  have  liberty  for  tht-ir  objocl,  hut 
which  to  fitct  have  been  only  the  changes  of  (yrairuy.  ifae  peujjJe 
of  Franer  see  that  every  epoch  in  thoir  nlfain  tnokcH  a  new  rivet 
added  to  their  uwu  cbaii)»,  till  at  Icugtli,  sunk  witb  their  wvij^ 
tbt'y  iircull  rwuly  to  abandon  th»  liojie  of  rrliwf.  While  this  dread- 
ful de«potisin  ha»  thus  estahHsbp^l  itself  orcr  all  Frnncc,  it  ha-  t«  en 
no  teK8  occupied  in  M^i'king  coniieelioiiK,  alliancei*.  end  dumlnioDa 
iu  otIiLT  counlriei*.  Tlnj  eoiiduclopB  of  the  Uvvulutiou  koevr  that 
in  every  •odelT,  however  well  gnvemed,  there  wero  nwuy  diMnn- 
t«»ied  Kpiritii  of  th«ir  own  clas^s.  wlio  would  rioe  at  tln-ir  oil]  and 
M  htwe  Bervices  ihoy  coidd  always  cjommHml.  Men  of  lo»t  charac- 
ter and  bi-oki-n  fortune,  disappointed  (ie*ker«  of  wlHrt-,  rH|ianua4 
men.  bile  proHigutei)  and  dL-eperudix-H  of  all  descriptions,  were  ibe 
outurnl  niL'iulMTB  of  tbetr  bo>1y ;  and  lo  iIk-mi  may  be  addttl  ibe 
r/ixcijitfs  which  «re  made  ninoug  thy  unwary  poor,  who  arc  M-dumI 
by  the/ii/Aw-row*  pronuM;  o(  piffly  trithouf  labor ;  and  linallv  nuiny 
creduloii.t  citizens,  whotsi'  hunest,  but  nninfomiM  zeal  for  pubtio 
hap[uneH«  mukt-s  liieiu  ibo  aiuy  dupes  of  tliuite  wlio  proiuue  it. 
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To  excite,  combine,  and  organize  these  various  descriptions  of 
persona  in  every  country,  and  to  give  them  activity  in  opposition 
to  its  government,  has  been  and  still  continues  to  be  the  unremit-' 
ting  endeavor  of  Jacobinism ;  and  this  new  species  of  mischief, 
which  its  wickedness  has  devised,  is  more  dangerous  to  all  civilized 
society,  and  more  destructive  than  all  its  poison,  daggers,  guillo- 
tines, and  bayonets.  Successful  Jacobinism  is  the  consummation 
of  vice  and  tyranny,  and  therefore  to  be  viewed  as  the  greatest 
possible  political  evil ;  and  it  is  justly  to  be  feared,  because  it  is 
propagated  by  eloquence  and  sophistry,  and  is  exhibited  in  the 
garb  of  virtue  and  of  liberty,  whose  sacred  names  it  profanely 
usurps.  It  enjoys,  too,  the  aid  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  of  the 
French  Kepublic.  In  a  word.  Jacobinism  is  what  the  committee 
of  the  French  Convention  emphatically  pronounced  it:  "A  con- 
cert of  means  to  establish  (everywhere)  the  empire  of  death,  of 
terror,  and  of  crime."  ^ 

From  the  Massachttaetis  Mercury,  Jan.  26,  1798. 

Political  Monitor.     No.  III. 

Strictures  on  Fauchet's  Pamphlet. 

Mr.  Fauchet  renews  against  the  United  Staiet  the  groundless 
charges  of  violation  or  inexecution  of  the  treaties  which  bind  ua 
to  France.  For  the  particular  facts,  he  refers  his  readers  to  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Pickering  to  Mr.  Pinckney,  which  has  been 
justly  considered  by  all  fair  reasoners  as  a  complete  refutation  of 
all  those  charges.  It  would  seem  indeed  that  Mk.  Fauchet 
himself  is  not  quite  satisfied  with  the  solidity  of  the  claims  and 
complaints  heretofore  made  by  France,  for  he  now  reminds  us  of 
our  guarantee  of  the  French  possessions  in  America,  which,  he 
says,  we  are  bound  to  fulfil.  This  demand  his  predecessor,  Gkset, 
with  all  his  eagerness  to  embarrass  the  government,  never  thought 
it  prudent  to  press ;  doubtless  from  a  conviction  that  the  unten- 
ablencss  of  the  claim  would  weaken  his  party  and  strengthen  that 
of  the  government.  Tliey  knew  that  France  was  the  aggressor  in 
every  sense,  and  had  voluntarily  declared  war  against  Enyland; 
and  that  therefore  our  treaty,  which  ig  purely  defensive,  did  not 

'  (See  report  of  eommittGe  of  eleven  who  framed  the  last  French  Coo- 
Btitutiun]  —  G.  C. 
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oblij^  tia  10  talce  a  pnrt.  This  )df«,  simptci  an^  obvious,  is  siiffi* 
cit'Ul  to  explilin  lo  r(.>nsouable  men  why  France  haa  been  ra  ijuiH 
on  litis  point,  whil*  the  has  \\^en  w  violent  on  otbe»  thai  w<t* 
friroloH*.  Mr,  Kaccurt  n'greiA  rxtn-riifh-  thai  iXw  R«-v<iluti<iu- 
itry  prtv**rtimeiit  \va».  tu-kiiovvl);ilureil  tht-  inwnrerily  «iiil  pt^rtitly  of 
tnoimrchiai]  France  toward  the  United  Stair*.  It  la  probable  tlwt 
tho  inconvtuibnoH  t>t  t\ih  oxposnrc  hiu  eiiicn  bot-n  fdt  br  all  tbose 
who  huvQ  been  eniluuvoriug  to  cujulv  uk  'Vv  ruufirer  tlio  otmfi- 
dcncR  of  tho  Ameriran  pr-i<j)1e,  tJiiiA  ln»t,  he  iiikiMt«  ihaL,  tn  lh« 
Iniaty  o(  1778,  France  iliKjiluyed  an  impmviclenve  for  hpr^wlf  or 
an.  &rcemv«  ffood'triU  for  vx.  Nollung  couUl  l»  more  aunvajinnabti* 
thnn  lhii4  ttale  prAl«nflion,  ««t  up  now,  fonr  reArs  afrtr  its  fal»chnr>tl 
has  heei)  pruvod  by  the  best  |H)»»i1)le  tc-^tliuony.  All  tlio  wurlii 
may  ««'«  the  decbti-ationsi  ma^*:  by  the  Rcvulittioiiary  f^veniinetit, 
while  in  possefuiioM  uf  the  flvUlencf ;  and  which  were  in  snliaianco 
tfiat  thit  inlcrfercnra  tif  Ikt  old  (.'ourt,  tnid  tAe  tad  the*/  gain  us, 
mui/fd  whoil}/ from  mfdift  h<ue,  pcrfidiout,  and  frracfif^r^tu*,  and 
thiU  they  were  umfnrmiif  kogtile  to  tfie  protpen/y  of  the  Uttitrd 
Slafet.  But,  while  Mr.  Fauchet  Inmeiit^  the  imlijtcretion  of  llniHe 
lell-l.il*?s  whn  have  iliBrlriBud  tho  gecrt!t  virws  of  his  nation.  A*  U 
nol  wholly  frue  fmin  thi-  winm  iiupuiulitiu,  lie  oxeuiiililiu^,  iu  Via 
vwn  i-utiilurt,  llif  tcue  Kn'tirli  nintim  whi<'h  he  I»y*  down,  "  ibal 
neither  govcrnmeiit  nor  imlividuiUn  repilute  their  mpa^nrej  ngree* 
ftbiy  to  the  outWATtl  forms  of  correspandence."  This  contra- 
diciioti  of  ibe  BClions  of  tho  Prt-ndi  ic  whit  they  profess  baa 
|R-rp]fxed  miuijr  good  people  in  Amrrica.  We  have  often  beat 
diHi'inerl  with  wh»t  thoy  wt-ro  tat/in^,  till  <u^iced  with  horror  »t 
what  tlii*y  were  dohtg.  Tliin  iniiiiatitr  came  lo  tlm  Vnitcd  Stale* 
professedly  tu  urusu  the  impr«»si«nB  and  repair  lh«  injuries  wbiob 
wc  ft.-U  frotn  Gevrt  ;  hut  it  is  believed  the  santc  atrocious  (lc*ii;;{iiit 
wei-e  still  piirsned,  only  -with  a  little  more  sterety,  Wiih  grrat 
HUectiUion  of  retpent  for  our  violated  HghtK,  )[r.  pAUchet  publidy 
reealleil  the  conimitwinnM  which  (leiiot  bad  given  Lo  Amerima 
iruilori) :  but  h«  designed  to  ixw  the  iuetrumeuts  of  sodiitou  which 
were  prepared,  A  ud,  if  the  enfferi  had  nnt  hem  rmpfi^l.  ihtrt  cfm 
he  no  doubt  lee  thould  have  tten  an  armfd  force  in  the  Aftom  of 
our  coantfy,  nupporttd  bg  France,  to  orvravre  oar  ffovtmmeHf ;  but 
the  million  of  dollars  brought  over  by  Ceoet,  and  the  proiv«edii  of 
the  A'ofl/  India  ahip3.  were  giHie.  All  dtHappeared  on  FAtX'ilirr's 
arrival;   so   that  with   truth    h«   might  aay  to    Ranikjlpu   and 
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others  that  he  could  not  comply  with  their  demanda  for  money. 
He  could  only  command  a  few  dollars  to  be  distributed  among 
joumali$tt,  whose  services  were  necessary,  and  could  be  had  at  a 
very  low  rate. 

From  the  MataachuteO*  Mercmy,  Jan.  30, 1708. 

Political  Monitor.    No.  IV. 
Slridures  on  FaucheCa  Pamphlet. 

Tn  order  to  understand  the  policy  of  France,  as  it  relates  to 
maritime  affairs,  it  is  necessary  always  to  keep  in  our  eye  the 
object  at  which  she  aims.  This  object  undoubtedly  is  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  naval  power  of  England,  for  it  is  England  alone  that 
prevents  France  from  establishing  the  same  absolute  empire  on  the 
sea  which  she  now  exercises  over  many  nations  by  land.  The 
effect  of  such  sin  accumulation  of  power  in  any  nation,  upon  the 
rights  and  independence  of  others,  need  not  be  described ;  and 
God  grant  that  it  may  never  be  known ! 

Mr.  Fauchet,  after  noticing  the  maxim  of  the  law  of  nations, 
by  which  enemy  property  in  neutral  bottoms  is  liable  to  seizure, 
proceeds  to  observe  that  the  interest  of  neutrals,  and  of  those 
belligerents  who  were  too  weak  to  protect  their  own  commerce, 
equally  suffered  by  this  principle;  and  therefore  these  two  de- 
scriptions of  powers  have  usually  engaged  in  their  treaties  to  respect 
each  other's  flag,  so  far  as  to  let  the  property  of  an  enemy  pass 
unmolested  when  sailing  under  it.  This  treaty  privilege  he  denom- 
inates "modem  neutrality."  France,  he  tella  us,  has  defended 
this  new  principle  with  more  warmth  than  any  other  power  ;  and 
he  cites  one  example  wh?re  she  has  made  it  the  means  of  pushing 
a  neutral  nation  into  a  war.  We  are  well  acquainted  with  this 
fact,  and  perhaps  contributed  something  toward  its  occurrence,  with 
a  view  to  our  own  benefit ;  but  we  all  see  and  lament  that,  in  its 
consequences,  it  has  enfeebled  the  nation  to  whom  it  happened, 
and  finally  has  made  them  slaves  of  France. 

Mr.  Fauchet's  disclosure  of  the  motives  for  such  active  zeal 
among  the  French  to  enforce  the  new  doctrine  cannot  fail  to  be 
instructive  to  the  people  of  the  United  States;  and,  if  duly  con- 
sidered, must  prove  to  us  incontestably  that  oar  own  benejit  m€tket 
no  part  of  lit  design. 
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ITowcver  desiroblo  it  may  be  to  see  It  admlltf^  as  a  part  of  Uie 
]»w  of  iiatidtiti  "  Uijit  irv«  iHiiromn  »lirjll  nmkc  (rw  ptiMls."  il  is  to 
Im  fpflrfti  that  tlins*-  nations,  ainsl*'  "f  fv>iiihin«l.  af^Miiiitt  irlmin  the 
prliic-iptti  would  (iperul«,  will  always  resist  lis  esiaUishuit-Tit.  and. 
even  U  a  uiiinWr  of  pt^wcra  shouM  unite  to  «up[>nrl  iL,  tliait  then) 
ctHiId  \m  no  Mle  rt'Iiuncc  on  the  pL-nnam-ucy  of  anoli  an  union. 
I'hia  idea  is  jiiHlility)  Ity  tlit;  liixtory  of  tliK  Hnne<l  ncuirality  luid  the 
roiiHtitution  of  iiihii  ami  of  sorieiy.  Sir.  Fanrliet,  however,  atnmn 
boliUy  "  llmL  France  \\as  fnilbfiilly  tnaililaint-il  ih^^ir  mmlcm  neutral- 
ity;" but  it  rernainn  for  Mr.  ranchet  or  liis  paniifans  lo  rfCoDCile 
tliix  di'clapatiou  wlrh  the  truth.  For  he  munt  know.  a»  nil  the 
world  liuii  6ueu.  that  in  cmt&mpt  of  this  principle,  and  in  eontempt 
of  aiJ  trruly  oftliffntuOU,  Frnner,  in  Ma^,  1793]  i/tW  pot*  a  fov 
anthnri:\rifj  the  seizure  of  <M  ue»tr/d  ifeggeU  with  tnttn^  prapfriif  oH 
board,  and  cliut  her  cruisers  have  al  fill  litne»  capturtMl  all  sack 
ve»)^p|!i  und  many  others,  and  have  oiw.n  itccompuiiied  tli(<»c  uots 
with  circtimAlancDH  of  cxlrume  (trui^Iiy  and  (iagront  abuse. 

Id  a  tiul>«i.-qiieut  pamgrapli,  Mr.  Tauciiet  stilt  furtlier  explains 
the  nso  Frann;  propnaon  lo  make  of  ht-r  ngrc^'mcnu  with  pariicolar 
Stales  rospciiiig  enemy  property  in  neutral  j-liips.  At  iJie  time  of 
toiiking  these  tlipiiintiuiift,  tliey  neceiutarily  are  coDsitlon;)!  by  eai^ 
party  with  a  sole  reference  lo  their  own  interest,  and,  when  madfi. 
their  uliliKutiui]  eaiinut  by  any  cunaCruetiun  lie  extend*^  lo  iheir 
respective  tnteivfiiirM-  with  others.  Let  it  be  dhown.  then,  that  in 
otir  irenty  wicli  Frnnre  Wfi  have  engaged  that  the  priDOijilc  o( 
"  free  bottoms  making  free  ^otAi  "  ftbould  be  admitted  iuiu  oar  sub- 
iie<pient  trejities  with  Eitifland  or  other  power*.  Xo  man  will  bfl 
hanly  euiii.i;:li  tii  cimtend  llmt  imr  treaty  with  f'rnnrv  <-oiiuins  any 
(iiieb  stipuhitioiis :  un  the  t^ontnirj-,  it  will  nppear,  upuii  reading  it, 
that  hoih  panics  were  loft  perfectly  free,  each  Lo  consult  iu  ovra 
btitrest.  Yet.  beeaose  we  have  pre^omed  to  use  thitt  frnediHn  iii 
H  m:iimer  which  our  inleroNt  required.  Fmne*  imtoleiitlv  talks  of 
7<iini^1iiiig  u.t  A*  if  we  were  her  coloni-ttfi.  She  tfll^  us  plunlr 
that  tihe  plumlers  us,  becHuse  we  have  uot  done  sometliiog  I>t  the 
um;  of  which  tdie  could  have  forced  us  into  a.  war  witli  England,  aa 
flhc  did  the  Hollanders  in  1780. 

It  would  be  incredible  ihaL,  at  a  time  when  the  French  b«v« 
nothnig  effeefual  to  oppose  to  the  growing  ftuperiorily  of  the  British 
Dftval  fun;e».  they  should  be  ho  Impolitic  aa  to  avow  to  us  tltelr  im- 
perioui  and  unju»t  defttgns ;  hut  a  sohiLiou  of  tliis  prvblem  is  to  be 
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found  in  the  wicked  mij-representationa  which  France  has  received 
of  the  character  of  the  government  and  people  of  the  United 
St(ties.  It  is  certain  that  the  French  have  heen  taught  to  believe 
that  the  United  States  were  so  blindly  devoted  to  their  cause  that 
they  might  rely  upon  our  acquiescence  to  every  measure  they 
should  adopt,  as  fully  as  if  we  were  their  subjects,  and  that,  if  the 
judicial  government  should  incline  to  oppose  them,  the  spirit  of 
the  people  would  bear  down  upon  the  government.  This  infamous 
libel  against  our  country  has  been  too  much  countenanced  by  the 
temper  of  a  considerable  party  in  the  Federal  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, and  the  feeble  means  of  the  Legislature. 

If  instead  of  exhibiting  a  submissive  spirit,  which  invites  insult 
and  encourages  injury,  the  Legislature  had  unitedly  discovered 
those  elevated  and  patriotic  sentiments  which  the  President  ex- 
pressed in  his  speech  in  June  last,  we  should  probably  have  heard 
of  no  new  outrages  or  indignities  from  France,  atMi  some  of  the 
present  embarrassments  would  have  been  alleviated.  "We  pray 
that  the  errors  of  the  past  time  may  suffice,  and  that  in  future 
party  spirit  may  yield  to  the  public  gootl.  We  hope  for  measures 
always  just,  btU^rm,  —  free  from  insolence,  but  free  also  from  ser- 
vxlily.  Such  measures  will  be  always  acceptable  to  men  who  truly 
love  their  country,  and  who  mean  to  defend  it  against  all  the 
assaults  of  tyranny. 

Frnm  Ihe  Masaathnsetti  Mercury,  Feb.  2,  1798. 

Political  Monitoh.     No.  V. 

Strictures  on  Fauc/iel'x  Pamphlet  concluded. 

The  complete  refutation  which  Mr.  Pickf.rikg  has  given  to  all 
the  calumnies  against  our  government  openly  propiig!ite<l  by  the 
French  seems  to  render  superfluous  any  further  argument  on  tlie 
subject ;  but.  as  the  partisans  of  France  liave  hitherto  justified  all 
her  oil/rages,  it  may  l>e  useful  to  remark  that  Mr.  Fauchkt,  the 
Minister  of  the  Decemvirs,  admits  that  the  conduct  of  Genkt  and 
the  French  consuls  was  culpable.  He  admits,  too,  the  folly  and 
ignomnce  of  the  Directory  in  decreeing  that  French  cruisers 
should  treat  neutrals  as  these  suffer  others  to  treat  them.  Doubt- 
less, he  is  aware  of  the  sentence  which  impartiality  must  pronounce 
on  this  act.     He  [>erceivcs  that  it  was  intended  to  let  loose  all  the 
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rohlterx  an*!  pin»t*«  lh»t  vrtm  m  the  dominioiiii  of  France,  to 
pliimler  iJie  uniirmed  foninierce  al  /rtendti/  nutioti:!.  He  xilmiu 
al»i>  ihnt  tbw  wniiloa  injiiftUcc  in  sucoecded  bv  u  Bulu^(N|UMit  (1('cti-«', 
as  cx(ilaineil  by  )Ieki.in,  nunr  a  mi'inWr  of  Hm  l)irt<ctory.  au^ 
tvliic'h  liH  Miya  muHt  lio  projuilidal  to  tlio  Fronch  ouii^,  &/<■,  hi 
ail  tliis  then,'  i»  nothing  ni-w.  ami  yt-t  ihf  cunfesiiiuD  U  rcry  p»y- 
ri(>i»,  becHii^e  it  comes  from  a  ^-at  Dff<^der,  And  auUiciriieii  u»  lo 
expect  that,  if  ever  justice  rerives-  iu  Fratute,  time  ati|>ravokAd 
a^^i>fUH>nH  wit]  be  tsnidviniicc]  by  the  tialJon. 

Il»i.iiii;  iiiiulo  tlu-sv  au-kiiowk-dgmt-iits,  Mr.  Faudiet  tlwu  aalu 
■whether  Frwirr  hvi  not  been  I'liger  to  re4lrfc*s  oiir  grievances  wlmo 
tre  bnve  mndo  them  kuowD  }  IL  is  true  Uiat  llie  Kobe4|iiuTnan 
party,  having  d<^troy^  ihoir  rivals,  the  BruMoltiis,  di<J.  at.  (lie  re- 
i)mwl  iif  tb^  ('nilfii  Stfitex.  i\U\i\su^  (iKNKT,  who  was  a  rreatiire  of 
that  party,  but  it  eliuuhi  bi-  n'tnciiibtfrvl  they  tvat  a  succvssor.  Ua 
mIu  alto  if  the  comniitteo  of  puMto  xafely  of  the  eccond  and 
third  year  did  not  rei^iieot  our  neutrality'!'  To  Uiid  it  may  Iw 
fturely  iirisMvred  lltat  in  so  TRAR  o(  the  litpublic  ftaa  Franr^  rp- 
npfrJrd  tnir  ueutrtdUtf.  It  is  [inMiimed  thai  Mr.  Faurliet  rannot 
adduce  >.>»«  rxaniph  in  wliich  a  FrL-ncb  cruitier  OD^vtiug  tviih  (•iieoiy 
property  in  au  .American  ship  has  c!omp1iod  with  the  treaty  of 
1778.  If  llierc  have  been  any  such  oitte^,  they  are  \*ty  fi^w.  aivt 
must  be  lost  in  cumpariiiuu  with  tiii!  fifiei-a  or  twenty  millionc  of 
ddllurH  ivliieb  liavr  bci-n  rnvi^bed  from  t.mr  boiie»t  imiuslry.  Tbo 
neM  question  of  Mr.  FaTichet.  alliiiling  lo  the  iniereourse  bctnceu 
the  Directory  and  tbeir  avoited  friend  Monroe,  is  a  cmel  tQiult  to 
ihose  whose  InterestJ*  ivorc  de|iciiiding.  Unhappily  for  tlie  Uniffd 
Sfnteji,  lliia  muu  alwiiys  uiistook  llie  tlilereKl  of  Franee  for  tite  iiiii-r- 
eet  of  Ui»  own  countrj-,  m  he  does  Jaculnn  tyranny  for  rational 
liberty.  Educated  liy  JeFFKR.iDK.  he  believes  that  ibe  obotni- 
nabie  iiyslem  kept  up  in  France  io  the  Daiae  of  RepubtioMiism 
oujiht  to  be  iiHtunili/eil  and  (.Itenshed  iii  tlie  Vnitrd  tHules,  mvl 
that  we^  vritli  the  irrctcbed  lUaves  of  France,  ought  to  be  one 
people. 

llavinj;  criiniiml««3  the  conduct  of  the  Ckitkd  States,  Mr. 
Fauehtu  tinderiakfs  lo  aeeoiint  for  our  apoflbisy  by  saying  that. 
afleT  tlie  exile  of  Fayrttk  and  the  lutirKler  of  the  king,  tlie  Ukv- 
obition  wan  viewed  with  a  le>t*  favorable  eye  by  WA^insoTfiX, 
and  thai  nil  those  perj^ons  whoiie  reputation  and  6er\'icea  might 
give   iJieiu  iaHneoce  with   liita  had  joined  and  eDcoura^oU  hia 
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hostile  dispoflition.  From  this  general  description,  however,  he 
excepted  Jkfferson,  the  Modltries,  Livingstojo,  Clinton, 
and  Samuel  Adams.  It  is  not  proper  absolutely  to  deny  the 
truth  of  this  explanation,  fiince  it  is  not  wholly  unfounded.  It  is 
well  known  that  the  first  news  of  a  proposed  reform  in  the  French 
government  was  heard  in  every  country  with  pleasure  and  delight 
hy  all  good  men ;  but  it  is  also  known  that  long  before  the  murder 
of  the  king  every  statesman  in  JSurope  and  America  saw,  and  every 
honest  one  deplored,  that  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  the  French 
people  were  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  lawless  ambition  of  their  Jacobin 
leaders.  This  sentiment  was  every  day  confirmed  by  new  events, 
and.  having  become  common  to  the  upright  and  enlightened  every- 
where, would  have  soon  prevailed  among  all  classes  of  people, 
if  there  had  not  been  in  every  community  some  men  who  were 
interested  to  counteract  it.  Whether  the  men  named  by  Mr. 
Fauchet  were  of  this  description,  the  country  will  judge.  And  let 
them  also  judge  whether  Washington,  who  supports  and  is  sup- 
ported by  the  wise  and  good,  ought  not  to  have  abandoned  those 
who  were  engaged  in  the  universal  destruction  of  liberty  and 
order. 

From  the  Columbian  CerUivd,  Oct.  4,  1800. 

Mr.  Rdssell,  —  Those  who  are  accustomed  to  observe  the 
course  of  diplomatic  affairs,  and  the  "  skill  "  practised  by  the  French 
in  their  intercourse  with  other  nations,  will  not  be  surprised  at  the 
elaborate  and  insidious  article  on  the  subject  of  our  envoys,  which 
is  taken  from  a  Paris  paper. 

Those  who  recollect  the  fulminations  of  Mr.  Adet  at  the  period 
of  our  last  Presidential  election,  when  terror  was  the  order  of  the 
day,  will  not  wonder  at  the  svseet  expressions  of  respect  toward  our 
envoys,  now  the  system  of  terror  is  suspended  and  the  old  system  of 
intriffue  resumed. 

But  this  same  paper,  which  would  encourage  us  to  believe  that 
the  differences  between  the  two  countries  will  be  soon  removed, 
tells  us  pretty  plainly  that  France  will  insist  upon  the  same  pro- 
vision respecting  ships-of-war,  privateers,  and  prizes  as  is  contained 
in  Mr.  Jay's  treaty,  although  it  is  supposed  that  no  such  provision 
can  be  made  on  our  part  without  a  violation  of  our  faith.  But  I 
would  inquire  upon  what  ground  France  will  support  this  extraor- 
dinary demand.     She  will  not  say  to  the  American  people,  whom 
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ulip  f>ftpn  ftilclre.vies,  *'  Voii  had  no  ri^lit.  (o  ^la)t.^  tliio  Bliimlation." 
Tiii»  hns  licver  been  Baid,  I  tc'liovt',  eren  to  lA«  populace.  Will  the 
uy,  ''ThU  siijiiilutton  impainid  the  right  ot  France  as  socorH)  \if 
fottncr  treatitit  "?  Tli»  cannot  Im;  auirl  with  uuili.  For  ihis  aatn« 
&rtirie  in  Mr.  Jny'a  iPimly  wliirli  (tintiiiiiH  \\w  i>tlp»lalion  fsprew)/ 
provides  that  it  shnll  not  oftrvate  rontrwy  to  jormrr  e.rUli»ff  treatia. 
Will  she  iUl(.>ge  that  Uie  Vnitni  Stala  firal  linikv  thu  Xteaij  ol 
1778,  which  secured  lo  France  the  atipithttioii  whiuh  thu  ttuw 
wishes  to  muko'?  Kvt-ry  pa;;**  uf  llii^  lU'voluriouiirT'  hi-Mory  iniiU 
ooiifiite  this :  uud  hvr  It^^Klalive  rt*oords  tvill  (nuve  that  (.he  aiithnr- 
ixM  the  riiilHlinn  uf  thul  Ircnly  from  IMnr.  I7!l.1,  so  that  oar  nwn 
law  nf  July  7,  1719K,  in  little  Etlne  Uiaa  a  iWlaratian  uf  thu  pffvcU 
flowing!  rrom  Iht*  violiitions  of  France.  Will  the  Frcnrh  govern- 
ni<!i)r  ftity  [hat  a  Bcnse  of  propriety  or  jnstioe  to  (heir  riliieiis  for- 
bids tlibin  to  Buikc  n  treaty  with  ua  which  doet)  not  put  them  on 
the  ftiinje  routing  with  the  Riiglinh?  If  thi«  were  rarrvut.  all 
treatifta  hIiohM  [»■  iilik(<;  wh«rfA.<i  it  is  mfUcieiit  that  ihry  ar<>  fair, 
eqtuil,  and  rt>cipnM?al  bi'twuvn  the  piirUvs,  or  t»ui'h  as  tht^r  »li&il 
Qftl^roiu  so.  Ilaru  the  Fi-oiieh  cboiton  to  forget  that  provioiH  to 
the  treaty  nf  Hr.  Jay.  itiid  aftcrwurti  until  the  nnitutmeiii  uf  tlw 
French  treaty  was  dei-lurc4  by  Congn^K^.  En^m\d  wiu  in  the  emtno 
prpdicMUieht  in  n-Iatioii  \xi  th«  point  in  qii«>.4liiin  thai  France  t« 
rjuw?  And  Vf't  Kiigittiid  was  rciuly  lo  nisko  an  etpiii^hlH  and 
nimciildp  ndjtf^tinpiit  of  nil  dilTi>n;ttci-ti,  without  compliiiiiing  of  this 
Btijnilaiioh  (.-sifitinj;^  hciweuii  us  and.  Fraact, 

It  will  be  vecn  by  all  who  are  not  wilfully  blind  that  tJi«  eon* 
duct  of  llw*  Vnitfd  Sfiitfs  hill  bf*n  perfectly  nalnrft).  honrst.  aijd 
fair  in  the  whole  of  this  prtMiciMliiif^.  and  thai  the  LtimpUint  of 
France  u  without  any  youd  reaM>n.  In  177S,  when  w«  sppr«- 
hfmkd  dangler  from  tlic  power  and  l-he  hoMile  dinpitHiiion  of  Eng- 
Innd.  wo  ro-'iproi-nirnl  wirh  France,  amniiy^  other  things,  a  eeriain 
(.■xohislve  rtlipulntioii  n-bttivt-  u>  markiniL-  riubtt),  whitli  nafc  thouifht 
suital)l<:  li>  the  inlcn^srii  ami  viuwa  of  both  ihi:  parties,  In  |7:*1, 
we  stipulatetl  in  n  ainiilar  nianii«r  with  England,  hut  proriiM 
against  the  oiwratitui  of  it  toward  those  who  had  prior  risihu 
Becnrifl  by  troaiy.  France  choite,  however,  to  break  (he  treaty  hy 
wbidi  f\\v  hidd  this  prior  right,  and  of  cxinfiei|iience  her  riflil 
ceased.  If  Ihiti  i^  inconvenient  or  injurioas.  she  rouitt  blame  htf 
own  i!ondiia.  and  not  that  of  tlie  Umttd  State$,  Ut>ubllt>H<>.  llio 
C0D8e([uence  wag  foreseen ;  hut  il  was  vainly  believed  in  /Vtux* 
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that  they  could  reap  the  double  advantage  of  keeping  as  bound 
and  being  free  themselves,  and  whatever  should  be  wauting  of 
justice  should  be  amply  made  up  by  intrigue  or  by  force. 

One  of  the  American  People. 


from  the  Columbian  Centiiuil,  Oct.  11,  1800, 

Mh.  Russell,  —  Among  the  judicious  comments  with  which 
you  accompanied  the  publication  of  the  Pari$  article  respecting  our 
envoys,  I  was  rejoiced  to  see  that  you  considered  the  proposition 
relative  to  neutral  bottoms  as  a  mere  "  lullaby."  It  is,  indeed, 
unfortunate  that,  on  a  subject  of  such  moment  to  the  United  States, 
so  much  lias  been  at  different  times  addressed  to  our  passions  and 
so  little  to  our  understanding,  and  that  our  enemies  still  cherish 
the  belief  tliat  we  will  sacrifice  our  most  substantial  interests  to 
our  vanity,  pride,  or  mistaken  avarice. 

The  vexation  and  ojipression  which  the  commerce  of  neutrals  ia 
liable  to  suffer  from  belligerent  nations  will  never  be  essentially 
mitigated  until  adequate  means  are  mutually  agreed  on  to  satisfy 
the  latter  tliat  the  property  of  their  enemies  is  not  covered.  This 
can  only  be  done  by  particular  stipulations  between  nation  and 
nation.  Although  it  may  be  diHtcult  by  convention  to  secure  to 
belligerents  and  neutrals  the  full  and  free  exercise  of  all  the  rights 
they  respectively  claim,  yet,  if  there  is  a  sincere  disposilion  in  the 
parties,  all  may  be  secured  that  are  important,  and  that  can  be 
reasonably  insisted  on.  But  when  will  this  salutary  arrangement 
take  place,  if  the  neutrals  themselves  do  not  promote  it,  but  cuter 
into  the  absurd  projects  of  one  of  the  war  parties  against  the  other? 
A  moment's  reflection  would  satisfy  any  unprejudiced  mind  that 
France,  while  inferior  to  Enyland  in  maritime  force,  will  never 
be  reconcile<l  to  any  system  respecting  neutrals  which  cannot  be 
made  a  shield  for  her  own  commerce  in  a  time  of  war  with  that 
power.  "While,  on  the  contrary,  every  system  convertible  to  such 
a  purpose  will  certainly  be  opposed  by  England,  or  by  any  pre- 
dominant maritime  power,  since  to  every  sucli  power  this  system 
might,  and  sometimes  would,  be  more  injurious  than  the  arms  of 
the  neutral  in  open  war.  It  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  the  delusions 
which  have  already  beguiled  us  to  the  very  eilge  of  a  dangerous 
precipice.     It  is  a  proof  of  the  contempt  which  the  French  feel  for 
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thofle  whom  ihej  addreis  tliftt  they  repeat  these  stale  tricks,  and 
still  expect  to  be  believed  when  they  profess  respect  for  the  ri^ts 
of  nations,  for  they  know  and  are  proud  of  the  distinction.  Since 
the  period  when  imperial  Some  lorded  it  over  enslaved  natiMU, 
no  people  so  insultingly,  ootrageonsly,  and  cmelly  tyrannized  over 
others  as  the  French.  They  admit  no  rights  but  those  of  the 
sword.  It  is  too  plain,  therefore,  to  be  mistaken  by  any  but  the 
wilfully  blind  that  all  the  doctrines  and  dogmas  of  the  French 
relative  to  free  bottoms,  &c.,  are  vile  artifices  practised  on  the 
neutrals,  to  engage  them  against  a  nation  whom,  if  they  could  ccm- 
qaer  or  destroy,  they  could  then  hope  for  the  consummation  of 
their  wislies  in  the  conquest  of  the  rest  of  the  world. 

One  of  ths  Ambbicak  People 
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niition  from  the  Senate,  72.  His 
manner  in    debate;    I'resident  of 
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Boston  Branch  of  Uniled  States 
Bank,  78.  Ttikes  clmr^e  of  the 
son  of  Lafayetie,  86,  'Jl.  Mutives 
in  resigning  from  Henate,  95,  1)0. 
Itctirement  from  politics  ;  take§ 
no  part  in  campaign  of  1796-117; 
Hia  opininne  as  to  dutica  of  dec- 
tors  at  tlii«  time;  favors  Mr. 
Adams,  1)8.  Proposed  by  Hamil- 
ton and  Ames  for  first  French 
commission,  1)1),  102,  Foliticat  ac- 
tivity in  171)7  ;  oppusition  to 
French  mission,  1(W.  Sympathy 
with  President's  meirnHge,  171)8, 
107.  Recommends  S.  Williams 
for  Hanibur{{  consulsliip,  109. 
Opinion  of  Monroe,  110.  Opin- 
ion of  farowell  nddrexs,  111. 
Urged  by  Wolcott  to  support 
administration,  118.  Newspaper 
wricinKx  in  support  of  administra- 
tion, 12^1.  Circular  letter  to  Feit- 
erfllisis,  urging  (hem  to  support 
administration,  124-127.  Opin- 
ions In  regard  to  French  relations, 
12»-1:M).  Writes  letter  to  leading 
Federalists,  urging  stnmg  meas- 
ures, l-^U-132.  UpitiioDB  as  to 
an  embargo,  131.  Opposition  to 
Frencli  mission,  i:i3,  lU,  W,  138. 
Approves  President's  policy,  1:W, 
140.  Hecommends  H.  Williams 
for  consul  at  London,  142.  Re- 
newed political  exertions,  1708; 
dt'clines  secretaryship  of  navy, 
144.  Opinion  on  altiiir  of  niajor- 
generals ;  letter  to  Mr.  Adams 
against  changing  the  order,  14ti, 
]i35.  Defence  of  MurnliHil,  147, 
176,  17(i.  Opinions  of  French, 
and  of  our  policy  in  regard  to 
tliem,  160-102.  Heasons  for  de- 
clining secretaryship  of  navy,  1&6- 
168.  Opinions  as  to  naval  policy, 
lij'.).  Opinion  on  affair  of  niiijor- 
generals,  164,  ItiM.  170,  171. 
Feelings  toward  (!erry.  and  opin- 
ion of  liis  cliaractcr,  HiH,  UVJ,  18.")- 
18f'j.  Opinions  as  to  electoral  law, 
ISD,  190.  Favors  war  witli 
France,  100.  Opposition  to  peace 
policy,  and  nomination  of  Mur- 
ray, 195.  Dread  of  party  divi- 
sions arising  from  noniinntion  of 
Murray,  210,  211.  Objects  to 
newspaper  discussions  of  the 
President,  and  to  interference  of 
Senate,  212.  F'eelings  in  regard 
to  charge  of  Britiali  faction,  213, 


214.  Opposition  l»  Murray's 
nomination.  224.  225.  Opinions 
of  John  Adams's  nut  consulting 
cabinet,  227,  228,  230,  231.  Din- 
ner  and  interview  with  John 
Adams,  228,  2:».  Writes  but 
does  nut  publish  six  papers  re- 
flecting on  peace  policy,  237,  240. 
Opinions  of  British  flnances,  244- 
246.  Fears  of  results  of  French 
commission,  249,  250.  Indigna- 
tion at  dismissal  of  Picliering, 
260,  272,  And  at  cry  of  British 
faction,  261.  Opinion  as  to  course 
of  partv  in  ensuing  election,  '2Qi, 
288,  2t^.  Hamilton's  pamphlet, 
202,  2ti3.  Opinions  as  to  Presi- 
dent's French  policy,  205.  As  to 
taxation,  200.  Opinions  of  Brit- 
ish government,  270,  271.  Sup- 
ports John  Adams,  but  prefers 
Pinckn?y  as  President,  281,  28:!, 
285,  2t5U.  Advice  to  Hamilton  as 
to  his  pamphlet.  285-287.  Ob- 
jections to  Hamilton's  pamphlet, 
288,  289.  Refuses  to  visit  Mr. 
Adams,  295.  Opinion  on  Wol- 
cott's  resignation,  296,  297.  Crit- 
icism of  Hamilton's  pamphlet, 
299.  300.  Retired  life  after  1801, 
301,  302,  323.  Retimval  to  Bos- 
Ion,  302,  329.  Dissolves  partner* 
ship  with  Jos.  Lee  ;  death 
of  his  son  Kdward  ;  death 
of  Hamilton,  303.  Subscribes  Co 
fund  for  Colonel  Pickering,  and 
to  that  for  benefit  of  Hamilton's 
family,  a03.  304.  Trustee  of 
Hamilton  fund,  and  disposition 
of  the  same,  304-310.  Opposed 
to  intrigues  in  behalt  of  Burr,  310. 
Opinion  of  Jefferson,  of  Madison, 
and  Uallatin,  311.  Of  true  pol- 
icy for  Federalists,  811,  312. 
Opinions  ot  Jefferson's  removals 
from  office;  of  attack  of  judi- 
ciary; opposes  scheme  of  separa- 
tion in  l»l)4.  3i:i,  341,  347.  fakes 
part  in  indignation  meeting  on 
ndmiralty  decisions,  314.  Reluc- 
tance to  do  this,  315.  Opposition 
to  embargo  policy,  31b,  317. 
Opinion  of  Hamilton,  348.  Fa- 
vors alliance  with  Hngland,  364, 
3(w,  372,  373.  Considers  repara- 
tion offered  for  "Chesapeake" 
sufficient,  305,  366.  Opposition 
to  eniliargo,  306.  Dread  and  in- 
digDatioii  at  accusation  of  "  Brit- 
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l»ti  flipllon."  3(17,  SftB.  aftV  Vnlit- 
k'lil  Kctivity:  eltvicd  lo  govcr- 
nor**  onunvil,  tfjt).  Grief  for 
Aino*'*  tieath.  HGV.  870.  Tnkt-a 
vliarge  of  Ainc»'»  |»«|>or»,  371J. 
Oppwitian  lu  »i:lit'iue*  u(  i^iMra- 
tlon,  a*0.  S'l.  Opinion*  on  pol- 
iey  of  A(  I  mi  nil  in  lit)  II,  itTI.  Grief 
for  ilratli  of  Ills  iDti  Chnrli'S,  371. 
diin|iloi»  retinrfufnt :  opinions  of 
war  of  181J,  all  41»  (.■liwen 
PrrM^vnt  "f  ll»rifuril  Cunn-iiliun, 
410,610.  liWutes  lo  lake  pnri  in 
"ChMAtx-nkc"  IndiKTiiiliiin  rnent- 
inK*.  't?**-  IVnlfiiaroas  In  jnuma) 
of  llMrtfonJ  {'iiti«i-nlii>n,  61  K>.  Ilii 
obJe(.'l*  in  aiiending  llartfonl 
Coiivvtilion,  &lll.  KvtirirniMit 
after  18)5.  fi61.  Opiniuns  on 
nmioption  sml  free  Inido.  (18(5- 
Ht8.  Oi.-L'U[Miiona  aiii)  fmnii/ 
durinii  but  rran  of  liii  life,  uStt. 
nioeM  mil  d«alh,  6<llt.  IVdoukI 
ippoamncv,  009,  &T0.  Itb  con- 
V(!nat)onal  powrn,  Sil.  MtitWt 
•nil  n-tirin)c  (lispririlliAn,  KS.  Piv 
littcal  opjnitiii*.  674.  67'''».  Avpr- 
(ton  to  qiijtrrvU,  f>'6,  &'0.  liiAu- 
enoe  In  BoUnn,  'i'tt,  WT.  Literary 
tMtn  Hivl  ii(-i'iii»iiiiim,  &77.  Re- 
li((ioUs  view*.  u7tl.  roUlival 
•rritinj(»,  liKI-tiOO, 

Ciitwl,  ueorge,  Mr»-,  character  of, 
12. 

Catiol.  name  nnd  family  of,  1-7. 
ScrrU'vii  in  Krviriiiiinn,  IS,  14. 

Oiibtii.  Snmiiel,  sgent  under  Jay 
In-Mty.  UK). 

CftlteniW,  J,  T.  tii"  quarrel  with 
Jcflvnon,  481.  d32. 

■■  Canxilliia."  H  and  nolo. 

Cannini.  (ii^rit*.  IWff  tra  I'inknpy 
in  ime.  S09,  400.  Arru)tanL-e  uf, 
471. 

Carroll.  CTmrlw.  politk-al  onitibns  In 
1808.  4U0. 

Caallprea!!)!.  I.uixl,  drmamli  ccMioti 
of  Wtf*ti>rn  'IVrrilorj',  fi2S. 

Cliatnpapiy,  letter  on1i>rLng  United 
Stalei  to  iiu  li;  wur.  819. 

CliKw.  }^mu«l.liniieaohiBi>ntDf.4S0, 
4ol.  4.i7. 

"  Che**pmikc."  afTsiT  tif  tlip.  afiS.  374. 
St7,  :t7H,  470.     Hi'parntiuti  for,  a*> 

Cixirvh,  John  B.,  cxvcnCor  of  llani- 

llti>ri'«  >«ill,  lUff.  800.310. 
Civil  Mrrvia^,  Itiiitirncf  of  urnaton 

in  regard  lo  appoinimtntft  to,  43. 


rUy,  Kpnry.  17- 

CliiUun,  Ut-nrR?,  vandidaie  for  VTce- 

lYiKidrmy  in  X'Vi.bl.    CImk  «iiu 

in   ITU::.  OU.     Indui'noc    In   Nrv 

York,  nm. 
Coin,  duvive  un,  42. 
Conrvniion* :  ai  Convord  1oflxp<ricm, 

1&.    To  frain*  State  Cumtitucion, 

tV.    Td  adoiit  Ow  Conititutioii. 

24.  SO. 
Cniincil,  Hriliuli,  orrltrrr  in,  MS.  WU. 
Coxtf,  'IViicli,  ofllcinl  miM-Awluci  of, 

140,  Utf.    rnblivatiua  of  Air.  AjI- 

am*'!  leili-r,  '£i6. 
Crtilon.  <'.>iiiit.  tm. 
Otoii.  8ti-iilii.li  and  lUlph,  chanifr 

tvn  of.  a-JH. 
"  Caniut."  author  of,  M,  note. 
CuitinB.  •!•  B,.notv  on.  111.    lottl^ 

view  with  Mr.  Calmt,  lO. 


D. 


Hte 


DAi,t»s,  A.  J.,  92  and   note. 

flnam-ial  ntMiurrt.  GA]. 
Dalluii,  Tri*t«iu),  invcmrdwl  bjr  Mr. 

Cnbol.  JW, 
I>ii[ia,  Kr^ncla.  luinmied  for  Frvndi 

niminiMian.  101,  !tl7,  note. 
Dune.  Nalluin.  ^8  uid  uulv.     Clia^' 

nctpr  of.  o48. 
l>'Aru(iJo,  accounl  of  Fnmd)  eo^ 

nit>liun.  'i14. 
D»vi,-,  T)ioRMu,SI7. 
IJATit.  Tliomn*.  trwtee  of  UnutUloa 

ftind,  SII4.  KIO 
Daytnn.  .Intinilian,  lifMI,  note. 
IVfirli'irn.  Uwiry.  173,  imir.  4tI7. 
IJiTn>(,-mt»,ii'ilii-y  in  ITDS,***.    Opin- 
ion! of   l-'rencli  coniim  V"  I, 

RuMwrl  Krwm-c  ami    ii 

land,  401,402-     Dewoi- — ^i, 

4fi6. 
nerby,  n..  1«,  86. 
Di'Xter,  8itmurl,  flS  tml  not«.  SM.. 

Secretary  of  War,  lAU.    <>|»iniiia1 

of    AdHm*    anil    .fvlTcrwin,    3S1. 

Pemot-raiic    uiiididale    for    got- 

rrnur,  607. 
Doruliofiier,  Cord.  iiKwch  to  Wmi- 

em  Indinnn.  fii. 
Dti  Dm-.  Mr..  pro|m»ilion  to  fortify 

ilciiion.  4^I7- 
llKtiilii,  'niwjiloTe.  le«llinnnr  m  ii 

jwurnal  of  C"ti»iiiiiiin.  MO. 

reiary  of  Conventi'in.  610. 
Dwight,  Theodore,  Dr.,  804.  note 
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E. 

Edttabdb,  Fisrrei>omt,  818,  note, 
457. 

EWctoral  law,  18fl,  IW,  886. 

Ellaworth,  Oliver,  67.  Cum  mi  shi  on- 
er to  France,  223.  234.  Opiniiin 
of  Krench  ncgotiationB,  237,  238, 
242,  24S,  247,  note.  Visits  Mr. 
Cabot,  824. 

Embargo,  opinions  of  Mr.  Cabot  as 
to,  in  17H7.  181.  Effect  on  New 
England.  3ti7,  368,  876,  874.  8<J7. 
8(W.  Futility  of,  478, 474.  Effect 
on  Federalist  party,  474.  How 
first  received  in  New  Enitlnnd,  47(1. 
Effi-cl  on  New  England,  4B0,  481. 
Repeal  of,  494. 

Englanil,  her  course  in  1703,  ber 
blunders,  (15.  Mission  to  in  17<)4, 
67.  Relations  with  in  1794,  76, 
78.  Admiralty  decisions,  314, 4u7. 
Diplomacy  of,  817.  Negotiations 
with  France  in  1803.  331.  382.  3;t3. 
Proposed  invasion  of.  334. 347,  362. 
True  policy  of  toward  Uiiitod 
States,  3B2-38«.  Treala  United 
States  better  than  France,  4U3. 
Demands  of  in  1814,  687. 

Eppes.  John,  fiSC.  and  note. 

Erskine,  Mr.,  Iiis  negotiation,  496, 
4y7. 

Essex  Bridge,  13.  31. 

Essex  •hinto.  account  of,  17-22. 

Eustis,  Dr.  William,  82  and  note,  171. 


F. 

FAncHET.  his  intrigue  with  Ran- 
dolph, Ul,  1)4.  Strictures  on  his 
pnmphlet.  o»l,  697. 

Federalists,  difflcnlt  position  as  a 
minority  in  I79.'J,  66.  Carry  a 
bill  fur  foundation  of  navy,  )794. 
67.  I'lot  to  disAolve  Uni<m  in 
1795.  71.  Strength  of  party  spirit 
among,  147.  Coinimsitiun  of,  and 
feeling  in  regard  to  Murray's 
nomination,  191],  I'J4.  ('omlitiim 
of  in  1799.  214,215.  Dissensions 
of.  2WV-263.  Defeat  of,  2t>3.  2ii4. 
DifBcultics  iif,  iiW.  2iiU.  Forced 
to  support  Mr.  AilmnM,  2^8.  True 
policy  of,  321.  Defeat  in  Massa- 
chusetts in  1H08.  891.  Origin  and 
true  meaning  of  name  of,  413. 
Achievements  and  ditHculties  of, 


414.  415.     Always    in  minority, 

415,  417.  Secret  of  their  suc- 
cess and  failure.  417.  418.  Their 
■cliievemems,  418.  Federalism  in 
New  England,  410.  Their  opinion 
of  the  French  Revolution,  420. 421. 
Reasons  for  their  hatred  of  Jeffer- 
son, 422.  For  concentrating  it  un 
him,424.  Theirnaval  policy, 428, 
429.  Policy  in  regard  to  Louisi- 
ana, 434.  Opinions  as  to  West 
India  trade,  468,  469.  Foreign 
policy  of  in  1806,  460.  401,  4U2. 
Policy  in  1806.  469.  Policy  after 
rejection  of  treaty.  472.  Attack 
the  embargo,  477.  478.  Real  ob- 
jects of  in  1807-8,  481,  482. 
Had  no  knowledge  of  Henry,  487. 
Political  opinions  of  in  1808,  488- 
494.  Opposition  to  the  war,  5U4. 
Satisfaction  with  results  of  Hart- 
ford Convention,  624.  668.  De- 
light at  peace  ;  adoption  of  their 
principles  in  government,  626. 
Their  part  in  system  of  taxation 
in  1814,  686. 

Fish.  Nicholas,  executor  of  Hamil- 
ton's wiU.  308.  809,  810. 

Fisheries,  bill  to  encourage,  88,  41. 
Mr.  Cabot  chairman  of  commit- 
tee on,  39.  Tjetternn  to  Hamilton, 
46-48.  I..etterfrom  S.  Higginsim 
on.  51.  Letters  to  Sewall  on,  1 13- 
116. 

Foster,  Augustus,  his  negotiation, 
500. 

France,  politics  of  and  feelings  of 
Federalists  toward,  62,  63,  64. 
Relations  with  in  1703,  74.  Rela- 
tions with  in  17'J4,  76,  78.  Diftt- 
culties  with  in  17!)7,  117.  Condi- 
tion (if  in  1799.  267.  Negotiations 
within  1800,289,21)0.  I'owerand 
objects  of,  and  dangers  from,  581- 
588.  Intrigues  in  United  States, 
588,  5S'.».  Jacobinism  in.  689-591. 
IK-ceiiful  policy  of,  697-000. 

Francis,  Tench.  230. 

Freeman,  Nathaniel.  173.  note. 

Frelinghuysen.  Fred..  95. 

Freneau,  Philip,  edits  "  National 
Gaai-lte."  59. 

Fresiel.  Mr.,  tutor  to  young  Lafay- 
ette. 86-91. 

Fries,  pardon  of,  275. 

Fugitives  from  justice,  bill  for  re- 
clahning,  62. 


39 


010 


GENERAL   INDEX. 


O. 

Oailatix,  AtnKRT.  <?r.nrMtc.I  <W- 
lioii  nflo  Situate. ^n,lH8.  FiiiHiirial 
nolicj-,  i'2'.».     HeiKirt  atuicking  (ho 

Genet,  hi*  .irrirat  in  Anmrica,  ftS. 
111b  (^nmlling  iroopa,  iQ. 

(ii-iir);itt.  irpiirntUni  in,  h'Ji. 

Gt-rrj.  Klliriilsv.  iirjti-'l  ''v  Mr.  A<1- 
umt  for  thii  French  cumnitMion, 
101.  Clinmri«rnf.l(H.  DcfcDfli-il 
bj  Mr.  Adams.  140.  Mr.  (_.'nl>ot'« 
owinion  ul'.  lUB.  \m.  AUitath-  of, 
Htlcr  rvliirn  from  Kn«nce.  HW.  1"t, 
17-J,  174.  i:i,  I7ij,  17!*.  lyo.  Van- 
•li'liiU'  for  govatnoT,  27t.  Con- 
duct  In  r«(;iiril  tn  Mt  hrotlicr,  S.  It. 
Gerry,  the  colliti-ir,  Xili.  Con- 
nrdion  wilh  John  llfiirj',  4St. 

fth*nt,  tniiiy  of,  WW- 

Gilv«,  William  B,  atuick  tin  Raniil- 
lon,  41.  l>ciu)ii)>l  fur  ]iapcra  in 
Krcnel)  n^gotlniii^ni.  Hi.  Il|>- 
pikoea  reiienl  nf  einliargo.  HM. 
Atlntko  tht'  Ju.lidKr>-.  428.  4m, 
4W.  41^1.  J,  <j  AdBRu'i  friend- 
ihiii  with  itnd  opinion  of,  4TA. 

Gill.  MoeH.  'i3S. 

Gondhiie,  l)Kiu«inin,  M  C,  AS.  SeiS 
e«.l»  Mr,  Cnliiii  in  Sviialv,  7S,  170. 
Opinivii  of  Mnrshiill,  11% 

Gore.  (Iiriitiiplier,  wnliii|r>  in  new*- 
|»«pi'rs>l.  licpfimmr-nileilliy  Mr. 
CiIh)!  fur  co(ijiJiiii!ti<)[it'r  miili-r  Jnjr 
IreHtv.  1*4.  CoiiimiinioiHT  to  l^in- 
don,  IS'J.  Oiiiiiixui  uH  lit  ireallilK 
with  Fmiuv.  IW.  A»  li>  iriBiy 
with  F.iikImiO,  IB7.  ReL-ompiu-nikU 
!•>■  Mr  Cninit  fur  miiiiiter  to  St 
]Vtpnt>uf)(.  iTJ'J  Klombrr  of  F«il> 
tmlisl  {'oiivfiiiioii  in  tgttH,  »H7. 
ilvnilt  tM>miiiliie«aiciiit»l«DttJ«nCv, 
41  la. 

Gniy.  Willinm.  Kft.  Dole,  12^ 

Gr«IiviUt<.  Lunl,  nule  to  Talleymnd, 
LTO. 

GriiwciM,  Roger,  ilirathri  M  I.yon, 
1>M.  Sll  niul  now.  ThnMieus 
•epHtviion.  436.  Shun-  in  M-nft- 
rabit  fchoniff  of  imi,  4»a  Ke- 
■■•[•  cnII  fur  militii  in  Ittll^,  filit- 


H. 

Hahiltos.  ALStASDRR.  frieniblii|> 
lor  Mr.  L'«l>ol,^,^6,     AMlMeO  by 


Mr.  C«bnc  in  flnjmcUl  mminrra,  4 1 
Rvpliv*  to  "  Nntionjd  liAUltr."  )MI 
Allu-lu  nn,  in  Cnn^ro*,  I7'Ji- 
M,  61.  l'rii|Ki»et  a.iiil  l»  prit* 
pOMd  for  Kiifih'li  tniuion  in  lilkl, 
C7.  tSulxliiiM  wliI«kvT  rtl>vllii>D, 
U>.  Sloncl  ut  |>uh(tc  niFfttiiii  on 
Jny  treniy,  »8.  t^re  <if  ynnn^ 
I^fnyelte.  87.  Ut,  ()|>itiki>n'aa  \i> 
rNiiHciilion  of  J«y  Irv-nty,  M. 
CoitrM'  ilurinit  Ptitiiltiitial  cam- 
miuti  vf  IT'^Ml,  M.  Hehi-rne  fur 
Fr«iK.-h  vnminiislon.  W.  IIHC.  Af* 
fair  of  Ri«JLif')cei)cral»,  I4&.  iK 
Woiliil  nol  (t-rTf,  if  iitirnTBpilciil  liy 
Kiiix.  164.  Atu<-k  oil  Mr  Adntu*, 
SGA  3'.3.  Dinih  r>f.  ami  cSnI 
on  Puderol  po«y,  803,  4Mi  l»ro- 
viEJon  for  family  of,  904.  SIU. 
Opinion  of  tei«rati*1  kIw^ip  in 
IWl.  813.  Action  in  rk>uanl  in 
■■.■jianttiat  tchvnie  of  18M,  4$7. 
4(W. 

llHininund.  Mr.,  BriiHh  minister. IM. 

UanvxK^lc.  John,  opfHi»)tinn  to.  in 
17MJ,  IT.  2a.  U4.  I-o«ilion  at  llm« 
of  CunfcnlioH  of  17Ht>,  24,  S&. 
Lore  of  flattery,  'JX2. 

Hnrptt.  I^)bl;'^t  Goudloe.  noiff  on, 
l.'.i,  28(1.  Coiidtit-t  in  I'lL-kcrlnj 
Imn^nchmenl,  4&I. 

HartiunI  Convrnlinn.  tuts  not  tweq 
trc«t»i]  hi*iorii.'Ml|)',4lO.  SonrcM 
of  infonnKli^n  for  Ijijiorr  of.  411, 
4rj.  Atiirunitvil,  fi"'.'!  'i"i-nn»  of 
ap|K>lntntcnt :  charnrirr*  of  inrm- 
Ix-m,  (i4l'i.  Siip]Kirti-il  Uy  ntnjorilr 
of  pvogile.  Mi.  »tH.  J.»irna1  »r, 
fiiM,  5111.  I(e|>on<iran<tlyii->l,Qlt- 
&I6.  RcHil  ul'Jret*  of,  blH,  SIO. 
Ailnpta  doctrinr  of  nullttk**- 
lion,  fiJQ.  UiH-otutiiutionalJtv  at. 
Ui\. 

llaijicTal,  5[oiN.,  a|[unt  of  TalJey 
ninil,  174. 

IIcuTv,  John,  c-fanntckr  Knd  bistarr 
1.1,  lei-lrts. 

lU-nrv.  I'liiriok.  commiMitMipr  to 
Ktrtn.e.  *i.*3. 

IIiKKJiinoo.  Sto;>1irn.  SI.  23. 153. 170. 
17:^  217.  (>|)ini<)n  of  •etuntial 
aL'liemenf  IMH.  tSU.  453, 

Kill.  IIiii;!!.  Oiplaiii,  1.1. 

HilllioiiH.-,  Jnim-*,  li-tirr  nf.  Ml. 
"  Old  SM;Wni."  4iV\  Sluirv  ijl 
■epnrutiit  »clM.-nM.>  nflEKU.  i'J^. 

Miller,    Mr.    ret>la(Tt.-*l    by    Cnloaal'' 
L«e  at  mlleviur  of  ^>Alrtn,  3:17. 
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I. 


1)1  PRESS  VBKT,   neji^ttalioni   in    re- 
gnnl  to,  463.     Briliali  nute  on  in 

iHOti.  an. 

Iiiftenioll.  Jared,  103, 
Ireik-ll,  James,  visits  "  Greenbill," 
Mr.  Cabot's  home,  70. 


J. 

Jackrox,  Francis  Jakkb,  dittmiiial 
of.  4l)a 

Jauksun,  ticnry,  note  on,  176. 

Jackson,  James,  I>r.,  anecdote  of 
Mr  Caltot,  f)19. 

Jackson,  Jonathan,  note  on,  13o. 
Recommended  by  Mr.  Cabot  as 
eonunissioncT  on  British  debts, 
1^.     Hut  declines,  136. 

Jacoliin  dubs,  t>!'. 

Juy,  Ji>)in,  nominated  for  Knglish 
mission,  67.  Proposed  by  Humil- 
ton  for  t'roncli  commission,  102. 
roliliual  opinions  in  1(*08,  4aO, 

Jay  treaty,  delmte  on  in  House,  TO. 
Opinion  ill  MHSsadiusetts  on.  tJO. 
bl.  H2,  83,  84.  S5,  00.  Danper  of 
defeat  in  House,  and  action  of 
Senate,  HS. 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  anecdote  of  his 
lenrninf;  Spanisii,  26.  note.  As- 
sumes leadership  of  anti-Federal- 
isls.  sa.  40.  First  efforts  against 
tlie  Fi'dernlistg.  69,  Kstahlishes 
"  National  (Sazettc,"  5!>,  tiO.  Retires 
from  office,  but  not  I'rom  control 
of  party,  tifl,  67.  Opinion  of  Mr. 
Cabot, 68.     Aeciises  Federalists  of 

flot  to  dissolve  Union  in  17!l<>,  71, 
'niposeil  by  Hamilton  for  French 
coniniission,  101.  Foreiitii  policy 
and  embargo,  310, 317.  Restrained 
by  M.'idison  and  Gallatin  from 
pushing  liis  theories.  .3^4,  i)25.  His 
policy  to  the  Moors,  H'M.  His 
policy  in  1807,  -174.  Does  not  in- 
tend or  wish  war,  404,  405.  Re- 
turns from  Europe,  enters  cabinet 
and  forms  Democratic  party,  416, 
Rouses  hostility  In  Knglandi  un- 
able to  overciiine  Federalists,  417. 
His  avowed  principles  and  tlie  na- 
ture of  his  success,  422.  lllsplediies 
to  the  Federalists,  42>t.  421.  I'on- 
trol  of  his  party,  424,  425,  426. 
Fortunate  nniment  of  bis  ncees 
siun,  42t}.    His  first  measures,  426, 


427.  His  cabinet.  427.  Attack 
on  civil  service  and  the  judiciary, 
427,  428.  Ruin  of  the  navy, 
429.  Chanties  effected  by  ;  treat' 
ment  of    Mr.    Merry,   430.      His 

Suarrel  with  Callender,  431,  432. 
nvitatiun  to  I'aine,  432.  Naval 
and  gunboat  policy,  43S.  The 
Louisiana  policy,  433.  434.  Con- 
siders at^uisltion  of  I^uisiana 
unconstitutional,  434,  4;i6.  Ac- 
cepts renoniinatlon,  4.j5.  Gunboat 
and  fortification  policy.  466,  457, 
150,  4>)d.  Obtains  Medlterninean 
fund  :  bis  objects.  458.  Conduct  in 
the  I'eirue  affair,  45!'.  Forbids  trade 
with  Ilayli,  460,  Foreign  policy, 
460,  461.462,  Reasons  fiirreject- 
inn  treaty  in  1806,  468,  Position 
of  in  I8IW,  46».  ManairemenI  of 
'■Chesapeake  "affair,  470.  Policy 
sf^er  rejection  of  treaty,  471, 
Lays  the  embarjto,  473.  Grief  at 
repeal  of  emliartco,  4H4.  Close  of 
his  adndnistration,  495. 

Jones,  Merriweather,  448. 

Judiciary,  reform  of,  in  1802,  327, 
329.  Attack  on,  838,  Wi,  428, 
436. 

K. 

Kf.nt,  Javeb,  opinions  as  to  orders 
in  council  and  embargo,  6:}4. 

King,  Rufiis,  67.  Flan  to  dissolve 
the  Union  in  17H5,  71.  Gloomy 
view  of  foreign  affairs,  149.  Ne- 
gotiations with  Russia,  '2'A2.  Kf- 
forts  in  behalf  of  Hamilton's 
family,  306,  HOti,  Opinion  of 
separatist  scheme  in  1804.  314, 
439,  450.  Ability  of,  324.  Politi- 
cal opinions  in  1808,  491. 

Knowcr,  B.,  &4.5. 

Knox,  Henry,  conduct  in  aJTair  of 
nmjor-);encnils,  146,  146,  Hil.  164, 
17-3,  174.  Bankruptcy  of.  174, 
176,  177,  184.  188.  Declines  to 
serve  as  mnjur-gcneriil,  176,  177, 
1K<i.  Influence  with  John  Adams, 
230. 


Lafatrtte,  0.  M.  de,  visit  to  tbis 
country  in  l79o ;  Waxliiiigton's 
reception  of  him,  H7.  Confided  to 
care  of  Mr.  Cabot,  87,  91. 
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T.^nrloO'  ioltn.  00.  f3  anrl  iiolir. 
t.iiwrvii'i'i',  Jolin,  '>T  hikI  nule. 
T.i'Jit'.  'i'lihiii'*.  iHili-  on.  fiH. 
IiiraniviJ,  Mr.,  tit  L'liiilHMiirllt.  9l. 
1..VV,    C'liarlrc,  <i|>)>iwiii<in   in  |Kf]tc« 

(inllc)',  1UI.     I'uiicloD  ill  tli«  vHb- 

inpt.  U'?. 
I>c«.   Jo»?ph,   rnptfltfi    of  itliip   on 

(tt-iM't;^  CiiIiiiI'b    Kr)il    TAJ'S);?,  D. 

HiiMiifM    rrlnlii'im    with    Cit-hrxr 

CalHti,  It.     Dlniioliiiioii  nf  porinvr 

•lii)>  will!  Mr.  Cabot.  3(13. 
Iiiiiofiln,    Bi'Tijiiiuin.  note   on,    104. 

ln<)>ir<4-r  i>f  Knox'n  nott't,  1(16,  174, 

I7tl.  17;.  1st. 
I.ini-nlii,    L»vi,  427.      Suppnrta  tm- 

I,t.i,.n.  Mr..  IT1.227. 

I.i«t'm»"f.  Etlwanl  Si-  Lot,  875. 

IJovtt.  •f.iim'!),  ilniw'ti  rnpniorinl 
n}:tiiii*i  niliiiiriillr  ilii'iniiini.  :I14. 
Miriiibcr  III  F(-'l(-riiliiiT  Conri'iitiuii 
ill  IWIK,  9,l7.  H|>i>wli  n»  enitmriiii, 
44J.  l^■liti<nlI  npiiiiiim  in  l»)«, 
4iU .     Ih>iiiiii)ilK  ■  nnvy,  M>2. 

Ixiffnn,  C^Dr^c.  nioniuii  ot  litrtfonl 
t'liiivi-ntiiiii,  ft'i^J. 

I..o.ii»i«.iK.j>nraiaiioof.8;n..^'!8.488. 
4:'4.  Kffnii  oil  tliu  l*iii'nili»lt, 
43&.  4:bl. 

I.ci««'l1.  ■lohtt,  JndKe,  7S,  06.  Kota 
on,  17A. 

Lowi-U.  Jiiliii,  Jr..  chamcttr  of  Mm. 
(ifnrup  Citt'ol,  li  Fiitirlli  of  July 
oraii'm,  ■J:w.  N'We  on,  'Ji.V.  Kx- 
ariloiiein  IKW,  STO.  Hit  "  Aniilji' 
■U."  40^.  404.  Rcfti«(>*  to  tnkff 
pftrt  in  "  riirMprHke  "  ln'<ll(;nntion 
nieeline.  4Til.  I  •bjcctt  of  lUnfiml 
Oinvf^rilion.  olU.  Sii)))i(rr[a  i-X- 
tfHTne  view*  of  Mr.  IVki-riiiK. 
6'>,  62l>.  IH'ii.'ripii'an  of  Mnrtfon) 
Cunvuiilion  miil  it»  ttii'nil>i.'r».  oil- 
fitB.  t";iiftnii-ler  nf  Mr.  Cnbol, 
647,  Diilii-ii  iif  llAniiiril  Cnnven- 
li.m,  WJ. 

T.tniiin,  Tliroilore,  lrii«tpe  of  Hamil- 
ton fviri'l.  !W)4,  SIO.  Opinion  of 
«prH'ra>i«l  ■chviiittofiew,  4;tU,446. 
NiHo  on.  444. 

I.yi-n,  .MiLtlluxr,  nule  on,  188. 


K 

Madtrov,  Jahkm,  ehanmi  nf  partj, 
87.  6U.  l*n>|>o*«(l  )>/  (Inmilttin 
for  dnt  Frcnvli  winiHi**ion,  IK^ 


lft"J.  Oiil)  <li*tinniffhr>1  m«tn  wlm 
It-fi  P'eikniltnlii.  417.  Ulijo-tb  III 
hiij'infi  un  lUinrj'.  4K7.  Ilitfii'ul- 
liea  of,  Ml  lii*  Ht-<.-miun,  4ti6,  (Via. 
duel  III  I'!rikiu<>  nrjtiiliation,  4M1, 
4V*7  Siipporinl  in  ir^Aiincnt  of, 
Jarlumi,  IVH.  Kntrn  Into  nrpv- 
tjaiion  with  F.niiliuiil  uii  iM-luilf  of 
Frnni'S.  4UH.  4U!>.  U»:tiim  war. 
AI18. 

Msj'ir  |ifiitfnil«.  affair  «t  tbe,  14S, 
HQ.  llSI.  1C4, 

MftniiinK.  rir..  180.  [33.  SI.  4A. 

.Mnniifiii'iurrii.  ai'i-ntint  nf   Itcvrtl.r. 

Mitr*linll.  John.  ■ppi>itil('<l  oti  rr«ni;li 
mm  mini  on,  VKi.  f  >ppo«ittnii  to 
alit-n  ati'l  *thliii»n  Inw*.  147,  ITS, 
170.  AtlKcks  OH,  177.  rrf>i"i«i,'<l 
fnrjgdiKor  Suiirvnip  Court,  17!1. 
lib  ciiriiliirt  Ml  Fntiti-«>.  178. 
I.iinler  in  Owiirrt**,  'it'M.  Spi.t»- 
larv  u(  Slitli',  '£i\  Poliirol  upm- 
loni  in  \m».  4tW.  Otiinum  of 
M»'ti«on'»  FTrnt'li  policy.  629. 

Murjliinil.  •fpnmii'm  In.  o'H. 

.Mason,  JnnuiliJin.  T-n.'  Hn<l  n<>t«. 

Milifliii'liUM-lt>.  rr»>tiili'>itk  of  Ijrpt- 
iMtiirv.  1711'i.  ^IH.  Iliotrk;!  i^'lii>ic« 
of  I'lri'tor*.  UI'J.  Suppcirta  •m> 
bnrgo,  a?-*!,  37ft.  iip4oiri.-t.  of  L*)^ 
lnUlurc  in  lAn*.  411*.:  Aollon  of. 
in  ItW.  41>:^.  494.  Opinion  n*  lu 
Frc-iii-li  policY.  4^17.  4'.'H.  Ailiim 
in  1141 4.  :>!>&.     Uiiiniona  of,  in  1914, 

Mrllpnrjr,  JaiTH'B,  aevount  nf  ap- 
pointment of  French  commlMtoa, 

101.      11p*i*t»    p««M-    |»olic-T,      I'JI. 

Aec-iiunl  of  L-nbiiH'l  ilIHiculliM  wltli 
Jotm  A<lnm<.  '.'l>l--J|il 

Mvr<-er,  Jol'n  Franvt".  t'lo. 

Mliicit.  CJvorip'  R..  .11,  fat  aii'I  nolc. 

Munmc,  JHii>«f^,  iinnlHti-r  to  France, 
tiiii  n-ral),  M.  Cundact  m  l'«ri>lt'» 
CflM-,  1((7-1(H.  t'Hinilmt  in  Fnio™, 
11(1.  I'Tok-ala  at;aiiwi  liu|itvw 
men t.  471. 

MotHi.    (H>ut't>rnviir.    m'niUitr    to 
Friiiiit'.    Vfl,      ^uppnrla    rxtrenwii 
riews  fif  l>lckrrln)t,  uW.     I'nhlinU  • 
npinirm*   in   IHI4.  TiMH.      Itnppa  nf 
liiirtfuri)    <'iiiii(>nil«n,    GoO,    C^, 
fwll.     .Incciliili'  of,  572. 

M()r»c',  Jedi-'iiali.  '£'J\>, 

.Motler,  namo  HMtiino«l  bjr  fosag 
Lofjiyeti*.  86-01. 

Miirriiy.  Win.  Vniu,  nomlimlion  oa 
mJnii.|.T  to  Fr:inoa,  jys,  I«6.  221, 
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N. 

Navy,  foundation  of,  144. 
Neutnils,  riglita  nnd   trade  of,  S24, 

m),  a'A,  85i,  3o3-8ti3,  3y8. 
New    KngUnd.    fe<.'ling    in    aminit 

France  in  1797,  140,  HI.     Kffort* 

to  ciin«i>liilate  Federalist  party  ju, 

^92.  2y3,  294. 
New  Haven  col  lectors  hip,  820,  821 

and  n[>te. 
New  Orleans,  proliable  capture  bj 

Biitivli  anil  rc»ultH,  I>u8,  6u4,  657, 

558.  559. 
New  York,  separatism  in,  622,  528. 

Feelin)/:  in,  in  1814,  646. 
Novi,  battle  of,  249. 

0. 

Oaklet,  T.  J.,  638  and  note. 

<>eK<Hid,  Samuel,  58,  note. 

Otis,  Harrison  iirtty,  opinion  nf  alien 
and  sedition  laws,  147,  172,  179. 
Author  iif  tlie  "Envoys,"  221).  Sup- 
port of  Mr.  Adams,  2bH.  Member 
of  Federalist  Convention  in  1808, 
3!>7.  I'olitical  opinions  in  IV*>S, 
492,  Objetjta  of  Hartford  Con- 
vention, 518.    Character  of,  647. 

P. 

"PACtFicus,"  74, 

Paine,  Klijali,  95. 

J'aine,  Tliomas,  482,  433. 

PariHli,  Mr.,  consul  at  HnrnburK. 
Monroe's  liostility,  removal  of,  107, 
10«,  109. 

Parxuns,  Theophitus,  his  account 
nf  and  cnnnet^tion  with  Kssex 
Junto,  20-22  UU  part  in  Con- 
vention to  adopt  Constitution,  2.5. 
llrjit'd  to  enter  Contjress,  58. 
Recommended  by  Mr.  Cabot  as 
commissioner  under  the  Jay  treaty, 
94.  Opinion  of  i<eparatist  scheme 
nf  1804,  489.  Hi-fuses  to  take 
part  in  "Chesapeake"  indigna- 
tion meelinfc,  470.  Decision  as 
to  calling  out  militia,  513. 

Parker,  IsHac,  note  on,  173.  Deci- 
sion as  to  calling  out  militia,  513. 

Parlies,  their  position  in  1701-92, 
89,  40.  Their  relations  to  France 
and  foreign  influence,  02,  64. 
Attitude  of  during  debate  on  Jay 
treaty,  71.  Slate  of,  in  regard  to 
Murray's  nomination,  192, 193. 


Patterson,   William,   note   on,  175, 
247. 

Payne.  William,  267. 

Fendlettm    Nathaniel,   executor    of 
Hamilton's  will,  808,  809,  310. 

Pennsylvania,  separatism  in,  521. 

Peters,    Kielianl,  opinion  of    John 
Henry,  487,  488. 

Phillips,  Samuel,  75,  note. 

Pickering,  Judge,  impeachment  of, 
436,  451. 

Hckering,  Timothy,  account  of  Es- 
sex Junto,  19-22.  Opposition  to 
Seace  policy  in  1797,  100.  Asks 
Ir.  Cabot's  advice  as  to  Hamburg 
consulship,  107-109.  Reply  lo 
Adet,  112.  Reply  to  Yrujo.  141. 
Urges  Mr.  Cabot  to  accept  secre- 
tnrybhip  of  navy,  144,  155,  166. 
Attacks  nf  the  "  Aurora"  on,  149. 
Account  of  affair  of  major- 
generals,  161,  164.  Opinion  of 
Gerry's  conduct,  178,  182,  188. 
Report  on  French  affairs,  191. 
Resists  peace  policy,  194.  Leader 
in  opposition  to  Mr.  Adams,  191. 
Attacks  on  Mr.  Adams.  213, 
'273,  278.  Opinion  of  l^resident's 
message,  216.  Subscription  for, 
304.  805.  Plan  of  separation  In , 
1804, 887.  Attacks  embargo,  367, 
368.  Wishes  to  have  Boston  for- 
tifled,  871,  407.  letters  to  Sulli- 
van, 379-;W2,  888-390,  894-396, 
477.  Views  as  to  J.  Q.  Adams's 
change  of  parly,  896.  Attacked 
for  his  letters  in  Congress,  400, 
401.  Share  in  separatist  scheme 
in  1804,  4:J7,  438.  Laments  decay 
of  party  spirit  in  1804,  456.  Ob- 
jeula  of  Hartford  Convention,  619. 
Theories  in  regard  to  sepnration, 
and  grounds  for  them,  627,  628. 
Extreme  views  of,  528.  Did  not 
wish  separation  for  its  own  sake, 
529.  Urges  legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  issue  an  address,  6:J0. 
Urges  strong  measures  on  Massa- 
cliU!«ettB,  532,  535.  Opinions  aa 
to  policy  of  Massachusetts,  5.19. 
Opinions  as  to  Hartford  Conven- 
tion, 540,  641.  Character  of  Mr. 
Cabot,  541,  642.  Opinion  as  to 
wliat  the  Convention  ought  to  do, 
541,  646,  561.  Satisfaction  vrith 
report  of  Convention,  561-663. 
Picknian,  B.,  546  and  note. 
Pincknev,  C.  C,  candidate  for  Vice- 
President  in  1796,  98.     Minister 
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to  FrwwM,  09.  Urgwl  hy  mmll- 
ton  ftir  flrat  FkihIi  riDtimiuuiri, 
W>.  10-J.  MinifUriul  r-iik  .•f.  117, 
Its.  A0iiif  <if  lii:ijiir-t(pni'r«U, 
HO.  HO.  lU>iiiilini?<i  la  wrvc  on- 
(IvrHiituilion.  17ft,  177.  Upluloaof 
Ccrry,  iBl. 

Plnknejr,  Wiltiflm.  wnt  In  KnttUix), 
•Slil.  Nif[»Liii  I  ion  wilh  4'niiiiiii^. 
47«.  NtKoitHtion  with  T^^jrii  W\-|. 
tcilc.v,  <I«. 

I^umer,  WUtinm,  otinro  in  icparatlu 
•tiK-mp  of  !)*<«.  4**, 

'■  Piitvupine,  I'eier,"  atuck  ou  John 
AHntiu.  rJI- 

rrrHC'irt.  WtllUni,  vlinrsctor  of,  54T. 

I*ri(ali'vrtn;;  Ui  IIk'  Kcvuluiion,  18. 

X*uuuiDi,  SaiiiUk'l,  C30  and  uoie. 


Q. 

Qmitrr,  JfMuif .  S7&,  t'nliticslopin- 
iunsiii  lt^<)8.4'JI.  l-lbji^uof  UKr(> 
fijiii  CunvHiniun,  &ltt. 


XL 

RjiKDii.t.,  H.  S.,  iinfonniled  ncciun- 

tiiiii  xiptinvl  -Mr.  Oiibnt,  3111,  not*. 
I[iiiii)<>lr>1i,    Kilintini),     Iti*    ioirlgiie 

witit  ViitiL-lj<-t.  Ql,  CI. 
RiLtiilMlpli.  Julin,  rerolL  frnm  >Tcffpr- 

non,  4:!l.      Ailtictn  Hie  Juilldnrv, 

4-^.  4aci.  iH.     llPL-nlli  to  JpfS-r- 

•rin  ilir  faie  ot  I^urd  Nitrlh,  41)1. 
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